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fireplace,  the  cracks  between  the  logs  much 
open  to  the  weather,  and  a  teacher  able  to 
reatl  and  write  and  figure  as  far  as  "the  rule 
of  three."  There  was  an  abundance  of  fuel 
for  tlic  fire,  and  the  greatest  degree  of  comfort 
obtainable  was  secured  by  warming  one  tide 
at  a  time.  When  twenty-one  years  old,  he 
left  the  farm,  and  came  to  Chenango  Forks, 
and  worked  in  a  cooper  shop  for  a  Mr.  McCoy, 
lie  kept  his  eyes  and  ears  open  to  possible 
chances  for  business,  and  soon  began  tlie  lum- 
ber trade,  buying  pine  and  taking  it  to  tire 
New-  York  market  via  the  Chenango  Canal. 
Thus  em[)loyed,  in  the  course  of  five  years  he 
had  accumulated  some  money,  and  was  pre- 
pared to  settle  in  life.  For  thirty-fu'e  years 
Mr.  Palmer  was  in  the  grocery  business  at 
Chenango  Forks,  and  wliile  tlie  canal  was  in 
0[)eration  he  did  an  extensive  business.  In 
1S84  he  purchased  his  mill  property,  which 
has  four  run  of  stone,  and  is  propelled  by 
water-power  furnishctl  by  the  Chenango  River. 
There  is  in  connection  also  a  saw-mill.  The 
Construction  of  these  mills  dates  liack  to 
1845,  '^'""-l  ^'"-'  l'ro|)erty  is  now  and  always  has 
been  valuable. 

lie  was  married  December  28,  1S42,  to 
Polly  Waters,  who  was  n  d.iughter  of  Justin 
W.Uers,  and  was  bmn  in  the  town  ol  Uarker 
in  i.Sj2.  At  the  time  of  her  marriage  lier 
grandparents,  hei-  p.irents,  and  their  nine  chil- 
dren were  living.  .She  was  the  eldest  of  the 
six  daughters  and  threj  sous,  and  is  the  only 
one  now  left  of  tlie  family,  the  names  of  the 
others  having  been  added  to  the  long  list  of 
the  silent   majdrity.      Her  grandfather,  Moses 


Waters,  and  his  wife,  Margaret  Chamberlain, 
e.une  to  this  neighborhood  from  iJutchess 
County  in  the  year  1800,  bringing  with  them 
their  first  chiltl,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Palmer, 
when  he  was  four  years  old.  In  1847  they 
went  to  the  .State  of  Michigan,  where  they 
continued  till  the  time  of  their  death  in  the 
eighties.  Their  son  Justin  lived  to  be  about 
sixty-eight  years  old;  and  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Palmer's  mother,  lived  until  eighty-three 
years  old.  .She  was  before  marriage  Abigail. 
Kimball,  and  came  here  from  Connecticut 
with  a  brother  Harmon  in  1 8 19,  her  father 
having  been  drowned  at  New  Haven,  Conn., 
in  the  prime  of  life.  .She  was  married  here 
in  1821.  William  \Vaters,  her  first  son,  the 
eldest  brother  of  Mrs.  Palmer,  died  liere  when 
twenty-seven  years  old.  This  is  the  record  of 
the  other  cliildren  :  Melinda,  wife  of  Lorenzo 
Thurston,  di^'d,  leaving  a  son  two  years  oKl, 
George  Thurston,  who  was  a  volunteer  soklier 
in  the  late  Civil  War,  and  when  eighteen 
years  old  died  from  hardships  and  starvation 
in  Libby  Prison;  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  George 
Merrill,  died  in  -Saginaw,  Mich.,  leaving  four 
children;  I'lliza,  wife  of  lulwartl  (iillette, 
dieil  in  Lansing,  Mich.,  leaving  six  orphans; 
Wesley,  died  at  twenty-six,  unmarrietl;  Mar- 
garet, died  when  fifteen;  Julia,  died  in  her 
seventeenth  year;  and  (jeorge,  when  but  three 
years  old. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ira  Palmer  buried  an  infant 
son,  and  have  reareil  six  (Laughters,  all  of 
whom  are  living  except  Irene,  wlio  was  the 
wife  of  lulward  Knight,  of  Cortland,  and  died 
in    1883,  wlien    twenty-six   years   old,    leaving 
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an  infant  son.  This  grandchild,  Arthur  P. 
Knight,  who  was  taken  by  them  when  four 
(lays  oil],  is  now  a  bright  boy  of  eleven  years. 
The  otiier  (laughters  are  tlie  following:  Alice, 
wife  of  li.  IC.  Watson,  living  in  .Syracuse; 
Grace,  wife  of  I'Vank  Fuller,  a  farmer  of  this 
town,  by  whom  she  has  one  daughter;  Julia, 
wife  of  Frank  Arnold,  of  l^ome,  N.Y.,  hav- 
ing one  son;  Eliza,  wife  of  Weller  Roose, 
M.D.,  having  one  daughter;  and  Minnie, 
wife  of  Fred  Pierce,  living  in  Waterville, 
N.'N^  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer  have  had  a  long, 
hapi^y,  and  prosperous  life  together.  They 
celebrated  their  golden  wedding  with  appro- 
priate ceremonies  and  cheer  on  the  28th  of 
December,  1892. 

Mr.  Palmer  votes  with  the  Republican 
I^arty,  and  upholds  the  principles  advocated 
by  that  organization.  lie  is  attaclied  to  his 
home,  where  lie  has  lived  for  forty-five  years, 
has  a  pleasant  location,  owns  three  farms, 
aggregating  four  hundred  acres,  and  is  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a  competence  fairly  and  hon- 
estly won.  He  still  runs  iiis  grist-mill  simi- 
mers,  hiring  a  miller  in  the  winter.  He  is 
not  a  member  of  any  particular  church;  and, 
while  favoring  the  Methodist  denomination, 
his  thought  is  not  bourul  by  any  creed  or  his 
action  governed  by  any  dogma.  He  adheres 
to  the  broad  principle  of  human  kindness  as 
enunciated  by  the  Divine  Master,  and  be- 
lieves with  many  that  in  following  the  Golden 
Rule  we  cannot  go  far  from  the  kingdom. 
Mrs.  Palmer  is  a  consistent  and  useful  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  church,  to  which  organ- 
ization she  has  for  man'y  years  belonged. 


SCAR  E.  BRIGGS,  journalist,  a  resi- 
dent of  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  is  an  ear- 
nest and  persevering  advocate  of  the 
cause  of  temperance,  an  ardent  sui)[)orter  of 
the  l'rohil)ition  party.  Mr.  Prig'gs  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Oxford,  Chenango  County, 
N.Y.,  February  11,  1840,  son  of  Erastus  and 
Maria  (McFarland)  Briggs.  His  mother  is 
a  sister  of  Dr.  McFarland,  the  celebrated  ocu- 
list of  Bingliamton.  His  father  was  born  in 
Smyrna,  Chenango  County,  in  181 1,  a  son  of 
Rufus  Briggs,  who  was  a  pioneer  in  that 
county.  P!rastus  Briggs  spent  most  of  his 
active  life  in  his  native  county  as  a  teacher 
and  lawyer,  but  did  not  practise  the  latter 
])rofession  very  largely.  He  long  resided  at 
Oxford,  but  for  the  last  few  years  his  home 
has  been  at  Brisben,  of  the  same  county.  He 
reared  a  family  of  six  children,  who  are  all 
living,  namely:  Oscar;  Marion,  wife  of 
L.  C.  15.  Fish,  of  La  Porte,  Ind.,  a  stock- 
raiser;  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Samuel  Moorehouse, 
of  Brisben;  Ira,  court  stenographer  at  I'>ie, 
•Pa.;  Herbert  A.,  court  stenograi)hcr  at  Buf- 
falo, N.Y.,  of  the  firm  of  Thornton,  Briggs 
&  Co. ;  the  Rev.  E.  R.  D.  Briggs,  a  minister 
of  the  Wyoming  Conference,  now  located  at 
Marathon,  N.Y.  The  mother  died  in  1878. 
In  his  boyhood  Oscar  pursued  his  studies 
in  the  common  school  at  Brisben,  and  later 
spent  four  terms  at  the  Oxford  Academy.  ILe 
then  taught  school  in  the  winters  and  fol- 
lowed farming  in  summers  until  October  of 
1S62,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  I'ederal  army, 
taking  service  in  Company  B,  One  Hundred 
and   Seventy-sixth    New    York    Volunteer    In- 
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fantry.  He  was  assigned  to  the  Gulf  De- 
partment, and  was  in  the  expedition  under 
General  Banks  in  Louisiana.  Being  wounded 
at  La  Fourche  Crossing,  he  was  diseharged 
from  service,  having  heen  with  tlie  regiment 
a  little  over  a  year.  lie  returned  to  Oxford, 
and  engaged  in  his  old  occupations  of  teach- 
ing and  farming  until  1S73,  when  he  removed 
to  Binghamton. 

His  first  employment  in  this  city  was  as 
reporter  and  correspondent  for  the  Bingham- 
ton Daily  Tiuies,  he  being  in  that  office  three 
years.  He  'then  went  into  court  reporting, 
which  he  followed  for  three  years  more.  Mr. 
Briggs  was  the  originator  of  the  Prohibition 
paper  called  the  Axe^  the  first  issue  appearing 
May  10,  1885.  He  was  editor  and  manager 
for  three  years  and  a  half,  wlien  the  publica- 
tion suspended  for  lack  of  support.  August 
8,  1S89,  he  started  a  large  eight-page,  six- 
column  weekly  called  the  Soutlicrn  Nctv 
Yorker,  a  journal  of  religion  and  prohibition, 
which  was  under  control  of  a  stock  company. 
Not  agreeing  with  the  manager,  Mr.  Briggs 
withdrew,  and  since  that  time  has  been  corre- 
spondent and  advertising  agent  for  the  New 
York  Voice,  the  national  organ  of  the  Prohi- 
bition i)arty.  He  is  also  manager  of  the 
Binghamton  Pulsion  Telei)hone  Company,  be- 
sides  being  interestetl    in  other  organizations. 

On  October  25,  1866,  Mr.  Briggs  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Julia  L.  Loomis,  daughter  of 
Mr.  Daniel  T.  Loomis,  of  Greene,  Clienango 
County,  N.Y.  They  have  one  son,  Ralph  E., 
who  is  now  court  stenographer  and  a  fine  musi- 
cian of   the  city  of    liinghamton.      'i'his  young 


man  received  a  portion  of  his  musical  educa- 
tion at  the  Grand  Conservatory  of  New  York 
City.  The  family  are  all  strict  and  earnest 
supporters   of   tlie    P^irst    Baptist   Church. 

Mr.  Briggs  is  a  member  of  Watrous  Post, 
Cjrand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  was  Adju- 
tant for  five  years,  also  Sergeant-Major  of 
the  post.  Mrs.  Briggs  has  been  connected 
for  many  years  with  the  Women's  Christian 
Temperance  Union,  and  has  been  for  the  last 
three  years  and  a  half  Manager  and  Sujjerin- 
tendent  of  the  Binghamton  Coffee  House. 
She  has  also  been  delegate  to  the  different 
city,  county,  and  State  conventions  held  in 
the  interests  of  the  cause  of  temperance. 
Zealous  and  persevering  in  what  they  believe 
to  be  a  rigliteous  cause,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Briggs 
receive  the  respect  of  right-minded  people  for 
their  fidelity  to  their  earnest  convictions. 
Conscientious  and  upriglit,  actuated  by  purest 
motives,  they  have  many  stanch  friends  and 
adherents. 


(m^ 


\LUSHA  KLDRIDGP:,  an  old  and 
\h^J_  well-known  settler  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  has  been  a  resident  of  Chenango 
Forks  for  about  forty-two  years.  His  name 
and  reputation  are  well  sjjread  abroad  through- 
out this  section;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
untoward  circumstances  of  his  early  days,  he 
has  risen,  and,  by  virtue  of  his  own  inherent 
abilities  and  resolution,  has  accomplished 
more  than  most  men  more  liighly  favored. 
He  had  but  little  opportunity  for  obtaining  an 
education  in  the  schools;  and  what  little 
chance   lie   had    he   was    not   able   to    improve. 
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impaired  health  cunipellin^  him  to  abandon 
all  hanl  .study  or  close  mental  application 
when  but  fifteen  years  old.  At  that  early  ago 
he  excelled  in  many  branches  of  learning, 
notably  in  orthograph)',  being  able  to  s|iell 
without  mistake  all  the  words  in  Webster's  old 
spelling-book.  Me  has  a  large  natural  fund 
of  common  sense,  and  his  education  has  been 
of  the  practical  sort  oljtained  by  observation 
and  actual  contact  with  the  world  of  work. 

His  great-grandfather  was  the  son  of  an 
Englishman  who  came  over  with  tw(5  brothers 
from  his  native  country  and  settled  many 
years  ago  on  Cajx'  Cod,  Mass.  ]5enedict  Fd- 
dridge,  son  of  the  immigrant,  was  born  in 
Sharon,  Dutchess  County,  N.Y.,  and  was  one 
of  the  very  first  settlers  in  this  place,  coming 
from  Dutcliess  County  with  about  thirty  other 
families,  making  (|uite  a  colony.  yXiriving 
at  what  is  now  liinghamton,  they  found  that 
the  streams,  the  woods,  and  the  conditions 
surrounding  the  country  at  that  time  g<.'nerally 
formed  a  barrier  seemingly  almost  insur- 
mountable. But  none  of  these  things  and  not 
all  of  them  put  together  dampened  the  cour- 
age or  checked  the  determination  of  these 
hardy  pioneers.  They  pushed  on  with  their 
ox-teams,  fording  streaws,  chopping  down 
trees,  removing  obstructions,  fighting  the  wikl 
beasts,  sometimes  hungry,  but  always  confi- 
dent and  self-reliant,  till  their  objective  point 
was  finally  reached.  The  location  was  sub- 
secpiently  called  Adams  Settlement.  Zenas 
ICldridge,  son  of  Benedict  and  father  of  Ga- 
lusha,  was  born  in  Sharon,  Dutchess  County, 
N.Y.      He    married   Diana    Ileth,   a   daughter 


of  Azariah  and  Martha  (Rummer)  lleth,  the 
latter  being  of  l<"rench  extraction.  They 
were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  six 
sons  and  six  daughters,  all  of  whom  reached 
maturity,  the  youngest  death  beings  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  that  of  Charles.  Of  the 
others,  Lucius  died  in  the  Black  Hills  country 
in  the  spring  of  1S82,  at  sixty-five  years  of 
age;  Eunice,  when  a  young  lady;  Lucy,  the 
eldest  daughter,  wife  of  Hiram  Dunham,  died 
in  the  spring  of  1882,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years,  leaving  one  son  and  one  daughter.  The 
eight  living  children  are  the  following:  Polly, 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Martin  15ullock  at  Kattelville; 
lulward,  living  at  Olean,  N.Y.;  Chester,  of 
Whitney's  Point;  Louisa,  wife  of  Hiram 
Grey;  Caroline,  wife  of  Moses  Gaylord,  of 
Binghamton;  Orra,  wife  of  Chester  Atwater, 
of  the  town  of  ]5arker;  Benedict,  of  Whit- 
ney's Point;  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Zenas  ICldridge  and  Diana,  his  wife,  had  a 
hard  struggle  to  bring  up  this  large  group; 
yet  they  accomplished  it,  and  reared  a  family 
possessing  health,  common  sense,  and  adapta- 
bility to  their  environment. 

Galusha  PTdridge  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Lisle,  now  Barker,  November  17,  1815.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  car[)enter  and  bridge- 
buiUler,  and  has  lived  in  this  vicinity  nearly 
all  his  life.  He  remained  at  home  with  his 
parents  until  of  age;  and  then  the  first  move 
toward  an  independent  life  was  made  when 
he  married  Mary  R.  Maloney.  They  began 
life  together  without  any  means,  and  subse- 
quent years  attested  the  success  of  their  en- 
ileavor.      Hard   work,    close   living,   and   strict 
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economy,  from  the  time  of  the  wedding,  Janu- 
ary 15,  1S37,  made  a  change  in  their  circum- 
stances, and  enabled  them  to  enjoy  in  later 
life  a  competence  fairly  won.  At  first  Mr. 
ICldridge  worked  four  days  and  walked  two 
and  one-half  miles  to  his  place  of  labor  for 
one  bushel  of  corn,  and  later  worked  five  days 
for  a  bushel  of  wheat,  which  he  sowed,  and 
reaped  as  the  fruits  thereof  twenty  bushels  of 
grain. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  KUlritlge  have  had  two  chil- 
dren, both  of  whom  are  deceased:  Almira, 
wife  of  I'eter  Ockerman,  who  dieil  soon  after 
mairiage;  and  Mai^ia,  wlui  died  when  about 
twenty  years  old.  Mr.  I'^di'ldge  in  politics  is 
indi'pendent,  and  does  not  believe  in  follow- 
ing blindly  after  any  party,  but  has  profound 
resjject  for  truth,  honesty,  and  manliness, 
wherever  found.  He  built  the  railroad  depot 
at  Chenango  l'"orks,  and  was  station  agent  for 
two  years.  He  was  also  for  a  while  an  agent 
for  the  express  company,  wlio  ditl  not  require 
a  bond  from  him,  although  he  had  in  his 
house  at  one  time  as  much  as  one  hundretl 
and  twelve  thousand  dollars.  He  has  been  a 
useful  man  in  the  eomnuinity,  and  can  look 
back   upon    a    life   well    sjient. 


§  AMI'S  C.  TRUMAN,  an  ex-1'ostmaster 
of  liinghamton,  a  prominent  man  of 
alfairs,  wlio  has  lield  many  iin|u)rtant 
trusts,  is  a  great-great-grandson  of  Thomas 
'IVuman,  wlio  was  born  in  ICngland  in  the  year 
1 68 1,  And  when  a  young  man  emigrated  to 
New  Lontlon,  Conn.,  where  he  died   on   Janu- 


ary 15,   1747.      Jonathan   Truman,    son   of  the 
immigrant,  married  Abigail    I'earce,  of    Provi- 
dence,   R.I.,    July    7,     1751.      Tiieir   youngest 
son,  John    ]•",.,  wjio  was   born  in    New  London, 
Conn.,  August   9,    1769,  married   Amy    Hoag, 
of     Dutchess    County,    New    York.       Nathan 
Truman,  son   of  John    1'^,  was  born  Novemljer 
26,     1S06.      While    he    was    a   small    boy,    his  ^ 
parents  moved  t(j  tJie  wikls  of   Otsego  County, 
New    York,    and    established    a    home   in    the 
town   of    Butternuts,    which    has    been   known 
since   that    time   as   Truman    II  ill.      Miss    I.o- 
retta    I-'ield,  of   tlie  well-known  family  of   tiiat 
name    in    New    ICugland,    became  the   wife  of 
Nathan  Truman  ;   and  from  tliis  union  was  Ixirn 
on  June  12,   1841,  James  Christojiher  Truman, 
of  whom   this  sketch  is  written.      His  parents 
being    Quakers,    the    boyhood    of    James    was 
spent    soberl)'    and    uneventfully    in    liis   nual 
home;   and  not  until   he  reached    manliood   did 
he  begin  the  varied  and  interesting  life  he  has 
since  led.      He  was  educated  at   the   Gilberts- 
ville   Academy  and  the  Collegiate  Institute  of 
his  native  town,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
began   teaching  school,    which    occupation    he 
continued    for    three   years,    and    then   entered 
the   office   of   Abram    Heeker,    l'",sij.,    of    South 
Worcester,    N.Y.,    where    lie    read    law.       In 
1863,  the  year  of   his   marriage,  Mr.    Truman 
went     to     California,    and     tiiere    established 
Truman    &    Co.'s    Ivxpress,    which    was    con- 
ducted   for  several  years  under  tiiat  name,  and 
then    reorganized    as   the    Pacific    lv\press,  and 
is   now  coiist)lidated    with    the    Wells,     P'argo 
&    Co.     I'lxpress.      In    1865    he   returned   from 
California,  aiul  engaged  in  mercantile  Inisiness 
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at  Gilbcrtsvillc,  N.Y.,  remaining  there  for 
four  years,  during  which  lime  he  was  Post- 
master, and  held  other  minor  offices  in  the 
town.  While  living  at  Gilbcrtsvillc,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Truman  were  deeply  afllicted  in  the 
death  of  two  lovely  children  who  had  been 
born  to  them,  and  in  whom  their  hearts  and 
future  hopes  were  centred.  The  graves  of 
these  beloved  little  ones  are  in  the  pretty 
Brookside  Cemetery  of  that  town.  Mr.  Tru- 
man was  chiefly  instrumental  in  creating  an 
association  for  the  improvement  and  care  of 
this  beautiful   burial-place. 

In  June  of  1869  Mr.  Truman  went  to  Cul- 
peper,  Va.,  where  he  dealt  in  real  estate  in 
that  place,  Philadelphia,  and  Washington, 
D.C.  After  one  year's  residence  in  Cul- 
peper  he  went  to  Chicago,  111.,  and  engaged 
in  business.  Put  the  great  fire  came  Octo- 
ber, 1871  ;  and,  in  common  with  thousands 
of  others,  he  lost  everything.  Disappointed, 
but  not  disheartened,  he  returned  to  the  East 
once  more,  and,  settling  in  Binghamton, 
N.Y.,  first  engaged  in  the  produce  trade  with 
gratifying  [lecuniary  success,  but,  seeing  a 
better  opening  for  his  talents,  became  pub- 
lisher and  principal  owner  of  the  Binghamton 
Daily  Times.  Under  *his  management  that 
journal  reached  tlie  zenith  of  its  career.  It 
was  at  tiiis  time  Mr.  Truman  was  selected 
by  San  I'rancisco  and  ]?inghamton  capitalists 
who  were  interested  in  a  railway  concession 
made  by  tlie  State  of  Sonora,  Mexico,  to  go  to 
the  Pacific  Coast,  and  make  a  report  on  the 
feasibility  of  constructing  the  road.  A  rail- 
road   has   since    been    built    on    the    identical 


route  reported  on  by  him,  after  an  unsuccess- 
ful attempt  to  build  it  in  part  by  another  one, 
Mr.  Truman  was  interested  with  the  late 
Henry  Wells  and  others  in  establishing  ex- 
press lines  through  Southern  California,  Ari- 
zona, and  New  Mexico;  but,  owing  to  the 
long  hostilities  of  the  Indians  of  those  Terri- 
tories, emigration  was  kept  back  for  years,  and 
development  of  the  country  rendered  impos-  "^ 
sible.  The  venture,  for  this  reason,  broughl 
financial  loss  to  all  concerned.  Mr.  Truman, 
always  a  Democrat,  took  an  interest  in  the 
politics  of  his  city,  county,  and  State,  and 
was  for  several  years  at  the  head  of  the  Demo- 
cratic organization  in  Broome  County,  New 
York.  He  succeeded  the  late  E.  K.  Apgar  in 
1881  as  member  of  the  State  Committee  in 
his  Congressional  district.  At  the  World's 
Exposition  held  in  New  Orleans  in  1884- 
85  Mr.  Truman  was  appointed  by  Governoi 
Cleveland  to  rejM-esent  the  State  of  New 
York,  which  he  did  in  a  commendable  man- 
ner. It  fell  to  his  lot  as  the  Commissioner  ■ 
of  the  P'mpire  State  to  welcome  and  entertain 
many  of  the  public  men  of  the  day  who  visited 
the  P'xposition;  and  to  none  of  them  was 
he  more  courteous  than  to  Vice-President 
Thomas  A.  Hendriks  and  his  jiarty  and  the 
Press  Association  of  New  York  State,  who  • 
found  in  him  a  royal  host  in  the  Crescent 
City.  During  his  long  stay  at  New  Orleans 
Mr.  Truman  contracted  malaria,  which  nearly 
cost  him  his  life.  As  soon  as  he  sufficiently 
regained  his  health  he  was  tendered  a  position 
under  the  late  Daniel  Manning  in  the  United 
States  Treasury,  which   he  accepted,    remain- 
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ing  there  until  the  President  appointed  him 
Postmaster  at  liingliamton,  N.Y.  The  re- 
forms he  made  and  carried  into  execution  dur- 
ing his  short  official  term  here  proved  his 
ada[itability  to  the  position,  whicli,  on  Mr. 
Harrison's  becoming  President  of  the  United 
States,  he  surrendered  to  his  Republican  suc- 
cessor. Mr.  Truman  then  engaged  in  the 
real  estate  business  in  New  York  City,  and 
was  the  founder  of  Nepera  Park,  situated 
in  Yonkers,  a  delightful  suburb  of  the  me- 
tropolis. 

Mr.  Truman-was  married  on  June  6,  1863, 
to  Miss  Serena  Wilber,  of  Fall  River,  Mass. 
Her  parents,  Henry  and  Abbie  15ennett 
(Cleveland)  Wilber,  were  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  were  descendants  of  most  esti- 
mable New  ]£ngland  ancestry.  The  father, 
I lenry  Wilber,  lived  and  died  in  his  native 
State,  and  was  very  prominent  for  years  in 
the  civic  affairs  of  P'all  River.  His  wife, 
who  is  yet  living,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five 
years,  is  the  grand-daughter  of  Captain  Jona- 
than Cleveland,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  whose 
record  as  a  patriot  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
is  well  known  in  the  annals  of  Massachusetts. 
His  fame  especially  rests  on  his  career  as  a 
pilot  of  the  Atlantic  cOast,  he  having  been 
one  of  the  best  and  most  skilful  during  the 
war  between  the  British  and  the  colonists, 
and  doing  such  effective  work  in  his  line  as  to 
bring  public  commendation  from  the  highest 
authorities. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Truman  have  been  born 
six  children,  of  whom  three  are  living, 
namely:  James    C,  ^Jr.,    who   is    engaged    in 


real  estate  business  at  Yonkers,  N.Y. ;  Clevc- 
huul,  register  clerk  in  the  post-office  at  Bing- 
hamton ;  and  Serena  L.,  a  lovely  young 
daughter,  still  in  the  home  shelter.  While 
his  affairs  keep  him  a  great  part  of  his  time 
in  New  York,  Mr.  Truman's  real  home  is  in 
Binghamton,  where  he  owns  one  of  the  most 
elegant  residences,  and  with  his  estimable 
wife  and  children  takes  his  greatest  comfort 
and  rest  from  his  many  cares.  He  has  been 
in  his  life  an  extensive  traveller  in  America, 
having  crossed  the  continent  fifteen  times. 
His  recent  trip  to  the  Mediterranean,  includ- 
ing brief  visits  to  places  of  exceeding  interest 
in  Italy,  ICgyjit,  and  the  Holy  Land,  has  been 
thus  briefly  summarized  by  the  local  press: 
"James  C.  Truman  returnetl  to  his  home  in 
this  city  Saturday  morning  last,  having  been 
alxsent  about  ten  weeks.  During  this  time  he 
visited  Gibraltar,  the  cities  of  Algiers  and 
Blida,  and  made  a  trip  to  a  gorge  in  the  Atlas 
Mountains  in  Northern  Africa,  crossed  the 
Mediterranean,  and  visited  Genoa  and  Pegli 
in  Italy;  Ajaccio  in  Corsica;  the  volcano  of 
.Stromboli,  near  the  .Strait  of  Messina;  Alex- 
andria, Cairo,  the  pyramids,  the  ruins  of 
Memphis  and  of  Heliopolis  in  l^gypt ;  Jaffa, 
Jerusalem,  Mount  of  Olives,  Bethany  and 
Bethlehem,  the  Dead  Sea,  Smyrna,  and  the 
ruins  of  Ephesus  in  Western  Asia;  Athens 
in  Greece;  the  Dardanelles,  the  Sea  of  Mar- 
mora, Constantinople  and  Scutari,  the  Bos- 
phorus  and  Black  Sea.  Returning,  he  visited 
Messina  and  Palermo  in  Sicily;  Naples,  Sor- 
rento, Pompeii,  Vesuvius,  and  Herculaneum 
in    Italy;  the    Blue    Grotto    in     Capri;  again 
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visiting    Genoa,    and  sailing  thence  direct   to 
New  York." 

A  man  of  liandsonie,  CdninKUuliiig  [)resence, 
Mr.  Truman  is  vi  marked  individuality  in  any 
crowtl.  His  success  in  his  enterjH'iscs  has 
been  gained  by  the  pluck  antl  perseverance 
which  have  enabled  him  to  overcome  the 
obstacles  that  have  been  in  his  way,  and  the 
ease  and  affluence  tliat  he  is  enjoying  to-day 
are  the  reward  oi  his  ililii/ent  strivinic. 


§OHN  Q.  CLARK  is  a  native  of  Orange 
County,  New  York.  His  great-grantl- 
fathei"  built  the  first  house  in  I'^lorida, 
Orange  County;  and  lie  himself  was  born  in 
tliat  little  village.  His  parents  were  David 
Wells  Clark  and  Hanna  Gilson.  They  soon 
removed  to  Warwick,  and  finally  to  Hampton- 
burg,  Orange  County.  On  December  31, 
1857,  Mr.  Clark  was  married  to  Maria  L. 
Kerr,  of  Middletown,  N.Y.  He  was  then  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  sash,  doors,  and 
blinds  at  Chester,  N.Y.  After  a  few  years 
he  removed  to  Atldison,  Steuben  County, 
N.Y.,  where  he  hail  the  job  of  manufacturing 
blinds  for  a  large  wholesale  factory.  In 
1870  Mr.  Clark  bought  an  interest  in  Oquaga 
Planing  Mill,  and  removed  his  family  to 
Deposit. 

In  1875  the  mill  was  burned,  but  it  was 
rebuilt  with  improvements.  In  187^  Mr, 
Clark  bought  out  the  interests  of  his  [lart- 
ners  in  the  business.  In  188 1  fire  again 
visited  him,  a  part  of  the  buildings  he  occu- 
pied being  destroyed.      In  spite  of  these  diffi- 


culties Mr.  Clark  has  enlarged  the  business 
until  it  includes  a  lumber-yard,  saw-mill,  and 
other  wood-working  industries,  as  well  as 
sash,    doors,    blinds,    etc. 

Mr.  Clark  was  one  of  the  first  to  feel  the 
necessity  of  village  water-work:,,  and  has 
been  active  in  procuring  this  advantage  to  the 
town.  He  is  at  present  President  of  the 
Deposit  Water  Company.  At  one  time,  be- 
ing a  member  of  the  School  Board,  the  edu- 
cational affairs  of  the  village  engaged  con- 
siderable of  ills  attention.  He  is  always 
actively  interested  in  the  Presbyterian  church, 
of  which  he  is  a  member.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clark  have  one  daughter,  I'^lvira  H.,  who 
since  completing  her  eihication  has  resided 
with   her   parents. 


E.  WICKUTRE,  of  the  firm  of  Wick- 
wire  &  Russell,  dealers  in  hardware 
and  agricultural  implements  in  the 
village  of  Deposit,  has  been  engaged  in  trade 
here  since  1S67.  He  is  a  self-made  man, 
having  by  his  own  personal  enileavors  suc- 
ceeded in  his  business  untleitakings  without 
assistance.  His  father,  Isaac  Wickwire,  was 
born  in  Cornwall,  Conn.,  and  married  Nancy 
Evans,  of  Middletown,  in  the  same  State. 
He  was  a  contractor  and  builder,  and,  having 
come  to  New  York,  had  a  contract  on  the 
State  Prison  at  Auburn  previous  to  the  birth 
of  his  son,  A.  E.  Later  he  had  a  contract  on 
the  I{rie  Canal  acpieduct  at  Schenectady,  and 
was  afterwaril  a  subcontractor  on  the  Croton 
Water-works   for    New    York   City.      He  com- 
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manclcd  a  company  in  tlic  War  of    1S12.      His 

(Icatli  occurred  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years. 
Tlie  iiiDther  of  Mr.  A.  1''..  Wickwire  was  his 
second  wife.  -She  died  wlien  fifty-nine  years 
old.  .Sjiencer  Wickwii'e  was  a  s(jn  by  tlie  first 
wife.  He  died  at  Troy,  N.Y.,  at  the  ad- 
vanceil   age  of   ninety  years. 

The  subject  of  the  present  sketch  is  the 
eldest  of  the  family  of  the  second  marriage. 
Me  was  born  one  and  one-half  miles  from 
Scheuectatly,  in  Saratog-i  County,  New  York, 
I'ehruary  7,  1S25.  His  boyhood  was  spent  in 
that  city,  where  he  received  a  limited  ctluca- 
lion  in  the  public  schools.  lie  has  made 
good  use  of  the  learning  there  acquired, 
building  upoii  it  as  a  foundation,  securing  by 
(jbservation  and  personal  application  in  the 
actual  experiences  of  business  life  a  store  of 
useful  information,  and  gaining  a  practical 
wisdom  which  is  of  much  more  use  in  a  busi- 
ness life  than  a  classical  education.  lie 
learned  his  trade  of  boiler-maker  in  the  Utica 
&  Schenectady  Railroad  shops,  where  he 
served  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years,  mean- 
while giving  attention  also  to  other  things 
which  ca.me  under  his  observation.  When 
twenty-two  years  old,  he  began  to  run  a  loco- 
motive on  what  is  now  the  Utica  and  .Sche- 
nectad)'  division  of  the  New  \'ork  Central  iv 
Iluilson  ■  Jviver  Railroail.  The  first  year  he 
shifted  cars  in  the  yards  at  Schenectady,  and 
by  this  exi)erience  became  familiar  with  the 
mechanism  and  working  of  the  steam-engine, 
his  knowledge  and  skill  in  these  matters  com- 
ing to  him  easily  and  naturally,  so  to  speak. 
He   was   then    placed    in    the  regular   service, 


and  continued  as  locomotive  engineer  for  five 
years  on  that  road.  He  then  run  on  the  old 
Rome  &  Waterlown  Railway,  in  tlie  pas- 
senger service,  for  a  [leriod  of  thirteen  years. 
He  was  (|uick-sighlecl,  co(d-lu;ade(l,  and  care- 
tul,  and  had  but  few  accidents  while  in  lliis  al- 
ways hazardous  employment.  His  engine  dur- 
ing the  time  left  the  track  twice,  and  rolled 
down  the  bank,  injuring  several  and  causing  the 
loss  of  some  lives.  \n  July,  1S64,  he  left  the 
railroad,  and  entrat/cd  foi-  a  time  with  Horton 
liruthers,  hardware  ilealers  at  ]5inghamton. 
Having  thus  obtained  an  insight  into  that 
business,  in  1S67  he  crime  to  Deposit,  and 
formed  a  partnership  with  I\I.  C.  Russell;  and 
the  name  of  the  firm  has  remained  the  same 
since.  Heginuing  in  a  modest  wa)',  having 
a  small  stock  of  stoves  and  tinware,  they  were 
successful,  and  in  1S74  put  in  a  general  line 
of  hardware  and  agricultural  implements. 
h"or  the  last  seventeen  years  they  have  been 
the  agents  for  tlie  Delaware  &  Hudson  Canal 
Company's  coal,  and  for  the  puri^ose  of  hand- 
ling that  commodity  have  erected  extensive 
coal-sheds.  They  have  been  very  active  in 
business,  and  have  had  large  success.  Their 
])resent  two-story  frame  building  was  erected 
by  the  firm  in  1.S81,  taking  the  place  of  one 
destroyed  ]))■  fire  on  the  same  spot. 

Mr.  Wickwire  was  married  in  1 85 1  to 
I'jnma  Hcjrtun,  daughter  of  William  H.  Hor- 
ton, of  Saratoga  County.  The  union  was 
l.ilessed  with  six  children,  of  whom  ICmma  J., 
I""rank  H.,  Isabel,  and  Zenas  are  deceased. 
The  living  are:  A.  .Seymour,  a  well-known 
Deposit   business  man;  and    lulward   M.,  who 
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is  engaged  with  Charles  Miller's  Transporta- 
tion Company  at  Buffalo.  Rlr.  Wickwire 
takes  a  lively  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  vil- 
lage and  its  neighborhood,  being  fully  as 
wide-awake  and  active  as  the  younger  men  of 
the  place.  He  is  the  Vice-President  of  the 
lilectric  Light  Company,  and  owns  fifteen  out 
of  the  thirty-two  shares  in  the  Deposit  Build- 
ing and  Improvement  Association.  Frater- 
nally, he  is  a  member  of  the  Deposit  Lodge, 
A.  V.  &.  A.  M.,  No.  396,  and  of  Utica  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templars,  No.  3.  Politi- 
cally, he  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  been  the 
Chairman  of  the  Village  Board.  He  traces 
his  lineage  back  to  English  and  Welsh  ances- 
tors. He  belongs  "to  that  foresighted,  enter- 
prising class  of  people  who  make  such  towns 
as  Deposit  —  a  truth  which  carries  with  it  to 
those  acquainted  with  this  stirring  place  its 
own   conclusions. 


|HARLi:S  T.  DICKSON,  Postmaster  at 
West  End,  a  suburb  of  Binghamton, 
Broome  County,  N.Y.,  was  born  in 
Colesville,  in  this  county,  May  5,  1843,  son 
of-  David  and  Laura  (Watrous)  Dickson.  His 
grandfather,  George  Dickson,  was  born  in 
Smallholni,  Scotland,  September  30,  1755, 
and,  emigrating  to  America,  arrived  in  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  in  October,  1761.  At  Brattle- 
boro,  Vt.,  on  May  4,  1780,  he  married  Miss 
Eunice  Greenleaf.  The  celebrated  Quaker 
poet,  John  Greenleaf  Whittier,  was  near  rela- 
tive of  his  wife's  family  in  a  later  generation. 
Mr.  George   Dickson  was  a  soldier  in  the  War 


of  the  American  Revolution.  He  removed 
with  his  family  to  Cambridge,  N.Y.,  and, 
after  residing  there  a  few  years,  came  to 
Broome  County  in  1809,  and  bought  land  near 
Colesville  May  4  of  tliat  year,  and  made  a 
home  in  the  woods.  Eunice,  his^  wife,  died 
September  15,  1839.  ^^'^  survived  her  a 
little  more  than  six  years,  and  died  January 
30,  1846.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church. 

David  Dickson,  the  father  of  Charles,  was 
born  P"ebruary  27,  1801,  in  Cambridge,  N.Y., 
and  was  the  second  youngest  of  a  family  of 
eleven  children.  He  was  a  farmer  and  mill- 
wright, and  erected  several  mills  in  Broome 
County  and  its  vicinity.  A  mill  built  by 
him  at  Centre  Village,  N.Y.,  is  still  in  opera- 
tion, and  also  one  at  Ouaquaga.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Laura  Watrous  September  16,  1824. 
She  was  born  May  25,  1804,  and  died  January 
19,  1887.  Of  their  nine  children,  seven  lived 
to  maturity,  namely:  Nancy,  deceased;  the 
Rev.  William  W.,  a  minister  of  the  Metho- 
tlist  church  at  Colorado  Springs,  Col. ;  Delia 
M.,  wife  of  James  R.  Belding,  of  Benkleman, 
Neb.;  Almira  D.,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Hulce,  of  Cen- 
tral City,  Neb. ;  Sarah  A.,  wife  of  John  Ben- 
nett, of  Windsor,  N.Y.;  Charles  T. ;  and 
George  M.,   deceased. 

After  finishing  the  course  of  study  taught 
in  the  schools  in  Windsor,  N.Y.,  Charles  T. 
Dickson  took  up  farming,  which  he  continued 
until  some  time  after  the  beginning  of  the 
late  Civil  War,  when  he  was  enrolled  in  Com- 
pany A,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-seventh 
New   York   Volunteer   Infantry.      This  was  in 
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January  of    1863;  and  he  entered  as  musician, 

whicli  position  he  filled  under  J(jhn  M.  Davis, 
cliief  band-master.  He  was  in  the  de])art- 
ment  of  the  South,  and  was  stationeil  at  l-'olly 
Island,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  ant!  l'"ernaudina, 
l""la.  He  was  in  the  service  until  April, 
1 866,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Wrecker's  Island,  N.Y.  He  then  returned  to 
Windsor,  N.Y.,  where  he  carried  on  a  farm 
for  some  j'ears,  coming  from  there  in  1873 
to  Ringhamton.  He  purchased  property  near 
what  is  now  the  village  of  Lester  Shire, 
N.Y.,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  different 
occupations.  The  post-office  at  West  End 
was  established  November  25,  i8Sg;  and  on 
November  i,  1S92,  Mr.  Dickson  received  the 
appointment  of  Postmaster. 

Mr.  Charles  T.  Dickson  married  for  his 
first  wife  Miss  Alice  Moon,  who  died  leaving 
two  children,  Lewis  and  Henry.  The  last- 
named  is  General  Secretary  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  at  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
He  married  second,  on  Sei)tember  16,  1864, 
Miss  Nettie  15.  Brown,  daughter  of  Alfred  M. 
Brown,  of  Binghamtou,  N.Y.  They  have  one 
son,  Alfred  15.  Another,  Ralph  C,  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years.  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Floral  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church,  of 
which  Mr.  Dickson  is  one  of  the  elders. 

He  was  Assessor  for  four  years,  and  also 
for  one  year  Clerk  of  the  town  of  Bingham- 
tou. In  Grand  Army  circles  Mr.  Dickson  is 
a  prominent  member  of  the  John  J.  Bartlett 
Post.  He  is  a  thorough  and  faithful  adherent 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  enjoys  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  the  community,  and  well 


deserves   honorable   mention    in    this    book   of 
biographies. 


DWARD  K.  SNYDER,  M.D.,  a  gentle- 
man of  the  highest  professional  attain- 
ments, and  one  of  the  most  distinguishetl 
homceopathie  physicians  in  Central  New  York, 
is  a  fitting  subject  for  biographical  representa- 
tion in  a  work  designed  to  perpetuate  the  life 
records  of  the  eminent  citizens  of  Bruome 
County.  A  resident  of  Binghamtou,  he  was 
born  in  Newark  Valley,  Tioga  County,  N.Y., 
August  3,  1848,  and  is  the  son  of  William 
C.  and  Eliza  (Simmons)  Snyder,  tlie  former  of 
whom  was  at  one  time  a  well-known  mill- 
owner  and  manufacturer  of  lumber,  but  who 
later  in  life  devoted  his  time  to  agriculture. 
Mr.  -Snyder  was  Ijorn  in  Sempronius,  N.Y., 
and  was  of  German  ancestry.  He  came  to 
Newark  Valley  when  a  young  man,  and  in- 
vested largely  in  timber  lands,  becoming  in 
course  of  time  a  well-to-do  and  prominent 
citizen.  Remo\ing  later  to  Candor,  N.Y., 
he  died  there  July  23,  18S2.  His  wife,  a 
daughter  of  I'2zra  Sinmions,  was  a  New  Eng- 
land lady  of  the  Puritan  stock.  She  died 
December  28,  18S3.  They  were  Methodists 
in  religion,  and  were  people  who  contributed 
in  no  small  degree  to  the  physical,  moral,  and 
spiritual  development  of  their  community, 
leaving  behind  them  the  fragrant  memory  of 
lives  spent  in  harmony  with  the  law  of  God 
and  with  love  to  their  fellow-men. 

Their  son,  Edward  E.,  received  his  rudi- 
mentary education  largely  by  carefully  di- 
rected  home    study   and    tutoring,    which    was 


442 


BIOGRAPHICAL   REVIEW 


supplemented  by  various  schools  about  the 
country,  lie  then  taught  for  a  time,  and 
read  medicine  with  the  late  Dr.  J.  V.  Dyke- 
man,  of  Candor,  N.Y.,  attending  medical 
lectures  at  Cincinnati,  Oiiio,  where  he  took 
his  first  degree  as  M.D.  ]5ecoming  inter- 
ested in  the  j^hilosophy  and  practice  of  the 
homoeopathic  system  of  medicine,  he  after- 
ward attended  medical  lectures  at  the  Hahne- 
mann Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  at 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1872.  After  his  graduation  at  Phila- 
delphia he  practised  medicine  at  Candor, 
N.Y.,  for  two  years,  and  then,  to  obtain  a 
deeper  knowledge  of  his  profession,  went  to 
Vienna,  where  he  took  thorough  post-graduate 
courses  of  instruction,  attending  the  lectures 
and  clinical  and  laboratory  demonstrations 
given  by  the  distinguished  professors  of  this 
most  celebrated  institution  of  medical  learn- 
ing. Here  he  enjoyed  abundant  privileges 
in  the  wards  of  the  famous  hospitals  and  in 
taking  special  courses  of  instruction  of  the 
celebrated  specialists  of  the  university,  thus 
acquiring  a  solid  and  practical  knowledge  of 
his  chosen  profession.  On  his  return  to 
America  he  practised  medicine  a  short  time 
at  New  Milford,  Pa.,  afler  which  he  located 
himself  peruumently  in  l^inghamlon,  N.V., 
on    b'ebruary   7,    iSSo. 

Dr.  Snyder  is  now  pleasantly  situated  at 
No.  27  Main  -Street  in  this  city,  enjoying  an 
extemled  practice  of  the  better  class,  and  oc- 
cupying a  most  prominent  ]ilace  among  Iiis 
brother  practitioners.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Broome  County   Homceopathic   Medical    .Soci- 


ety, of  which  he  has  been  the  President  a 
number  of  times,  and  is  now  one  of  the  Board 
of  Censors.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
State  Ilomctopathic  Medical  Society,  having 
been  Chairman  of  Bureaus,  and  is  now  one  of 
the  Censors.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Ilomciiopathy.  Besides 
his  connection  with  these  prominent  socie- 
ties, the  Doctor  was  a  member  and  delegate 
to  the  International  Homoiopathic  Society 
held  at  Atlantic  City,  antl  is  a  member  of  the 
State  Board  of  Medical  Examiners  for  the 
University  of  the  State  of  New  York.  At 
the  recent  annual  meeting  of  the  Interstate 
Homceopathic  Medical  Society  he  was  elected 
its  President. 

He  is  the  Consulting  Physician  of  Glen- 
mary,  and  is  also  interested  financially  in  this 
sanitarimn,  which  is  a  private  retreat  for 
those  suffering  with  nervous  ailments  and 
mental  diseases  and  those  addicted  to  the  use 
of  alcohol,  opium,  or  other  narcotics.  It  has 
been  in  active  and  successful  operation  since 
•January,  18S9,  when  it  was  opened  under  a 
license  granted  by  the  State  of  New  York. 
Glenmary,  at  Owego,  N.Y.,  is  well  known 
as  formerly  the  picturesque  country  seat  of 
Nathaniel  P.  Willis,  the  prose  writer  and 
poet,  who  named  it  for  his-  lo\'ely  ICnglish 
bride.  The  accommodations  have  been  in- 
creased by  the  adilitioii  of  two  annexes,  which 
are  scixarate  buildings  —  the  one  known  as  the 
.South  Cottage,  for  lailies  only;  and  the  other, 
the  North  Cottage,  for  gentlemen.  Various 
other  improvements  have  been  made  in  this 
institution    since    its    inception,    the    grounds 
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having  been  enlarged  by  the  purcliase  of  addi- 
tional land,  a  grccnliouse  erected,  and  various 
facilities  for  the  comfort  and  diversion  of  tlie 
patients  introduced,  including  an  amusement 
hall  for  billiards,  bowling,  and  other  recrea- 
tions, making  it  one  of  the  most  thoroughl)- 
equipped  and  best  appointetl  institutions  of 
the  kind  in  the  country.  The  medical  treat- 
ment is  himueopathic;  and  great  care  is  exer- 
cised in  the  selection  of  attendants,  those 
only  being  employed  who  are  thoroughly  ex- 
perienced and  who  are  courteous  in  their 
demeanor  and  kind  and  attentive  to  the  pa- 
tients. The  results,  as  witnessed  in  the 
number  of  recoveries  and  improvement  in  the 
condition  of  the  patients,  have  been  most  en- 
couraging, and  justify  a  continuance  in  the 
same  methods  and  lines  of  treatment  as  are 
now  employed.  The  general  arrangement  and 
construction  of  the  buildings  are  on  what  is 
known  as  the  "cottage  plan,"  which  secures 
the  best  sanitary  conditions,  greatest  facili- 
ties for  the  proper  classification  of  patients, 
and  the  most  homelike  environment,  and  also 
enables  the  management  to  give  to  each 
patient  a  maximum  of  individual  attention,  a 
private  room,  private  nurses,  and  private  table 
when  needful.  The  limitation  of  the  number 
of  jiatients  insures  to  each  regular  visitation 
by  the  physicians,  and  affords  them  an  oppor- 
tunit)'  for  examination  of  each  case  daily. 
The  i)rices  range  from  ten  dollars  per  week 
upward,  according  to  location,  apartments, 
and  the  degree  of   luxury   desired. 

Dr.  Edward  E.  Snyder  married  Miss  Emma 
A.  Smith,  of  Otsego,  N.Y.,  daughter  of  Ed- 


ward Smith.  Two  children  have  graced  and 
perfected  their  happy  union,  William  C.  and 
liessie  !•..  J5()th  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  arc 
attendants  of  the  Congregational  church  and 
are  prominent  in  social  circles,  having  many 
sincere  and  admiring  friends.  In  the  task  of 
rescuing  from  tlesjiair  and  the  grave  so  many 
helpless  victims  of  misfortune  and  restoring 
them  to  an  equal  place  among  their  fellows 
capable  of  fighting  the  battle  of  life  onee 
more  on  their  own  behalf,  the  Doctor  is  doing 
a  great  and  noble  work,  and  one  that  brings 
its  own  reward,  not  simply  in  the  shape  of 
material  prosperity,  but  in  the  consciousness 
of  work  well  done  and  the  loving  gratitude  of 
those  to  whom,  as  a  good  physician,  a  friend 
in- need,  he  has  been  a  preserver  and  bene- 
factor. No  portrait  in  this  collection  will  be 
more  highly, appreciated  than  that  of  Dr.  Ed- 
ward E.  Snyder.  To  such  as  he,  of  the  noble 
army  of  healers,  speaks  the  beloved  poet, — • 

"The  holiest  task  by  Heaven  decreed, 
An  errand  all  divine, 
The  burden  of  our  common  need 
To  render  less  is  thine. 

"The  paths  of  pain  are  tliine.     Go  forth 
With  patience,  trust,  and  liope. 
The  sufferings  of  a  sin-sick  earth 
Shall  give  thee  ample  scope. 

"  Beside  the  unveiled  mysteries 
Of  life  iind  death  go  stand. 
With  guarded  lips  and  reverent  eyes 
And  pure  of  heart  and  liand. 

"'["hat  Good  Physician  liveth  yet, 
Thy  friend  and  guide  to  be. 
The  He.aler  by  Gennesaret 

Shall  w.ilk  tilt  rounds  with  thee." 
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JANDFORD  O.  LACEY,  architect 
and  builder,  of  l?iiig!iamton,  N.Y., 
is  a  grandson  of  David  Lacey,  who 
about  the  year  1790  migrated  from  New 
England  to  Susquehanna  County,  J'ennsyl- 
vania,  whose  forests  had  scarcely  heard  the 
ring  of  an  axe,  and,  with  a  few  families  that 
had  come  to  make  themselves  new  homes,  cut 
down  timber,  built  his  log  cabin,  and  settled 
there  for  life.  When  after  a  time  a  village 
sprang  up  around  them,  he  was  appointed  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  which  office  he  held  for 
many  years. 

James,  son  of  David  and  father  of  Sandford, 
was  born  in  Susquehanna  County  in  1831, 
and  was  in  turn  farmer,  tradesman,  and  con- 
tractor, but  being  really  by  trade  a  mechanic. 
In  1S71  he  removed  to  l?iughamton,  N.Y., 
and  worked  on  a  great  many  handsome  build- 
ings in  this  city,  but  has  not  been  in  business 
here  now  for  some  time,  as  he  holds  a  jiosi- 
tion  in  the  Construction  •  Department  of  the 
State  Capitol  at  Albany,  N.Y.,  under  Mr. 
I.  G.  I'erry,  the  .Superintendent.  Mr.  James 
Lacey  has  lield  this  situation  since  1888,  but 
still  retains  his  home  in  Binghamton.  lie  is 
a  member  of  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men. 
Mr.  Lacey  married  Miss  Nancy  A.  Butler, 
of  Browntown,  ]!radford  County,  Pa.  They 
reared  a  family  of  five  children,  namely:  Liz- 
zie A.,  wife  of  I<"rank  E.  Brown;  Sandford 
O. ;   I'rank   B. ;   Mary   A. ;   and    Marry   J. 

Sandford  O.  Lacey  was  born  at  West  Au- 
burn, Susquehanna  County,  Pa.,  October  9, 
1856,  and,  when  about  fifteen  years  of  age, 
came  with  his  parents  to  Binghamton,  N.Y., 


where  he  completed  his  education  in  the  high 
school.  Deciding  to  take  up  the  profession 
of  architecture,  in  1883  he  entered  the  office 
of  I.  G.  Perry,  one  of  the  most  celebrated 
architects  in  the  State  of  New  York,  his  rep- 
utation being  second  to  none.  .When  Mr. 
Perry  was  appointed  Capitol  Commissioner,  he 
accompanied  him  to  Albany,  and  was  in  the 
office  there  for  nine  years,  having  a  large 
range  of  public  business.  In  the  spring  of 
1892  Mr.  Lacey  returned  to  Binghamton,  and 
formed  a  partnership  with  E.  H.  Bartoo,  with 
whom  he  has  since  carried  on  the  work  of 
designing  and  contracting  for  buildings. 
The  Bijou  Opera  House  and  the  new  brick 
block  for  George  V.  O'Neil,  also  several  first- 
class  residences  in  ]5inghamton,  were  among 
the  first  contracts  they  filled,  making  a  pretty 
good  showing  for  one  summer,  doing  many 
thousand  dollars'  wortli  of  business  in  that 
time,  which  was  considered  extraordinary,  as 
it  was  a  very  dull  year,  and  they  had  been 
started  only  five  montlis.  Besides  these,  the 
firm  has  built  a  large  block  for  State  Treas- 
urer IClliot  Danforth  at  Bainbridge;  the  annex 
to  the  court-house  at  Delhi,  N.Y.;  and  other 
buildings  in  different  parts  of  the  State. 
There  is  a  beauty  of  design  and  elegance  of 
finish  in  the  work  of  Mr.  Lacey  which  speaks 
well  for  his  artistic  talent,  and  assures  him  an 
extensive  patronage  in  the  future. 

May  3,  1876,  Mr.  Lacey  married  Miss  Nel- 
lie Maxwell,  of  Heath,  Franklin  County, 
Mass.  She  was  born  January  11,  1857, 
daughter  of  Seth  A.  Maxwell,  a  member  of 
one  of  the  old  pioneer  families  of  Massachu- 
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setts,  and  a  descendant  of  Colonel  Hugh  Max- 
well,   so    celebrated    during    the    Revolution. 

Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lacey;  namely,  James  K.  and  llalbert  A. 
The  family  are  mcndjcrs  nf  Trinity  (  ICpisco- 
pal)   Church. 

Mr.  Lacey  is  a  gentleman  of  intellectual 
attainments  and  line  social  qualities,  and  is 
highly  popular  in  Binghaniton.  The  same 
energy  and  ambition  which  are  marked  char- 
acteristics of  his  father  can  with  ec[nal  truth 
and  propriety  be  saitl  to  distinguish  him.  He 
is  an  active  and  useful  member  of  society,  and 
takes  an  important  part  in  the  building  and 
beautifying  of  Binghamton.  While  lie  is  a 
Republican,  as  is  his  fatlier,  [xditically, 
neitJier  of  them  has  ever  been  ambitious  of 
ofTice. 


ENJAMIN  I'NGLI.SII,  a  highly  re- 
spected resident  of  the  town  of  Tri- 
angle, died  at  his  home  on  April 
i8,  1S94.  lie  was  one  of  the  reiiresentative 
farmers  of  Broome  County,  and  had  occupietl 
his  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  foi' 
thirty-seven  years.  He  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington County,  New  York,  in  18 10,  a  son  of 
Nathaniel  I"'nglish,  who  was  a  native  of  the 
same  count)'.  His  father  was  born  in  1787, 
and  died  in  the  town  of  Barker,  Broome 
County,  in  1S58.  The  grandfather  of  Benja- 
min was  Luke  luiglish,  also  from  Washington 
County,  where  he  was  an  extensive  farmer. 
He  was  the  father  of  thirteen  children,  all  of 
whom  readied  maturity  and  had  families  of 
their  own.      Luke  lin'flish  died  in  middle  life 


while  on  a  visit  at  Hamilton,  and  was  there 
buried.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  this  large 
family,  who  was  formerly  a  Miss  I'rince,  of 
Chenango  County,  outlived  him  many  years, 
anil,  remaining  on  the  old  farm  when  over 
eighty  years  old,  was  still  bright  and  active. 
She  was  a  woman  of  wonderful  vitality,  and 
lived  to  be  nearly  ninety  years  of  age. 

Nathaniel  English  married  Elizabeth  Bar- 
ber; and  they  came  to  Broome  County  in 
I  819,  bringing  three  children  with  them,  and 
later  having  their  little  family  increased  by 
ten  more,  who  were  iiorn  to  them  Jierc.  Of 
these  eight  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  grew 
up  but  Elizabeth,  who  died  when  eleven  years 
old.  There  are  now  living  four  sons  and 
three  daughters.  One  of  the  number.  Barber 
I'jiglish,  went  to  Michigan  in  iS5owith  his 
family,  and  later  to  Pike's  Peak,  where  he 
died  in  1858,  leaving  a  widow  and  two  chil- 
dren. Sidney  went  also  to  Michigan,  and 
sul)sec|uently  to  Iowa,  wliere  he  ilied  in  i  S90, 
sixty-eiglit  yeai\s  old,  leaving  a  widow  and 
two  chiUlren.  Erederick  died  in  Greene, 
N.Y.,  leaving  six  chiUlren.  Jane,  wife  of 
Jerome  Baker,  reared  tliirteen  children,  hav- 
ing three  times  given  birth  to  twins.  -She 
was  a  noble  wife  and  a  kind  mother,  and  died 
in  1891. 

Benjamin  English  was  brought  up  on  the 
farm  and  had  to  work  hard,  commencing  when 
but  a  lad.  He  had  but  a  limited  education, 
attending  the  district  school,  which  was  kept 
in  the  octagon  frame  school-house  at  Sap 
Bush,  acquiring  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
mentary   branches    most    needful    in    practical 
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life.  In  March,  1838,  when  twenty -nine 
years  old,  he  married  Sylvia  Hubbard,  who 
was  born  in  Paris,  Oneida  County,  N.Y.,  in 
1819.  ller  father  was  Oliver  Hubbard,  of 
Jefferson  County,  New  York;  and  her  mother 
was  formerly  Soi)hronia  Williams,  of  Madison 
County.  Mr.  Hubbard,  wiio  was  a  lawyer, 
had  a  farm  near  I'oolville,  where  tlie  family 
lived  for  many  years.  He  died  at  seventy- 
two  years  of  age.  His  widow  died  nine  years 
later,  aged  eighty-one.  Tliey  were  tlie  par- 
ents of  eight  children  who  reached  maturity 
and  of  five  who  died  when  young.  Three  of 
the  daughters  are  now  living:  Lucy,  widow  of 
William  I'reston,  at  I'oolville;  Sarah,  wife  of 
Orrin  Shoals,  of  Iowa,  who  has  five  children; 
and  Sylvia,  Mrs.  English.  Intelligent  and 
studious,  Sylvia  Hubbard  received  a  good 
education,  becoming  competent  to  teach,  and 
for  a  time  contemplated  following  that  occu- 
pation. Being  otherwise  led,  at  nineteen  she 
was  married,  and,  entering  domestic  life,  has 
found  an  ample  field  of  usefulness  and  full 
employ  for  all  her  excellent  capabilities  and 
acquirements.  Time  did  not  lie  heavily  on 
the  hands  of  either.  She  was  always  inter- 
ested with  her  husband  in  the  improvement 
of  the  farm  and  the  care  of  the  stock.  Mr. 
luiglish  was  a  successful  breeder  of  good 
horses,  keeping  in  his  stables  from  twelve 
to  thirty-two,  and  taking  several  premiums 
at  the  fairs.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  English  have 
had  eight  children,  two  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  James  died  at  seven  years,  Frank 
at  eight  years.  Oliver  was  a  soldier  in  the 
One  Hundred  and  Thirty-seventh   New  York 


Volunteer  Infantry,  and  after  about  one 
year's  service  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  where  he  was  buried  July  4, 
1863.  Charles  was  killed  by  a  falling  tree 
on  l'"ebruary  iS,  1S80,  when  twenty-nine 
years  old,  leaving  a  widow  and  two  chililren. 
George  Leroy  died  October  5,  1843,  when 
only  eight  niontlis  old.  Sidney  A.,  who  was 
born  June  30,  1846,  and  is  the  only  one  now" 
living,  is  managing  the  farm  at  home.  He 
was  married  to  Alice  Stowett ;  and  they  have 
one  adopted  son,  Willie,  a  youth  of  sixteen. 

Kind-hearted,  liberal  -  mindetl  Christians, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  English  at  the  time  of  his 
death  had  been  connected  with  the  Congrega- 
tional church  for  forty-seven  years,  he  most  of 
the  time  being  a  Trustee  of  the  organization. 
In  politics  Mr.  English  was  a  sound  Republi- 
can. He  was  familiarly  known  as  "Uncle 
Ben,"  and  will  long  be  remembered  as  a  man 
of  many  virtues  and  many  friends. 


\C/\;/ILLIAM  E.  AMES,  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Broome  County  Her- 
ald^ was  brought  up  on  a  farm,  and  in  his 
early  life  was  accustomed  to  farm  work.  He 
was  not  as  enthusiastic  an  agriculturist  as 
many  who  make  a  success  of  that  useful  and* 
honoral)le  calling,  his  tastes  leading  in  other 
directions.  He  was  a  youth  of  bright  intel- 
lect, fond  of  reading,  and  interested  in  mat- 
ters requiring  mental  application  rather  than 
physical  exertion ;  and  it  was,  therefore,  but 
natural  he  should  seek  work  in  a  different 
field.     The  press  is  an  immense  power  in  the 
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country;  and  this  power  is  sometimes  exer- 
cised to  pull  down  nither  than  build  up,  to 
work  harm  rather  than  good.  But  Mr.  Ames 
has  a  more  exalted  idea  than  this  of  the  duties 
of  his  position,  making  his  paper  a  reliable 
news-carrier  and  a  medium  of  thought  having 
a  tendency  to  instruct  and  elevate  its  readers. 
William  E.  Ames  was  born  at  De  Ruyter, 
Madison  County,  N.Y.,  April  8,  iS6o,  son  of 
Fordyce  W.  and  Electa  E.  (Ray)  Ames,  of 
Georgetown.  His  father  was  a  farmer;  and 
William  remained  at  home  until  eighteen 
years  old,  attending  school  and  working  on 
the  farm.  When  he  was  twenty-one  years  old, 
he  went  West  tu  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  there 
lived  for  two  years.  About  seven  years  ago 
he  entered  the  office  of  the  De  Ruyter 
Gleaner,  a  paper  published  by  his  brother, 
where  he  remained  for  six  years,  obtaining  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  both  printing  and  edi- 
torial work.  Having  served  this  apprentice- 
ship, and  thus  become  well  equipped  for  the 
Inisiness  for  which  he  had  a  natural  adap- 
tation, he  inirchased  on  the  ist  of  March, 
1893,  the  printing  plant  of  tiie  ]3roome 
County  Herald.  Under  his  efficient  manage- 
ment this  paper  has  made  rapid  progress. 
The  circulation  is  increasing,  the  improve- 
ment advancing  fully  in  keeping  with  the  pa- 
tronage; and,  as  editor  and  proprietor,  Mr. 
Ames  has  occasion  to  be  gratified  with  his 
success. 

Mr.  j\mes,  politically,  associates  with  the 
Republican  [Jarty,  and  takes  an  interest  in  the 
advancement  of  what  he  believes  to  be  the 
right   policy  of   the  government,  but    is  not   a 


blind  partisan,  will  not  be  led  against  his 
own  judgment.  The  best  principles,  the  wis- 
est measures,  regardless  of  the  political  or- 
ganization by  whom  they  may  be  advocated  — 
of  these  he  designs  to  make  the  Herald  the 
exponent.  Mr.  Ames  was  married  in  Decem- 
ber, 18S6,  to  Ettie  M.  Newitt,  a  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  Henry  I.  Newitt,  of  De  Ruyter. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ames  have  one  son,  Roy  W. 
Mr.  Ames  possesses  social  qualities  which 
make  him  an  agreeable  companion.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men, 
and  an  intelligent,  active  worker  in  every 
commendable   enterprise. 


ON.  LSRAia.  T.  DEYO,  ex-member 
'— •  I  of  the  State  Asseml)ly  from  liroome 
County,  one  of  tlie  partners  in  the 
prominent  law  firm  of  Carver,  Deyo  &  Jen- 
kins, of  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Union,  N.Y.,  January  28,  1S56,  son 
of  Richard  and  Caroline  (Aker)  Deyo.  His 
father  was  from  Ghent,  Columbia  County,  and 
came  from  the  old  French  Huguenot  stock 
which  settled  in  Ulster  County,  New  York. 
He  moved  to  this  part  of  the  country,  which 
was  then  called  Western  New  York,  in  1850. 
Here  he  lived  on  a  farm  until  his  death 
March  12,  i§S8,  leaving  a  widow,  who  still 
resides  at  the  old  homestead.  Six  children  of 
Mr.  Richard  Deyo  are  now  living,  namely: 
M.  L.  Deyo,  Professor  of  Mathematics  and 
Physics  in  Albany  Academy;  Joseph  and 
R.  II.  Deyo,  both  farmers  —  i)ne  on  tlie  home 
farm,   and   the   otlicr   on   one   adjoining;   Mrs. 
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Willhuii  y\kcr,  living  on  llie  old  hoincstciul ; 
Gertrude,  teacher  in  public  school  of  this 
city;    and   Israel   T.,    subject    of   this   sketch. 

v\s  an  example  of  untirin;;'  perseverance  in 
accjuiring  an  education,  Mr.  Deyo  stands 
equal  with  any  of  the  great  men  in  this  coun- 
try celebrated  in  history.  Three  months  at 
one  time,  nine  months  at  another,  was  all  the 
schooling  he  got  in  any  one  year  till  in  Octo- 
ber of  1870  he  entered  the  ]5inghamton  High 
School,  walking  from  his  home  four  miles 
away  in  the  morning  and  back  again  at  night 
during  the  fall  and  winter  term.  Only  one 
entire  year's  course  in  school  did  this  young 
man  have  before  entering  college.  Most  of 
his  preparatory  work  was  done  at  this  high 
school  and  in  Cortland,  where  he  studied  a 
little  while.  Me  taught  school,  still  keeping 
up  his  studies,  and  gratluatetl  with  honor  as 
valedictorian  of  his  class  in  1S75.  lie  en- 
tered Amherst  College,  and  there  his  work 
was  as  thorough  and  his  moral  excellence  as 
marked  as  at  home.  At  college  no  luxurious 
rooms,  no  club  suppers,  or  extravagances  were' 
his,  but  hard,  faithful  study,  which  laid  the 
foundation  for  the  trust  and  confidence  of  the 
people,  who  were  proud  to  be  represented  by 
him  in  the  legislature*  At  Amherst  he  was 
graduated,  taking  the  degree  of  B.A.,  in 
1879.  He  then  became  Principal  of  Whit- 
ney's Point  union  school  and  academy  for 
eighteen  months,  going  from  there  to  the 
Cortland   Normal   School   as   teacher. 

lie  began  reading  law,  still  continuing  to 
teach  until  May,  1SS2,  when  he  entered  the 
office   of    D.    n.    Carver,    Esq.,    then    District 


Att(nney  of  Proome  County,  and  devoted  him- 
self entirely  to  the  study  of  law.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  by  examination  at  Albany 
in  January,  18S3,  and  two  years  later  formed 
a  jiartneiship  with  Mr.  Carver.  Their  busi- 
ness increased  so  fast  they  took  another  part- 
ner, making  the  now  well-known  firm  of 
Carver,  Deyo  &  Jenkins.  In  the  fall  of  1889 
Mr.  Deyo  was  elected  by  one  thousand  ma- ' 
jority  member  of  Assembly  fVom  Broome 
County;  was  elected  a  seconil  time,  by  two 
thousand;  and  was  elected  for  a  third  and  a 
fourth  term,  serving  1890-93  inclusive  —  a 
length  of  time  unprecedented  in  the  county. 
The  World,  in  an  article  at  the  time  of  the 
last  election,  said:  "Broome  is  a  two-term 
county.  That  is,  it  is  an  unwritten  law  with 
the  Republicans  to  give  a  man  only  two  terms 
in  the  Assemlily.  Deyo,  in  the  Assembly  this 
year,  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  members, 
and  was,  without  any  question,  the  best  in- 
formed member  in  the  whole  House  on  pend- 
ing legislation.  His  friends  want  to  send 
him  back.  They  say  that  he  will  break  the 
rule,  and  get  his  third  nomination."  He 
did  get  it,  and  without  an  opposing  candi- 
date. The  Binghamton  Republican,  in  regard 
to  this  last,  said:  "The  rotary  machine  stops 
for  Assemblyman  Deyo  without  a  squeak.  In* 
proposing  his  nomination  for  a  third  term, 
Judge  Eilwards  expressed  the  unanimous  senti- 
ment of  the  county.  Mr.  Deyo  has  been 
industrious  in  ofiFice,  faithful,  painstaking, 
honest,  vigilant,  and  able;  and  he  has  won  a 
position  of  prominence  and  influence  which 
is  highly  honorable  to  this  county." 
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The  Albany  J(>/o->m/  of  February  25,  1892, 
said,  "Assemblyman  Deyo,  of  ]5roomc  County, 
fearless,  straiyjlitfurward,  and  incorruptible, 
put  some  unanswerable  queries  to  the  ad- 
vocates of  this  bill."  This  was  in  relation 
to  the  street  railroads  of  New  York  City, 
and  in  his  arraignment  of  the  monopolists 
Mr.  l^eyo  said:  "The  Mayor  of  the  city 
of  New  York  had  deemed  it  necessary  to 
appeal  to  the  hayseed  members,  to  protect 
that  great  city  from  the  acts  of  its  own  mem- 
bers." He  has  served  with  untarnished 
credit  on  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the 
Judiciary  and  Cotles  being  tlie  most  impor- 
tant. Me  has  looked  after  the  interests  of 
_this  county  and  this  city,  particularly  the 
.State  Insane  IIosi>ital  locateil  here.  A  tax 
bill  hg  got  through  the  legislature  in  March, 
1S92,  was  of  such  vital  importance  that  Gov- 
ernor Flower,  in  signing  it,  appended  the  fol- 
lowing memorandim) :  "This  bill  is  intended 
to  remedy  an  evil  which  has  existed  for  a  long 
time,  and  which  earnest  legislators  have 
sought  in  vain  to  coirect  in  i)revious  legis- 
lative sessions.  .  .  .  The  law  has  afforded  a 
ready  means  for  the  escape  of  personal  prop- 
erty from  taxation  by  allowing  deductions  in 
the  assessment  of  personal  property  for  all 
'just  debts.'  It  is  believed  that  debts  liave 
been  temi)orarily  contracted  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  evading  taxation,  and  that  by  this  de- 
vice a  Targe  share  of  personal  property  has 
esca[)ed  any  taxation  whatsoever.  This  is 
what  the  measure  before  me  aims  to  do.  It 
prohibits  deductions  from  the  assessment  of 
personal  property  for:  debts   for  the  purchase 


of  non-taxable  projierty;  debts  on  account  of 
indirect  liability,  as  surety,  guarantor,  in- 
dorses, or  otherwise;  debts  contracted  for  the 
[)urpose  of  evading  taxation.  This  legisla- 
tion ought  to  increase  greatly  the  proportion 
of  taxes  yielded  by  personal  pnjiiert)',  and  to 
tlo  much  toward  equalizing  the  Ininlens  of 
taxation." 

In  commenting  on  this  bill,  the  Bingham- 
ton  Herald  of  April,  1892,  said:  "It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  Mr.  Deyo's  measure  will  accom- 
plish the  object  intended;  and  then,  if  the 
law  proves  obnoxious  to  the  majority,  or  un- 
just even  to  the  minority,  it  is  hoped  he  will 
bend  his  energies  to  the  enactment  of  new 
laws,  which  will  give  justice  to  all.  Mr. 
Deyo  seems  to  be  continually  striving  to  get 
at  the  'meal  in  the  coc(janut  ' ;  and,  when  a 
Democratic  governor  takes  occasion  to  com- 
ment on  a  Republican  Assemblyman's  bill  in 
the  manner  in  which  his  Fxcellency  did  on 
this  child  of  the  brain  of  Broome's  represen- 
tative, it  seems  good  evidence  that  there  is 
something  in  the  measure.  Time  will  tell." 
Mr.  O'Connor,  the  Senator  from  this  district, 
says  of  Mr.  Deyo  that  it  can  be  imagined 
that  he  amounts  to  something  in  Albany, 
when  half  of  the  legislators  watch  his  way  of 
voting  on  a  measure  as  a  guiile  to  them. 

In  April,  1892,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  his 
pu]}lic  diities  at  Albany  on  account  (jf  serious 
illness,  which  lasted  many  months.  In  the 
winter  of  1893  he  was  ordered  South  by  his 
physicians.  Accomjjanied  by  his  wife,  he 
went  to  St.  Augustine,  I'"la.,  where  for  sev- 
eral   weeks  he  was  confined    to    his  bed;   but 
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at  last  he  reciipcratctl  sufficiciitly  to  return 
home,  arriving  in  the  last  of  I\Iarch.  The 
New  York  Tribune  of  April  12,  1892,  had 
the  following:  "Assemblyman  Israel  T.  Deyo, 
who  was  compelled  to  leave  Albany  by  serious 
illness,  is  one  of  the  ablest  Republican  mem- 
bers of  the  Assembly  —  one  whose  services 
have  been  useful,  not  only  to  his  district,  but 
to  the  whole  State.  Mis  illness  is  a  distinct 
misfortune.  Mr.  Deyo  is  at  ]3resent  much  im- 
proved, and  expects  to  resume  his  seat  at  y\l- 
bany  during  the  last  weeks  of  the  session." 

One  of  the  highest  and  most  distinguished 
honors  ever  conferred  upon  Mr.  Deyo  was  his 
recent  appointment,  April,  1S94,  by  Governor 
Mower,  to  constitute,  with  Judge  W.  L. 
Learned,  of  Albany,  and  Dr.  Austin  Flint, 
the  well-known  physician  of  New  Vork  City, 
a  commission  or  examining  board  to  investi- 
gate the  charges  maile  against  the  manage- 
ment of  the  lillmira  Reformatory  at  IClmira, 
N.Y.  Mr.  Deyo  is  a  member  of  Otseningo 
Lodge,  No.  421;  Binghamton  Chapter,  No. 
177,  antl  a  Sir  Knight  ol  Malta  Commandery 
of  Binghamton.  Mr.  Deyo  married  Aliss 
Edith  Weld  June  26,  1889;  and  they  have 
a  son,  Austin  Weld  Deyo.  They  are  mem- 
bers of  the  First  Congregational  Cluirch,  Mr. 
Deyo   being  a   Trustee. 

The  firm  of  Carver,  Deyo  &  Jenkins  have 
a  very  large  practice,  and  are  attorneys  for 
the  Security  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company, 
for  the  Binghamton  Loan  Association,  and 
other  companies.  Unaided,  without  any  of 
the  advantages  of  wealth  or  political  influ- 
ence, Mr.  Deyo  has,  by  energy,  industry,  and 


pluck,  forged  ahead;  has  already  rendered 
eminent  services  to  his  country;  and,  with 
restored  health,  may  be  relied  on  to  do  more 
and  yet  greater  work.  His  useful  and  honor- 
able career  is  a  shining  example  to  the  young 
men  of  this  State,  to  all  to  whom  "new  occa- 
sions teach  new  duties." 


LBERT    S.    RENNIE,   Cashier  of    the 


-Security  Mutual  Life  Association  of 
Binghamton,  N.Y.,  one  of  the 
strongest  of  the  kind  in  the  country,  was  born 
in  Madoc,  Ontario,  Canaela,  April  24,  1863, 
son  of  the  Rev.  John  and  ]5essie  (St. -Clair) 
Rennie.  The  father  was  born  in  England, 
and  when  between  eight  and  nine  years  old 
emigrated  with  his  father,-  James  Rennie, 
to  Canada,  settling  at  Madoc,  above  men- 
tioned. 

The  Rev.  John  Rennie,  a  minister  of  the 
Methodist  cluu'ch,  moved  to  Binghamton  in 
18G5,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the 
boot  and  shoe  business,  but  is  now  retiretl. 
He  organized  the  Chenango  Street  Methodist 
Church  of  Binghamton,  and  preached  tliere  for 
some  time.  He  is  an  upright.  Christian 
gentleman,  and  deeply  respected  by  all  classes 
in  the  city  of  Binghamton.  His  residence  is 
on  the  corner  of  Walnut  Street  and  Seminary 
Avenue.  The  family  consisted  of  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  Mattie  L.,  wife  of  Franklin 
B.  Riker,  of  Binghamton;  Mary  E.,  Mrs. 
Charles  M.  Turner,  of  the  same  place;  Maud 
S.,  wife  of  John  H.  W.  Davis;  William  H., 
of  Binghamton;  and  Albert,  whose  name  ap- 
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pears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.      The   mother 
died   January   27,    18S4. 

Albert  S.  was  educated  at  the  high  school 
of  ]5inghaniton,  and  then  at  a  business  col- 
lege, after  which  he  was  in  the  book  and 
stationery  business  in  Toronto,  Canada,  hav- 
ing two  stores,  one  at  No.  205  Young  Street, 
and  another  on  the  corner  of  Markham  and 
Queen  Streets.  He  continued  in  this  busi- 
ness for  two  years,  when  he  sold  it  out  to 
accept  the  position  of  Cashier  of  the  Security 
Mutual  Life  Association  in  1888.  He  is  now 
one  of  the  stockholders  of  the  company,  and 
gives  to'  it  his  whole  time  and  attention. 

The  system  ailopted  by  this  company  avoids 
, the  excessive  premiums  of  the  "old  line  com- 
panies," and  occupies  the  middle  groimd  be- 
tween the  two  extreme  systems  in  vogue, 
being  the  result  of  long  study,  patient  inves- 
tigation, and  scientific  analysis  of  all  the  life 
insurance  methods  of  the  past.  That  the  plan 
of  the  company  has  all  the  elements  of  sound, 
safe,  and  reliable  insurance  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  it  has  already  the  largest  sLn"j)lus 
in  proportion  to  outstanding  insurance  of  any 
co-operative  company  in  the  world,  ami  ex- 
ceeds the  most  of  the  "old  line  companies." 
Mr.  Rennie  was  also  connected  with  the  Re- 
serve Fund  Life  and  Accident  Company  of 
Toronto,  holding  the  position  of  Superintend- 
ent of  Agencies  fcjr  the  Province  of  Ontario. 

Mr.  ]\.ennie  is  an  enthusiastic  lover  of 
athletic  exercises  and  games,  and  was,  while 
in  Toronto,  editor  of  tl^e  weekly  Athlete^  a 
sporting  journal  published  in  that  city.  He 
was   President  of    the   Commercial   Base    Ball 


League  of  Ontario  during  the  season  of 
1S87-88.  But  it  is  most  especially  as  a 
bicyclist  that  Mr.  Rennie  is  celebrated,  being 
known  as  a  chamjjion  wheelman.  In  the 
years  of  18S5-86  he  won  eleven  races  over 
such  celebrities  as  Moody,  Hill,  Campbell, 
McLean,  and  others.  The  Daily  Citizen  of 
Ottawa,  speaking  of  Mr.  Rennie,  placed  him 
at  the  head  of  the  list  of  Canadian  athletes. 
He  is  at  present  President  of  the  Binghamton 
organization  known  as  the  Liberty  Wheel 
Club,  which  counts  among  its  members  some 
of  the  finest  wheelmen  in  the  city.  While 
residing  in  Toronto,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Canadian  Wheelmen  Assembly  and  Lieuten- 
ant of  the  Wanderers'  Bicycle  Club.  Mr. 
Rennie  is  an  attendant  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  makes  his  home  with  his 
sister,  Mrs.  Charles  M.  Turner,  of  No.  73 
Main   Street,    Binghamton. 

Possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  social  ac- 
complishments, Mr.  Albert  S.  Rennie  is  a 
welcome  ])erformcr  in  the  various  entertain- 
ments given  by  the  religious  and  benevolent 
societies  of  the  city,  whose  programmes  he 
brightens  witli  his  versatile  acting  and  beauti- 
ful voice.  His  delightful  rendering  of  hu- 
morous and  dialect  songs  never  fails  in 
bringing  his  audience  to  the  highest  pitch  of 
[jjeasure  and  winning  a  storm  of  well-deserved 
]dauilits.  It  is  not  out  of  place  liere  to  men- 
tion that  these  fascinating,  entertaining  qual- 
ities are  a  family  trail,  as  iiis  sisters,  Mrs. 
P'rank  Riker,  Mrs.  John  Davis,  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Turner  are  equally  gifted  in  these 
respects.      Mr.  Rennie    is  an  active  and   ener- 
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getic  young  man,  and  is  a  social  favorite  in 
IHnghaniton.  He  is  especially  well  adapted 
to  the  responsible  position  he  fills  at  present, 
and  is  fortunate  in  being  associated  with  so 
substantial  a  system  of  insurance  which  gives 
such  sure  promise  of  becoming  one  of  the 
safest   of   the   kind   yet   founded. 


iOLONKL  GEORGI'  W.  DUNN,  the 
present  popular  and  efTicient  Clerk  of 
the  Assembly  and  ex-Postmaster  of 
the  city  of  Binghamton,  is  an  excellent  rep- 
resentative of  those  gallant  men  who,  when 
our  country  was  threatened  with  ruin  and  dis- 
ruption, with  patriotic  impulse  and  heroic 
daring  nobly  left  home  and  friends,  and  on 
blood-drenched  fields,  at  the  cannon's  mouth, 
facing  the  foeman's  steel,  toiled  and  fought 
ancl  endured  until  the  black  pall  of  treason 
and  desolation  was  lifted,  and,  with  the  note 
of  Northern  victory  ringing  from  the  Missis- 
sipjji  to  Appomattox,  Columbia  beheld  the 
rising  of  a  new  sun,  the  bright  effulgence  of 
anew  dawn  —  the  sun  of  universal  freedom, 
and  the  dawn  of  liberty  and  equality  for  all, 
insuring  the  perpetuity  of  national  existence. 
As  the  world  knows,  fliany  of  those  brave 
heroes  returnetl  no  more.  Martyrs  to  love  of 
country,  they  laid  down  their  lives  on  the 
altar  of  liberty,  Jiaving  fought  a  good  fight 
and  borne  themselves  like  men.  The  others, 
more  fortunate,  returned  to  swell  the  tri- 
umphal pageant,  receive  the  sweet  incense  of 
a  nation's  gratitude,  and  clasp  again  in  lov- 
ing arms  wife,  children,    parents,   or  waiting 


sweetheart,  and  be  the  respective  centres  of 
ten  tliousand  joyous  and  happy  family  re- 
unions. These  are  they  whom  the  nation 
delights  to  honor;  and,  when  one,  having  laid 
down  the  sword  for  plough  or  pen,  has  by  rea- 
son of  his  native  talents  and  energy  attained 
a  high  position  in  civil  life,  no  true  American 
heart  is  found  to  grudge  him  his  well-deserved 
and  honoral)le  success.  One  of  such  is  the 
subject  of  this  biographical  sketch.  Colonel 
Dunn.  I^orn  in  tlie  town  of  Chenango, 
Broome  County,  N.Y.,  November,  1840,  he  is 
the  son  of  John  and  Isabella  (Black)  Dunn, 
tlie  former  of  whom  came  to  this  coimty  in  an 
early  day,  when  on  the  site  of  the  present 
thriving  and  populous  city  of  Binghamton 
there  existed  but  a  few  scattered  houses,  the 
jjlace  l)eing  known  as  Chenango  I'oint.  John 
I3unn  was  Ijorn  in  Albany,  and  was  an  agri- 
culturist by  occupation,  retiring  from  active 
farm  life  and  removing  to  the  city  some  four- 
teen years  before  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1S92.  llis  wife  was  of  the  good  old  stock 
of  New  ICngland  Blacks.  She  died  in  1890, 
having  reared  four  sons  and  two  daughters, 
and  leaving  behind  her  the  gracious  memory 
of  a  life  well  spent.  The  names  of  her  living 
children  are:  James  11.,  resident  in  15ing- 
hamton;  Cornelius  E.,  also  residing  in  this 
city;  Mary,  wife  of  David  Brown,  of  Bing- 
hamton ;    and  George  W. 

The  latter  received  his  elementary  educa- 
tion at  the  district  school,  and  later  attended 
a  commercial  college,  and  also  spent  one  year 
at  Susquehanna  Seminary.  About  this  time 
the    Civil    War    broke    out;    and,    filled    with 
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iwtriotic  ardor,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C, 
Twenty-seventh  New  York  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, receiving  the  rank  of  Sergeant.  The 
regiment  was  soon  on  the  field,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  first  battle  of  I^ull  Run,  where  he 
was  taken  prisoner,  and,  after  being  held  for 
two  months  at  Richmond,  was  sent  to  Perry 
Prison,  New  Orleans,  where  he  remained  initil 
the  attack  of  General  Butler  on  that  city, 
when  he  was  sent  to  Saulsbury,  and  paroled 
June  I,  1862.  After  being  exchanged,  he  re- 
entered the  service,  and  went  back  as  Captain 
of  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and  Ninth  New 
York.  This  regiment  became  a  part  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  was  engaged  in  the 
operations  under  General  Grant.  In  the  cam- 
paigns of  that  great  leader  Captain  Dunn  saw 
some  hard  fighting,  and  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Major  in  May,  1864.  After  the 
PiMiinsula  campaign  he  was  in  command  of  his 
regiment  until  the  sjiring  of  1S65,  participat- 
ing in  all  the  operations  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  March  g,  1865,  he  was  mustered 
out  on  general  orders  to  the  effect  that  all 
officers  who  had  served  continuously  for  three 
years  should  be  mustered  out  and  honorably 
discharged.  He  was  afterward  brevetted  Colo- 
nel. At  the  battle  of  Si^ottsylvania  Colonel 
Dunn  was  woundeil,  though  not  seriously. 
On  his  disgharge  lie  went  to  I'llmira,  N.Y., 
and  engaged  in  business  with  his  brother,  re- 
maining there  one  year,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  joined  an  expedition  to  Honduras, 
Central  America,  for  prospecting  and  mining 
purposes.  In  tlie  fall  of  1866  he  came  home, 
and  remained   inactive  for  some  time,  conval- 


escing from  the  effects  of  malaria  contracted 
in  the  unhealthy  regions  of  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama.  After  the  lapse  of  two  years  lie 
went  to  Washington,  D.C.,  where  from  1868 
to  1875  he  was  Supermtendent  of  the  public 
documents  ordered  published  by  Congress. 
In  the  latter  year  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  his 
county  on  the  Republican  ticket,  which  office 
he  held  for  three  years,  until  January  i,  1879. 
After  this  he  helped  to  organize  a  stock  com- 
pany, and  purchased  the  two  leading  news- 
papers, the  Republican  and  the  'fiuws,  of 
Binghamton,  and  consolidated  them  into  the 
Binghamton  Rcpub/ican,  he  being  the  pub- 
lisher and  Treasurer  until  he  was  ajajjointed 
Postmaster  by  President  Arthur,  December  20, 
1 88 1.  At  that  time  the  post-office  was  in  the 
old  McNamara  Block.  Colonel  Dunn  held 
the  office  until  August,  1S86,  and  during  that 
time,  in  1884,  establislied  the  free  deliv- 
ery service,  commencing  with  six  carriers. 
March  ij,  1S89,  he. was  appointed  Postmaster 
by  President  Harrison,  the  office  still  being 
in  the  old  McNamara  Block,  where  it  re- 
mained until  March,  1S92,  when  it  was  moved 
into  the  new  gcjvernment  building.  The 
force  lias  since  been  increased,  until  now 
seventeen  carriers  and  two  subcarriers  are 
employed,  and  the  office  force  jjractically 
doubled  t(j  meet  the  increasing  recpiirements 
of  the  service.  Upon  assuming  tlie  duties  of 
Postmaster,  C(donel  Dunn  reliiuiuished  liis 
connection  as  ])ublisher  with  the  15ingham- 
ton  Rcpublicait,  but  still  holds  the  office  of 
Treasurer. 

After  his  first  term  as  Postmaster  the  Colo- 
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nel  went  into  the  real  estate  business,  which 
he  prosecuted  successfully  for  some  time, 
lie  also  became  Mana^^er  of  the  l"2quitablc 
Accident  Association,  which  was  organized 
about  that  date,  and  witli  which  he  was  con- 
nected until  appointed  to  his  second  term  as 
Postmaster.  He  was  also  actively  concerned 
in  the  building  of  the  State  Insane  Asylum, 
being  President  of  the  ]5oard  of  Trustees,  and 
having  many  duties  in  connection  with  the 
establishment  of  that  institution.  He  has 
also  served  as  Police  and  Excise  Commis- 
sioner, and  is  at  the  present  writing  Presi- 
dent of  the  Binghamton  General  lilectric 
Company,  Vice-President  of  the  Bundy  Manu- 
facturing Company,  and  Director  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna Valley  Savings  Bank,  besides  hav- 
ing business  connections  with  several  other 
prominent  companies. 

On  November  15,  1870,  Colonel  Dunn  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  M.  Thomas,  of  the  town  of 
Chenango,  daughter  of  Wiley  \V.  and  Maria 
(Gilmore)  Thomas,  the  former  being  a  promi- 
nent agriculturist  and  early  settler  of  the 
county.  One  daugliter,  Mabel  1^.,  has  been 
born  to  grace  their  happy  union.  Both  Colo- 
nel Dunn  and  his  wife  are  attendants  and 
supporters  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and 
among  the  many  jirominent  and  honored  citi- 
zens of  Binghamton  none  are  more  witlely 
respected  and  esteemed  for  social  graces  and 
substantial  virtues  of  character.  The  Colonel 
is  an  honored  member  of  VVatrous  Post,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic;  and  all  who  know  him 
will  wish  that  this  gallant  soldier  may  long 
continue   to   serve   liis  city  and   community  in 


the  walks  of  civil  life,  as  he  bravely  served 
his  country  in  the  dark  and  stormy  days  of 
national  peril. 


(5 "Thomas  R.  LAKEY  has  been  a  resident 
(j|  of  Chenango  Forks,  town  of  Barker, 
Broome  County,  for  thirty-six  years,  and  has 
there  been  engaged  as  a  dealer  in  general 
merchandise  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He 
has  an  established  reputation  for  honesty  and 
uprightness,  his  every  transaction  with  the 
people  being  marked  with  characteristic  fair- 
ness. He  was  born  in  Westchester  County, 
town  of  Bedford,  in  18 14.  His  father,  John 
Lakey,  who  was  a  native  of  luiglancf,  came  to 
this  country  in  iSii,  and  was  married  to 
Abigail  Reynolds  daughter  of  Jonathan  and 
Sarah  (Sension)  Reynolds,  and  grand-daugh- 
ter of  Captain  Moses  Reynolds,  well  kpown 
in  that  county  as  a  brave  soldier  in  Colonial 
times. 

He  purchased  a  farm  at  Providence,  Lu- 
zerne County,  N.Y.,  where  he  died  in  the 
prime  of  life,  leaving  a  widow  and  three  chil- 
dren, namely:  Tliomas,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Lucinda,  widow  of  Samuel  Pardee, 
who  sojourns  in  different  cities  in  the  liast 
and  West ;  and  Charlotte,  wife  of  James 
Riggs,  of  Westchester  County,  who  died  in 
1858,  leaving  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 
Mrs.  Abigail  Reynolds  Lakey  died  in  Bed- 
ford at  the  age  of  forty  years. 

Mr.  Thomas  R.  Lakey  began  work  at  the 
shoemaker's  trade  in  the  town  of  South 
Salem,  county  of  Westchester,  which  occupa- 
tion  he   followeil   until    1858.      Tliere   he  was 
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married  to  Lucincla  Berry,  a  daughter  of  Cor- 
nelius and  I.ydia  (I'addock)  Herry,  of  I'utnam 
County.  Nine  children  were  born  to  them, 
six  daughters  and  three  sons,  all  of  whom 
grew  to  adult  life  excejjt  Thomas,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two  months.  The  living 
children  are:  Mary,  wife  of  Joshua  Lewis,  a 
carpenter  of  this  county,  who  has  five  chil- 
dren; Sarah,  wife  of  Oliver  Walton,  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.Y.,  having  two  daughters;  Abigail, 
wife  (jf  I,en>y  Terwilliger,  living  in  Kings 
County,  having  three  children;  Josephine, 
wife  of  Clark  K.  Whitbcck,  a  jiatrolman  of 
New  York  City,  having  four  children;  Cor- 
nelia, wife  of  Gaylord  Dunn,  living  in 
Merced  County,  California,  having  one  son 
and  one  daughter,  and  Zana  G.,  wife  of 
Newell  Hemenway,  having  one  daughter. 
Politically,  Mr.  f^akey  is  a  stanch  Demo- 
■  crat,  having  believed  for  years  that  the  prin- 
ciples advocated  by  that  organization  were 
calculated  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  the 
country  and  secure  to  the  people  the  greatest 
measure  of  prosi)erity.  He  has  contributed 
in  no  small  degree  to  the  advancement  of 
enterprises  looking  toward  the  benefit  of  the 
community  in  which  he  lives,  a  useful  and 
respected   citizen. 


jiaVELL  P.  ROCKWOOD,  whose  home 
is  now  in  Castle  Creek,  N.Y.,  is  a 
man  of  large  general  information, 
having  had  a  varied  experience  in  the  world  of 
business  and  adventure,  and  being  naturally 
observant  of  persons,  places,  and  things.      He 


is  a  gentleman  of  marked  individuality;  and, 
in  whatever  position  in  life  lie  has  been 
placed,  he  has  been  found  a  man  among  men, 
pleasant  and  entertaining,  and  of  a  disposi- 
tion calculated  to  make  strong  friends.  He 
was  born  in  Brighton,  Monroe  County,  N.Y., 
in  July,  I  S3 1,  son  of  Josiah  and  -  Emily 
(Phelps)  Rockwood,  his  mother  being  a  native 
of  Sufifield,  Conn.  His  grandfather  was  a 
New  ICngland  farmer,  who  lived  to  a  good  old 
age.  Mr.  Josirdi  Rockwood  died  in  Massa- 
chusetts in  1S60,  when  fifty-seven  years  of 
age.  Mrs.  funily  P.  Rockwood,  his  widow, 
long  surviving  him,  now  lives  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  A.  D.  French,  in  Milwaukee, 
Wis. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Josiah  Rockwood  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  two  of  whom  died 
in  infancy,  ami  one  at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 
Theodore,  one  of  the  sons,  enlisted  in  the 
Federal  army  during  the  War  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, from  New  Haven,  Conn.  He  was  a 
Captain  in  the  I-'irst  Connecticut  ]leav)- 
Artillery,  but  was  subsequently  transferred  to 
the  Twenty-ninth  Regiment  of  colored  troops, 
of  which  he  was  Major,  and  was  killed  in* 
front  of  Petersburg  when  twenty-eight  years 
old.  Newell  P.  Rockwood  enlisted  from 
Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1S62,  in  Company  K, 
Fourteenth  Regiment  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
remained  in  the  service  and  the  same  regi- 
ment until  Novemijcr  30,  1864,  when,  hold- 
ing a  Captain's  commission,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  resign  on  account  of  disability 
occasioned  by  a  severe  wound  received  during 
the  battle  of   the  Wilderness  in   the  preceding 
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May.  He  was  by  trade  a  painter  and  paper- 
hanj^er,  but  followed  tbat  occupation  but  little 
in  his  maturer  years. 

He  was  married  to  Ettie  J.  Alderman,  a 
daughter  of  Bradley  and  .Sarah  (I'hclps) 
Alderman,  January  17,  1861.  Her  parents 
were  from  Connecticut,  and  came  to  Castle 
Creek,  Broome  County,  N.Y.,  in  1S28,  with 
four  children,  making  the  journey  by  team 
and  settling  in  the  woods  near  this  village, 
where  they  built  a  small  frame  house,  among 
the  first  in  the  vicinity,  l^radley  Alderman 
died  in  August,  1870,  when  seventy-five  years 
old,  leaving  his  widow,  who  made  her  home 
with  her  son-in-law,  Mr.  Rockwood,  until  the 
time  of  her  death,  which  occurred  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1893.  They  had  buried  two  daugh- 
ters: Emily  F.,  wife  of  Jason 'H.  Payne,  who 
died  in  1852,  when  twenty-two  years  old;  and 
Fannie,  who  died  in  1857,  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years.  The  living  children  are:  Brad- 
ley J.,  a  resident  of  Castle  Creek;  Israel  P., 
a  farmer  on  the  old  homestead,  running  the 
saw  and  grist  mill,  which  he  built  on  the  old 
place;  Edwin  B.,  at  Riverside,  Cal.  ;  Sarah 
A.,  wife  of  De.xter  Cunningham,  living  at 
Anamosa,  la. ;  Talcott,  a  farmer  in  the  town 
of  Barker;  Amaret  L.,*  wife  of  II.  II.  IIos- 
mer,  of  Southwick,  Mass.  ;  Judson,  at  Ana- 
mosa, la.;  and  ICttie  J.,  the  wife  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newell  P.  Rockwood  came  to 
their  present  home  in  Castle  Creek  during  the 
spring  of  1887.  Mr.  Rockwood  has  been  a 
commercial  traveller  most  of  the  time  since 
he   left   the  army,  his  territory  covering   most 


of  the  States  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
He  belongs  to  the  Order  of  Red  Men,  Tribe 
Hiawatha,  No.  214,  Castle  Creek,  of  which 
he  was  tlic  first  Sachem.  He  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
for  the  past  fifteen  years  —  first  in  New  York 
City,  then  at  Milwaukee,  Wis. —  and  is  the 
present  Quartermaster  of  Post  No.  199,  Whit- 
ney's Point.  He  is  not  now  so  actively 
engaged  in  the  work  of  life  as  in  former 
years,  but  is  in  a  measure  retired,  and  living 
in  the  enjoyment  of  his  pleasant  home,  hav- 
ing already  performed  a  good  share  of  useful 
labor. 


I-U 


LLEN  BARLOW,  founder  of  the  man- 


ual training-school  at  Binghamton, 
which  is  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  the  State  of  New  York  as  the  Bar- 
low School  of  Industrial  Art,  was  born  in 
Windham,  Greene  County,  N.Y.,  September 
17,  1 8 10,  son  of  Alanson  and  Mary  Ann 
(Allen)  Barlow.  Alanson  Barlow  owned  one 
himdred  and  fifty  acres  of  the  original  five 
hundred  bought  by  his  father  when  most  of 
the  county  was  a  dense  forest. 

In  the  primitive  district  school  Allen  Bar- 
low received  his  education,  his  years  of  study 
being  from  the  age  of  ten  to  that  of  si.vteen. 
But  lie  made  g.()od  use  of  tliese  opportunities, 
so  that  he  was  able  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years,  when  the  district  was  divided,  to  teach 
one  of  the  new  schools,  many  of  his  pupils 
being  his  own  schoolmates  of  the  old  one. 
Although  so  young,  he  was  gifted  as  a  leader, 
and   was   able  to   manage   those   boys   some  of 


457-?' 


r 


y^^^!Aiy /^tz^^r>^>^ 


BIOGRAPHICAL   REVIEW 


459 


them  older  than  himself;  and  so  well  did  he 
succeed  that  he  was  invited  to  take  charge  of 
the  school  the  next  year.  But,  having  a  bet- 
ter offer  made  him,  with  more  salary  and  a 
larger  district,  he  accepted  the  latter,  and 
taught  the  best  school  in  the  place  for  one 
winter.  The  high  common  school  on  the 
turnpike  from  Catskill  via  Windham  to  Ithaca 
was  next  tendered  him,  and  there  he  taught 
one  winter  term.  After  this  he  assumed 
charge  of  one  of  the  largest  and  richest  dis- 
trict schools  in  the  county,  which  was  situ- 
ated in  the  town  of  Lexington.  He  remained 
there  for  one  year,  and  then  went  to  Andover, 
Mass.,  where  he  attended  the  Teachers'  Semi- 
nary, boarding  with  the  Principal,  Samuel 
Hall,  and  graduating  after  a  two  years' 
course.  The  school  was  a  branch  of  the 
famous  Phillips  Academy,  and  later  became 
its  English  department.  Returning  to  his 
home,  Mr.  Barlow  taught  in  Lexington  for 
five  years,  in  the  same  district,  giving  great 
satisfaction  to  the  community.  After  this 
he  opened  an  academy  school  at  Lexington 
Heights,  which  proved  a  well-paying  school, 
and  was  conducted  by  him  for  about  two 
years.  He  subsequently  opened  a  general 
country  store  on  the  Ht?ights,  and  dealt  in 
general  merchandise  for  a  similar  periotl. 
When  he  sokl  out  that  business,  he  went  to 
I'rattsville,  Greene  Ct)unty,  wliere  he  .bought 
a  lot  of  Colonel  Piatt,  who  was  there  conduct- 
ing an  extensive  tannery. 

About  this  time  Mr.  Barlow  married  Miss 
Lucina  D.  Blakeslec,  whose  father's  farm 
adjoined     that     of     his    father    in     Windham. 


Cutting  and  hewing  lumber  from  the  growing 
timber  on  his  father's  land,  he  made  on  the 
same  premises  the  several  parts  of  the  frames 
of  a  house  and  a  barn,  and,  when  completed, 
hauled  the  framed  lumber  with  his  own  team 
to  I'rattsville,  ten  miles  distant,  to  prepare  on 
his  own  lot  a  home  for  himself  and  his  wife. 
Aided  by  an  old  resident  carpenter,  who  laid 
out  his  work,  he  built  both  house  and  barn 
almost  entirely  with  his  own  hands,  except 
the  plastering.  He  first  dug  the  cellar,  in 
itself  no  light  labor,  and  then,  when  he  liad 
three  comfortable  rooms  to  live  in,  considered 
himself  a  man  whose  fortune  was  to  be  envied. 
He  worked  for  a  carpenter  at  ten  dollars  per 
month  to  get  money  to  pay  for  materials  used 
in  his  building.  At  this  time,  being  called 
to  teach  a  school  in  Pfattsville  at  fifteen  dol- 
lars a  month,  Mr.  Barlow  was  able  in  a  little 
while  to'  build  a  front  to  his  house,  which 
now  stands  a  monument  to  his  industry  in 
Prattsville."  !    ■'.    - -■ 

.While  he  was  in  that  place,  a  large  oil-cloth 
factory  was  started,  which  was  considered  a 
great  novelty.  The  company  wanted  to  ex- 
tend their  trade,  and  Mr.  Barlow  was  asked  to 
travel  through  the  West  to  solicit  orders. 
With  a  wagon  and  a  stout  pair  of  horses  he 
started  on  the  general  turnpike  road  to  Clii- 
cago  via  Toledo,  Michigan  City,  and  along  the 
sliore  of  Lalce  Michigan.  The  ground  on 
which  the  .Columbian  ICxposition  stood  in 
1893  was  at  that  time  all  swamj).  He  looks 
back  now,  and  sees  Chicago  as  it  was  then,  a 
mere  village  with  a  few  stores;  and  the  ware- 
house where  he  obtained  fresh  supplies  of   oil- 
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cloth,  a  little  structure  on  the  Chicago  River. 
From  this  place  he  sent  out  his  teams  to  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  State,  going  himself  down 
to  Joliet,  where  he  stayed  for  a  while,  and 
from  there  to  Siiringfield,  and  thence  to 
I'eoria,  Ottawa,  and  I'-lgin,  taking  in  all  the 
northern  part  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  then 
journeying  through  Madison,  Racine,  and 
Kenosha  in  Wisconsin,  returning  to  the  ICast 
after  an  absence  of  two  years.  He  received 
twenty-five  dollars  per  month  and  expenses 
while  away,  and,  after  settling  down  at  home 
in  Prattsville  once  more,  worked  at  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter. 

And  now  began  the  most  novel  experiences 
and  greatest  adventures  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Bar- 
low. It  was  the  year  1849,  the  year  in  which 
the  country  went  wild  over  the  discovery  of 
gold  in  California.  Having  seven  hundred 
dollars  in  cash,  visions  of  increasing  it  to 
seventy  times  that  amount  filled  his  mind; 
and,  in  company  with  a  band  of  seventeen 
persons,  he  started  from  Prattsville  in  the 
spring  of  1849  ff'''  t^'"^  i^cw  El  Dorado.  They 
went  by  a  steamer  from  New  York  to  Panama, 
employing  natives  to  row  them  up  the  Chagres 
River  on  the  isthmus,  and  from  there  hired 
burros  to  I'anama,  wlTerc  they  took  the  boat 
for  San  Francisco,  Cal.  Seeing  on  his  arrival 
that  San  Francisco  had  just  been  nearly  all 
burned  up,  he  bought  a  chest  of  carpenter's 
tools,  and  immediately  got  work.  At  the 
United  States  Hotel,  a  high-sounding  name 
for  a  very  ordinary  tavern,  he  boarded,  and 
worked  all  the  summer  of  1849  at  carpen- 
tering,   getting    ten    dollars   per    day.      When 


wages  declined  to  eight  dollars,  he  concluded 
then  to  go  to  the  southern  mining  country, 
and  finally  located  himself  at  Sonora,  a  live 
town  for  those  times,  filled  up  with  broken- 
down  I'.astern  business  men  trying  to  retrieve 
their  fortunes.  He  went  by  way  of  Stockton, 
situated  at  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  San 
Juan  River,  and  from  thence  by  stage  to 
Sonora.  Here,  again,  Mr.  ]-!arlow  found  a" 
United  States  Hotel,  with  all  its  pretentious 
title;  but  he  slept  on  a  dirt  floor,  with  a 
blanket  for  his  covering,  a  plank  for  a  table, 
and  millions  of  sand  fleas  for  company. 

After  looking  around  for  a  few  days  to  de- 
cide what  to  engage  in  first,  he  hired  himself 
out  to  a  man  to  make  what  were  known  as 
"long  toms "  for  miners'  use  ^- implements 
for  sifting  the  gold.  For  this  work  he 
received  five  dollars  per  day.  In  the  spring 
he  started  out  prospecting  for  himself;  and 
his  first  find  was  a  nugget  of  gold  worth 
twelve  hundred  dollars,  with  another  as  large 
as  an  egg,  which  brought  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars. He  staked  out  a  claim,  and  worked  it  at 
a  fair  rate,  but  finally  opened  a  store  with 
a  person  by  the  name  of  B.  Cruthers,  and  put 
in  a  variety  of  stock,  such  as  miners'  stoves,  . 
shovels,  jiicks,  and  crow-bars,  dry  goods, 
crockery,  liardware,  and  provisions.  The 
store  was  a  very  rough  building,  and  small; 
for  boards  were  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to 
two  hundred  dollars  per  thousand.  He  was 
obliged  to  go  to  San  Francisco  to  procure 
goods,  and,  not  having  money  enough  to  pay 
for  them  all,  secured  some  on'  credit.  He  put 
in  a   lieavy  slock,  shijiping  by  boat   to   Stock- 
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ton,  and  from  there  to  Sonora  by  mules,  on 
account  of  the  ilee]^  mud  in  the  sprinfj  run- 
ning;" no  waf;dns.  It  was  a  lamentable  but 
veritable  fact  that  the  best  trade  was  done  on 
Sunday,  the  only  day  on  which  the  men  coidd 
leave  their  work  in  the  mines;  and  many 
times  the  sales  on  that  day  amounted  to  one 
thousand  dollars.  He  marked  his  goods  at 
exactly  double  the  cost  price,  and  at  the  end 
of  one  year  had  accimiulated  sufficient  to  pay 
his  debts  and  have  a  resjiectable  suridiis. 
But  here  the  clouds  began  to  gather,  and  his 
first  misfortune  happened.  He  and  his  part- 
ner had  built  a  lai'ge  lodging-house,  with  as 
many  conveniences  as  obtainable  in  this  crude 
and  rugged  locality,  anil  had  secured  forty 
mining  boarilers  at  good  jiiaces.  At  the  end 
of  one  week  the  whole  establishment  was 
Inirneil  up,  everything  was  lost;  and,  as  there 
was  no  such  thing  as  insurance  in  that  coun- 
try, the  proprietors  found  themselves  once 
more  adrift. 

]5ut  all  was  not  lost:  they  still  had  manly 
pluck  and  energy;  and  with  brave  determina- 
tion Mr.  Barlow  started  once  more  for  San 
Francisco,  purchasing  goods  on  credit  from 
acquaintances  there,  while  his  partner  built 
another  store  at  .Sonora.  They  prospered  for 
the  next  )'ear,  and  erected  once  more  a  board- 
ing-house, which,  like  the  preceding  one,  fell 
a  victim  to  the  llames  the  first  week.  This 
time  the  store  was  not  burned;  and  at  the  end 
of  the  second  year  they  sold  out  the  business 
to  a  good  advantage,  Mr.  Barlow  then  going 
to  San  Francisco,  where  he  found,  after  all 
his   losses  and   gains,  he  had  just  three  thou- 


sand dollars  in  twenty-dollar  gold  [jieces. 
He  strapped  this  amount  around  his  body, 
finding  it  a  pretty  heavy  load  to  carry  on  the 
steamer  to  New  York  City,  whence  he  readied 
his  home  in  1853,  after  an  absence  of  four 
years. 

The  money  he  brought  with  him  gave  him 
a  start;  and  he  settled  in  Ashland,  N.Y., 
where  he  built  a  house  for  his  brother-in-law, 
J.  Baldwin.  ]5cing  undecided  just  where  to 
settle  permanently,  he  went  on  a  trip  through 
Broome  County ;  and,  meeting  Judge  Loomis, 
a  celebrated  lawyer  living  in  Binghamton,  he 
bought  property  in  this  city  at  the  corner  of 
Court  and  Summit  Streets,  ami  here  took  up 
his  residence.  This  was  in  1854,  and  he 
paid  two  thousand  dollars  for  the  [iroperty. 
He  followed  various  occu[xitions,  being  a  car- 
penter one  year,  a,  drug  clerk  another,  buying 
out  the  drug  store  at  the  corner  of  Court  and 
Washington  Streets,  and  making  money  for 
the  time  he  conducted  it.  Selling  that  out, 
he  went  as  clerk  for  Mr.  Erastus  Ross  for  fif- 
teen years,  and,  after  leaving  that  position  in 
1872,  bought  the  brick  block  on  Washington 
Street,  No.  142,  and  started  stencil  works. 
Mr.  Barlow  was  appointed  first  United  States 
Ganger  in  1S64,  under  the  new  law  at  the  close 
of  the  Civil  War,  which  position  he  held  for 
ten  years  at  a  good  salary,  making  twenty-five 
hundred  dollars  the  first  year.  He  improved 
the  store  on  Washington  Street,  and  had  can- 
vassers out  for  his  stencil  works.  In  1885  he 
built  the  handsome  block  corner  of  Ruther- 
ford and  Court  Streets,  in  which  neighbor- 
hood   he    owns    considerable    property.     This 
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block  consists  of  three  elegant  brick  stores, 
with   handsome   front   and   stone   trimmings. 

Mr.  Barlow  is  a  man  of  wealth;  and  it  is 
all  the  result  of  his  own  energy,  llic  work  of 
his  own  hands.  He  has  led  a  reniark;d)ly 
varied  life,  has  had  his  trials  and  joys,  adver- 
sities and  successes,  his  heart  not  being 
puffed  up  by  the  one  nor  hardened  and  soured 
by  the  other.  On  the  contrary,  he  has  shown 
himself  a  practical  philanthropist  and  a  kindly 
helper  of  his  feliow-men.  While  opposed  to 
organizations  in  general,  being  imjiressed 
with  the  belief  that  the  present  disturbed 
state  of  society  comes  from  the  numerous  pop- 
ular unions  and  leagues,  Mr.  ]5arIow  is  yet  a 
man  of  far-reaching  benevolence.  The  great 
work  of  his  life  is  the  industrial  school  men- 
tioned in  the  first  of  this  sketch,  for  which 
he  has  already  made  testamentary  provision 
of  over  seventy-five  thousand  dollars.  This 
money  is  to  be  used  by  the  Trustees  to  build 
shops  where  the  boys  may  be  taught  trades 
after  leaving  school,  and  where,  as  he 
quaintly  expresses  it,  the  "girls  will  learn  to 
cook  a  meal  as  well  as  flirt  and  talk  Latin." 
To  the  perfection  of  this  scheme  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  rising  generation  Mr.  Barlow  has 
devotetl  much  thought  in  recent  years,  his 
design  being  to  establisli  a  beneficent  institu- 
tion that  shall  be  free  to  the  residents  of 
Binghamton. 

A  portrait  of  this  wortliy  citizen,  an  excel- 
lent steel  engraving,  on  another  page  of  this 
Review,  shows  him  as  he  is  —  a  man  of  good 
habits  and  principles,  a  lover  of  order  and 
peace,    a  veteran   of   industry,    enjoying   now. 


when  well  past  fourscore,  after  many  years  of 
toil,  with  the  wife  of  his  youth  the  ease  and 
comfort  which  he  has  richly. earned. 


§AM]-:S  D.  SEEBl'R,  furniture-dealer 
and  undertaker  at  Chenango  Forks,  is 
a  man  possessing  good  business  quali- 
fications, desirable  social  qualities,  and  a 
commendable  inclination  to  do  that  which  he 
conceives  to  be  right.  He  commenced  life  as 
a  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  was  successful  in  per- 
suading mother  earth  to  give  up  to  him  a 
goodly  share  of  her  product.  He  farmed  in- 
telligently, using  his  head  as  well  as  his 
hands,  making  it  a  business  not  altogether  of 
drudgery,  but  of  pleasure  as  well  as  profit. 
Although  the  work  was  congenial  to  him,  cir- 
cumstances necessitated  a  change;  and  in 
other  occujiations  of  life  he  has  been  found  a 
ready  and  successful  manager. 

Colonel  Saffreness  Seeber,  the  first  ances- 
tor of  the  family  in  America,  came  with  four 
brothers  from  Alsace,  Germany,  and  settled 
at  a  place  called  Oak  Ridge,  near  Cherry 
Valley,  Otsego  County,  N.Y.  He  married 
a  Miss  Yates,  whose  family  name  had  been 
changed  from  its  original  form  of  Eight, 
Colonel  Seeber  was  killed  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution,  leaving  two  sons.  His  widow 
was  again  married  to  James  Vandewerker,  to 
whom  she  bore  one  son.  She  died  at  an 
advanced  age  in  Schoharie  County,  New 
York.  William  Seeber,  the  grandfather  of 
James  D.,  was  born  in  Herkimer  County  on 
the    Mohawk.      He    married    Dorothy    Kling, 
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and  early  in  the  present  century,  when  tlie 
country  was  comparatively  new  and  wild, 
scttleil  in  Cheri-y  Valley  in  the  woods,  where 
he  and  his  sons  cleared  a  farm  and  made  a 
home.  After  a  life  tliere  of  over  fifty  years 
and  bringing  up  a  family  of  five  sons  and  four 
daughters,  he  died,  h'ebruary  26,  i860,  aged 
eighty-five  years,  nine  months,  and  ten  days; 
and  his  memory  is  still  dear  to  those  who 
kliew  him  best.  His  wife  died  June  18, 
i8S9>  figed  eighty-three  years,  two  months, 
and  five  days.  They  were  buried  in  the  Sew- 
ard Cemetery,  Schoharie  County.  The  father 
of  the  subject  of  tliis  sketch  was  James  W. 
Seeber,  who  was  born  in  Schoharie  County, 
New  York,  in  1804,  and  died  in  the  town  of 
Milford,  Otsego  County,  in  January,  1890. 
He  was  married  to  Clarissa  Lowell,  whose 
birthplace  was  on  the  border  line  of  Otsego 
and  Schoharie  Counties,  New  York,  and 
whose  people  on  her  mother's  side  were  early 
settlers  in  the  Wyoming  valley,  Pennsyl- 
vania, her  grandfather  Inman  being  a  victim 
of  the  massacre.  The  Lowells  were  from  the 
old  and  noted  Massachusetts  family  of  that 
name,  which  has  furnished  so  many  distin- 
guished citizens  to  the  commonwealth.  Mrs. 
Clara  I^.  Seeber  was  born  October  3,  1803. 
Her  father,  Abram  Lowell,  was  born  in  Put- 
ney, Vt.,  February  7,  1774.  He  left  the 
parental  roof  when  but  a  boy,  and,  coming  to 
New  York,  was  a  pioneer  settler  on  the  border 
line  of  the  above-named  counties,  where  he 
secured  land  and  cleared  a  farm.  He  married 
Sally  Inman,  of  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.;  and  tiiey 
reared    six  children  —  namely,  Nyram,  Abram 


Ikadbury,  Clarissa,  .Sarah,  Hannah,  and 
Anna.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lowell  died  at  the 
home   of  a  son  in    Sewanl,  Schoharie   County. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  W.  Seeber  were  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  the  old  homestead  which 
the  grandfather  settled,  consisting  of  about 
one  hundred  acres,  for  many  years;  were  well- 
known  people,  and  e.xerted  a  salutary  influence 
in  the  community.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters, 
of  whom  six  are  now  living;  namely,  James 
Delos,  William  Riley,  Abram,  Abram  Syl- 
vester, Emeline,  Mahala,  and  Melissa.  Will- 
iam R.  was  born  March  ig,  1S30,  and  was 
married  on  February  22,  1853,  to  Mary  Wise, 
now  deceaseil.  His  children  are  Uriah,  Ella, 
and  Angenette.  Abram  was  born  November 
28,  1832,  and  died  January  16,  1835.  Abram 
Sylvester  was  born  May  19,  1837,  and  was 
married  on  August  23,  1859,  to  Augusta 
Maria  Perkins.  They  have  four  children, 
Clara,  Clarence,  Eugene,  and  William  Rufus. 
I'lmeline  was  born  August  14,  1S39,  and  was 
marrietl  June  10,  i860,  to  Henry  Tice.  They 
have  three  children,  Lla,  Seeber,  and  Clara. 
Mahala,  born  April  30,  1S41,  married  Charles 
Tillapaugh  on  December  31,  1S61.  They 
have  two  children,  Arthur  and  Floyd.  Me- 
lissa, who  was  born  February  3,  1843,  1"^" 
came  the  wife  of  Austin  Cronkrite,  ami  has 
one  son,   .Schuyler. 

James  D.  Seeber  was  born  on  February  4, 
1828.  He  was  brought  up  on  the  home  farm, 
was  familiar  with  farm  work,  and  remained 
thus  engaged  until  of  age,  receiving  mean- 
while   such    education    as    the    limited    school 
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privileges  afforded  at  that  time.  He  then 
learned  the  trade  of  mason ;  but,  that  occupa- 
tion proving  unfavorable  to  his  health,  after 
about  five  years  he  abaniloned  it.  He  was 
nuiiried  when  twenty-live  years  old,  I'"el)ruary 
22,  1853,  to  Mary  C.  Sarringar,  of  Otsego 
County.  She  was  born  August  22,  1S33, 
daughter  of  Josiah  and  Mary  (Demming)  Sar- 
ringar, who  were  married  November  19,  1831. 
Josiah  Sarringar  was  from  Massachusetts, 
where  he  was  born  May  30,  iSoS.  Me  died 
in  Michigan,  and  was  there  buried  in  Septem- 
ber, 1883.  Mary  Demming  Sarringar,  his 
wife,  was  born  June  3,  1806,  and  died  No- 
vember 29,  1890.  She  was  buried  at  Kettel- 
ville,  Broome  County,  N.Y.  Iler  parents 
lived   at  Tully,    Onondaga   Covuity,    N.Y. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  D.  Seeber  began 
domestic  life  on  his  father's  farjii.  Then  he 
rented  a  place  for  three  years,  and  subse- 
cpiently  purchased  a  farm  in  Nanticoke, 
Broome  County,  where  they  resided  for  eight 
years.  Mr.  Seeber  sold  the  place,  and,  after 
again  renting  for  four  years,  came  to  Che- 
nango Forks,  and  built  a  fine  large  dwelling, 
which  has  since  been  the  home  of  the  family. 
He  embarked  in  his  jiresent  business  in  1871, 
and  since  that  time  has  controlled  this  branch 
of  trade  in  this  vicinity.  The  stock  kept  on 
hand  is  well  selected  and  of  good  cjuality,  and 
sold  at  reasonable  prices.  He  has  added  to 
the  facilities  for  handling  goods  by  the  pur- 
chase of  store  and  ware-rooms  on  the  East 
Side,  enlarging  the  buildings  and  keeping 
pace  with  the  increasing  demand  for  honest 
goods. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seeber  have  had  five  chil- 
dren. -  Eugene,  the  eldest,  was  born  April 
13,  1854,  and  died  April  17,  1856.  Fayette, 
born  I'\'])ruary  5,  1857,  is  now  a  druggist  at 
Whitney's  Point.  .Stella,  liorn  January  6, 
i860,  died  August  30,  1883,  wife  of  Addison 
H.  Youmans.  Carrie,  born  September  30, 
1864,  wife  of  Fred  Van  Amburgh,  of  Bing- 
hamton,  Vice-President  of  the  Evening  Herald' 
Tublishing  Company.  Grace,  born  February 
4,  1869,  died  T-'ebruary  19,  1869.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Seeber  have  l)een  connected  with  the 
Baptist  church  for  twenty-five  years,  and  feel 
a  commendable  interest  in  the  advancement 
of  religion  and  morality.  In  politics  Mr. 
Seeber   is  a   Democrat. 


ARRY  A.  NICHOLS,  one  of  the 
leading  retail  merchants  of  Bing- 
hamton,  N.Y.,  doing  a  good  busi- 
ness in  the  boot  and  shoe  trade,  was  born  at 
Brooklyn,  Susquehanna  County,  Pa.,  in  .Sep- 
tember, i860,  son  of  Amos  and  Harriet 
(Wade)  Nichols.  The  Nichols  family  came 
from  New  ICngland  to  Pennsylvania  at  an 
early  period  in  the  settlement  of  that  State. 
Mr.  Amos  Nicliols  was  formerly  a  nierchant, 
but  has  filletl  the  position  of  Cashier  of  thS 
First  National  Bank  at  Montrose,  Pa.,  for 
the  past  twelve  years.  Pie  has  ^\so  held  the 
office  of  County  Treasurer,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  respected  citizens  of  that 
section.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  strict 
members  of  the  Baptist  church  at  Montrose. 
When   his   parents   took   up  their  residence  in 
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ftroiUrosc,  Harry  was  but  two  years  old. 
Verging  toward  manhood,  and  having  com- 
jileted  his  studies  in  the  schools  of  that  town, 
he  decided  on  adopting  a  mercantile  life,  and 
for  that  purjiose  entered  into  his  father's 
store,  where  he  remained,  and  managed  the 
business  after  the  father  had  become  engaged 
in  the  bank.  In  1SS7  Mr.  Nichols  came  to 
the  city  of  Hinghamton,  N.Y.,  and  formed  a 
partnership  with  INlr.  W.  II.  Gleazen  in  the 
shoe  business,  the  firm  speedily  taking  rank 
among  the  best  representatives  of  the  highest 
class  of  retail  establishments  in  the  city. 
For  four  and  a  half  years  they  carried  on  a 
most  successful  business,  always  having  a 
well-selected  stock  of  goods  in  every  variety 
of  style  and  finish.  On  the  first  of  January, 
1S92,  Mr.  Nichols  withdrew  from  the  firm  to 
establish  a  business  of  his  own,  and  in  March 
opened  a  boot  and  shoe  store  at  No.  31  Court 
Street.  Here  he  has  an  extensive  and  grow- 
ing trade,  his  success  being  due  not  only  to 
the  high  class  of  goods  he  carries,  but  also  to 
his  pleasant  manner  of  serving  his  customers 
and  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  art  of  buy- 
ing and  selling. 

Mr.  Harry  A.  Nichols  was  married  to  Miss 
I.aiu-a  (h'ow  September  30,  18S6.  Her 
father,  Mr.  S.  H.  Grow,  has  been  a  resident 
of  Binghamlt)n  for  many  years.  I\Irs.  Nichols 
is  a  niece  of  the  Hon.  Galusha  Grow,  the  vet- 
eran statesman,  who  has  represented  his  na- 
tive State,  Pennsylvania,  in  Congress  for  over 
a  third  of  a  century.  One  child  has  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols  — a  daughter, 
Helen.      The   family  are    consistent,    earnest. 


and  faithful  members  of  the  Tabernacle  Meth- 
odist Church,  where  Mr.  Nichols  is  one  of  the 
'ofTicial  Board  of  Stewards.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  Nichols  have  long  been  identified  with 
the  advancement  of  Methodism  in  Hingham- 
ton,  ami  most  especially  with  the  fortunes  of 
the  Tabernacle  Church,  which  they  have  ac- 
tively supi^orted  since  it  was  first  started  in 
the  little  wooden  structure  on  Main  Street 
that  has  since  been  replaced  by  the  present 
beautiful  temple  of  worship  on   the  same  site. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols  reside  at  No.  23 
North  Street,  Binghamton.  They  are  highly 
[lopular  in  society,  and  are  respected  by  a 
large   circle   of   friends   and   acquaintances. 

In  business  matters  Mr.  Nichols,  who  is 
still  cpiite  young  in  years,  has  always  dis- 
played sound  judgment  and  commendable 
energy;  and  the  pnmounceil  success  he  has 
attained  is  only  tlie  just  due  of  well-directed 
enterprise.  As  a  Free  Mason,  he  belongs  to 
the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  is  deeply  interested 
in  the  ])rinci]iles  and  workings  of  the  ancient 
craft.  He  is  also  Collector  in  ICmpire  Coun- 
cil, No.  32. 


R.  M.  G.  CUNNINGHAM,  a  promi- 
(^  m  nent  member  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion and  well  known  in  the  city  of 
Binghamton,  where  for  the  last  si.K  years  he 
has  enjoyed  a  large  and  increasing  practice, 
was  born  in  Little  Meadows,  Susquehanna 
County,  Pa.,  May  28,  1S56.  His  parents 
were  Michael  and  Bridget  (Reardon)  Cun- 
ningham, the  former  of  whom  came  to  that 
county    when    it    was,    for    the    most    part,    a 
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wilderness,  and  bought  a  considerable  tract  of 
land  on  the  old  Owego  and  New  Milford  turn- 
pike, where  he  cleared  a  farm  and  established 
a  iKHiiestead.  He  was  recognized  by  his  fel- 
low-citizens as  a  man  of  sujierior  intelligence, 
and  called  upon  to  serve  as  Supervisor  and 
Scliool  Director.  Being  deeply  interested  in 
education,  when  the  district  schools  were 
closed  during  the  \'acation,  he  hired  a  teacher 
for  two  months  extra,  and  devoteil  a  room  in 
his  own  house  for  the  use  of  pupils.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  having  thus  received 
his  early  education,  when  a  little  older  he 
went  for  two  years  to  the  Owego  Academy, 
afterward  studying  at  Lowell's  Commercial 
College  at  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  where  he  was 
graduated,  and  then  for  two  years  attending 
the  State  Normal  School  at  Bloomsburg,  Pa., 
being  there  fitted  for  college.  He  next 
entered  Alleghany  College  at  Meadvillc,  Pa., 
where  he  coni]5leted  his  studies  in  June,  1S7S. 
Deciding  to  take  up  medicine  as  his  profes- 
sion, he  took  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  New  York 
City,  afterward  spending  the  sunmier  with 
Dr.  Henry  Ivastman,  of  Owego,  N.Y.,  with 
whom  ho  improved  his  knowledge  of  his 
cliosen  profession.  Returning  to  New  York 
City,  he  chose  for  his  preceptor  Dr.  Charles 
K.  Wilkin,  who  was  connected  with  the  col- 
lege, and  also  witii  the  New  York  and  Ciiam- 
bers  Street  Hospitals.  Entering  once  more 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  he 
took  three  additional  courses,  being  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1883,  having,  however, 
passed     his     examinations    and    received     his 


diploma  in  September  of  the  preceding  year. 
As  the  result  of  a  competitive  examination, 
he  was  then  appointed  to  fill  a  position  on 
the  house  staff  of  St.  Vincent's  Hospital, 
New  York  City,  his  term  of  service  being 
eighteen  months.  After  this  the  Doctor 
spent  two  years  abroad,  studying  in  the  prin- 
cipal hospitals  of  Europe,  mainly  those  of 
Berlin  and  Vienna,  where  he  perfected  his 
professional  studies  under  the  tutorship  of  the 
greatest  medical  teachers  of  the  world.  Dur- 
ing eighteen  months  spent  in  Vienna  he 
passetl  a  portion  of  each  day  receiving  bed- 
side instructions  in  the  medical  wards  of  Pro- 
fessor Bamberger  and  Professor  Nothnagel, 
and  during  that  time  had  a  daily  course  in 
physical  diagnosis  and  therapeutics  with  Dr. 
Toelg,  Professor  Bamberger's  assistant,  and 
with  Dr.  Jaksch,  Professor  Nothnagel's  assist- 
ant, from  both  of  whom  he  received  dijilomas. 
The  Doctor  devoted  considerable  time  and 
attention  to  the  study  of  surgery  in  Professor 
Bilroth's  clinic,  also  taking  private  courses 
from  his  assistants,  Doctors  Woelfler  and 
Hacker,  on  fractures  and  dislocations  and  on 
minor  and  operative  surgery.  In  addition  to 
his  general  work  in  medicine  and  surgery  the 
Doctor  received  instructions  in  private  courses 
from  Professor  Strieker,  on  pathology,  in  his 
famous  laboratory;  from  Professor  Bandl,  on 
gynecology;  from  Professor  Monti,  on  dis- 
eases of  children;  from  Professor  Politzer  and 
Professor  Gruber,  on  diseases  of  th'e  ear;  from 
Professor  -Schroetter  and  Dr.  Chiari,  on  dis- 
eases of  the  throat;  from  Professor  Kaposi, 
from    Professor    Neuman,   and  from  Professor 
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Ultzmann,  on  their  several  specialties  — 
from  all  of  whom  he  received  certificates  of 
study  and  proficiency  bearing  the  government 
stamp  and  hospital  seal. 

During  the  last  four  months  of  his  connec- 
tion with  tiie  gi'eat  Vienna  hospital  Dr.  Cun- 
ningham was  an  interne  in  the  obstetrical 
wards  of  the  renowned  Professor  Carl  IJraun, 
where  his  opportunities  to  study  and  attend 
■•confinement  cases  were  unexcelled.  He  took 
a  series  of  "touch"  and  operative  courses 
with  Professor  Braun  and  his  assistants,  and 
performed  all  the  obstetrical  operations,  some 
of  them  many  times,  and  received  a  diploma 
from  the  famous  Professor  Carl  liraun. 
While  abroad,  during  his  vacations  he  visited 
several  of  the  countries  of  Europe,  improving 
himself  in  general  knowledge  as  well  as  in 
that  of  his  profession.  Returning  to  the 
United  States,  he  practised  in  Scranton,  Pa., 
for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  or  in 
July,  iSSS,  removing  to  Binghamton,  N.Y., 
where  he  has  since  remained.  His  acknowl- 
edged experience  antl  skill,  together  with  his 
devotion  to  his  calling,  have  won  for  him  a 
high  degree  of  public  confidence,  and  have 
assured  his  success.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
]5roome  County  Medical  Association  and  of 
the  Binghamton  Academy  of  Medicine,  stand- 
ing high  in  the  regard  of  his  professional 
Ijrethren,  among  whom  he  has  many  friends. 
In  religion  Dr.  Cunningham  is  a  Catholic, 
and  attends  St.  Mary's  Church,  being  an 
active  participant  in  the  various  social  and 
benevolent  enterprises  connected  therewith. 
His    experience    disjjroves    the    truth    of     the 


adage  that  "no  man  is  a  jHophet  in  his  own 
country  and  among  his  own  people,"  as  he  is 
quite  frequently  called  to  attend  patients  in 
his  old  home  in  Susc|uehanna  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania. That  his  popularity  will  be  nndimin- 
islied  as  time  I'dlls  on  may  be  faiidy  assumed 
from  his  past  I'ecord,  which  entitles  him  to 
rank  among  the  i)rominent  citizens  of  his 
county,  and  as  t)ne  whose  work  in  the  cause 
of  humanity  and  science  is  worthy  of  rec- 
oj/nition. 


UKE  SMITH,  proprietor  of  a  five-hun- 
dred-acre farm  in  the  town  of  Kirk- 
wood,  Broome  County,  was  born 
December  17,  1S26,  in  Ulster  County,  New 
York,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Barley)  Smitli, 
natives  of  that  county.  His  early  years  were 
passed  on  his  father's  farm;  ami  the  opportu- 
nities for  an  education  were  exceedingly  lim- 
ited, as  circumstances  were  such  that  his  aid 
was  required  by  iiis  father,  who  could  not 
afford  to  hire  other  hel[).  John  Smith  re- 
moved to  Susquehanna  County,  Pennsylvania, 
in  the  year  1S37.  The  country  was  all  new 
and  mostly  timbered  land,  and  he  had  to  clear 
the  [ilace  he  [lurchased  before  he  could  lay  out 
his  farm.  His  iiome  was  a  big  cabin,  which, 
if  not  a  pretentious  residence,  was  at  least 
built  solidly,  and  made  inqjervious  to  the 
chilling  blasts  and  beating  rains.  Although 
"roughing  it"  was  the  only  life  led  by  the 
pioneer  settler  of  the  i)rimitive  da)'s  of  the 
republic,  there  was  yet  a  certain  freedom  ami 
fascination  in  this  lil'e;  ami,  doubtless,  in 
after  years,  when    those   men  were    in   the  en- 
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joymcnt  of  modern  luxuries,  they  often  looked 
back  with  tLinler  regret  to  those  early  striij;- 
gles,  feeling  that  then  were  their  healthiest 
and   happiest  times. 

I'o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J(;hn  Smith  were  born 
many  children,  of  whom  the  following  are 
still  living:  Peter,  Walter,  Jane,  Eliza, 
Ellen,  Mary,  Julia,  Luke,  John,  and  James. 
Those  who  died  were  Martha,  Maria,  and  an 
infant.  The  father  died  on  his  farm  in  Sus- 
quehanna County,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years; 
and  the  mother,  early  in  1894,  in  her  eighty- 
ninth  year,  at  the  home  of  one  of  Iier  daugh- 
ters near  the  old  home  farm.  They  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  church,  and  Mr. 
Smith  was  a  Republican  in  politics.  Mr. 
Barley,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Smith,  was  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  but  came  to  Susque- 
hanna County,  Pennsylvania,  early  in  its  set- 
tlement, and  bought  a  farm,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death,  aged  seventy  years.  He 
reared  a  large  family,  and  was  a  highly  re- 
spected man  throughout  the  community.  In 
his  politics  he  was  what  was  then  called  an 
"old  line"  Whig. 

Euke  Smith  remained  on  his  father's  farm 
at  Locust  Hill,  Susquehanna  County,  Pa., 
until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he 
married  Miss  Polly  Van  Valdenbury  on  Octo- 
ber 12,  1848.  Her  death  occurred  in  1878. 
To  this  marriage  there  were  six  children  born, 
of  whom  four  are  now  living,  namely: 
Charles,  residing  in  Pennsylvania;  Mrs.  Har- 
riet Woodard;  Morris,  living  in  Pennsyl- 
vania; Mrs.  Norah  Hall,  residing  in  the  town 
of    Kirkwood.      Thomas    died    at    the    aire    of 


thirty-one,  and  John  II.  at  thirty-five  years. 
Mr.  .Smith  married  for  a  second  wife,  May  4, 
1S80,  Mrs.  luimia  (Chambers)  Wilson,  witlow 
of  John  Wilson.  Slie  was  born  in  .Susc|ue- 
luuma  County;  and  her  parents  were  Enoch 
and  Mary  (Wright)  Chambers,  natives  of 
Connecticut.  Enoch  Chambers  was  a  shoe- 
maker and  merchant  and  a  pioneer  of  Susque- 
hanna County,  where  he  still  resides.  His 
wife  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years. 
Three  children  were  born  to  them:  Mrs. 
Smith;  Ella,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Carpenter,  of  New 
Milford,  Pa. ;  and  I'^ank,  of  Susquehanna 
County,  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Chambers  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  her  hus- 
band being  also  an  attendant  and  a  liberal 
supporter.  In  politics  he  is  a  strong  Prohibi- 
tionist. Mrs.  Luke  Smith  has  two  sons, 
namely:  by  her  former  marriage,  Albert  F. 
Wilson,  who  was  born  August  28,  1872,  and 
resides  at  home  with  his  mother;  and,  by  her 
present  marriage,  Louis  Smith,  wdiose  birth 
occurred    March    30,    1S81. 

Wlien  Mr.  Smith  first  started  to  work  for 
himself,  he  hired  himself  out  to  a  farmer, 
receiving  thirteen  dollars  per  month.  By 
economy  and  thrift  he  saved  enough  to  pay,  in 
the  year  1S51,  for  one  luuulred  and  sixty- 
seven  acres  of  land  in  the  town  of  Windsor. 
He  remained  there  until  1868,  carrying  on  a 
general  farming  business,  and  then  trailed  his 
land  in  Windsor  for  the  fine  farm  in  Kirk- 
wood which  he  still  owns.  This  place  con- 
sists of  about  five  hundred  acres,  a  well- 
improved  and  jjroductive  farm;  and  Mr. 
Smith    has   taken    both  [iride  and  pleasure   in 
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erecting  commodious  and  comfortaliie  build- 
ings necessary  for  his  agricultural  work.  He 
and  his  excellent  wife  reside  in  a  pretty  home 
in  the  town  of  Kirkwood,  and  are  enjoying  in 
peace  anil  plenty  the  well-earned  fruits  of  in- 
tlustry  and  provident  management  within 
doors  and  witliout.  They  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  Mr.  Smith 
is  a  Republican  in  politics.  While  in  Wind- 
'  sor,  he  held  many  local  offices,  but  has  not 
been  an  aspirant  for  any  since  residing  in 
Kirkwood. 


lARNA  E.  HADLEY,  an  esteemed 
resident  of  Deposit,  Broome  County, 
now  retired  from  active  business 
life,  is  the  sole  survivor  of  that  hardy  class  of 
pioneers  who  engaged  extensively  in  lumber- 
ing in  this  vicinity  in  an  early  day.  lie  was 
among  those  who  made  a  success  of  the  busi- 
ness, and  accumulated  large  property,  making 
a  great  deal  of  money  and  using  the  same 
with  prodigal  liberality.  Naturally  endowed 
with  wonderful  physical  strength  and  entlur- 
ance,  e(jnd)ined  with  active  mental  jiowers,  he 
did  nut  realize  that  he  could  ever  wear  out. 
Under  such  eontlitions  he  acquired  wealth, 
and  dispensed  his  benefits  with  a  lavish  hand. 
'ri\is  ei.iiitinued  giving,  when  the  opportuni- 
ties for  making  money  in  lumbering  were 
diminishing  and  his 'strength  of  minil  and 
body  were  on  the  wane,  was  eventually  the 
occasion  of  considerable  change  in  his  cir- 
cumstances, his  imiH'ovidence  and  generosity 
depriving  iiim  of  an  abundant  competence  for 
his  declining  years. 


Mr.  Iladley  was  born  in  Bainbridge,  Che- 
nango County,  N.Y.,  December  25,  1S16. 
His  father,  Manassa  B.  Iladley,  was  a  native 
of  Massachusetts;  and  his  grandfather,  Abel 
llaiiley,  was  from  the  same  Stale,  and  came 
from  the  good,  strict,  old  Puritan  stock.  His 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Thirza 
I:] vans,  was  born  in  a  saw-mill  at  Bainbridge, 
N.Y.  Her  father  was  Major  Henry  Evans, 
wdio  was  a  major  in  the  army  at  the  time  of 
the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Afterward  he 
received  a  patent  for  a  large  tract  of  land  at 
Bainbridge,  where  he  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
and  a  man  of  large  property.  He  died  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  and  was  buried  at  Sidney 
in  Delaware  County.  Over  his  grave,  indi- 
cating the  spot  where  all  that  is  moital  of 
him  remains,  is  this  epitaph:  "This  man 
came  to  this  country  at  an  early  day,  wiiere 
nothing  dwelt  but  beasts  of  prey,  or  men  as 
wild  and  fierce  as  they."  The  instrument 
conveying  the  tract  of  land  to  him  was  signed 
by  Governor  Ceorge  Clinton,  and  bears  tlate 
July  I  I,   1786. 

Baiiia  v..  was  the  only  child  of  the  family, 
anil  there  seeineil  to  have  been  rolled  into  him 
the  combined  streugth  of  a  dozen.  His  edu- 
calicui  was  limited,  and,  according  to  his  own 
statement,  somewhat  neglected.  He  began 
making  trijjs  iluwn  the  Delaware  with  rafts  of 
lumber  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  early  in  life 
came  to  Deposit  to  live  with  his  uncle,  Henry 
ICvans,  who  was  one  of  the  [)ioneer  merchants 
and  lumbermen  on  the  Delaware.  He  re- 
mained with  his  uncle  for  about  five  years,  or 
until  about   the   lime  he  reached    his  majority. 
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He  then  went  into  the  mercantile  and  lum- 
bering business  with  young  William  Peters, 
wjiicli  connection  continuetl  for  two  years, 
when  lie  undertook  the  business  alone.  lie 
extendeil  the  trade,  meeting  with  some  re- 
verses, but  more  successes.  His  most  exten- 
sive operations  were  carried  on  just  before  and 
during  the  Civil  War,  and  from  about  i860  to 
1S70  he  managed  a  very  large  business.  He 
maintained  a  store  in  Deposit  all  of  this  time 
beginning  with  his  business  here  and  continu- 
ing till  1S70.  Mr.  Hailley  has  an  interesting 
family,  and  is  surrounded  with  the  sweet  in- 
fluences of  a  ])leasant  home.  He  is  connected 
with  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  has  the  re- 
spect of  the  entire  community.  His  life  has 
been  helpful  to  every  undertaking  having  in 
view  the  best  interests  of  Deposit  and  the 
surrounding  country. 


jHARLES  J.  LYONS,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing agriculturists  of  the  town  of 
Windsor,  owns  and  occupies  the 
farm  long  known  as  the  old  Stow  farm,  where 
for  many  years  the  hotel  that  was  the  begin- 
ning of  the  village  of  Windsor  was  located. 
On  this  place  some  of  the  most  interesting 
and  curious  relics  of  Indian  anticpiities  have 
been  found,  among  them  fiat  silver  pieces 
with  perforations  in  them,  evidently  nose  and 
ear  ornaments,  also  arrows  and  implements  of 
Iiusbandry. 

His  grandfather,  Daniel  "Lyons,  who  was 
a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  a  ca1)inet-maker 
by  trade,  removed   to   Great   15end,    I'a.,  in  the 


early  days  of  the  settlement  of  that  place, 
making  the  tv'ip  by  a  team  of  oxen  and  wagon, 
carrying  his  household  goods  with  him. 
There  was  a  very  small  clearing  on  the  land 
that  he  [nirchascd,  and  plenty  of  game  to  sup- 
ply the  necessities  of  the  family,  and  after 
the  log  cabin  was  built  they  lived  compara- 
tively well  in  point  of  shelter  and  as  re- 
gardeil  meats  for  their  table,  but  for  flour  and  ' 
meal  he  had  to  go  nine  miles  on  horseback 
to  the  nearest  mill.  He  resided  there  until 
his  death,  wliicli  occurred  at  an  advanced 
age.  Mr.  Daniel  Lyons  was  twice  married, 
and  by  his  first  wife  there  were  five  children, 
and  by  the  second  six,  born  to  him.  Of  this 
large  family  seven  are  now  living-.  Grand-- 
father  Lyons  was  a  good  [lious  Deacon  in  the 
Baptist  church,  and  in  his  politics  was  a 
stanch    Republican. 

David  Lyons  was  born  in  Massachusetts, 
and  removed  with  his  father,  Daniel,  to  Great 
Hend  when  he  was  a  mere  boy,  assisting  him 
in  clearing  the  ground  and  repairing  their 
new  home,  afterward  taking  up  the  lumber 
business,  in  which  he  was  mohjt  successful. 
Pie  found  a  market  for  his  lumber  in  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  running  his  logs  down  the  Dela- 
ware River.  In  connection  with  this  he 
learned  the  wagon-making  trade,  but  worked" 
at  it  only  occasionally.  He  marrieil  Amanda 
Smith,  a  native  of  Dimmock,  Pa.  Mr.  Lyons 
has  resided  in  Susquehanna  County  through- 
out his  life,  and  is  now,  at  the  age  of  ninety, 
the  oldest  citizen  in  his  vicinity.  Of  his 
family  of  live  cliiUlren,  four  are  now  living, 
namely:   Amelia,  widow   of   Davitl   A.  Lyons, 
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a  resident  of  Susquelianna  County;  Sarah,  at 
home  with  licr  father  in  I.aneshoro;  Nancy, 
wife  of  Charles  Smith,  of  Stamford,  Conn.; 
and  Charles  J.,  who  is  the  youngest.  Julia, 
who  died  at  the  age  nf  eighteen  years,  was  a 
most  amiable  and  lovely  young  girl.  David 
Lyons  has  always  been  an  industrious  man, 
and  is  well  known  and  highly  respected  in  the 
county.  In  politics  he  is  an  ardent  adherent 
of  the  Republican  party. 

Charles  J.  Lyons  was  born  in  Susquehanna 
County,  Pennsylvania,  April  26,  1844.  Me 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  town,  and  was 
educated  in  the  Wyoming  Seminary  and  in 
the  Lowell  Business  College  of  Binghamton. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Laura  V.  Roberts,  a  native  of 
Ashtabula,  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  Chauncey 
and  Alvira  (Howard)  Roberts.  Her  father 
was  a  ship-builder.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-live  years,  January  31,  1S75;  and  her 
mother,  in  1S87,  at  the  age  of  seventy.  Four 
of  their  five  children  still  live.  They  are: 
Leverett,  a  resilient  of  Ohio;  La  Salle,  of 
Ithaca,  Neb.;  Laura,  Mrs.  T  Lyons ;  Duane, 
living  in  Ithaca,  Neb.  Frank  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-five  years.  Mrs.  Roberts  was  an 
intelligent,  thoughtful,  cajjalde  woman,  and 
a  Uiii\'ersalist  in  her  religious  belief.  Her 
father,  Mrs.  L}'ons's  grandfather  Howard,  was 
for  about  fifty  years  the  only  jihysician  in 
Conneaut,  Ohio,  now  containing  about  five 
thousand  inhabitants.  Mr.  Chauncey  Ivoberts 
belonged  to  the  Republican  party. 

When  Mr.  Lyons  married,  he  was  presented 
by  his  father  with   the  historic  farm  on  which 


he  now  resides,  but  which  he  left  after  re- 
maining on  it  for  awhile,  removing  fiist  to 
Susquehanna,  being  there  engaged  in  the 
milling  business  for  about  twelve  years.  A 
disastiiuis  lire  luu'ing  deslioved  his  |>ri)perty 
at  that  place,  he  removed  to  'I'homijson,  I'a., 
and  in  1882  returned  to  the  old  fai'm  in  Winil- 
sor,  where  he  carries  on  general  farming. 
He  contemplates  making  a  dairy  farm  of 
his  place,  which  consists  of  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres.  Ik'sides  raising  sheep 
and  cows,  he  is  also  interested  in  horse-breed- 
ing, especially  I'ercheron  stock.  He  has 
erected  all  new  farm  buildings,  and  they  are 
noted  for  their  neatness  and  substantial  ap- 
[jearance.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents 
of  three  chikhen,  as  follows:  Minnie,  born 
January  29,  1868,  wife  of  Henry  Woodruff, 
of  Windsor;  Charles  D.,  born  December  3, 
1S70,  a  druggist,  f)f  Binghamton,  N.Y.;  and 
Urban  C,  born  I'"ebruary  5,  1874,  at  home 
with  his  parents.  I'hey  were  all  born  in 
Susquehanna  County,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Lyons  are  members 
of  the  Presljyterian  church,  and  Mr.  Lyons 
is  an  enthusiastic  Republican  in  his  political 
principles.  lie  belongs  to  Tuscarora  Tribe, 
No.  68,  Imjjrovecl  Order  of  Red  Men.  He  is 
a  popular  man,  and  is  identified  both  in 
Southern  New  York  ami  Northern  Pennsyl- 
vania with  the  interests  of  the  several  towns 
in  which  he  has  resided.  He  is  an  educated 
and  progressive  man,  and  has  every  reason,  by 
virtue  of  his  intelligent  and  honorable  ances- 
try, for  his  ap|)rcciative  interest  in  local  his- 
tory and    biography.      He  and    his   estimable 
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wife,  who  is  a  lady  of  many  virtues  and  ac- 
complisliments,  in  their  attractive  home  hos- 
pital_)ly  entertain  tlieir  many  friends  antl 
acquaintances  who  come  from  iiear  and  from 
far. 


jIIARLES  KIJ  SHORES,  journalist,  a 
progressive  and  well-known  citizen  of 
Binghamton,  N.Y.,  was  born  June 
lO,  1856,  in  Coventry,  N.Y.  He  comes  of 
English  and  German  ancestry,  and  his  early 
life  was  spent  on  a  farm.  At  the  age  of  four- 
teen he  started  out  to  seek  his  fortune,  and 
for  several  years  worked  on  a  farm,  availing 
himself  of  what  opportunities  the  country 
schools  of  a  few  weeks  in  the  winter  gave  him 
of  obtaining  an  education.  Naturally  studi- 
ous and  ambitious  to  learn,  he  saved  money  to 
purchase  books,  and  studied  in  the  spare  time 
he  had  of  evenings,  reading  by  the  dying- 
embers  of  the  fireside  long  after  sundown,  and 
often  burning  midnight  oil.  Being  afterward 
able  to  attentl  an  academy  f(jr  a  few  terms,  he 
taught  school  in  the  winters  until  he  attainei! 
his  majority.  While  at  this  work,  he  wrote 
numerous  essays  in  preparation  for  his  career 
as  an  author  and  editor.  He  entered  the 
academy  at  Greene,  N.Y.,*and,  when  he  com- 
l)lcted  his  course  of  study  there,  embarked  in 
the  business  of  subscription  books,  employing 
from  twelve  to  eighteen  solicitors. 

I'"rom  1884-87  he  was  travelling  corre- 
spondent and  circulating  agent  for  the  Bing- 
hamton Daily  Republican,  and  was  for  a  year 
upon  the  editorial  staff.  After  that  he  be- 
came a  correspondent   for  several   journals   in 


New  York  State  and  Pennsylvania,  and  at  the 
same  time  established  the  Binghamton  Ncivs 
Biiiraii,  of  which  he  is  still  editor.  He  was 
also  engaged  on  the  Binghamton  Daily  Herald. 
Newspaper  men  are  born,  not  made;  and  this 
is  true  of  Mr.  Shores.  While  in  quest  of 
information  very  few  items  can  escape  him, 
and  he  is  utterly  fearless  in  expressing  him- 
self when  he  deems  the  occasion  ripe  for  com- 
ment. He  has  been  a  valued  correspondent 
to  the  Tobacco  Leaf.,  a  journal  which  is  de- 
voted to  the  interest  of  the  cigar  industry, 
published  in  New  York  City.  His  articles 
in  that  paper  have  resulted  very  beneficially 
for  the  manufacturers  of  this  city,  and  they 
greatly  appreciate  the  work  of  Mr.  Shores. 

During  1890-91  he  contributed  editorial 
matter  to  many  publications,  among  them  the 
Reporter  of  Whitney's  Point,  N.Y.  Wher- 
ever politics  were  to  be  discussed,  Mr.  Shores 
handled  them  with  vigor  which  always  caused 
wide  comment,  and  had  the  happy  effect  of 
increasing  the  circulation  of  these  journals. 
He  has  in  his  i^ossession  many  splendid  testi- 
monials to  his  ability  as  a  journalist,  and 
among  them  none  more  highly  prized  than 
those  from  his  own  fellow-citizens,  such  as 
ex-Mayor  Curran,  the  Hon.  I.  T.  Deyo,  and 
the  Hon.  T.  L.  Arms,  Judge  of  Broome 
County. 

At  present  Mr.  Shores  has  formed  a  con- 
nection with  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life 
Association  of  New  York  City,  Ijeing  himself 
located  in  Room  5,  Strong  Building,  and  does 
not  devote  so  much  of  his  time  to  newspaper 
work   as   before;   but   he   still   keeps  up  an  in- 
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tcrcst  ill  jouiaalistic  affairs,  and  his  trenchant 
pen  is  ever  ready  to  be  used  in  the  defence  of 
what  he  considers  just  and  right.  He  is  a 
straight  out  Republican,  and  never  temporizes 
with  his  o]5ponents  in  any  way. 


|DWIN  C.  DEDRICK,  an  energetic  and 
thriving  agriculturist  of  the  town  of 
Union,  Broome  County,  N.Y.,  was  born  here 
February  22,  1845,  certainly  an  auspicious 
point  of  time  for  coming  into  the  world  —  the 
birthday  of  the  Father  of  his  Country.  Gar- 
rett Dedrick,  grandfather  of  ICdwin,  was  a 
pioneer  settler  of  Broome  County,  having 
come  to  these  parts  from  his  native  jilace,  in 
Dutchess  County,  New  York,  purchasing  land 
which  was  all  timl^ered,  and  making  his  home 
here  until  his  death.  He  was  accompanietl  to 
his  new  home  by  his  family,  among  them 
John  P.,  who  became  the  father  of  Edwin  C. 
John  P.  Dedrick  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and 
assisted  in  its  work,  remaining  at  home  until 
the  age  of  twenty-one,  when  he  came  to  the 
town  of  Union,  and  bought  a  farm  where  he 
lived  for  some  time,  then  removed  to  East 
Maine,  residing  there  for  a  while,  finally  malc- 
ing  his  home  in  Hin*liamton,  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  He  married 
Miss  Amanda  Barnum,  who  is  still  living, 
making  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Montcllo  Gibson.  There  were  four  chilch-en 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dedrick;  namely,  lulwin 
C,  Elvira,  John  E.,  and  Orson  B. 

i'AJwin    C.  Detlrick   grew  to  man's  estate  on 
his  father's  farm,  and    took    advantage  of   all 


the  educational  privileges  whicli  the  town 
afforded  at  that  time,  the  progress  which  has 
since  made  the  Broome  County  schools  second 
to  none  in  tjie  State  being  then  well  begun. 
When  lie  reached  the  age  of  twenty-five,  Mr. 
Dedrick  was  married  to  Miss  Nancy  Will- 
iams, daughter  of  Erastus  Williams,  of 
Dryden,  Tompkins  County,  N.Y.  This  inter- 
esting event  occurred  November  10,  1869; 
and  he  immediately  set  about  making  his  own 
home  by  purchasing  the  beautiful  farm  on 
which  he  now  resides  and  erecting  fine  farm 
buildings  and  a  comfortable  dwelling.  His 
industry  and  excellent  judgment  are  shown  by 
his  now  having  one  of  the  finest  places  in  the 
county,  his  well-tilled  fields  devoted  to  gen- 
eral agriculture  yielding  luxuriant  crops,  and 
being  adorned  and  enriched  with  good  fruit 
and  shade  trees.  Mr.  and  Mrs.iDedrick  jiave 
had  their  domestic  happiness  materially  in- 
creased by  the  birth  of  two  children,  Minnie 
and  Ralph. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Choco- 
nut  Centre  is  fortunate  in  having  Mr.  Ded- 
rick and  his  entire  family  as  members.  They 
are  among  its  most  ardent  supporters,  and  are 
living  exponents  of  the  truth  of  the  Christian 
religion.  So  consistent  arc  they  to  their  pro- 
fession that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dedrick  receive  the 
esteem  and  highest  respect,  not  only  of  their 
own  church,  but  of  the  entire  community. 
Mr.  Dedrick,  without  being  a  violent  politi- 
cian or  a  liungry  seeker  for  office,  still  has 
his  deciilcd  opinion  on  government  and  pub- 
lic affairs  in  general,  and,  in  view  of  the 
unhap])y    tendency   of  the   age  toward    intern- 
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perance,  has  ardently  espoused  the  cause  of 
Prohibition.  Not  only  in  religious  and  polit- 
ical matters  docs  Mr.  Dedrick  stand  de- 
servedly high,  but  his  rijie  judgment  and 
excellent  practical  ability  in  the  management 
of  his  farm  is  fully  appreciated;  and  in  that 
line  of  business  he  is  often  consulted  as  a  first- 
class  authority.  In  the  affairs  of  the  house- 
hold Mrs.  Dedrick  stands  prominent  among  the 
wives  and  mothers  as  an  admirable  care-taker 
and  economical  supervisor.  They  could  not 
have  reached  their  present  prosperous  condi- 
tion if  "wilful  waste"  and  carelessness  in- 
d(jors  had  opposed  his  industry  and  thrift 
outdoors.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dedrick  are  pleasantly  situated  in  life, 
and   fully   deserve   their  excellent   reputation. 


(^OIIN  W.  CUTLER,  Superintendent  of 
tiie  Lake  Ice  Company,  a  well-known 
and  popular  citizen  of  the  town  of 
l?inghamton,  IJroome  County,  N.Y.,  was  born 
here  March  9,  186S.  His  father,  William  D. 
Cutler,  and  his  paternal  grandfather,  John  W. 
Cutler,  Sr.,  from  whom  he  derived  his  name, 
were  natives  of  Dutchess  County,  New  York, 
and  moved  to  the  town  of  Binghamton  when 
this  place  was  still  in  its  infancy.  The  grand- 
father's first  j)urchase  of  lanil  was  what  is  at 
present  known  as  the  Clonney  farm.  Later 
he  bought  the  farm  on  which  the  subject  of 
this  biographical  sketch  now  resides.  Both 
of  these  tracts  of  land  were  heavily  timbered, 
and  were  cleared  by  the  purchaser,  who  laid 
out    the    farm    and    erected    the    present    fine 


buildings.  Previous  to  his  coming  to  Bing- 
hamton he  was  engaged  in  the  ore  business  in 
Dutchess  County,  which  he  sold  before  re- 
moving from   that   place. 

A  self-made  man,  John  W.  Cutler,  the 
elder,  had  embraced  every  opportunity  for 
furnishing  his  mind  with  useful  knowledge, 
and  was  well  versed  in  all  matters  of  impor- 
tance of  the  day.  He  was  especially  profi- 
cient in  questions  of  law,  and  knew  the  intri- 
cacies of  legal  matters  almost  as  well  as  a 
professional.  In  1866  he  founded  the  Lake 
Ice  Company,  a  business  which  is  still  carried 
on  by  his  descendants,  and  is  the  largest  of 
its  kind  in  the  city  of  Binghamton,  owning 
buildings  having  a  storage  capacity  of  four- 
teen thousand  tons.  Mr.  Cutler  was  a  man 
highly  esteemed  and  popular  in  the  town  and 
city  of  Binghamton.  He  was  Supervisor  of 
the  county  for  two  terms.  He  married  Miss 
Julia  Ann  Abel,  of  Dutchess  County,  New 
York,  by  whom  he  had  four  stalwart  sons, 
who  became  men  of  note  and  prominence  in 
the  annals  of  ]?inghamton.  They  were  as 
follows:  William  D.,  above  named,  whose 
wife  was  Martha  Thomas;  Pliilander,  who 
also  married  a  Miss  Thomas;  George,  the 
celebrated  athlete,  who  married  Miss  Alice 
Schoaff,  of  Paris,  111.,  and  on  retiring  from 
his  profession  made  his  home  in  Broome 
County,  where  he  died  in  I-'ebruary,  1892; 
Perry  E.,  who  resides  in  Binghamton,  and  is 
connected  with  the  ice  company. 

Mr.  Perry  E.  Cutler  married  first  a  Miss 
Shaw,  who  ilied,  leaving  three  children, 
Arthur   W.,    Edna,    and    Starr.      He    married 
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second  Miss  Dell  Ostrander.  William  D. 
Cutler,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  went  to  the 
West,  and  worked  in  a  steam  mill,  where  he 
got  his  first  start  in  life.  lie  then  returned 
to  the  homestead,  and  worked  at  farming  until 
the  establishing  of  the  ice  business,  when  he 
entered  the  company,  with  which  he  remained 
until  his  death,  June  i,  i88S,  at  the  early 
age  of  forty-eight  years,  leaving  a  wife  and 
one  son,  John  W.  Mrs.  William  Cutler  was 
originally  from  Coventry,  Chenango  County, 
N.Y.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Wiley  Thomas, 
of  that  place.      She  resides  with  her  son. 

John  W.  Cutler,  the  second  of  this  honor- 
able name,  at  first  [uirsued  his  studies  in  the 
district  schdol  ncai'  his  farm-house  liome,  and 
afterward  in  the  high  school  of  IJingliamton, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  distin- 
guished honors  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  lie 
has  been  ever  since  actively  engaged  in  the 
ice  business,  serving  the  company  in  various 
capacities,  his  father's  share  in  its  manage- 
ment having  at  the  time  of  that  i)arent's 
death  devolved  uixju  him.  October  iG,  i88y, 
he  married  Miss  Mattie  S.  Barney,  a  resident 
of  Chicago,  111.,  daughter  of  James  apd  Mis- 
souri M.  Harney,  of  that  city.  One  child 
has  been  born  to  tliis  union,  Mildred  Louise, 
now  about  two  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Culler  is 
a  member  of  the  Christian  church.  In  the 
ancient  craft  of  I\Iasonry  Mr.  Cutler  takes  a 
hearty  interest,  being  connected  with  Otsen- 
ingo  Lodge,  Binghamton  Chapter,  ami  Malta 
Commandery  of  this  city.  Me  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men  of 
Port  Dickinson,  N.Y.       His  political   princi- 


ples are  those  of  the  Republican  party,  which 
is  the  party  of  the  entire  family,  as  it  has 
been  from  the  time  of  his  grandfather.  He 
is  Commissioner  of  Highways  of  Port  Dick- 
inson, having  been  elected  to  that  office  in 
February,  1892.  This  young  man  gives 
promise  of  a  life  of  usefulness  and  rectitude. 
His  beautiful  home  is  ever  hospitably  open  to 
his  many  friends,  and  he  is  ably  seconded  by 
his  accomplished  wife  in  the  pleasant  duties 
of  giving  them  a  graceful  welcome.  There 
is  abundant  reason  to  predict  for  Mr.  Cutler 
a  prosperous  and  hapjiy  future,  accomp;inied 
by  tiie  highest  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens. 


ON.  JOHN  A.  COLLIER,  without 
whose  memoir  no  biographical  his- 
tory of  Broome  County  would  be 
complete,  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  No- 
vember 13,  17S7,  and  counted  among  his 
ancestors  some  of  the  most  distinguished 
people  in  the  annals  of  the  New  Lngland 
C(jl()nies.  From  liis  early  years  he  was  a 
close  student,  and,  as  he  grew  to  manhood,  ' 
developed  an  obserwmt  anil  reflective  mind, 
not  only  in  the  stutly  of  books,  but  of  men 
and  current  events.  He  was  graduated  with 
honors  at  Yale  College,  and  immediately 
entered  ujion  the  study  of  law.  Atlmitted  to 
the  bar  in  Troy,  N.Y.,  in  1809,  he  came  to 
IMnghamton  in  that  year,  and  ojiened  an  office 
for  the  practice  of  law.  His  forensic  power 
was  at  once  recognized.  His  particular  qual- 
ities of  tactful  eloquence,  wit  which  scintil- 
lated  witlioul  hurling,  soon  gained  for   him  a 
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reputation  which  was  second  to  that  of  no 
lawyer   in   the   State. 

Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  this  country  Mr. 
Collier  became  associated  witli  Daniel  LeRoy 
in  his  law  business,  and  together  they  formed 
a  firm  which  proved  formidable  to  all  com- 
petitors; and  in  their  immense  legal  business 
they  acquired  not  only  national  celebrity,  but 
also  a  large  amount  of  wealth.  Political 
honors,  too,  came  to  Mr.  Collier,  he  being 
elected  in  1818  District  Attorney — -the  first 
appointment  of  that  kind  in  Broome  County 
■ — and  in  1S30  was  sent  to  Congress,  and  was 
also  the  first  to  represent  the  county  there. 
He  was  honored  with  the  office  of  Comptrol- 
ler of  the  State,  and  in  many  ways  served  his 
country  with  unquestioned  ability.  These 
high  official  positions  came  to  him  unsought; 
and,  although  gratifying,  no  one  more  clearly 
realized  the  emptiness  of  earthly  grandeur 
than  Mr.  Collier,  and  it  may  not  be  out  of 
place  to  quote  from  a  beautiful  letter  written 
by  him  on  Thanksgiving  Day  of  1S56  to  his 
family  from  New  York  City. 

"When  I  look  about  me,  not  with  my 
vision  bounded  by  these  walls,  but  extending 
it,  as  it  requires  no  effort  to  do,  over  the  dis- 
tance that  separates  us^what  abundant  occa- 
sion have  I  for  humble  thanksgiving?  The 
honors  of  tliis  world  —  if  they  are  wortli  an 
honorable  man's  ambition  —  liave  I  not  had 
my  full  share?  I  received  and  held  various 
offices  in  the  days  of  l)e  Wilt  Clinton,  Web- 
ster, Clay,  Caliioun,  and  otiier  men  of  those 
times,  when  one  might  be  well  proud  of 
honors,    if     they    were     not     purchased  —  and 


mine  were  not  —  by  self-abasement  and  grov- 
elling demagogism,  but  were  unsought,  volun- 
tarily offered  and  bestowed;  and,  if  the  offices 
were  of  no  very  high  rank,  they  were  cer- 
tainly respectable,  and  their  various  duties  ful- 
filled at  least  without  reproach.  Others  may 
have  higher  aspirations,  but  it  is  sufficient  for 
me  that  I  desire  no  more.  If  I  had  my  full 
measure  of  such  distinctions,  so  that  my  am-  ' 
bition  and  desires  are  satisfied,  there  surely  is 
cause  of  thanksgiving  in  this.  Distinction  in 
an  honorable  profession  I  have  held;  Init  I 
have  earned  it,  too,  by  a  long  life  of  laborious 
industry.    .    .    . 

"If  I  pause  here,  then,  having  received  the 
unbought  honors  of  the  world  with  abundant 
IJcrsonal  comforts,  never  knowing  hunger  or 
want,  holding  a  high  rank  in  my  profession, 
enjoying  a  long  life  of  perfect  health,  pos- 
sessed of  a  reasonable  share  of  this  world's 
goods,  'have  I  not  great  and  abundant  cause 
for  thanksgiving  in  being  so  much  blessed 
and  favored  above  the  average  of  my  fellow- 
men?  " 

Mr.  Collier  was  married  three  times.  His 
first  wife  was  Miss  Barbara  Doty,  who  was 
born  April  i,  1790,  and  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried in  iSio.  To  this  marriage  were  born 
four  children,  namely:  Frances,  born  in 
iSri;  Julia,  born  in  18 13;  Henry  M.,  in 
1815;  and  James,  in  1821.  Julia  married 
Lewis  Morris,  and  died  in  1S74,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Helen  r.li/.ahetli,  wife  of  Burton  M. 
Babcock,  of  Binghamton,  N.V.  Mrs.  Bab- 
cock  died  in  18S6;  and  her  husband  and  two 
children,    Ciiarles    and    Harriet,    survive    her. 
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Henry  M.  married  Miss  Sarah  Jane  Pierce, 
August  2  1,  1838.  She  was  born  in  Pough- 
kecpsie,  Dutchess  County,  and  was  one  of  ten 
children  l)orn  to  Marinus  and  Jane  Pierce. 
Henry  Collier  died  in  1863,  and  his  wife  in 
1884.  Their  three  children  were:  Frances, 
Mrs.  Norman  Phelps;  Jennie,  wife  of  Captain 
Laurel  I..  Olmsted;  and  Ella  Stuart,  unmar- 
ried. James,  the  fourth  child,  died,  leav- 
ing one  daughter,  Isabella.  After  the  death 
of  his  first  wife  the  Hon.  John  A.  Collier 
married  a  Miss  Shejiherd,  of  Utica,  N.Y.; 
but  she  died  only  six  months  later.  Mr. 
Collier  next  married  Miss  IClizabeth  Morris, 
of  Morris,  who  survives  him,  antl  now  resiiles 
in  the  city  of  Rochester,  N.^^,  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Helen  Stuyvesant  Wright,  the 
widow  of  the  late  Thomas  Wright.  This 
gentleman  was  a  partner  of  Daniel  S.  Dick- 
inson, and  one  of  the  brightest  and  most 
brilliant  of  the  younger  generation  of  lawyers 
of  that  day.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  were  the 
parents  of  three  children;  namely,  John  A., 
Mary,   and  Thomas. 

In  1835  Mr.  Collier  purchased  about  four- 
teen thousand  acres  of  land  known  as  "Watt's 
Patent,"  for  wdiich  he  paid  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars.  This  was  situated  between 
Binghamton  and  Colesville.  Previous  to  this, 
in  1823,  he,  with  eight  other  gentlemen, 
bought  the  Barzillai  Gray  place  of  some  fifty 
acres.  On  the  portion  of  this  land  which 
fell  to  his  lot  Mr.  Collier  in  1837  built 
the  elegant  mansion  which  he  called  Ingle- 
side.  This  residence,  although  now  fallen 
into  decay,  still   bears  the  marks  of  its  former 


grandeur,  and  is  filled  with  historic  memories 
to  the  older  generation  of  Binghamton,  who 
enjoyed  its  lavish  hospitality,  which  was 
shared  by  many  of  the  most  distinguished 
statesmen  and  celebrities  of  the  country. 
Here,  in  the  city  where  he  was  respected  and 
admired,  Mr.  Collier  spent  his  last  days  in 
the  company  of  his  beloved  wife,  children, 
and  grandcliildren,  and  in  the  midst  of 
friends  and    neighbors  of   many  years,  till  — 

"  Like  a  shadow  thrown 
.Softly  and  sweetly  from  a  passing  cloud, 
UuaUi  lull  upon  liini." 

Mr.  Collier  was  a  genial,  kindly  gentleman, 
of  rare  charm  of  manner,  a  thorough  exponent 
of  the  old  school  of  gentle  courtesy,  now  fast 
disappearing  in  this  practical  age  of  utili- 
tarian pursuits.  Universally  mourned,  the 
highest  honors  were  paid  to  him  as  his  mortal 
remains  were  borne  to  their  last  resting-place 
in  beautiful  Spring  Forest  Cemetery,  not 
only  by  his  fellow-members  of  the  bar,  but  by 
the  best  citizens  of  Binghamton,  who  were 
conscious  that  they  had  lost  a  tower  of 
strength  for  the  good  of  their  city  and  county. 
An  "old  line"  Whig  of  the  Webster  and  Clay 
principles,  he  followed  the  fortimes  of  his 
pa^'ty  until  it  was  merged  into  the  new  Re- 
publican organization.  He  then,  until  his 
death  in  1873,  was  a  warm  and  devoted  Dem- 
ocrat, which  he  considered  the  party  necessary 
to  the  welfare  and  glory  of  his  country.  He 
held  to  universal  toleration  and  liberty  of  re- 
ligious opinion,  and,  while  not  a  professed 
member  uf   aii)-  church,  looked   on   everything 
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in  nature  as   holy  and  consecrated   because   of 
its  comiu'T  from  the  liand  of  God. 


tEV.    MARTIN 
Chief    of    Rec 
— ^  Order  of   Re 


A.  DUNHAM,  Great 
^cords  of  the  Improved 
^ed  Men  for  the  State  of 
New  York,  was  born  in  Broome  County,  New 
York,  February  22,  1857,  son  of  Lewis  and 
Lydia  (Fuller)  Dunham.  The  father  was 
born  in  Dutchess  County,  New  York,  and 
went  with  his  father  to  Broome  County  in 
1831,  when  iiut  eleven  years  of  age.  The 
mother  was  a  native  of  Tompkins  County, 
New  York,  a  daughter  of  Aivin  I'uller,  a 
well-known  resident  of  that  place.  Lewis 
passed  his  boyiiood  days  on  his  father's  farm, 
and  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  get- 
ting his  education  during  the  few  winter 
months  in  which  the  school  was  in  session, 
lie  continued  farming  until  1873,  when  he 
moved  to  Whitney's  Point,  N.Y.,  and  en- 
gaged in  a  mercantile  business,  which  he  still 
conducts.  Mr.  Dunham  takes  considerable' 
interest  in  local  public  affairs,  and  has  repre- 
sented his  town  in  various  official  positions. 
A  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
for  more  than  half  a  century,  lie  has  wielded 
a  iiotent  inlhience  on  the  moral  and  religious 
character  of  his  village;  and  no  man  has  a 
higher  reputation  in  the  community.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dunham  were  born  six  children,  of 
whom  only  two  survive,  namely:  Edwin,  a 
resident  of  Whitney's  Point;  and  Martin  A., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  father  of 
Lewis  was  John    Dunham,  who  migrated  from 


Dutchess  County  to  the  town  of  Barker, 
N.Y.,  about  the  year  1820,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  land  covered  with  timlicr, 
and,  erecting  a  humble  cottage,  cleared  and 
cultivated  a  farm,  remaining  there  until  his 
death. 

Martin  A.  Dunham  learned  his  early  les- 
sons in  the  public  schools  of  Whitney's 
Point,  and  later  attended  the  academy  at  that 
place.  P"or  a  while  after  leaving  school  he 
remained  at  home,  assisting  his  father  in  the 
store  and  familiarizing  himself  with  general 
business  details.  But  the  desire  of  liis  life 
was  for  something  higher  than  commercial 
pursuits,  and  much  of  his  time  was  spent  in 
reading  and  study  preparatory  to  another  field 
of  labor.  He  believed  himself  divinely 
called  to  preach  the  gospel  of  Christ;  and, 
being  inspired  by  tliis  thouglit,  no  discourage- 
ment or  opposition  could  change  his  resolu- 
tion. In  1882  he  joined  the  Wyoming 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  having 
received  a  license  to  preach.  His  first  charge 
was  at  Exeter,  Otsego  County,  N.Y.;  and 
from  there  .he  was  sent  to  Schuyler's  Lake  in 
the  same  county,  wliere  he  was  stationed  for 
three  years.  He  came  thence  to  Chenango 
I'^orks,  Broome  County,  N.Y.,  where  after  one- 
year  of  ministerial  labor  his  health  failed,  and 
he  was  compelled  to  resign  his  pulpit'.  Al- 
though a  man  of  large  physique,  weighing 
about  four  hundred  pounds,  and  with  every 
appearance  of  robust  health,  study  and  con- 
finement seemed  slowly  undermining  his  con- 
stitution; and   a  change  of  occupation  became 
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an  absolute  necessity.  It  was  no  small  trial 
for  him  to  abandon  his  chosen  work;  but  he 
submitted  to  the  inevitable,  and  engaged  in 
secular  affairs,  going  lirst  to  Whitney's  Toinl, 
where  for  one  year  he  was  in  pnrtne'rshij)  with 
his  bi-other  in  a  meat  market,  in  [S87  moving 
to  Binghamton,  where  he  opened  a  similar 
market  on  I-'ront  Street.  He  was  thus  em- 
ployed for  a  few  years,  and,  when  he  sold 
out  the  business,  assumed  the  management  of 
the  Parlor  City  Laundry,  which  has  since 
passed  into  other  hands.  He  still  retains 
his  connection  with  the  Official  ]?oard  of  the 
Methodist  church  by  virtue  of  his  jjosition  as 
a  local  preacher,  and  often  acts  as  pulpit  suj)- 
l)ly  to  the  churches  of  the  vicinity.  At  pres- 
ent IVIr.  Dunham  is  entirely  engaged  in 
looking  after  the  interests  of  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
holding  one  of  the  most  important  offices  in 
the  organization,  that  of  Great  Chief  of  Rec- 
ords, this  trust  requiring  his  constant  atten- 
tion. '  lie  was  for  two  years  the  representa- 
tive to  the  Great  Council  of  the  United  States 
of  this  order,  and  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  has  always  manifested  the  utmost  de- 
votion and  loyalty  to  the  various  tribes  of 
the  Red  Men. 

Several  years  ago  Mr.  Dunham  married 
Miss  Jennie  Young,  daughter  of  Henry 
Young,  of  the  town  of  Triangle,  Broome 
County.  Having  never  received  the  blessing 
of  childien  of  their  own,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dun- 
ham have  still  felt  the  instinct  of  parental 
love,  and  in  their  benevolence  have  adc>|->ti'd 
two   nieci's  ol    l\Iis.    i^unhani,    on   whom    they 


lavish  a  wealth  of  loving  care.  A  man  of 
spotless  integrity,  modest  and  unassuming, 
no  one  in  Binghamton  is  more  deservedly  re- 
spected than  Ml".  Diiidiani,  C,.  C.  R.  Genial 
and  most  amiable  in  mannei',  he  takes  Jokes 
good-naturedly,  t)ften  by  a  witty  repartee 
turns  the  laugii  on  the  other  party.  His  por- 
trait here  presented  will  be  appreciated  by  all 
who  are  numberetl  among  his  acciuaintances. 


JRA  CORBETT,  Postmaster  at  Corbetts- 
ville,  Broome  County,  N.Y.,  and  an 
extensive  dealer  in  lumber  in  the  town 
of  Conklin,  is  a  grandson  of  Robert  Corbett, 
who  settletl  in  New  Milford,  Pa.,  about  the 
year  1796,  and  there  bought  a  tract  of  one 
thousand  acres  of  land.  He  was  also  one  of 
the  earliest  hotel-keepers,  or  tavern  men,  in 
that  part  of  the  country,  and  was  widely 
known.  Unfortunately,  through  the  dishon- 
esty of  a  partner  in  whom  he  trusted,  he  lost 
a  great  ileal  of  his  pro[)erty.  He  spent  his 
last  days  in  Corbettsville,  which  had  been  so 
called  in  lionor  of  the  family;  was  seventy 
years   old  at   the   time  of   his   death. 

The  i^arents  of  the  subject  of  this  biography 
were  Cooper  and  Cornelia  (Bayless)  Corbett. 
The  father  was  born  in  Susquehanna  County, 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  mother  in  New  Jersey. 
Cooper  Corbett  was  a  prominent  lumberman 
and  an  extensive  land-owner,  possessing  about 
two  thousand  four  hundred  acres.  He  ilied  in 
the  city  of  ]5inghamton,  N.Y.,  at  eighty-six 
years  of  age,  and  his  wife  at  seventy-two 
years.      The)'  reaied    a    family  of   twelve   chil- 
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dren,  of  whom  six  are  now  living,,  namely: 
Ira,  the  eldest;  Sewell,  residing  in  Virginia; 
Emma,  Mrs.  Sheldon,  in  the  city  of  Auburn, 
N.Y. ;  Cornelia,  wife  of  lirastus  Ross, 
banker,  of  Binghamton;  Anna,  Mrs.  Van 
Slyke,  of  Madison,  Wis. ;  Mary,  Mrs.  Barnes, 
living  in  Binghamton.  The  mother  was  a 
Presbyterian;  and  the  father  was  a  Methodist 
in  religion  and  a  Republican  in  his  politics, 
holding  various  offices. 

Ira  Corbett  grew  up  in  the  town  of  Conk- 
lin,  and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
of  that  place  and  at  Susquehanna  County, 
Pennsylvania.  When  yet  a  small  boy,  he  did 
a  man's  work,  assisted  his  father  greatly  in 
his  lumbering  and  farming.  Everything  was 
wild  and  primitive  in  these  parts  in  those 
early  days,  from  the  deer-stalking  in  the  for- 
est to  the  log  cabin  which  made  his  home  and 
the  rude  implements  with  which  he  tilled  the 
soil.  No  fashionable  tailor  measured  him  for 
his  clothes;  but  only  the  deft  fingers  of  his 
mother  modelled  the  garments,  after  having 
spun,  carded,  and  woven  the  stuff  of  which 
they  were  made.  Even  the  foot-wear  of  the 
family  was  made  by  a  travelling  Crispin,  who 
twice  a  year  journeyed  through  the  country 
anil  plied  his  craft  at  the  homes  of  his  cus- 
tomers. Binghamton  had  not  yet  received  its 
proper  name  from  the  wealthy  Philadelphia 
land-owner,  and  was  only  a  little  hamlet  situ- 
ated at  the  confluence  of  the  two  rivers,  and 
called  in  the  quaint  phraseology  of  the  day, 
"Chenang  P'int."  Mr.  Corbett  has  for  many 
years  conducted  the  business  of  lumbering  on 
an    extensive   scale   in    the  town    of    Conklin. 


As  many  as  eighty  men  and  their  teams  have 
been  eniplo)  cd  Ijy  him  at  one  time,  and  some 
of  his  liunber  dealings  have  amounted  to 
nearly  thirty  thousand  dollars  a  sale.  Be- 
sides tliis  he  has  been  in  the  mercantile 
business  for  twenty  years,  and  for  the  same 
length  of  time  has  been  Postmaster  at  his  sta- 
tion. He  has  not  been  without  his  misfort- 
unes and  losses,  having  suffered  heavily  by 
fire   several    times. 

When  Ira  Corbett  was  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  he  married  Miss  Juliet  Bowes,  of  Great 
Ik-nd,  Susquehanna  County,  Pa.,  her  father, 
Joseph  Bowes,  being  owe  of  the  first  settlers 
and  a  merchant  of  the  Bend.  The  family 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corbett  cunsist  of  eight  chil- 
dren, as  f(dlows:  Marshall  J.,  who  is  in  busi- 
ness in  New  York  City;  Mrs.  Ellen  Porter 
and  Adelaide,  wife  of  John  Bayless,  residents 
in  Binghamton;  Mrs.  Anna  Reese,  living  in 
West  Virginia;  Melvin  I.,  attorney  in  Scran- 
ton,  Pa.;  William,  in  Corbcttsville,  N.V.; 
Mrs.  Mary  Thomas,  in  Passaic,  N.J.;  Robert, 
in  California. 

Not  only  in  point  of  longest  residence,  but 
in  reputation  and  integrity,  Mr.  Corbett 
stands  among  the  foremost  men  in  his  vicin- 
ity. He  took  an  active  interest  in  the  late 
war,  and  furnished  money  to  help  in  carry-' 
ing  it  on.  He  has  led  a  very  busy  life,  and 
has  now  practically  retired  from  mercantile 
affairs.  He  owns  a  comfortable  home  and 
about  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  is  en- 
joying the  fruits  of  his  early  industrious 
habits.  Mr.  Corbett  is  a  sturdy  Republican, 
and  is  deeply  inlcresteLl  in  local  public  affairs 
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and  in  general  politics.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cur- 
bett  arc  earnest  and  active  members  of  the 
Methodist    Ejiiscopal   thurch. 


^AM1':S  W.  MANIER,  President  of  the 
Susquehanna  Valley  Bank  and  of  the 
Binghamton  Gas  &  Electric  Light 
Company,  since  1879,  ^^'^  Treasurer  of  the 
L.  Bolles  Hoe  &  Tool  Company  for  nearly 
fifteen  years,  was  born  in  Dutchess  C(junty, 
New  York,  May  ig,  1S40.  II  is  parents  were 
Alexander  and  Mary  A.  (Cookingham)  Manier. 
Tl\e  faniil)-  moved  to  Broome  County,  New 
York,  in  1S54,  buying  land  west  of  the  city 
of  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  and  there  engaging 
in  farming.  The  ancestors  of  Mr.  Manier 
emigrated  from  Holland  to  New  York  State 
in  its  early  settlement. 

In  the  C(nmtry  school  of  the  neighborhood, 
and  subsequently  in  the  public  schools  of 
Binghamton,  James  \V.  Manier  received  his 
early  mental  training,  and  acquired  thi?  knowl- 
edge fitting  him  to  enter  on  a  business  course 
of  life.  He  gave  proof  of  his  patriotism  and 
bravery  by  enlisting,  on  June  i,  1861,  in 
Company  II,  Twent)'-third  New  York  \'^olun- 
teer  Infantry,  for  the  defence  of  his  country's 
tlag.  A\.  first  he  was  enrolled  in  State  ser- 
vice, but  in  a  short  time  was  sent  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  where  his  regiment  was 
successively  under  the  conmiand  of  Generals 
McClellan,  McDowell,  Pope,  Hooker,  and 
Meade,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of  sec- 
ond Bull  Run,  Antietam,  South  Mountain, 
and  Fredericksburg.      Having  enlisted  for  two 


years,  he  was  Iionorably  discharged  in  June  of 
1S63,  and  returned  to  the  city  of  Binghamton, 
where  in  June  of  1S64  he  entered  the  Susque- 
hanna Valley  Bank,  in  wiiich  he  has  since 
been  engaged.  Mr.  Manier  was  also  a  Direc- 
tor of  the  Court  Street  East  and  West  End 
Railway  at  the  time  of  its  organization.  The 
business  interests  of  the  Susquehanna  Valley 
Bank  are  the  nearest  to  his  heart,  and  under 
his  able  management  its  prosperity  and  growth 
have  been  truly  wonderful.  A  sketch  of  its 
early  history  will  not  be  amiss  in  this  notice, 
as  it  is  considered  one  of  the  strongest  and 
most  conservative  financial  institutions  in  the 
State. 

The  -Susquehanna  Valley  Bank  of  Bingham- 
ton, N.Y.,  a  State  banking  institution,  was 
chartered  in  1S55,  and  therefore  has  a  record 
of  thirty-nine  years  behind  it.  It  has  always 
been  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  managed  and 
leading  banks  of  the  State,  an  estimate  which 
is  justified  by  the  historical  fact  that  it  has 
never  yet  passed  a  dividend.  The  first  offi- 
cers of  the  bank  were:  .Sherman  D.  Phelps, 
President;  Henry  Mather,  Vice-President; 
R.  W.  P'reeman,  Cashier.  In  1884  Mr. 
James  \V.  Manier,  who  had  been  ct)nnected 
with  the  bank  since  i  S64,  and  had  been  Cash- 
ier since  1S68,  was  elected  President.  This 
office  he  has  ever  since  continued  to  hold,  dis- 
charging its  duties  with  ability  and  integrity. 
A  man  of  clear  and  decided  views  and  emi- 
nently sound  jutlgment,  he  is  regarded  as  an 
authority  upon  everything  relating  to  financial 
affairs  and  business  matters  in  general.  It  is 
interesting  to  mention  that  at  the  preliminary 
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meeting  of  the  bank  held  November  25,  1S54, 
the  following  Board  of  Directors,  most  oi 
whom  have  passed  away,  were  elected.  Tiie 
names  were  Sherman  D.  I'heljjs,  Henry  S. 
Hitchcock,  Hazard  Lewis,  S.  T.  Scranton, 
Barzillai  Marvin,  Giles  \V.  Hotchkiss,  James 
Munsell,  Henry  Mather,  William  F,.  Taylor, 
Charles  McKinney,  Augustus  Morgan,  Will- 
iam M.  Ely,  and  Martin  Stone.  The  original 
stockholders  of  this  bank  were:  Sherman  D. 
■  'helps,  Henry  S.  Hitchcock,  William  l^.  Tay- 
lor, James  Munsell,  iMartin  Stone,  ikirzillai 
Marvin,  Augustus  Morgan,  lienjamin  N. 
Loomis,  Ransom  Balcom,  Richard  Ely,  Solo- 
mon Aldrich,  Virgil  Whitney,  Hiram  M. 
Meyer,  Isaac  L.  Bartlett,  Townsend  G.  Gardi- 
ner, Joseph  Carman,  Ira  Scoffield,  Albert 
Way,  Charles  McKinney,  William  M.  ]'21y, 
I'^lijah  Castle,  Oliver  ICly,  Luther  Jenison, 
Julius  lul  wards,  Addison  Mcis.ec,  C'ovell 
Case,  William  Harris,  Giles  \V.  Hotchkiss, 
Lewis  Seymour,  h'reeman  Moore,  Gregory  & 
Smith.  Of  the  thirty-two  persons  above 
named,  only  Benjamin  N.  Loomis,  William 
E.  Taylor,  Solomon  Aldrich,  William  Harris, 
and  Elijah  Castle  survive.  Sherman  D. 
I'helps,  the  first  President,  hekl  the  office 
continuously  until  his  dc^ath  in  November  13, 
1878.  Erom  1 8 79  to  June,  18 84,  I'^gbert  A. 
Clark  was  President;  and  his  successor,  as 
above  mentioned,  was  James  W.  Manicr,  who 
has  held  the  office  since  that  date. 

In  February  of  1890  the  Hon.  Orlow  W. 
Chapman,  late  Solicitor-General  of  the  United 
States,  who  was  a  resident  of  Binghainton, 
and  \'ice-l're.-,idcnt   of   this  bank,  died.      Al  a 


subsequent  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
Mr.  James  B.  Weed,  senior  partner  in  the  in- 
lluential  firm  of  James  15.  Weed  &  Co., 
tanners,  was  elected  Vice-President.  The 
Cashier  of  the  bank  is  Mr.  Arthur  (iriffin, 
who  has  honorably  filled  this  position  since 
18S4.  The  present  Board  of  Directors  is 
considered  one  of  the  strongest  bodies  ever 
associated  together  in  this  State.  The  com- 
plete list  is  as  follows:  George  A.  Kent, 
senior  member  of  the  company  of  that  name; 
.Sigmund  J.  Hirschmann,  of  the  firm  of 
Ilirschmann  Brothers;  Gilman  L.  Sessions, 
attorney  and  counsellor  -  at  -  law  ;  Asa  R. 
Tweedy;  James  B.  Weed;  Charles  M.  Stone; 
William  G.  Phelps;  Norman  A.  Phelps; 
Alonzo  C.  Matthews;  Arthur  GrilTin;  James 
W.  Manier;  James  M.  Stone.  The  Hon. 
William  B.  ICdwards,  ex-County  Judge  and 
Surrogate  of  Broome  County,  for  some  time 
one  of  the  directors,  has  very  recently  ilied. 
As  already  stated,  this  is  a  most  conservative 
and  yet  liberal  and  progressive  institution. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  overestimate  the 
value  of  the  work  it  has  been  doing  during  all 
these  years  in  connection  with  tlie  lousiness 
affairs  of  Binghamton;  and  there  is  no  doubt, 
with  its  ])resent  olFicers  and  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, that  it  will  continue  its  career  of 
prosperity. 

Mr.  Manier  is  a  strong  Republican,  but"  is 
by  no  means  an  aspirant  for  office.  He  is  an 
earnest  and  ilevoted  Presbyterian  in  religious 
faith,  and  with  his  estimable  wife  is  closely 
connected  with  all  good  works  carried  on  by 
the  church  of  u'nidi  they  are  mcniliers. 
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I'KRRY  I'lSII,  KbO.,  attorney  and 
cmiiisclldi' -  at  -  law  o(  liin^haniton, 
N.\'.,  was  l)iini  ill  Sus(|iiclianiia 
County,  rcnnsylvania,  April  15,  1856,  son  of 
tiic  Rev.  A.  II.  ami  Sarah  N.  (Vance)  ImsIi. 
The  father  was  a  Haptist  minister,  and  was 
located   for   many   years    in    Carbondale,    i'a. 

])r.  Rufns  T'lsh,  the  grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  the  i^rescnt  sketch,  settled  in  i  S07  at 
Great  Bend,  I'a.;  but  the  family  trace  their 
ancestry   to   the   early   settlers   of   Vermont. 

A.  Perry  Fish  received  his  preparatory  edu- 
cation in  the  i)ublic  schools  of  his  town,  and 
a.t  the  Keystone  Academy  and  Lake  View  In- 
stitute, Susquehanna  County,  Pennsylvania, 
whence  he  proceeded  to  Hillsdale  College, 
Michigan,  where  he  was  gratluated  with  the 
degree  of  A.B.  in  1S75.  He  engaged  in 
teaching  school  until  iSSo,  when  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  law  with  A.  D.  Wales, 
Esq.,  in  Hinghamton,  N.Y.  Ikdng  admitted 
to  the  practice  of  law  at  the  general  term  in 
Albany,  N.V.,  in  November,  1S83,  lie  at 
once  formetl  a  pai'tnership  with  Mr.  Wales, 
which  continued  until  April,  1S92,  when  he 
opened  an  oifice  at  No.  75  Court  Street,  soon, 
however,  removing  to  Nos.  22  and  23  Ross 
Huilding,  where  he   has  since   practised  ahuie. 

iMr.  l'"ish  is  a  strong  Republican  in  p(di- 
tics,  and  is  an  active  and  valued  worker  for 
his  ]3arty,  having  made  effective  speeches 
through  the  country  in  several  camijaigns. 
Having  an  excellent  capacity  for  business,  a 
vigorous  understanding,  ant!  quick  [)erce[)- 
lions,  and  being  well  skilled  in  parliamentary 
rules,  he    has  ably  served    as  Chairman    of   the 


city  ReiHiblican  Committee  for  about  eight 
years.  He  has  a  good  general  [iractice,  has 
been  connected  with  many  pmminent  cases, 
and  is  justly  consideretl  one  of  the  rising  men 
of  the  county  in  the  legal  profession. 

.Among  his  many  accomplishments,  his  pro- 
ficiency in  music  is  particularly  worthy  of 
mention.  Mr.  l-'ish  jiossesses  a  well-culti- 
vated bass  voice,  which  has  been  heard  with 
great  pleasure  in  several  of  the  choirs  in 
l^inghamton  and  in  many  successful  concerts. 
He  is  fraternally  connected  with  the  Order  of 
Red  Men. 


YrAjMLIJAM  COOIJi Y,  one  of  the  prom- 
VpV^  inent  farmers  of  15roome  County, 
whose  fruitful  acres  are  in  Chenango,  iJistrict 
No.  3,  is  a  grandson  of  an  luiglishman  wlio 
came  to  this  country  during  the  struggle  for 
independence  (ui  the  part  of  the  early  colo- 
nies, and,  being  jiressetl  into  the  service  of  his 
mother  country,  took  the  first  opportunity  to 
deseit  from  the  ranks  and  join  the  patriots, 
with  whom  he  fought  till  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  then  engaged  in  fai'ming,  settling  sub- 
secpiently  in  Bradford  County,  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  married  to  a  Connecticut  lady,  who 
bore  him  five  chililren,  four  sons  and  one 
daughter,  who  grew  up,  married,  had  families, 
and  perpetuated  the  name  in  this  country. 
He  was  a  successful  man,  active,  energetic, 
secured  a  competence,  and  died  in  middle' 
life,  leaving  his  widow,  who  continuetl  here 
till  about  eighty-four  years  old. 

The  father  of   William  was    Hanie.l    Cooley, 
who  was    born    in    Luzerne   County,    I'ennsyl- 
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vania,  in  1791,  and  was  married  in  1817  to 
Eleanor  Overfield,  widow  of  I'Irastus  Bowman, 
who  was  born  in  Luzerne  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Margaret 
Overfield.  Mrs.  Cooley,  by  her  former  mar- 
riage, had  one  son,  Erastus  Bowman,  Jr.,  who 
was  quite  a  prominent  man,  and  died  in  May, 
1 89 1,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years. 

Daniel  and  Eleanor  (Overfield)  Cooley  had 
born  to  them  seven  children,  four  sons  and 
three  daughters,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
'being  the  second  child  and  son.  Paul  died 
when  two  years  old;  Rebecca,  at  four  years  of 
age;  Caroline,  wife  of  Benjamin  Jayne,  died 
when  twenty-eight,  leaving  three  sons  and  one 
daughter;  Mary,  wife  of  James  Keeney,  died 
at  thirty-six,  without  issue;  John,  the  eld- 
est, died  in  Tioga  County,  New  York,  in 
September,  1891,  aged  seventy  years,  leaving 
a  widow  and  one  son,  William,  now  in  Bing- 
hamton.  The  living  children  are:  William; 
and  Daniel  C,  who  is  a  farmer  in  the  town 
of  Chenango,  county  of  Broome,  anil  has  one 
son  and  one  daughter  The  mother  of  these, 
children  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years; 
and  Mr.  Cooley  married  for  his  second  wife 
the  widow  of  William  Place,  who  bore  no 
children.  Daniel  CojDley  married  for  his 
tliird  wife  the  widow  l^arnes,  who  survived 
iiini,  and  dieil  when  eighty  years  old,  he  hav- 
ing died  October  17,  1859.  He  left  a  large 
farm,  consisting  of  two  hundretl  and  thirty- 
five  acres,  and  some  money,  which  was 
divided  among  the  children.  He  had  been 
connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  nearly  all   his  life,  and  had  served  effi- 


ciently many  years  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
being  a  man  of  strong  convictions  and  tena- 
cious of  wliat  he  conceived  to  be  right  and 
true. 

William  Cooley  was  born  in  Aulnirn,  Sus- 
quehanna County,  Pa.,  in  18 19;  was  brought 
up  on  the  farm,  remaining  at  the  home  place 
with  his  parents  until  twenty-one  years  old, 
when  he  started  for  himself,  working  for  eight 
months  for  fifteen  dollars  per  month,  and  the 
following  eight  months  at  the  same  place  for 
sixteen  dollars  per  month.  He  was  married 
August  S,  1 841,  to  Eleanor  Bunnell,  of  Brain- 
tree,  I^uzerne  County,  Pa.  They  began  life 
together  on  his  father's  farm,  where  they 
remained  six  years,  and  then  purchased  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  acres  near  by,  living  there  for 
ten  years.  There,  on  October  5,  1855,  his 
wife  died,  in  her  thirty-fourth  )'ear,  leaving 
■four  chiklren,  namely:  Olive,  wife  of  Gideon 
Lobdel],  who  died  August  27,  1882,  aged 
thirty-nine  years;  Aurelia  B.,  who  was  born 
in  1S45,  '"^'i*-'  ''i^''^'  '"  1S63;  Mary  Jane,  who 
died  in  1856,  when  six  years  okl;  and  Lester, 
born  July  7,  1853,  who  is  married,  and  now 
living  on  a  farm  in  South  Dakota.  Mr.  Coo- 
ley was  again  married  October  30,  1856,  at 
Guilford,  Chenango  County,  to  Miss  Mary 
Ann  Yale,  a  daughter  of  Zebedee  Yale,  a" 
large  farmer  of  that  county.  They  remained 
one  year  on  his  farm  in  Auburn,  selling  the 
same  in  1857,  and  purchasing  a  large  place 
form  his  present  wife's  father,  where  they 
lived  twelve  years,  from  December,  1857,  to 
April,  .1869,  when  they  sold  it  for  fifteen 
thousand  dollars.      Mr.  Cooley  then  purchased 
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the  place  where  he  now  lives,  three  hundred 
and  seventy-eight  acres,  for  fifty  dollars  per 
acre,  the  farm  at  the  present  time  comprising 
two  hundred  and  ten  acres.  He  also  has  an- 
other farm  of  one  lunulrctl  and  thirly-five 
acres,  which  is  utilized  for  dairying  purposes. 
The  present  Mrs.  Cooley  comes  from  a 
long-lived  and  notable  ancestry,  possessing 
more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  and  is  a 
bright-minded,  active  woman,  endowed  with 
a  strong  physique  and  possessing  a  pleasing 
combination  of  domestic  and  social  qualities, 
making  her  a  congenial  companion,  good 
neighbor,  and  kind  friend.  Her  grandfather, 
Uriah  Yale,  was  born  in  Meriden,  Conn.,  in 
1762,  and  lived  many  years  in  Dutchess 
County,  New  York.  He  married  Eunice 
Merwin,  of  Connecticut,  who  lived  to  be 
ninety-eight  years  old,  retaining  to  a  wonder- 
ful degree  her  mental  and  [jhysical  faculties, 
and  imparting  to  her  progeny  the  strength  of 
mind  and  of  body  for  which  the  family  have 
been  noticeable.  The  Yale  family  were  con- 
spicuous for  their  physical  development  as 
well  as  their  mental  endowment,  Mrs.  Cooley's 
father  and  four  of  the  children  aggregating  in 
weight  fourteen  hundred  and  thirty-si.\  pounds. 
Mrs.  Cooley  treasures  several  relics  of  the 
olden  time  which  have  been  hantled  down  in 
the  family,  among  them  a  foot-stove  of  nearly 
one  hundred  years  ago,  made  of  perforated  tin 
within  a  wooden  frame,  in  which  used  to  be 
set  a  basin  of  Jive  coals;  a  communion  cup  of 
glass;  and  a  large  shell  comb,  such  as  were 
worn  a  century  ago.  She  evidently  believes 
in    gratefully    remembering    the    past,    living 


cheerfully  and    actively    in    the    present,   and 
looking   hoiicfuUy   toward   the   future. 


IRVING  \V.  liUTI.l'.K,  a  resident  of  15ing- 
hamton,  a  veteran  of  the  late  war,  and 
a  useful  and  valued  citizen,  was  born 
on  the  West  Side,  xA.pril  6,  1843,  a  son  of 
Nelson  and  Mariam  (^Wentz)  Butler,  both 
natives  of  this  city.  The  Ikitler  family  came 
here  from  New  Jersey,  John  ]5utlcr,  the  father 
of  Nelson,  being  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
this  part  of  Broome  County,  which  contained 
but  few  white  people  at  the  time  of  his 
arrival.  Nelson  Butler  is  still  living.  He 
is  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  but  has  followed 
various   occupations. 

Irving  W.  Butler  obtained  his  education  in 
the  old  subscription  schools,  and  then  learned 
the  trade  of  shoemaking,  which  business  he 
followed  till  1SS3.  He  has  belonged  to  the 
Fire  Deixirtment  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  having  been  a  member  of  the  Rescue 
Engine  Company  in  i860,  and  being  now  con- 
nectetl  with  the  Alert  Hose  Company.  He 
has  held  all  of  the  positions  in  the  dejiart- 
ment,  from  that  of  torch  boy  up  to  Chief 
I'jigiucer,  having  been  electeil  to  the  latter 
jiosition  for  the  year  iSgi.  He  is  now  a 
member  of  the  Mxcnipt  Firemen's  Associa- 
tion. He  has  a  gooti,  clean  record,  and  will 
be  remembered  as  a  man  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary judgment  and  presence  of  mi  ml  under 
trying  circumstances.  His  clear-headedness 
and  self-possession  have  enabled  him  to  ac- 
complish effective  work,  while  others  laboring 
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under  excitement  would  lose  their  wits  and 
rush  liither  and  thither  to  no  purpose.  lie 
has  been  for  some  years  Sewer  Inspector,  per- 
forming the  duties  of  this  position,  as  of 
every  other  in  which  he  has  been  placed,  with 
fidelity,  alacrity,  and  commendable  zeal. 

Although  but  eighteen  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter,  Mr.  Butler 
was  a  true  patriot,  and  bravely  bore  arms  in 
the  Civil  War  of  1861-65.  luilisting  in 
1862  in  the  Sixteenth  New  York  Battery, 
which  was  sent  t<j  join  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, he  took  part  in  many  battles  and 
skirmishes  —  Tetersburg,  Fair  Oaks,  Cha- 
pin's  Farm,  and  others.  He  was  discharged 
July  6,  1865,  and  returned  home,  having  seen 
severe  fighting,  and  having  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  one  of  the  greatest  conflicts  of  this 
century.  He  was  Commander  of  Watrous 
Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  for  two 
years,  and  is  now  a  member  of  Walton 
D  wight  Post.  Mr.  Butler  married  Miss 
Juliet  Crocker,  of  Union,  Broome  County,  by 
whom  he  has  had  nine  children:  Minnie, 
Maud,  Madge,  Earle,  Flsie,  Ralph,  Nelson, 
and  two  deceased.  Mrs.  Butler's  father, 
Oliver  A.  Crocker,  one  of  the  original  set- 
tlers of  Union,  livetl  alwnit  three  miles  from 
IMnghamton.  lie  was  a  man  of  great  deter- 
mination, and  was  active  in  the  political  and 
social  development  of  the  town  in  its  early 
days. 

[1..IJS   W.  MORSE,    an   able  young  finan 
cier    of    Binghamton,    N.Y.,    Treasurer 
of    the    Binghamton     Wagon     Company,    was 


born  at  Eaton,  Madison  County,  N.Y.,  Vcb- 
ruary  27,  1865,  son  of  Walter  anil  Celeste 
(Davis)  Morse.  His  grandfather  was  Ellis 
Morse,  who  was  born  in  Massachusetts  and 
reared  in  the  town  of  Eaton,  N.Y.,  where  he 
was  a  farmer  and  cattle-dealer.  The  Morse 
family  were  originally  from  England,  the  ear- 
liest records  of  them  in  America  dating  back 
to  1635,  in  which  year  four  of  that  name  are 
said  to  have  come  to  Massachusetts.  Joseph, 
the  founder  of  the  family  in  Madison  County, 
went  there  in  1796,  nearly  one  hundred  years 
ago,  when  the  county  was  still  untenanted 
save  by  the  wild  game  and  animals  which 
abounded  in  the  forests,  the  only  inhabitants 
being  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  who, 
were  friendly  visitors  around  the  Morse 
fireside. 

Walter  Morse  was  a  pioneer  in  the  lousiness 
of  manufacturing  engines,  and  was  one  of  the 
well-known  firm  of  Wood,  Tabor  &  Morse, 
having  the  most  extensive  trade  in  that  part 
of  the  country.  He  was  born  at  Eaton,  I'eb- 
ruary  25,  1S35,  this  town  having  been 
founded  by  his  father,  who  encouraged  and 
started  local  industries.  Mrs.  Walter  Morse 
was  born  at  Eaton,  a  daughter  of  Richard 
Davis,  who  was  a  millwright  and  builder  at 
that  ])laee.  The  family  were  members  of  the  ' 
Congregational  church.  The  brothers  of  Wal- 
ter Morse  have  all  been  distinguished  men  in 
their  several  walks  through  life.  They  are: 
George  E.,  the  founder  and  President  of  the 
seminary  at  Eaton;  Gardner,  a  wealthy  and 
public  -  spirited  man  of  ICaton  —  has  been 
Treasurer   and   Judge   of   the   county;   Henry, 
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who  won  liis  rank  of  Major-Gencral  on  the 
battlcrickl ;  Alfred,  llic  brave  young  soldier 
whose  life  was  given  for  his  country  at  Cedar 
Creek;  and  Ilartwell,  a  prominent  banker  tif 
15inghanilon,  N.Y. 

The  education  of  FJlis  \V.  Morse  was  ob- 
tained in  the  schools  of  Eaton  and  at  the 
academy  at  Hamilton,  N.Y.  When  his 
course  of  stuily  was  finished,  lie  took  charge 
of  the  corresjiondence  department  of  his 
father's  office,  and  remainetl  with  him  for 
eight  years.  Coming  to  ]>inghaniton  in  1S91, 
he  ably  filled  the  position  of  book-keeper  for 
the  ]5inghamton  Wagon  Company,  ami  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  January,  1S92,  was  elected 
Treasurer.  The  works  are  located  on  Abbott 
Street,  near  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Railway, 
having  excellent  switching  facilities.  The 
comi)any  was  organized  and  incorporated  in 
1888,  with  a  capital  stock  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  The  officers  are:  George  A.  Kent, 
President;  R.  D.  Woodford,  Superintendent 
and  Vice  -  President ;  Herbert  I.ongendyke, 
Secretary;  and  Ellis  W.  Morse,  Treasurer. 
The  main  building  is  two  hundred  by  si.\ty- 
five  feet,  five  stories  high,  with  basement; 
middle  section,  four  stories  and  basement; 
and  divideil  into  tlilferent  Tlepartments,  manu- 
iacluring  pleasure  \'ehieles,  and  also  business 
wagons.  A  high  grade  of  work  is  turned  out, 
being  entirely  completed  in  the  manufactory 
from  the  raw  material  to  the  finish.  The 
jjusiness  is  wholesaling  only,  giving  em- 
ployment, on  an  a\'erage,  to  one  hundred  antl 
twenty-five  skilled  workmen.  It  is  one  of 
the    most    lucrative    manufacturing    plants    in 


the   city,  the  woiks   having   been  run  continu- 
ously since  the  opening. 

C)n  h'ejjruaiy  13,  1889,  Mr. Morse  married 
Miss  Eva  I..,  daughter  of  Henjamin  and 
Martha  E.  \Vhi])ple.  Mrs.  Morse  is  a  native 
of  ICaton,  Matlison  County,  N.Y.,  and  is  a 
most  estimable  and  charming  lady.  The  fam- 
ily are  members  of  the  Eirst  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mr.  JMorse  discharges  the  responsi- 
ble duties  of  his  position  with  signal  al)i!it\', 
and  has  won  the  iiighest  confiilence  and  es- 
teem of  all  connected  with  tlie   company. 


EMl'IR  A.  KING,  a  farmer  and  lumber- 
dealer  of  the  village  of  Windsor,  N.Y., 
was  born  July  1,  1 S44,  in  .Starrueca,  Wayne 
County,  I'a.,  son  of  Robert  K.  and  Minerva 
(Tallman)  King,  both  of  that  county.  13en- 
jamin  C.  King,  father  of  Robert  K.,  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  a  farmer  and  lumber- 
man, lie  removed  to  Mount  Pleasant  Town- 
ship, Wayne  County,  Pa.,  in  the  early  years 
of  the  settlement,  where  he  carried  on  these 
occupations,  lie  was  a  Democrat  of  the  old 
school,  and  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  many  years.  His  tleath  occurred  when 
he  was  sevent)'-si\  years  of  age.  lie  had 
a  family  of  three  sous  and  five  daughters,  of 
wliom  only  two  are  living:  Henjamin  C.,  Jr., 
residing  in  Wayne  County,  Pennsylvania; 
and  Mrs.  Pamelia  Crator,  who  lives  in  Chit- 
tenango,  Madison  County,  N.Y.  l-iobert  K. 
King  was  a  leading  and  practical  man  of 
Starrueca  Borough,  and  carried  on  mixed 
farmini!     and     dairs'ing.       He    owned  a    good 
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piece  of  land  of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres, 
upon  which  he  resided  many  years.  lie  died 
here  in  August  of  1887,  aged  seventy-three 
years.  His  wife,  who  survives  him,  still  re- 
sides at  this  old  home  farm  in  Wayne  County, 
and  is  about  seventy-two  years  of  age.  He 
followed  his  father's  political  sentiments  in 
being  a  Democrat.  Of  his  eleven  children, 
seven  are  now  living,  namely:  Mrs.  Ann 
Starbrid,  wife  of  Irving  Starbrid — they  re- 
side in  Preston  Township,  Wayne  County, 
Pa;  Elmer  A.;  Ellen,  wife  of  Henry  Hill,  of 
Wayne  County;  Clarence,  of  Binghamton, 
N.Y. ;  Melinda,  wife  of  David  H.  Cole,  re- 
siding on  the  old  King  homestead  in  Wayne 
County;  Ada,  Mrs.  Wesley  Peck,  of  Forest 
City,  Lackawanna  County,  Pa.;  Robert  B., 
a   lumberman   in   the  village  of  Windsor. 

'File  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  edii- 
cation  in  the  district  schools  of  Wayne 
County,  and  at  tlie  age  of  eighteen  began 
lumbering,  which  has  been  his  business 
nearly  all  his  life.  He  is  well  known  along 
the  Delaware  River,  where  for  eighteen  years 
he  carried  on  his  business.  His  residence 
was  in  Wayne  County  previous  to  1880;  and 
in  that  year  he  removed  to  Brandt,  Susque- 
hanna County,  and  eng'hgcd  in  the  lumber 
business  for  six  years.  In  1886  he  came  to 
Windsor,  where  he  is  now  engaged  in  farming 
in  connection  with  his  lumber  trade.  He 
owns  a  half-interest  in  a  first-class  saw-mill, 
and  is  a  partner  of  Mr.  Whitmore  Dusenbury, 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  book. 
This  firm  manufacture  all  kinds  of  building 
and    railroad    lumber,    turning    out   from   four 


thousand   to   twelve  tliousand   feet  a  day,  and 
employ   about   twenty   men   the  year  round. 

Mr.  Elmer  A.  King  was  married  in  1868  to 
Miss  Almira  La  Barre,  who  was  born  in 
Wayne  County,  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of 
George  and  Jerusha  (Geer)  La  Barre.  Mr. 
King  and  wife  have  a  family  of  four  children, 
Nellie,  Josephine,  Minerva,  and  Benjamin, 
They  have  a  delightful  home,  and  enjoy  the 
society  of  hosts  of  friends.  They  attend  the 
Presbyterian  church;  and  Mr.  King  votes  in 
the  same  party  which  his  father  and  grand- 
father indorsed  and  upheld  —  the  Democratic. 
In  the  Order  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  he 
maintains  a  good  standing,  being  a  member 
of  Windsor  Lodge,  No.  442.  He  is  also  a 
Knight  of  Honor.  Mr.  King  has  just  entered 
the  year  which  will  round  his  half-century, 
and  is  in  the  prime  of  life.  He  has  been 
industrious,  anfl  has  met  with  success  in  his 
financial  ventures,  which  have  been  managed 
with  sound  judgment  ripened  by  years  of 
experience. 


R.  JOSIAH  CLEVELAND  SI- 
(^  J  MONS,  veterinary  surgeon,  resid- 
ing at  No.  146  Oak  Street,  Bi-ng- 
hamton,  N.Y.,  was  born  in  Trumansburg, 
Tompkins  County,  N.Y.,  January  20,  1828. 
His  parents,  Elijah  and  Rhoda  (Williams) 
Simons,  were  old  settlers  of  Trumansburg,  the 
family  coming  from  Kinderhook,  N.Y.,  where 
the  father  was  reared  and  educated.  Among 
the  events  of  his  youth  he  well  remembered  a 
boyish  encounter,  in  which  he  thraslied  his 
schoolmate,    Martin  Van    Buren,  subsequently 
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President  of  the  United  States.  ]£lijali  Si- 
mons was  a  veterinary  surgeon,  and  also  con- 
ducted a  large  draying  and  teaming  business, 
but  gave  his  time  mainly  to  his  profession, 
and,  besides  this,  was  a  regular  physician, 
having  many  patients  among  his  townspeople. 
He  left  Trumansburg  in  1840,  and  went  to 
Fort   Byron,    N.Y.,    where  he   died. 

Having  received  his  ])rincipal  education  in 
the  common  schools,  Josiah  C.  Simons,  in  liis 
si.Kteenth  year,  went  to  live  with  Judge  Hal- 
sey,  of  Tompkins  County.  He  was  made 
foreman  at  that  place,  and  had  entire  manage- 
ment of  his  stock,  taking  the  care  and  treat- 
ment of  them.  He  remained  there  for  two 
years,  and  then  went  to  Bellona,  Yates 
County,  N.Y.,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of 
miller,  and  worked  there  until  April,  iS'53. 
After  this  he  was  for  four  years  engaged  as 
baggage-master  at  the  railway  station  at  Wav- 
eriy,  N.Y.  In  the  spring  of  1S57  he  bought 
a  farm  in  the  town  of  Chemung,  Chemung 
County,  N.Y.,  which  he  conducted  for  three 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  sold  the 
farm,  and  removed  to  VVaverly,  going  from 
there  in  i86o  to  Elmira,  N.Y.,  where  he  took 
the  position  of  conductor  on  the  Erie  Rail- 
way. His  train  went  through  to  Canandaigiia, 
and  carried  many  tliousand  soldiers  during  his 
time  on  the  road.  In  1S62  he  resigned  his 
position,  and  went  into  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness as  grocer  and  provision  dealer  in  the  city 
of  Elmira,  where  he  had  a  heavy  trade  with 
the  soldiers  at  Barracks  No.  3,  and  through 
them  had  the  opportunity  of  selling  veg- 
etables to  the   Confederate  prison   hospital   at 


that  [jlace.  He  was  very  successful  finan- 
cially, and  at  the  close  of  tlie  war,  in  1865, 
sold  out  the  business.  That  year  he  started 
out  as  tobacco  and  cigar  salesman  for  John  I. 
Nicks,  of  I'^lmira,  travelling  in  his  employ 
through  Western  and  Central  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania  for  five  years.  He  was  after- 
ward employed  by  D.  L.  Holden  as  clerk  in 
his  wholesale  grocery  house  in  Palmira,  and 
received  seventeen  hundred  dollars  per  year  — 
a  liberal  salary,  which  showed  how  valuable 
were  his   services. 

At  the  expiration  of  four  years  Mr.  Simons 
was  unexpectedly  solicited  by  Dr.  Sayles  and 
son,  of  Elmira,  to  start  a  wholesale  grocery 
house,  which  he  did,  the  firm  being  Simons, 
Sayles  &  Co.  Pie  took  charge  of  this  in 
1876,  and  managed  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
make  them  the  acknowledged  leaders  of  the 
trade  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and,  when 
he  retired,  left  it  in  an  excellent  state  of 
efficiency,  which  it  maintains  to-da)-,  with  a 
younger  brother  of  his  partner  as  the  senior 
member  of  the  firm.  The  house  is  also  repre- 
sented upon  the  road  by  experienced  travel- 
ling men;  and  its  trade  is  large  and  is 
inthiential,  both  at  home  and  throughout  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania.  VVlien  Mr.  Simons 
was  connected  with  the  firm,  their  business 
amounted  to  ai)out  four  hundred  thousand  per 
year;  and  he  was  the  only  practical  salesman 
in  it.  After  four  years  in  this  firm  he  was 
obliged  to  retire,  as  he  was  suffering  from 
physical  disability,  which  at  the  time  it 
was  thought  would  prove  fatal.  He  was 
cured    when   lie   hail   almost   lost   all    hope. 
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After  his  recovery  from  illness  Dr.  Simons 
went  to  ]?ellona,  Yates  County,  N.V.,  the 
former  home  of  his  wife,  Harriet  Jones,  wliom 
he  married  March  28,  1S49.  fl'-'r  f'lther  was 
an  old  and  respected  resident  of  this  village, 
but  was  originally  from  Newark,  N.J.  In 
Bellona  Dr.  Simons  purchased  a  country  store 
and  a  fine  residence.  In  connection  with  this 
store  he  practised  his  profession  of  veterinary 
surgeon  througli  all  of  that  country,  having, 
even  when  in  Elmira,  attended  cases  where 
occasion  seemed  to  demand  his  services  for 
'friends.      He  remained    in  Yates  County  until 

1890,  when  he  traded  his  store  for  a  fine  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  the  town 
of  Owego,  N.Y.,  and  other  property.  He  re- 
sided in  Owego,  where  he  followed  his  profes- 
sion for  two  years;  but  having  the  misfortune 
to    lose    his    wife,    who    died    September    24, 

1891,  he  removed  to  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  and 
has  since  resided  here  with  his  only  child, 
Willard  Elijah  Simons.  This  gentleman  is 
Manager  of  the  \V.  E.  Simons  Manufacturing 
Company  of  ]^>inghamton.  He  was  educated 
in  the  high  schools  of  Elmira  and  Geneva, 
N.Y.,  and  married  Miss  Mary  J.  Dorman  ; 
and   they  have  one  child,    Willard   J. 

Dr.  Josiah  C.  SinuTns  is  a  member  of 
Union  Lodge,  A.  l'\  &  A.  M.,  having  joined 
the  order  in  1872  at  Elmira,  but  clianged  to 
the  lodge  in  Owego.  He  joined  the  Republi- 
can party  when  it  was  first  organized,  and 
voted  for  John  C.  Fremont  for  President,  but 
has  never  taken  any  active  part  in  politics, 
having  held  but  one  office,  that  of  Postmaster 
of   Bellona,  Yates   County,  by  appointment  of 


President   Garfield.      His  wife  was  a  lifelong  j*^ 
member  of   the  Methodist  church,  and   he  now  "^ 
is    a    regular    and    devoted    adiierent     of    Ihc 
Tabernacle    Methodist    Episcopal    Church    of 
Binghamton.      Dr.    Simons   has    had   a  varied 
and    interesting    career    in    his   life  of  sixty- 
si.x  years,    and   is   still  an  active  and  hearty  ii 
man,   being  one    who   has    always   maintained 
his    reputation    as    an   honorable   and   upright  M 
citizen. 


fOHN  M.  KERR,  a  highly  esteemed 
resident  of  Deposit,  Broome  County, 
is  now,  after  many  years  of  faithful, 
excellent  service  as  a  conductor  oi\  the  Erie 
Railroad,  retired  from  active  business,  and  is 
passing  his  days  in  comparative  quiet  and  . 
ease.  He  is  of  Scotch  extraction,  and  has 
many  of  the  characteristics  of  that  intelligent 
and  thrifty  people;  but  the  record  of  his  an- 
cestry, unfortunately,  was  never  preserved. 
His  father  and  mother  both  died,  leaving  him 
a  boy  of  ten  years  in  the  great  city  of  New 
York,  thus  early  in  life  deprived  of  that 
wholesome  fatherly  advice  antl  that  warm 
affection  of  a  mother  wJiicli  smooths  the 
rough  places  and  makes  bright  and  happy  the 
days  of  childhood.  There  were  five  children 
in  tlie  family,  namely:  Jane,  who  was  the  " 
wife  of  Thomas  Puller,  ami  died  without  chil- 
dren; William  M.,  who  enlisted  in  the  army, 
was  wounded,  and  taken  to  the  hospital, 
which  was  destroyecl  by  fire  —  and  he  is  sup- 
l^osed  to  have  perished  in  the  flames;  John 
M. ;  James  J.,  who  was  a  railroad  man,  and 
died  in  Ohio  without  children;  and  Maria  L., 
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the  wife   fjf  Joliii    O.  Clark,  whose   l)i<)f^rai)hy 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

The  sul)ject  of  the  jireseiit  sketch  was  born 
May  4,  1S24.  After  the  death  of  his  mother 
he  was  bound  out  to  a  farmer  of  Orani^e 
County,  so  that  he  was  brought  U[)  on  a  farm, 
and  became  familiar  with  agricultural  o])era- 
lions,  spending  his  tlays  there  mostly  in  work, 
with  but  little  chance  to  obtain  an  education. 
At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  went  to  Montgom- 
ery, Orange  Count)',  and  learned  the  trade 
of  blacksmith.  lie  subsequently  opened  a 
blacksmith  shop  in  Chester,  and  continueil 
working  at  the  anvil  for  a  nmnber  of  years. 
Being  at  length  obliged  to  quit  the  forge  on 
account  of  the  injurious  effect  upon  his  eyes, 
he  went  to  work  on  a  farm  in  Middletown. 
He  next  entered  the  ei^jqdoy  of  the  I'Jie  Rail- 
roail  Coni|)any.  Whatever  his  work,  he  was 
always  accustomed  to  do  it  well,  to  be  dili- 
gent and  faithful  to  tlie  interests  of  his  em- 
j)loyers.  Mis  constant  fidelity  in  little  things 
led  to  his  successive  jironnjtions  from  the 
humble  post  at  which  he  began  to  higher  and 
more  responsible  positions,  till  he  finally  was 
given  the  charge  of  a  passenger  train.  Hav- 
ing by  that  time  recei\'ed  a  thorough  practical 
education  in  railroading,  he  made  one  of  the 
best  conductors  on  the  I'.rie  Ivoad,  and  C(')n- 
tinued  in  his  [/osition  for  about  twenty-two- 
ycars.  During  this  perioil  oil  was  discovered 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  he  made  a  number  of 
judicious  investments  in  f)il  lands,  which 
eventually  made  him  a  fortune.  He  retired 
from  tlie  road  in  1SS2,  much  to  the  regret  of 
the    company    and     its     patrons.      The     train 


which  he  conducted  for  so  long  a  time  and 
so  well  was  popularly  known  as  the  "Kerr 
train,"  being  luuch  more  frequently  distin- 
guished by  this  appellation  than  by  its  regu- 
lar schedule  number. 

Mr.  Kerr  was  married  in  1867  to  Mary  A. 
Pierson,  of  Orange  County.  They  have  Iiad 
two  children,  one  of  whom  is  living,  I'rank,  ' 
a  young  man  of  nineteen  years,  now  attending 
school  at  Deposit.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Kerr  is 
a  member  of  Deposit  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
No.  396.  Politically,  he  is  a  Re|)ublican; 
socially,  a  courteous  and  wlu)le-sonled  gentle- 
man. He  has  an  elegant  home  in  Deposit, 
and  witli  his  genial  companion  spends  the 
ha|)py  days,  dispensing  a  generous  hospital-' 
ity,  and  having  the  respect  of  the  entire 
community. 


LMER  W.  BRIGHAM,  one  of  the  oldest 
residents  of  the  city  of  Binghamton, 
N.Y.,  having  settled  here  with  his  father 
in  the  year  1S30,  was  born  in  Northboro, 
Worcester  County,  Mass.,  Alay  29,  1S09,  son 
of  Moses  and  Maiy  (ISrighanO  Ikigham.  His 
family  records  show  that  as  far  back  as  1650 
his  ancestors  were  settlers  in  that  county. 
The  grandfather,  Artemas  Brigham,  was  a 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  importance  and 
weight  in  that  [dace,  as  he  "tipped  the 
beam  "  at  four  lunulred  pounds,  and  was  be- 
sides well-to-do  foi'  those  days.  y\t  his  death 
he  left  to  his  two  sons  a  fine  productive  farm 
of  three  hundred  acres. 

Moses   ]5righam,  who   was  a   farmer,  moved 
from   Massachusetts   to  Albany   County,    New 
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York,  in  1S14,  remained  there  a  few  years, 
anti  came  to  Broome  County  in  1830,  vvliere 
he  bought  a  farm  two  miles  from  Binghamton 
up  the  Susquehanna  River.  This  tract  was 
then  a  dense  growth  of  pine  timber,  which 
he  cut  down,  and  rafted  to  the  Whitney  mills 
at  Binghamton.  The  land  being  cleared  up 
and  a  home  built,  the  father  and  Klmer  car- 
ried on  quite  an  extensive  farm.  They  also 
bought  a  piece  of  clay  land  toward  Rossville, 
a  suburb  of  ]?inghamton,  and,  in  company 
with  S.  W.  Delamater,  began  the  manufacture 
of  brick,  their  yard  being  the  first  of  any  im- 
portance in  the  city.  For  this  one  and  a  half 
acres  of  land  in  the  year  1836  they  paid  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  They  continued 
there  until  1849,  when  they  purchased  sixty- 
three  acres  of  land  in  the  western  part  of 
Binghamton,  or  in  what  is  now  the  village  of 
Lester  Shire.  Here  they  made  a  brick-yard, 
which  was  then  and  is  at  present  the  principal 
one  of  the  city.  The  father  remained  in  the 
business  for  only  one  year,  when  he  retired, 
and  took  no  active  part  in  affairs  afterward.- 
Mr.  Elmer  W.  Brigham  opened  the  brick- 
yard at  Lester  Shire,  but  soon  sold  his  inter- 
est to  his  brother,  and  engaged  in  the  business 
of  contracting  and  l)u»kling  in  Binghamton. 
lie  erected  a  number  of  tiic  stores  aiul  resi- 
dences in  the  city  in  the  early  days  of  its  set- 
tlement. In  1849,  when  the  village  of 
Owego,  N.Y.,  was  on  fire,  Mr.  Brigham 
reached  the  place  before  the  flames  were  sub- 
dued, and  by  next  morning  had  contracted  for 
three  brick  stores,  which  he  built  that  fall. 
At  the  same  time  he  succeeded  in  taking:  more 


contracts  for  about  twenty  brick  buildings  to 
be  put  up  the  next  year,  which  comprised 
about  all  the  business  houses  put  up  after 
the  calamity.  During  this  time  he  had  two 
brick-yards  at  Owego;  one  at  Waverly,  where 
he  built  three  stores;  one  at  Port  Crane;  and 
two  at  Binghamton,  N.Y.;  and  in  this  way 
managed  to  make  brick  enough  for  his  exten- 
sive work.  He  gave  employment  to  about 
eighty  men,  who  were  paid  off  every  Saturday 
night.  In  1S51  Mr.  Brigham  built  Brigham 
Hall,  one  hundred  by  forty-two  feet  and  four 
stories  high,  on  the  corner  of  Court  and  Col- 
lier Streets,  which  was  used  for  many  years 
for  entertainments  and  other  public  purposes. 
He  sold  out  his  brick-yard  in  1852,  and  after 
that  did  not  build  so  extensively,  although  he 
has  since  put  up  a  number  of  residences.  In 
1847  he  went  to  Tunkhannock,  Pa.,  where  he 
built  a  large  brick  hotel  for  Henry  Starks,  a 
wealthy  man  of  that  vicinity.  It  was  a  three- 
story  building  of  extensive  proportions,  and 
still  remains.  In  the  same  place  he  put  the 
Phelps  Block  for  Judge  Phelps.  Since  1856 
he  has  practically  retired  from  the  building 
business.  Mr.  Brigham  was  elected  Con- 
stable of  Binghamton  in  1855,  and  in. 1856 
Policeman.  He  was  also  about  the  same  time 
elected  Coroner,  which  j^osition  he  occupied, 
for  nine  years.  He  was  for  four  years  on  the 
Board  of  Excise,  an  office  which  he  did  not 
like.  He  was  appointed  Court  Crier  by 
Judge  Griswold,  and  has  served  in  this  capac- 
ity for  nearly  forty  years,  having  missed  but 
two  days  during  all  that  time  at  court,  being 
then  on    a  visit    to    his    children    in   Oregon. 
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Among  either  local  offices  he  has  helil  that  of 
Alderman  for  two  terms.  Of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  I'ellows  Mr.  l?righam  has  l)een 
a  member  since  1847,  havin.t^  been  tlironf;h  all 
the  chairs  up  to  Noble  Grand.  With  the 
I'Vee  and  Accepted  Masons  he  has  been  con- 
nected since  1852,  and  is  at  present  a  mendjer 
.  of  Otscningo  Lodge. 

Mr.  Brigham  married  Miss  Ruth  Ann 
Robie,  of  Amber,  N.Y.,  May  24,  1833.  She 
is  still  living,  and  with  her  husband  makes 
a  charming  picture  of  a  loving  partnersliip 
which  has  experienced  the  jo3's  and  the  sor- 
rows and  weathered  tlie  trials  of  sixty-one 
years  of  wedlock.  This  venerated  couple 
have  been  the  parents  of  eleven  children, 
eight  of  whom,  to  their  deeji  aflliction,  have 
been  taken  away  by  death.  The  three  now 
living — namel)':  John  R.,  a  retired  wealthy 
merchant;  Porter  I"..,  a  dry-goods  merchant; 
and  Edward  C,  a  jeweller  —  are  residents  of 
Portland,  Ore.  Mary  the  first-born,  marrietl 
lulgar  West.      She  is  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Brigham  and  wife  have  followed  the 
faith  of  their  ancestors  in  belonging  to  the 
Methodist  l^piscoixil  church;  and  Mr.  Brig- 
ham has  been  one  of  the  heartiest  supporters 
antl  an  official  for  many  years  of  the  Cente- 
nary Church  in  Binghamton.  Me  started  the 
first  juvenile  Suiulay-school,  was  chorister  for 
a  time,  and  has  been  ever  active  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  ciuirch  since  making  his  proles- 
sion  of  religion  in  1S32.  They  have  lived  at 
No.  44  Exchange  Street  for  some  years,  al- 
though   formerly   residing   on    Court    Street. 

Mr.    l^riirham   has   so   fulfilled   the    ideal    of 


a  good  Christian  man,  an  upright  citizen  and 
benevolent  friend,  that  the  most  superlative 
langu:ige  might  be  iiseil,  and  then  not  fully 
ex[:)ress  the  high  estimation  in  which  he  is 
held.  In  his  long  life  of  busy  usefulness,  he 
has  done  much  toward  the  progress  of  the  city 
he  loves  so  well;  and  that  he  may  be  long  left 
among  its  people  is  their  most  sincere  and 
heartfelt  wish.  Ilis  portrait,  which  is  to  be 
seen  on  a  page  near  by,  calls  to  mind  the 
beautiful  Hebrew  saying,  "The  hoary  head  is 
a  crown  of  glor)',  if  it  be  fouiul  in  the  way  of 
righteousness." 


ORACE  H.  HATHAWAY,  who  occu- 
pies a  prominent  place  among  the 
mercliants  who  have  contributed  by 
their  spirit  of  enter|)rise  to  the  commercial 
prosperity  of  the  city  of  Binghamton,  N.Y., 
was  born  in  Ararat,  Susquehanna  County,  Pa., 
son  of  William  l-].  and  Eliz.a  A.  (Monroe) 
Hathaway.  His  grandfather,  Horace  Hatha- 
way, moved  to  this  State  from  Connecticut 
about  the  year  1800,  and  settled  in  Otsego 
County,  where  he  carried  on  farming  for  sev- 
eral years.'  In  1828,  attracted  by  the  stories 
told  of  the  fertility  and  chea^iness  of  the 
timbered  lands  of  Pennsylvania,  he  removed 
to  Susquehanna  County,  secured  a  tract,  and 
there  made  his  home  until  his  death.  The 
name  of  Hathaway  is  still  well  known  in  that 
region. 

William  K.  Hathaway  was  born  in  Otsego 
Comity,  New  York,  in  the  year  1824,  and 
removed  to  Pennsylvania  with  his  father.      He 
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married  Miss  liliza  Monroe,  of  Wayne 
County,  Pennsylvania,  whose  parents  were  of 
Massachusetts  birth,  but  early  settlers  of  that 
county.  William  Hathaway  was  a  man  of 
superior  position  in  his  town,  active  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  and  especially  interested  in  its 
schools,  and,  besides  being  Supervisor  and 
holding  other  local  offices,  was  Justice  of  the 
I'eace  for  some  years.  He  removed  with  his 
family  to  Binghumton,  N.Y.,  in  1S71.  Of 
their  eight  children,  five  survive,  namely: 
Horace  II.;  Luclla  Ann,  Mrs.  Jefferson 
Young,  of  liinghamton;  May  D.,  Mrs.  O.  W. 
Holmes,  of  Ashcville,  N.C.;  Minnie  S. ;  and 
Lillian  A.,  wife  of  Ralph  E.  Bennett,  a  real 
estate  merchant  of  Binghamton. 

Horace  H.  Hathaway  in  his  childhood  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  his  native  town 
in  l'enns)'lvania,  and  after  the  removal  of  the 
family  to  Binghamton  he  finished  his  educa- 
tion in  the  high  school  of  this  city.  After 
leaving  school,  he  read  law  f<jr  a  short  time, 
and  later  taught  school  for  a  few  terms,  but, 
desiring  a  more  active  life,  became  a  commer-' 
cial  traveller.  His  first  start  in  this  calling 
was  with  Binghamton  firms;  and  for  eighteen 
years  he  was  connected  with  different  compa- 
nies in  the  flour  and  grain  business,  embracing 
in  his  travels  all  the  territory  lying  between 
Buffalo,  N.Y.,  and  the  State  of  Maine.  For 
eighteen  years  he  followed  this  occupation, 
gaining  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  busi- 
ness; and,  when  in  1889  he  started  for  him- 
self, he  brought  a  wide  experience  to  the 
undertaking. 

Mr.    Holmes,   his   first   partner,    retiring   in 


1891,  Mr.  J.  L.  Berry  became  associate  part- 
ner with  Mr.  Hathaway ;  and  soon  a  suiistan- 
tial  and  paying  trade  was  established  by  them. 
They  represent  in  this  market  many  of  the 
most  important  mills  of  the  West;  and  their 
connections  are  such  that  they  can  supply  the 
trade  with  the  best  flour,  grain,  feed,  and 
meal  at  the  lowest  rates,  and  can  compete 
with  any  of  tlie  grain  markets  in  the  country. 
Hathaway  &  Berry  represent  the  following 
firms:  L.  Christian  &  Co.,  of  Minneapolis, 
Minn.;  Humboldt  Mill  Company,  of  the 
same  place;  R.  P.  P'ish  and  W.  P.  Harvey  & 
Co.,  of  Chicago,  111.;  and  L.  M.  Godlcy  & 
Co.,  of  Scottsville,  N.Y.  Sales  are  made  in 
carloads  for  shipment  direct  from  the  mills 
to  any  part  of  the  country.  As  millers' 
agents  and  grain  brokers,  the  firm  have  their 
office  at  Nos.  146  State  Street  and  39  Com- 
mercial Avenue,  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  and  deal 
only  in  wholesale  and  jobbing  lots,  command- 
ing the  large  businesses  in  that  line  in  the 
city.  In  1893  Messrs.  Hathaway  &  Berry 
associated  themselves  with  the  Hon.  George 
E.  Green  in  the  grain  and  flour  trade,  to  sup- 
ply the  vicinity  points  and  local  merchants  of 
Binghamton.  This  was  a  success  from  the 
start,  and  their  warehouse  at  Nos.  146  State 
Street  and  39  Commercial  Avenue  is  always- 
a  busy  and  active  scene  of  operations. 

Mr.  Hathaway  was  married  in  1881  to  Miss 
Hattie  A.  Markel,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Nicholas  Markel,  of  Schoharie  County,  New 
York.  To  their  marriage  four  children  were 
born,  two  of  whom  have  been  takeii  away  by 
death.      The    two    remaining    to     bless    their 
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home  are  Virginia  A.  and  Nina  M.  His 
ancestry  and  his  family  that  are  now  living 
are  strict  and  earnest  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist cluirch,  and  are  liberal  benefactors  to  its 
charities.  Their  residence  is  at  No.  y  Lock- 
wood  Street,  where  they  enjoy  the  comforts  of 
a  well-ordered,  happy  household.  Mr.  Hath- 
away is  a  member  of  Otseningo  Lodge, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  oi  Wamsutta  Tribe  of 
I'led  Men.  Binghamton  is  proud  to  have 
among  her  citizens  such  men  as  Mr.  Hatha- 
way, who  by  their  industry  and  progressive 
spirit  place  her  far  in  the  front  rank  of  enter- 
[jrising  and  prosperous  cities. 


^I^ORRIS  COLLIAR,  a  blacksmith  and 
farmer  in  the  village  of  Lisle,  is  one 
of  the  self-made  men  of  our  times. 
Left  an  orphan  when  but  four  years  old,  he 
grew  to  manhood  without  the  care  and  sym- 
pathy of  fond  parents.  Possessing  a  consid- 
erable fund  of  natural  ability,  habits  of  indus- 
try, and  a  resolute  will  to  work  his  way 
onward,  he  has  succeeded  despite  all  the  ad- 
verse circumstances  of  his  early  life.  He  was 
never  afraid  of  toil;  and  the  diligent  labors 
of  his  youthful  and  niatinx-r  years  gave  him, 
in  the  course  of  time,  a  little  capital,  which 
he  wisely  invested,  so  that  he  is  now  able 
to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  a  competence  fairly 
won. 

The  birthplace  of  Norris  Colliar  was  in 
New  York  State,  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson 
River,  where  he  first  saw  the  light  in  1S21. 
He  was  one  of   a  famih'  of   six  small  children 


who,  being  early  left  without  parents,  were 
carried  to  the  County  House.  From  that 
place  Norris  was  taken  by  Horace  Smith,  of 
Cortland  C(nnity,  who  brought  him  up,  and 
pro\-ed  to  be  a  kind  and  iielpful  benefactor. 
He  lived  with  Mr.  Smith  until  eighteen  years 
of  age,  receiving  a  limited  education  and  hav- 
ing a  good  home.  He  was  then  apprenticed 
to  learn  the  blacksmith's  trade  in  Cortland 
County,  at  a  place  which  is  now  called  Tay- 
lor. He  afterward  worked  by  the  month  at 
Whitney's  Point  for  about  three  years,  and  in 
1S48  came  to  his  present  location,  and  opened 
a  shop,  doing  all  of  his  own  work,  attending 
to  immediate  calls,  and  filling  orders  with  a 
skill  and  promptness  which  have  secured  him 
many  customers.  After  a  time  he  bought  a 
lot,  and  built  the  sho])  in  which  he  is  now 
working.  He  has  a  large  farm  one  mile  west, 
where  he  li\'ed  for  fourteen  years,  managing 
it  in  connection  with  work  at  his  trade.  He 
has  owned  man)'  lots  and  dwellings  in  the  vil- 
lage, and  has  been  something  of  a  speculator 
in  real  estate.  He  purchased  his  present 
home    in    1S89. 

On  November  2,  1844,  Mr.  Colliar  was 
married  to  Mary  Ann  Sparrow,  a  daughter  of 
Solomon  and  I\Tary  (Haker^  ■  Sparrow.  She 
was  born  near  Centre  Lisle,  January  i,  1828, 
where  her  parents  lived  on  a  farm.  They 
were  born  near  Cape  Cod,  and  came  here  in 
1S23.  They  had  a  famil)'  of  niiie  children, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living,  as  follows: 
Joseph,  an  aged  farmer  in  this  village; 
Franklin,  a  farmer,  whose  residence  is  in  this 
jjlace;  Jefferson,  a  teamster,  now  in  l^ingham- 
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ton;  and  Mary  Ann,  Mrs.  Colliar.  Solomon 
Sparrow  died  when  seventy-four  years  old,  in 
1867;  and  Mrs.  Sparrow  at  the  same  age,  four 
years  later,  in  1871.  They  have  three  sons 
and  six  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living: 
Charles,  a  farmer  and  blacksmith,  in  Colorado; 
Eva,  a  maiden  lady,  at  home;  Violettie,  wife 
of  William  H.  Collier,  having  one  daughter; 
Mary  Baker,  wife  of  Clarence  E.  Sliter,  of 
Union;  Norris  Colliar,  Jr.,  a  farmer  on  his 
father's  farm,  having  a  wife  and  one  daugh- 
ter; Frances,  wife  of  Fay  VVoodworth,  a  mer- 
chant at  Centre  Lisle,  having  one  son;  Jean- 
nette,  wife  of  Frank  J.  Doan,  at  Cincinnatus; 
Ernest,  of  Lisle,  having  one  son ;  and  Clara 
D.,  who  is  living  at  home. 

Politically,  Mr.  Norris  Colliar  is  a  Prohi- 
bitionist. He  voted  first  for  James  K.  Polk, 
who  was  elected  President  November  12, 
1844;  and  later  he  was  a  Republican.  He  is 
in  no  sense  a  disagreeable  partisan,  but  has 
the  courage  of  his  convictions,  and,  taking  a 
firm  stand  for  the  right,  leaves  no  uncertainty 
as  to  his  position.  He  has  persistently 
avoided  office,  but  was  persuaded,  although 
against  his  wishes  and  inclination,  to  serve 
as  Highway  Commissioner.  Socially,  he  has 
many  strong  and  pleasin'g  traits  of  character, 
which  endear  him  to  those  wlio  know  him 
best. 


W::: 


[AM  F.  LENTZ,  who  has  been 
of  the  Fire  Commissioners  of 
the  city  of  15inghamton,  N.Y.,  ever  since  the 
establishment  of  this  Poartl  in  July,  1S8S, 
was   born   in  the  city  of   New  York,  June    10, 


1846.  His  father,  Gottlieb  Lentz,  who  was 
born  near  Stuttgart  in  the  Province  of  Wiir- 
temberg,  Germany,  came  to  the  United  States 
when  a  child,  and  was  educated  in  this 
country.  Early  developing  a  mechanical  gen- 
ius, he  was  handy  with  all  sorts  of  tools,  and 
finally  became  a  manufacturer  of  surgical  and 
dental  instruments.  He  married  Frederica 
Young,  whose  birthplace  was  in  the  same 
vicinity  as  his  own,  and  who  also  came  to 
New  York  in  her  early  years.  They  came  to 
Binghamton  in  1856;  and  Mr.  Lentz  was  here 
engaged  in  business  till  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  August  14,  1870.  He  was 
a  good  citizen,  a  man  of  intelligence  and 
industry.  He  belonged  to  the  Masonic  Order 
and  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows .  His  widow,  Mrs.  Frederica  Lentz, 
died  in  February,  1S77,  leaving  four  sons. 
William  F.  Lentz,  the  only  member  of  the 
family  now  living,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  New  York  City,  and  came  to  Bing- 
hamton with  his  parents  in  1856.  Later  he 
was  for  a  time  employed  in  the  post-olTfice  in 
New  York  City,  and  subsequently  was  in  the 
office  at  Utica  of  the  assistant  engineer  of  the 
Erie  Canal,  but  maintained  all  the  while  his 
residence  in  Binghamton.  He  is  now  retired 
from  active  business.  He  has  been  promi- 
nent in  the  Fire  Department  for  many  years, 
being  first  a  member  of  the  Phosnix'  Engine 
Company  in  i860.  On  July  8,  1S61,  he  was 
transferred  to  Lawyer  Hose,  now  Crystal 
Hose  Company,  with  which  he  is  still  con- 
nected. He  was  elected  Secretary  of  the 
company  in   July,    1S64,   and   chosen   foreman 
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in  March,  1865,  to  fill  a  vacancy.  At  the 
following  annual  election  he  was  regularly 
chosen  foreman,  and  was  annually  re-elected 
from  that  time  till  1.S71.  Upon  his  retire- 
ment from  this  position  tlie  company  created 
a  new  office,  that  of  President,  to  which  he 
was  elected,  and  has  been  re-elected  every 
year  since.  I\Ir.  Lentz  has  always  taken 
great  interest  in  tliis  branch  of  the  service, 
and  has  been  instrumental  in  the  formation 
of  an  excellent  tleiKirtment.  Many  changes 
iiave  taken  place  since  he  first  jjecame  con- 
nected with  a  fire  cominmy,  when  the  ap- 
paratus was  drawn  by  hanil,  and  when  many 
of  the  appliances  were  crude  and  unwieldy. 
Mr.  Lent/,  was  elected  First  Assistant  ]",n- 
ginecr  of  the  department  in  1S76,  antl  was 
chosen  Chief  ]'aigineer  in  1S77,  and  again 
in  187S.  He  has  been  an  active  member 
of  the  department  in  some  capacity  for  more 
than  a  thinl  of  a  century,  ami  a  member  of 
the  ICxempt  firemen's  Association  for  many 
years.  In  July,  i.SSS,  pursuant  to  recpiire- 
meuts  of  the  city  charter  creating  a  l?oard 
of  Fire  Commissioners,  Mayor  Morgan  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Lentz  on  that  board  to  serve 
until  l-'ebruary  I,  1892.  At  the  expiration 
of  his  first  four  )'ears  ^^ayor  Curran  re- 
appointed him  to  succeed  himself.  In  a 
recent  editorial  a  daily  journal  refers  to 
this  in  complimentary  terms,  saying,  "Com- 
missioner Lentz,  who  has  been  reappointed  to 
the  Board  of  I'ire  Commissioners,  is  a  vet- 
eran who  has  seen  long  service  in  the  depart- 
ment in  all  capacities,  from  torch  boy  to 
Chief    Kntrineer. "      He   has   also   been    Presi- 


dent of  the  Local  Council  of  the  Order  of 
American  I'iremen;  and  at  a  session  of  that 
body  in  New  York  City  held  in  July,  1891, 
he  was  elected  one  of  the  Directors  of  the 
.State  Council.  He  is  also  an  honorary  mem- 
ber of  the  famous  Tiger  Hose  Company  of 
Utica,  N.y.  His  popularity  and  efficiency 
are  evidenceil  by  his  continued  election  and 
appointment  to  honorable  jiositions. 

It  goes  without  saying  tli.il  Mr.  Lentz,  of 
the  l?oartl  of  Fire  Comuiissioners,  is  well 
known  in  Binghamton,  and  stands  high  in  iIh- 
favt>r  of  the  people.  His  jiosition  has  evei- 
been  one  requiring  steiding  cpialities  of  man- 
hood. He  has  showed  himself  possessed  of 
keen  discernment,  quick  tlecision,  cool  judg- 
ment, and  resolute  daring;  a  man  to  be 
depended  on  in  time  of  emergency  and 
danger.  Kindl}-  and  agreeable  in  manner, 
entertaining  in  conversation,  well  stocked 
with  good  sense,  Mr.  Lentz  is  a  pleasant  per- 
son lo  meet  socially  or  to   have  dealings  with. 


§F.  RILEY,  A.M.,  LL.I3.,  who  occu- 
pies a  foremost  position  among  the 
educators  of  the  city  of  Binghamton, 
N.Y.,  is  the  foumler  and  Principal  of  the 
Riley  lUisiness  College,  located  on  State 
Street — an  institution  in  which  the  most 
practical  commercial  training  and  complete 
education  in  stenography,  typewriting,  and  a 
thoi'ough   English   course   can   be  obtained. 

J.  F.  Riley  was  born  at  Owego,  N.Y.,  Sep- 
tember 7,  i860,  son  of  Patrick  and  Ann  Riley. 
The  gift  of  teaching  and  the  love  of  literature 
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is  an  ancestral  trait  in  the  family  of  Professor 
Riley,  whose  mother  and  grandmother  were 
iiighly  educated  women  and  able  instructors 
in  tlieir  day.  So  much  stress  is  laid  at  pres- 
ent on  the  subject  of  lineage  that  a  brief  his- 
torical sketch  of  the  family  will  prove 
interesting   to   the   readers    of   this   book. 

His  great-great-grandfather,  Daniel  ]3avis, 
was  a  Captain  in  the  English  army,  and  was 
sent  to  Irelantl  with  his  regiment  to  assist 
in  cpielling  the  Rebellion  of  1798.  He  saw 
mucli  acli\'e  seivice  while  there,  and,  being 
jileased  willi  tiie  country,  sold  his  commission, 
and  settled  on  a  beautiful  estate  he  purchased 
near  Ballymagoovrn,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death.  His  family  consisted  of  two 
daughters  and  a  son,  the  latter  being  of  a  very 
delicate  constitution.  Daniel  Davis,  fearing 
his  son  would  never  live  to  reacli  manhood, 
and  that  the  estate  would  fall  into  other 
hanils,  gave  orders  Ijefore  his  own  death  that 
his  remains  should  be  buried  under  a  large 
ash-tree  wiiich  stood  in  the  centre  of  the 
lawn,  so  that  the  place  should  never  be  with- 
out the  name  of  Davis.  But,  although  his 
wish  in  the  matter  of  his  burial  was  carried 
out,  there  were  jilenty  of  living  representa- 
tives afterward  of  the'name  of  Davis;  for, 
ilespite  his  delicacy,  the  son  Edward  lived  to 
a  good  round  age,  and  left  a  large  family  of 
sons  and  daughters.  One  of  these  daughters, 
lClizal;etli,  married  William  Taylor,  who 
owned  an  estate  in  the  vicinity.  I'^rom  this 
union  was  born  Mary  Taylor,  who  became  the 
grandmother  of  the  sul)ject  of  this  sketch. 
She    was    considered    the    handsomest     young 


lady  in  that  part  of  the  country.  If  a  little 
vein  of  romance  runs  through  the  Professor's 
family,  it  may  be  traced  to  tliis  same  Mary 
Taylor,  who,  to  the  great  indignation  of  her 
relatives,  eloped  with  a  Roman  Catholic,  by 
name  James  O'Reilly.  Her  people  professed 
tlic  Protestant  religion,  and  resented  so 
strongly  the  act  of  Mary  that  it  is  said  her 
father  started  in  hot  jnirsuit  with  gun  in 
hand,  as  if  determined  to  shoot  his  daughter 
at  sight.  But,  like  "young  Lochinvar,"  the 
gallant  O'Reilly  made  good  his  escape,  and 
reached  a  place  of  safety  with  his  pretty 
bride.  The  Davis  and  Taylor  families  were 
all  loyal  subjects  of  England,  the  men  of  the 
former  name  serving  with  distinction  under 
Wellington  at  Waterloo,  and  the  grandfather 
Taylor  being  an  ofificial  of  the  crown  for  sev- 
eral years  in  Ireland.  They  were  highly  re- 
spected, and  classed  among  the  best  people  in 
England  and  Ireland.  Tiie  great-great-grand- 
father O'Reilly  was  an  ardent  patriot  of  the 
Irish  cause,  and  in  the  Rebellion  of  1798  was 
opposed  in  combat  to  the  very  officer  whose 
grand  -  daughter  afterward  eloped  with  his 
grandson,    James   O'Reilly. 

Patrick  Riley  was  born  in  Ireland,  -and 
came  to  America  while  quite  a  young  man, 
being  well  educated  as  well  as  industrious 
and  energetic.  He  was  Superintendent  of 
Construction  on  the  Erie  Railway,  ,and  re- 
sided in  Owego,  N.Y.,  on  the  spot  now  occu- 
pied by  the  Southern  Central  Depot,  He 
became  owner  of  a  large  amount  of  property, 
and  was  an  influential  and  respected  citizen 
of    that    place,  where   he  died    May  6,    1876. 
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His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ann 
O'Reilly,   died  December   15,    1892. 

Professor  Riley  received  his  early  education 
in  the  district  schools  of  Bradford  County, 
Pennsylvania,  afterward  studying  at  the  old 
academy  in  Owego,  N.Y.  At  his  father's 
death,  althouj^h  then  quite  youny;,  he  started 
out  for  himself,  first  learning  stenography  at 
the  Wyckoff  Institute  in  Ithaca,  N.Y.  He 
soon  became  an  adept  in  this  art  and  in  type- 
writing, and  secured  a  position  as  official 
stenographer  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa 
F(l'  Railroad.  He  was  sent  West  with  the 
Construction  Corixs,  his  lieadquarters  being 
at  the  various  places  where  the  department 
was  stationed.  ICver  anxious  for  higher  edu- 
cation, he  availed  himself  of  the  facilities 
afforded  by  the  colleges  of  those  jdaces. 
Thus,  while  at  ICmporia,  Kan.,  he  studied  at 
the  Normal  School ;  when  at  Las  Vegas, 
N.I\I.,  attended  the  Jesuit  College;  at  Santa 
V^,  the  School  of  the  Christian  Brothers;  and 
finally,  at  the  College  of  Mines,  City  of  Mex- 
ico, Old  Mexico,  was  graduated,  and  received 
his  degree  of  A.M. 

I'rofessor  Riley  returned  East  in  1880,  and 
entered  the  Lowell  Business  College  of  Bing- 
hamton  as  a  teacher,  remaining  there  one 
year,  and  then  went  to  the  famous  Jesuit  Col- 
lege of  St.  John's  at  h'ordliam,  N.Y.,  where 
he  was  four  years  Principal  of  the  Commer- 
cial Department  and  teacher  of  stenograj^hy. 
His  superior  talent  and  ability  attracted  the 
the  attention  of  not  only  the  professors  of  the 
institution,  Init  also  of  the  Ijishop  and  rev- 
erend   clergymen    of     New    York    City;    and 


he  counts  to-day  among  his  warmest  frieiids  the 
leading  men  of  his  church  in  that  city'.  In 
1886  he  once  more  returned  to  Binghamton, 
and  opened  the  business  college  which  bears 
his  name.  His  first  location  was  at  No.  yO 
Court  Street;  but,  recpiiriiig  more  room,  he 
removed  to  the  McNamara  Block,  and  after  a 
short  while  there  he  established  himself  in 
the  elegant  rooms  in  the  Westcott  Block  on 
State  Street,  where  he  occujMes  eighteen  hun- 
dred square  feet  of  s[)ace,  and  has  one  of  the 
best  fitted  commercial  colleges  in  any  part  of 
the  country.  '  All  the  modern  conveniences 
of  steam  heat,  electric  lights,  elevator,  good 
light,  and  ventilation  can  be  found  here. 
Believing  with  I'ppe  that 

"  .•\  little  loarnirii;  is  a  dangerous  tliiiiLj; 
Drink  ilcep,  or  taste  not  the  Pierian  sprinj,'," 

the  Professor  allows  no  pupil  to  leave  his  col- 
lege with  a  superficial  knowledge  of  his  differ- 
ent branches.  What  they  learn  they  must 
know  thoroughly  and  well,  or  they  get  no  cer- 
tificate to  aid  in  securing  positions.  He 
gives  his  personal  attention  to  all  his  classes, 
employing  only  such  assistants  as  are  abso- 
lutely necessary  and  whom  he  considers  com- 
petent to  give  instruction.  The  majority  of 
his  graduates  are  natives  of  Binghamton, 
though  he  has  hundreds  of  pupils  from  other 
places.  The  New  York  State  and  National 
Civil  .Service  Commissions  consider  Professor 
Riley  a  model  teacher,  his  scholars  having 
passed  every  examination  they  have  ever  en- 
tered. In  the  different  departments  at  Wash- 
ington, in  the  New  York    State  Civil  Service, 
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ill  New  York  City  and  Chicago,  besides  other 
cities,  tlie  [)iipils  of  the  Riley  Business  Col- 
lege are  to  be  foiiiul ;  and  they  point  with 
[jriilc  to  the  thorough  teaching  there  as  the 
secret  of  the  success  they  have  met  in  their 
different  positions.  The  'I'ypewriting  De- 
partment of  the  college  has  twelve  standard 
machines,  which  the  students  keep  in  con- 
stant use  from  8  a.m.  until  9  p.m.  A  great 
tleal  of  work  is  done  for  outside  parties  in  the 
city  and  county,  and  for  all  this  the  students 
receive  full  compensation.  In  1S92  they 
wrote  over  one  hundred  thousand  form  letters 
for  the  Binghamton  Wagon  Company,  besides 
doing  a  vast  amount  of  stenographic  work  for 
many  business  firms.  This  college,  which  is 
a  marked  exception  to  the  unworthy  concerns 
which  are  a  blot  and  a  shadow  up(jn  the  field 
of  commercial  instruction,  deserves  to  be 
commended  for  its  genuine  merit,  trustworthi- 
ness, and  its  superiority  as  a  high-grade  insti- 
tution of  learning. 

Professor  J.  l'\  Riley  was  marrietl  on  Octo- 
ber 15,  18SS,  to  Miss  Minnie  B.  Olds,  of 
Binghamton.  Her  father,  Spencer  Olds,  is 
an  old  resident  of  this  city  and  a  veteran  of 
the  late  war,  crippled  in  his  country's  service. 
One  child,  William  Iln  Riley,  a  bright  and 
intelligent  buy,  has  Ix'en  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Riley.  The  family  are  members  of  St. 
Patrick's  Church  of  Bingliamton. 

Professor  Riley  has  actetl  in  the  capacity  of 
Assistant  E.xaminer  for  the  Civil  Service 
Commission  at  various  times.  As  a  finished 
penman,  he  has  no  superior  —  a  fact  which  is 
admitted  by  all  the   busines's  men   of   his  city. 


In  his  large  school  each  pupil  finils  him  a 
l)ersonal  frienil  as  well  as  teacher;  and  he 
evinces  a  father's  interest  in  securing  for 
them  the  best  possible  positions,  which  does 
not  eiul  there,  but  also  looks  after  their  wel- 
fare even  when  they  are  beyond  his  care. 
Kind-hearted,  courteous,  and  agreeable.  Pro- 
fessor Riley  is  a  thorough  gentleman  of  the 
genuine   type. 


ARON  G.  ]5I':MAN,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  prominent  citizens  in  the 
vicinity  of  North  Colesville,  at 
past  fourscore  years  of  age  still  actively  en- 
gaged in  general  husbandry  and  stock-rais- 
ing, was  born  March  26,  1S09,  in  Hartford 
County,  Connecticut,  a  son  of  Reuben  and 
I'^lizabeth  Beman,  who  were  also  natives  of 
Connecticut.  Reuben  was  a  farmer,  and 
moved  to  I^roome  County,  New  York,  settling 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  town  of  Colesville 
in  1823,  when  the  land  was  thickly  wooded 
and  game  was  jjlentiful.  With  the  assistance 
of  his  sons  he  erected  his  primitive  log  cabin, 
and  cleared  his  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  and  resided  there  until  his  death  at -the 
age  of  fifty-four  years,  his  wife  surviving  him, 
and  living  to  be  eighty-nine  years  old.  Of 
their  nine  children,  four  are  now  living, 
namely:  Aaron,  who  is  the  eldest;  Mrs.  I'lliz- 
abeth  Church,  of  Great  Bend,  Pa. ;  Mrs. 
Charlotte  Van  Dusen,  living  in  Canada;  and 
Mrs.  Flavia  Wells,  of  Iowa.  Reuben  Ikman 
and  his  wife  were  Presbyterians  in  their  re- 
ligious faith. 
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Aaron  G.  Ik-man  was  fourteen  years  old 
when  lie  came  with  his  parents  to  liroome 
County;  and  lie  has  resitled  in  tiie  town  of 
Colesville,  where  they  settled,  until  the  [ires- 
ent  day.  Like  all  tlie  youths  of  that  genera- 
tion, he  received  iiis  education  in  the  "(jKI 
field"  school-house,  where,  although  the  .ses- 
sions were  irregular  and  the  course  of  study 
unpretentious,  many  distinguished  statesmen 
laid  the  foundations  of  their  useful  and  brill- 
iant careers.  Me  was  quite  young  when  he 
left  school,  and  went  to  learn  the  tratle  of  car- 
penter and  joiner.  For  nineteen  years  Mr. 
]5eman  followed  this  calling,  doing  a  great 
deal  of  work  in  Brcjome  and  adjoining  coun- 
ties, lie  also  in  that  period  Ijought  the 
homestead  farm,  where  he  has  resided  for  over 
seventy  years.  He  has  one  of  the  best  places 
in  the  vicinity,  conducting  general  farming 
and  dairying,  keei)ing  about  twenty  head  of 
cattle,  and,  though  now  ei,ghty-four  years  of 
age,  still  gives  his  jiersonal  attention  to  its 
management.  Mr.  ]-?enian  has  himself  erectetl 
all  the  buildings  on  his  farm,  including  his 
handsome  dwelling.  He  is  ably  assisted  by 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  Emily  Baker,  who-resiiles 
with  him,  and  under  whose  housewifely  care 
the  domestic  affairs  are  a.s  admirably  con- 
ducted as  is  the  outside  wm-k  carried  on  by 
him.  Unusually  vigorous  for  a  man  of  his 
years,  lie  accomplishes  more  than  many  men 
in  the  jn-ime  of  life,  not  only  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  his  land,  but  in  stock-raising,  of 
which    he   makes   a   specialty. 

Mr.  Aaron  G.  lieman  was  married  in  1833 
to  Miss  Lydia  Chuixh,  who  was  born   in   Con- 


necticut in  iSio,  and  who  died  in  18S5.  She 
and  her  husband,  while  exci-llent  niembers  of 
society,  reverencing  the  truths  of  leligion, 
were  not  connected  with  any  particular 
church.  Their  two  ciiildren  are:  Mlbert 
Beman,  of  tlie  firm  of  Meman  &  J5ayless,  re- 
siding in  Binghamton,  N.V.;  and  ICmily, 
wife  of  Nelson  Baker,  living  with  her  father. 
Mr.  Beman  is  a  Republican  in  liis  politi- 
cal views,  and  one  of  the  oldest  members  of 
the  party  since  its  organization  in  Brtiome 
County.  By  reason  of  his  long  residence  in 
Colesville,  he  is  deeply  interested  in  every- 
thing concerning  its  growth  and  prosperity, 
lie  is  an  authority  on  all  points  of  genealogy 
aiul  history  connected  with  Broome  County, 
and  is  a  most  entertaining  and  instructive 
person  to  consult  with  on  these  subjects.  He 
has  led  an  industrious,  hard-working  life,  and 
in  the  sunset  of  his  years  can  look  back  with 
]iride  on  the  work  he  has  done  and  the  obsta- 
cles overcome. 


HARLES  HENRY  PUTNAM,  junior 
member  of  the  mercantile  firm  of 
C.  M.  Putnam  &  -Son,  of  Deposit, 
and  Vice-Presitlent  of  the  Deposit  Boan.1  of 
Trade,  is  a  tleservedly  poinilar  young  man  in 
the  village  and  adjacent  country.  He  was 
born  in  Dei)osit,  December  28,  i860,  and  is 
one  of  its  most  active  antl  progressive  citi-. 
zens,  being  a  leader  among  the  earnest  young- 
men  and  the  prime  mover  in  many  enter- 
prises whicli  have  enhanced  the  attractive- 
ness   of    the   place    and    made    it    what    it    has 
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become  —  one  of  the  most  delightful  villages 
in  the  State.  He  had  a  good  opportunity 
to  secure  an  education,  attending  first  the 
union  schools  of  his  native  village,  and  later 
the  South  Jersey  Institute  at  Bridgeton,  N.J., 
graduating  in  the  class  of  1S82.  lie  then 
entered  Brown,  and  remained  two  years.  He 
then  returned  to  his  home  in  Deposit,  and 
entered  the  store  of  his  father,  who  had  long 
been  engaged  here  as  a  dealer  in  dry  goods, 
clothing,  carpet,  and  general  furnishings. 
Having  made  himself  tlioruughly  acquainted 
with  the  business,  in  1S86  he  became  a  part- 
ner, tiie  lirm  of  C.  M.  Putnam  &  Son  being 
organized. 

C.  Henry  Putnam  was  the  prime  mover  in 
'establishing  the  Electric  Light  Plant  in  De- 
posit, the  company  being  incorporated  under 
the  laws  of  the  State  and  adopting  the 
Thompson-Houston  system.  The  stock  was 
divided  into  twelve  equal  shares  of  two  thou- 
sand dollars  each,  and  taken  by  the  following 
persons:  Charles  P.  Knapp,  Charles  N. 
Snow,  Charles  Pinckney,  Charles  A.  Wheeler, 
Charles  R.  Smith,  Charles  M.  Putnam, 
Charles  H.  Putnam,  I'aul  Devereux,  Dr. 
B.  E.  Radekcr,  A.  F.  Wickwire,  A.  S.  Wick- 
wire,  and  E,.  Frank  Smith.  Tiiis  enterprise, 
thus  fostered  by  the  citizens  of  the  [dace, 
required  the  work  of  a  thorough  and  able 
organizer;  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Putnam  not  only 
proposed  the  plan,  but  was  largely  instru- 
mental in  securing  the  necessary  funds  to 
accomplish  the  work.  He  has  been  the  fore- 
man of  the  Ward  Hose  Company,  and  is 
the  present  drill-master  of  that  organization; 


and,  under  his  tutelage,  the  company  have 
been  able  to  carry  away  a  number  of  prizes  in 
competition  with  the  best  companies  of  the 
State.  He  also  takes  an  interest  in  the  edu- 
cational affairs  of  the  village,  and  for  six 
years  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Education. 

Mr.  Putnam  was  married  in  1885  to  Enmia 
DeMoney,  a  daughter  of  Duane  DeMoney,  of 
Deposit.  They  have  three  son.s,  George, 
I'rcderick,  and  Arthur.  Socially,  Mr.  Put- 
nam is  a  gentleman  who  will  bear  acquaint- 
ance, and  is  most  highly  appreciated  by  those 
who  know  liim  best.  He  is  First  Chancellor 
Commander  of  Deposit  Lodge,  Knights  of 
Pythias.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican; 
and,  while  not  a  strict  partisan  in  the  sense 
of  making  a  surrender  of  his  entire  individ- 
uality, he  is  a  firm  and  decided  adherent  of 
the  principles  of  that  political  organization. 
He  has  no  patience  with  political  shirks  or 
with  that  fossiliferous  element  always  pervad- 
ing the  political  field.  He  believes  in  activ- 
ity and  progress,  and  is  always  found  in  the 
front  rank,  contending  for  all  that  is  best 
in  society,  business,  or  politics.  The-  village 
of  Deposit  is  particularly  fortunate  in  the 
character  of  its  young  business  men,  and 
among  them  none  are  deserving  of  higher 
commendation   than   C.    Henry    Putnam. 


A^RL^S   S.  CLAPP,  a  well-known  citizen 
of    the    city    of    Binghamton,     N.Y., 
prominent    in    business    and    social 
circles,   was    born    in    Norwich,    N.Y.,    April 


BIOGRAPHICAL   REVIEW 


S07 


17,  1830,  son  of  Jolin  and  Lydia  (Strong) 
Clapp.  John  Clapj)  was  born  in  New  York 
City  in  1801,  and  removed  from  there  to 
Oxford,  Chenango  County,  N.Y.,  when  but 
a  small  boy,  and  was  educated  by  his  brother, 
James  Clapp,  with  whom  he  afterward  studied 
law.  When  admitted  to  the  bar,  he  opened  an 
office  in  the  sequestered  village  of  Pharsalia, 
situated  in  the  north-west  corner  of  Chenango 
County,  but  at  the  end  of  two  years  removed 
to  Norwich  in  the  same  county,  where  he 
entered  into  partnershij)  with  the  Hon.  Lot 
Clark,  who  was  a  Democratic  leader  of  such 
importance  as  would  in  these  days  be  styled 
a  "boss."  Mr.  Clark  held  tlie  office  of  Dis- 
trict Attorney,  wliich  he  resignetl  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Clapp,  l)y  whf)m  it  was  filled  f<_)r  si.K 
years. 

Mr.  John  Clapji  was  a  lawyer  of  great  abil- 
ity. One  of  tlie  most  famous  cases  which  he 
prosecuted  was  that  of  George  Dennison  for 
murder,  who  was  convicted  and  hanged  in 
March  of  1833.  During  tlie  last  administra- 
tion of  I'resident  Jackson,  anil  also  through 
Van  Buren's,  Mr.  Clapp  was  Postmaster  at 
Norwich.  He  was  also  Democratic  candidate 
for  Congress  in  1S38,  but  was  beaten  by  John 
C.  Clark,  a  recusant  Democrat,  who  received 
tlie  Whig  nomination.  Another  cause  for  his 
defeat  was  the  unpojMilarity  of  Mr.  Van  Buren 
and  the  "hard  times,"  with  which  even  the 
present  stringency  cannot  compare.  In  1840 
Mr.  Clapp  removed  to  Binghaniton,  N.Y., 
and  with  Mr.  Cyrus  Strong  opened  an  office. 
He  attended  to  the  legal  business  of  the 
Broome   County    Bank,  looked   after   his   large 


investments,  but,  although  constantly  associ- 
ated with  such  great  men  as  Dickinson,  Col- 
lier, and  llotchkiss,  did  not  enter  into 
general  [jractice.  lie  was  a  Directf)r  in  the 
h'irst  National  Bank  of  Biiighamton,  and  was 
connected  with  many  of  the  local  interests  of 
the  city. 

Soon  after  coming  to  Binghamton  he  inter- 
ested himself  in  the  question  of  local  educa- 
tional facilities,  and  had  much  to  do  with 
organizing  the  old  Jiinghamton  Academy. 
He  was  an  enthusiastic  sportsman  with  gun 
and  rod,  and  was  formally  admitted  to  mem- 
bership in  the  Unadilla  Hunt  — a  body  of 
sportsmen  of  State  reputation,  including  Sen- 
ators, Congressmen,  and  others.  Mr.  Clapp 
was  an  earnest  talker  and  thinlcer,  and,  while 
a  good  friend  to  those  he  called  such,  was  nat- 
urally disposed  to  look  on  the  dark  side  of 
life.  His  charities  were  many,  liut  devoid  of 
ostentation;  and  only  those  who  were  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  him  knew  the  extent 
of  his  good  works,  of  which  he  would  never 
allow  them  to  speak.  One  great  shadow  had 
sadtlened  his  life,  causing  him  a  grief  from 
which  he  never  recovered.  His  daughter 
Rosalintl,  a  beautiful  girl,  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years;  and,  although  not  demonstra- 
tive in  his  sorrow,  it  was  known  to  a  chosen 
few  that  his  mind  and  lieart  ilwelt  with  his 
beloved  dead,  and  he  was  often  heard  to  mur- 
mur her  name  in  terms  of  endearment. 

He  was  a  communicant  of  Christ  Church, 
and  was  always  an  earnest  and  devoted  adher- 
ent of  the  Episcopal  faith.  In  1841  he  built 
the     beautiful     home    at     No.     19     Chenango 
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Street,  liiii^diamton,  which  was  considered 
one  of  the  handsomest  residences  in  the  city, 
and  is  now  occupied  by  his  son  and  his  fam- 
ily. It  closely  adjoins  the  -home  of  Cyrus 
Strong,  Sr.,  the  veteran  banker  of  ]5ingham- 
ton,  whose  sister  Lydia  Mr.  Clapi)  married. 
She  was  a  lovely  and  exemplary  wife  and 
mother,  and  was  admired  and  respected  by  all 
for  her  beautiful  Christian  character.  Her 
death  occurreil  in  New  York  City,  l<~ebruary 
26,  1884.'  Her  husband  died  at  an  advanced 
age  in  October,   1886. 

His  only  son,  Cyrus  S.  Chipp,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  but  ten  years  of  age  when 
he  came  to  Binghamton  with  his  father.  He 
was  educated  in  the  academy  here,  and,  when 
grown  to  manhood,  spent  some  time  in  the 
West.  He  is  associated  with  the  firm  of 
John  Gumberg  &  Co.,  and  is  a  Director  in  the 
First  National  15ank,  having  succeeded  his 
father  in  that  office.  He  is  prominent  in 
financial  and  social  circles  of  the  city,  and  iiis 
home  is  the  centre  of  a  refined  hos|)itality  and 
a  gathering  place  for  the  best  society  of  Bing- 
hamton. October  15,  1S62,  Mr.  Cyrus  S. 
Clapp  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet  Evans,  of 
Newark,  N.J.,  one  of  the  acknowledged  soci- 
et)'  leadei's  in  the  city,*also  well  known  for 
her  ardent  anil  practical  interest  in  the  chari- 
table works  of  her  church.  I'ive  children 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clap;), 
namely:  ICrncstine,  wife  of  Dr.  II.  G.  I'ullen, 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  book; 
John,  who  is  manager  of  the  factory  of  John 
Gumberg  &  Co.;  Lydia  .Strong  and  Eliza- 
beth   Ely,    the   two   latter   residing    at    home. 


One  daughter,  Rosalind,  a  twin  to  Ernestine, 
died  in  infancy.  The  family  are  members  of 
Christ  Church.  Mr.  Clapp  is  exceedingly 
popular  in  this  city,  a  thoroughly  genial  gen- 
tleman, and  is  jirominently  identified  with 
the  ]?inghamton  Club,  a  social  organization 
composed  of  the  leading  men  of  tliis  city. 


/^^^)uSTAVl':  G.  KAEl'l'EL,  a  leading 
\f£J_  baker  and  confectioner  of  Bingham- 
ton, N.Y.,  >vas  born  in  Schleiz,  Germany, 
February  22,  1851,  son  of  John  and  Johanna 
Kaejipel.  The  father  dying  in  Germany,  the 
mother  later  came  to  the  Unitetl  States,  and 
now  resides  in  Binghamton,  N.Y., 

Gustave  received  an  excellent  common- 
school  education  in  his  native  town,  and, 
being  then  aiiprenticed  to  a  baker  there,  had 
the  trade  thoroughly  learned  when  he  was 
eighteen  years  old.  Immigrating  to  the 
United  -States,  he  first  stayeil  for  a  while  in 
New  York  City,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade 
'at  different  prominent  hotels,  and  was  after- 
ward at  the  West  End  Hotel,  Long  Branch, 
N.J.,  and  in  the  Clifton  House  at  Niagara 
l'"alls,  holding  the  positions  of  |)astry  and 
confectionery  cook,  finally  coming  to  Bing- 
hamton, N.Y.,  which  place  he  has  since  made 
his  ijcrmanent  home. 

His  first  engagement  in  this  city  was  in 
Mann's  Bakery,  where  by  his  superior  skill  he 
was  the  means  of  establishing  a  large  and  suc- 
cessful business,  increasing  the  force  from 
one  man  to  six  employees.  April  i,  1S81, 
Mr.  Kaeppel  started  a  bakery  of  his  own,  first 
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at  No.  S  Main  Street,  where  for  five  years  he 
was  very  prosperous.  In  18S6  he  bought  the 
building  at  No.  22  Court  Street,  remodelled 
the  interior,  in  the  salesroom  putting  in  an 
electric  motor  fan,  making  the  air  always  pure 
and  sweet,  and  in  the  cellar  a  new  patent 
oven,  which  cost  four  thousand  dollars,  mak- 
ing in  all  one  of  the  finest  equipped  bakeries 
in  the  city.  The  premises  occupied  are  com- 
modious and  well  adapted  to  the  business, 
being  embraced  in  two  floors,  each  twenty- 
three  and  three-cpiarters  by  seventy  feet  in 
dimensions.  Mr.  Kaeppel  caters  for  the  best 
trade  in  the  city,  his  ovens  being  especially 
arranged  for  Vienna  and  French  bread.  He 
gives  employment  to  eight  men,  running  two 
shifts  day  and  night;  and  four  wagons  are 
utilized  to  deliver  his  products  to  con- 
sumers. As  clerks  and  drivers,  he  has,  all 
told,    about   fifteen   men   employed. 

Mr.  Kaeppel  has  built  up  this  e.\tensive 
business  within  the  last  twelve  years.  He  is 
also  interested  in  real  estate,  having  built  a 
fine  double  brick  house  on  Cedar  Street, 
Binghamton,  and  also  other  property.  He  is 
the  owner  of  the  hotel  at  Heart  Lake,  a 
watering-place  in  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Kaep- 
pel is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church  re- 
cently organized  in  Binghamton,  and  was  one 
of  the  Deacons  at  its  beginning.  He  is  also 
a  Director  of  the  Joseph  Laurer  Brewing 
Company,  and  has  been  one  of  the  stock- 
holders since  its  erection.  Mr.  Kaeppel  is  a 
Free  and  Accepted  Mason,  belonging  to  Bing- 
hamton Lodge,  No.  177,  also -connected  with 
the  Independent  Order  of   Odd   Fellows,  Can- 


ton Binghamton,  of  which  he  has  been  Lieu- 
tenant. He  is  a  member  of  Alert  Hose,  No. 
2,  Binghamton  Fire  Department,  and  in 
musical  circles  belongs  to  the  German  ia 
Mannerchor. 

On  July  I,  1877,  Gustave  G.  Kaeppel  was 
married  in  New  London,  Conn.,  to  Miss 
Helen  Auth,  who  was  born  in  Gellenhausen, 
Germany,  in  1S52.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren, Frank,  Augusta,  and  Frederick.  Mr. 
Kaeppel  is  an  esteemed  and  progressive  citi- 
zen, and  his  phenomenal  success  is  as  fully 
merited  as  it  is  prominent.  In  his  business 
affairs  he  gives  his  personal  attention  to  all 
its  details,  and  is  particular  in  using,  in  the 
manufacture  of  his  bread  and  confections, 
only  the  best  materials,  which  is  the  secret 
of  the  excellence  of  his  goods.  Having 
learned  his  trade  in  the  Old  World,  where 
thoroughness  is  required  and  carelessness  of 
work  is  never  allowed,  Mr.  Kaeppel  is  an 
expert  in  his  business,  and  fully  competent 
to   hold   his  own   with  any  competitor. 


HARLES  W.  KATTELL,  a  widely 
[T  known,  enterprising  business  man,  of 
New  York  City,  resident  at  Kat- 
tellville,  Broome  County,  N.Y.,  was  born  in 
this  place,  July  11,  1S4S.  He  was  brought  up 
on  a  farm,  but  early  in  life  manifested  a  dis- 
position to  engage  in  other  fields  of  labor, 
and,  having  a  natural  taste  for  mechanics, 
soon  found  business  more  congenial,  in  which 
he  has  been  an  indefatigable  and  very  suc- 
cessful worker. 
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"Work  explores  the  secrets  of  the  universe, 
and  brings  back  those  contributions  which 
make  up  the  sum  of  human  knowledge.  It 
counts  the  ribs  of  the  mountains,  and  feels 
the  pulses  of  the  sea,  and  traces  the  footpath 
of  the  stars,  and  calls  the  animals  of  the  for- 
est and  the  birds  of  the  air  and  the  flowers  of 
the  field  by  name.  It  summons  horses  of  fire 
and  chariots  of  fire  from  heaven,  and  makes 
them  the  bearers  of  its  thought.  It  plunders 
the  tombs  of  dead  nationalities,  and  weaves 
living  histories  from  the  shreds  it  finds.  It 
seeks  out  and  sets  in  order  the  secrets  of  the 
soil,  and  divides  to  every  plant  its  food.  It 
builds  and  binds  into  unity  great  philoso- 
phies, along  which  run  the  life  and  thought  of 
ages.  It  embalms  the  life  of  nations  in  lit- 
eratures, in  whose  crypts  are  scattered  seeds 
of  thought  that  only  need  the  light  to  spread 
into  harvests  of  bread  for  living  generations." 
Thus  all  great  achievements  are  the  result 
of  work,  as  is  every  satisfactory  condition  in 
life;  and  the  army  of  laborers  has  ever  been 
busy,  each  member  in  his  particular  place, 
doing  his  "little  stroke  of  work"  in  the  great 
world  field. 

The  Kattell  family  were  very  active  and 
influential  among  the  earlier  settlers  of  the 
vicinity.  Elias  E.  Kattell,  the  grandfather 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  first  of 
the  family  to  come  tf)  this  county,  where  he 
arrived  over  sixty  years  ago,  and  purchased 
one  thousand  acres  of  land,  including  the 
site  of  the  hamlet  of  Kattelville,  which  he 
founded.  He  died  here,  an  octogenarian, 
in  1S67,  having  been   twice  married  and   hav- 


ing   brought    up   two    sons   and    three   daugh- 
ters. 

The  eldest  son  was  Alonzo,  the  father  of 
Charles  VV.,  who  was  born  in  18 12,  and  who 
married  Elma  F.  Moore,  of  Binghamton,  by 
whom  he  had  four  sons  and  three  daughters, 
as  follows:  Jennie,  who  died  when  six  years 
old;  Adaline;  Thaddeus,  a  farmer  on  a  part 
of  the  old  place;  Mansir  E.,  a  farmer  near 
Chenango  Bridge;  Frances,  of  Binghamton; 
Charles  W. ;  John  C,  resident  of  Passaic, 
N.J.,  and  in  business  in  New  York  City, 
Mrs.  Elma  F.  Moore  Kattell  died  in  the  fall 
of  [868,  and  Alonzo  Kattell  married  for  a 
second  wife  Ann  Prentice.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Alonzo  Kattell  are  now  deceased.  (F"or 
the  early  ancestral  history  of  this  family,  see 
sketch  of  K.  li.  Kattell,  of  Binghamton.) 

Charles  VV.  Kattell  was  brought  up  on  his. 
father's  farm,  where  he  worked  hard,  attend-- 
ing  the  district  school  during  the  winter  sea- 
son, when  farm  work  was  less  pressing.  He 
obtained  a  fair  common  -  school  education, 
which  was  supplemented  by  a  course  in  East- 
man's Business  College  at  Poughkeepsie,  frorp 
which  institution  he  graduated  in  August, 
1867,  and  afterward  became  a  salesman  in  the 
wholesale  house  of  A.  T.  Stewart  &  Co.  of 
New  York  City.  One  year  later  he  openecl 
a  real  estate  office  in  New  York;  and,  while 
reasonably  successful  in  both  of  these  employ- 
ments, he  was  not  entirely  satisfied,  the  same 
not  proving  altogether  congenial.  He  is  nat- 
urally of  a  mechanical  turn  of  mind;  and, 
desiring  something  in  that  line  of  occui^ation, 
he  eniraged   with    the    Remington  Manufactur- 
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ing  Company  in  the  sewing-machine  depart- 
ment. His  business  ability  gave  him  favor 
witli  the  company;  and  it  was  not  long  before 
he  had  a  more  extended  field,  in  connection 
with  his  brother  John,  and  did  a  large  busi- 
ness. When  the  Remington  Company  failed 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Singer  Sewing- 
machine  Company,  with  whom  and  with  others 
he  made  a  good  record.  Subsequently  he 
became  assistant  manager  of  the  Domestic 
Sewing-machine  Company  for  the  city  of  New 
York;  and,  such  was  his  executive  ability, 
combined  with  his  mechanical  knowledge  antl 
skill  —  so  recpiisite  in  his  position!  —  that  he 
was  soon  placed  in  charge  of  several  depart- 
ments; and  in  1890  he  purchased  the  business 
of  the  New  York  City  department,  having  his 
office  at  Union  Square,  corner  of  Broadway 
and  Fourteenth  Street.  The  business  has 
prospered  under  his  able  and  efficient  manage- 
ment, the  field  of  operations  broadening  until 
it  cjiil^races  Westchester,  Putnam,  Dutchess, 
Columbia,  Rocklantl,  Orange,  Ulster,  and 
Greene  Counties;' and  it  will  doubtless  con- 
tinue to  enlarge  until  Albany  and  other 
important  points  are  covered.  He  employs 
twenty-five  salesmen,  twelve  women  teachers, 
and  three  experts,  with  sevei^l  collectors  and 
book-keepers,  having  all  the  business  well  in 
hand  and  constantly  reaching  out  for  increas- 
ing trade. 

RTr.  Kattell  was  married  Deceml)er  23, 
1 868,  to  Phebe  A.  Wcsterfield,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Eliza  Westerfield,  of  Bergen,  N.J. 
Her  father  died  when  she  was  a  child,  and 
her  mother    at   the  age  of  seventy-five  years, 


in  October,  1S8S.  She  has  three  sisters  and 
one  brother  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kattell 
have  no  children  now.  They  have  lost  two: 
Elma  I'.,  aged  six  years;  and  Maud,  aged  six- 
teen months. 

Ovalhurst,  the  beautiful  country-seat  of 
Charles  W.  Kattell  at  Kattelvijle,  where  he 
makes  his  home,  comprises  one  hundred  acres 
of  the  old  home  farm,  which  he  recently  pur- 
chased and  has  greatly  improved  at  a  cost  of 
not  less  than  tw^enty  thousand  dollars,  this 
amount  having  been  expended  mainly  in  the 
construction  of  tasteful  and  conveniently 
arranged  buildings.  The  location  and  sur- 
roundings are  the  finest  in  the  county,  com- 
manding a  magnificent  view.  The  house, 
from  its  cemented  cellar  to  its  well-fifiished 
attic,  is  complete  throughout,  having  all  the 
modern  improvements  of  heating,  water,  gas, 
and  ventilation.  The  dwelling  thus  con- 
structed and  elegantly  furnished  supplies 
every  reasonable  want  for  a  lionie,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kattell  evidently  enjoy  abundantly 
the  delightful  situation.  Mr.  Kattell  is  a 
Master  Mason,  and  jiolitically  is  connected 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  genial 
gentleman,  possessing  rare  social  qualities 
and  deserving  of  the  success  which  has  at- 
tended  his   efforts. 


L^f  RANCIS  D.  GRIDEEY,  M.D.,  a  well- 
known  physician  of  the  eclectic 
school,  a  resident  of  ]3ing]ianiton,  N.Y.,  was 
born  in  Guilford,  Chenango  County,  N.Y., 
October  20,    1833,  son  of  Eli  and  Mary  (Brig- 
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ham)  Griclley,  and  grandson  of  Levi  Gridley, 
who  went  from  Connecticut  to  that  county, 
his  name  being  in  the  list  of  its  earliest  set- 
tlers. Eli  Gridley  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  village  schools  of  Chenango 
County,  and  when  a  young  man  moved  to 
Caton,  Steuben  County,  N.Y.,  where  he 
remained  for  a  while,  and  then  returned  to 
Oxford,  N.Y.,  to  marry  Miss  Brigham,  who 
was  the  daughter  of  David  Brigham,  a  pioneer 
of  that  place.  After  his  marriage  he  went 
back  to  Caton,  cleared  a  tract  of  land,  and 
settled-  there  as  a  farmer,  the  home  of  the 
family  being  at  that  place  from  the  time  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  three  years  old. 
The  parents  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  churcli,  and  reared  their  children 
in  that  faith.  The  mother  died  when  her 
son,  I<"rancis  D.,  was  but  eight  years  old. 
The  father  died  in  1891.  Two  of  the  Doc- 
tor's brothers,  Charles  and  Alanson,  deceased 
young.  He  has  four  brothers — John  N., 
I'"li,  Ezra,  and  Ileniy  —  now  living,  and  three 
married  sisters  —  Clarissa  Elizabeth,  Mary", 
and   Hattie. 

Dr.  Gridley  received  his  early  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  Caton;  and,  wlien 
(inly  fifteen  years  of  :Tge,  he  was  hired  out  by 
his  father  to  work  for  his  uncle,  Orrin  Grid- 
ley,  of  Guilford,  with  whom  he  remained  four 
years,  getting  fifty  dollars  for  the  first  year. 
liy  the  time  his  four  years'  term  had  expired 
he  had  [laid  a  debt  of  five  lumdred  didlars  for 
his  father.  Being  then  nineteen,  he  worketl 
for  one  year  more  for  another  uncle.  His 
health 'then  failing,   he  was  obliged    to    give 


up  farming,  and  took  the  opportunity  of 
attending  school  at  Norwich,  N.Y.,  for  two 
terms.  He  worked  on  a  farm  another  sum- 
mer, this  time  for  himself,  and  in  the  autumn 
of  that  year  began  to  read  medicine  in  the 
office  of   Dr.  Hurlburt,    at    Norwich,    N.Y. 

This  was  when  he  was  twenty-two  years  of 
age.  He  remained  in  the  Doctor's  office  for 
two  years,  and  then  went  to  Whitney's  Point, 
N.Y.,  where  he  began  to  jjractise.  Eight 
years  afterward  he  attended  lectures  at  the 
University  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  in  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  and  was  graduated  in  February 
of  1866.  Ivcturning  to  Whitney's  Point,  he 
stayed  there  till  1S91,  having  a  successful 
and  remunerative  practice  as  a  village  and 
country  doctor.  His  health  suffering  from 
his  arduous  duties,  especially  in  the  long 
drives,  he  removed  to  l^inghamtoii,  where  he 
has  been  fortunate  in  securing  new  patrons, 
besides  retaining  many  of  his  former  pa- 
tients. 

While  living  at  Whitney's  Point,  he  held 
the  office  of  School  Trustee  for  twenty  years, 
was  President  of  the  Board  for  three  years,- 
was  also  Trustee  of  the  village  for  three  years, 
and  its  President  for  two  years.  He  has  been. 
Coroner  for  the  northern  part  of  Broome 
County,  New  York,  for  two  terms,  and  stiH 
liolds  the  office  (January,  1894),  having  been 
elected  on  the  ticket  of  the  Republican  party, 
of  which  he  is  a  warm  adherent. 

He  is  connected  with  several  medical  asso- 
ciations, including  the  Central  New  York 
ICclcctic  Society,  of  which  he  has  been  Presi- 
dent; the  New  York  State  Eclectic  Society, 
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having  been  its  Vice-President;  tlie  National 
I"'clectic  Society,  to  which  he  has  belonged 
since  1S71.  In  tlie  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  at  Whitney's  I'oint,  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Red  Men,  Knights  of  Honor, 
Royal  Templars,  and  Iron  Hall  Dr.  Gridley 
holds  membership.  lie  has  passed  the  chairs 
in  most  of  the  abcjve-named  orders,  and  has 
been  examining  physician  of  jiart  of  them. 

Dr.  Gridley  married  Rliss  I'hebe  F.  Pierce, 
daughter  of  ICbcn  Pierce,  of  lirookfield,  Madi- 
son County,  N.Y.;  and  tliey  have  one  son  and 
one  daughter,  Frank  J.  and  Carrie  May.  The 
family  attend  the  Tabernacle  Methodist  Fpis- 
copal  Church  of  Binghamton,  and  are  active 
and  sincere  participants  in  church  work. 
When  at  Whitney's  Point,  the  Doctor  was 
Trustee  of  the  church  and  Ciiairman  of  its 
I5iiilding  Committee;  and  his  usefulness  in 
those  ca])acities,  as  well  as  [jrofessionally, 
caused  him  to  be  greatly  missed  when  he  left 
the  place. 

The  career  of  this  faithful  toiler,  his  early 
struggles,  his  diligent  application,  and  his 
crowning  successes  are  wholesome  lessons  to 
the  young  meii  of  the  present  generation,  who 
in  luxurious  colleges  and  halls  of  learning 
seek  to  gain  the  knowledge  Rir  which  he  had 
to  work  so  hard.  His  ambition  ennobled  his 
life  of  toil;  for  whatever  free  moment  he 
could  command  was  devoted  to  study  and  to 
the  one  aim  of  his  life,  to  be  a  pliysiciaii. 
He  is  deservedly  popular  and  resiJected;  and 
the  extensive  [latronage  already  secured,  is 
proof  sufficient  of  the  high  reputation  he  has 
made    in    Binghamton,  although  so  short   time 


a  resident.  The  accompanying  portrait  of 
Dr.  Gridley  is  a  fine  representation  of  one  of 
tlie  leading  [thysicians  of  the  eclectic  school 
in   this   [lart   of   the   State. 


AUL  MALLF.S,  a  prosjierous  mer- 
chant tailor  of  BiuLihamton,  N.Y., 
and  the  present  Alderman  ior  the 
Fourtli  Ward  of  this  city,  is  a  native  of  Daut- 
zig,  in  the  western  jjart  of  Piussia,  where  he 
was  born  November  14,  1S59.  a  son  of  lul- 
ward  ami  Jane  Malles.-  The  family  came  to 
this  country  in  1873,  first  settling  in  Brook- 
13'n,  N.y.,  where  they  remained  two  years, 
then  in  1S75  came  to  Bingliamton,  where 
Edward    Malles   ami   his   wife   still    live. 

Paul  Malles  obtained  a  good  education  in 
his  native  coinitry,  and  subsecpiently  attended 
school  in  Brooklyn,  ac(.|uiring  a  knowledge 
of  the  English  language.  His  father  was  a 
tailor;  and  Paul,  giving  his  attention  to  this 
branch  of  inilustry,  soon  learned  the  trade, 
and  in  18SS  engageil  in  business  for  himself 
at  No.  56  Court  Street,  Binghamton,  where 
he  has   since   remained. 

He  is  an  active,  progressive  citizen,  and 
a  good  business  nianager,  consequently  has 
built  uj)  a  fine  trade,  and  has  one  of  the  lead- 
ing merchant  tailoring  establishments  in  the 
city,  employing  about  twelve  persons  during 
the  busy  season  of  the  year.  Mr.  Malles 
takes  a  prominent  part  in  various  enterprises 
and  movements  for  the  public  good.  Me  is 
a  member  of  the  liinghamton  Fire  Dejxirt- 
ment,    and    has    been    P'oreman   and    Assistant 
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l'\)rcniau  of  Alerl  Hose  Company,  No.  2,  one 
of  the  best  comijanies  in  the  city,  and  has  also 
lieen  l'"irst  ami  Seeoiul  ^Xssistant  luigineer 
of  the  Department.  lie  was  elected  by  the 
Repnblicans  an  Alderman  for  the  h'ourth  Ward 
in  l'\'briiary,  1S92,  and  is  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  and  Commit- 
tee on  Health.  Last  year  he  was  on  the 
Committee  on  Water  and  Lights  and  on  the 
Fire  Department.  As  a  municipal  officer,  he 
has  always  given  satisfaction,  and  performed 
tlie  duties  assigned  him  faithfully  and  well. 
Me  is  a  pronounced  Republican  in  politics, 
and  is  an  active  worker,  having  for  six.  or 
eight  terms  been  on  the  City  and  County  Com- 
mittee for  his  ward. 


^TARTWI'J.L  MORSE,  a  well-known 
and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Bing- 
hamton,  N.Y.,  has  filled  the  re- 
sponsible position  of  Cashier  of  the  City 
National  Bank  since  1S7S.  Mr.  Morse  was 
born  at  ]<!aton,  Madison  County,  N.Y.,  April 
6,  1S43,  and  traces  his  ancestry  in  America 
back  to  1635,  when  the  founder  of  his  branch 
of  the  family,  Samuel  Morse,  with  his  wife 
Elizabeth  anil  son  Joseph,  came  over  from 
luigland  in  the  shij)  "Increase,"  and  settled 
in  the  eastern  jiart  of  Massachusetts,  at  a 
place  which  was  incorporated  the  next  year 
under  the  name  of  Dedham,  and  included  the 
present  towns  of  Medfield,  Natick,  a  part  of 
Shcrboni,  anil  several  others.  Samuel  Morse 
died  at  Medfield,  Mass.,  in  1654.  In  1796 
a  descendant   of   Samuel    in   the  sixth   genera- 


tion, Joseph  by  name,  came  to  New  York,  and 
took  up  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Madison 
County,  then  almost  a  wilderness,  through 
which  he  had  to  cut  his  road.  He  laid  out 
a  farm,  and  built  the  first  frame  house  in  that 
vicinity,  now  the  town  of  Eaton.  Joseph 
Morse  married  Miss  Eunice  Bigelow  in  1788 
at  Templeton,  Mass;  and  Ellis,  the  eldest  of 
their  eight  children,  was  the  father  of  Hart- 
well. 

Ellis  Morse  was  six  years  old  when  he  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  the  town  of  F.aton, 
where  he  grew  up.  The  school  he  attended 
was  taught  by  Dr.  James  I'ratt ;  and  the  course 
of  study  is  said  to  have  consisted  of  the  three 
important  branches  of  reading  —  especially  of 
the  Bible  —  writing,  and  spelling;  but,  doubt- 
less, arithmetic  was  included.  In  those  days 
domestic  life  was  exceedingly  primitive, 
being  characterized  by  plain  but  wholesome 
fare,  clothing  spun,  woven,  and  fashioned  at 
home,  and  the  work  of  the  farm  materially 
aided  by  the  labors  of  the  children.  ]'"llis 
•Morse  was  a  general  farmer  and  extensive 
cattle-dealer,  and  was  a  widely  active  man. 
He  built  the  turnpike  road  from  Hamilton  to 
Skaneateles,  and  also  conducted  the  largest 
distillery  at  Eaton,  which  he  continued  until 
1857.  Mr.  Morsc'was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Miss  Lora  Ayer,  who  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  July  2,  1792,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty-nine,  in  1S31.  His  second  wife 
and  the  mother  of  Hartwell  was  Miss  Adeline 
i^agg,  who  was  a  daughter  uf  Dr.  Henry  Bagg, 
of  Princeton,  Mass.  Mr.  Ellis  Morse  died  in 
1869,  aged  eighty  years.     Of  the  eleven  chil- 
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drcn  born  to  Ellis  Morse,  Ilartwell  was  the 
youngest.  lie  received  his  education  in  his 
native  town  antl  at  h'-lniira  and  Homer  Acad- 
emies. In  1SG4  he  entered  the  City  National 
Ixmk  of  I'jiughamton,  N.V.,  at  first  filling 
the  modest  position  of  corresjiomling  clerk. 
He  was  soon  advanced  to  that  of  book-keeper, 
and  then  to  teller  in  1S70,  and  Assistant  Cash- 
ier in  1872,  finally  reaching  his  present  office 
of  Cashier  in  1878,  where  he  has  remained 
fifteen  years  continuously.  I'or  the  past 
twenty-nine  years  Mr.  Morse  has  given  his 
entire  attention  to  the  banking  business,  and 
ranks  as  one  of  the  most  experienced  and 
reliable  in  his  profession  in  the  city  of 
Binghamton. 

The  City  National  Bank  in  which  he  is 
engaged  is  a  successor  of  the  old  Bank  of 
Binghamton,  a  State  bank  which  was  starteii 
Uecember  2,  1852.  The  organizers  were: 
Ammi  Doubleday,  President;  Charles  W. 
Sanford,  Vice-l'resident ;  and  William  R. 
Osborn,  Cashier.  The  cai)it;il  stock  was  two 
hundred  thousand  d<jllars.  They  built  and 
occupied  in  1856  the  building  on  the  corner 
of  Court  and  Wasliington  Streets,  which  was 
then  considered  as  one  of  the  handsomest  and 
most  substantial  blocks  irt  the  city  of  Bing- 
hamton. It  continued  as  a  State  bank  until 
1865,  when  it  became  a  national  one,  and  is 
now  known  as  the  City  National  Bank.  Mr. 
Doubleday,  the  first  President,  dying  July  23, 
1867,  Charles  W.  Sanford  was  elected  to  his 
position;  II.  S.  Griswold,  Vice-President; 
William  R.  Osborn  still  continuing  as  Cash- 
ier.     In    1S78    Mr.  Osborn  was  elected  to   the 


Presidency,  and  Mr.  Morse  was  appointed 
Cashier.  In  1S93  Mr.  Harris  C  Rodgers 
became  Presitlcnt  of  the  bank,  Charles  F. 
Sisson  filling  the  place  of  Mr.  Rodgers  as 
P'irst  Vice-President.  The  capital  stock  at 
the  bank  remains  the  same  as  when  started, 
with  a  surplus  of  foity  thousand  dollars. 
For  the  ]:)ast  twenty-five  years  Mr.  Morse  has 
taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  excellent  and 
efficient  I'ire  Dejiartment  of  Binghamton,  es- 
pecially in  Hook  and  Ladder  Comjiany,  No.  I, 
of    which  he  is  Treasiu'cr. 

Two  of  the  brothers  of  Mr.  Morse  were 
brave  and  distinguished  soldiers  in  the  late 
Civil  War.  They  were  Henry  and  Alfred. 
Henry  went  into  the  field  as  Captain  of  Com- 
pany D,  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  Regi- 
ment One  Hundred  and  h'ourteen,  was  pro- 
moted to  Colonel,  and,  when  the  war  ekised 
was  brevetted  Major-General.  He  was  at  one 
time  a  prominent  Judge  in  Arkansas.  lie 
died  at  the  old  homestead  at  Platon,  N.Y., 
Jime  20,  1874.  Alfred  was  a  theohjgical 
stutlent  in  Hamilton  College,  but  at  the  call 
of  his  country  enlisted  in  Company  D,  One 
Hundred  and  P'ourteenth  Regiment,  New 
York  Volunteers,  and  was  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Cedar  Creek  in  October,  1864,  and 
died  a  month   later,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four. 

September  16,  1S69,  Mr.  Hart  well  Morse 
marrieil  Miss  Kate  K.  Johnson,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Johnson,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of 
the  city  of  Binghamton.  I''our  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  three  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter. The  daughter  died  while  c|uite  young. 
The   sons   arc    living   at    Ikjuic;  and   two   bear 
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the  family  names  — namely  Walter  H.  and 
Ivllis  G.  The  second  son  is  named  William 
Oslioin.  Walter  and  William  are  hotii  cleri- 
cal workers  in  the  City  National  Hank  of 
liinyhamton,  tlie  former  a  teller,  the  latter 
correspondence  iderk.  ICllis  G.  is  in  the  city 
high  school. 

The  family  reside  in  a  comfortable  home  at 
No.  153  Chapin  Street,  which  is  the  attrac- 
tive centre  of  a  refineil  and  cultivated  circle 
of  friends.  'I'hey  nccuj)y  a  high  social  ])0- 
sition;  and  both  in  business  and  church 
affairs  Mr.  Morse  is  rcgardeil  with  universal 
respect  and  esteem.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morse 
attend  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Bing- 
hamton,  of  which  Mrs.  Morse  is  a  member. 
Politically,  Mr.  Morse  i-s  a  stanch  Republican. 


tODNICV  C.  WOODWARD,  a  prosper- 
ous land-owner  and  farmer,  living 
-^  near  the  village  of  Windsor,  N.Y., 
is  a  descendant,  on  the  maternal  side,  of  the 
Rev.  ICbenezer  Knibloe,  who  came  to  America 
nearly  a  century  and  a  half  ago  from  Scot- 
lantl,  where  he  was  born  in  1729,  and  settled 
at  Phillips  Manor  in  Putnam  County,  New 
York.  After  remaining  there  about  two  years, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Knibloe  removetl  to  Litchfield 
County,  Connecticut,  where  he  ministered  to 
a  large  congregation.  But  those  were  the 
times  of  discontent  with  the  mother  country 
and  mutterings  of  the  coming  storm,  which 
culminated  in  the  fierce  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence, making  every  man  suspicious  and 
watchful   of  his   neighbors'    actions.      It  was 


soon  remarked  that,  while  the  dominie  was  a 
good  and  pious  i)reacher,  he  did  not  seem  to 
ilislike  the  liritish  rule  as  the  [jatriots  did; 
and  he  consecpiently  fell  into  disfavor.  lie 
gave  up  preaching  then,  and  lived  retired 
until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years, 
in  the  year  17S5.  He  had  reared  four  chil- 
dren. 

Abel  Wooilward,  the  paternal  grandfather 
of  Rodney  C,  was  born  in  Litchfield  County, 
Connecticut.  He  was  a  stanch  member  of 
the  "old  line"  Whig  party,  and  was  one  of 
the  early  merchants  of  Watertown,  Conn., 
living  there  for  some  years,  and  removing  in 
1798  to  the  town  of  Sharon  in  the  same  State, 
where  he  filled  the  position  of  Superintendent 
of  the  Poor.  A  Deacon  of  the  Congregational 
church  ■  and  a  worthy  and  exemplary  Chris- 
tian, he  died  March  5,  1849,  at  the  age  of 
seventy  -  eight  years.  Of  his  three  sons, 
David  W.,  Abel  C,  and  George  R.,  the  last- 
named  is  the  only  one  now  living. 

David  Woodward  was  born  in  Litchfield 
County,  Connecticut,  where  he  carried  on 
through  life  the  occupation  of  general  farming 
and  stock-raising,  and  was  a  busy  and  success- 
ful man.  Me  owned  three  handsome  farms, 
and  was  classed  among  the  most  prosperous 
farmers  in  his  town,  in  which  he  filled  many 
of  the  leading  ofl^ccs,  being  a  Selectman, 
which  is  equivalent  to  Supervisor  in  this 
State.  In  his  early  days  he  was  a  Whig,  but 
joined  the  Republican  ranks  on  the  formation 
of  that  party.  He  married  Miss  Eliza  Knib- 
loe, who  was  born  in  Litchfield  County,  July 
3,  1806.     They  became  the  parents  of  twelve 
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children,  ten  of  whom  i^rcw  up;  but  only  six 
are  now  living.  The)' are  as  follows:  Ralph 
K.,  residing  on  the  old  home  farm  in  Connec- 
ticut; Roana,  widow  of  C.  T.  Lovell,  of 
Sharon,  Conn.;  Rodney  C.  ;  lunma,  Mrs.  L. 
Gardner,  and  David  \V.,  both  living  in  Kan- 
sas; and  George  R.,  train  despatcher  of  the 
Erie  Railroad  at  Buffalo,  N.Y.  The  father 
was  born  December  28,  1799,  ami  died  at  his 
home  in  Connecticut,  v\|iril  12,  i860.  Mis 
wife  died  in  1S49,  ^'  t'^*^  '^n'^  of  forty-three 
years.  They  were  both  earnest,  consistent, 
and  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  church. 
Rodney  C.  Woodward  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Sharon,  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  July  i, 
1833;  was  educated,  and  grew  to  manhood  at 
his  home  there.  He  followed  the  course  of 
the  district  schools,  and  finished  in  tiie  higher 
schools  of  the  place,  and  until  twenty-two 
■  years  of  age  stayed  with  his  fatlier,  assisting 
him,  and  accjuiring  practical  knowledge  and 
skill  in  agriculture.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Woodward  leased  lantl,  and  began  farming  on 
his  own  account.  In  1856  he  remgved  to 
]5roome  County,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
llis  first  purchase  of  land  was  in  the  town  of 
Windsor,  and  consisted  of  one  huntlred  and 
twenty-five  acres.  I'or  tour  years  he  re- 
mained there,  and  then  moved  to  the  town  of 
Chenango,  where  he  owned  a  farm  and  lived 
for  ten  years.  Selling  that  place,  he  removed 
to  the  city  of  l?inghamton,  and  was  there  en- 
gaged in  various  lines  of  business  for  eleven 
years.  In  1883  he  returned  to  Windsor,  and 
has  since  made  his  home  on  a  farm  adjoining 
the   village.      He   has   sold   many   of   the    lots 


from  his  farm,  and  is  largely  interested  in 
real   estate   besides   his   farming  work. 

In  1 85 5  Mr.  Woodward  was  married  to 
Miss  Sarah  J.  Dutcher,  a  native  of  Dutchess 
County,  New  York,  and  tlaughter  of  .Silas  and 
Laura  (Booth)  Dutcher.  They  have  no  chil- 
dren. Mrs.  Woodward's  father  was  a  farmer 
in  that  county  for  many  years,  but  spent  his 
last  days  in  the  town  of  Chenango,  Broome 
County.  He  died  October  2r,  1867,  and  his 
wife,  February  16,  1869.  They  were  ]5ap- 
tists  in  religious  belief,  and  he  belonged  to 
the  Republican  party.  Of  their  six  children, 
three  are  now  living,  namely:  Mrs.  Mary 
Everett,  of  the  town  of  Chenango;  Mrs. 
Woodward;  and  Charles  J.,  a  cabinet-maker, 
of  Williamsport,    Pa. 

Mr.  Woodward  is  a  thorough  Republican, 
bringing  his  best  endeavors  to  the  support  of 
that  party.  While  his  wife  is  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Baptist  church,  he  is  liberal  in 
his  religious  views  and  faithful  to  the  jirinci- 
ples  of  the  Masonic  craft,  being  a  member  of 
Binghamton  Lodge,  No.  177.  He  is  also 
connected  with  the  Improved  Oriler  of  Red 
Men.  Mr.  Woodwartl  is  a  prosperous,  influ- 
ential, and  [lopular  man  in  the  county,  and 
has  illustrated  in  his  life  the  value  of  the 
thrifty  antl  industrious  habits  for  which  the 
natives  of   Connecticut   are   so   well    known. 


HARLES   N.   HOGG,   Chief  Engineer 
of  the  Binghamton  I'ire  Department, 
was    born    in    .Seneca   County,    New 
York,    July    7,     1S54,    a    son    of    David    and 
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Sophronia  (Bancroft)  Hogg.  His  father,  who 
is  a  dealer  in  produce,  hay,  and  feed,  and  is 
one  of  tlie  okler  settlers  of  this  place,  was 
horn  in  Scotland.  He  came  to  this  country 
wlien  eleven  years  (dd,  and  settled  in  15ing- 
haniton  in  his  early  manliood.  Sojihronia 
Bancroft,  whom  he  married,  was  a  native  of 
this  county. 

Charles  N.  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  liinghruiiton,  finishing  in 
the  high  school.  Seized  by  the  Western 
fever  while  a  young  man,  desiiing  to  make 
a  start  in  life,  he  yiekletl  to  liis  desire,  and 
fared  forth  in  that  direction.  First  he  went 
to  Hannibal,  Mo.,  thence  to  Denver,  Col., 
where  lie  engaged  in  surveying.  He  devel- 
oped into  a  civil  engineer  of  marked  ability, 
and  did  a  large  amount  of  work  all  through 
the  West;  was  with  the  Union  Pacific  Rail- 
road survey  for  its  branches  in  Colorado  and 
Nebraska  — so  that  his  Western  trip  was  of 
considerable  advantage  to  him  from  an  educa- 
tional point  of  view.  In  1S85  he  returned  to 
the  city  of  Binghamton,  and  engaged  with 
Lester  &  Co.  in  the  shoe  trade  for  one  year. 
About  1 886  he  entered  the  freight  department 
of  the  JCrie  Railroad,  where  he  held  a  ]50sition 
which  he  still  retains.  *IIe  first  became  a 
member  of  the  Binghamton  Fire  Department 
in  1872,  joining  the  Crystal  Hose  Company, 
which  membership  he  has  held  for  twenty-one 
years.  He  was  ]<"oreman  of  that  company  for 
three  years,  then  Assistant  Engineer  for  one 
year,  and  in  l''ebruary,  1892,  was  elected 
Chief  Fngineer,  assuming  the  duties  of  the 
office  the  following  March,  since  which    time 


he  has  had  entire  supervision  of  the  depart- 
ment, conducting  the  s;uiie  with  credit  to 
himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  people  gener- 
ally. In  March  of  the  present  year,  1894,  he 
was  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners permanent  Chief  Engineer. 

David  Hogg,  the  father  of  Charles  N.,  was 
born  at  l^ttrick  Parish,  Scotland,  January  4, 
1823,  a  son  of  Robert  and  IClizabeth  (Oliver) 
Hogg.  He  comes  from  a  notetl  ancestry,  his 
father,  Robert,  being  a  brotlier  of  the  poet, 
James  Hogg,  so  widely  known  as  the  Ettrick 
Shepherd.  Robert  Hogg  with  his  family 
started  for  this  country  in  1833,  but  he  died 
while  on  the  ocean.  The  mother  of  David 
completed  the  voyage  with  the  children,  and 
joined  two  of  the  older  boys  at  Silver  Lake, 
Pa.  The  union  of  Robert  Hogg  with  Eliza- 
beth Oliver  was  blessed  with  many  children, 
namely:  William,  now  in  Maine,  Broome 
County,  N.Y.;  Isabella,  wife  of  William 
Parsley,  of  Maine;  Samuel,  who  died  in  Bing- 
hamton; James,  who  died  in  tiie  town  of 
Union;  Margaret,  who  married  Albert  Crane, 
of  Binghamton,  and  died  in  1892;  David,  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  l-lliza- 
beth,  wife  of  Daniel  Wilson,  of  Bingiiamton; 
and  Robert,  of  Maine,  N.Y.  The  family 
moved  to  Maine,  Broome  County,  in  1838, 
which  place  is  still  called  home.  David  was 
with  the  family  on  the  farm  during  his  boy- 
hood, and  subsequently  lived  with  the  Hon. 
John  A.  Collier  for  twelve  years.  He  has 
been  engaged  in  the  hay  and  produce  business 
for  the  last  twenty  years,  having  his  oflfice  at 
141  Conklin  Avenue.     On  -February  9,  1849, 


BIOGRAPHICAL   REVIEW 


521 


he  married  Miss  Sopliroiiia  ]5ancroft.  'I'hey 
liave  liroiiglit  up  a  family  of  five  cliililren,  all 
f)f  vvIkjiti  are  living",  namely:  Anna  \V.,  wife 
of  N.  J.  Kulison,  of  Rockland,  N.Y.;  Nellie, 
wife  of  ]•".  C.  llaidinj^",  of  ]5inyliamton ; 
Charles  N.  ;  Andrew  J.,  of  St.  Joseph,  I\Io.  ; 
and  Lewis,  of  New  York  City,  lie  is  a 
strong  temperance  man,  and  has  been  identi- 
fied with  tlie  Sons  of  Temperance  and  the 
Good   Templars. 


Ye)''-I'^  M.  CAl'Fl'RTV,  a  public-spirited 
laJ  and  pojiular  citizen  of  1-iinghamton, 
'^  '  ^  N.Y.,  was  born  at  Union,  N.Y., 
December  12,  1S54,  son  of  Charles  i\I.  and 
Caroline  A.  (Dubois)  Cafferty.  As  far  back 
as  the  time  of  his  great-grandfather  the  Caf- 
ferty family  were  known  as  pioneers  of 
Hroome  County,  New  York,  especially  around 
the  town  of  Union,  wlicre  they  bought  im- 
mense tracts  of  land.  Charles  M.  was  born 
at  Union,  antl  was  the  son  of  Josiah  Cafferty, 
who  was  a  lumberman  and  a  pilot,  carrying  on 
the  business  of  running  rafts  down  the  Sus- 
quehanna River. 

Charles  Cafferty  removed  tfi  I?inghamton  in 
1S56,  becoming  the  proprietor  of  the  Che- 
nango House,  on  the  west  siile  (jf  the  Che- 
nango River,  and  on  the  site  where  the 
present  I'^irst  Congregational  Church  of  Hing- 
hamton  stands.  Me  remained  in  the  hotel 
business  all  his  life,  being  successively  pro- 
prietor of  the  Exchange  Hotel  and  the  Amer- 
ican Hotel,  aftei'ward  clianged  into  the 
Cafferty  House,   when    it   was  remodelled  antl 


enlarged.  lie  was  one  of  the  l)est  known 
liotel  -  keepers  in  .Southern  New  York  and 
Northern  Pennsylvania,  and  was  .Siiijervisor  of 
the  town  for  some  terms.  He  died  in  1877. 
Mrs.  Charles  Cafferty  was  a  daughter  of 
Lewis  Dubois,  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of 
Vestal,  Hroome  County,  N.Y.  Her  father 
was  a  prominent  early  settler  of  the  town  of 
Vestal,  and  a  Supervisor  for  some  years. 

Lee  M.  Cafferty  was  educated  in  the  city 
schools  of  Binghamton,  antl  then  at  Amenia, 
Dutchess  County,  N.Y.,  preparatory  sciiool. 
After  that  he  went  into  the  City  National 
Bank  of  Binghamton,  where  he  was  corre- 
sponding clerk  and  book-keeper  for  eight 
years.  In  1S7S,  shortly  after  the  death  of  his 
father,  lie  engaged  in  the  livery  business, 
which  had  hitherto  been  carried  on  by  him, 
the  elder  Mr.  Cafferty  having  taken  it  during 
the  late  war.  The  son  continued  it  in  the 
okl  stable  on  Water  Street,  where  it  had  been 
running  for  thirty  years.  In  the  summer  (jf 
1S92  the  stable  was  buiMied,  which  gave  Mr. 
CaiTerty  an  o|)i)ortunity  to  carry  out  his  long- 
cherished  plan  of  i)Utting  up  as  handsome  a. 
livery  as  could  be  found  in  Southern  New 
York.  He  built  a  fine  new  stable  with  room 
for  forty-one  hcu-ses  and  elevator  for  carriages. 
His  barn  is  one  hundred  and  twent\'-two  by 
eighty-four  feet,  a  two-story  brick  building, 
and    is   a   motlel   of    its   ]';ind. 

I'jiergetic  and  deservedly  popular,  Mr.  Lee 
M.  Cafferty  is  connected  with  all  the  promi- 
nent societies  and  enterprises  of  Binghamton. 
He  is  Secretary  of  the  Binghamton  Driving 
Lark    Association,    having    worked     industri- 
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ously  for  its  interests,  not  only  being  its  Sec- 
retary, but  Treasurer  for  ten  years.  He  was 
Supervisor  for  the  Nintli  Ward  for  the  term  of 
1893,  and  was  re-elected  in  the  spring  of 
1894  for  two  years.  lie  is  a  charter  member 
of  the  Dobson  Club,  and  is  a  general  favorite 
in  all  society  gatherings.  In  the  fraternal 
orders  he  is  connected  with  Otseningo  Lodge, 
A.  V.  &  A.  M.,  Binghamton  Chapter,  Bing- 
hamton  Consistory,  and  Malta  Commandery. 

He  is  still  unmarried,  and  resides  in  a 
pleasant  home  on  Washington  Street  with  his 
mother,  to  whom  he  is  a  devoted  son.  His 
only  brother,  Lucius  D.,  who  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Chicago,  111.,  for  some  years,  lias  re- 
cently received  an  important  appointment  in 
the  Binghamton  post-office,  and  will  make  his 
residence  in  this  city. 

Honorable  and  upright  in  character,  Mr. 
Cafferty  stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  his 
fellow  -  citizens.  He  is  a  pleasant,  whole- 
souled  man,  full  of  life  and  jollity,  but, 
nevertheless,  alert  and  keen  in  matters  of 
business  and  never  neglecting  its  interests. 
The  family  are  conmnmicants  and  supporters 
of  Christ  Churcii  (h'.piscopal)  on  Washington 
Street,  15inghamton. 


}CjVf  UAAAM  MASON,  who  has  in 
/S\/  charge  the  interests  of  the  .Stanc 
ard  Oil  Company  at  Binghamton,  Sidney, 
Cooperstown,  Cobleskill,  N.Y.,  and  Scranton, 
Pa.,  was  born  at  Boston,  Mass.,  April  14, 
1847,  son  of  Lewis  and  Elizabeth  (Parker) 
Mason,   the   family  having  been  residents  of 


that  city  for  several  generations.  A  native 
of  the  Hub,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that 
our  subject  enjoyed  the  best  educational  facili- 
iies,  which  he  profited  by  in  due  course.  On 
attaining  manhood,  he  engaged  as  a  commer- 
cial traveller,  selling  oils  as  a  specialty,  his 
territory  including  the  New  England  States, 
New  York,  and  Pennsylvania.  After  twenty- 
one  years  of  valuable  experience  in  this  voca- 
tion he  became  connected  with  the  Standard 
Oil  Company,  his  first  location,  in  i886, 
being  at  Scranton,  Pa.  Since  that  year  he 
has  made  his  home  in  ]?inghamton.  He  is 
one  of  the  oldest  of  the  commercial  travellers 
in  this  vicinity,  and  is  deejily  interested  in 
everything  concerning  the  welfare  of  the  fra- 
ternity with  which  he  has  so  long  been 
identified. 

Mr.  Mason  was  President  of  the  local 
branch  of  the  Commercial  Travellers'  Home 
Association,  and  organized  the  branch  at 
Binghamton.  He  is  at  present  Vice-Presi- 
dent for  the  State  of  New  York  in  the 
National  Commercial  Travellers'  Home  Asso- 
ciation. He  has  spent  much  time  and  energy 
in  establishing  a  Home  for  commercial  travel- 
lers, having  been  largely  instrumental  in 
securing  its  location  in  the  city  of  Bingham- 
ton. He  is  Chairman  of  the  I'inance  Com- 
mittee for  this  Home.  He  was  manager  at 
first  of  the  Binghamton  and  Scranton  oil  sta- 
tions, and  within  the  last  few  years  has  come 
to  have  charge  of  the  others  mentioned  above, 
giving  employment  to  twenty  men  in  Scran- 
ton, sixteen  in  Binghamton,  and  several  in  ■ 
the  other  stations  —  about   fifty  all   together.- 
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When  Mr.  Mason  took  charge  of  the  busi- 
ness in  Binghaniton,  it  was  very  small,  and 
lias  been  brought  up  to  its  present  high  stand- 
ing by  Ills  energetic  work.  The  coni[)any 
have  a  very  large  jilant  on  Erie  and  Clinton 
Streets,  with  an  immense  tanking  capacity  for 
the  storage  of  the  various  grades  of  oil. 
They  also  have  cooper  and  barrelling  houses, 
and  own  four  hundred  feet  of  railroad  siding, 
which  gives  them  fine  shi[)ping  facilities. 
Accommodations  for  ten  horses  are  provided, 
for  running  their  tank-wagons  and  drays. 
The  station  at  Scrauton  is  doing  even  a  larger 
business,  having  a  lubricating  oil  plant  as 
well  as  the  other  kinds.  The  works  at  .Sid- 
ney cover  a  siwce  two  hundred  and  fifty  by 
two  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  with  a  large  tank- 
ing capacity.  The  one  at  Cobleskill  is 
eighty  by  two  hundred  feet.  All  of  these  sta- 
tions have  been  built  or  rebuilt  under  the 
direction   of  the   efficient   manager. 

On  April  17,  1S72,  Mr.  Mason  marrietl 
Miss  Anna  M.  Bigelow,  of  Ouincy,  Mass. 
The  happiness  of  their  domestic  life  is  greatly 
enhanced  by  two  bright  sons,  Lawrence  15. 
and  l^ertram  A.  The  family  are  attendants 
and  sni^porters  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church.  Politically,  Mr.  Mason  is  a  thor- 
ough-going Republican,  illustrating  his  alle- 
giance to  the  party  by  earnest  W(.)rk.  The 
family  reside  in  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
homes  in  ]5inghamton,  situated  on  Chestnut 
Street.  The  house  is  built  in  the  most  mod- 
ern style,  with  every  appliance  for  luxurious 
comfort,  and  is  an  ideal  gathering-place  for 
the  friends  of   Mr.  and    Mrs.  Mason,  who  dis- 


l)ense  generous  hospitality.  Personally,  Mr. 
Mason  is  genial,  large-hearted,  and  every- 
where a  favorite,  lie  is  a  fluent  and  eloquent 
S]ieaker,  and  at  the  last  baiuiuet  of  the  15oard 
of  Trade  given  in  liinghamton  his  speech  was 
considered  amons.-  the  finest  delivered. 


LARK  \V.  GREENE,  M.D.,  who  has 
recently  taken  up  his  residence  in 
Pinghamton,  N.Y.,  is  among  the 
prominent  men  of  the  metlieal  profession  in 
this  part  of  the  State,  having  been  success- 
fully engaged  in  ])ractice  at  Chenango  Forks 
more  than  twenty  years.  Mis  opportunities 
when  a  boy  for  oljtaining  an  education  were 
good,  and  he  made  fairly  good  use  of  them. 
Moreover,  not  being  among  those  who  con- 
sider their  knowledge  comi)lete  when  their 
school-days  end,  but  believing  his  education 
only  commenced,  he  continued  study,  making- 
diligent  search  in  various  fields  of  thought, 
storing  in  liis  mind  facts  and  truths  which 
were  in  his  maturer  years  to  do  him  good 
service  in  administering  to  the  wants  of  liis 
fellow-men. 

13r.  Greene  ti-aces  liis  ancestry  back  to  the 
family  of  the  illu.strious  General  Nathaniel 
Greene,  second  only  to  Washington  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  The  Doctor's  paternal 
grandfather  was  Henry  Greene,  a  native  of 
Rhode  Island,  who  was  there  married  to  Sally 
Whitford,  and  came  with  her  to  Cortland 
County,  New  York,  in  1815,  settling  in  what 
was  then  a  wild,  desolate  spot  in  the  woods, 
and  having  all   the  varied   experience  incident 
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to  jMoncjcr  life  at  that  early  day.  Their  place 
was  about  twenty-five  miles  from  Chenango 
Forks,  which  was  the  nearest  point  to  a  mill, 
and  was  reached  by  a  trail  through  the  woods. 
They  were  in  better  circumstances  than  most 
of  the  settlers,  and  made  good  use  of  their 
means  and  tlieir  opportunity,  although  denied 
many  of  the  comforts  of  life.  They  cleared 
and  cultivatetl  a  farm,  made  a  home,  and  ii[)on 
their  decease  left  the  same  in  fair  condition 
antl  unencumbered.  They  assisted  in  the 
formation  of  society,  the  establishment  of 
schools,  and  general  [lublic  improvement,  and 
lived  to  witness  great  change  from  the  time 
they  entered  the  country  in  a  boat  by  the 
streams,  when  there  were  no  roads  or  other 
means  of  transportation.  They  brought  up 
fiye  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely:  Will- 
iam Greene,  who  became  a  Western  farmer, 
and  died  at  I'rophetstown,  111.,  leaving  a  fine 
estate  and  a  large  family;  Colonel  Alfred 
Greene,  now  living  in  Cortlantl  County,  New 
York;  Eliza,  deceased;  Gilbert,  the  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Thomas,  a 
resident  of  Geneseo,  111. ;  Mary  Ann,  de- 
ceased;  Nelson,  who  dietl  in  the  prime  of 
life;  and  Alvina,  deceased.  The  father  of 
these  children,  Henry  Greene,  tiled  on  tin;  old 
farm,  when  sixty-nine  years  old;  anil  tlie 
mother,    six   months   previously,    in    1S49. 

Gilbert  Greene  was  born  at  Willet,  Cortland 
County,  N.Y.,  in  1816,  and  married  Theresa 
K.  Newcomb,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania. 
She  was  brought  liere  very  early  in  life  by 
her  parents,  who  settled  at  Willet  in  1S29, 
her    father,    Samuel     K.    Newcomb,    being    a 


blacksmith  by  trade  and  an  excellent  man. 
Me  married  lunma  Tyler;  and  there  both  of 
them  died,  the  father  at  the  age  of  seventy-si.\', 
and     the    mother    when    fifty-four    years    old. 

Gilbert  Greene  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine 
years;  and  his  wife,  the  mother  of  the  Doc- 
tor, is  now  living  with  her  son. 

Clark  W.  Greene,  M.D.,  was  born  at  Wil- 
let in  184S;  and  his  youthful  days  were 
mostly  spent  at  school.  He  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school  when  but  seventeen  years  old, 
meanwhile  continuing  his  studies,  and  gradu- 
ating from  the  State  Normal  at  Albany  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  His  attention  was 
early  called  to  the  medical  profession,  for 
which  he  prepared  himself  by  studying  medi- 
cine with  a  maternal  uncle.  Dr.  Gilbert  New- 
comb, who  was  a  graduate  of  the  -University 
of  the  City  of  New  York,  a  very  excellent 
physician,  a  man  of  rare  ability.  He  was 
graduated  at  l^ellevue  Medical  College  in 
New  York  City  March  1,  1S73,  and  began 
the  active  practice  of  his  profession  at  Che- 
nango Forks  in  April  directly  following. 

Dr.  Greene  was  married  on  March  4,  1S69, 
the  day  of  the  inauguration  of  General  Grant 
as  President  of  the  United  States,  to  ICmma 
V.  Smith,  of  Albany,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Alice  (Keating)  Smith.  Dr.  and  Mrs: 
Greene  have  had  three  children,  two  of  whom 
are  living:  Alice  Theresa,  now  sixteen;  and 
Lizzie  Smith,  thirteen  years  old. 

Dr.  Greene  lias  been  cpiite  prominent  in  his 
chosen  field.  He  has  been  President  of  the 
County  Medical  Society,  is  a  member  of  the 
State   Medical   Association,    has    been    Secre- 
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tary  of  the  Pension  Board  of  Examiners  for  the 
past  four  )'ears,  ami  lllleil  many  other  jjlaees 
of  trust  and  iionor.  His  inlUience  is  not  eon- 
finetl  to  matters  immediately  associated  with 
jiis  professional  tluties,  but  extends  to  other 
fields  of  usefulness.  He  has  been  superin- 
tendent of  the  Congregational  Sunday-school 
for  over  eighteen  years,  has  been  President 
and  Secretary  of  the  Congregational  Sunday 
School  Association,  and  for  the  last  nine 
years  has  been  a  Deacon  in  the  church.  Ife 
removed  with  his  family  to  Binghamton  April 
1,   1894- 

KNJAMIN  T.  ASH,  proprietor  of  a 
department  store  in  that  part  of  the 
city  of  15inghamton,  N.Y.,  called 
the  North  Side,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Windsor,  Hroonie  County,  N.\'.,  June  11, 
1S67,  a  son  of  ]\.obert  antl  Rebecca  (May) 
Ash.  The  father  was  horn  at  Gedncy  Dyke, 
IJncolnshire,  ICngland,  in  1 8 19,  and  was  a 
gardener.  The  mother  was  born  in  the  same 
shire  in  1824.  They  were  married  in  the  old 
country,  ami,  when  they  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica in  1848,  brought  with  them  two  children, 
a  son  and  a  daughter  —  Amelia.  The  boy 
dietl  soon  after  their  arrival  at  Damascus, 
\Va)'ne  Count)',  I'a.,  where  they  first  made 
their  home  in  this  country. 

In  1S63  Mr.  Robert  Ash  bought  a  farm 
near  Windsor  village  in  Broome  County,  and 
moved  on  to  it  with  his  family.  Some  years 
later  he  and  his  wife  moved  into  the  village 
of  Windsor,  where  they  now  live  retired. 
Seven    children    were    born    to    them   in    this 


country,  of  wlumi  six  are  living,  namely: 
Charles,  residing  in  .Susquehanna,  I'a.,  a  eon- 
tractor;  Robert  O.,  contractor  at  Windsor, 
N.Y.;  Emma,  Mrs.  H.  T.  Mallory,  of  .Scran- 
ton,  Pa.;  William  K.,  special  adjuster  of  the 
American  I'ire  Insurance  Company  of  Phila- 
delphia, P.;  John  Walter,  a  jeweller  of  Bing- 
hamton,  whose  sketch  is  on  another  page  of 
this  Review,  with  some  further  account  of 
ancestry;  antl  Benjamin  T.  Amelia,  the  eld- 
est child,  is  now  Mrs.  Knowlton,  of  Windsor. 
A  daughter  Hannah  tlied  young.  The  ]ja- 
rents  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Ejiiscopal 
church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  ele- 
mentary education  in  the  district  school  at 
Windsor,  entered  upon  an  advanced  course  of 
study  at  the  .Susquehanna  High  Scliool,  and 
fmished  at  the  l?inghamton  High  School.  In 
1882,  at  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  he  began 
to  work  for  IC.  D.  Vosbury  in  the  city  of 
]5inghamton,  of  whom  he  learned  the  jewel- 
ler's trade.  Having  become  skillet!  in  this 
business,  he  at  length  ojiened  a  jewelry  store 
on  the  North  Side,  to  which  he  has  since 
addetl  a  stock  of  boots,  shoes,  and  gentlemen's 
furnishing  goods.  Hence  he  is  sure  of  a 
trade  even  in  the  ilullest  season  and  the  hard- 
est of  hard  times,  as  everybody  must  ha\'e 
clothes,  while  some  people  can  do  without 
ornaments. 

Mr.  Ash  was  married  to  Miss  Eanny  Stroud 
Smith,  of  ]5iiighamton,  on  March  18,  iScji. 
They  have  one  son,  HaroUl.  The  family  are 
attendants  antl  supporters  of  the  North  Pres- 
byterian   Church,     of    which    Mrs.    Ash    is    a 
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faithful  and  consistent  member.  Mr.  Ash  is 
a  Free  and  Accepted  Mason  of  liigh  standing 
in  Binghamton,  belonging  to  ]5inghamton 
Lodge,  No.  177,  Binghamton  Chapter,  No. 
139,  and  Malta  Commandery,  No.  21.  He  is 
not  only  deservedly  popular  on  the  North 
Side,  where  he  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
citizens,  and  where  his  business  enterprise  is 
recognized  as  materially  contributing  to  the 
prosperity  and  value  of  that  section  of  Bing- 
hamton, but  also  throughout  the  city.  Heir 
to  a  good  name,  trained  to  habits  of  industry 
and  thrift,  while  yet  young  in  years,  he  is 
well  started  in  life,  and,  it  is  to  be  trusted, 
has  before  him  a  long  career  of  usefulness  and 
honor. 


(^VAMICS  F.  carl,  for  many  years  an  ex- 
cellent representative  of  the  printing 
and  book-binding  business  of  Bingham- 
ton, N.V.,  and  for  some  time  previous  to  his 
death  the  oldest  practical  printer  in  the  city, 
was  born  in  Blenheim,  Schoharie  County, 
N.Y.,  April  6,  1834,  son  of  Abram  and  Ellen 
(Dunn)  Carl.  The  parents  were  natives  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  were  married  in 
Albany,  but  began  their  married  life  in  Scho- 
harie County,  residing  in  various  places  in 
that  and  in  Broome  County  until  1845,  when 
they  took  up  their  permanent  abode  in  Bing- 
hamton. The  father  died  here  in  the  fall  of 
1 888,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  His 
wife,  who  is  yet  living,  resides  with  her  son 
Jacob  in  this  city,  and  is  eighty-six  years  of 
age.  She  was  the  mother  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren,   all    but  one   reaching   maturit}',   and   of 


whom  five  are  yet    living;  namely,  Mary,  Lo- 
vina,  Antoinette,  John,  and  Jacob. 

When  James  was  a  year  old,  his  parents 
migrated  from  Schoharie  County  to  Oak  Hill 
in  the  town  of  Chenango,  Broome  County, 
where  they  remained  about  eight  years,  and 
then  went  to  the  town  of  Lester.  One  year 
later,  moving  to  Union,  N.Y.,  they  lived  at 
what  is  now  called  East  End,  remaining  there 
two  years,  and  then  coming  to  Binghamton, 
which  has  since  been  their  home.  James  at 
that  time  was  but  twelve  years  of  age,  having 
had  so  far  very  few  educational  advantages. 
Starting  out,  as  he  did,  to  work  at  a  tender 
age,  his  opportunities  were  exceedingly  lim- 
ited; but,  being  ambitious  and  studious  by 
nature,  he  grasped  every  chance  he  could 
obtain  for  study,  and  many  a  night,  by  the 
feeble  glimmer  of  lamp-light,  pored  over  his 
books,  and  stored  his  mind  with  useful  knowl- 
edge, which  was  of  inestimable  value  to  him 
in  later  years.  When  not  quite  sixteen  years 
of  age,  having  his  mind  made  up  to  become  a 
printer,  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Daily 
Republican  in  Binghamton  on  the  very  day  it 
was  started,  February  22,  1849,  and  began  his 
apprenticeship  in  the  art  of  ])rinting.  He- 
filled  successively  all  the  several  positions  in 
a  newspaper  office,  beginning  as  j^rinter^s 
"devil,"  or  errand  boy  and  paper  carrier,  and 
going -through  all  the  grades,  working  up  by 
close  attention  and  untiring  industry  to  the 
post  of  manager  of  the  job  department,  and 
then  to  lu)ld  the  entire  management  of  the 
oflico.  Tlie  first  proprietor  of  the  RcpiibliLan 
was  William    Stewart,  who   died  several  years 
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ago,  but  whose  memory  is  still  cherished  by 
tjie  old  citizens  of  Binghamton,  who  recog- 
nized in  him  a  giftetl  intellect  and  past  mas- 
ter in  the  art  of  politics.  Mr.  Carl  felt  that 
much  of  his  knowledge  and  success  in  busi- 
ness was  due  to  the  kindly  instructions  and 
gracious  assistance  given  him  by  Mr.  Stewart, 
who  was  his  warm  friend,  and  by  another  dis- 
tinguished son  of  Binghamton,  the  Hon.  Dan- 
iel S.  Dickinson.  It  was  truly  a  fortunate 
circumstance  for  the  young  printer,  and  speaks 
volumes  for  his  character  and  alsility,  that  he 
should  have  found  such  eminent  guides  in  his 
early  career. 

In  1S63  James  F.  Carl  became  a  member  of 
the   firm  of   Carl    I^rothers   &  Taylor,    at   that 

"  time  publishers  of  the  Kr/>iiblicnn,  Mr.  Stew- 
art still  retaining  his  place  as  leader  of  the 
editorial  department..  The  Civil  War  was 
then  at  its  height,  and  the  public  pulse  at 
fever  heat,  so  that,  when  the  managers  of  the 
Republican  made  arrangements  with   the  Asso- 

'  ciated  I'ress  to  bring  their  despatches  to  them, 
it  was  considered  that  they  hatl  effected  a 
master  stroke  of  ])olicy.  This  was  the  first 
paper  in  that  section  that  secured  the  services 
of  this  valuable  news  -  gatherer.  The  firm 
continued  till  the  close  of  the  war,  when  the 
partnershii)  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Carl  remain- 
ing as  Business  Manager  of  the  Krpiil'lu-aii,  in 
the  employment  of  Messrs.  Marlett  &  Reid, 
who  were  the  new  proprietors  of  that  paper. 

In  1 87 1  Mr.  Carl  retired  from  the  paper, 
ant],  imrchasing  the  interest  of  Mr.  Miller,  of 
the  firm  of  Miller  &  Stojipard,  formed  a  part- 
nership   with     Mr.    Moses     Stoppartl    as     job 


printers.  They  reorganized  the  business,  and 
increased  its  cajxicity,  bringing  it  up  to  tlie 
highest  point  of  success.  .Some  years  later 
Mr.  Carl  becLuue  a  partner  of  Mr.  J.  M. 
Spaulding;  and  in  1878  Fred  R.  Matthews 
was  admitted  to  the  partnership,  they  carry- 
ing   on   an   extensive    business  until    June  of 

1893,  when  Mr.  Carl  became  the  sole  proprie- 
tor.     At   the   time  of  his  death,   in  February, 

1894,  he  was  the  owner  of  the  largest  ami 
best  eipiipped  job  printing-office  in  the  city  of 
Binghamton.  Step  by  step  he  had  won  his 
way,    little  by   little   increased   his   gains. 

Mr.  Carl's  long  residence  in  the  city  of 
Binghamton,  and  his  close  connection  with 
its  interests,  made  his  knowledge  of  its  his- 
tory and  people  cpiite  extensive,  so  that  he 
was  considered  an  authority  on  such  matters. 
In  his  latter  days  he  well  remembered  when 
the  population  was  but  two  thousand  in  num- 
ber, and  he  personally  knew  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  by  name,  as  he  carried  the 
daily  paper  through  the  village.  lie  took 
some  part  in  local  affairs  and  ])(jlitical  matters 
connected  with  the  city.  Although  a  L)emo- 
crat,  he  served  in  a  non-partisan  way,  being 
for  ten  years  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Fdu- 
calion,  and  in  tlie  latter  part  of  the  time 
Chairman  of  the  Board.  While  acting  in 
this  capacity,  he  drew  uj)  the  rules  governing 
the  entire  school  system,  incUkling  library, 
janitor,  and  also  ilefming  the  duties  of  the 
Board.  He  was  Excise  Commissioner  for 
three  years,  having  been  apjiointed  by  Mayor 
J(jhn  Rankin;  was  fur  three  years  on  the 
]5oard   of    Health,  and   nine  years  a  memljcr  of 
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the  Police  ]5oard.  lie  organized  the  present 
efficient  system  of  government  of  that  Board, 
and  gave  valuable  aid  in  forming  the  rules 
of  the  other  commissions  on  which  he  was 
jihiceil.  lie  was  disinterested  and  judicious 
in  his  [jublic  work,  which  has  ever  been 
highly  appreciated  by  the  people  of  Bingham- 
ton.  In  the  fraternal  orders  he  was  an  active 
and  energetic  worker,  being  Past  Master  of 
Otseningo  Lodge,  which  he  represented  at  the 
Grand  Lodge  for  two  years.  lie  was  an  Ex- 
eni])t  I'^ireman  of  the  Hinghamton  Depart- 
ment, and  was  organizer  and  at  one  time 
Foreman  of  Rescue  Hose,  the  first  company 
formed  on  the  west  side  of  the  Chenango 
River;  but  his  services  for  the  last  years  of 
his  life  were  given  to  the  Lxcelsior  Moi;k  anil 
Ladder  Company,  of  which  lie  was  an  honor- 
ary and  retired  member. 

In  1858,  in  the  city  of  Binghamton,  James 
F.  Carl  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Palmer,  daugh- 
ter of  Calvin  and  Susan  (Mix)  Palmer,  of 
Chenango  Forks,  Broome  County,  N.Y.  The 
parents  of  Mrs.  Carl  were  natives  of  the  State 
of  New  York  and  early  settlers  of  Chenango 
Forks,  where  they  died  at  advanced  ages.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  have  been  born  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  Mary  V..,  recently  deceased, 
wife  of  Crawford  C.  Martintlell,  of  Trenton, 
N.J.,  who  left  one  son,  Ilarr)' J.,  nine  years 
of  age;  Mora,  wife  of  George  II.  Allen, 
residing  in  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  with  Iheir  two 
children,  Carl  II.  and  Ralph  D.  ;  Thaddeus 
R. ;  Fred  A.,  who  married  ICmma  L.  Lester; 
and  James  V.,  Jr.  The  three  brothers  last 
named    carry    on    tlie    printing    business    for- 


merly owned  by  their  father.  The  mother  of 
Mr.  Carl  has  always  been  a  devoted  member 
of  the  Catholic  church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl 
are  connected  with  the  Centenary  Methodist 
Church  on  Court  .Street.  The  family  arc 
kind,  social,  and  agreeable,  and  are  highly 
respected    in   the   community. 

Mr.  Carl  belonged  to  a  noble  type  of  Amer- 
ican citizens,  enterprising  founders  of  useful 
industries,  vigorous  promoters  of  social  prog- 
ress. The  publishers  are  pleased  to  present 
his  jiortrait  with  this  sketch,  as  that  of  a  man 
of  character  and  worth,  and  deservedly  held 
in   hftnoretl   remembrance. 


ARMON  JACKSON  KNEI'LAND, 
attorney  and  counsellor-at-law,  whose 
office  is  at  71  Court  Street,  Bing- 
hamton, was  born  in  this  city,  November  21, 
1 85 2,  and  has  been  engaged  here  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  since  May,  iSSo.  His 
]iarents  weie  Antlrew  Jackson  and  Lucy  Ade- 
line (Parker)  Kneeland.  The  mother,  a 
kind,  worthy  woman  of  true  Christian  char- 
acter, died  May  4,  1889.  Her  paternal 
grantlfatlier,  Amos  Parker,  was  for  seven  years' 
a  soldier  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  tak- 
ing an  active  part  for  our  country  in  that 
sanguinary  conflict,  serving  some  of  the  time 
under  General  Lafayette.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  settleil  in  Augusta,  Oneida  County, 
N.Y,,  wheie  he  was  pioneer  on  some  land 
ceded  to  him  by  the  government  for  faithful 
services.  A  part  of  this  land  since  brought 
under  cultivation  and  improvement  is  now  the 
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family  homestead.  Mrs.  Kneclancl's  father, 
Ilaniioii  I'arker,  son  cif  Anios,  was  -  also  a 
farmer,  and  was  a  man  of  considerable 
enterprise. 

y\nt!rew  Jackson  Kneelaiul,  who  was  born 
in  the  town  of  MarcelUis,  Onondaya  Connty, 
N.Y.,  came  to  Binghamton  a  short  time  be- 
fore the  birtli  of  his  son  Harmon,  and  re- 
mained here  enijayed  as  a  contractor  and 
builder  till  1867,  when  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Augusta,  Oneida  County,  purchased 
the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  family 
homestead  above  mentioned,  and  became  a 
successful  farmer.  His  death  occurred  there 
April  17,  1 886.  Of  the  eleven  children  of 
Andrew  J.  and  f.ucy  A.  (Parker)  Kneeland, 
four  sons  and  five  daughters  are  now  living. 
Three  of  the  sons,  including  the  subject  of 
the  present  biography,  are  successful    lawyers. 

A  studious  youth,  bent  upon  the  acquisition 
of  knowledge  ami  the  training  of  his  men- 
tal faculties,  Harmon  J.  Kneeland  attended 
School  in  liinghaniton,  and  later  at  i\ugusta 
Academy  and  at  Whitestcjwn  Seminary,  where 
he  was  salutalorian  of  his  class  on  the  ilay  of 
graduation.  While  at  liinghaniton  he  carrietl 
daily  newspapers  for  two  or  three  years;  and 
afterwartl,  while  at  Augusta,  he  worked  on 
the  homestead  farm  and  for  other  farmers  in 
that  neighborliood  at  farm  labor  and  carpenter 
work.  He  also  taught  school  in  Oneida  and 
Ulster  Counties,  and  thus  ac(|uirc<l  the  means 
for  obtaining  his  education,  which  was  fur- 
ther continued  at  Hamilton  College,  Clinton, 
N.Y.  I-ong  [irior  to  this  he  had  decided 
upon   the   profession    of   the    law,  to  which   he 


began  to  turn  his  attention  in  1S77,  reading 
most  of  the  time  witf,  A.  1).  Wales,  ICsc].,  <if 
liinghaniton.  He  made  rapid  progress  in  this 
study,  and  was  atimitted  to  the  bar  in  May, 
1880,  at  the  general  term  of  the  .Supreme 
Court  held  at  Ithaca,  N.Y.  He  then  entered 
upon  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Binghamton,  where  he  has  since  remained. 
Having  a  natural  aptitude  foi"  his  calling, 
and  being  well  liuaiislieil  with  legal  lore,  he 
has  succeeded  in  reaching  and  maintaining 
an  envialjle  position  at  the  ISroome  County 
bar. 

While  not  an  active  politician  in  the  sense 
of  being  an  office-seeker,  as  a  firm  believer  in 
the  principles  of  the  r-i.e[>nblican  party  and  an 
earnest  worker  in  its  ranks,  Mr.  Kneeland  is 
a  patriotic  citizen,  ami  greatly  interested  in 
the  public  weal.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  County  and  City  Republican  Committee, 
a  worker  antl  speaker  during  different  cam- 
[laigiis,  and  a  consiileralde  ])(nvei"  in  the  poli- 
tics ol  the  count)'.  He  is  interestetl  to  some 
extent  in  real  estate,  and  is  connected  with 
the  .Shinhopple  wood -acid  works.  In  the 
Masonic  Order  he  belongs  to  Otseningo 
Lodge,  Bingnamton  Chapter,  and  Malta  Coin- 
mandery.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Anawan 
Tribe  of  Red  Men,  antl  an  honorary  member 
of  the  Twentieth  Sepai'ate  Company,  having 
served  six  years,  a  part  of  the  time  as  Ser- 
geant. He  was  maiaied  June  14,  1893,  to 
Miss  Seddie  M.  Boniiell,  of  Binghamton,  a 
charming  and  accomi)lislied  young  lady.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kneehuul  are  membei's  of  tlie  h^ii'st 
I'resbyterian    Cliuicli.      They  have  a  residence 
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al  No.  123  Chiipiii  Street,  where  they  enjoy 
a  deliglitful  home  life  and  exercise  a  generous 
and  graceful  hosijitality. 


I.EXANDER  B.  CARMAN,  a  useful 
and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Bing- 
hamton,  N.Y.,  is  engaged  in  a 
calling  indispensable  to  the  existence  of  this 
and  every  other  city  —  that  of  contractor  and 
Ijuilder.  His  great-grandfather  was  a  hero  of 
the  Revolution  and  a  member  of  the  staff  of 
General  Washington.  He  was,  as  far  as 
known,  a  lifelong  resident  of  Ulster  County, 
New  York.  A  son  of  this  patriot,  the  pa- 
ternal grandfather  of  Alexander,  is  said  to 
have  been  born  in  a  place  called  Old  Paltz, 
and  in  early  manhood  to  have  moved  to  Am- 
sterdam, Montgomery  County,  N.Y.,  and 
there  engaged  in  farming,  afterward  coming 
to  Broome  County,  where  he  purchased  land 
which  was  yet  an  uncultivated  forest,  antl, 
making  a  home,  remained  here  until  he  died. 
lie  married  a  Miss  Bloomer,  fiom  whom 
Alexander   takes   his   middle   name. 

Thomas  Carman,  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  at  Amsterdam,  N.Y.,  in 
1S08,  and  was  broiiglrt  to  Broome  County 
soon  after  his  birth,  and  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  there,  and  at  Unadilla,  N.Y. 
When  he  grew  to  manhood,  he  carried  on  farm- 
ing, mostly  in  Vestal,  Broome  County,  near 
the  city  of  Binghamton.  He  married  Mi.ss 
Elizabeth  Bunn,  daughter  of  Conrad  Bunn, 
who  moved  to  Broome  County  about  the  year 
1828.      She  was   born   in   the   town   of   ICsper- 


ance,  Schoharie  County,  N.Y.,  in  the  year 
iSio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Carman  reared 
eleven  children,  six  of  whom  still  live, 
namely:  Charles,  of  Vestal  Centre,  N.Y.; 
Keziah,  Mrs.  S.  J.  Hoyt,  of  Candor,  Tioga 
County;  Esquire,  of  New  York  City;  Sarah, 
wife  of  Hiram  S.  Pierce,  of  the  town  of  ]3ing- 
hamton,  wliose  biography  is  given  on  an- 
other page;  Alexander  B. ;  and  Christopher, 
residing  in  the  city  of  Binghamton.  The 
father  died  in  the  year  1S90;  and  the  mother, 
who  was  an  earnest  and  devoted  member  of 
the  Methodist  church,  passed  from  this  world 
in  1884. 

Alexander  B.  Carman  was  born  in  Bing- 
hamton, N.Y.,  May  12,  1S41.  Having  pur- 
sued his  studies  in  the  district  school  of 
Vestal,  he  remained  on  the  home  farm  until 
his  twenty-first  year,  when  he  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade,  and  then  began  taking 
contracts,  settling  at  once  in  the  city  of  Bing- 
hamton. Among  many  contracts  he  has  filled, 
we  may  cite  the  new  wings  to  the  court- 
house, Binghamton;  the  Lester  Sliire  fac- 
tory; and  many  resiliences,  besides  a  large 
number  of  structures  out  of  the  city,  some  of 
the  principal  ones  being  the  almshouse  at 
Norwich,  N.Y.,  and  a  block  of  stores  at  W^al- 
ton,  N.Y.  He  is  at  present  engaged  in  the  ■ 
erection  of  the  union  school-house  at  Homer, 
N.Y.  These  are  but  a  few  of  the  exemplifi- 
cations of  his  skill  and  taste  as  a  builder,  and 
his  popularity  is  well  evinced  by  his  steady 
and  increasing  business.  Mr.  Carman  is 
quite  extensively  interested  in  real  estate  in 
Binghamton,    owning  several    pieces   of  prop- 
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erty,  among  them  his  handsome  residence, 
No.  197  Murray  Street,  and  the  adjoining 
houses. 

In  August,  1867,  Mr.  Carman  married  Mrs. 
Ellen  (Gumbert)  J^oomis,  a  native  of  Lehigh 
County,  Pennsylvania.  They  are  members  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Binghamton. 
Mr.  Carman  has  acceptably  filled  the  office 
of  Supervisor  for  the  l^^irst  Ward  in  18S9, 
and  following  that  was  elected  Alderman  for 
the  years  of  1890  ami  1S91.  He  served  as 
Chairman  on  the  responsible  Committees  of 
Streets,  Walks  and  Bridges,  Finance,  and 
City  Buildings;  but  he  has  had  all  of  politics 
that  he  cares  for,  and  aspires  to  no  more  pre- 
ferments from  his  party.  lie  takes  a  genuine 
interest  in  all  enterjjrise  for  the  progress  and 
welfare  of  the  city,  and  by  his  daily  life  illus- 
trates the  career  of  an  upright  and  worthy 
citizen,  lie  is  an  active,  self-reliant  man, 
and  has  accumulatetl  his  possessions  by  his 
own  industry  and  the  habit  of  depending  upon 
himself  instead  of  others. 


C^=|TRIAH  A.  JEFFARDS,  one  of  the  pros- 
((31  P'^'''""-''  f:irmers  of  the  town  of  Tri- 
^■"'^  ^  angle,  brings  to  his  calling  that 
degree  of  practic.il  knowledge  and  sound  judg- 
ment which  enables  him  to  avoid  its  drudgery, 
and  have  the  most  delightful  vocation  for 
health  and  genuine  pleasure  known  among  the 
various  occupations  of  men.  A  farm  is  no 
place  for  the  shirk  or  for  the  lazy  man:  the 
great  centres  of  commercial  exchange  are  the 
points  of  attraction  for  him.      Mr.  Jeffards  be- 


lieves in  work,  and  ])lenty  of  it;  but  he  also 
believes  in  recreation  and  relief  from  constant 
labor,  lie  carries  on  general  farming,  ami 
pays  some  attention  to  the  rearing  of  fine 
stock.  He  so  manages  his  affairs  as  to  ac- 
complish much  without  the  necessity  of  plac- 
ing himself  constantly  in  a  position  where 
there  is  no  opportunity  for  a  moment's  resjMte 
from  severe  toil.  He  farms  with  his  head  as 
well  as  his  hands,  and  the  results  are  those  of 
intelligent  labor. 

His  paternal  grandfather  was  Amasa,  of 
Massachusetts,  who  married  Susan  Cleveland, 
of  the  same  State.  Together  with  four 
daughters  and  two  sons  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amasa 
Jeffarils  came  to  Chenango  County  about  1S17. 
Another  son  was  born  to  tliem  in  New  Berlin, 
and  the  seven  grew  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood. The  only  survivors  now  are:  Lucy, 
widow  of  Daniel  Morse,  residing  in  Ohio; 
Martha,  witlciw  of  James  Rogers,  who  was  a 
descendant  of  the  martyred  John  Rogers ; 
Harvey,  who  was  a  physician  of  reputation 
anil  skill  at  Rochester,  and  who  accumulated  a 
considerable  i^roperty  from  the  practice  of  his 
profession;  and  Charles,  who  was  a  contractor 
anil  builder  in  Rochester,  and  a  public  man. 

The  father  of  Uriah  was  Allen  Cleveland 
Jeffards,  a  native  of  I'ittsfield,  i\lass.,  who 
was  born  in  ■^803,  and  who  dieil  here  Decem- 
ber 7,  1890.  He  was  married  about  1826  to 
Ann  Eliza  Robinson,  of  New  Berlin,  a 
daugliter  of  William  Robinson,  who  was  a 
Scotchman,  and  brought  considerable  money  to 
this  country.  Allen  Cleveland  Jeffards  spent 
several  of   his  earl)-  years  in  driving,  herding, 


534 


BIOGRAPHICAL   REVIEW 


and  handlinj^  sheep  during  the  summer,  and 
tcacliing  school  in  tlic  winter  season.  Hav- 
ing taught  over  twenty-two  winters,  lie  came 
here  about  sixty  years  ago,  and  bought  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  mostly  un- 
improved, but  liaving  some  clearing,  to  which 
he  subsequently  added  more,  imtil  he  had  two 
himdred  and  twenty  acres.  They  had  six 
chiklren,  namely:  William,  a  graduate  of 
Union  College,  Schenectady,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty  years,  leaving  a  widow  and  one 
daughter  —  he  was  a  thorough  and  successful 
teacher,  a  man  of  principle,  conscientious, 
genial,  and  of  marked  ability,  but  was  cut  off 
in  the  prime  of  life  in  the  midst  of  prosperous 
work  at  Pittston,  Pa. ;  Charles,  who  was  a 
farmer  in  Broome  County,  and  died  unmarried 
in  1862;  Maria,  the  first-born,  the  widow  of 
Asa  Canfiekl,  living  on  her  fine  large  farm 
at  Upper  Lisle;  Mary,  wife  of  George  Sher- 
wood, a  member  of  the  Assembly,  and  a  large 
farmer  and  milk-dealer,  of  Pinghamton;  ICliz- 
abeth,  wife  of  Seth  Dickinson,  living  in  the 
town  of  Triangle;  and  Uriah  A.  Mrs.  Allen 
Cleveland  Jeffards  died  December  13,  1S90, 
only  six  days  after  the  death  of  her  husbantl. 
The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  was 
reared  to  farm  life.  Ab  his  books  he  was  an 
apt  student,  learning  readily  and  obtaining  a 
good  cilucation  without  much  apparent  effort. 
lie  taught  one  term  of  school  when  but  seven- 
teen years  old,  and  might  have  made  a  success 
of  that  occupation.  When  nineteen  years  old, 
he  heard  the  call  to  arms:  civil  war  was  at 
hand;  and,  as  he  witnessed  the  departure  of 
friends  and  associates,  he   felt   that   he  ought 


to  help  maintain  the  honor  and  perpetuity  of 
his  native  land.  In  this  idea  he  did  not  have 
encouragement,  liis  parents  tliinking  he  was 
too  young  to  join  the  army.  So,  to  accom- 
plish his  purpose,  he  ran  away  from  home,  and 
enlisted  under  Captain  Robert  Brown  in 
Company  F,  Eighty-ninth  New  York  Volun- 
teer Infantry.  His  father  took  him  out,  but 
he  re-enlisted  in  tlie  same  company,  and  went 
to  the  war.  lie  was  the  first  man  of  the  regi- 
ment who  succeeded  in  getting  a  furlough  to 
come  home.  After  remaining  with  his  family 
six  days,  he  joined  his  comrades  in  the  field. 
At  Suffolk,  Va.,  he  received  a  gunshot  wound 
in  tlie  mouth,  cutting  off  the  end  of  his 
tongue  and  knocking  out  six  teeth,  and  was 
discharged  for  disability  Noveml)er  20,  1863, 
at  Elmira,  N.Y. 

He  was  marrietl  February  14,  1874,  to 
Helen  Dillenbeck,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Dil- 
lenbeck,  of  this  neighborhood.  They  have 
two  children:  Harry,  a  young  man  of  seven- 
teen years,  a  promising  farmer;  and  Nellie, 
a  very  briglit  and  active  girl  of  nine  years, 
the  youngest  member  of  the  Grange  in  the 
State,  liaving  taken  four  degrees.  Mr.  Jef- 
fards is  a  Republican  of  the  consistent  stamp, 
not  addicted  to  running  away  after  false  gods. 
He  does  not  aspire  to  official  honors,  but  has 
been  Deputy  Sheriff,  and  is  regarded  as  a  man 
of  good  judgment  in  political  affairs.  He 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  Order,  and  his  wife  is 
a  member  of  the  Eastern  Star.  The  business 
of  the  farmer  with  them  is  a  partnership 
affair,  Mrs.  Jeffards,  who  is  a  helpmeet  in- 
deed,  assuming   much    of    the   responsibility, 
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and  being  personally  cognizant  of  all  the 
details  in  tlie  various  ilepartments.  Living 
untlerncatli  Ihoir  own  roof,  sharing  the  work 
of  life,  and  surrounded  by  their  own  posses- 
sions, their  lot  is  a  happy  one  among  tlie 
childrea   of  the   earth. 


fINCENT  W.  HEMINGWAY,  a  worthy 
representative  farmer  of  Broome 
County,  New  York,  living  near  Whitney's 
Point,  is  among  those  agriculturists  who 
make  their  calling  one  of  pleasure  as  well  as 
profit,  altliough  not  c|uitc  agreeing  with  tlie 
Kansas  orator  wlio  jjronounces  farming  at  the 
present  day  almost  a  sedentary  occuijation. 
Mr.  Hemingway  was  liorn  in  the  town  of  Tri- 
angle, August  30,  1839.  II is  father,  Dr. 
Harry  Hemingway,  was  Ijorn  in  1S05,  near 
Middletown,  Orange  County,  N.Y.,  and  died 
in  l?roomc  County  in  1S68,  from  the  effects  of 
an  injury  by  the  cars  which  he  received  about 
si.\  weeks  before. 

The  Doctor's  father,  Silas  Hemingway,  of 
Orange  County,  was  l)orn  in  1778,  and  died 
in  Livingston  County,  Micliigan,  in  1873, 
being  ninety-five  years  old.  He  was  a  man  of 
wondeiful  piiysical  power  and  endurance,  hav- 
ing robust  liealtli,  and  l)eing  strong  anil  active 
to  within  a  week  of  his  death.  He  was  a  car- 
penter by  trade,  but  in  his  later  years  fol- 
lowed farming.  He  moved  to  this  country 
with  his  wife  and  three  children  in  18 13, 
bringing  with  him  about  three  thousand  dol- 
lars —  a  sufficient  sum  to  count  him  among  the 
wealthy  men   of  the  day.      He   purchased   one 


hundred  acres  of  land  in  Nanticoke,  having 
a  little  improvement,  and  there  went  to  work 
to  make  a  home,  clearing  the  place  of  timber, 
planting  the  seed,  and  reaping  the  harvest 
from  year  to  year,  and  adding  to  his  acreage 
until  he  accumulated  a  considerable  property, 
which  late  in  life  he  gave  to  his  son  William, 
who  cared  for  him  and  his  wife  in  their  de- 
clining years.  His  wife  died  at  Binghamton 
about  the  year  1S53.  They  had  five  children, 
of  whom  Harry  was  the  first-born.  Those  now 
living  arc:  Eliza,  widow  of  John  S.  Graham, 
of  Baltimore;  William,  a  wealthy  farmer,  of 
Gregory,  Livingston  County,  I\Iich.  ;  and 
Fannie,  widow  of  Frederick  S.  Griggs,  resid- 
ing in  the  neighboring  town  of  Lisle. 

In  1834  Dr.  Harry  Hemingway  married 
Lovina  Belknap,  of  Orange  County.  Tliey 
lived  at  Whitney's  Point,  where  for  forty 
years  he  was  actively  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  medicine.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  four  of  whom  died  early  in  life. 
Three  are  now  living,  namely:  Vincent  W., 
of  Whitney's  Point;  Eugene  B.,  a  resident  of 
Triangle;  and  Ella,  wif-e  of  Wilfred  Lewis, 
who  is  a  fruit-grower  in  California.  The 
mother  of  these  children,  now  seventy-nine 
years  of  age,  makes  her  home  with  her  son 
luigene. 

Vincent  Hemingway  was  brought  up  on  the 
farm,  and  educated  in  the  district  schools. 
He  was  married  in  1869,  when  thirty  years 
old,  to  Addie  A.  Yarrington,  whose  mother 
was  a  sister  of  Judge  Bosworth  — a  judge  of 
great  reputation,  who  died  here  in  1886. 
Mrs.     Hemingway's    grandfather,     Nathaniel 
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Bosvvorth,  was  quite  wealthy,  and  the  leading 
man  of  the  village  of  Killawog  —  a  pious  and 
cultured  gentleman,  who  contributed  liberally 
to  every  good  cause.  Mrs.  Hemingway  is  a 
very  pleasant  and  well-educated  lady.  Slie 
taught  her  first  school  when  but  fifteen  years 
old,  and  continued  to  teach  during  the  ten 
years  before  marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hem- 
ingway have  been  on  a  farm  since  tliey  com- 
menced life  together.  Tliey  came  to  their 
preseiit  home  in  Ajiril,  1S77.  They  have  two 
daughters:  Grace,  a  young  lady  at  home;  and 
I\'a,  a  girl  of  twelve  years.  ]5oth  are  bright 
and  intelligent,  having  a  talent  for  music,  in 
which  accomplishment  they  excel.  Mr.  Hem- 
ingway was  formerly  a  Democrat,  but  is  now 
a  Prohibitionist,  believing  the  liquor  question 
must  be  settled  by  the  votes  of  the  people, 
since  it  has  a  greater  power  in  politics  than 
any  otlier  thing  or  combination  of  things. 
He  and  his  wife  are  active  members  of  the 
Ikiptist  church,  of  which  he  has  been  Trustee, 
and  is  now  the  Clerk. 


|ILES  LEONARD,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing contractors  and  builders  of 
Hinghamttm,  N.Y.,  with  shop  lo- 
cated at  })-;  Washington  Street,  has  been  a 
resident  of  this  city  since  1S70.  He  was 
born  at  Nichols,  Tioga  County,  N.Y.,  on 
December  19,  1849,  a  son  of  Peter  and  Hes- 
ter (Courtwright)  Leonard.  His  father,  who 
was  a  native  of  Tioga  County,  was  by  occupa- 
tion a  farmer,  and  for  a  long  time  was  ferry- 
man at  Hyde's  Ferry.      Young  Miles  received 


a  fair  education  in  the  common  schools,  being 
a  good  student  in  the  branches  which  most  in- 
terested him,  and  early  in  life  found  congen- 
ial employment  working  on  the  extension  of 
the  Chenango  Canal.  He  developed  a  con- 
siderable ability  in  this  kind  of  work,  and, 
when  less  than  eighteen  years  old,  had  charge 
of  eighty  men  in  the  construction  dei^artment 
of  the  Southern  Central  Railroatl.  He  con- 
tinued thus  engaged  till  in  September,  1871, 
he  came  to  Pinghamton,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  carpenter,  and  worketl  for  two  and 
one-half  years  for  his  uncle.  As  he  had  now 
demonstrated  his  ability  as  a  first-class  work- 
man and  a  man  competent  to  handle  large 
contracts  and  control  large  forces  of  work- 
men to  good  advantage,  he  was  employed  by 
Martin  Stone,  who  was  a  large  contractor,  to 
manage  and  superintend  his  interests  in  the 
line  of  building.  He  remained  with  Mr. 
Stone  for  al:)out  three  years,  and  had  full 
charge  of  the  more  important  contracts,  push- 
ing forward  the  work  with  commendable  zeal 
and  superior  judgment.  After  the  death  of 
Mr.  Stone  he  became  foreman  for  Sullivan  &■ 
Clark,  and  was  engaged  in  putting  up  build- 
ings in  Owego,  Oneonta,  Cobleskill,  Demon's 
Station,  Jonesville,  and  other  places,  antl  con- 
structing railway  stations  and  school-houses 
in  different  parts  of'  the  country.  He  also 
superintended  the  construction  of  two  of  the 
buildings  for  the  State  Hospital  at  Bingham- 
ton,  discharging  all  of  his  duties  in  a  work- 
manlike and  satisfactory  manner.  He  was 
then  Superintendent  of  Streets  for  one  year; 
and,  when  a  syndicate   of   capitalists  bought  a 
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tract  of  land  at  tlie  East  End,  he  took  the 
contract  of  grading  six  miles  of  street,  which 
he  accomplished  in  one  summer.  Then  the 
Conrt  Street  &  I'last  luid  Railroad  employed 
liim  lo  Iniihl  tlieir  street-car  line.  lie  com- 
pleted and  equipped  nine  miles  of  road,  and 
had  charge  of  the  same,  as  Superintendent, 
until  the  consolidation  with  the  Binghamton 
.Street  Railway  in  April,  1893.  During  the 
time  he  built  the  ]?inghamtcui  Wagon  Works 
plant,  the  Ojjcra  House,  the  power  plant  for 
the  Binghamton  Railroad,  and  other  struct- 
ures, emjiloying  about  two  hundred  men  dur- 
ing the  busy  seasons,  being  fully  equipped  for 
all  classes  of  heavy  contracting.  In  1893  he 
rebuilt  the  -First  Baptist  Church,  having  the 
contract  for  all  the  work  in  every  department. 
Me  is  a  member  of  the  Bingliamton  Eodge, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  belongs  to  the  order  of  Red 
Men,  and  is  fullv  up  to  tlie  times  in  his 
department  of  labor.  He  was  married  in 
1870  to  Miss  Josephine  Swartwood,  of  Bar- 
ton, Tioga  County;  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  one  child,   Lena  Leonard. 


lAl'TAIN  LAURl'L^  L.  OLMSTED 
was  born  in  Binghamton  in  1S40,  and 
is  descended  from  Revolutionary 
stock.  Mis  great-grandfather,  Nathan  Adams, 
was  a  sea-captain,  who  serveil  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  under  Colonel  William  Ledyard, 
and  was  massacred  by  the  English  und.er  com- 
mand of  Benedict  Arnold  aiul  Colonel  I'^yre  at 
the  surrender  of  Fort  Griswold,  opposite  New 
London,    Conn.,    September    6,    1781,    where. 


out  of  a  garrison  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  one  hundreil  and  ten  were  killed  or 
mortally  wountled  and  forty  taken  jirisoiiers. 
At  tile  same  battle  his  great  -  great  -  grand- 
father, Luke  Perkins,  with  his  five  sons,  was 
also  massacred.  Mis  great  -  grandmother, 
Hannah  Taylor,  died  April  3,  1813,  aged 
seventy-five  years;  and  his  great-grandmother, 
Margaret  Perkins  Adams,  died  June  23,  1829, 
aged  ninety-nine  years.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Revolutionary  War  his  grand- 
father was  too  y(nmg  to  enlist;  but  two  of 
the  grand-father's  brothers,  -Samuel  and 
Nathan  Taylor,  aged  sixteen  and  eighteen 
respectively,  served  during  the  entire  war, 
and  were  paitl  off  with  tlie  worthless  Conti- 
nental money,  a  |)art  of  which  Captain  Olm- 
sted now  has  in  his  possession.  Tiiey  fouglit 
under  General  Gates  at  Bemis  Heights,  were 
present  at  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne  and  at 
the  battles  of  King's  h'erry  and  White  I'lains, 
were  at  Valley  Forge  during  that  terrible 
winter  of  suffering,  were  on  the  scorching 
fielil  of  Monmouth,  ami  were  selected  liy  Gl-ii- 
eral  Wayne  to  take  jiart  in  that  daring  achieve- 
ment, the  storming  of  Stony  Point,  and  with 
Lieutenant  Gibbon  were  of  the  forlorn  hope. 
The  longevity  of  Captain  Olmsted's  family 
on  his  mother's  side  is  remarkable,  two 
uncles  (twins)  living  to  tlie  age  of  ninety-two 
and  ninety-tlirec  resiiectively,  one  aunt  to 
ninety-three,  and  the  remainder  of  the  fam- 
ily to  above  eighty.  Mis  maternal  grand- 
father, Joseph  Taylor,  was  born  in  176S,  and 
servetl  with  two  sons  during  the  War  of  I  Si  2 
in    the  northern  jxart  of    this   State.      George 
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Olmsted,  his  paternal  grandfather,  was  a 
farmer,  and  resided  at  Hanover,  N.H.  The 
Captain's  father,  Lorenzo  B.,  son  of  George, 
was  born  in  Bradford,  Vt.,  1805.  At  the  age 
of  fourteen  he  went  to  Norwich,  Conn.,  and 
apprenticed  himself,  to  learn  the  trade  of  tin- 
smith, to  Captain  Wilcox,  a  survivor  of  the 
famous  Boston  tea-party  —  the  assemblage  of 
men  who,  tlisguised  as  Indians,  on  December 
16,  1773,  threw  the  luiglish  tea  overboard  in 
Boston  Harbor.  After  finishing  his  trade, 
Lorenzo  B.  Olmsted  removed  to  Whitehall, 
N.Y.,  and  in  1836  to  Binghamton,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  tin  and  stove  business 
until  1862,  when  he  retired,  and  died  shortly 
afterward,  aged  fifty-nine  years.  He  married 
Miss  Lucy  Taylor,  who  was  born  in  Hart- 
ford, Washington  County,  N.Y.,  where  her 
fatlier  had  been  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers, 
coming  from  Connecticut  with  ox-teams  and 
taking  up  a  large  tract  of  land.  When  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Olmsted  came  to  Binghamton,  the 
village  contained  less  than  two  thousand  in- 
habitants, no  railroads  or  canals  had  been 
built,  ami  their  goods  were  transported  in 
wagons.  There  were  only  two  children  born 
to  their  marriage:  Mary  E.,  who  died  in 
1S61;  and  Laurel  L.*  The  mother  died  in 
1887,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  Both 
parents  were  stanch  Presbyterians  and  thor- 
oughly imbued  with  Puritanical  ideas.  They 
were  both  among  the  first  members  of  the 
h'irst    Presbyterian   Church. 

Captain  Olmsted  received  the  early  part  of 
his  educational  training  at  the  Binghamton 
Academy,  was   graduated   at   the  Susquehanna 


Valley  Seminary,  and  afterward,  in  1857,  at 
Bryant  &  Stratton's  Mercantile  College  at 
Albany.  He  went  to  New  York  City  as  clerk 
in  a  hardware  store  for  a  short  time,  and  then 
returned  to  ]?inghamton,  and  began  to  fit  him- 
self for  an  engineer  in  the  United  States 
Navy,  to  that  end  learning  the  machinist 
tratle,  afterward  going  to  sea  on  the  Cromwell 
Line  under  instructions.  In  i860  he  entered 
for  a  com[K'titive  examination  held  at  Phila- 
delphia, and  among  forty  candidates  passed 
the  best  examination,  receiving  the  rank- 
ing certificate  No.  i.  When  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  at  his  home 
awaiting  orders,  which  he  received  in  May, 
1 86 1,  to  report  at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  to 
Commodore  Stewart,  for  duty  on  the  United 
States  steam  frigate  "Colorado,"  the  flag-ship 
of  the  Gulf  Squadron.  He  has  the  distinc- 
tion of  having  been  the  first  one  ordered  to 
the   front   from    l^roome   County. 

Owing  to  the  continued  desertion  of  '  the 
Southern  officers  who  were  ordered  to  the 
ship.  Captain  Olmsted  was  in  command  of  his 
department  for  some  time  before  sailing.  ' 
The  "  Colorado "  sailed  under  command  of 
Captain  Theodorus  Bailey  with  sealed  orders, 
and  no  one  knew  her  destination  until  out  of 
sight  of  land.  She  first  visited  Fort  Sumter,' 
where  she  was  not  permitted  to  land;  then 
r^ort  Taylor,  Key  West;  and  Fort  Pickens,  at 
Pensacola,  Fla.,  rentlering  such  assistance  as 
was  possible  and  hunting  the  blockade  run- 
ner "Sumter."  While  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
Captain  Olmsted  served  on  various  gunboats, 
under   Conuuodores    Merwin,  of   the    "Missis- 
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sippi, "  McKean,  of  the  "Niagara,"  and 
Farragut,  of  the  "Hartford,"  taking  part  in 
engagements  at  l'"ort  Pickens  and  Mobile  and 
the  running  of  the  forts  at  New  Orleans. 
The  privations  and  hardships  to  which  all  the 
early  parliei|)ants  in  the  war  wlio  were  sta- 
tioned upon  vessels  in  the  Gulf  were  obliged 
to  endure,  together  with  the  effects  of  malaria 
encountered  tluring  over  a  year's  blockade  in 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River,  so  im- 
paired the  health  of  the  command  that  tlie 
ship  was  ordereil  N(>rth  ;  and,  by  the  advice  of 
his  physician,  Captain  Olmsted  resigned  from 
the  United  States  service  in  1863. 

In  1871-72  the  Sixth  Battery,  National 
Guard,  State  of  New  York,  was  organized  by 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  veteran  soldiers 
and  sailors;  and  Captain  Olmsted  enlisted  as 
a  private.  He  was  successively  promoteil  to 
be  I'^irst  Lieutenant  and  Captain  in  1874,  and 
has  been  for  ten  years  the  senior  artillery 
officer  of  this  State,  and  as  such  has  received 
several  impiirtaiit  details  from  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief. He  has  twice  been  elected 
Vice-President  of  the  New  York  State  Mili- 
tary Association  and  a  member  of  the  Mili- 
tary .Service  Institution  at  Governor's  Island, 
New  York  Ilarlxn';  and  to  his  efforts  our  citi- 
zens are  indebted  for  the  elegant  and  commo- 
dimis  armory  now  located  in  Binghamton. 
lie  is  a  Past  Master  of  Otseningo  Lodge, 
A.  v.  &  A.  I\I.,  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  Knight 
of  Pytiiias,  and  (jne  of  the  oldest  members  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He  served 
on  the  Board  of  lulucation  for  four  years,  and 
was    ClKiirman    of     the     Huildin'j-    Committee 


when  the  high  school  and  Carroll  Street 
school  buildings  were  erected.  F"or  five  years 
after  the  war  Captain  Olmsted  was  engaged 
in  the  general  hardware  business,  and  after- 
ward for  four  years  was  connected  with  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  under  General 
Josepli  B.  Carr. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  Captain  Olmsted 
was  married  to  Aliss  Jennie  IC.  Collier, 
daughter  of  Llenry  Collier,  and  grand-daughter 
of  the  Hon.  John  A.  Collier,  one  of  the  most 
celebrated  of  New  York  State  lawyers,  and  at 
one  time  Comptroller  of  the  State.  They 
have  had  three  children:  Henry  C,  a  lawyer 
of  Binghamton,  and  at  present  an  Alderman 
of  that  city;  Mary  K.;  and  Laurel  Murray, 
an  electrician.  All  of  the  family  are  thor- 
ough Republicans,  as  the  Captain's  father  was 
a  pioneer  Abolitionist  and  an  agent  in  Bing- 
hamton of  the  underground  railroad  concerned 
in  running  fugitive  slaves  from  the  South  to 
Canachi. 


■;NRY  ]J.  HOWARD,  a  progressive 
farmer  of  the  town  of  Binghamton, 
N.Y.,  a  member  of  the  Dairy  Asso- 
ciation, was  b(jrn  in  Auburn,  Susquehanna 
County,  Pa.,  January  4,  1852.  Mr.  Howard's 
early  ancestors  in  America  were  New  luigland 
people.  His  grandfather  moved  from  Con- 
necticut to  Bro()kl)n,  Pa.,  being  an  early 
settler  in  the  county.  The  emigrant's  first 
purchase  of  land  was  heavily  timbered;  but 
he  cleareil  it  off,  erected  good  farm  buildings, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  ileath  had  as  fine  and 
productive  a  f.inii  as  any  in  the  county. 
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His  son,  Samuel  H.  Ilovvanl,  was  born  in 
15rooklyn,  Pa.,  where  he  was  educated  in  the 
district  scliool,  and  lived  at  liome  witii  liis 
parents,  assisting  in  tlie  farm  work,  until  he 
was  eighteen  years  old.  At  this  youthl'ul  age 
for  assuming  the  responsibilities  of  family 
life  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ifannah  Bunnell, 
and  first  settled  in  Black  Walnut,  Wyoming 
County,  Pa.  Later  lie  moved  to  Auburn, 
Susquehanna  County,  Pa.,  where  he  bought  a 
farm,  and  lived  some  years,  afterward  remov- 
ing to  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  at  which  place  he 
died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Samuel  B.  Howard 
reared  six  children,  namely:  Harrison;  Isaac; 
Edmund;  Sarah,  Mrs.  David  Gardner;  Mary, 
Mrs.  George  Cary ;  and  Henry  D.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  The  mother  is  still  living, 
aged  seventy-four  years,  and  now  resides  with 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Gary;  at  the  homestead  in 
])inghamton. 

Henry  D.  Howard,  after  completing  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  Auburn  and  ]?ing- 
haniton,  went  to  Great  Bend,  Pa.,  wheie  he 
purchaseil  a  hotel,  going  into  [xutner-ship  with 
Mr.  ICrastus  Cook,  of  ]5inghamton,  whose 
daughter  Charlotte  he  married  when  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  After  remaining  in 
this  occupation  for  two  years,  he  came  again 
to  tlie  town  of  Binghamton,  where  he  resumed 
farming  for  his  father,  with  whom  he  stayed 
several  years.  He  afterward  bought  a  farm, 
which  he  kept  but  a  short  time,  moving  in 
1882  to  the  one  on  which  he  and  his  family 
now  live.  Mis  first  wife  died  in  1880.  Mr. 
Howard  married  for  his  second  wife  Miss 
Mary   I..  Addison,  daughter  of   Robert    Aikli- 


son,  of  Livingston  County,  Illinois.  They 
have  two  children,  Robert  Wilson  and  Claude 
Raymond. 

Mr.  Howard  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Chickasaw  Tribe,  Im[)roved  Order  of  Red 
Men;  also  of  Ivy  Castle,  No.  7,  Ancient 
Order  Knights  of  the  Mystic  Chain.  He  is 
a  good,  thorough  Republican  in  his  politics, 
and  has  held  the  office  of  Assessor.  He  is  a 
considerable  stockholder  in  the  Binghamton 
Dairy  Association,  and  is  very  deeply  inter- 
ested in  dairying  as  an  important  and  profit- 
able department  of  farming.  Mrs.  Howard  is 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  church,  and 
illustrates  the  sincerity  of  her  faith  by  her 
conscientious  work  in  the  Sunday-school. 
When  Mr.  Howard  purchased  his  present  farm, 
a  large  amount  of  the  land  was  covered  with 
a  thick  growth  of  timber;  but  from  this  forest 
wliicli  he  lias  cleared  away  he  has  made  a 
smiling,  beautiful  farm,  and  lias  brought  it 
to  the  highest  state  of  cultivation.  In  this 
lovely  home,  surrounded  with  plenty,  living 
a  good,  ujiriglit,  and  Christian  life,  doing  his 
ikity  as  a  loyal,  true  citizen,  he  enjoys  with 
his  pleasant  family  that  true  independence 
and  solid  comfort  which  are  j)re-eminently 
the  possession   of   the   farmer. 


SAPH  B.  WALTER,  who  has  been  a 
resident  farmer  of  the  town  of  Barker 
for  the  last  thirty-seven  years,  com- 
menced at  the  bottom,  and  worked  his  way  to 
his  present  jiosition,  reaching  the  same  by  a 
determination    that     knew    no    such    word    as 
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"fail."  He  was  blessed  with  good  health  and 
a  strong  constitution,  and  began  heavy  toil 
when  but  a  lad.  He  has  no  use  for  the 
drones  of  society,  and  believes  that  a  man 
who   will   not   work   ought    not    to   eat. 

His  paternal  grandfather,  who  was  named 
after  the  pro]5het  whom  the  ravens  fed,  was 
a  Massachusetts  farmer,  a  man  of  firm  princi- 
l)le  and  determined  purpose.  Elijah  Walter 
was  married  to  Mary  1^'ield,  a  native  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, with  whom,  seeking  a  more  pro- 
ductive land,  he  came,  about  the  year  1813, 
to  New  York,  and  settled  on  West  Creek,  ten 
miles  from  Ovvego,  where  he  cleared  a  large 
farm,  and  brought  up  a  large  family,  and  there 
died  at  an  advanced  age.  Asaiih  Morse,  the 
maternal  grandfather  for  whom  Mr.  Walter 
was  named,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution. 
He  died  at  Moravia,  N.Y.,  when  ninety-six 
years  old.  His  wife  was  Clara  Dudley,  a 
daughter  of  an  old  sea-captain.  The  father  of 
A.  B.  Waller  was  Horace  Walter,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, wiio  married  I'hebe  Morse,  of  West- 
moreland, N.Y.,  and  came  to  Tioga  County, 
New  York,  about  1813,  with  his  wife  and  one 
child.  Mrs.  Walter  came  from  a  family  who 
were  quite  active  on  land  and  sea  during  the 
great  struggle  of  the  coTonies  for  indepen- 
dence. Horace  and  I'hebe  (Morse)  Walter 
had  a  family  of  eight  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, all  of  whom  reached  maturity,  and  six  of 
whom  are  now  living,  namely:  William,  a 
farmer  in  South  Dakota;  Alvin,  of  the  town 
of  Maine,  IJroome  County;  Asaph  B,,  of 
Barker;  Horace,  a  farmer  of  this  county; 
Caroline,  wife  of   Wallace  Thelman,  a  hotel- 


keeper    of    Lisle;  and    Jane,    wife    of    Joseph 
Walters,    living   in    Berkshire,    N.Y. 

Asaph  B.  Walter  was  born  in  tlie  town  of 
Triangle,  ]5roome  County,  in  1S18,  was 
brought  up  on  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Nanti- 
coke,  where  his  father  settled  in  the  woods, 
and  where,  assisted  by  three  sons  —  all 
strong,  muscular  men  —  he  cleared  up  a  large 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  wonderful  speci- 
men of  physical  endurance,  and  few  there 
were  who  could  swing  an  axe  as  well  or 
accomplish  as  much  as  he.  Single-handetl, 
he  cut  one  fall  ami  winter  eighteen  acres  of 
heavy  sugar-maple  and  hemlock  timber,  and 
has  by  himself  cleared  over  one  hundred  acres 
of  land.  When  liut  sixteen  years  old,  his 
strength  was  UKjre  than  usual  for  his  age;  and 
the  amount  of  work  accomplished  by  him 
would  be  impossible  to  the  average  boy. 
When  he  became  of  age,  desiring  to  start  for 
himself,  he  began  by  working  out  by  the 
month,  and  was  thus  engaged  for  one  man 
three  years  for  thirteen  dollars  per  month. 
He  was  married  in  1840  to  Mary  P..  Dibble, 
of  Barker,  daughter  of  David  Dibble.  She 
bore  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter. 
The  latter,  Amelia,  is  the  wife  of  Sherman 
Tracy,  a  farmer  of  Triangle,  and  has  five  chil- 
dren. The  Son,  ICmmet  W.ilter,  died  at  forty- 
two  years  of  age,  on  March  11,  1SS7,  leaving 
a  widow  and  one  son,  Gilbert,  now  fourteen 
years  old,  and  at  home  attending  school. 
Mrs.  Mary  IC.  Walter  died  April  4,  1S73; 
and  Mr.  y\.  B.  Walter  was  again  married 
Deceml)er    S,     1S75,     to    Sarah     A.     Wooster, 
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daughter   of    John   and    Amanda   Wooster,    of 
Barker. 

Mr.  Walter  does  not  mix  much  in  politics, 
but  is  a  Republican,  and  fully  believes  in  the 
principles  of  that  party.  He  has  a  mind  of 
his  own,  and  is  able  to  give  a  good  reason  for 
his  opinions;  is  willing  to  listen  to  argu- 
ment, but  must  fully  believe  a  thing  before 
he  will  adopt  it  as  a  rule  of  action.  Relig- 
iously, he  adheres  to  tlie  faith  of  the  Baptist 
denomination.  His  start  in  life  was  made  by 
means  of  a  clear  head  and  two  willing  hands; 
and  his  success  is  attested  by  the  flourishing 
condition  of  his  ])resent  place,  consisting  of 
two  hundred  and  eighteen  acres  well  im- 
proved, having  commodious  and  tastefully 
arranged  buildings,  and  being  kept  in  good 
order.  He  lioes  things  thoroughly,  believing 
a  thing  that  is  worth  doing  is  worth  doing 
well.  He  usually  keeps  from  fifteen  to 
twenty-five  cows,  manid'actures  butter  which 
brings  the  very  best  price  on  the  market,  in 
cunipelilion  with  creamery  or  any  other  dairy, 
and  manages  all  departments  ui  liis  farm  with 
iutellitrence  and  success. 


'AMUEL  IIOLDEN  PARSONS 
HALL,  born  at  Middletown,  Conn., 
June  23,  1S04,  was  tlie  youngest  son 
of  Dr.  William  ]5renton  Hall,  a  prominent 
physician  of  that  city  and  a  graduate  of  Yale 
(17S6).  His  grandfather,  lirenton  Hall,  a 
wealthy  farmer  of  Meriden,  and  one  of  the 
founders  of  Connecticut,  was  a  cousin  of  Gov- 
ernor   Lyman    Hall,    of    Georgia,    one   of    the 


signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
His  great-grandfather  was  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Hall  (Yale,  1716),  minister  at  Cheshire, 
Conn.,  son  of  the  Hon.  John  Hall,  member  of 
the  Governor's  Council,  and  one  of  his  Assist- 
ants, grandson  of  Deacon  Samuel  Hall,  of 
Wallingford,  and  great-grandson  of  Deacon 
John  Hall,  of  New  Haven  and  Wallingford, 
the  progenitor  of  the  Wallingford  branch  of 
the  family,  who  came  to  this  country  from 
England   in    1635. 

Mr.  Hall's  mother  was  Mehitable,  second 
daughter  and  fifth  child  of  Major  -  General 
Samuel  Ilolden  I'arsons,  of  the  Continental 
Army.  Through  her  he  is  descended  from 
the  Mathers,  Griswolds,  Wolcotts,  Elys, 
Hydes,  and  DeWolfs.  Through  his  great- 
grandmother,  Ann  Law,  wife  of  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Hall,  of  Cheshire,  he  is  descended 
from  Governor  Jonathan  Law,  of  Connecticut, 
Governor  William  Brenton,  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  John  I'lliot,  the  Apostle  to  the  In- 
dians. Of  the  sixty-foiu"  ancestors  of  tlie  first 
generation  in  this  coinitry  to  whom  he  traces 
back,  forty-four  have  been  ascertained,  all  of 
whom  are  of  British  parentage;  antl  all,  ex- 
cept two  or  three,  came  to  America  during 
the  great  I'uritan  emigration  between  1630 
and  1640,  and  none,  probably,  later  than  1650. 

Mr.  Hall  was  but  five  years  old  when  his 
father  died  in  1S09,  after  which  he  was  taken 
to  live  in  the  family  of  his  maternal  uncle, 
luioch  I'arsons,  President  of  the  Connecticut 
Branch  of  the  United  States  Bank.  l-"rom  his 
association  with  this  uncle  he  probably  re- 
ceived  the   legal    and   financial    bent   of    mind 
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which  was  characteristic  of  him  in  later  life. 
Mr.  I'arsons  proposed  to  send  him  with  his 
own  son,  Samuel  Holden,  to  Yale;  but  he 
[ireferred  to  enf;aj:^e  in  mercantile  l:)usiness, 
which  he  did  witli  liis  brother,  William 
Brenton,  upon  his  return  from  his  clerkship 
in  New  York.  May  14,  1S26,  he  was  married 
to  Emeline  Ikilkeley,  of  Rocky  Hill,  Conn., 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Calvin  Cha[)in,  of  that  town. 
She  was  born  in  Rocky  Hill,  November  6, 
1798,  and  was  the  youngest  daughter  of  Cap- 
tain Charles  Bulkeley  and  the  sixth  in  de- 
scent from  the  Rev.  Peter  Bulkeley,  founder 
of  ConcortI,  Mass.,  antl  the  eighteenth  from 
Robert,  the  first  Baron  of  Bulkeley,  in  the 
time  of  King  John,  and  the  twenty-second 
from  Chauncy  de  Chauncy,  a  Norman  noble- 
man who  came  into  ICngland  from  near 
Amiens  in  I'rance  in  1066  with  William  the 
Conqueror.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr. 
Hall  was  engaged  in  business  in  Middletown; 
but,  anxious  to  get  on  faster  than  was  possible 
in  his  native  city,  lie  determined  to  go  West. 
Buffalo,  which  .since  the  opening  of  the  h'rie 
Canal  in  1S25  had  attracted  considerable  at- 
tention, at  this  time  was  undergoing  a  boom 
of  considerable  dimensions.  The  population 
was  nine  thousanil,  and  increasing  rajiidly. 
Major  Andre  Andrews,  a  Middletown  lawyer, 
who  had  married  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Hall's 
uncle,  Chief  Justice  Ilosmer,  had  gone  there 
to  [iractise  liis  profession.  The  reports  which 
came  back  fiom  him  of  the  promising  future 
of  the  lake  city  induceil  Mr.  Hall  to  remove 
there  in  the  spring  of  1S31.  He  immediately 
engaged    in   mercantile   business,    and    bought 


considerable  real  estate.  Among  his  pur- 
chases was  a  lot  one  hundred  and  sixty-five 
feet  front,  running  through  to  Franklin 
Street,  ten  acres  on  Batavia  Street,  and  a 
house  lot  on  Chi|)pewa  Street.  The  unearned 
increment  of  tliese  lands  would  be  a  very 
large  fortune  to-day.  Unfortunately,  the  cli- 
mate of  Buffalo  proved  too  trying  for  the  deli- 
cate health  of  his  wife;  and  he  was  obliged 
the  next  year  to  give  up  his  fine  i^iospects,  and 
return  to  Connecticut. 

I'^or  a  time  he  lived  and  did  business  in 
Rocky  Hill,  the  birtliplace  of  his  wife;  but, 
nut  satisfied  witli  the  chances  in  an  interior 
New  luigland  farming  town,  as  his  wife's 
health  improved,  his  eyes  turned  to  New  York 
again,  and  this  time  rested  on  a  little  village 
among  the  hills,  the  terminus  of  another 
canal  just  on  the  eve  of  completion,  where,  too, 
lived  kindred  families,  the  Mathers  and  Elys 
from  ancestral  Lyme.  The  journey  was  made 
by  water  from  Middletown  to  Albany,  thence 
by  I'ail  to  Utica,  and  by  stage  to  Binghamton. 
This  was  in  the  days  of  strap-rails  and  snake- 
heads,  when  the  cars  were  hauled  up  State 
Street  by  horses  and  let  down  an  inclined 
l)lane  at  Schenectady.  The  family  arrived  in 
Bingliamton  on  the  tlay  of  the  0[)ening  of  the 
Chenango  Canal,  which  was  l^eing  celebrated 
by  the  firing  of  cannon  fiom  the  court-house 
hill,  an  eminence  of  some  magnitude  at  that 
time.  Mr.  Hall  bought  the  house  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  Chenango,  then  occupied  by 
Richard  Mather,  but  since  sold  to  1^.  K. 
Clark.  He  immediately  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile  business,    which    he   conducted   with   sue- 
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cess.  He  interested  himself  in  public  mat- 
ters, and  advocatctl  and  aided  with  his  contri- 
butions every  measiu-e  tending  to  promote 
the  growth  and  drospcrity  of  his  adopted  home, 
lie  was  among  the  foremost  in  founding 
the  Binghamton  Academy,  in  securing  the  lo- 
cation here  of  the  Inebriate  Asylum;  and  he 
donated  five  acres  of  land  to  establish  the  Sus- 
quehanna Seminary,  now  St.  Mary's  Home. 

In  ])olitics  i\Ir.  Hall  was  a  Whig.  The 
campaign  of  1840,  the  hard-cider  and  log- 
cabin  campaign  of  "Tippecanoe  and  Tyler, 
too,"  he  fougjit  out  bravely  and  successfully, 
too.  In  1844  he  learned,  as  did  Clay  and 
l-'relinghuysen,  who  James  K.  Polk  was.  In 
1846,  after  having  held  several  minor  offices, 
he  was  nominated  by  the  Whig  party,  and 
elected  State  Senator  from  the  Sixth  Sen- 
atorial District,  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Chenango,  Broome,  Tompkins,  Chemung, 
Tioga,  Steuben,  Livingston,  Allegany,  and 
Cattaraugus.  He  received  more  than  twenty- 
live  thousand  votes  and  a  majority  of  seven- 
teen hundred  o\'er  Judge  Hawley,  the  ojiposing 
candidate.  Tiie  Senatorial  term  at  that  time 
was  four  years;  and  the  Senate,  with  the 
Chancellor  and  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  com])oscd  the  Court  Tor  the  Correction 
of  I'^rrors,  the  court  of  last  resort  in  the  .State. 
This  Senate  was  a  very  able  body,  containing 
some  of  the  best  talent  in  the  State,  and  in- 
cluding among  its  members  such  men  as  Ira 
Harris,  Judge  Hand,  Samuel  Young,  of  Sara- 
toga, and  Joshua  Spencer,  of  Utica.  The 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  1846  and  the 
revision   of  the   Senatorial    districts   rendered 


necessary  a  new  election;  and  in  1847  Mr. 
Hall  was  elected  for  a  term  of  two  years  from 
the  Twenty-third  District,  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Broome,  Cortland,  and  Tioga. 
The  duties  of  this  Senate  were  more  than 
ordinarily  difficult,  as  the  new  constitution 
required  the  preparation  and  enactment  of 
general  laws  on  many  important  subjects, 
including  banking,  insurance,  and  manufact- 
uring. At  the  legislative  caucus  in  Febru- 
ary, 1849,  I^'^''-  '^^1'  supported  John  A. 
Collier  for  United  States  Senator;  but,  it 
appearing  upon  an  informal  ballot  that  Will- 
iam H.  Seward  had  a  majority  of  the  votes 
oast,  after  reading  a  letter  from  Mr.  Collier 
withdrawing  his  name,  Mr.  Hall  moved  that 
"this  caucus  unanimously  nominate  William 
II.  Seward  as  the  candidate  to  be  supported 
by  the  Whig  party  for  the  office  of  Senator  of 
tlie  United  States."  In  the  division  of  the 
party  which  took  place  on  account  of  the  Abo- 
lition tendencies  of  the  Seward  faction,  Mr. 
Hall  remained  with  the  conservatives,  who, 
under  the  lead  of  Mr.  b'illmore,  obtainetl  the 
name  of  Silver  Cireys.  Mr.  Fillmore  was 
Comptroller  while  Mr.  Hall  was  in  the  Sen- 
ate, and  their  two  families  became  very  inti- 
mate. In  1848  Mr.  I'^illmore  was  elected 
Vice-President,  and  succeeded  to  the  Presi- 
dency  upon   the  death   of  General    Taylor. 

Upon  the  opening  of  the  ]'2rie  Railway  to 
the  lakes  the  President  and  Cabinet  partici- 
pated in  the  celebration,  and  were  presented 
by  Mr.  Hall  to  the  citizens  of  ]$inghamton 
during  the  stop  of  the  train  at  this  station, 
each    as    iiresentetl     delivering    himself    of    a 
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complimentary  speech.  Later  on  Mr.  Hall 
became  a  Director  in  this  road,  in  the  man- 
agement of  which  he  took  an  active  part.  In 
the  fall  of  1857  he  organized  the  Otseningo 
Bank,  with  a  capital  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars;  but  the  money  panic  of  1857  coming 
on  put  an  end  to  the  enterprise.  Like  most 
of  the  Silver  Grey  Whigs,  Mr.  Hall  gradually 
drifted  into  the  Democratic  party.  During 
the  war  he  stood  with  the  war  Democrats,  and 
was  firm  in  his  support  of  the  government  in 
putting  down  the  Rebellion  and  restoring  the 
unity  of  the  States.  He  retired  from  busi- 
ness in  1867,  but  never  ceased  to  take  an 
active   [jart    in   all   matters  of   i)ublic  inteiest. 

In  1855  came  iiis  life's  great  sorrow,  the 
death  of  his  beloved  and  faithful  wife,  which 
occurred  while  on  a  trip  through  tlic  St.  Law- 
rence and  Lake  Champlain.  May  20,  1857, 
he  married  for  his  second  wife  Elnora  R0I3- 
bins,  a  cousin  of  his  first  wife,  who  survived 
him  two  years.  Mr.  Hall  had  five  children, 
of  whom  only  the  first  and  fourth  are  now  liv- 
ing: Charles  S.  Hall,  of  Binghamton,  N.Y. ; 
William  B.  Hall,  deceased;  Josephine  K.  M. 
Hall,  who  married  Hugh  Allen,  of  Brooklyn, 
deceased;  Theodore  Parsons  Hall,  of  Detroit, 
Midi.;  anil  Richard  H.  Hall,  deceased. 

His  death  occurred  Monday,  March  5, 
1SS7,  and  was  due  rather  to  a  failure  of  his 
vital  powers  than  to  any  marked  disease.  He 
was  buried  in  Spring  Forest  Cemetery.  The 
honorary  pall-bearers  were:  the  Hon.  S.  D. 
Phelps,  the  Hon.  S.  C.  Hitchcock,  the  Hon. 
B.  N.  Loomis,  the  Hon.  John  Clapp,  Dr. 
F.    T.    Maybury,    and    Charles    W.    Sandford, 


Esq.,  all  of  whom,  except  Judge  Loomis,  have 
long  since  been  followed  to  their  own  last 
resting-places. 

Mr.  Hall  was  emphatically  a  gentleman  of 
the  old  school — the  soul  of  honor  and  honest 
to  a  fault.  Although  not  a  member  of  any 
church,  no  church  member  was  more  rigid  in 
his  oljscrvance  of  the  Sabbath  or  more  regular 
in  his  attendance  at  church,  none  more  cor- 
rect in  morals,  more  upright  in  dealings,  or 
with  a  keener  sense  of  riglit  and  wrong.  In 
person  he  was  tall  and  well  formed;  in  pres- 
ence, dignified  and  stately;  in  carriage, 
remarkably  erect;  in  manner,  courteous  and 
conlial.  His  eyes  were  of  a  deep  blue;  his 
hair,  auburn;  liis  complexion,  clear  and  fair. 
Me  hat!  a  judicial  temperament,  and  in  the 
course  of  his  business  liad  acquired  a  consid- 
erable knowledge  of  law.  In  the  Senate  he 
served  on  the  Judiciary  Committee.  One  of 
his  distinguishing  qualities  was  his  loyalty  to 
liis  friends.  Ties  of  blood  were  peculiarly 
strong  with  him.  He  was  always  interested 
in  the  affairs  of  the  city,  his  home  for  forty 
years;  and  he  did  much  to  extend  and  beau- 
tify it.  Wliatever  duty  was  imposed  ujjon 
him,  he  was  earnest  and  conscientious  in  its 
discharge,  regarding  it  as  a  sacred  trust.  Al- 
wa)'s  a  leader  of  men,  he  was  honored  as  such 
wliiie  li\'ing,  and  died  resjiected  by  all. 


iHARLES    SAMUEL    HALL,     eldest 
son  of   Samuel    Holden   Parsons   Hall 
and  his  wife,  Emeline  Bulkeley,  of 
Bingliamton,    X."N'.,    sketches    of    whom     are 
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given  above,  was  born  at  Middletown,  Conn., 
May  lo,  1827,  and  lived  there  until  1831, 
when  he  removetl  with  his  parents  to  Buffalo, 
N.Y.  lieniaining  there  a  year,  the  family 
returned  to  Connectieut,  whence  it  again  re- 
moved, this  time  to  Binghamton,  arriving 
here  May  10,  1S37,  ''i  t^he  midst  of  a  celebra- 
tion of  the  arrival  of  the  first  boat  through  the 
Chenango  Canal,  that  great  artificial  water- 
way which  first  connected  this  city  of  the 
forests  with  outside  civilization.  One  of  the 
first  families  with  which  he  became  ac- 
quainted was  that  of  Daniel  S.  Dickinson,  in 
whose  office  he  afterward  studied  law.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Lockwood  was  then  conducting  a 
classical  school;  but  the  boys  jirivately  cau- 
tioned him  not  to  attend  there,  as  he  was  too 
free  with  the  rod.  It  was  only  after  several 
years  of  experience  with  the  private  schools 
of  transient  teachers  that  that  fountain  of  Par- 
nassus for  the  youth  of  this  region,  the  Bing- 
hamton Academy,  was  established.  Here 
were  acquired  those  extra  polishings  which 
enabled  him  to  enter  Yale  without  conditions 
in  the  fall  of  1844. 

This  was  the  exciting  fall  of  the  election  of 
James  K.  Polk,  who  was  later  on  brought  up 
to  New  Haven,  and  exhibifred  to  the  students 
with  all  his  Cabinet  on  the  campus,  seeing 
whom,  each  one  immediately  resolved  to  be- 
come President.  In  those  days  there  was 
more  study  than  foot-bali ;  and  the  great 
object  of  every  one's  ambition  was  the  ap- 
proval and  smiles  of  the  Faculty,  though  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  does  confess  to  being 
one  of   the   pioneers   in    the  athletic   sport   of 


boat-racing,  which  has  since  attained  such 
abnormal  development.  After  having  taken 
the  usual  number  of  first  prizes  and  secured 
several  good  things  in  the  power  of  favorably 
inclined  professors  to  grant,  Mr.  Hall  was 
graduated  with  his  class  in  August,  1848. 
In  the  fall  he  entered  the  Law  School  at  New 
Haven,  under  the  charge  of  Governor  ISissell, 
and  finished  in  the  spring  of  1850,  when  he 
entered   Mr.    Dickinson's  office.      In   August, 

1850,  he  received  the  degree  of  LL.B.,  and 
in  July,  1 85 1,  the  degree  of  A.M.  He  was 
admitted   to   the  bar  at    Norwich   in  January, 

1851,  to  the  United  States  District  Court  in 
May,  1879,  and  to  the  Circuit  in  August  of 
the  same  year.  He  was  appointed  United 
States  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  December 
13,  1856,  and  Master  and  Examiner  in  Chan- 
cery in  November,  1879,  whicli  offices  he  still 
holds. 

In  1857,  being  then  Village  Attorney,  the 
work  was  assigned  to  him  of  drafting  a  city 
charter  by  a  committee  appointed  for  the  pur- 
I)os'e,  composed  of  Messrs.  Dickinson,  Tomp- 
kins, Stuart,  and  Park.  Those  who  preferred 
a  big  village  to  a  small  city  being  a  majority, 
the  project  fell  through  for  a  time,  but  was 
revived  in  1867,  when  a  new  committee,  com- 
posed of  Messrs.  Bartlett,  Chapman,  Loomis, 
Park,  Robinson,  and  others,  requested  Mr. 
Hall  to  perfect  the  draft  of  a  charter  he  had 
made  ten  years  before.  This,  when  com-, 
pleted,  was  enacted  by  the  legislature,  and 
the  new  city  government  organized  that  year. 
The  next  year,  at  the  request  of  the  Council, 
Mr.  Hall  drafted  over  the  city  ordinances  and 
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edited  the  first  edition  of  the  charter  and 
laws,  wliich  was  published  in  boolv  form. 
The  acts  providing  for  the  erection  of  Fire- 
men's Hall,  the  Court  Street  and  suspension 
bridges,  were  also  drawn  l^y  him.  Mr.  Hall 
was  for  four  years  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
lulucation,  and  during  that  time  revised  the 
city  school  law  and  the  method  of  keeping 
the  school  accounts.  Me  was  engaged  in  the 
famous  IDwight  insurance  litigation,  having 
charge  of  the  defence  for  the  New  England 
Life  Insurance  Company.  His  business  at 
present  is  largely  office  business  and  the  care 
of  estates. 

Mr.  Hall  has  always  been  a  Democrat  in 
politics,  acting  first  with  the  Hardshells,  led 
by  Dickinson,  and  with  the  War  Democrats 
after  the  Civil  War  broke  out.  At  a  meeting 
of  the  Village  Council,  of  which  he  was  then 
a  member,  he  moved  the  first  appropriation  of 
money  by  the  village  of  Hinghamton  to  aid  in 
raising  troops.  He  was  active  in  the  enlist- 
ment of  recruits  for  the  army,  and  adminis- 
tered the  oath  of  allegiance  to  nearly  every 
member  of  the  three  companies  raised  in  this 
vicinity  for  .Slocum's  Twenty-seventh  New 
York.  Mr.  Hall  hail  a  taste  and  inclination 
for  political  life;  but  Demecracy  was  not  a 
merchantable  article  in  this  county  for  nearly 
twenty-five  years,  and  he  did  not  care  to 
change  his  opinions  for  the  sake  of  office. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  to  bring  forward  in 
this  county  the  name  of  Mr.  Cleveland  for 
Governor,  having  known  him  in  Buffalo,  and 
supported  him  heartily  in  the  three  camjiaigns 
in  which  he  was  a  candidate. 


Mr.  Hall  has  frec|uently  written  upon  mat- 
ters of  public  interest.  In  1854  he  published 
an  article  entitled  "Why  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise should  be  repealed."  This  was  ex- 
tensively copied,  with  more  or  less  favorable 
comment.  The  Albany  Art^/zs,  the  Rochester 
Advertiser^  tiie  .Syracuse  Ripnblicait,  and  the 
liichmontl  F.xanii)icr  were  extravagant  in  its 
praise;  while  the  Albany  Evening  Journal 
was  not  suited  with  it  at  all.  He  has  also 
published  articles  on  the  relations  of  the 
States  and  the  general  government,  on  tlie  cur- 
rency, on  education,  and  other  subjects. 

Mr.  Charles  S.  Hall  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried, first  to  Mary  R.  Harris,  of  Ballston 
Spa,  and  second  to  Annie  H.  Knowlton,  of 
Richwood,  Ohio.  The  children  of  the  first 
mnrriagc  were:  Louise  Harris,  born  March 
17,  1858,  died  September  4,  1858;  Charles 
Harris,  born  March  19,  iS6o(Yale,  18S3)  — 
has  a  son,  Fairfax  Hall;  Arnold  Harris,  born 
May  5,  1S63,  died  April  9,  [885;  Samuel 
Holden  Parsons,  born  October  10,  1868,  and 
is  married.  By  the  second  marriage:  Lyman 
Knowlton,  born  December  10,  1892,  died 
July  23,  1893.  Mr.  Hall  resides  in  ]5ing- 
hamton,  on  the  west  hank  of  the  Chenango,  in 
a  house  he  built  for  himself  in  1S55. 


§AM1-:S  S.  MINOR  is  a  well-known  and 
highly  esteemed  business  man  of  De- 
posit, proprietor  and  manager  of 
Minor's  Manufacturing  Company  of  that 
place,  one  of  the  jironiinent  and  representa- 
tive enterprises   of   Deposit,  and   contributing 
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not  a  little  to  its  prosperity  and  importance. 
Mr.  Minor's  paternal  grandfather,  I'hilo 
Minor,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  being 
born  in  that  State,  May  3,  1781.  He  became 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Chenango  County,  New 
York,  where  he  followed  the  useful  and  time- 
honored  occupation  of  farming,  and  became  a 
popular  and  higlily  respected  citizen  of  his 
locality.  Mis  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Polly  Stilson,  was  born  March  26,  1783,  and 
died  February  6,  1848.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philo 
Minor  had  a  large  family,  six  of  whom,  three 
boys  and  three  girls,  attained  maturity. 

George  Minor,  one  of  their  sons,  was  born 
November  3,  1S03,  was  reareil  on  the  farm, 
and  when  a  young  man  came  to  Deposit, 
where  he  obtained  employment  with  Martial 
R.  Hulce,  a  well-known  citizen,  who  was 
then  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  at  that 
place.  After  remaining  here  for  some  time 
Mr.  Minor  returned  to  Chenango  County, 
built  a  store,  engaged  in  mercantile  business, 
and  dealt  to  some  extent  in  pine  lumber. 
The  lumber  was  hauled  across  country  by 
team  to  Deposit,  where  it  was  made  into  rafts 
on  the  river,  and  thus  floated  down  to  the 
Philadelphia  market.  The  business  increased 
in  e.Ntent  and  importance;  and  Mr.  Minor, 
finding  his  financial  prospects  improving  so 
rapidly,  made  an  esjiecial  effort,  and  invested 
the  bulk  of  his  profits  in  a  large  supply  of 
this  useful  product  of  the  forests,  which  he 
had  on  the  river  in  rafts,  when  a  freshet 
occurred  which  swept  away  the  lumber  and 
his  fortune  at  the  same  time.  This  would 
have  discouraged   most   men;  but    Mr.    Minor 


met  his  bad  luck  with  fortitude,  and  went  to 
work  anew.  Receiving  an  inheritance  from 
his  father,  he  used  it  to  apply  on  his  debts, 
and  by  dint  of  industry  and  economy  finally 
succeeded  in  clearing  off  all  his  indebtedness 
and  meeting  every  obligation,  paying  one 
hundred  cents  on  the  dollar  —  an  example  of 
business  honor  and  fidelity  that  might  be 
copied  to  advantage  by  firms  and  individuals 
of  to-day.  Mr.  George  Minor  died  September 
18,  1880.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to 
Miss  Maria  L.  Wattles,  who  died,  leaving 
two  children,  and  second  to  the  mother  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Miss  Ann  Eliza 
Smith,  who  was  born  in  Delaware  County  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Ralph  Smith.  The  latter 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  where  he  was 
born  in  Chatham,  Middlesex  County,  March 
2,  1780.  He  died  in  Deposit,  N.Y.,  January 
17,   1850. 

James  S.  Minor  was  born  in  Deposit,  Janu- 
ary 19,  1S40;  and  it  was  in  tlie  following 
year  that  his  parents  removed  to  Chenango 
County.  He  laid  the  foundations  of  a  good 
and  substantial  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  his  locality,  which  were  of  a  high 
degree  of  excellence.  He  later  attended  the 
seminary  at  Deposit,  and  spent  two  terms 
at  the  Delaware  Literary  Institute.  He  im-> 
proved  his  o|)portunities,  became  an  excellent 
scholar,  and  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  the 
town  of  Deposit,  Delaware  County,  during 
one  winter,  and  during  another  in  Chenango 
County.  The  money  he  earned  in  the  latter 
place  he  turned  over  to  his  father  to  be  ap- 
plied upon  the  latter's  debts.      He  was  at  this 
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time  about  twenty  years  old;  and,  making  up 
liis  mind  to  obtain  some  regular  employment, 
lie  came  to  Deposit  that  year  with  a  cash  capi- 
tal of  just  one  dollar.  He  first  obtained  a 
situation  as  clerk  in  a  store,  receiving  for  his 
services  for  the  first  year  seventy  dollars  and 
liis  board,  and  for  the  second  year  ten  dollars 
per  month.  Me  was  industrious,  and  applied 
Iiimself  earnestly  to  business  and  to  obtaining 
a  close  insight  into  business  methods.  Dur- 
ing this  time  he  became  acquainted  with 
C.  M.  Putnam,  of  tliis  place,  who  had  some 
capital;  and  an  agreement  was  reached  be- 
tween tliem  by  which  a  partnership  was 
formed  under  the  name  of  Putnam  &  Riinor. 
They  bought  out  the  store  of  N.  A.  Eggles- 
ton,  which  they  conducted,  and  where  Mr. 
Minor  was  engaged  in  taking  care  of  the  bus- 
iness in  1S62.  They  were  very  prosperous, 
and  continued  the  partnership  until  1886, 
when  .they  dissolve(;l.  The  attention  of  Mr. 
Minor  was  then  directed  to  manufacturing 
interests;  and,  after  looking  over  the  ground, 
he  established  a  plant  for  the  manufacture  of 
shirts,  overalls,  and  other  articles  in  the  line 
of  men's  furnishing  goods,  putting  in  machin- 
ery and  stock  to  the  amount  of  five  thousand 
dollars,  and  thus  tlie  Minor's  Manufacturing 
Company  was  inaugurated.  The  first  three 
years  of  the  firm's  existence  were  not  very 
successful  ones,  and  the  outlook  was  rather 
discouraging;  but  Mr.  Minor  was  not  a  man 
to  give  up  easily,  and  simply  renewed  his 
efforts,  his  persistence  being  finally  rewarded 
by  larger  sales  and  a  rajiidly  increasing  de- 
mand for  the  gncxls  manufactured    by  the  firm. 


At  the  present  time  the  business  done  amounts 
to  about  eighteen  thousand  dollars  per  year, 
and  furnishes  employment  to  about  fifteen 
hands.  It  is  one  of  the  sound  and  substantial 
business  enterprises  of  De|)osit,  and  has  done 
much  to  advance  the  prosperity  and  enhance 
the  progress  of  the  village.  Mr.  Minor  is 
also  closely  connected  with  other  flourishing 
business  enterprises.  Among  them  he  owns, 
in  company  with  his  brother,  A.  P.  Minor, 
the  Deposit  Marble  Works,  which  they  pur- 
chased together  in  1S84.  lie  also  owns  two 
farms,  which  come  under  his  management, 
and  is  besides  the  administrator  of  quite  a 
large  estate,  lie  is  also  a  stockJiolder  and 
present  Treasurer  of  the  Deposit  Water- 
works, and  takes  an  active  interest  in  most  of 
tlie  matters  that  concern  the  welfare  of  the 
village   and    the   surrounding   country. 

Mr.  James  S.  Minor  married  Miss  Mary  E. 
Harrows,  daughter  of  Ilenry  Burrows,  whose 
father  was  Hubbard  Burrows,  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut and  a  pioneer  of  Delaware  County. 
Henry  Burrows  was  a  lifelong  resident  of 
Deposit.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife, 
mother  of  Mrs.  Minor,  was  Cynthia  Smith. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  James  .Smitli,  and  was 
born  in  April,  iSii,  in  Cortland  County, 
New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Minor  are  the 
parents  of  eight  children  now  living,  namely: 
George  H.,  a  graduate  of  Hamilton  College  at 
Clinton,  N.Y.,  and  now  Assistant  Professor 
of  Mathematics  in  the  North-western  Uni- 
versity at  Evanston,  111.;  William  15.,  a  grad- 
uate of  the  I'hil.idelphia  Dental  College, 
practising    in    Deposit;    I lenrietta  J.,  a  gradu- 
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ate  of  the  Normal  School  at  New  Paltz,  N.Y., 
and  now  a  teacher  in  Deposit;  James  A.,  a 
Senior  at  Hamilton  College;  Harriet  M.,  now 
in  her  second  year  at  Smith  College,  North- 
ampton, Mass. ;  Ralph,  a  graduate  of  Deposit 
Union  School,  who  will  enter  college  in  the 
fall  of  1894;  Clark  and  Edith,  now  attending 
the  Deposit  Union  School.  Mr.  Minor  takes 
a  deep  interest  in  educational  matters,  and,  as 
will  be  seen,  is  taking  pains  to  secure  to  his 
children  that  advanceil  cultivation  of  the  in- 
tellectual faculties  that  will  place  them  in  a 
position  to  grasp  the  best  of  life's  opjiortuni- 
ties,  antl  fit  them  for  taking  a  part  and  per- 
forming good  service  in  the  highest  spheres  of 
human  activity.  He  has  been  largely  instru- 
mental in  raising  the  standard  of  the  schools 
in  Deposit  and  in  the  establishment  of  the 
present  admirable  system. 

Politically,  Mr.  Minor  is  a  Republican, 
and  indorses  the  national  platform  of  that 
party.  In  religion  he  is  a  Presbyterian  of 
broad  and  liberal  views.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  influential  members  of  that  church  in- 
Deposit,  is  very  active  in  church  work,  and  is 
at  present  Deacon  and  Treasurer  in  the 
church  of  his  choice,  toward  the  building  of 
which  he  contributed* liberally  of  his  means. 
He  has  also  assistctl  in  the  construction  and 
establishment  of  other  Protestant  churches, 
and  has  not  been  found  wanting  when  called 
u[)nn  to  give  both  moral  and  fuiancial  aid  to 
benevolent  and  Christian  enterprises  of  vari- 
ous kinds.  His  life  has  been  one  of  industry 
and  active  exertion;  and  all  his  labors  have 
been   directed   by  a  high   moral   sense   of    re- 


sponsibility to  himself,  to  humanity,  and  to 
God.  He  has  ever  borne  the  Golden  Rule  in 
mind  in  his  dealings  with  his  fellow-men,  and 
has  so  won  their  confidence  and  esteem.  The 
publishers  take  much  satisfaction  in  present- 
ing with  this  brief  narrative  of  Mr.  Minor's 
career  a  more  graphic  representation  of  his 
personality  as  depicted  in  the  accompanying 
portrait,  feeling  sure  that  it  will  be  appreci- 
ated by  the  readers  of  this  volume. 


EAP'AVmTK  PIPPY,  an  enterprising 
agriculturist  of  the  town  of  Sanford, 
"■^^  Proome  County,  N.Y.,  was  born  on 
April  27,  1856,  in  a  humble  log  cabin  about 
one  mile  from  where  his  present  handsome 
dwelling  stands.  His  parents,  Gaius  Halsey 
and  Miranda  (Van  Horn)  Bilby,  were  natives 
of  Delaware  County.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Joseph  Bilby,  was_also  a  native  of  that 
county,  being  by  occupation  a  farmer,  and 
dying  there  at  an  advanced  age.  Gaius 
Bilby,  after  reaching  the  age  of  manhood, 
removed  to  Broome  County,  and  worked  out 
for  four  dollars  a  month  in  the  town  of  San- 
fortl.  He  was  economical  and  industrious,; 
and  saved  enough  from  his  wages  to  purchase  ' 
ninety-six  acres  of  land,  for  which  he  pai(J 
tliree  dollars  per  acre.  In  addition  tO  farm- 
ing, which  he  carried  on  all  his  life,  owning 
about  five  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  at 
one  time,  he  dealt  also  in  lumber.  He  has 
divided  his  farms  among  his  sons,  and  now,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-seven  years,  lives,  retired 
from  business,  at   North   Sanford.      Mr.  Bilby 
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was  twice  married;  and  six  children  were 
born  to  him,  namely:  Mrs.  Laura  IJaskerville, 
of  Delaware  County;  Charles,  of  Dejjosit, 
N.Y.;  Lafayette,  of  Sanford;  Dewitt,  of 
Masonville,  JJclaware  County;  Emmerson  and 
Ernest,  also  of  Sanford.  The  father  is  a  Re- 
publican in  his  politics. 

Lafayette  Bilby  grew  to  manhood  in  the 
town  of  Sanford,  and  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  this  place.  Me  early  turned 
his  attention  to  farming,  and  assisted  in 
clearing  much  of  his  father's  land,  and  was 
also  engaged  in  the  lumber  Ijusiness,  running 
his  rafts  down  the  Delaware  to  Philadelphia, 
where  tiiey  were  sold.  lie  resides  on  the  old 
Samuel  liilby  farni,  which  now  consists  of  two 
himdred  and  fift)'  acres,  he  having  just  dis- 
posed of  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres.  On 
this  place  he  conducts  a  good  dairy  farm, 
keeping  from  thirty  to  forty  head  of  Holstein 
cattle;  and  the  average  product  per  day  is 
about  two  hundred  quarts  of  milk,  which  he 
sells.  Mr.  Billiy  has  a  herd  of  some  thirty 
heat!  of  sheep,  which  he  finds  a  paying  in- 
vestment. He  is  a  i)rogressive  and  enterpris- 
ing farmer,  and  everything  about  his  place  is 
neat  and  substantial.  In  1885  he  built  his 
present  comfortable  residenct',  in  which  he 
ami  his  wife  enjoy  tlie  comforts  of  modern 
lile  and  dispense  a  cordial  hospitality  to 
a  numerous  circle  of  pleasant  friends  and 
neighbors. 

Mr.  Bilby  was  married  December  22,  1875, 
to  Miss  Martha  Smith,  whose  parents,  Louis 
and  Hannah  (Tarhox)  Smith,  resitled  in  Iowa. 
Her  father  was  a  farmer,  and   died    at    the  age 


of  forty-five  years.  Her  mother  passed  the 
last  years  of  lier  life  in  the  home  of  Mrs. 
IJilby,  dying  here  when  she  was  seventy-seven 
years  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bilhy  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  ICpiscopal  church  at  North 
Sanford,  of  which  they  arc  liberal  and  earnest 
supporters  anil  activi;  in  its  charitable  works. 
Mr.  liilby  is  one  of  the  most  extensive 
farmers  in  this  vicinity,  is  energetic  ami 
industrious;  and  his  successful  career  makes 
him  an  authority  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
agriculture.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers' 
Grange  at  Deposit,  and  is  connected  with  the 
Republican  party  in  politics. 


[^R1-:M0NT  L.  \VlIITy\KICR,  anindustri- 
lus  and  enterprising  young  farmer  of 
the  town  of  Hinghamton,  N.Y.,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Jessuj),  Suscpiehanna  County, 
Pa.,  November  iS,  1S63.  He  is  a  grandson 
of  the  late  Clark  H.  Whitaker,  a  sturdy  citi- 
zen of  Vermont,  wlio  removed  from  the  Green 
Mountain  State  to  IVnnsylvania,  taking  up  a 
tract  of  land  in  Hi-aiU'ord  Cijunty,  and  there 
carrying  on  farming,  Ijesides  his  trade  of  car- 
penter. Later  .in  life  he  removed  to  New 
York  State,  where  he  tiled  at  the  age  of 
eighty-seven. 

Syh-ester  .S.  Whitaker,  son  of  Clark,  and 
the  father  of  P^-emont,  was  born  in  Penns)'l- 
vania,  and  receixed  his  education  in  the  dis-. 
trict  schools.  He  resided  with  his  father, 
assisting  him  in  the  care  of  the  farm,  and 
removed  with  him  to  the  State  of  New  York. 
In  1893  S}lvester   S.  Whitaker   Ijought  a  farm 
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in  Port  Crane,  N.Y.,  where  lie  still  resides. 
His  wife  before  nianiage  was  Miss  Osee  Mc- 
Keeby;  and  four  cliildren  were  born  to  them, 
namely:  Fremont  L.;  Adelbert;  Susy,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two ;  and  Matthew. 
The  mother  died  on  February  19,  1887,  aged 
fifty-two  years.  Having  finished  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools,  Fremont  L.  Whit- 
aker  chose  farming  for  his  life  occupation. 
He   first  worked   for  his  father  for  two  years. 

In  1886  he  was  married  to  Rliss  Clara 
Powers,  daughter  of  F.  W.  Powers,  of  the 
town  of  Worcester,  Otsego  County,  N.Y., 
and  went  to  the  farm  of  his  father-in-law, 
where  he  remained  two  years  more,  lie  then 
accepted  a  position  on  the  large  farm  in 
Broome  County  of  Henry  A.  Sheldon,  a  resi- 
dent of  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  and  remained 
there  for  three  years.  In  1892  he  purchased 
his  present  farm,  where  he  carries  on  a  pro- 
ductive and  paying  business.  In  their  beau- 
tiful home  Mr.  and  Mrs.  VVhitaker  have  their 
domestic  life  made  doubly  happy  by  the  pres- 
ence of  two  lovely  children,  Everett  and 
Irving. 

Although  but  thirty  years  of  age,  Mr. 
Whitaker  has  already  illustrated  in  his  life 
the  results  of  ambitious'and  energetic  indus- 
try. From  his  earliest  years  he  has  not  been 
afraid  of  work;  and  his  consequent  prosi)erity 
has  been,  under  Providence,  the  result  of  his 
steady  application.  He  and  his  wife  are  con- 
sistent, faithful  members  of  the  Methodist 
church.  Mr.  Whitaker's  first  vote  was  cast 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he 
has  since  advocated  its  interests  and   its  prin- 


ciples on  every  occasion  offered.  Most  espe- 
cially does  he  prove  his  loyalty  to  his  party 
in  doing  his  duty  a.s  a  citizen  at  the  polls. 
In  his  married  life,  his  wife  being  a  lady  of 
pleasing  qualities  of  mind  and  character,  and 
blessed  with  a  happy  disposition,  Mr.  Whit- 
aker has  been  especially  fortunate;  and  to  her 
interest  and  help  in  his  affairs  he  owes  much 
of  his  present  prosperity. 


RTHUR  H.  DOOLITTLE,  A.B.,  ar- 
chitect, contractor,  and  builder,  was 
born  in  Ouaquaga,  Broome  County, 
N.Y.,  August  23,  1853,  son  of  Warren  and 
Lucinda  (Wooster)  Doolittle..  His  great- 
great-grandfather  came  to  this  county  from 
Connecticut,  and  was  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising and  intelligent  of  the  pioneers  who 
settled  in  these  parts.  Warren  Doolittle  and 
his  father  were  farmers  and  lumbermen,  being 
particularly  successful  in  the  latter  business, 
and  were  well-to-do  men  of  their  town.  Mrs. 
Lucinda  W.  Doolittle  was  a  native  of  Broome 
County,  and  she  and  her  husband  still  live  on 
the  home  farm.  Their  son  Arthur  received 
his  elementary  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  neighborhood,  going  later  to 
Oberlin  College,  where  he  was  graduated  as 
A.B.  in  1872.  He  came  to  Binghamton, 
N.Y.,  and  engaged  in  carpentering,  taking  a 
position  as  foreman  with  A.  W.  Reynokls, 
as  he  desired  to  learn  the  practical  jiart  of 
contracting  and  building.  This  was  about 
1878,  as  he  had  remained  on  the  farm  for  a 
few  years  after   finishing  school    before  decid- 
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ing  on  his  line  of  work.  He  remained  with 
Mr.  Reynolds  for  seven  years,  and  in  1885 
began  business  for  himself  as  a  contractor  and 
builder. 

Me  erected  many  of  the  prominent  build- 
ings in  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  and  its  vicinity, 
and  early  in  1892  opened  an  office  as  archi- 
tect. During  the  busy  season  he  employs 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  skilled  workmen.  l?y 
his  own  energy  and  ability  Mr.  Uoolittle  has 
become  one  of  the  solid,  successful  business 
men  of  Binghamton,  a  citizen  who  stands 
high  in  the  favor  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
dealings,  being  tlioi'oughly  upright  and  hon- 
est, lie  is  a  member  of  the  Improved  Order 
of  Red  Men.  Mr.  Doolittle's  office  is  Room 
26,  Ross  Block.  He  and  his  wife,  who  was 
Miss  Fronia  Mayo,  of  Ouaquaga,  are  active 
and  devoted  members  of  the  First  Presbyte- 
rian  Church. 


lAJOR  FRl'DERICK  M.  HAL- 
I.OC'K,  who  received  his  title  for 
gallant  and  meritorious  services 
on  the  field  of  battle  in  the  nation's  liour  of 
peril,  is  now,  after  having  been  for  some 
years  actively  engaged  in  business  in  differ- 
ent jilaces,  residing  in  Bingliamton,  N.Y.,  at 
No.  3  River  Terrace.  He  was  born  in  Col- 
linsville,  Lewis  County,  N.Y.,  November  2, 
1840,  a  son  of  George  and  Cynthia  (Carter) 
Ilallock.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Rufus 
Hallock,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  farmers  of 
Lewis  Count)',  and  a  man  of  excellent  educa- 
tion, liaving  been  graduated  at  Yale  College. 
He  was  an   uncle  of   Major-General    Ilallock, 


of  the  United  States  Army.  He  had  consider- 
able influence  in  the  country,  .and  assisted 
materially  in  its  social  and  political  ilevel- 
opment.  The  family  trace  their  ancestry  to 
Peter  Hallock,  who  apjiears  to  have  cast  his 
lot  with  the  American  colonists  as  early  as 
1640,  ILillock's  Neck,  L.  L,  being  named 
after  him.  Peter  Ilallock,  who  was  in  his 
day  a  wealthy  man,  loaned  the  government 
money,  and  receivctl  a  deed  for  a  large  tract 
of  land  on  Long   Island. 

George  Hallock,  son  of  Rufus,  was  a  prom- 
inent contractor  and  builder.  He  removed 
to  Little  Lakes,  N.Y.,  where  he  lived  twelve 
years,  and  while  there  served  as  Coimty  Clerk 
of  Herkimer  County.  He  tiled  at  his  home 
in  Lewis  County,  while  his  son  Frederick  was 
yet  in  school.  The  youth  received  a  fair  eilu- 
cation  at  Lowville,  Lewis  County,  N.Y.; 
but,  unfortunately,  the  death  of  his  father 
interfered  to  soine  extent  with  his  opportuni- 
ties for  study.  In  1S59  he  came  to  Bingham- 
ton, and  engage<l  as  clerk  for  Kelley,  Ilallock 
&  Cook,  who  were  in  tlie  dry-goods  trade, 
remaining  thus  employetl  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Civil  \Var,  when  he  assisted  in 
recruiting  Company  A,  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-seventh  Regiment,  New  York  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  going  into  the  service  as  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant.  They  started  out  in  the 
spring  of  1S62,  and  were  a  |)art  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  He  saw  hard  service  and'a 
good  deal  of  it,  participating  in  many  battles, 
among  them  the  following:  I'redericksburg, 
Chancellorsville,  White  Oak  Church,  Mine 
Run,     W'iklorness,    Ciett)sbuig,    and    Bealeton 
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Station.  He  was  promoted  to  the  position  of 
First  Lieutenant  of  Company  E,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Tiiirty-seventh  Regiment,  acting  as 
Adjutant  during  the  battle  of  Chanccllors- 
ville.  He  was  appointed  to  a  position  on  the 
staff  of  General  Robinson,  and  was  with  him 
during  the  war,  being  in  the  service  three 
years  and  three  months.  He  was  offered  by 
Governor  Seymour,  during  a  Hag  presentation 
at  Albany,  the  Colonelcy  of  the  Seventeenth 
Cavalry.  At  Gettysburg  he  was  captured  by 
the  Confederates,  but  succeeded  in  making 
his  escape.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was 
brevetted  Major,  and  returned  to  his  home, 
having  taken  part  in  one  of  the  greatest  con- 
flicts the  world  has  ever  known. 

Upon  his  return  from  the  army  Major  Hal- 
lock  first  engaged  in  business  at  Saginaw, 
Mich.,  where  he  remained  three  years,  then, 
returning  to  Hinghamton,  took  up  the  clotli- 
ing  trade,  which  he  continued  for  thirteen 
years.  When  oil  was  discovered  at  Bradford, 
I'a.,  he  became  largely  interested  there,  and 
was  the  first  man  who  struck  a  paying  well  at 
Olean,  N.Y.  He  continued  actively  and  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  the  oil  business  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  still  retains  some  interest  and 
owns  some  land  in  tlu?  oil  tlistricts.  He 
made  money,  and  has  travelled  extensively, 
both  in  this  country  and  abroad.  He  was  at 
the  Sandwich  Islands  when  "my  Commis- 
sioner Blount"  pulled  down  the  American 
flag  without  being  shot  on  the  spot.  During 
the  last  year  he  has  been  a  Trustee  of  the 
Binghamton  Board  of  Trade  and  a  Director  in 
the  North  Side   bilmira   Street    Railroad.      He 


was  married  January  15,  1868,  to  Josephine 
liaton,  of  Detroit,  Mich.  They  have  one 
daughter,   Helen    ICaton    Hallock. 


(S>r-LEXANDER  McDOWELL,  Esq.,  a 
ryjA  retired  attorney  of  Whitney's  Point, 
V — '  N.Y.,  was  born  in  Otsego  County, 
at  Huntsville,  now  Otsego,  November  29, 
1820.  His  [laterual  grandfatlier,  who  was- 
born  in  Scotland,  emigrated  to  America  dur- 
ing the  h'rench  war,  when  a  young  man,  and 
became  the  father  of  a  very  large  family. 
His  son  Robert,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Albany  County,  1773,  and  died  in 
the  town  of  Lisle,  Broome  County,  in  1852, 
aged  seventy-nine. 

Robert  McDowell  niarrietl  Margaret  Wiles, 
who  was  born  on  the  Mohawk  in  1780.  The 
family  moved  to  Lisle  in  1S38.  She  died 
that  year,  leaving  five  chiklren,  of  whom  four 
were  sons,  Alexander  being  the  youngest 
child,  and  now  the  only  survivor  (jf  the  fam- 
ily. The  first  to  answer  the  summons  of 
death  was  Henry,  a  farmer  of  Cicero,  Onon- 
daga County,  who  died  when  past  middle  life, 
leaving  a  widow  and  one  daughter.  George 
McDowell  died  in  Marathon,  at  fifty-two 
years,  leaving  a  widow  and  five  children, 
three  of  whom  were  sons.  Christopher  John 
McDowell  was  a  lawyer  of  ability,  who  died 
at  Liberty,  Steuben  County,  in  August,  1877, 
at  sixty-six,  leaving  a  valuable  estate  to  his 
widow,  three  sons,  and  two  daughters.  He 
was  a  Republican  after  its  birth  from  the 
Whig   party,    .uul    held   the   office  of    District 
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Attorney  several  terms.  Kliza,  the  only 
(laiii^hter,  wiilow  of  Henry  Glower,  died  in 
Minnesota  in  the  winter  of  1S91,  leaving 
eight  children,  all  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances.     Her   husband   died    in    Troupsburg. 

The  early  life  of  Alexander  McDowell  was 
one  of  constant  labor  and  continual  hardship. 
He  attended  the  district  school  in  his  boyhood, 
and  was  a  good  student.  Soon  after  his 
mother's  death  he  left  home,  and  worked  at 
farming  by  the  month.  He  had  inherited 
much  of  the  spirit  and  self-reliance  of  his 
sturdy  Scotch  ancestry;  and,  as  hope  and 
ambition  spurred  him  on  tlirougji  difficulties 
that  would  seem  insurmountable  to  the  aver- 
age youth,  he  felt  that  there  was  no  such  word 
as  "fail."  He  was  first  employed  on  the  farm 
of  Pardon  I  lowland  at  ten  dollars  per  month. 
The  wliole  year  around  he  was  kept  hauling 
lumber.  His  day's  work  began  at  four  in  the 
morning,  and  was  seldom  over  before  nine  in 
tlic  evening.  He  saw  no  fire  in  the  daytime, 
except  on  Sundays;  and  his  feet  wei"e  frozen 
several  times  that  winter.  He  was  given  no 
dinner;  but,  thimigh  cold  and  dreariness  and 
hunger,  lie  sliuggled  on,  determined  to  con- 
c|uer  his  hard  fortune.  He  next  worked  for 
H.  McCall  at  farm  lalior  Tor  thirteen  dollars 
per  month.  He  remained  witii  Mr.  McCall 
four  years,  and  found  him  a  kind  cmi)loyer; 
and,  from  the  length  of  his  stay,  it  is  to  be 
concluded  that  Mr.  McCall  was  well  satisfied 
with  his  work. 

While  working  tlicte,  young  McDowell  bor- 
rowetl  a  law  book  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and    became   ileeply  interested    in  the  study  of 


law.  He  bought  the  borrowed  book  for 
seventy-five  cents,  and  soon  afterward  bought 
three  more  law  books,  and  improved  every 
spare  moment,  night  and  day,  in  applying 
himself  to  the  study  of  his  small  but  precious 
library.  His  first  case  was  July  7,  1S43,  in 
the  Justice  Court,  while  he  was  yet  a  farm 
laborer  —  a  civil  suit,  in  which  he  was  for  the 
plaintiff,  and  obtained  a  verdict  of  twenty-four 
dollars  and  fifty  cents.  Ihit  few  knew  that  he 
was  studying  law  up  to  this  time,  and  this 
success  gave  him  a  reimtation  at  once.  The 
next  year  he  was  examined  at  Binghamton  by 
Judge  Griswold  ami  Osborne  Pirdsall  and  a 
third  lawyer,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Broome 
County  courts.  September  5,  1848,  he  was 
examined  under  the  new  law,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  every  court  in  the  State.  All  of 
this  time  he  was  his  own  teacher.  From  that 
time  up  to  1S83,  a  period  of  forty  years,  Mr. 
McDowell  was  in  constant  practice.  About 
tlie  latter  date  he  closed  up  the  cases  he  had 
on  hand,  and  has  taken  no  cases  since,  being 
satisfied  to  retire  after  so  long  a  service.  He 
was  in  the  Demncr.Uic  r.mks  up  to  18S5,  and 
since  then  he  has  been  identifieil  with  the 
Prohibitionists.  He  has  generally  escaped 
office,  ami  has  the  honor  of  being  on  the  Pro- 
hibition ticket  for  the  Assembly. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  married  March  9,  1S43, 
to  Miss  Susan  Howell,  of  Delaware  County. 
She  died  December  i,  1SS2,  at  seventy-three, 
without  issue.  He  was  again  married  .Sej)- 
tember,  18S3,  to  Miss  Mary  IC.  Burt,  of 
Lisle,  only  child  nf  Jairus  and  Miriam 
(Ogden)     Burt.      Her    father    died     in     1847. 
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Hur  mother  remained  a  widow.  She  still 
survives,  though  quite  feeble,  at  seventy-eight 
years  of  age,  and  resides  witli  her  daugliter. 
Nine  years  ago  Mr.  MeDowell  jHirchased  of 
Mrs.  Seymour  the  fine  home  which  the  family 
now  occupy.  He  has  owned  many  different 
farms  in  this  vicinity,  and  has  a  good  one  in 
Nanticoke. 

Mr.  McDowell  lias  never  used  tobacco  or 
strong  drink  in  any  form.  He  belongs  to  no 
society,  and  has  subscribed  to  no  creed;  and, 
though  he  started  out  without  any  cash  capi- 
tal, and  at  seventeen  years  of  age  even  pur- 
chased his  time  of  his  father,  for  which  he 
paid  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  he  has 
been  variously  estimated  to  be  worth  from 
thirty  thousaiul  to  forty  thousand  dollars. 
He  is  considered  a  thoroughly  conscientious 
and  upriglit  man  in  public  and  private  life, 
as  well  as  one  of  the  most  wealthy  men 
of  this  place.  Ilaviiig  retired  from  active 
business  after  a  long,  useful,  antl  hcjnorable 
career,  he  is  now,  in  his  seventy-fourth  year, 
in  the  perfect  enjoyment  of  all  his  faculties, 
and  of  an  enviable  reputation.  lie  is  a  gentle- 
man of  stately  presence  and  manners,  at  once 
dignified  and  pleasing.  ]^y  the  assiduities  of 
his  estimable  wife,  tiie  iKtme  is  made  attrac- 
tive and  life  cheerful. 


iLARENCK  M.  HLOOMI'.R,  a  promi- 
nent tlry-goods  dealer  of  Binghaniton, 
doing  business  at  140  Washington 
Street,  was  born  April  i,  1862.  I-Iis  father, 
Alva  Bloomer,  was  born  near  Carmel  Village, 


Putnam  County,  N.Y.,  April  18,  1827,  and 
was  a  son  of  Coles  Bloomer,  who  was  born 
in  North  Salem,  Westchester  County,  N.Y., 
March  2,  1795.  Coles  ]51oomer  married 
Louise  Ferris,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Patter- 
son, Putnam  County,  N.Y.,  August  18,  1802. 
They  removetl  from  Westchester  to  Putnam 
County,  and  from  there  to  Broome  County  in 
the  winter  of  i8j6,  making  the  journey  over- 
land with  teams.  Mr.  Bloomer  purchased  a 
farm  near  the  jjresent  site  of  Lester  Shire, 
and  resided  tliere  many  years,  later  removing 
to  Binghaniton,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty-nine,  highly  respected  by  a  large  circle 
of  friends.  His  wife's  death  occurred  Sep- 
tember 20,  1S81.  They  reared  twelve  cliil- 
dren,  who  became  useful  and  active  members 
of  the  community. 

Alva  Bloomer  receivetl  his  education  in  the 
common  schools,  ami  at  the  old  ]5iiigliamton 
Academy,  and  in  1S47  commenced  the  work 
of  lile  by  engaging  as  a  clerk  in  the  employ 
of  B.  I'.  Sisson  &  Co.,  dry-goods  dealers. 
He  remained  in  this  establishment  four  years, 
after  which  lie  went  into  business  for  himself, 
opening  in  1851  a  general  store  at  No.  62-64 
Court  Street,  IMnghamton.  In  1856  he  sold 
out  the  business,  and  started  for  California  via 
the  isthmus.  He  engaged  in  mining,  and 
was  tlie  Postmaster  at  Marysville,  Cal.,  for 
two  years.  After  four  years  of  successful  en- 
terprise and  industry  at  that  place  he  returned 
to  Binghaniton,  and  once  more  engaged  in  the 
dr)'-goods  business,  which  he  continued  imtil 
the  autumn  of  1S68,  when  he  retired  for 
a    while    from    active    affairs.      In    1870    Mr. 
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151oomcr  ai^ain  cni^aycd  in  tlio  dry-goods  busi- 
ness, conducting  il  on  the  rct;iil  plan  until 
1S83,  when  he  commenced  a  wholesale  traile, 
which  soon  assumed  considerable  dimensions, 
giving  employment  to  several  commercial 
travellers  and  being  extended  throughout 
Southern  New  York  and  Northern  Penn- 
sylvania. 

On  July  14,  1S61,  Mr.  Alva  Bloomer  mar- 
ried Miss  Julia  Munsell,  daughter  of  George 
Munsell,  who  was  a  native  of  New  London, 
Conn.,  and  was  a  pioneer  of  Binghaniton,  at 
one  time  owning  a  large  tract  of  land  now 
included  within  the  city  limits.  lie  built 
the  first  frame  house  in  the  city,  its  site 
being  where  the  Hotel  Bennett  is  now  lo- 
cated; and  also  the  second,  which  was  erected 
on  the  spot  that  afterward  became  the  site  of 
the  old  Oi)era  House.  He  tlied  in  Aj^ril, 
1863.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mary  Curtis,  was  1)orn  in  Oblong,  N.Y.;  and 
her  death  occurred  in  May,  1S62.  Alva 
Bloomer  was  a  quiet  and  unassmning  man,  of 
simple  tastes,  attentive  to  business,  and  care- 
ful in  the  jjerformance  of  his  duties  as  a  man 
and  citizen.  He  served  the  city  as  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Health;  and  his  death,  which 
took  place  November  24,  1891,  caused  sorrow 
in  man)'  hearts.  He  aiu!  his  wife  were  the 
parents  of  but  one  child,  whose  name  heads 
the  present  sketch. 

Clarence  M.  Bloomer  received  liis  educa- 
tion in  the  [lublic  schools  of  ]5inghamton,  and 
alter  his  studies  were  completed  went  into 
business  with  his  father,  after  his  father's 
death   taking   charire   of   the   business  as   heir 


and  administrator.  The  establishment  of 
wliicli  he  is  the  head  occu[iies  two  floors  one 
hundred  feet  deep,  and  gives  employment  to 
ten  clerks,  being  one  of  the  most  substantial 
business  firms  of  its  kind  in  the  city.  Mr. 
liloomer  is  an  energetic  and  popular  young 
man,  who  is  making  his  mark  in  business 
circles,  and  has  an  extended  acquaintance 
among  the  best  young  men  of  his  city.  He 
is  a  member  of  Alert  Hose  Company,  No.  2, 
of  which  he  has  been  Treasurer  for  a  number 
of  years,  and,  having  served  the  allotteil 
term,  is  now  exempt  from  active  duty.  He 
resides  with  his  mother  in  a  handsome  home 
at  No.  Sy  Front  Street,  the  spot  being  one  of 
the  most  desirable  residence  locations  in  the 
city.  Mrs.  Bloomer  is  a  refined  and  cultured 
latly,  of  high  standing  in  social  circles,  and  is 
an  active  member  of  Christ  hqiiscopal  Church. 
Both  she  anil  her  son  take  a  keen  interest  in 
all  tl\at  concerns  the  physical  and  moral  wel- 
fare of  the  community,  and  are  numbered 
amontr  BiuLrhamton's  most  esteemed  residents. 


fX 


I.I-'.XANDICR  HKWITT  WALES,  of 
Binghamton,  Broome  County,  N.Y., 
a  prominent  member  of  the  bar 
was  borii  in  Liberty,  Sullivan  County,  N.Y., 
December  16,  1 848,  son  of  Blake  and  Ade- 
line A.  (DeWitt)  Wales,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a  son  of  Dr.  Blake  Wales,  a  well-known 
medical  practitioner  of  that  county,  where  he 
resided  for  sixty  years.  The  family  were 
from  Windham,  Conn.,  and  were  of  Revolu- 
tionary   stock,     the    great-grandfather    of    the 
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subject     of    the    sketch,     Captain     Nathaniel 

Wales,  having  commanded  a  company  in  the 
Continental  Army.  The  following  docu- 
ments and  data  are  from  official  sources,  and 
throw  light  upon  the  early  history  of  the  fam- 
ily as  represented  by  its  Revolutionary  ances- 
tor and  other  of  its  members. 

SlAIT.   OK   CoNNKCTICirT. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S    OEKICE. 

IIartI'ORD,  Conn.,  Fel).  23,  1894. 

This  certifies  that  Nathaniici.  Walks  of 
Windham,  Conn.,  served  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution;  and  the  following  is  his  service, 
as  shown  by  the  records  of  tliis  office:  — 

Commissioned  Juisign  May  1,  1775,  Cap- 
tain Ebenezer  Moseley's  Comjjany,  Nineteenth 
Co.,  Third  Continental  Regiment,  Colonel 
Israel  Putnam  commanding.  Discharged  De- 
cember  10,    1775. 

The  regiment  was  raised  on  the  first  call 
for  troops  by  the  legislature  of  April-May, 
1775.  It  was  recruited  in  Windham  County 
with  one  company  from  New  London,  march- 
ing in  May  by  coni[)anies  to  the  camps  form- 
ing around  Boston.  It  was  stationed  among 
the  siege  at  Cambridge  until  the  expiration  of 
the  term  of  service,  December  10,  1775.  A 
detachment  of  the  officers  and  men  were  en- 
gaged at  Bunker  Hill.  A  few  men  also 
joined  the  Quebec  e.xptalition.  In  re-enlist- 
ing troops  for  service,  this  regiment  was  re- 
organized with  Benedict  Arnold,  then  before 
Quebec,  as  Colonel. 

Commissioned  Second  Lieutenant  in  Cap- 
tain James  Stedman's  Com])any,  Colonel  An- 
drew Ward's  Regiment. 

This  regiment  was  raised  in  Connecticut  on 
requisition  of  the  Continental  Congress,  to 
serve  for  one  year  from  May  14,  1776,  and 
stood  on   the  same  footinjr  as  the  other   Conti- 


nental regiments  of  1776.  It  joined  Wash- 
ington's army  at  New  Jersey  in  August,  and 
was  stationed  first  near  h'ort  Lee,  marching 
with  the  troops  to  White  Plains,  and  subse- 
quently into  New  Jersey.  It  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Trenton,  December  25,  1776,  and 
Princeton,  January  3,  1777,  and  encamped 
with  Washington  at  Morristown,  N.J.,  until 
the  expiration  of  term.  May,  1777. 

Commissioned  Captain,  Militia  Company, 
Colonel  Jonathan  Latimer's  Regiment,  drafted 
August  22,  1777,  discharged  November  5, 
1777. 

Two  large  regiments  of  militia,  composed 
of  detachments  from  all  the  brigades,  were 
ordered  to  re-enforce  General  Gates  at  Sara- 
toga in  the  summer  of  1777.  They  were 
assigned  to  General  Poor's  Continental  Brig- 
ade in  Arnold's  l^ivision,  and  fought  in  both 
battles  with  the  enemy,  September  19  and 
October  9,  1777.  In  the  first  battle  they  lost 
more  than  any  two  other  regiments  in  the 
field.  Upon  their  dismissal  after  the  sur- 
rentler  of  Burgoyne,  General  Gates  spoke  of 
them  as  ''two  excellent  militia  regiments 
from  Connecticut."  They  were  commanded 
•by  Colonel  Jonathan  Latimer,  of  New  Lon- 
don,   and   Thatldeus   Cook,   of  Wallingford. 

Captain  of  militia  company  in  Windham, 
received  pay  for  service  commencing  March 
2,    1780,    discharged  January    i,    1781. 

The  strength  of  the  company  is  as  follows: 
three  commissioned  officers,  four  sergeants, 
four  corporals,  one  drummer,  one  fifer,  thirty- 
nine  privates. 

Invalid  ])ensiojier. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  seal  of  this  office 
is  hereto  affixed. 

John  G.   Healy, 
Colonel  and  Ass/.  Adj. -General. 

Nathaniel  Wales,  of   Windham,  Conn.,  was 
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Judge  of  the  County  Court  and  Deacon  of  the 
First  Church  of  Christ  in  Windham.  Me  died 
October  20,  1783,  aged  sixty-two.  He  was 
a  son  of  Kben  Wales,  Esq.,  of  Windham,  who 
was  Deacon  of  said  churcli  a  nuniljcr  of  years, 
antl  in  1750  removed  from  Windliam  to 
Union,  and  departeil  this  life  April  12,  1774. 
He  was  noted  for  his  piety,  and  died,  much 
lamented,  in  the  seventy-eighth  year  of  his 
age,  leaving  a  widow  and  sixteen  children, 
and  had  buried  four.  lie  was  born  at  Milton, 
Mass.,  and  removetl  from  there  in  the  fif- 
teenth year  of  his  age  with  his  father,  Deacon 
Nathaniel  Wales,  who  was  also  Deacon  of 
said  church  of  Windham  for  a  great  number 
of  years,  and  was  remarkable  for  piety  and 
exemplary  life.  Deacon  Nathaniel  Wales, 
who  died  at  Windham  about  the  year  1740,  in 
tlie  eighty-third  year  of  his  age,  was  a  son  of 
Timothy  Wales,  of  Milton,  Mass.,  an  emi- 
nently pious  man.  In  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  Timothy  Wales  married  a  second  wife; 
but,  she  being  clamorous  and  uncomfortable, 
he  built  a  cave  in  the  woods,  where  he  lived 
alone  for  a  number  of  years,  and  died,  being 
about  eighty  years  of  age.  He  was  the  son 
of  Deacon  Nathaniel  Wales,  who  witli  his 
biothcr  John  came  from  Cireat  Britain  for  the 
sake  of  religion  ami  to  save  persecution,  to 
Plymouth,  among  the  first  settlers  of  Amer- 
ica. There  was  one  more  brother,  who  came 
with  them,  Elkanah  by  name.  He  left  no 
son.  The  above-mentioned  Eben  Wales, 
Esq.,  had  two  brothers.  Deacon  Nathaniel 
Wales,  of  Windham,  and  the  Rev.  h21eazer 
Wales,    minister  of    the  gospel,    who    had    no 


children.  Solomon  Wales,  Esq.,  of  Union, 
was  a  son  of  the  above-named  I'.ben  Wales, 
Esq.,  and  was  born  November  19,  1829. 
Deacon  Nathaniel  Wales,  brother  to  h^ben 
Wales,  h^sq.,  of  Union,  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  at  Windliam  a  number  of  years.  Me 
died  there  in  the  year  1782,  aged  eighty 
years,  and  left  two  sons,  Captain  Nathaniel 
Wales  and   Jonathan   Wales. 

Dr.  Hlake  Wales,  grandfather  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  of  Uuaker  stock,  and  went 
to  Sullivan  County,  New  York,  about  the 
beginning  of  the  present  century.  Mis  son 
iilake  was  reared  in  that  country,  where  he 
became  interested  largely  in  tanning,  allying 
his  interests  in  store  and  mill  with  two 
brothers,  Gideon  and  Gad.  Me  afterward 
went  to  New  \'ork  City,  and  was  for  many 
years  extensively  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness, finally  removing  to  ]5roome  County, 
where  he  died  in  the  year  1888.  He  married 
Miss  Adeline  A.  DeWitt,  of  Oak  Hill,  Greene 
County,  N.Y.,  daughter  of  John  DeWitt,  and 
grand-tlaughter  of  Cai^tain  John  DeWitt,  who 
was  a  Captain  in  the  liritish  army  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Revolution.  The  only 
child  of  this  marriage  was  Alexander  DeWitt, 
who,  when  young,  was  tid^cn  by  his  parents  to 
New  York  City,  where  he  remained  at  school 
until  the  age  of  sixteen.  At  that  time  his 
father  moved  to  Delaware;  and  some  years 
later,  in  the  fall  of  1869,  Alexander  entered 
the  University  Law  .School.  He  [ydid  a  visit 
to  Broome  County  in  1871,  and,  returning  to 
New  York,  passed  his  examination,  ami  was 
admitted   to   the  liar.      Me  then  went  immedi- 
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:itely  to  ]5in<^hamton,  N.V.,  to  locate  his 
office  for  practice.  In  1876  he  was  Clerk  of 
the  Board  of  Suj:)ervisors,  also  Corporation 
Counsel  for  the  city  from  1878  to  1886.  At 
the  present  writing  he  is  attorney  for  the 
Police  Board.  Mr.  Wales  is  a  trial  lawyer, 
and  has  been  engaged  in  many  of  the  leading 
cases  in  Broome  County  and  adjoining  coun- 
ties, and  has  practised  in  all  courts,  from  the 
Justice  Court  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Broome  County  Bar  Association,  and  also  of 
the  State  Bar  Association. 

Mr.  Wales  married  Miss  Lizzie  H.  Hart, 
daughter  of  Charles  Hart,  the  marriage  tak- 
ing place  July  30,  1876.  Mrs.  Wales  is  the 
grand-daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  Paddock  of 
revered  memory,  one  of  the  most  saintly 
ministers  of  the  Methodist  church  of  Bing- 
hamton.  He  was  at  his  death  the  oldest 
clergyman  in  the  city,  and  was  beloved  and 
respected  by  men  of  all  creeds.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wales  have  been  born  six  children  — 
Grace,  Jennie,  Charles  P.,  Theodosia,  Marga- 
ret, and  Carlotta.  As  a  relaxation  from  the 
cares  of  business,  Mr.  Wales  conducts  a  stock 
farm  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Bing- 
haniton,  where  lie  and  his  f.'imily  can  enjoy 
the  pleasures  of  rnial  life  and  yet  be  within 
easy  reach  of  tiie  conveniences  of  the  city. 
He  is  an  energetic  man  in  his  [srofession, 
keen  and  incisive  in  his  arguments  before  the 
court,  and  has  won  many  stubbornly  fought 
cases.  He  and  his  family  arc  popular  in 
church  and  social  circles,  and  are  among  the 
most  esteemed  residents  of  Binuhamton. 


ORKNZO  D.  MEEKER,  a  highly  re- 
spected, public-spirited  citizen  of 
Binghamton,  N.Y.,  was  born  in 
this  town  May  4,  1845.  Many  years  ago  his 
grandfather,  I£li,  who  was  a  native  of  Duanes- 
burg,  N.Y.,  moved  to  Quaker  Lake,  Pa.,  and 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  covered  with  its 
Ijrimitive  growth  of  timber,  not  a  tree  of 
which  had  ever  known  the  edge  of  the  wood- 
man's axe.  He  cleared  and  brought  the  land 
up  to  a  high  state  of  cultivatior,  residing 
there  until  the  time  of  his  death.  This  farm 
is  still  kept  in  the  family,  and  the  private 
cemetery  on  the  original  purchase  of  land  is 
full  of  monumental  stones  commemorating  the 
virtues  of  three  generations  of  the  Meeker 
name. 

Samuel  Meeker,  the  father  of  Lorenzo,  was 
a  native  of  iJLumesburg,  and  lived  with  the 
grandfather  until  his  marriage,  when  he 
moved  to  tJie  town  of  Binghamton,  N.Y., 
where  he  purchased  timbered  land,  which  he 
cleared,  and  carried  on  a  farm.  Here  he 
residetl  for  a  number  of  years,  and  later  went 
into  the  city  of  Binghamton,  and  lived  with 
his  son  P"li,  Jr.,  dying  there  in  1891,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-nine  years.  He  married  a  Miss 
Sarah  Einch,  of  Duanesburg;  and  their  eleven 
children  were  as  follows:  Alfred,  ICli,  Ann 
ICliza,  Van  Rensselaer,  Deborah,  I'Mijah, 
Oliver,  Andrew,  Lorenzo,  Elvira,  and  Sam- 
uel. The  mother  is  still  living,  making  her 
home  with  her  son  Eli  at  Binghamton,  N.Y. 

Lorenzo,  of  whom  this  sketch  is  written, 
remained  on  his  father's  farm  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  old,  wlien  he  made  a  bargain 
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with  his  fatlicr  for  twenty-eight  acres  of  land 
and  a  team  of  horses  for  three  years'  work, 
lie  tlien  came  to  Ilawleyton,  N.Y.,  and 
bouglit  a  farm  at  this  place,  which  lie  kept 
and  W(nked  for  some  years,  and  then,  bnyinjj; 
his  iMcsent  small  farm,  built  his  dwelling- 
house  and  farm  buiUlings.  lie  opened  a  store 
directly  opposite  his  residence  in  Ilawleyton, 
and  conducted  a  mercantile  business  for  seven 
years,  when  his  health  failed  him;  and  he 
was  obligeil  to  give  up  all  active  occupation. 
For  the  [last  three  years  he  has  lived  practi- 
cally retired 

At  twenty-five  years  of  age  he  married  Miss 
Caroline  Iloag,  of  Tracy  Creek,  town  of  Ves- 
tal, N.Y.  She  died  in  18S1,  leaving  one 
chikl,  lulwanl,  who  is  now  in  the  West,  en- 
gaged in  the  cigar  Inisiness.  Mr.  Meeker 
married  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Eva  Roles, 
of  Silver  Lake,  I'a.  Two  children  have  been 
born  to  them:  Carrie,  now  seven;  and  Lena, 
two  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Meeker  has  been  a  very  prominent  and 
important  citizen  of  his  town,  and  until  the 
time  his  health  failed  was  very  energetic  and 
active  in  its  affairs.  He  was  for  two  years 
Commissioner  of  Highways  and  Notary  Public 
for  three  years,  h'or  thrcl;  )'ears  he  was  a 
Dejint)'  Sheriff,  and  for  two  a  Tath-master. 
Politically,  he  has  been  a  lifelong  member  of 
the  Repvdjlican  party,  and  enjoys  the  confi- 
dence of  the  organization  to  such  an  extent 
that  he  has  been  for  se\'eral  years  Chairman  of 
the  Republican  Committee,  and  works  ac- 
tively in  behalf  of  his  party.  In  the  Masonic 
fraternity   he    stands    deservedly    high,    being 


a  member  of  I^ingliamton  Lotlge,  No.  177, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  and  Malta  Coiumandery,  No. 
12,  Knights  'I'emplars.  He  is  also  promi- 
nently connected  with  the  Improved  Order 
of  Red  Men,  belonging  to  Chickasaw  'i'ribe. 
No.   144. 

With  the  Methodist  church  he  and  his  fam- 
ily have  been  long  closely  identified,  he  hav- 
ing been  a  .Steward  for  twenty  years,  and  is 
also  a  Trustee.  His  interest  in  religious 
duties  is  not  simply  confined  to  church  at- 
tendance; but  he  is  an  energetic  worker  in 
the  Sunday-schoid,  to  which  he  has  given  his 
services  as  teacher  for  a  long  time.  Repre- 
senting, as  he  does,  one  of  the  oldest  families 
of  his  section,  Mr.  Meeker  in  his  daily  life 
maintains  the  excellent  reputation  which  has 
come  to  him  by  inheritance,  embodying  in 
himself  the  sterling  virtues  which  liave  char- 
acterized his  family  for  generations. 


ARR1':N  M.  sharp,  D.D.S.,  one 
of  the  most  successful  and  talented 
young  men  in  the  dental  profession  in  the 
city  of  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  was  born  in  Sus- 
sex N.B.,  January  5,  1863,  a  son  of  Joseph 
and  Margaret  F.leanor  (Johnson)  Sharp.  His 
mother  was  of  Scotch  and  ICnglish  ancestry. 
His  paternal  ancestors  were  men  of  promi- 
nence in  that  province,  to  which  his  great- 
grandfather, -Samuel  Sharp,  came  from  Fug- 
land  at  an  early  day.  They  were  members 
of  the   I'Ipiscopal   church. 

.    Joseph   Shar])   was   by  occupation  a   miller, 
and  also  held  sevi-ral  local  public  offices.      He 
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died  in  July,  1888,  leaving  a  family  of  five 
children;  namely,  the  Doctor  and  his  two 
brothers  and  two  sisters.  George  A.  is  a  sta- 
tion-master in  Prince  lulward's  Island.  The 
other  three,  residing  in  Sussex,  are:  Beverly 
J.,  a  druggist;  Augusta,  wife  of  William 
.Stockton;  and  Ada  K.,  wife  of  Frank  Roach. 
The  mother  also  lives  in  Susse.x. 

Warren  M.  Sharp  received  his  literary  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  Sussex,  fin- 
ishing it  in  the  high  school  of  that  place.  In 
1886  he  went  to  the  Baltimore  Dental  Col- 
lege, where  he  studied  for  his  profession,  and, 
on  returning  to  his  old  home,  practised  there 
for  two  years.  Going  again  in  the  fall  of 
1890  to  the  college  in  Baltimore,  he  was 
graduated  in  1891,  with  high  standing  and 
honorable  mention,  both  in  the  theoretical 
and  practical  parts  of  his  profession,  in  a  class 
of  eighty-four  men.  He  shortly  afterward 
located  his  office  in  Binghamton,  where  he 
has  a  large,  paying  practice.  In  1893  Dr. 
Sharp  receivetl  the  appointment  of  Instructor 
of  Mechanics  in  the  mechanical  department  of 
that  college,  and  now  spends  his  time  in 
Baltimore  during  the  term,  which  lasts  twenty 
weeks.  He  is  especially  gifted  in  that  line, 
and  has  originated  many  valuable  aids  to 
dental  work.  Among  "them  he  has  in\'ented 
macliiner)'  for  the  manufacture  of  dentures 
and  fillings  for  porcelain  and  aluminum 
plates,  which  are  spoken  of  very  highly  by 
the  profession,  and  are  bound  to  rank  as 
important    improvements    in   dentistry. 

Dr.  Sharp  is  a  member  of  the  Sixth  Dis- 
trict   Dental     Association.       He    belongs    to 


Sussex  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows.  Me  attends  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Binghamton,  and  is  a  gentleman 
higiily  esteemed  and  respected,  both  as  a  citi- 
zen and  professionally. 


/lYc 


KORGE  L.  CRANDALL,  senior  mem- 
\[^_|_  bcr  of  the  firm  of  Crandall,  Stone  & 
Co.,  a  prominent  and  enterprising  resident 
of  the  city  of  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  was  born  in 
Tnixton,  Cortland  County,  N.Y.,  Noveniber 
7,  1826,  son  of  Justus  and  Lydia  (Holt) 
Crandall.  The  father  was  a  woollen  manu- 
facturer, and  an  early  settler  in  Cortland 
County,  having  gone  there  from  the  New 
England  States.  In  1835  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  Pitcher,  Chenango  County, 
where  he  carried  on  his  business  until  his 
death. 

The  district  school  and  the  academy  of 
Pitcher  furnished  George  L.  Crandall  with 
the  means  of  education  in  his  boyhood  and 
youth;  and,  when  grown  up  to  manhood,  he 
followed  his  father's  occupation,  and  in  the 
latter  part  of  his  father's  life  was  in  business 
with  him  for  several  years.  He  went  to  Win- 
chester, Va.,  in  1869,  remaining  there  two 
years,  and  in  1872  removed  to  Binghamton, 
N.Y.,  where  he  bought  an  interest  in  the  car- 
riage hardware  business,  tlien  carrietl  on  by 
Walker  &  Doane. 

The  business  was  originally  founded  in 
1 87 1  by  Messrs.  James  H.  Doane  &  Co.  In 
1S78  Mr.  Crandall  bought  out  Mr.  Doane, 
and    with    his    son,    under    the    firm    name  of 
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Crandall  &  Son,  controlled  the  whole  busi- 
ness, materially  increasing  it  and  extending 
the  field  of  its  oiK'rations.  After  tlie  cleaj:h  of 
his  son,  in  1880,  Mr.  Crandall  remained  alone 
until  about  1S81,  when  he  sold  an  interest  to 
Messrs.  Charles  M.  and  \V.  II.  Stone;  and 
more  recently  Mr.  C.  K.  Titchener  was  taken 
into  the  firm,  making  four  partners.  It  is 
one  of  the  largest  manufacturing  concerns  in 
the  city  of  Binghamton,  giving  employment 
to  about  one  hundrcti  and  fifty  men.  The)' 
manufacture  a  large  line  of  carriage  hardware 
and  trinnnings  of  various  descriptions,  mak- 
ing a  specialty  of  a  medium  graile  of  goods, 
which,  however,  are  the  best  of  their  class. 
They  have  on  the  market  many  ]iroducts  of 
their  own  invention,  which  are  protected  by 
patents.  In  connection  with  their  business 
the  firm  maintain  a  fully  ecjuipped  electro- 
plating plant,  with  which  they  not  only  finish 
their  own  goods,  but  fill  large  orders  through- 
out the  country.  The  works  of  the  concern 
are  located  in  the  eastern  section  of  the  city, 
and  adjoin  the  railroad  centre,  which  affords 
them  the  best  facilities  for  the  transportation 
of  their  goods.  The  factory  is  supplied  with 
all  the  latest  improved  special  machinery  and 
a  complete  assortment  oL  the  most  modern 
tools  known  to  the  trade.  The  main  building 
is  a  large  four-story  brick  structure,  and  a 
fifty  horse-power  engine  provides  the  motive 
force  for  tlie  machinery.  Mr.  Crandall  also 
owns  the  Crandall  blocks  on  Commercial 
Avenue,  including  a  large  power  plant  fur- 
nishing power  for  a  number  of  other  parties, 
and  also  lighting  the  new  Stone  Opera  House. 


Our  subject  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Breed, 
of  Pitcher,  N.Y.;  and  of  their  family  three 
daugjiters  are  living:  Tlieresa,  wife  of  L.  C. 
Warner,  of  Naugatuck,  Conn. ;  Lucia,  Mrs. 
Ira  J.  Mcaglcy,  of  Binghamton;  and  Myrtie 
K.,  residing  at  home.  Within  the  last  few 
years  Mr.  Crandall  has  built  an  elegant  resi- 
dence on  South  Front  Street,  one  of  the  finest 
locations  in  the  city  of  Binghamton,  where  he 
and  his  family  enjoy  to  the  full  the  comforts 
and  luxuries  of  life  made  ])ossible  by  modern 
invention.  He  also  owns  a  beautiful  summer 
home  at  the  Tiiousand  Islands,  wliere  they 
spend  many  weeks  during  the  hot  season, 
sailing  over  the  beautiful  waters  in  liis  steam 
yaclit,  indulging  in  the  delights  of  fishing  and 
other  rural  recreations.  The  Congregational 
church  finds  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crandall  earnest 
and    liberal    supporters. 

Mr.  Crandall's  firm  is  represented  in  the 
Binghamton  Board  of  Trade,  and  they  are  uni- 
versally popular  and  respected.  They  have, 
by  their  wise  management,  reared  a  large 
establishment,  which  is  a  credit  to  Bingham- 
ton and  an  honor  to  themselves.  Since  his 
residence  in  Binghamton  Mr.  Crandall  has 
been  too  deeply  immersed  in  business  to  take 
an  active  interest  in  political  affairs,  and, 
while  not  an  aspirant  for  any  ofifice,  yet  does 
his'  duty  as  a  loyal  citizen  at  the  polls. 
While  living  at  his  old  home  in  Pitcher,  he 
was  Supervisor,  and  held  other  positions  of 
trust. 

Tlie  lifelike  portrait  of  this  worthy  gentle- 
man wliieh  appears  in  the  present  volume  will 
be  widely  recognize<l  as  the  semblance  of  one 
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of  the  l)cst-known  business  men  of  the  city; 
a  man  of  push  and  progress,  honorable  in 
his  dealings;  one  who  by  his  enterprise  has 
done  much  toward  buihling  uji  the  liigli  repu- 
tation of  Binghamton  as  a  manufacturing 
centre. 


|RS.  ALMIRA  BACON,  of  Che- 
nango ]5ridge,  had  at  one  time  a 
husband  and  five  sons  defending 
their  country's  flag,  battling  for  the  right,  in 
the  Federal  army  during  the  "great  American 
conflict."  She  worked  hard  during  those  try- 
ing years  for  the  support  of  herself  and  small 
children;  and,  when  later  her  husband  came 
home,  the  joyful  reunion  was  but  temporary, 
for  the  seeds  of  disease  from  exposure  and 
army  life  soon  matured  and  brought  dissolu- 
tion. For  many  years  she  has  been  deprived 
of  his  strong  support  and  pleasing  compan- 
ionship. 

Such  women  are  the  true  heroines  of  our 
time;  and,  but  for  their  gifts  and  sacrifices, 
we  should  not  now  enjoy  the  blessings  of 
peace  and  liberty.  Her  husband,  Alfred 
Bacon,  died  in  March,  1865,  when  fifty-nine 
years  old.  He  was  a.  soldier  in  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Thirty-seventh.  Regiment,  "Company 
F,  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  re- 
mained in  the  service  nearly  three  years. 
His  father  was  Asa  Bacon,  of  Windsor, 
Broome  County,  a  farmei'  who  lived  in  what 
was  known  as  the  Flanders  Settlement.  He 
was  a  man  of  good  heart  and  highly  esteemed 
by  those  who  knew  him  best.  He  left  a  fam- 
ily   of    ten   children,    seven    sons    and     three 


daughters,  of  whom  Mrs.  Bacon's  husband 
was   next   to  the  oldest. 

Mrs.  Almira  Bacon  is  a  daughter  of  Nor- 
man and  Matilda  (Mayo)  15acon,  of  the  town 
of  Windsor,  who  traceil  their  ancestry  back  to 
England,  where  tlie  family  started.  She  had 
but  a  limited  opportunity  to  secure  an  educa- 
tion in  any  school,  her  principal  instruction 
being  from  the  old  Cobb's  Spelling  Book; 
yet  she  is  by  no  means  an  ignorant  woman, 
but  has  remarkable  intelligence  and  a  good 
deal  of  useful  knowledge,  secured  by  observa- 
tion and  the  necessities  of  the  circumstances 
in  which  she  has  been  placed.  She  has  been 
also  schooled  in  the  sad  experiences  of  severe 
affliction,  which  has  quickened  her  naturally 
sympathetic  nature. 

She  was  married  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years,  and  is  the  mother  of  many  children, 
most  of  whom,  as  indicated  below,  are  now 
living.  The  deceased  are  Ichabod  and  Nor- 
man. The  first-named  was  a  volunteer  in 
the  service  of  his  country,  was  wounded  at 
•the  battle  of  Antietam  through  the  hand. 
Gangrene  having  set  in,  he  submitted  to  three 
different  amputations,  and  died  within  six 
weeks  from  the  time,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  years.  His  body  was  returned,  and  now 
rests  at  F'ort  Scott,  Kan.  Norman  .died  at 
Chenango  Forks  of  brain  fever,  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years.  The  living  are  the  following : 
I'llizabeth,  widow  of  Joseph  Heron,  who  lives 
in  the  Indian  Territory,  and  has  two  sons  and 
one  daughter;  Charles,  an  old  soldier  and  a 
farmer  of  this  town,  who  has  two  sons  and  one 
daughter;   Wallace,  a  farmer  of   Binghamton, 
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who  has  a  wife,  four  tlaughters,  and  one  son 
—  he  was  also  in  the  anny  for  about  three 
years;  l<"ranklin,  a  single  man,  at  home;  Will- 
iam, of  Marathon,  N.V.,  who  has  a  wife  ami 
two  daughters;  Delia,  wife  of  William  Ben- 
ner,  residing  in  Indiana,  who  has  five  chil- 
dren; Clarinda,  widow  of  Selden  Flint,  living 
at  Binghamton,  and  having  one  daughter  and 
one  son;  Polly,  wife  of  Peter  Milsinger,  of 
Marathon,  who  has  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters; and  Ida,  wife  of  Charles  Knox,  having 
one  son,  and  living  at  Bing.hamton.  Mrs. 
I5acon,  although  now  seventy-seven  years  old, 
is  still  of  a  liealthy  body  and  clear  mimi, 
attentling  to  her  househokl  duties  and  tlispens- 
ing  a  wonderful  amount  of  good  cheer,  not- 
withstanding  the   years    of   trial    and    sorrow. 


|ARVIN  LANGDON,  a  practical  and 
prosperous  farmer  of  the  town  of 
Vestal  in  Broome  County,  is 
grandson  of  a  patriot  who  laid  down  his  life 
at  the  battle  of  Lundy's  Lane.  His  son, 
Alvin,  who  was  at  that  time  but  si.x  years  old, 
went  to  Otsego  County,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood  on  a  farm,  and  learned  the  trade  of 
brick-making.  ]'or  some  ytars  he  worked  at 
Coxsackic,  Albany,  and  other  places  in  New 
York  State.  lie  ilied  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven,  on  his  farm  near  the  one  now  owned  by 
his  .son  Marvin.  The  mother  was  Miss  Nancy 
Griggs;  and,  of  the  twelve  children  born  to 
herself  and  husband,  seven  are  still  living. 
They  are  Desdemona,  Minerva,  Isaac,  Mar- 
vin, John,  William,  and  Henry.      The  mother 


died  in  Vestal,  N.Y.,  at  the  homestead,  at 
the  age  of   sixty-four  years. 

Marvin  Langdon  was  born  in  Worcester, 
Otsego  County,  N.Y.,  in  the  year  1834.  His 
early  education  dependetl  on  home  study  and 
the  scanty  schooling  customary  in  the  winter 
months  of  this  rigorous  climate.  For  his 
trade  he  took  up  that  of  shingle-making, 
which  in  those  days  had  not  the  advantages 
of  labor-saving  machinery,  but  had  to  be  all 
done  by  hand.  Marvin  worked  at  this  for 
five  years  with  Mr.  James  Haley  and  several 
others,  afterward  purchasing  his  present  fine 
farm  near  Vestal  Centre,  N.Y.,  where  he  has 
since  resided. 

At  the  age  of  tweiUy-two  he  set  nj)  his  (nvn 
household  by  marrying,  taking  for  his  wife 
the  presiding  genius  of  his  home,  a  Miss 
Hillgast.  To  this  union  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  I'Vetlerick,  lunily,  and  lul- 
ward.  Mrs.  Langdon  was  taken  from  her 
family  by  the  relentless  hand  of  death  in 
1S76.  Mr.  Langilon's  second  wife  was  a 
Mi-s.  Amanda  Potts,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Peabody.  She  reared  three  children  :  namely, 
Ray,  Carrie,  and  Nettie. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Langdon  are  among  the  faith- 
ful members  of  the  Baptist  church  of  Vestal. 
In  Mr.  Langdon  the  Republican  party  has 
one  of  its  stanchest  supporters,  he  being  a 
Republican  by  instinct  and  education.  I'rom 
his  early  boyhood  Mr.  Langdon  has  been  a 
hard-working  bread-winner,  and  has  obtained 
his  present  prosperous  condition  by  no  outside 
influence,  but  by  his  own  untiring  diligence. 
In   the    sanctity  of   lionie   life   he  is  a  devoted 
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Inisljaml,  a  lovin;^,  f^oiitle  parent;  and  his  first 
llioiight  is  for  the  liappiness  of  his  lioiischold. 
In  his  connection  with  the  outside  world  Mr. 
Langdon  is  zealous  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  county  and  its  advancement;  and  in 
his  association  with  its  citizens  his  manly, 
honorable  character  has  won  for  him  confi- 
dence  and   esteem. 


WAT.SON  K.  ROBERTS,  Justice  of 
the  I'eace  for  the  city  of  Binnham- 
ton,  was  first  electetl  to  this  [losition  in  the 
spring  of  1892;  but,  there  being  some  error 
or  discrepancy  resultant  from  an  unexpired 
term,  he  was  re-elected  in  the  spring  of  1S93 
for  a  full  term,  to  expire  in  I''ebruary,  1897. 
lie  was  born  at  I'age  ]5rook,  Chenango 
County,  N.V.,  August  29,  1862,  a  son  of 
George  and  Jane  (Watrous)  Roberts.  The 
father,  who  was  a  farmer,  going  West  shortly 
after  this  event  to  seek  to  better  his  fortunes 
in  a  new  country,  the  infant  was  taken  to  the 
home  of  its  grandfather  Watrous,  who  li\'ed 
on  a  farm  at  North  Colesville,  ]iroome 
County.  Here  young  Watson  grew  to  man- 
hood, spending  his  boyish  days  in  conning  his 
l)ooks  in  the  public  schoftl,  in  acipiiring  a 
practical  knowledge  of  farm  work,  or  indulg- 
ing in  the  sports  and  games  which  happily 
tend  to  promote  l^oth  mental  antl  jihysical 
alertness  and  vigor.  Having  a  commendable 
desire  for  higher  education,  he  attended  the 
Cortlantl  Normal  School,  the  Afton  Acatlemy, 
and  Brooklyn  Academy,  and  thus  jirepared 
himself  for  teaching,  in  which  calling  ho  was 


for  some  time  successfully  engaged.  In  1S84 
he  commenced  reading  law  with  Messrs.  Car- 
ver and  Deyo,  remaining  with  them  until  his 
admission  to  the  bar  in  January,  1888,  after 
examination  at  a  session  of  the  general  term 
of  court  at  Syracuse.  He  then  opened  an 
office  in  tliis  city,  and  continued  in  general 
practice  until  his  election  to  his  present  posi- 
tion. He  was  first  elected  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  but  subsequently  had  the  .support  of  all 
parties.  He  is  regarded  as  a  fair-mintled, 
competent  Judge,  able  and  im|iartial  in  his 
decisions;  and  it  is  to  be  hoiied  that  he  will 
long  remain  in  office. 


^  RA  NI'AVMAN,  one  of  the  younger 
I  farmers  of  the  town  of  Barker,  lives  on 
the  place  where  lie  was  born  in  1S48. 
He  has  worked  to  earn  the  good  things  he  has 
enjoyed,  and  has  not  much  sympathy  witli 
that  class  of  people  who  try  to  get  their  board 
and  clothing  by  some  shift  or  trick  of  lazi- 
ness, and  who  frecpiently  say  the  world  owes 
them  a  living.  His  family  is  one  that  has 
long  had  a  gooil  standing  in  tlie  community. 
His  father,  Isaac  Newman,  of  Westchester, 
was  born  in  i  S09,  and  married  Harriet  Crane. 
They  came  here  with  their  first  child  about 
sixty  years  ago,  and  had  some  means  with 
which  they  inirchased  seventy-five  acres  of 
improved  land,  to  which  they  subsequently 
adtled  until  they  had  over  two  hundretl  acres. 
The  elder  Newman  continued  here  engaged 
in  farming  and  dairying,  raising  stock,  and 
manufacturing  butter,  until  his  death,  which 
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occurred     in     March,     1890.      His     wife,    the 
mother   of    Ira,    died    in    1S75. 

Ira  Newman  is  the  )'oiingest  of  the  family 
of  five  cliilchcn.  II  is  brotlier  Henry  was 
killed  by  a  runawa)'  team.  lie  has  two 
brothers  and  one  sister  living,  namely: 
Stephen ;  Newton ;  and  Hannah,  widow  of 
F.  N.  Stone,  of  Whitney's  Point.  Ira  was 
brought  up  on  the  farm  which  has  always  been 
his  home,  and  received  a  good  district-school 
education,  lie  was  married  Se|)tcmber  3, 
1.S7J,  to  Hatlie  Stoddard,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Laura  (Iloadley)  Stoddard,  of 
Chenango  Forks.  Her  mother  died  when 
young,  and  her  father  in  May,  1S93,  when 
seventy-five  years  old.  The  living  of  her 
family  arc:  Charles  Stoddard,  of  Chenango 
Forks,  a  commercial  traveller;  Henry,  of  Chip- 
pewa I'"alls,  Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newman 
have  one  son,  Charles  Newman,  a  )'onng  man 
twenty  years  oUl,  who  is  at  home  on  the 
farm.  Mr.  Newman  is  classed  as  belonging 
to  the  Democratic  party,  and  supports  that 
ticket  at  national  elections,  but  is  not  an 
unreasoning  partisan.  He  believes  in  good 
men,  and  is  willing  to  vote  and  work  in  local 
issues  for  the  best  interests  of  the  community 
without  regard  to  party  lilies. 


(^OHN  F.  PRATT,  M.D.,  a  well-known 
and  prominent  physician  of  the  regular 
school  of  medicine  in  Binghamton, 
N.V.,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Chautauqua, 
N.Y.,  November  19,  1856,  son  of  John  G. 
and   Sarah   C.  (I'rankJin)   Pratt.      I'he   family 


are  of  sturdy  Scotch  origin,  the  Doctor's  great- 
grandfather, Rufus  Pratt,  Sr.,  having  been  a 
native  of  Scotland,  born  in  1774.  His  son, 
the  Rev.  Rufus  Pratt,  was  for  a  time  a  resi- 
dent of  Columbia  County,  being  reared  near 
Canaan  in  that  county,  and  removed  from 
there  to  Mayville,  Chautauqua  County,  early 
in  the  present  century,  being  a  pioneer  settler 
of  that  town.  He  purchased  a  tract  of  land, 
which  he  cleared,  and  there  engaged  in  farm- 
ing at  that  jdace  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  He 
was  a  devoted  pastor  for  many  )Tjars  of  the 
Methodist  church,  and  did  much  toward  its 
progress  in  Chautauqua  County.  He  was  a 
man  universally  liked  and  honored.  He  mar- 
ried many  prominent  people  of  Chautauc|ua 
County,  and  also  preached  at  many  funerals 
throughout   that   region. 

John  G.  Pratt,  the  father  of  Dr.  Pratt,  was 
born  in  Columbia  County,  New  York,  and 
was  quite  young  when  his  parents  removed  to 
Chautauqua  County.  He  was  educated  there, 
and  when  he  grew  to  manhood  engaged  in  the 
trade  of  carpenter,  and  was  for  many  years  a 
contractor  and  builder.  He  built  many  hand- • 
some  residences,  and  in  other  ways  did  much 
toward  improving  and  beautifying  the  village. 
Mr.  Pratt  was  a  Collector  and  member  of  the 
town  Hoard,  and  was  one  of  the  most  active 
of  the  citizens  in  working  for  the  advance- 
ment of  Mayville.  He  has  always  been  a 
strong  Methodist  in  his  faith,  and  is  as  zeal- 
ous in  the  cause  of  Methodism  as  was  his 
father.  For  a  while  he  kept  a  drug  store,  but 
gave  it  up,  and  now  resides  in  15uffalQ,  N.Y., 
where  he  holds  the  position  of  Superintendent 
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of  stair-building.  Mr.  Pratt  is  a  Democrat 
in  his  politics,  and  has  always  taken  a  great 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  that  party. 

John  F.  Pratt  received  his  early  elementary 
education  in  tlie  Mayville  Academy,  and 
afterward  pursued  liis  more  advanced  studies 
under  excellent  jirivate  instruction..  His 
father  being  in  the  drug  business  at  the 
time,  he  engaged  in  his  store  to  qualify  him- 
self as  a  druggist,  meanwhile  studying  medi- 
cine, which  he  had  decided  to  make  his  pro- 
fession. In  1874  he  entered  the  Buffalo 
Medical  College,  at  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1878.  He  immediately  opened  an  ofifice  in 
the  town  of  Mayville,  where  for  nine  years  he 
had  an  excellent  practice,  besides  being  fre- 
quently called  to  make  professional  visits  in 
the  surrounding  country.  While  living  in 
Mayville,  he  was  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of 
the  Chautauqua  County  Medical  Society,  fill- 
ing this  important  and  honorable  position 
with  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  In  1886 
Dr.  Pratt  removed  to  Binghamton,  N.Y., 
where  he  has  a  successful  and  paying  prac- 
tice. While  comi)etent  to  treat  any  of  the 
diseases  to  which  human  flesli  is  heir,  and 
although  a  general  practitioner,  he  has  for 
the  past  five  years  devotPd  his  practice  exclu- 
sively to  the  nose  and  throat,  and,  having 
given  great  study  to  these  subjects,  has  been 
able  to  secure  most  fortunate  results.  Dr. 
Pratt  belongs  to  the  several  medical  societies 
of  Broome  County,  also  to  the  American 
Medical  Association,  and  is  the  Assistant 
Medical  Director  and  IC.xaniiner  of  the  Secu- 
rity Mutual  Life  Association. 


Dr.  Jolm  F.  Pratt  was  married  May  6, 
1884,  to  Mrs.  Elva  H.  Hodgson,  of  Fredonia, 
N.Y.  They  are  members  of  Trinity  Church 
(Kpiscopal),  to  which  Mrs.  Pratt  has  given 
valuable  musical  assistance  in  the  choir  for 
some  years,  as  also  in  the  Sunday-scliool. 
Dr.  Pratt  stands  well  among  the  physicians 
in  Binghamton,  and  his  kind  and  courteous 
manner  with  his  fellow -men  makes  liim 
deservedly  popular.  While  taking  no  suffi- 
ciently active  part  in  public  affairs  to  inter- 
fere with  the  duties  of  his  profession,  in 
politics  lie  follows  the  footsteps  of  his  father. 


UGUSTUS  BABCOCK,  Esq.,  of  the 
city  of  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Babcock, 
Spcrry  &  Van  Cleve,  attorneys  and  counscl- 
lors-at-law,  was  born  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  Octo- 
ber 7,  1855.  His  parents  were  Gilson  L.  and 
Margaret  (Cox)  Babcock,  and  his  paternal 
grandparents  were  Ezekiel  and  Lydia  Bab- 
cock. These  latter  reared  a  family  of  four- 
teen chiUh'cn,  the  mother  four  times  giving 
birth  to  twins.  Gilson  Babcock  was  born  in 
tlic  town  of  Ikidgewater,  Susquehanna 
County,  Pa.,  shortly  after  his  parents  emi- 
grated from  Connecticut.  When  he  reached 
manhood,  he  went  to  Scranton,  Pa.,  then  only 
a  small  town,  where  he  started  in  the  grocery 
business;  but  after  a  lirief  stay  lie  removed  to 
Wilkesbarre. 

Augustus  Babcock  was  but  one  week  old 
when  his  mother  died;  and  he  was  taken  to 
the  home  of  his  maternal  grandparents  (Cox), 
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with  whom  he  stayed  until  his  fifth  year, 
wlieu  his  uncle,  Gartlner  ]5abcock,  who  was 
then  living  at  Harford,  I'a.,  adopted  him. 
U[)on  the  removal  of  Gardner  ]5abeock  and 
family  to  Kingliamton,  N.Y.,  in  1S72,  Auj^us- 
tus  accompanied  them,  and  was  educated  in 
the  high  school  of  that  city.  He  was  a  re- 
markably bright  scholar,  and,  having  an  am- 
bition to  enter  college,  was  well  advanced  in 
his  preparatory  course  when  a  serious  trouble 
with  his  eyes  prevented  him  from  accomplish- 
ing his  desire.  Ihit  withal  he  was  a  close 
student;  and,  when  his  health  permitted,  he 
entered  the  ofifice  of  E.  K.  Clark,  Esq.,  with 
whom  he  began  reading  law  in  January,  1S77. 
He  was  achnilteil  to  the  bar  by  examination  at 
Albany,  N.Y.,  in  January  of  iSSo,  and  on 
April  I  of  that  year  was  taken  into  the  firm  of 
Clark,  Ikown  &  Babcock  of  Binghamton,  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  law. 

December  i,  1883,  he  withdrew  from  that 
firm,  and  witli  a  new  partner  opened  an  office 
under  the  name  of  Babcock  &  Ilarroun.  This 
firm  continued  in  practice  until  January  i, 
1889,  when  Mr.  Ilarroun  retired,  and  Al- 
niiron  M.  Sperry,  ICsq.,  formed  a  partnershijj 
with  Mr.  Babcock.  On  October  i,  1S89, 
William  V.  Van  Clevc-  Esq.,  became  the 
thiril  member  of  the  llrm,  which  is  now 
known  as  Babcock,  Sperry  &  Van  Cleve. 
They  have  had  many  important  cases,  ami  do 
a  large  and  lucrative  business.  i\Ir.  Babcock 
has  been  esi^ecially  fortunate  in  his  extensive 
practice,  a  notable  instance  being  the  Berry 
case,  which  had  been  in  litigation  for  four- 
teen    years    when     he    was    retained     by    the 


plaintiff.  Through  many  complications  and 
discouragements  the  case  was  conducted  to  a 
successful  issue,  and  established  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  attorney  as  well  as  the  right  and 
title  of  his  clients  to  valuable  real  estate. 

Mr.  Babcock  was  married  I'ebruary  I,  1887, 
to  Miss  Jane  O.  Miller,  daughter  of  Abram 
Miller.  Mrs.  Babcock,  who  is  highly  culti- 
vated and  accomplished,  was  before  lier  mar- 
riage a  popular  and  efficient  teacher  in  the 
high  school  of  Binghamton;  and  it  was  with 
unfeigned  sorrow  that  her  pupils,  to  whom 
she  had  endearetl  herself  by  her  gentle  and 
lovable  qualities,  parted  with  her  when  she 
severed  her  connection  with  the  school.  One 
child  has  been  born  to  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J5abcock,  a  daugliter  named  May. 
The  family  attend  Trinity  Church,  and  Mr. 
Babcock  is  a  member  of  the  ]3roome  County 
Bar   Association. 


HARLES  !■:.  BRIGHAM,  a  public- 
spirited  citizen  of  the  town  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.Y.,  at  jiresent  holding 
the  office  of  Assessor,  was  born  on  December 
25,  1 841,  in  Waverly,  Tioga  County,  N.Y. 

The  family  of  our  subject  were  early  New 
ICnghuul  settlers;  but  the  same  spirit  of  push- 
ing out  into  new  regions  which  has  made 
nearly  every  portion  of  the  Uniteil  States 
claimants  of  descendants  of  those  colonists 
led  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  the  pres- 
ent sketch,  Moses  Brigham,  to  leave  his  native 
State,  Massachusetts,  to  make  a  new  home  in 
liinghamton,  l^roome  County,  in  the  extreme 
south   of   Centi'al    W-w   York.      The   town   was 
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s[);irscly  settled  :it  that  time,  l)iit  Mr.  Brigham 
foiiiul  it  a  "land  of  promise";  and  here  he 
erected  his  dwelling,  cultivated  his  farm,  and 
spent   the   remainder  of  his   days. 

]'"d\vard  Brigham,  son  of  Moses,  emigrated 
with  his  father,  and  lived  with  him  a  short 
time.  He  soon  after  married,  and  then 
moved  to  VVaverly,  N.Y.,  where  he  built  a 
hotel,  of  which  he  was  proprietor  and  manager 
for  many  years.  In  l?radford  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  was  his  next  home,  he  pur- 
chased a  farm.  He  afterward  built  a  store  in 
another  part  of  the  county,  and  carried  on 
mercantile  business,  finally  going  to  Horn- 
brook,  where  he  resided  until  the  time  of  his 
death.  Tlie  first  wife  of  Edward  Brigham 
was  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Tissot,  of  Newburg, 
N.Y.,  whose  only  child  was  named  after  her- 
self. His  secontl  wife  was  Miss  Clarissa 
Swain,  by  whom  lie  hat]  seven,  children; 
namely,  Clarissa,  Mis.  Erasmus  Bennett, 
Charles  K.,  I'lubulus,  Lester,  Erank,  and 
Elizabeth.      The  mother  dietl  at  To[)eka,   Kan. 

When  the  great  Civil  War  between  the 
Norlii  and  South  broke  out,  Charles  E.  Brig- 
ham had  only  attained  the  age  of  nineteen. 
Although  young  in  years,  he  was  too  true  an 
American,  by  birth  and  tducation,  not  to  feel 
the  duty  that  he  owed  to  his  country;  and, 
patriotically,  he  enlisted  in  the  Sixth  Penn- 
sylvania l-leserve  in  1861.  Eor  three  years 
he  served,  facing  death  in  weary  march  and 
on  bloody  field,  and  in  1864  received  his  hon- 
orable discharge  with  the  rank  of  Corporal. 
His  brother  Lester  was  also  in  the  army,  and 
was  killed    in   battle.      His  body,  which  could 


never  be  identified,  sleeps  in  a  nameless 
grave.  After  returning  to  his  liome,  Mr. 
Brigham  was  connected  witli  his  father  for 
three  years  in  the  mercantile  business.  In 
1874,  being  then  aged  thirty-two,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Matilda  Morton,  of  llornbrook, 
Pa.,  and  in  1879  purchased  his  present  resi- 
dence in  the  town  of  Binghaniton,  where  he 
has  since  remained. 

Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Brigham,  Lester  E.  and  lulward  H. 
Although  Mr.  Brigham's  parents  and  himself 
and  wife  were  reared  in  the  Methodist  church, 
they  attend  the  Presbyterian  church,  which 
is  more  accessible  to  their  residence.  Mr. 
Brigham  has  filled  many  local  offices  in  his 
town  with  honor  and  credit,  among  them  that 
of  Trustee  on  the  ]5oartl  of  Education  and 
Overseer  of  Highways,  and  is  at  present  serv- 
ing on  a  term  of  three  years  as  Assessor,  hav- 
ing been  elected  in  1892.  In  his  politics  he 
is  an  out  and  out  Republican,  and  prides  liini- 
self  u\Mi\  belonging  to  what  he  considers  the 
best  i)arty  the  country  can  liave.  In  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Red  Men  he  takes  a  great 
interest,  and  is  a  member  of  Pawnee  Tribe, 
No.    120,    of   Binghaniton. 


ICORGIC     LOVE,   the    village    black- 


^^J_  smith  at  Whitney's  Point,  of  which 
place  he  has  been  a  resident  for  the  ])ast 
thirty-five  years,  is  a  self-made  man,  having 
accumulated  a  competence  solely  by  his  own 
endeav(jr.  He  was  born  iu  the  town  of  Bar- 
ker,   April     29,     1S38.       His     father,     Moses 
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Love,  who  worked  at  tlie  blaeksmith's  trade 
in  the  town  of  15arker  for  twenty-five  years, 
was  born  in  Wasliington  County,  New  York, 
about  tlie  year  I7<)i,  and  died  at  Wliitney's 
I'oiiU  in  May,  1874.  1 1  is  first  wife  died, 
leaving'  tliree  eliilibeii;  and  he  was  ai^ain 
married  to  Emily  Striekland,  of  Barker,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Strickland.  Hy  this 
union  were  four  chiklren,  as  follows:  Charles, 
living  ill  Seranton,  I'a.  ;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Jien- 
janiia;  (jecnge;  and  Clara,  wife  of  A.  T. 
Deeker,  who  died  in  the  prime  of  life  with- 
out chiklren. 

George  was  sent  to  the  district  schools 
when  a  boy,  and  began  to  work  in  his  father's 
sh()[)  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  He  was  a  natural 
mechanic,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  had  mas- 
tered the  trade,  and  could  ilo  all  kinds  of  work 
usually  done  at  a  smithy.  lie  began  work  in 
his  present  shoj)  twenty-two  years  ago ;  and, 
in  addition  to  his  blacksmithing,  he  has 
established  a  livery  stable,  keeping  from 
eight  to  fourteen  horses,  which  he  has  suc- 
cessfully managed  for  the  last  nineteen  years, 
while  others  who  have  started  in  the  same 
business   here   have   given    it   up. 

Mr.  Lovemarried,  and  is  the  father  of  four 
children:  Minnie,  wife  of  Henry  Black,  liv- 
ing at  Chenango  l'"orks;  Lilly  May,  a  life- 
long invalid,  who  dietl  when  nineteen  years 
old;  Nellie,  a  young  lady  who  lives  at  home; 
and  Maggie,  a  graduate  of  the  school  at  Whit- 
ney's I'oint,  now  u  teacher  in  the  Chenango 
Forks  Academy.  These  daughters  have  natu- 
ral ability  of  a  high  order,  and  j)articularly  excel 
in  music,  being  good  performers  on  the  piano. 


Mr.  George  Love  votes  the  Democratic 
ticket  at  general  elections.  Socially,  he  is 
an  agreeable  gentleman,  having  many  strong 
friends.  I'^raternally,  he  is  :i  Knight  of 
Honor  and  a  member  of  the  Independent 
()i-der  of  Odd  I'ellows.  Religiously,  he  was 
brought  up  in  the  ]5aptist  faith,  but  is  not  a 
member  of  any  church,  nor  does  he  adhere 
es]3ecially  to  that  doctrine.  He  is  bnilui, 
liberal-minded,  antl  not  bigoted  or  nanow  in 
his  views.  He  has  greiit  respect  for  Chris- 
tianity, but  none  for  hypocrisy,  and  is  apt  V> 
gauge  men  rather  by  their  deeds  than  by  their 
ijrofessions. 


XfU  l^AAAU  II.  VAN  SLYCK,  Second 
/-5\/  Assistant  baigineer  of  the  Bing- 
hamtun  I'^ire  Department,  has  been  a  resident 
of  tliis  city  since  1869,  and  is  a  well-known 
and  respected  citizen.  He  is  a  native  of 
Homer,  Cortland  County,  N.Y.,  where  he 
was  born  January  21,  1S40,  son  of  Philip  and 
Abi  (Ivider)  Van  Slyck.  As  the  name  \'an 
Slyck  implies,  his  ancestois  were  fr(mi  Hol- 
land; ;ind  the  lamily  records  show  that  the 
first  of  the  name  in  .this  country  were  among 
the  early  Dutch  settlers  of  Ivinderhook,  N.Y. 
Philip  Van  Slyck  was  born  at  that  place,  and 
was  a  farmer  there  for  some  years,  afterward 
moving  to  Exeter,  Otsego  Cmmty,  N.Y., 
and  from  tljere  going  to  Ujiper  Cincinnatus, 
thence  to  Homer,  and  finally  settling  in 
Cayuga  County,  where  he  died  in  1862,  leav- 
ing a  widow  and  six  children.  The  names 
of  the  children  are  as  follows:  DeWitl, 
deceased;    Eliza,    Mrs.    Higilay,    of    Kansas; 
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Mary,  Mrs.  Joseph  Burt,  deceased  in  1888; 
Dek'van,  present  publisher  of  the  Republican 
of  Hamilton,  N.Y.,  and  a  former  Trustee  of 
the  Binghaniton  State  Hospital;  Emily,  Mrs. 
P.  T.  Hill,  of  Orleans  County,  New  York; 
and  William  H.  The  mother  was  an  aunt  of 
John  J.  Rider,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Otsego 
County,  and  to  the  hour  of  her  death  was  a 
devoted  and  exemplary  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist church. 

William  H.  Van  Slyck  was  educated  at  the 
academy  in  Homer,  N.Y.,  and  after  leaving 
school  went  to  work  in  the  printing-office  of 
the  Cortland  Banner,  of  which  paper  his 
brother  was  at  that  time  publisher.  Finding 
a  good  opening  for  bill-posting,  he  began  that 
occupation  in  Cortland,  N.Y.,  afterward, 
April  I,  1869,  settling  in  Binghamton,  where 
he  most  successfully  carried  on  this  business,- 
increasing  it  from  a  small  beginning  to  a 
large  and  profitable  paying  concern.  Mr. 
Van  Slyck  is  now,  with  one  e.xception,  the  old- 
est bill-poster  in  the  State  of  New  York,  his 
senior  being  Mr.  Eaton,  of  Auburn,  N.Y. 
In  1 888  Mr.  Van  Slyck  disposed  of  the  busi- 
ness to  John  W.  Abbott,  but  still  had  charge 
of  it  for  most  of  the  time,  and  since  the  death 
of  Mr.  Abbott  has  taken,  the  entire  manage- 
ment of  the  business  for  his  widow,  Mrs. 
S.  M.  Abbott,  having  under  control  twenty- 
five  large  and  two   hundred   small   bill-boards. 

Mr.  Van  Slyck  is  a  veteran  fireman,  hav- 
ing served  in  the  ranks  since  1857,  when  he 
joined  the  Tempest  Fire  Company  at  Homer. 
He  afterward  belonged  to  the  Water  Witch 
Engine  Company  and  the   Hook  and   Ladder 


Company  of  Cortland,  being  Assistant  Fore- 
man of  the  latter  when  he  came  to  Bingham- 
ton to  settle.  In  this  city  he  has  been 
identified  with  Crystal  Hose  Company  since 
1869,  holding  the  office  of  Secretary  of  that 
company  for  seven  years.  Mr.  Van  Slyck 
was  elected  in  1872  Second  Assistant  Engi- 
neer of  the  Binghamton  Fire  Department. 

Two  years  ago  he  was  severely  afflicted  in 
the  death  of  his  son,  William  P.  Van  Slyck, 
who  had  assisted  him  in  the  bill-posting  busi- 
ness, and  who  was  also  an  employee  of  a  large 
cigar  firm  of  Binghamton.  He  was  a  young 
man  of  great  ability  and  of  much  promise; 
and  his  demise  on  June  10,  1892,  at  thirty- 
three  years  of  age,  was  a  source  of  deep  sor- 
row to  his  family  and  friends.  Mr.  Van 
Slyck'  is  a  faithful  and  earnest  adherent  of  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  is  a 
well-known  and  progressive  citizen  of  ]5ing- 
hamton. 


IRAM  D.  WILBER,  an  esteemed  citi- 
zen of  the  town  of  Vestal,  Broome 
County,  N.Y.,  was  born  March  17, 
i8i8,  a  son  of  Larry  Wilber,  who  early  in  the 
present  century  left  his  home  in  Dutchess 
County,  New  York,  and  penetrated  into  the 
wilds  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  made  a  home 
near  the  beautiful  sheet  of  water  known  as 
Silver  Lake.  His  first  work  was  to  build  a 
log  cabin  for  a  shelter,  and  then  to  clear  the 
land  of  its  virgin  growth  of  timber.  The 
father  afterward  moved  to  Liberty,  N.Y., 
wliere  lie  resided  until  his  death.  He  had 
been  a   Whig   in   politics  until   the  formation 
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of  the  Rc'iniblican  party,  when  lie  became  one 
or  its  steadfast  supi)orters.  I  lis  wife  was  a 
Miss  Hannah  Potter,  and  they  reared  eight 
cliildren,  namely:  Carrie;  ]''lijah;  Jane; 
Mlias,  deceased;  Jeremiah;  Sally;  Ruth;  and 
llirani  D.  The  fatlier  died  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-seven, and  the  mother  at  eighty-two  years. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  biography  was 
reared  at  the  home  of  his  birth,  and  was  given 
the  best  opportunities  of.  education  that  the 
time  and  place  afforded.  As  was  common  for 
boys  living  in  a  sparsely  settled  country  like 
that,  he  grew  up  with  his  gun  and  rod  for  his 
daily  companions  when  not  otherwise  em- 
ployed, roaming  the  woods  and  fields  for  game 
and  whipping  the  waters  of  the  beautiful  lake 
for  fish.  This  life  was  an  education  in  itself, 
both  mental  and  physical;  for,  while  his 
mind  was  enlarged  with  knowledge  gained 
from  observation  of  nature,  his  daily  tramps 
in  the  health-giving  forest  made  him  robust 
and  rugged,  and  thus  he  grew  to  a  vigorous 
manhood.  Until  the  age  of  twenty-five  he  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  on  the  home  farm, 
assisting  his  father.  lUit,  desiring  to  make 
his  own  way  in  the  world,  he  went  to  the 
town  of  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  the  most  thickly 
settled  part  of  which  was  then  little  more 
than  a  hamlet,  large  farms  occupying  the 
places  of  the  present  city  streets,  where  he 
hired   himself   out  as  a  farmer  for  some  years. 

In  1S43  he  married  Miss  I.ucy  Ann  Meri- 
cle,  of  South  Orange,  N.J.,  and  then  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  the  southern  part  of 
Ilawleyton,  N.Y.  When  his  father  died,  he 
came  in  for  a  portion  of  his  estate,  whicli  con- 


sisted of  the  original  farm;  and,  buying  out 
the  interests  of  the  other  heir's,  he  conducted 
both  places  until  the  great. sorrow  came  to 
him  in  the  death  of  his  wife,  with  whom  he 
had  lived  hap])ily  thirty  years,  .when  he  sold 
both  farms,  and  moved  to  his  present  home 
in  Vestal,  near  Binghamton,'  N.Y.,  in  iSSi. 
Si.x  children  had  been  born  to 'them,  who  are 
as  follows:  Gcorgianna,  who  ^  married  Mr. 
Charles  Meeker,  of  Binghamton;' Emily,  wife 
of  Mr.  Charles  Mead,  Chief  of 'Police  of  the 
city  of  Binghamton;  Frederick;  Jerome;  l!?s- 
tella;  and   Tompkins. 

Mr.  Wilber  married  for  his  second  wife 
Miss  Mercy  Adams.  They  are  influential 
members  of  the  PI igh  Street  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  of  Binghamton,  and  faithfully 
attend  to  their  religious  duties'.  Mr.  Wilber 
is  an  ardent  supj^orter  of  the.  Republican 
party,  and,  while  not  an  ofifice-seeker,  liber- 
ally promotes  by  his  suffrages  the  candidates 
of  his  party.  Mr.  Love  has  a  most  excellent 
record  in  his  town  and  county.  Me  has  la- 
bored industriously  and  economically  to  attain 
his  present  position,  and  is  fully  entitled  to 
his  good  reputation.  Religious  and  upright, 
he  is  a  wortliy  representative  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  Broome  County. 


"ON.  ABICL  l^lCNNiriT,  first  Mayor 
of  the  city  of  ISinghamton  after  its 
incorporation  in  1867,  was  born 
November  16,  iSiS,  in  Ik-nnettsville,  Che- 
n.ingo  County,  N.Y.  Mis  grandfathei-, 
Caleb   Bennett,   whose   ancestors   were  amontr 
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the  early  l-'iiglisli  colonists  of  America,  was 
born  in  Rhode  I.slaiul,  and  was  the  first  of  his 
family  to  remove  lo  the  h'ar  West,  as  the  State 
of  New  York  was  then  called  by  ICastern 
people,  and  settle  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Unadilla,  Otsego  County,  where  he  engaged 
in  milling  and  farming.  Later  he  removed 
to  Hennettsville,  at  which  i)lace  the  water 
power  was  all  that  could  be  desiretl  for  the 
grist  and  lumber  mills,  which  were  called 
Bennett's  mills,  and  have  been  known  as  such 
for  the  last  one  huntlretl  years. 

Caleb  Bennett  was  married  to  Miss  f'^liza- 
beth  Potter;  and  their  family  consisted  of  four 
sons  —  Abel,  I'hineas  (twins),  y\rnold,  and 
Hiram — and  four  daughters  —  Annie,  Tru- 
dencc,  Hannah,  and  Abigail.  The  eldest 
daughter,  Annie,  married  a  Mr.  dirnwall,  of 
Afton,  N.Y.  ;  Prudence  became  Mrs.  Enos 
Goodman;  Plannah,  Mrs.  Charles  Merritt; 
and  Abigail,  Mrs.  'Phurber.  The  sons  of 
Caleb  Bennett  were  industrimis  and  energetic 
men,  and  carried  on  the  milling  business  to- 
gether, establishing  a  lucrative  and  prosper- 
ous trade  for  their  children.  Abel,  one  of 
the  twin  brothers,  married  Miss  P'lavilla 
Ploag,  of  Bcnnettsville.  Seven  children  were 
born  lo  this  marriage,  of  wT^om  Abel,  Jr.,  the 
subject  of  tiiis  sketch,  was  the  seccnul.  'I'he 
(jtherswere:  Sallie,  who  married  I'jioeh  Co[)e- 
ley,  of  Oneonta,  N.Y.;  Ann  Eliza,  wife  of 
Dr.  Anson  G.  Curtis,  of  Pittston,  Pa. ; 
Amelia,  who  ilied  unmarried  at  the  age  of 
twenty-livej  E.dward  L.,  residing  in  Bing- 
hamton;  and  James  \V.,  who  lives  at  the  old 
honiesteatl  in  ]?ennettsville. 


The  school  privileges  of  young  Abel  Ben- 
nett were  confined  to  two  winter  terms  in  a 
[srivate  school  ke[)t  by  his  cousin,  the  Rev. 
Ileni-y  R.obertson.  ]?ut  he  was  of  a  studious 
nature,  and  improved  every  opportunity  of 
acquiring  useful  knowledge,  storing  his  mind 
from  the  best  books  that  came  within  his 
reacli.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  went  to  work 
hauling  logs  to  the  mill  for  his  father,  using 
oxen  and  horses,  and  thus  [lassed  the  whole 
winter.  At  eighteen  years  of  age  he  began 
teaming  the  sawed  lumber  from  the  mill  to 
the  Delaware  River,  fifteen  miles  distant, 
near  Deposit,  whence  it  was  rafted  to  the  Phil- 
adelphia markets.  It  was  at  this  time  that 
a  circumstance  occurred  which  gave  a  remark- 
able exhibition  of  his  presence  of  mind  and 
physical  strength.  P^illy  one  huinh-cd  thou- 
sand feet  of  lumber  hatl  been  taken  to  the 
river  and  [irepared  for  rafting.  A  "January 
thaw"  was  threatened;  and  Abel  and  his 
cousin  ]\.ufus,  who  were  in  charge  of  the  float, 
anxiously  watched  tlie  river,  tearing  that  the 
ice'  would  break,  and  that  the  consequent 
freshet  would  scatter  the  lumber,  which  hatl 
been  piled  by  the  sleigh  or  sledge  load  in 
different  places.  Just  before  settling  them- 
selves for  the  night,  the  young  men  went  for 
a  linal  look  at  the  river,  and  found  to  their 
amazement  that  it  hail  risen  suckleiily,  ami 
that  there  was  danger  of  the  ice-floes  sweep- 
ing their  cargo  away.  The  practical  mind  of 
Abel  instantly  suggested  that,  if  the  lumber 
was  made  into  a  heavy  barricade,  the  current 
would  have  no  effect  upon  it.  Quickly  fol- 
lowing  the   idea,  he  S[irang   into   the  chilling 
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stream,  ami  for  hours  worked  standing  in  ice- 
cold  water,  reaching  some  of  the  time  almost 
to  his  armpits,  and  liually  succeedeil  in  piling 
the  lumber  into  a  solitl  mass,  which  success- 
fully resisted  the  force  of  the  flood.  This 
readiness  of  resource  and  evidence  of  courage 
and  unfaltering  will  was  so  satisfactory  to  his 
father  and  uncle  that  they  gave  him  entire 
charge  of  the  sale  of  their  lumber,  where  he 
again  proved  himself  a  financier  so  keen  and 
quick-witted  as  to  raise  their  profits  higher 
tiian  they  had  ever  before  made.  And  thus  it 
was  all  through  his  life  in  every  enterprise  he 
undertook,  the  same  calm  and  cool  judgment, 
inventive  genius,  sobriety,  and  unostentatious 
manner  gaining  for  him  tlie  conndcnce  aiul 
reliance  of  all  with  whom  he  was  connected. 
In  1840  Mr.  Bennett  engaged  as  a  clerk  in 
a  general  store  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  owned  by 
Messrs.  Johnson  &  Lathrop.  Here  he  re- 
mained until  the  following  spring,  when  he 
became  interested  with  Mr.  Johnson  in  a  coal 
company  at  I'ittston,  I'a.  It  was  here  that 
i\Ir.  ISennelt's  jiractical  talents  were  of  the 
highest  service.  lie  was  the  first  to  cojiceive 
the  jilan  of  having  the  coal  raised  by  eleva- 
tors, and  tliere  is  nu  doubt  that  the  idea  origi- 
nated with  him.  It  was  at  this  place  that 
Mr.  Bennett  laid  the  foundation  for  his  future 
large  fortune.  By  reason  of  the  hard  times 
;and  the  tariff  agitation  the  iron  mills  were  in 
a  precarious  condition ;  and,  as  the  coal  com- 
[jany  ilepcnded  on  their  [xitronage  in  a  great 
measure,  Mr.  Bennett  brought  all  his  energies 
to  bear,  and,  by  selling  to  them  at  five  per 
cent,    less  for   cash   payments  and   giving    his 


notes,  secured  money  enough  to  float  the  com- 
pany, and  finally,  by  buying  uj)  all  the  other 
interests,  became  the  owner  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Coal  Company,  which  to-ekiy  is  in  exist- 
ence with  a  cajiital  of  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  When  he  i)urchased  this  mine  ant! 
the  land  around,  he  sold  lots  to  merchants, 
who  saw  that  it  was  a  promising  location;  and 
thus  commenced  the  town  of  Pittston.  P'rom 
these  lots  Mr.  Bennett  and  his  father-in-law 
and  i^artner,  Mr.  J.  \V.  Johnson,  realized  a 
handsome  profit.  Mr.  Johnson  was  a  half- 
brother  of  Mr.  Bennett's  mother,  and,  having 
always  taken  a  great  interest  in  his  ne[)hew, 
had  aided  him  in  speculations,  which  Mr. 
JSennett  reciprocated  by  taking  Mr.  Johnson 
in  as  equal  i)artner  in  the  sales  cjI  the  land, 
whicii  netted  them  one  lunidred  and  twenty- 
five  thousaml  d(i  liars  over  all  expenses. 
i,ittle  did  Mr.  ]?ennett  and  his  partner  dream, 
when  they  sunk  the  shaft  of  that  mine,  that 
the  future  cities  of  Scranton  and  Pittston 
would    be    the    result    of    their   enterprise. 

In  May  of  1S41S  Mr.  Bennett  removed  to 
New  York  City,  ani.1  became  a  partner  in 
the  firm  of  Lathrop,  Luddingtou  &  Co.  This 
great  company,  known  throughout  the  United 
States,  of  which  Mr.  Bennett  and  Mr.  John- 
son were  special  partners,  occujjied  three 
large  stores  on  Broadway,  where  their  sales 
aggregated  in  a  single  year  eleven  million 
dollars.  When  this  firm  became  involved  by 
the  financial  de[)ression  following  the  war, 
Messrs.  Luddington  &  liennett,  by  paying 
sixty  cents  on  the  tlollar,  bought  the  stock 
and  assets,  giving   their   notes  for  about    nine 
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hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  were  all  paid 
within  the  time  specified.  Mr.  Bennett  never 
realized  entirely  on  these  advances,  but  se- 
cured sonic  fine  Western  lands,  which  are 
constantly  growing   in   value. 

In  1847  Mr.  Abel  Bennett  was  married  to 
Miss  Adelaide  Johnson,  the  eldest  daughter 
of  Mr.  James  W.  Johnson,  who  was  his  friend 
and  partner,  anil  resided  at  that  time  in  Pitts- 
ton.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Johnson  his 
widow  made  her  home  in  an  elegant  mansion 
on  the  Riverside  Drive  in  Binghamton,  N.Y., 
where  she  died  in  1892.  She  was  a  woman  of 
rare  intell  igence  and  benevolence;  and  to  iier 
charity  the  Old  I.adies'  Home  at  h'airview,  a 
suburb  of  Binghamton,  is  indebted  for  its 
existence.  Mrs.  Adelaide  J.  Bennett  died 
December  13,  1S54,  leaving  one  child,  Helen, 
wife  of  the  Hon.  S.  C.  Millard,  a  distin- 
guished lawyer  of  Binghamton,  who  repre- 
sented his  district  in  Congress  as  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  two  years. 
On  I""ebruary  19,  1857,  Mr.  Bennett  married 
for  liis  second  wife  Miss  Eugenia  Griffith 
I.athrop,  daughter  of  William  Lathrop,  of  Al- 
bany (deceased),  and  niece  of  the  late  R.  D. 
Lathrop,  of  the  dry-goods  firm  in  New  York 
City  of  whicli  Mr.  Beonett  was  a  partner. 
To  this  marriage  were  born  two  sons:  Cliarles 
Pearson,  on  May  2^^  1S58;  and  I'red., 
August  4,  i860.  Charles  resides  on  the  ex- 
tensive ranch  in  Iowa  which  was  left  to  him 
by  iiis  father,  and  hVed  lives  at  the  beautiful 
home  on  College  Hill  purchased  by  his  father 
in  1859. 

Mr.  Bennett    invested    largely  in  real  estate 


in  the  city  of  Binghamton,  buying  a  great 
deal  of  land  on  Washington  Street,  where  he 
erected  the  large  business  block  known  as  the 
Bennett  Block;  and  in  1S77  he  built  the  line 
structure  known  as  the  Hotel  Bennett,  the' 
plans  of  which  were  drawn  by  I.  G.  Perry,  the 
Superintendent  of  the  State  Capitol  at  Al- 
bany. In  September  of  1S63  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Binghamton  was  organized; 
and  February  27,  1864,  it  went  into  operation 
with  i\Ir.  Bennett  as  President.  In  the  year 
1867  Binghamton  obtained  a  city  charter;  and 
Mr.  l?ennett,  althougli  a  Republican,  receiveil 
an  election  almost  unanimous,  all  parties 
combining  to  vote  for  him  for  their  first 
Mayor.  He  displayed  the  same  ability  and 
success  in  municipal  affairs  as  had  followed 
him  in  commercial  ones;  and  his  administra- 
tion was  wise,  conservative,  and  jjopular. 

But  the  greatest  and  most  tlistinguishing 
trait  of  Mr.  Bennett  was  his  pulilic  spirit  and 
his  practical  benevolence.  Up  to  1S69  tlie 
indigent  poor  and  orphan  children  of  the 
-county  had  been  herded  in  the  common  alms- 
liouse,  where  they  were  associated  with  the 
most  corrupt  outcasts  of  society.  In  conjunc- 
tion witli  Dr.  Orton  and  other  philanthropic 
citizens,  Mr.  Bennett  founded  the  Susque- 
hanna Valley  Home,  which  was  chartered 
March  15,  1869,  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
"a  Christian  home  and  suitalile  instruction 
for  destitute  children,  anil  to  secure  their 
adoption  into  families  of  respectability  and 
benevolence."  The  Home  had  tenii)orary 
c[uarters  at  first  at  Place  College  in  Bingham- 
ton;   but    in    1 87 1    a    State    appropriation    of 
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twenty  Ihousand  dollai.s  cnaljlccl  the  piiicliase 
of  the  prebcnt  Home,  situated  on  the  banks  of 
the  Susquehanna  River.  !\[r.  Ik'nnett,  fidni 
its  very  first  inception,  manilested  llie  most 
lively  interest,  and  in  ad\'iee,  counsel,  and 
Ijecuniary  aid  contributed  much  toward  over- 
coming the  difficulties  attending  the  founding 
of  a  new  institution.  lie  was  President  of 
the  Board  of  Managers  for  many  years,  and 
his  watchful  care  and  fatherly  interest  greatly 
assisted  in  carrying  on  this  noble  work.  Un- 
ostentatious, kinilly  and  plain  in  his  manner, 
i\Ir.  Bennett  was  as  unpretentious  as  the  most 
humble  man  in  his  employ.  Mis  hand  was 
ever  ready  and  open  to  the  cause  of  the  needy, 
and  his  active  philanthropy  was  as  much  re- 
marked as  his  Ijusiness  enterprise. 

Mrs.  luigenia  (Lathrop)  Bennett  was  a  kuly 
well  known  for  her  noble  generosity  and 
munificent  charities.  Ilcr  name  was  pro- 
verbial among  the  poor  as  their  refuge  and 
benefactress  in  all  trouble,  and  lier  memory 
to-day  is  recorded  in  their  hearts  more  endur- 
ingiy  tJian  on  any  tablet  of  bronze  or  marble. 
Her  death  occurred  December  24,  1886;  antl 
a  touching  circumstance  showing  her  provi- 
dent thought  and  care  for  her  dear  friends  and 
her  beloved  ]5oor  was  made  known  in  looking 
over  her  effects,  where  were  found  lickeleil 
and  labelleil  her  Christmas  gifts  forever)'  one. 
.She  was  an  active  member  of  the  l^'irst  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  illustrated  in  her  life 
tlie  sincerity  of  her  religious  faith.  The  Sus- 
C[uehanna  Valley  Home  found  no  truer  friend 
than  this  good  woman,  who  ably  co-operated 
with    her    husbantl    in    this    humane  work    of 


caring  fiu"  the  (uphaned  little  cjucs.  After 
the  death  of  his  wife  Mr.  Bennett  visibly  de- 
clined in  health,  and  died  June  11,  1S89,  at 
Glen  Haven,  N.V.,  a  resort  for  invalids, 
whither  he  had  gone  in  hopes  of  regaining  his 
strength.  He  died  peacefully  and  resigned, 
attended  in  his  last  hours  by  the  loving  min- 
istrations of  his  devoted  daughter,  Mrs.  S.  C. 
Millard.  His  grave  is  in  beautiful  .Spring 
Forest  Cemetery,  ]5inghamton.  Of  Mr.  Ben- 
nett may  be  truly  said,  '"  ]'ita  ctiiiii  mortiio- 
I'lDii  in  iiiciiiorid  vii'onnn  csl  posita  " ;  for  he 
survives  in  the  remembrance  and  veneration 
of  the  jK-ople  of  the  city  he  so  helped  to 
beautify,  and  in  the  hearts  of  the  helpless 
waifs   to   whom    he   was   such   a   benefactor. 

The  steel  -  engraved  portrait  of  the  Hon. 
Abel  Bennett  herewith  presented  is  an  invalu- 
able supplement  to  this  biogiaiihical  sketch, 
as  serving  to  perpetuate  the  features  of  this 
true-hearted  philanthroiiist,  whose  charity  was 
not  in  words  alone,  but  in  fitting  deeds 
"01'  kindness  and  uf  love." 


CS)TUG1I  GARNIHT  BULLION,  IXIXS., 
is  a  prominent  and  successful  dentist 
of  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  resident  in 
this  city  since  18S6.  Dr.  I'ullen  was  born  in 
Devonshire,  luigland,  in  I859,  and  came  to 
this  country  when  but  fifteen  year.s  of  age 
with  his  parents,  who  settled  near  Toronto, 
Canada. 

Hugh  Bullen,  Sr.,  the  father  of  Dr.  Bullen, 
was  a  Captain  in  the  luiglish  Navy.  All  the 
older  male  members  of   the    Pullen  family  be- 
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longctl  to  the  navy,  as  do  most  of  those  resid- 
ing in  England  to-day.  The  Doctor  had  an 
uncle,  William  I'ullen,  who  was  an  Admiral. 
Captain  I'ullen  saw  'twenty-seven  years  of 
active  service  under  the  ]5ritish  ensign,  and, 
when  he  retired,  emigrated  with  his  family  to 
Canada,  where  he  remained  until  his  death. 
His  wife  was  Mary  S.  Skinley.  She  was  also 
a  native  of  Devonshire,  lingland,  and  now 
resides   in   Toronto. 

When  eleven  years  of  age,  young  I'ullen 
was  sent  to  the  royal  naval  school  at  New- 
cross,  England,  near  London,  where  he  com- 
pleted his  literary  eckication,  this  school  being 
for  sons  of  officers,  with  a  view  to  their  join- 
ing the  English  navy.  Instead  of  embracing 
his  hereditary  calling  and  becoming  a  mid- 
shipman in  her  Majesty's  service,  the  lad 
came  with  his  parents  to  America,  as  above 
mentioned,  and  in  due  course  of  time  adopted 
a  profession  that  was  neither  nautical  nor  bel- 
ligerent. 

After  pursuing  a  course  of  study  in  den- 
tistry, he  located  himself  at  Winona,  Minn., 
where  he  practised  for  two  years.  lie  then 
spent  two  years  more  at  the  I'hiladelpliia  Col- 
lege, at  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1S84.  .Soon  after  he  settled  in  Hingham- 
ton,  N.V.,  where  he  has  built  up  a  large 
practice,  attending  strictly  and  faithfully  to 
his  business,  and  patronized  by  the  best 
people  of   the  city   of   his   adoption. 

Dr.  I'ullen  is  a  gentleman  of  fine  presence, 
genial  and  cordial,  and  a  favorite  in  the  liigh- 
cst  circles  of  Hinghamton  society,  lie  mar- 
ried Miss  I'Irnestine  Clapp,  daughter  of  Cyrus 


S.  Clapi),  Esq.,  of  Binghamton,  and  grand- 
daughter of  John  Clapp,  who  was  an  old  and 
distinguished  citizen  of  this  city.  The  wed- 
ding occurred  Jime  g,  18S7;  and  the  recep- 
tion was  one  of  the  most  elegant  and  brilliant 
social  functions  ever  hehl.  in  Binghamton. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Pullen  have  one  child,  Ernes- 
tine. They  are  members  of  Christ  (Episco- 
pal) Church,  and  reside  in  a  tasteful  home  on 
Arthur  Street  in  Binghamton,  where  they 
entertain  with  cordial  and  generous  hospital- 
ity. The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  I5ing- 
hamton  and  Dobson  Clubs,  the  two  leading 
social  clubs  of  the  city.  He  votes  the  Re- 
publican  ticket. 


IlJ-;ODORE  GREEN,  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  War,  now  a  farmer  of  the  town 
of  I'enton,  has  occupied  his  present  home- 
stead since  188S,  and  makes  agriculture  his 
business,  although  he  has  learned  the  trades 
of  carjienter  and  wagon-maker.  He  was  born 
in  tlie  town  of  Chenango  in  1S44,  a  son  of 
Alvah  Green,  who  was  born  at  the  same  place, 
I'Y'bruary  22,   18  12. 

The  father  of  Alvah  was  also  a  farmer,  and 
came  from  Connecticut  to  New  York  when  a 
young  man,  settling  in  J-iroome  County,  near 
what  is  now  the  city  of  Binghaniton,  and 
could  at  that  time  have  purchased  the  ground 
where  the  Coiu't  House  now  stands  for  three 
dollars  [ler  acre.  He  j^referred  the  hills  for 
settlement,  calculating  that  the  upland  was 
the  best  for  wheat;  and  that  proiluct  was  con- 
sidered   of    much    importance.      He    had    five 
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sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom  are  now 
f(one  hut  the  youngest,  William  M.,  now  over 
seventy  years  oM,  and  living  at  Port  Diekin- 
son.  Grandfather  Green  was  for  a  time  en- 
gaged witli  his  son  Benjamin  in  kee|Mng  a 
general  store  at  Hinghamton.  Alvah  (ireen 
married  Catharine  Conklin,  of  this  county, 
her  people  having  come  from  Connecticut  in 
an  early  day.  She  is  now  seventy-six  years 
old,  and  lives  at  Kirkwood.  She  is  tlie 
mother  of  seven  children,  only  two  of  whom 
are  now  living,  Theodore  and  Stephen  G., 
who   lives   at    Kirkwood. 

Theotlore  Green,  when  twenty-one  years  old, 
enlisted  in  the  army,  and  went  forth  to  the 
defence  of  liis  country.  He  helongcd  to  Com- 
pany E  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty- 
seventh  New  York  Volunteer  Infantr)',  and 
serveil  till  the  close  of  the  war,  having  heen 
in  the  service  a  little  less  than  one  year.  He 
escaped  injury  from  the  missiles  of  war,  hut 
was  compelled  to  succumb  to  the  results  of 
cxjiosure  and  army  life,  being  for  some  time 
confined  in  the  hos]iital.  He  was  afflicted 
with  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  from  the  ef- 
fects of  which  he  has  never  fully  recovered. 
He  was  brought  up  on  the  farm,  and  had  a 
fair  opportunity  to  attend  school  until  the 
time  of  his  enlistment.  He  was  married  when 
twenty-one,  on  June  22,  1864,  just  before 
entering  the  army,  to  Flora  Blatchley,  of 
Windsor,  a  daughter  of  George  Rlatchley. 
About  five  years  ago  he  bought  for  sixteen 
hundred  dollars  his  present  farm,  which  is 
located  in  tlie  south-west  corner  of  the  town 
of     Barker    anil     near     Castle     Creek.       Mr. 


Green's  first  wife  died  during  the  fall  of 
1S84,  leaving  three  children,  having  buried 
two  infant  (laughters.  The  living  are: 
George  H.,  twenty-six  years  old,  residing  in 
liinghamton;  Annie  ]l.,  wife  of  Mr.  Merse- 
rau,  a  shoe  merchant  of  Windsor;  and  Willie, 
aged  thirteen.  Mr.  Green  was  again  married, 
in  1889,  to  Aima  Ross.  ]^y  this  latter  union 
there  is  one  child,  I.illie  May,  two  years  old. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green  are  Methodists,  ami  take 
an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  that  church  and 
in  the  cause  of  Christianity. 


\(7U/H^I.IAM  F.  YOUNG,  a  prosperous 
^*'  manufacturer  and  tradesman,  enjoys 
the  distinction  of  being,  with  possibly  a 
single  exception,  the  only  man  who  has  been 
continuously  at  the  head  of  his  business  for 
over  forty  years  in  the  city  of  Hinghamton, 
N.Y.  Mr.  Young  was  horn  in  Wurtemberg, 
(Germany,  December  10,  1821,  son  of  Jolin 
Henry  and  Louise  (i'isher)  Young.  He  was 
early  left  an  orphan,  his  father  dying  when  he 
was  but  three  )'ears  old,  and  his  mother  when 
he  was  but  six  years.  Owing  to  tlie  excellent 
system  of  education  in  Germany,  lie  recei\ed 
the  best  school  advantages  there  until  the  age 
of  fifteen  years,  when  he  emigrated  to  New 
York  Cit)',  where  his  imcle,  Chi-istian 
Speidcl,    resided. 

Those  were  the  days  when  the  father  or  the 
guardian  of  the  family  had  the  right  to  ilecide 
what  the  boys  should  do,  ami  the  laws  of 
apprenticeship  were  in  full  force.  William 
was   therefore   bound    out   as  an   api^rentice   to 
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John  Waydcll,  on  Dover  Street,  New  York 
City,  to  learn  the  cooper's  tratle.  There  he 
served  until  1842,  when,  having  reached  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  he  went  as  a  cooper  on  a 
whaling  voyage,  shipping  in  the  bark  "Mary 
Frazer"  liound  to  the  North  and  Soutli  Pacific 
Oceans,  going  by  way  of  Cape  Morn.  He 
was  four  years  on  this  trip,  weighing  anchor 
at  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  April  17,  1S42,  and 
dropping  it  again  in  the  same  harbor  April 
15,  1846.  During  that  time  they  had  visited 
the  South  American  coast  and  Sandwich 
Islands  for  wood  and  water  about  every  six 
months,  generally  remaining  at  those  places 
from  two  to  four  weeks.  On  his  return  to 
New  York  he  stayed  until  December,  working 
for  his  old  employer,  and  then  went  to  Cuba, 
where  he  oiiencd  a  shop  of  his  own  at  Nue- 
vitas,  in  which  he  made  sugar  and  molasses 
hogsheads,  building  up  quite  a  trade,  employ- 
ing a  great  many  men. 

He  left  Cuba  in  July,  1850,  and  reached 
IMnghamton,  N.Y.,  in  September  of  the  same 
year,  intending  to  go  to  California.  Speak- 
ing Spanish  well,  and  knowing  all  about  the 
craft  of  sailing,  lie  was  well  fitted  to  go  out 
as  a  pioneer  into  the  gold  regions;  but 
through  the  influence  and,advice  of  friends  he 
concluded  to  settle  in  Hinghamton,  where  he 
has  remained  ever  since.  The  city  was  then 
but  a  village,  and  not  a  cooper  among  its 
inhabitants.  So  he  embraced  the  splendid 
opi)ortnnity  offei-eil  him,  bought  land,  and 
built  himself  a  shop.  His  first  purchase  was 
on  the  corner  of  Susquehanna  and  State 
Streets,    but    soon    afterward    he    bought    the 


land    where    Weed's    tannery   now    stands   on 
Washington   Street. 

The  canal  then  went  along  the  whole  of 
State  Street,  and  down  Washington  to  the 
river  at  the  place  where  his  office  and  works 
are  now  located.  He  sold  the  land  on  the 
corner  of  Washington  and  Susquehanna' 
Streets  about  1872.  In  1865,  having  bought 
the  point  between  Water  and  Washington 
Streets,  which  was  then  all  swamp,  he  filled 
it  in,  and  has  made  the  ground  on  which  he 
has  his  plant,  consisting  of  office,  shop,  and 
store-rooms,  his  works  being  carried  on  by 
steam  power.  Until  1870  he  had  a  large 
trade  in  his  line  of  manufactures  with  the 
West  Indies,  shipping  his  goods  by  way  of 
canal  and  ocean,  and  doing  mainly  a  whole- 
sale business  as  long  as  lumber  lasted  in  his 
vicinity  and  the  methods  of  shipping  were 
unchanged.  He  also  dealt  in  coopers'  sup- 
plies, selling  to  the  trade  around  him,  and  in 
New  York  State  as  well  as  Pennsylvania, 
buying  stock  by  carloads  from  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  and  Indiana,  and  selling  to  others 
who  could  not  buy  large  lots.  Me  manufact- 
ured extensively  pork  barrels  and  butter  tubs 
and  firkins  for  dairy  work. 

Mr.  Young  started  out  in  life  with  indeed 
a  very  small  capital,  for  on  the  day  his  ap- 
prenticeship ceased  his  employer  j)resented 
him  with  the  munificent  sum  of  (uie  dollar; 
but  he  had  a  good  trade  and  a  stout  heart,  and 
these  were  sufficient  to  insure  him  a  fortune. 
His  employer  was,  however,  a  friend  to  him 
in  giving  him  financial  backing,  and  made  his 
visits   to   New   York   pleasant   and    profitable. 
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l''oi"  ten  years  Mr.  Yoiiiij^  was  City  Assessor, 
wliich  office  he  coiuluctecl  to  tlie  entire  satis- 
laetion  of  the  community  and  with  honor  to 
himself,  jDOsitively  declining  at  the  end  of 
those  years  another  nomination.  He  was  an 
old  member  of  the  hand  fire-engine  company, 
and  now  belongs  to  the  Exempt  Firemen's 
Association. 

Mr.  Young  was  married  in  Newark,  N.J., 
May  4,  1851,  to  Miss  Caroline  B.  Munder, 
who  was  of  German  birth.  They  have  four 
children,  namely.  Emma,  wife  of  Francis 
McCarthy,  of  ImIsou,  Douglas  County,  111.; 
Caroline,  Mrs.  L.  A.  Hard,  of  Candor,  N.Y. ; 
William  II.,  of  Einghaniton;  and  Louisa, 
wife  of  II.  II.  Roberts,  of  Davenport,  la., 
Principal  of  the  high  school  of  that  iilace. 
Mr.  Young  has  been  a  member  of  the  l''irst 
Presbyterian  Church  for  over  thirty-five  years, 
and  is  a  ruling  elder  and  member  of  the 
session.  He  is  a  large  holder  of  real  estate, 
owning  several  houses  on  Washington  and 
Water  Streets  adjoining  his  shop,  and  has  a 
fine  residence  and  other  rented  property  on 
Isbcll  Street,  all  of  whicli  he  has  made  by 
his  own  energy  and  strict  attention  to  his 
business.  He  is  a  fine  Christian  man,  broad 
and  liberal,  and  among  tfle  most  respected 
and  esteemed  citizens  of  liinghamton,  having 
made  for  himself  an  honorable  record  in  his 
forty  years'  residence  in  this  city. 


tm^ 


ICORGP:  N.  KKATOR,  hotel-keeper  at 
\f;^J_  Hawleyton,  in  the  town  of  Bingham- 
ton,  liroonie  County,  was  born  in  New  Jersey, 


June  30,  1840.  His  father,  Peter  Reator,  was 
born  in  Kingston,  Ulster  County,  N.Y., 
wliere  he  was  educated  in  the  district  schools, 
and  afterward  took  up  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing. Later  he  removed  to  Sussex  County, 
New  Jersey,  and  remained  there  many  years, 
finally  settling  in  Birchrunville,  Pa.,  where 
he  died.  He  married  Miss  Julia  Ann  Cort- 
right,  a  native  of  Sussex  County,  New  Jersey, 
lught  children  were  born  to  their  marriage, 
as  follows:  Westbrook ;  Joseph;  Isaiah; 
Lydia,  Mrs.  Jerome  lUirr;  Achsa,  Mrs. 
Decker;  Elizabeth;  and  Gilbert  and  George. 
The   mother   died    in    New  Jersey. 

George  N.  Keator,  after  completing  his 
education  in  the  district  schools,  remained  at 
home  until  his  twenty-first  year,  when  he 
went  to  Port  Jervis,  N.Y.,  and  started  for 
himself  in  the  hotel  business,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  nine  years,  going  from  there  to 
Birchrunville,  Pa.,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing with  his  brother.  He  stayed  at  that  place 
until  his  marriage,  in  1856,  when  he  removed 
to  his  present  home  in  the  town  of  Binghani- 
ton,  N.Y.,  buying  what  was  then  known  as 
the  Gage  Hotel,  and  kept  by  Theodore  Gage. 
The  building  even  then  was  considered  an  old 
one,  but  he  resided  in  it  for  some  years.  Mr. 
Keator  has  lately  built  his  present  fine  struct- 
ure, and  conducts  a  regular  hotel  business 
here. 

Mr.  Keator  was  married  in  1S56  to  Miss 
Augusta,  daughter  of  John  W.  Dodge,  of 
Pennsylvania.  Their  family  circle  has  been 
blessetl  with  five  children:  Eugene  I.;  Etta 
A.;    George    N.,    Jr.;    William    15.;    and   Au- 
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gusta  D.  On  April  22,  1890,  the  daughter 
ICttiL  was  married  to  Henry  Harding,  of  New 
Milford,  I'a.  Mr.  Harding,  who  belongs  to 
the  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  No.  207,  of  New 
Milford,  conducts  a  harness-making  business 
in  Ilawleyton. 

Mr.  Keator  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War, 
having  enlisted  in  1862  in  the  Fifteenth  New 
Jersey  Regiment.  He  first  entered  for  three 
months,  and  was  discharged,  and  then  re-en- 
listed in  the  b'ifty-sectmd  Pennsylvania  Regi- 
ment for  three  months,  and  participated  in 
many  battles,  among  them  h'air  Oaks,  -Seven 
I'ines,  Chickahominy,  and  others.  He  was 
fortunate  in  escaping  unharmed  from  these 
engagements,  and  returning  to  his  home  with 
an  honorable  discharge.  He  is  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  cause  of  the  veterans,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  of  Ilawley- 
ton, N.Y.  The  Keator  family  all  attend  the 
Methodist  church,  and  are  warm  supporters  of 
that  faith.  Mr.  Keator  is  a  reiHXsentative 
man  of  his  town,  ever  favoring  whatever  is  for 
the  improvement  and  elevation  of  society,  and 
has  proved  himself  always  a  loyal  and  true 
citizen   o{   his   countiy. 


^^jOLLIN  \V.  Mh:i-:KKR,  a  rising  and 
popular  attorney  of  Binghamton, 
N.Y.,  was  born  December  25, 
1870,  son  of  VA'i  .S.  and  Samantha  L.  (Mor- 
gan) Meeker.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Samuel  Meeker,  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
when  a  young  man  settled  at  Quaker  Lake, 
Pa.,    where   the   homestead    still    stands.      As 


was  common  in  many  of  the  early  settlements 
of  this  country,  a  portion  of  this  farm  was 
marketl  off  and  enclosed  as  a  family  cemetery. 
The  great  number  of  tombstones  therein 
bearing  the  name  and  attesting  the  virtues  of 
the  Meeker  family  proves  that  they  were  of 
more  than  ordinar)'  importance  in  that  neigh- 
borhood. 

Mr.  Samuel  Meeker  married  Miss  Sarah 
Finch,  of  Susquehanna  County,  who  still 
lives,  aged  eighty-five  years.  He  died  in 
P'ebruary,  1892,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six.  At 
the  time  of  his  coming  to  Quaker  Lake  he 
bought  new  land  and  imjiroved  the  farm,  sub- 
secpiently  going  to  Ilawleyton,  Pa.  He  was 
of  old  Puritan  ancestry,  and  a  devoted  memlier 
of  the  Metliodist  lipiscopal  church,  often 
walking  several  miles  to  attend  divine  ser- 
vice. 

Lli  S.,  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (I'inch) 
Meeker,  was  born  near  Ilawleyton  in  1833. 
When  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  he  engagctl 
in  the  lumber  business,  making  his  home  at 
Ilawleyton.  In  1881  he  came  to  Bingham- 
ton,  N.Y.,  and  entered  into  partnership  with 
Waring  S.  Weed,  the  firm  being  known  as 
VV.  S.  Weed  &  Co.,  wholesale  dealers  in  lum- 
ber in  Western  Pennsylvania,  and  retailing 
blinds,  sash,  doors,  etc.,  in  Pinghamton. 
While  in  Ilawleyton,  Mr.  Meeker  was  a 
Supervisor  and  School  Commissioner.  In 
Binghamton  he  has  served  as  Alderman  of  the 
.Second  Ward  for  two  terms.  He  is  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Columbian  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, and  is  one  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Ross   Park.      He   married    Samantha  L.    Mor- 
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gan,  who  was  born  at  Richfield  Springs,  N.Y. 
They  are  both  members  of  the  Tabernacle 
(Methodist    Episcopal)   Church. 

Rollin  W.  i\1eekei-  was  educated  in  the 
public  and  high  schools  of  liinghamton,  and 
finished  under  private  tuition.  In  September 
of  1888  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Hon.  \'a\- 
nnind  O'Connor,  and  read  law  with  him  until 
admitted  by  examination  at  the  general  term 
t)t  court  lield  at  15inghamton  l'\-bruary  5, 
1S92,  being  just  of  age.  Me  began  practis- 
ing law  in  the  same  office  in  which  he  had 
studied,  and  is  in  general  jjractice,  but  prin- 
cii^ally  engaged  in  litigated  cases  and  trials 
before  jury.  He  has  been  associated  with 
Senator  O'Connor  in  several  notable  cases, 
and  is  fast  making  a  fine  reputation.  Mr. 
Rollin  \V.  Meeker  is  Treasurer  of  Columbian 
Manufacturing  Company,  Secretary  of  ]5ing- 
hamton  Woollen  Company,  a  member  of 
Chemical  Fire  Company,  and  in  social  life 
belongs  to  the  Binghamton  Club.  Mi'. 
Meeker  is  also  on  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Republican  League  of  the  Second  Ward, 
and  is  Secretary  of  the  Second  Ward  Repub- 
lican Club.  He  is  active  in  Masonic  affairs, 
being  a  member  both  of  the  Chapter  and  Com- 
mandery  of  Binghamton.  * 

This  young  man  is,  as  were  his  ancestors, 
a  strong  supporter  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
religion,  and  attends  the  Tabernacle  Church 
of  Binghamton.  With  his  talents,  and  the 
great  promise  he  has  given  so  far  such  splen- 
did evidence  of,  there  is  no  doubt  of  his 
making  his  mark  among  the  highest  legal 
luminaries   of   Broome   County. 


7^HARLI-:S  F.  MOORE,  a  farmer  and 
I   J|         market  gardener  of  the  town  of   Bing- 

^ '  hamton,     N.Y.,     was     boiai     at     the 

family  honiesteatl,  October  2,  1S31.  When 
the  present  city  of  Binghamton  was  but  a 
small  hamlet,  familiarly  known  as  "Chenang 
P'int, "  Solomon  Moore,  the  grandfather  of 
Charles,  after  a  journey  through  the  wilder- 
ness from  his  native  State,  Vermont,  in  the 
year  1787  settled  at  the  "B'int,"  where  he 
remained  for  some  time,  and  then  |)urchased, 
through  General  Whitney,  from  Mr.  Bingham, 
the  protluctive  farm  of  ninety  acres  on  which 
his  grandsons  now  reside.  The  only  im- 
[H-ovement  made  on  the  place  was  where  a 
little  land  had  been  cultivated  by  the  Indians 
to  raise  corn;  and  it  was  still  almost  all  tim- 
bered when  he  built  his  log  block-house  near 
where  the  present  residence  of  his  grandson, 
John  P.  Moore,  stands.  Here  Mr.  Moore 
spent  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  in  December 
of  181G.  He  married  Miss  Submit  Murdock, 
of  Vermont;  anil  they  reared  four  sons, 
namely':  Beeby,  who  first  settled  near  St. 
Joseph,  Pa.,  and  later  near  Rayville;  Lark, 
who  lived  near  P'riendville ;  Solomon,  who 
resided  in  Afton,  N.Y.,  till  his  death  in 
middle  age;  and  John,  who  was  born,  lived, 
and  dietl  on  the  homestead. 

John  Moore  was  born  h'ebruary  10,  1797, 
and  "was  educated  in  the  village  school,  hav- 
ing the  best  educational  facilities  there 
afforded  in  those  primitive  times.  He  early 
manifested  a  taste  for  agriculture;  and,  be- 
coming heir  to  the  farm  after  his  father's 
death,  he  applied  himself   entirely  to  its  man- 
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agenicnt,  and  brought  the  land  into  an  excel- 
lent and  productive  state  of  cultivation.  Me 
was  a  dutiful  son,  and  took  care  of  his  aged 
mother,  who  died  at  his  home  in  1846.  John 
Moore  married  Miss  Loretta  Chamberlain, 
daughter  of  Judge  William  Chamberlain,  who 
came  to  Broome  from  Dutchess  County,  New 
York,  in  the  year  1799.  Judge  Chamberlain 
was  appointed  Justice  of  the  I'eace  in  1802, 
was  Sheriff  of  the  county  in  1817,  and  after- 
ward held  the  office  of  Judge  of  Broome 
County  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  a 
prominent  factor  in  the  politics  of  Broome 
County,  and  a  man  of  keen  intelligence  and 
good  judgment.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Moore 
reared  four  children,  as  follows:  William  C, 
a  resident  of  New  York  City;  Jane,  Mrs. 
Lewis  Baird,  who  died  in  1879;  Charles  F. 
and  John  P.,  residing  on  a  part  of  the  old 
homestead  in  Binghamton.  The  father  died 
January  1,  1878,  and  his  wife  January  17, 
i860,  at  the  home  of  her  son,  John  1'.  Moore. 
The  father  and  mother  were  members  of  the 
Episcopal  church,  in  which  Mr.  Moore  was  a' 
Warden  and  Vestryman  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  wa§  possessed  of  great  energy  and  ambi- 
tion, and,  while  a  public-spirited  citizen,  was 
never  an  aspirant  for  political  office. 

Charles  F.  Moore  received  his  education  in 
the  district  schools,  and  afterward  attended 
the  academy  at  Binghamton,  which  then  stood 
on  the  site  where  the  County  Clerk's  office 
now  stands,  in  the  rear  of  the  Court  House. 
I'his  inslilutif)!!  of  learning  was  founded  in 
1842,  and  became  the  Alma  Mater  of  the 
majority  of  the  best   citizens   of   Binghamton. 


In  its  advanced  methods  of  education  it  may 
be  considered  to  have  been  the  pioneer  of  the 
present  admirable  high-school  system  of  the 
city.  Residing  always  on  the  old  homestead, 
Charles  assisted  his  father  in  the  work  of  the 
farm.  For  some  years  this  farm  had  been 
devoted  to  the  culture  of  tobacco,  which  was  a 
profitable  crop;  but  after  a  time  Charles  and 
his  father,  finding  that  there  was  ready  sale 
in  ]5inghamton  for  fresh  vegetables,  gave  up 
tobacco  culture,  and  turned  their  attention  to 
the  raising  of  every  variety  of  choice  vegeta- 
ble, so  that  now  Mr.  Moore  has  one  of  the 
largest  and  best  paying  gardens  in   the   State. 

At  twenty-four  years  of  age  Mr.  Charles  V. 
Moore  mairied  Miss  Lydia  A.,  daughter  of 
David  15.  West.  She  was  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  and  died  seven  years  after  her  mar- 
riag^e,  leaving  one  son,  William  A.  Moore, 
now  a  prominent  and  successful  physician  of 
Binghamton.  Her  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Gray.  Mr.  Moore  married  for  his  second 
wife  Miss  Margaret  ]?loomingdalc,  of  Guilder- 
land,  Albany  County,  N.Y.,  daughter  of 
Adam  and  Alida  La  Grange  Bloomingdale. 
Their  two  children  are  Loretta  and  Charles  H. 

Mv.  Moore  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Honor,  Lodge  No.  571,  of  Binghamton.  He 
is  an  anient  supporter  of  the  Republican-, 
party,  and  has  always  been  deejily  interested 
in  its  welfare.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Epis- 
copal church,  and  with  his  family  atttends 
the  Church  of  the  Good  .Shepherd,  of  which 
he  is  the  Treasurer  and  Warden.  The  family 
of  Mr.  Moore  have  been  intimately  connected 
with    the   progress   of    Binghamton    since   the 
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first  building  of  a  little  cluster  of  dwellings 
on  the  banks  of  the  Clienango  River;  antl  he 
can  point  with  a  just  pride  to  the  present 
beautiful  city  of  Binghamton  as  the  home  of 
his  forefathers,  who  were  its  pioneer  set- 
tlers. Steadfast  in  their  religious  principles, 
they  have  done  much  toward  the  advancement 
of  the  EpiscopLil  laith  in  the  city,  and,  as 
honorable  and  upright  citizens,  have  made  a 
trood  record  in  the  annals  of  Biiifdiamton. 


fOIIN  J.  IRVING,  attorney-at-law,  al- 
though not  yet  thirty  years  of  age,  has 
already  made  for  himself  an  enviable 
name,  antl  attained  an  honored  position  in  tlie 
legal  fraternity  of  Binghamton,  N.V.  I\Ir. 
Irving  was  born  at  Susquehanna,  I'a.,  Novem- 
ber 29,  1864,  son  of  Nicholas  and  Ilaniiair 
(Murjjhy)  Irving.  His  mother  was  a  native 
of   Piermont,    N.Y. 

Nicholas  Irving  was  for  over  thirty  years 
foreman  in  the  boiler-sJiops  of  the  New  York, 
Lake  Erie  &  Western  Railroad  Comijany  of 
that  jjlace.  l*"rom  Curk,  Ireland,  where  he 
was  born  about  the  )'ear  1S30,  at  sixteen 
years  of  age,  lie  came,  friendless  and  alone, 
to  a  strange  land,  seeking  work.  He  settled 
first  at  I'lcrmont,  N.Y.,  which  was  then  the 
principal  liead<|uarters  for  tlie  s]ioi)s  uf  tlie 
ICrie  Railroad,  and  there  learned  the  trade  of 
a  mechanic.  When  the  s!ioi>s  were  removed 
to  Susquehainia,  i'a.,  lie  followeil  them,  and 
licld  the  position  of  foreman  until  he  retired 
from  active  work.  He  lives  now  at  Oakland, 
which   is  oiiposite   the   town   of   Susquehanna, 


and  has  been  an  honored  Trustee  of  the  vil- 
lage. His  wife  was  Iwrn  at  I'iermont,  N.Y. 
They  have  raised  a  family  of  ten  cliildren. 

The  clever  yoimg  man  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch  jjursued  his  studies  at  the  common 
school  and  the  academy  of  Susquehanna,  and 
also  attemled  the  conservatory  of  literature 
kept  l)y  Professor  Bryant.  Here  he  remained 
for  two  years,  and  then  entered  the  ICrie 
shops,  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  to  learn  the 
trade  of  boiler-maker,  working  there  for  four 
years.  He  next  went  to  Oil  City,  Pa.,  to 
take  the  position  of  foreman  of  the  Oil  City 
Boiler  Works;  and  in  1882  from  there  to 
AllDany,  N.Y.,  where  he  was  employed  in  the 
Delaware  &  Hudson  shops ;  then  to  Roanoke, 
Va.,  wiiero  he  was  assistant  foreman  of  tlie 
Roanoke  Machine  Works  until  1S84,  wlien  he 
made  uj)  his  mind  definitely  to  study  law. 
He  entered  the  office  of  Scoville  &  DeWitt  in 
Binghamton,  N.Y.,  and  studied  there  until 
May,  1SS9,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
at  the  general  term  of  court  lield  in  Syracuse, 
N.Y.,  and  aller  tliat  located  his  office  in 
Binghamton  foi'  the  practice  of  his  [)rofession. 

Mr.  Irving  was  elected  Supervisor  for  the 
Ninth  Ward  in  1SS9,  re-elected  in  1890  for 
the  Tenth  Ward,  ami  in  I  89 1 --92  to  represent 
the  two  wards  consolidated,  and  again  in  1S93 
was  elected  for  the  Tenth  Wartl.  His  elec- 
tion from  tlie  Ninth  Ward,  wliich  is  pre-emi- 
nently Re))ublican,  while  he  is  an  active 
Democrat,  proves  this  gentleman's  popularity. 

In  1S92  Mr.  Irving  was  tlie  canditlate  of 
his  party  for  the  office  of  District  Attorney; 
and,  though   defeated,  he  received  a  handsome 
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complimentary  vote.  He  has  represented  his 
party  as  a  delegate  to  various  conventions. 
During  all  the  time  of  his  office  as  Super- 
visor he  has  been  a  member  of  the  liqualiza- 
tion  Committee  in  the  Board.  He  is  also 
Secretary  of  the  Examining  and  Supervising 
Board  of  Plumbers  and  Plumbing  of  Bingham- 
ton.  He  is  a  Trustee  of  Crystal  Hose,  No. 
I,  and  a  prominent  member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  Hibernians.  Mr.  Irving  adheres 
faithfully  to  tlie  religion  of  his  ancestors, 
belonging  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Parish  of 
St.  Mary's.  P'amiliar  with  the  world  of 
books  and  the  world  of  work,  at  home  in  busi- 
ness, in  jjolitics,  or  the  S(jcial  circle,  he  has 
a  good  stock  of  available  information  and 
mother  wit,  and  has  on  several  occasions  been 
listened  to  with  pleasure  in  graceful  and 
brilliant  speeches. 


ILLIAM  V.  HANKY.  This  gentle- 
^^V  man,  although  born  in  Bradford 
County,  Pennsylvania,  traces  his  ancestry  to 
the  lunerald  Island,  the  land  of  poetry  and 
song  and  the  birthplace  of  the  most  gifted 
men  of  any  country.  His  grandfather,  Will- 
iam, and  father,  John,  were  born  in  Ireland; 
anil  they  came  to  the  United  States,  making 
the  journey  in  the  slow  and  perilous  style  of 
the  early  days,  by  sailing-vessels.  The  ocean 
greyhounds  of  to-day  were  then  not  even 
dreamed  of;  and  a  si.\  weeks'  voyage,  often 
accompanied  with  untold  sufferings  and  pri- 
vations,   was   notliing   uncommon. 

The  grandfather  had   been  a  linen  merchant 


in  the  old  country,  and  also  by  trade  a  weaver, 
but,  after  coming  to  America,  followeil  farm- 
ing as  a  vocation.  He  first  purchased  a  tract 
of  land  in  Bradford  County,  and  the  primitive 
log  house  which  he  built  was  his  first  habita- 
tion; and  the  ne.xt  step  was  to  clear  the  heav- 
ily timbered  huid  and  start  his  farm.  By  his 
untiring  energy  he  soon  had  a  fine  residence 
and  farm  buildings  erected,  and  lived  to  a 
hale,  hearty  age,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his 
labor  and  industry,  dying  full  of  honors  and 
the  respect  of  the  community  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years.  He  was  a  man  of  excellent 
education,  genial  disposition,  and  temjierate 
habits,  and  deserved  in  every  resjject  the  high 
estimation  in  which  he  was  heltl. 

The  father,  John,  received  a  fine  education 
in  Ireland,  and  before  emigrating  to  this 
country  was  married  to  Miss  Nancy  Irwin,  of 
County  Cavan.  He  was  twenty-six  years  of 
age  when  he  arrived  in  America,  and  after 
two  years'  residence  with  his  father  went  to 
Rondout,  N.Y.,  where  he  remained  only  a 
short  time,  going  then  to  a  northern  county, 
residing  there  six  years,  occu[)ied  in  farming, 
after  which  time  he  went  to  Susijuehanna 
County,  where  he  i)urchaseil  a  farm,  aiul  still 
resitles  there,  an  active  man  of  seventy-four 
years.  ' 

The  father  and  mother  had  nine  children 
born  to,,  them,  as  follows:  Nancy  A.,  de- 
ceased; William  1*".;  David  J.;  Margaret  ].; 
John  A.;  Robert  J.;  Mary  K. ;  Amy  L. ; 
and    Edwin    R.      Tlie  mother   still    lives. 

Our  subject,  William  I'".  Ilaney,  was  born 
September  14,    1S47,  and  until  the  age  of   six- 
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teen  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  the  excellent  dis- 
trict schools  of  his  native  town,  which,  if  not 
as  extensive  in  conrse  of  stndy  ;is  tlie  present 
scliools,  still  gave  him  a  thorouL;h  and  i)rac- 
tical  foundation,  and  was  of  infiitite  value  to 
him  in  his  later  years  in  his  struggles  with 
the  world. 

His  school-ilays  being  over,  he  entered  upon 
farm  work,  hiring  out  at  eleven  dollars  per 
month,  and  was  for  four  years  in  the  employ- 
ment of  a  Air.  Sherwood  in  Susquehanna 
County,  Pennsylvania.  From  there  he  moved 
to  Washington  County,  ami  remained  two 
years   with   Mr.    McCollum. 

In  1873  he  chose  for  his  partner  in  life 
Miss  Jennie  llillis,  of  Rushville,  Pa.,  and 
commenced  his  hapjjy  domestic  life  on  a  farm 
in  Susquehanna  County.  lie  remained  on 
this  place  for  three  years,  and  then  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Rushville,  Pa.  ; 
but  the  old  longing  for  the  delightful  inde- 
pendence of  a  farmer's  life  was  too  strong  for 
him  to  resist,  and,  after  one  year  keeping  a 
store,  he  again  took  up  farming  in  the  same 
town,  and  for  ten  years  successfully  conductetl 
it,  finally  acceiiting  his  [jresent  position  as 
general  superintendent  of  the  farms  of  Mr. 
1''.  \V.  Conklin.  These  coftiprise  an  area  of 
fifty  acres  in  one,  and  one  huiulred  and  fifty 
ill  another.  Mr.  Ilaney  has  three  men  coii- 
slaiilly  working  under  him;  and,  besides  al- 
lending  to  the  [iroducts  u(  these  [daces,  they 
make  a  siiecialty  of  dairying,  and  send  the 
milk  of  fifty  cows  to  the  Binghamton  Dairy 
Association. 

Mr.  llaney  has    been  more   than   blessed    in 


his  journey  through  life  by  having  for  his 
wife  a  lady  who,  in  every  sense  of  the  word, 
has  been  a  sustaining  help  to  him.  Cheerful 
and  patient  in  adversity,  joyful  ami  sympa- 
thizing in  his  pros[K'rity,  she  has  sliared  alike 
liis  sorrows  and  pleasures  with  an  equable 
mind  and  temperament.  A  Christian  woman 
in  the  fullest  acceptation  of  the  term,  her  life 
has  been  full  of  good  deeds  and  worthy  exam- 
ple; and,  whether  in  church  or  social  circles, 
she  is  deservedly  popular  and  res[)ected. 

The  family  circle  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  flaney 
has  been  very  ha[)pily  gifted  in  their  two 
daughters,  the  Misses  Eva  and  Anna.  P'va  is 
a  member  of  the  graduating  class  of  1894  of 
the  Binghamton  High  School,  and  is  a  young 
lady   of   rare   culture   and    attainments. 

Of  the  sisters  and  brothers  of  Mr.  Ilaney 
whom  we  have  already  named,  INIargaret  J. 
married  11.  A.  Ross,  of  .Stevensville,  Brad- 
ford County,  Pa.;  Robert  J.  married  Miss 
Theresa  Allen,  of  C)rwell,  Pa.;  l)a\'id  J.  mar- 
ried Miss  Minnie  I'ickett,  of  Rush,  Pa.,  and 
their  two  children  are  Amy  and  Daisy;  John 
A.  married  a  I\Iiss  Ollie  llillis,  of  Rush,  Pa. 
—  they  have  one  child,  Rena;  Mary  F,.  mar- 
ried William  M.  llillis,  a  real  estate  agent  of 
Duluth,  Minn.;  Amy  L.  is  Mrs.  Morris  Cole- 
man, of  Rush,  Pa.  ;  and  Fdwin  R.,  the  )'oung- 
est,  is  imniarrieil,  and  li\-es  with  his  lather  in 
Sus(|uehann.i  Coimly,   Peniis)'l\'ania. 

Our  subject  aiul  his  wife  are  [)romiiient 
members  of  the  West  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Binghamton,  N.Y.  ;  and  he  has  served  accej)- 
tably  as  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday-school.  Mr. 
Ilaney    is    Trustee   of    the  sch(;ol    district    in 
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which  he  lives.  His  upriglit  and  blameless 
life  has  won  for  him  the  respect  of  all  who 
know  him;  and  his  quiet,  unostentatious  man- 
ner, without  wealth  or  strong  personal  influ- 
ence, has  gained  him  an  honorable  position  in 
the  community. 

l""or  many  years  the  Republican  party  found 
in  him  an  artlent  supporter,  but  his  earnest 
and  intelligent  convictions  on  the  temperance 
question  has  made  him  a  powerful  advocate 
for  the  cause  of  Prohibition. 

Mr.  Haney  has  a  frank,  open,  and  delight- 
ful manner,  with  a  smile  and  a  kind  word  for 
all.  I'^or  every  fault  he  finds  a  palliative 
exxuse,  and  for  every  good  deed  a  generous 
and  noble  word  of  commendation.  He  is  de- 
servedly respected  and  honored  among  the 
people   of   his   section. 


fALICNTINh:  HEERMANN,  M.D., 
who  came  to  Binghamton  on  the  15th 
of  April,  1893,  brings  to  his  practice  here  a 
fine  education,  which  has  been  supplemented 
by  years  of  professional  experience  in  Ger- 
many, France,  and  the  United  States.  He  has 
been  a  close  student  of  prophylactics  and 
therapeutics  in  different  countries  and  in 
\'arious  languages,  and  has  thus  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  best  known  methods  for  the 
prevention  of  disease  as  well  as  the  remedy. 
He  has  also  an  intuitive  perception  and  skill, 
reaching  beyond  the  acquired  learning  of  the 
schools,  which  probably  comes  from  heredi- 
tary influences,  his  grandfather  and  his  father 
both  liaving  been  eminent  physicians. 


His  grandfather,  Dr.  Lewis  Heermann,  a 
native  of  New  Orleans,  was  appointed  Sur- 
geon's Mate  in  the  United  States  Navy  in 
1802.  He  was  with  Lieutenant  .Stephen 
Decatur  at  the  time  of  the  burning  of  the 
"Philadelphia"  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli, 
February  16,  1804,  and  was  jiromoted  to  be 
Surgeon  on  Novendier  27  of  that  year.  The 
ancestry  of  this  family  may  be  traced  to  the 
early  settlement  of  the  country,  before  there 
was  any  city  of  New  York,  one  of  the  Doc- 
tor's progenitors  having  been  a  member  of  the 
municipal  council  of  New  Amsterdam.  Dr. 
Lewis  Heermann  died  on  May  19,  1833,  leav- 
ing a  widow  and  five  sons,  Charles  Frederick, 
the  father  of   our  subject,  being  one  of   them. 

Mrs.  Heermann  took  the  family  and  trav- 
elled abroad  for  several  years,  during  which 
time  Charles  V.  was  placed  in  school  at 
Geneva.  He  was  naturally  inclined  to  the 
study  of  medicine,  and  went  to  Heidelberg, 
that  he  might  receive  the  best  of  instruction; 
but,  being  unexpectedly  called  to  the  United 
States  to  attend  to  business  matters  of  impor- 
tance, he  took  his  degree  at  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  in  Philadelphia.  After  two 
years  of  additional  study  and  investigation  of 
the  different  schools  of  medicine  he  concluded 
that  the  art  of  healing  was  in  great  measure 
founded  on  resemblances,  thus  reaching  the 
same  decision  as  did  Dr.  Samuel  Hahnemann, 
and  becoming  a  homoeopathist.  Sulisequently 
lie  was  Professor  of  Physiology  in  the  Hahne- 
mann College  of  Philadelphia.  In  1865  he 
went  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged    in    general    practice    for    some    years. 
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The  family  in  the  mean  time,  remained 
abroad,  and  he  was  accustomed  to  make  an- 
nual trips  to  visit  them.  On  one  of  these 
occasions  he  was  invited  by  a  physician  in 
Paris  to  tal<.e  his  practice.  He  accordingly 
removed  to  that  city  in  April,  1870,  where  he 
has  since  remained.  Me  was  married  in 
1850  to  Miss  I'^liza  Buerck,  of  Heidelberg; 
and  to  them  have  been  born  four  children, 
namely:  Clifford,  who  lives  in  Europe; 
Charles;  Valentine;  and  Lolita,  wife  of 
Major  von  Temi^sky,  of  the  Imperial  Guard 
of  Germany. 

Dr.  Valentine  Heermann  was  born  at  Mann- 
heim, Germany,  October  24,  1855,  during  a 
foreign  tour  of  the  family,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  when  six  months  old.  lie 
attended  school  a  short  time  in  Philadelphia, 
and  during  the  Civil  War,  or  a  part  of  it,  was 
in  Germany  at  school,  where  he  learned  the 
German  language.  He  returned  to  Philadel- 
phia in  1865,  and  soon  after  removed  to  Balti- 
more. From  1S70  to  1879  he  was  in  Paris, 
France,  perfecting  liis  education,  speaking 
and  writing  in  the  French  language.  Ive- 
turning  to  the  United  States,  he  entered 
Hahnemann  College  of  Philadelphia  for  a 
three  years'  course,  graduating  in  1882.  He 
went  again  to  Paris,  and  from  there  went  to 
Labue  in  Schleswig-Holstein,  where  he  had 
charge  of  sixteen  villages.  In  1885,  being 
called  jjack  to  Paris  on  account  of  his  father's 
deafness,  he  continued  there  in  practice  as 
his  father's  assistant  for  four  years.  Again 
crossing  the  Atlantic  in  1889,  he  went  to  the 
city   of    VVasliington,    U.C.,    remaining    there 


eighteen  months,  and  then,  going  to  Balti- 
more, Md.,  where  he  continued  in  practice 
till  about  a  year  ago,  when  he  came  to  Bing- 
haniton,  as  above  stated. 


HARLFS  ORSON  ROOT,  present 
Secretary  of  the  Binghamton  Railroad 
Company,  was  born  at  Chenango 
Forks,  Broome  County,  N.V.,  January  31, 
1830,  son  of  William  I\,.  Root,  who  came  to 
Broome  County  with  his  father,  an  old  Revo- 
lutionary soldier.  The  first  of  the  family 
came  to  this  country  in  1640,  and  settled  in 
I*"armington,  Conn. 

William  Root,  father  of  William  R.  Root, 
was  born  in  Great  Barrington,  Berkshire 
County,  Mass.,  March  15,  1759,  and  enlisted 
in  tJie  Revolutionary  Army  in  the  year  1776, 
serving  six  months;  enlisted  a  second  time  in 
January,  1777,  serving  three  months  at  Ti- 
conderoga,  under  General  Anthony  Wayne; 
enlisted  for  tiie  third  time.  May  26,  1777,  for 
three  years;  and  in  1780  again  enlisted  for 
nine  months,  l)eing  honorably  discharged  in  ' 
17S1.  He  was  in  the  battle  at  White  Plains 
in  1776,  under  Washington,  and  in  1777  in 
the  battle  at  Saratoga,  under  General  Gates 
against  IJurgoyne;  next  at  the  battle  ol'  Mon- 
mouth in  1778,  under  Washington;  and  in 
1779  at  the  storming  of  -Stony  I'oint,  under 
General  Wayne,  where  lie  led  a  [datoini  of 
eighteen  iiicked  men  into  the  fort  in  the 
miiist  of  the  greatest  carnage.  In  a  very  few 
minutes  after  this  daring  ilecd  the  fort  was 
taken.      Soon    after   the    Revolution    William 
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Root  went  to  Chenanj^o  County,  New  York, 
and  settled  for  a  while  in  Coventry,  going 
from  tliere  to  Greene,  where  he  spent  the 
rest   of  his    life. 

William  R.  Root  was  a  blacksmith  by 
trade,  but  followed  merchandising  as  a  store- 
keejjer  at  Chenango  Forks  until  1S48,  when 
he  bought  a  farm  one  and  a  half  miles  from 
that  village,  where  he  resiileil  until  the  last 
two  years  of  his  life,  which  he  S|)ent  in  Bing- 
hamton..  lie  was  Constable  at  Chenango 
h'orks,  and  was  Inspector  <if  l-llections  in  the 
old  town  of  Fort  Crane.  lie  married  Miss 
Clarina  King,  of  Sempronius,  Cayuga  County, 
N.Y.,  daughter  of  Charles  King,  an  old  pio- 
neer farmer  of  that  place.  She  was  a  relig- 
ious woman,  Baptist  in  faith.  Tlieir  only 
child  was  Charles  Orson,  the  subject  of  the 
l)resent  sketch.  By  Mv.  Rot)t"s  second  mar- 
I'iage,  to  a  Miss  Mix,  there  were  five  chiUlren 
born,  of  whom  two  are  living,  Horace  D.  and 
Ann  IClizabeth. 

Charles  Orson  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  Chenango  I''orks,  and  at  sixteen 
ye;irs  of  age  went  into  his  father's  store  as 
clerk,  remaining  thus  engaged  until  the  re- 
tirement of  his  father  in  1S4S,  after  which  he 
carried  on  the  business  alone.  On  July  28, 
1851,  he  started  to  California,  being  attracted 
to  that  place  by  the  wonderful  stories  of  fort- 
unes made  in  the  gold  mines.  He  was  six 
weeks  making  the  trip,  going  via  I'anama, 
and  on  his  arrival  went  to  mining  in  Cala- 
veras County,  near  Mokclumne  Hill.  For  one 
year  he  worked  there,  but  afterward  obtained 
the    clerkship    in    the    employ    of    his    uncle, 


Stephen    R.    King,   who    was    in    the    lumber 

business  in  San  Francisco.  He  left  San 
Francisco  March  20,  1S54,  arriving  at  his 
home  on  Ajiril  12  following,  ami  commenced 
business  with  Mr.  Daniel  Lowell,  the  tlrm 
name  being  Lowell  &  Root,  at  Chenango 
Forks.  I'hey  kept  a  general  country  store; 
and  the  partnership  continued  for  six  years, 
when  Mr.  Lowell  retiretl,  and  the  new  firm 
became  Rogers  &  Root,  which  continued 
until  the  fall  of  1S61.  At  this  time  Mr. 
Root  was  elected  Clerk  of  liroome  County, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1S64  was  re-elected,  each 
term  being  for  three  years.  At  the  expiration 
of  the  sec(jnil  term,  January  i,  1868,  Mr. 
Root  started  a  general  hardware  establish- 
ment, with  stoves,  tinware,  gas-fitting  and 
plumbing,  under  the  firm  name  of  Mason, 
Root  &  Co.,  in  the  city  of  I?inghamton,  N.Y. 
This  partnership  continuetl  for  seven  years, 
when  Mr.  Rout  ilisposed  of  his  interest,  and 
in  November  of  that  year  went  into  the  insur- 
ance business  with  J.  1'.  Morgan,  the  firm 
being  known  as  C.  O.  Root  &  Co.  While  in 
the  insurance  business,  he  was  also  interested 
in  the  present  sewage  system  of  the  city  of 
Binghamton,  having  had  several  large  con- 
tracts awartled  him  by  thu  city  authorities. 
]\Ir.  Root  remained  in  business  with  Mr.  ' 
Morgan  until  January  i,  1S92,  when  he  be- 
came the  Secretary  of  the  Binghamton  Street 
Railroad  system.  Among  the  various  untler- 
takings  of  Mv.  Rout,  it  may  be  mentioned 
that  he  built  the  Binghamton  Awning  and 
Tent  Company's  building.  He  has  served 
acceptably    as    Alderman    of    the     old    Third 
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Ward,  and  also  as  Supervisor  for  the  same 
part  of  the  city.  ISefore  removing  to  l?ing- 
hamton,  he  was  Town  Clerk  of  liarker,  in 
]5roome  County,  holding  the  office  for  six 
years,  and  was  then  electeil  to  the  Clerkship 
of  the  whole  county. 

On  May  20,  1S54,  at  Chenango  Forks,  Mr. 
Charles  Orson  Root  was  married  to  Miss 
Sally  A.  Doane.  She  was  a  native  of 
Amenia,  Dutchess  County.  Three  daughters 
were  born  to  this  marriage,  namely:  Lillian, 
wife  of  William  T.  Race,  a  [ihysician  of 
Kearney,  Neb.;  Aline  May,  marrieil  to  Mr. 
lulwin  S.  Truesdell,  of  the  firm  of  McTighe 
&  Truesdell,  wholesale  grocers  of  Hingham- 
ton  ;  and  Nellie  IC,  living  with  her  [Kirents  at 
their  iileasant  home.  No.  276  I'"ront  Street. 
Mi-.  and  Mrs.  Root  are  members  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Root  bears  a  high  reputation  as  a  pro- 
gressive and  enterprising  citizen  of  Bingham- 
ton,  having  filled  many  positions  of  trust  and 
importance.  In  his  present  situation  he  is 
well  employed  in  improving  and  in  advancing 
the  interests  of  the  street  railways,  which  are 
doing  so  much  to  [jromote  the  growth  and 
extension  of  the  city.  Should  Mr.  Root 
desire  to  join  the  New  York  .Society  of  the 
Sons  (jf  the  American  Revolution,  he  would 
have  no  difficulty,  in  view  of  the  long- 
continued,  j)atriotic  services  of  his  grandsire, 
in  establishing  his  claim  to  membership. 

Those  who  turn  over  the  leaves  of  this  vol- 
ume will  be  interested  in  viewing  the  portrait 
of  Mr.  Charles  O.  Root,  which  has  a  place 
very   near   the   present   sketch,    and   may   well 


congratulate  themselves  on  the  progress  in 
pictorial  art  which  renders  it  jxissiljle  to  pre- 
sent in  a  ])opular  work  such  gooti  likenesses 
of  worthy  and  favorite  citizens. 


LIVKR  II.  WILLARD,  a  descendant 
of  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  this 
country,  was  born  at  Chenango  h'orks, 
liroome  County,  N.Y.,  November  26,  1817, 
son  of  Deacon  Oliver  Willard,  who  was  a 
native  of  Lenox,  Mass.,  born  Ajiril  24,  [783. 
The  latter  was  one  of  four  sons  of  Simon 
Willard;  namely,  Horace,  Oliver,  Joseph, 
and  Simon.  The  wife  of  Simon  Willard  was, 
by  maiden  name,  y\bigail  Belden;  and  he 
himself  was  the  son  of  Solomon  Willard,  of 
I'etersham,  Mass.,  who  was  the  son  of  Deacon 
William  Willard  and  grandson  of  Major 
Simon  Willartl,  a  native  of  Liverjiool,  Eng- 
lantl,  who  came  to  ISoston  in  May,    i''>34. 

His  descendant.  Deacon  Oliver  Willard, 
resided  in  Lenox,  Mass.,  until  reaching  ma- 
turity, and  there  learned  the  trade  of  clothier 
and  the  manufacturing,  dressing,  and  dyeing' 
of  woollen  goods.  Ilis  father  having  died 
some  time  before,  he  emigrated  in  the  spring 
of  1805,  with  his  mother  and  two  a[)i)rentice 
boys  named  Stevens,  to  Chenango  Forks, 
making  the  journey,  which  occupied  about  si.x 
weeks,  in  lumber  wagons.  The  country 
through  which  they  passeil  was  wild  and 
uncultivated,  but  beautiful  to  the  eye  and  rich 
with  the  promise  of  future  harvests.  On 
arriving  at  the  end  fif  their  journey,  Mr.  Wil- 
lard   erected   a    log   house,  and   set    to  work  to 
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establish  a  home  for  his  family.     In  company 

with  Simon  Roi^crs  and  John  Harkcr  lie  Iniilt 
the  first  dam  across  the  Chenanyo  River,  its 
location  being  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  He 
then  erected  a  factory  for  carding,  weaving, 
and  dyeing  cloth,  llis  neighbors,  Rogers 
and  Barker,  built  a  saw-mill,  all  three  using 
water  power  provided  by  the  dam,  the  result 
of  their  joint  labors.  Mr.  Willard  then  re- 
turned to  Lenox,  Mass.,  and  there  married 
Orilla  Matomb,  bringing  her  West  with  him 
to  his  new  home,  where  they  lived  together 
two  years.  His  wife  and  infant  child  dying, 
in  the  year  1S13  he  married  again,  his  second 
wile  iK-iiij,  l.)\lia  Hall,  also  of  Leno.x,  Mass. 
Slie  bec.ime  the  mother  of  six  children; 
namely,  I'lmma,  Orilla,  Oliver  H.,  luiiily, 
Fanny,   and   John    M. 

Selling  his  business  to  the  brothers 
Stevens,  Deacon  Willard  purchased  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  uncultivated  land  on  the  line  of 
Broome  and  ("henango  Counties,  and  in  1818 
built  a  hotel  on  a  [jart  of  his  farm  near  the 
river.  This  became  known  as  Willartl's  Cof- 
fee House,  but  is  now  called  Willard  Station. 
He  moved  into  the  hotel  when  completed,  and 
occupied  himself  in  clearing  and  cultivating 
his  new  land.  In  1821  he  was  one  of  the 
organisers  of  the  Congregational  church,  and 
was  an  active  member  and  Deacon  of  it  fiom 
that  time  mUil  his  death.  His  wife,  Lydia 
Hall  Willard,  dying  May  24,  1827,  and  leav- 
ing him  with  six  small  children,  he  married 
for  his  third  wife  Harriet  Hollister,  of 
Amenia,  N.Y.  Hy  this  marriage  he  had  four 
children,  who  arrived  at  maturity,  their  names 


being    Sarah,    Simon,    Harriet,    and    Electa. 

Only  the  seconil  and  third  are  living  at  this 
date.  Deacon  Willard's  third  wife  died  June 
II,  1S37;  and,  turning  over  the  control  of  his 
hotel  to  his  son  Oliver  II.,  he  built  a  house 
on  his  farm,  and  moved  his  family  there, 
marrying  for  his  fourth  wife  Ann  C.  Gates, 
of  Clinton,  Oneida  County,  N.Y.  She  died 
June  5,  1854.  Deacon  Willard  remained  on 
his  farm  until  his  death,  which  occurred  June 
5,  1867.  He  was  well  known,  and  highly  re- 
spected throughout  his  vicinity,  taking  an 
active  interest  in  public  affairs  and  holding 
several  offices.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, and  served  the  public  well  in  his  official 
capacity. 

His  son,  Oliver  H.  Willard,  received  a 
common-school  eilucation,  and  learnetl  the 
clothier's  trade,  continuing  to  work  at  it  until 
he  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-six,  when  on 
October  20,  1843,  he  married  Deborah  Ann 
Richards,  and  succeeded  his  father  in  the 
management  of  the  hotel,  resitling  therein 
imtil  July  15,  1870,  when  he  sold  the  prop- 
erty to  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western 
Railroad  Company.  Having  previously  pur- 
chased a  farm,  he  moved  on  to  it,  and  engaged 
in  the  occupation  of  raising  stock.  On  this 
farm  he  still  resides.  I'hom  1840  to  1865 
Mr.  Willard  was  a  large  speculator  in  live 
stock,  ship[)ing  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs  to  the 
New  York  market,  and  also  dealing  in  Canada 
horses.  He  has  owned  considerable  land 
at  different  times,  and  among  the  rest  owns 
now  a  large  tract  at  Allegany,  Cattaraugus 
County,    N.Y. 
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Mrs.  VVillard  was  born  in  Rye,  Westchester 
County,  N.Y.,  June  13,  iS:;;,  and  is  the 
lianghter  of  Mori^an  and  Armenia  ('I'iieal) 
liichards,  the  former  of  wliom  was  a  native 
of  Maniaroncck,  N.Y.,  born  there  October  4, 
1804,  and  son  of  Isaac  Richards.  The  last- 
named  was  a  sea-captain,  who  died  while  on 
the  ocean.  His  son  Morgan,  father  of  Mrs. 
WiUard,  was  a  cotton-spinner  by  occupation, 
ruKl  moved  to  NortJi  I'Y'nton,  ]?roome  County, 
N.Y.,  in  June,  1842,  making  the  journey  by 
vessel  to  Albany,  thence  by  canal  to  Fenton, 
wliere  he  took  up  land,  and  partly  cleared  and 
cultivated  it.  lie  and  liis  wife  had  live  chil- 
dren; namely,  Deborah  Ann,  George,  Charles 
M.,  Undrill,  and  Juliette.  Of  these,  four  are 
now  living. 

Oliver  H.  Willard  and  his  wife  became  the 
parents  of  five  children,  as  follows:  Lucy  J., 
born  May  2,  1845;  Revelo  C,  April  15, 
1S4S;  Wilbur  G.,  May  10,  1854;  Rose  A., 
September  11,  1855;  and  I'Vank  L.,  July  12, 
1858.  The  first  of  these,  Lucy  J.,  married 
James  W.  Tombs,  February  23,  1864.  Mr. 
Tombs  lias  held  the  position  of  station  agent 
at  Willard  Station  since  the  Utica  branch  of 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Railroad 
was  built.  He  anil  liis  wife  have  had  three 
children  born  to  them:  Herbert  W.,  who 
married  Hattie  Kenyon,  and  has  two  chihh'en, 
Willard  K.  and  Lelah  G.  ;  George  R. ;  and 
Grace  M.  The  second  son,  Revelo  C,  after 
finishing  his  studies  at  the  district  school, 
took  a  full  course  at  the  Commercial  College 
at  Syracuse.  He  was  married  March  19, 
1866,  to  Alice  E.  Salisbury,  daughter  of   Dr. 


K.  L.  and  I'2velinc  Salisbury,  of  Killawog, 
N.V.  They  have  one  son,  Oliver  L.  Revelo 
C.  Willard  was  first  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business,  anil  then  purcliased  an  interest  in 
the  Bell  Telephone  Company.  This  he  sold 
out  to  accept  a  position  in  the  employ  of  the 
Utica  &  Bingliamton  Railroad  ComiJany,  as 
overseer  of  the  [lainting  department  of  bridges 
and  buildings.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, and  has  held  several  offices,  being  at  the 
present  time  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Wilbur  G.  Willard  was  graduated  at  Cort- 
land Normal  .School,  and  took  up  the  occu- 
pation nl  li:irlii  iig,  I  iiii, lining  thus  engaged 
seveial  terms.  He  died  August  13,  1S78. 
I'vose  A.  Willard  was  married  in  1876  to 
Albert  IX  McDonald,  son  of  Asa  and  l-lliza- 
beth  McDonald.  In  [885  she  went  with  her 
husband  to  Dwight,  Neb.,  where  Mr.  Mc- 
Donald took  charge  of  a  large  stock  farm. 
He  died  December  g,  1S93;  and  his  wife 
came  back  to  Chenango  Forks,  where  she  now 
resides.  Frank  L.,  the  youngest  son  of  Oliver 
II.  Willard,  was  married  December  3,  1879, 
to  Lottie  L.  luiglish,  daughter  of  William 
and  Catherine  English,  of  Chenango  Forks, 
N.Y.  He  was  engaged  in  the  meat  market 
business  in  Binghamton  for  some  nine  years, 
and  later  followed  tlie  road  as  travelling  sales- 
man, being  tlius  engaged  three  years.  He 
then  leased  the  Eagle  Hotel  at  Windsor,  and 
is  employed  in  its  management  at  the  j^resent 
time.  He  and  his  wife  have  one  daughter, 
Anna   May,    born   August   8,    1889. 

Oliver  H.  Willard  has  taken  an  active  part 
in  piditics,  and    has   held   several  offices,  such 
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as  Sujicrvisor,  Assessor,  and  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  He  is  a  Free  Mason,  a  member  of 
Eastern  Liglit  Lodge,  No.  120.  1 1  is  lousi- 
ness methods  have  always  been  honoraljle. 
He  has  never  been  sued.  It  is  wortliy  of 
mention  that  in  the  W'illard  family,  from  the 
earliest  generation  of  which  there  is  any 
record,  there  has  been  not  a  single  inebriate, 
criminal,  or  joauper.  Most  of  the  members 
have  been  Presbyterians  in  religicnis  faith  and 
Democrats  in  politics;  and  all  have  performed 
the  (lart  of  gootl  citizens,  and  dealt  in  justice, 
honor,  anil  charity  with  their  fellow-men. 


(^OSKl'Il  \V.  IIOBliS,  attorney  and  coun- 
sel lor-at-law,  founder  of  the  largest 
carriage  manufactory  in  the  vicinity  of 
Nineveh,  N.V.,  was  born  October  8,  182 1,  in 
the  village  of  Andes,  Delaware  County,  son 
of  Samuel  and  Catheiine  (Williams)  Ilobbs, 
who  were  also  natives  of  that  county.  Jonas 
llobbs,  father  of  Samuel,  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont, was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Dela- 
ware County.  Me  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade, 
and  followed  this  occupation  until  his  death 
at  tlie  age  of  ninety-two  years.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  the  sul)jec<  of  this  biograi^hy, 
George  Williams,  was  a  drinn-major  in  the 
British  ami)'  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution- 
ary War,  and  came  here  witli  his  regiment  to 
fight  the  rebellious  colonists."  But  he  was 
not  long  in  this  country  before  he  felt  the 
justice  of  the  i)atriots'  cause,  and,  leaving 
the  service  of  King  George,  joined  General 
Washington's  ft)rccs,  and  fought  for  American 


independence  during  the  rest  of  the  war.  lie 
seems  to  have  been  of  a  naturally  martial 
character;  for  he  afterward  volunteered  in  the 
War  of  1812,  and  died  in  the  service.  Sam- 
uel llobbs  was  one  of  ten  children.  Like 
his  father,  he  worked  at  the  "gentle  craft  of 
leather,"  but  was  not  equally  long-lived.  He 
tlied  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-three  years, 
leaving  a  wife  and  five  children,  of  whom 
Joseph  W.  was  the  eldest,  and  at  that  time 
only  eight  years  of  age.  It  was  a  sail  be- 
reavement foi'  this  young  mother;  but  she 
bravely  bore  her  sorrow,  and  reared  and  edu- 
cated those  fatherless  little  ones.  While  the 
children  are  now  all  grown,  the  mother  who 
watched  and  tended  them  sleeps  her  last  sleep 
in  the  beautiful  xdllage  cemetery.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  Joseph 
W.  Hobbs:  Iiiphralm  G.,  residing  in  De  Kalb 
County,  Illinois;  Olive,  Mrs.  lulward  Mcln- 
tire,  of  St.  I^ouis,  Mo.;  Jonas,  a  millwright 
in  Nineveh,  N.Y.;  and  Sarah,  Mrs.  Walton 
Babcock,  of  Oswego  County,  New  York. 
■  Joseph  was  but  a  mere  boy  when  he  started 
out  to  work  at  what  he  couUl  find  to  do.  He 
first  engaged  on  a  farm,  where  be  remained 
a  short  time,  and  then  learned  shoemaking. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  went  to  Ilanidcn, 
Delaware  County,  N.Y.,  and  there  began  the 
business  of  his  life,  and  laid  the  foundation  of 
his  future  prosperity  by  learning  the  trade  of 
carriage-making.  So  well  did  he  progress 
that  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  was  compe- 
tent to  start  into  business  for  himself,  which 
he  carried  on  at  Delhi  for  two  years.  In 
1S45    Mr.    llobbs   located   liis   carriage   manu- 
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factory  at  Ninuvch  in  the  town  of  Colcs- 
ville,  Uroomc  County,  startin;;  in  a  Iuini1)le 
way,  ^ivin.i;  it  his  active  personal  supervision, 
cxlendinj,'-  it  i^radually,  and  in  1870  turniiif;' 
it  over  to  his  sons,  George  W.  and  Charles 
II.  Ilobbs.  Mr.  Ilobbs  studied  law  when  a 
young  man  about  twenty  years  old;  and,  that 
profession  having  more  attraction  for  him 
than  any  other,  he  turned  to  it  with  renewed 
ardor  when  his  circumstances  permitted  him 
to  do  so,  and  now  attends  to  it  as  his  sole 
em[)loyment. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  Mr.  Joseph 
W.  Ilobbs  maiTied  Miss  Mary  K.  Willianis, 
who  was  liorn  I  )cccmber  25,  1S23,  in  Dela- 
ware County.  He  and  his  wife  are  now 
among  the  oldest  residents  of  Nineveh,  and 
are  well  known  and  esteemed  throughout 
Jiroonie  County.  Mr.  Ilobbs  has  filled  many 
local  offices,  among  them  Commissioner  of 
Highways  for  three  years,  and  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  eighteen  years.  He  is  practically 
indei)endenc  in  politics,  voting  for  the  best 
man  instead  of  jjarty  candidates.  He  is 
prominent  in  social  and  business  circles  of  his 
town,  antl  his  reputation  as  a  courteous  and 
well  informed  gentleman  stands  second  to 
none  in  the  county.  In  their  I'eligious  belief 
Mr.  and  Mi's.  Hobbs  aie  Universalists,  cher- 
ishing the  eternal  hope  for  all,  seeking  to 
make  the  most  and  best  of  the  life  that  now 
is,  and  trusting  the  I'"ather  for  that  which  is 
to  come. 

The  firm  of  Ilobbs  Brothers,  who  have  been 
proprietors  of  the  Ilobbs  Carriage  Works 
since    1870,    are    George   W.   antl   Charles   II. 


George  was  born  in  Delhi,  Delaware  County, 
N.Y.,  November  2,  1843;  and  his  brother, 
Charles  H.,  in  Nineveh,  I'iroome  County, 
April  22,  1845.  George  grew  to  manhood, 
anil  was  eilucated  in  liroonic  County  district 
schools  and  at  the  Ilaqiursville  Academy. 
He  studied  law  for  two  years  in  his  father's 
office,  and  then  taught  school  for  three 
years.  I^'or  a  few  years  he  was  engaged  in 
business  as  a  collector,  and  afterward  went 
to  work  in  the  carriage  factory  of  his  father. 
Since  owning  the  factory,  Ilobbs  Brothers 
have  increased  its  ec|ui|iment  and  its  busi- 
ness. They  make  a  specialty  of  turning  out 
the  finest  kind  of  woik  in  light  and  heavy 
carriages,  and  also  manufacture  the  Bike 
sulky,  having  had  a  large  trade  in  this  new 
invention.  The  firm  employ  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  men,  and  their  average  sales  auKJinit 
to  thirty-five  thcjusand  dollars  ]ier  year.  The)' 
are  wide-awake,  energetic,  and  i)rogressi\e 
young  men,  and  are  among  the  foremost  citi- 
zens of  their  town.  Charles  II.  Hobbs,  be- 
sides his  intt'i^est  in  the  carriage  woiks,  is 
also  successfully  engaged  in  the  insurance 
business. 

The  two  brothers  married  sisters,  daugh- 
ters f)f  the  late  I.yman  and  I'iniily  Buck,  of 
Aftoii,  Chenango  Count)'.  The  marriage  of 
George  W.  Hobbs  and  Miss  l':ilen  S.  Buck 
occurred  on  November  2,  1864;  that  of 
Charles  H.  Hobbs  and  Miss  h'lorence  T. 
Buck  on  October  20,  1869.  The  lirothers 
are,  like  their  father,  independent  in  ]iolitics 
and  liberal  Christians  in  religion.  These 
gentlemen     are      eminently     useful      citizens, 


6o4 


BIOGRAPHICAL   REVIEW 


their  factory  giving  employment  to  many 
skilled  mechanics,  and  thus  incidentally 
hringiiig  trade  to  the  village.  Where  one 
useful  industry  prospers,  it  helps  others  to 
thrive. 


LfRIUJRIC  W.  JI<:NKINS,  Eso.,  is  the 
|^[^  third  partner  of  one  of  the  leading 
professional  firms  of  Hinghaniton,  N.Y. — 
Carver,  Deyo  &  Jenkins,  attorneys  -  at  -  law. 
His  parents,  Jeremiah  D.  and  Melissa  Abbie 
(  l''rencli)  Jenl<ins,  livi'd  in  Rochester,  .Straf- 
ford County,  N.II.,  where  he  was  born  May 
12,  i<S59.  The  Jenkins  family  were  among 
the  very  early  New  Englandcrs.  Jeremiah 
D.  was  born  on  the  homestead  which  was  set- 
tled by  liis  grandfather,  who  went  there  from 
Portsmouth,  N.H.,  about  1770,  when  that 
part  of  the  country  was.  a  wilderness.  His 
wife,  Melissa  A.  French,  was  born  in  Strat- 
ham,  N.H.  The  family,  on  the  father's  side, 
had  been  for  many  generations  members  of 
the  Society  of  Friends.  In  later  years  the 
family,  on  the  motlier's  side,  were  all  con- 
nected with  the  ]?aptist  communion.  They 
were  of  very  old  New  Hampshire  ancestry. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  an  ex- 
cellent classical  and  professional  education, 
pursuing  his  studies  first  at  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  town,  then  at  the  Austin 
Academy,  Ivxetcr  High  School,  and  the  fa- 
mous Phillips  Academy  at  Fxeter,  N.II.,  and 
graduating  at  the  Columbia  Law  School, 
Washington,  D.C.  Having  entered  govern- 
ment service  while  yet  a  student,  he  was 
ordered   away  to  a   distant    State   a  few   days 


previous  to  the  conferring  of  degrees,  and 
hence,  not  being  able  to  appear  in  person 
before  the  college  faculty,  failed  to  receive 
the  degree  of  IT..B.  to  which  he  was  en- 
titled. He  afterward  read  law  in  the  office  at 
Dover,  N.H.,  of  the  Hon.  Joshua  G.  Hall, 
then  meml)er  of  Congress,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  by  examination  at  Concord,  N.H., 
August,  1S84.  He  practised  law  for  a  short 
time  in  Rochester,  N.H.,  and  later  was  for 
three  years  a  special  agent  of  the  United 
•Stales  Pension  Office,  being  employed  by  the 
government  in  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ne- 
braska, Kansas,  Colorado,  and  Wyoming, 
travelling  over  most  of  those  States.  In  July, 
1 886,  he  resigned  that  position,  and  came  to 
Binghamton,  N.Y.,  to  enter  into  his  present 
I)artnership,  the  other  members  of  the  firm 
being  David  H.  Carver  and  the  Hon.  Israel 
T.  Deyo.      ' 

The  firm  has  a  very  large  practice,  and 
makes  a  specialty  of  corporation  law,  in  which 
Mr.  Jenkins  is  particularly  well  versed. 
They  are  attorneys  for  a  number  of  the  strong- 
est corporations  of  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  and 
also   do   a   general    business   in   civil   cases. 

On  March  20, '1S89,  Mr.  Jenkins  was  ap- 
pointed United  States  Commissioner  for  the 
Northern  District  of  New  York,  which  in- 
cludes all  of  the  State  north  of  the  north  line 
of  Pennsylvania  extended  east. 

He  married  Miss  Minnie  L.  Boalt,  of  Una- 
dilla,  N.Y.,  daughter  of  Charles  A.  Boalt, 
August  5,  1S84.  They  have  one  child,  Min- 
nie l'3thel.  The  family  attend  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church   of   Binghamton,  of   which 
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Mr.  Jenkins  is  a  member  of  the  Prudential 
C(jmmittee,  and  one  of  tlic  most  active  men 
in  the  church.  He  has  been  for  three  years 
superintendent  of  the  Bible  school,  which  is 
a  large  and  flourishing  branch  of  the  church. 
He  was  united  witli  the  Congregational 
church  in  his  youth,  while  attending  school  at 
E.xeter,  N.IT.  In  the  Masonic  Order  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Otseningo  Lodge,  No.  435, 
liinghaniton  Cliaiiter,  No.  139,  and  Malta 
Commandery,  A.  ]•".  &  A.  M.  Mr.  Jenkins 
is  very  highly  regartled  by  the  community,  as 
a  consistent  and  honorable  man,  an  earnest 
promoter  of  just  and  beneficial  work,  filling 
ably  and  worthily  the  various  positions  he  has 
been  called  to  hold  as  a  church  member  and 
as  an  American  citizen. 


ILLIAM  RUFUS  SHIPMAN,  a 
'^^»'  successful  merchant  of.  the  village 
of  Triangle,  was  born  in  Cortland  County, 
June  15,  1847,  a  son  of  Lawson  Shipman, 
who  was  born  December  zj,  1S20.  David 
Shipman,  father  of  Lawson,  was  a  farmer  in 
Otsego  County,  where  he  was  born  about 
1776.  He  was  tliere  married  to  Sophronia 
Wentworth,  who  was  also  a  native  of  that 
county.  They  settled  in  Corthmd  County, 
where  they  jiurchased  a  small  farm.  Ten 
cliildren  were  born  to  them,  eight  of  whom 
reached  adult  life;  and  two  are  now  living, 
namely:  Lawson;  and  -Samantlia,  the  wife  of 
Mil(j  Cook,  residing  in  the  West.  Tlie  father 
of  these  children  died  in  1849,  ■^"'J  ''"-" 
mother  in   1850. 


May  15,  1842,  Lawson  Shipman  was  mar- 
ried to  Julia  Ann  Brown,  a  daughter  of  Rufus 
and  Lucy  (Jacobs)  Brown.  They  began  life 
together  on  a  farm  of  their  own,  which  in 
1858  they  sold,  and  moved  then  to  the  town 
(if  Triangle,  Broome  County.  Here,  after 
living  on  one  farm  for  ten  years,  they  sold  it, 
and  moved  to  an  eighty-acre  farm  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Tioughnioga  River,  near  where  now 
stands  the  post-office  of  Itaska.  About  seven 
years  later  he  sold  this  place  or  exchanged  it 
for  a  stock  of  goods  at  Chenango  Forks.  He 
was  in  trade  there  but  one  year,  when  he  was 
burned  out,  and  sustained  a  heavy  loss.  In 
1878  he  moved  to  his  present  farm  of  forty- 
three  acres,  where  in  1892  his  wife  died, 
leaving  three  children,  namely:  William 
Rufus;  "David  Franklin,  of  Greene,  Chenango 
County,  a  wagon-maker  by  trade,  having  one 
son,  William;  and  Marion  D.,  wife  of 
Joseph  W.  Kggleston,  who  is  a  farmer  in 
Triangle. 

William  R.  Shipman  received  a  fair  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools,  in  which  he  early 
excelled  in  penmanship,  to  him  an  art  easily 
acquired.  He  attended  D.  D.  Ames's  Busi- 
ness College  in  Syracuse,  and  became  profi- 
cient, and  then  taught  writing  school  for 
some  years,  first  in  Syracuse,  and  then  in  the 
Commercial  College  at  Binghamton,  N.Y. 
In  187s  he  went  to  Chippewa  County,  Wis- 
consin, and  pre-empted  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land,  which  he  owned  for  about  eight 
years,  and  then  sold  it.  He  followed  his  pro- 
fession somewliat  during  the  time  he  was  in 
the  West,    writing  cards  and   executing  other 
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artistic  chirography.  Returning  to  the  State 
of  New  York  in  1883,  he  bought  a  farm  of 
ninety  acres  near  Triangle,  and  for  four  years 
was  engaged  in  agriculture.  He  then  sold 
the  farm,  and  purchased  his  present  business. 
He  has  been  Postmaster  four  years  of  the 
time  since   moving  here. 

He  was  married  February  2,  1869,  to  Net- 
tic  Purdy,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Armenia 
(Palmer)  Purdy.  Her  parents  were  origi- 
nally from  Westchester  County,  New  York, 
and  later  were  engaged  in  farming  near 
Greene,  in  Chenango  County,  where  her 
mother  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three.  Fif- 
teen years  after,  in  1892,  her  father  tlietl  in 
iiroome  County,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-eight  years.  Mrs.  Shiimian  is  the 
youngest  of  ten  children,  of  whom  four  sisters 
and  two  brotiiers  are  living.  The  latter  are: 
William  Edward,  a  farmer  of  this  county; 
and  Floyd  J.,  of  Triangle.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Shipman  have  buried  one  son,  Marshall,  at 
the  age  of  seven  years,  and  have  two  children 
living:  Lida,  wife  of  William  Leonard,  a 
farmer  in  the  town  of  15arker,  having  one  son 
and  one  daughter;  and  Ikirdette,  a  boy  of 
thirteen.  Mr.  Shipman  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party,  has  been  Town  Collector, 
and  stantls  well  in  the  community. 


LY  O.  IlVARTS,  for  six  years  the  effi- 
cient Superintendent  of  Streets,  a  well- 
known  resident  of  the  city  of  Binghamton, 
N.Y.,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Kirkwood, 
Broome    County,    N.Y.,    September    5,    1838, 


son  of  Samuel  and  Betsy  (Osborn)  Evarts. 
Amos  Evarts,  the  father  of  Samuel,  was  a 
native  of  New  England,  and  an  early  settler 
of  Sand  Lake,  Rensselaer  County,  N.Y., 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
glass  until  the  time  of  his  death.  His  wife 
survived  him  many  years,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Gideon  Hotchkiss, 
in  the  town  of  Windsor.  Samuel  Evarts  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Sand  Lake,  April  20, 
1809,  and  when  a  young  man  removed  to 
Broome  County,  where  he  found  employment 
on  the  farm  of  Ely  Osborn,  a  prominent 
farmer  of  Osborn  Hollow,  now  called  Sana- 
taria  Springs.  On  March  26,  1830,  Mr. 
Evarts  marrietl  Miss  Betsy  Osborn,  daughter 
of  his  employer,  and  immediately  located 
on  a  portion  of  the  land  of  his  father-in-law, 
at  whose  death  he  became  owner  of  the  whole 
property  of  two  hundred  acres.  He  followed 
farming  for  his  occupation  through  life,  dying 
March  16,  1873,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four 
years.  His  wife  died  June  16,  1S71.  Three 
children  were  born  to  their  marriage,  namely: 
Parthenia  Anna,  who  died  in  infancy;  Ellen 
Antoinette,  Mrs.  Johnson  Atwood,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  leaving  one  child, 
Theodore;  and  Ely  O.  Evarts. 

The  maternal  great -great-grandfather  of  the 
subject   of  this   sketch   was   Lot   Osborn,  who 
was  born,  in    Denmark,   and   went  to   England,  . 
where   he   remained   for  some   time,  and   then, 
emigrated  to  America,  settling  in  Watertown, 
Conn.,  and   making  that   place   his  permanent 
home.      His  great-grandson,  Ely  Osborn,  was  • 
born    in    Watertown,    July    16,    1768,    and   re- 
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moved  to  Broome  County,  New  York,  about 
tlic  year  1790.  lie  niarrictl  Miss  Parthenia 
Guernsey,  of  Windsor;  and  his  first  home  was 
at  North  Osborn  Hollow,  where  he  rcsitled  for 
some  years,  then  removing  to  South  Osborn 
Hollow,  where  he  died  November  18,  1835. 
He  and  his  wife  reared  two  children:  Anna 
M.,  born  July  6,  1801,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Jcdediah  ]?ump;  and  Betsy,  born  October 
16,  I S04,  who  married  Samuel  Evarts,  above 
named.  The  Osborns  were  an  old  and  deeply 
respected  family,  and  prominently  identified 
witli  the  Methodist  h'piscopal  church,  giving 
valuable  assistance  always  to  its  organizations 
throughout  tiiat  region.  They  were  of  high 
social  position,  and  contributed  in  no  small 
degree  toward  the  formation  of  an  excellent 
class  of  citizens,  whose  descendants  to-day  are 
among  the  best  in  the  county. 

Ely  O.  I'lvarts  received  a  good  practical 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
town,  and  remained  with  his  father  until  of 
age,  when  he  bought  the  home^farm,  and  took 
care  of  his  parents  as  long  as  they  lived.  He 
continued  farming  until  1878,  then  removed 
to  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  where  he  opened  a 
meat  market,  following  this  business  for 
about  two  years.  Receiving  an  appointment 
on  tlie  police  force,  he  served  for  fourteen 
months  only,  being  obliged  to  resign  at  the 
end  of  that  time  on  account  of  ill-health. 
His  next  venture  was  in  the  hitle  antl  wool 
trade,  which,  with  his  partner,  Mr.  Leander 
Davis,  he  conducted  for  some  years.  In  18S7 
Mr.  Evarts  was  appointed  by  the  City  Council 
of  Binghamton  to  be  .Siipciintendent  of  Streets 


for  one  year,  and  in  1S8S  was  again  ap- 
pointed. It  was  ihu-ing  this  year  that  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  was  created 
by  law,  gi\'ing  llicm  the  power  to  elect  the 
Sui)eriutcn(leiU  ;  but  Mr.  I'lvarts  still  held  the 
office  until  the  expiration  of  his  term,  by 
virtue  of  his  election  by  the  Council.  He 
was  unanimously  re-elected  at  the  end  of  the 
term,  and  was  Siiperinteiulent  of  Streets  in 
all  six  years,  and  only  avoided  a  continuance 
in  the  office  by  [lositively  refusing  to  accejit 
it  any  longer.  While  in  ollfice,  he  annually 
disbursed  about  thirty-five  thousand  dollars, 
exclusive  of  the  expense  of  paving  and  sew- 
age; and  the  city  was  never  better  or  more 
efficiently  managed  as  to  its  order  and  clean- 
liness than  when  under  his  care. 

Mr.  I'lvarts  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen  M. 
Darling,  of  Dutchess  County,  New  York, 
September  i,  1855.  Three  children  were 
born  to  them,  namely:  Mary  E.,  Mrs.  Albert 
Surdam,  of  Binghamton;  Nettie  1'-.,  Mrs. 
Mont  I<'.  Buttcrfield,  of  Oneonta,  N.Y. ;  and 
Bessie  !•:.,  wife  of  A.  E.  Wilbur,  of  Bing- 
hamton. Mr.  Iwarts  has  accumulateil  a  com- 
petence, and  now,  living  a  practically  retired 
life,  enjoys  his  jileasant  home,  fairly  won  by 
his  own  iionest  endeavors.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Centenary  Methodist  Church,  and  takes 
a  lively  interest/  in  its  welfare  and  in  its 
work.  He  has  been  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Stewards  for  a  number  of  years,  and  has  also 
occupied  other  positions  in  the  church.  Mr. 
Evarts  adheres  to  the  Republican  jmrty  in 
his  politics,  and  is  a  ])opular  man  in  the 
orjrani/at  inn. 
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C.  CUMMINGS,  an  en- 
and  prosperous  citizen  of 
the  town  of  Windsor,  N.Y.,  was  born  in 
Oskaloosa,  la.,  July  15,  1S58,  son  of  Dr. 
William  C.  and  Mary  II.  (Lonsberry)  Cuni- 
mings.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Daniel 
Cumniings,  was  an  early  settler  of  Otsego 
County,  and  was  a  prominent  farmer  there. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  ninety  years,  leaving 
a  wife  and  six  children,  all  now  living,  the 
widow  being  a  resident  of  Westford,  N.Y. 
Dr.  William  C.  Cummings  is  a  popular  and 
leading  physician  of  Marshalltown,  la.,  and  is 
the  oldest  medical  practitioner  in  that  vicin- 
ity. Of  their  two  children,  William  C.  is 
the  elder.  The  second,  Benjamin  I-".,  is  a 
practising  lawyer  and  city  attorney  of  Mar- 
shalltown. The  mother  was  born  March  12, 
1 83  I,  and  died  February  17,  1S91.  In  relig- 
ion the  family  were  Congregational,  and  the 
father  is  a  Republican  in  his  politics. 

William  C.  Cummings,  Jr.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  reared  and  educated  in  Mar- 
shalltown, where  he  attended  the  public 
schools.  Later  he  pursued  a  course  of  study 
in  the  Grinncll  Agricultural  College.  He 
was  for  some  time  book-keeper  of  the  Build- 
ing and  Manufacturing  Company  of  Marshall- 
town,  and  was  afterward  in  the  employ  of 
the  North-western  Railroad  Company.  His 
work  in  the  railroad  service  was  first  as 
brakeman,  and  next  as  conductor,  which  posi- 
tions he  filled  for  about  four  years,  and  then 
entered  into  the  office  of  the  Railway  Com- 
pany, making  in  all  about  ten  years  in  that 
line   of    business.      He    resigned    in    1889  on 


account  of  ill-health.  In  November,  1881, 
he  had  a  marvellous  escape  from  death,  being 
a  guest  at  the  Alamo  Hotel  in  Texas  when 
that  building  took  fire  and  a  number  of  peo- 
ple perisheil  in  thi;  flames.  In  1889  Mr. 
Cummings  removed  to  New  York  State,  and 
purchased  a  large  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty-five  acres  in  the  town  of  Windsor,  where 
he  carries  on  a  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising  business,  managing  a  dairy  of  fifteen 
full-blooded  Jersey  cows. 

Mr.  Cummings  was  married  September  5, 
1882,  to  Miss  Ida  Hall,  of  Ouincy,  111., 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Adelia  (Fox)  Hall. 
He  and  his  wife  now  reside  with  Miss  Polly 
Guernsey,  the  great-aunt  of  Mr.  Cummings, 
on  the  excellent  farm  which  was  settled  by 
Joel  Guernsey  in  1791.  Mr.  Guernsey  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  and  was  born  and  reared 
in  Connecticut.  His  birth  occurred  January 
3,  1763;  and  he  was  married  March  14,  1783, 
to  Miss  Pcrsis  Strickland.  There  wei'c  three 
children  born  to  this  marriage,^  William  G., 
Blake,  and  Diantha.  They  all  grew  up,  and 
had  families.  April  11,  1791,  Joel  Guernsey 
removed  to  the  town  of  Windsor,  and  bought 
three  hundred  acres  of  land,  where  he  con- 
ducted a  fine  and  productive  farm.  l?cfore 
settling  it  he  worked  for  a  while  for  a  Mr. 
Beebe.  He  became  a  leading  man  in  the  set- 
tlement, .and  was  for  many  years  the  only 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  county.  The  first 
wife  of  Joel  Guernsey  having  died,  he  married 
again,  his  second  wife  being  Miss  Fanny 
Judd,  the  ceremony  taking  place  on  October  ' 
13,     1805,    at     Windsor.       By    this    marriage 
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there  were  three  children  born,  of  whom  Miss 
Polly  1'.,  born  November  6,  1806,  is  the  only 
surviving"  one.  I'he  others  were:  Iviith  I\I., 
born  March  i,  1809,  died  February  ij,  1836; 
and  Fanny  P.,  born  March  19,  1812,  died 
April  25,  1893.  The  Guernsey  family  were 
among  the  oldest  and  most  respected  people 
of  the  town  of  Wiuilsor,  Joel  Guernsey,  the 
founder  of  it,  having  been  an  upright,  consci- 
entious, anil  [jublic  -  s[3irited  citizen.  His 
death  occurred  in  1S43.  ^^'^  was  the  first 
Postmaster  at  Grigg's  Settlement,  now  called 
Lester.  I'lie  second  wife  died  at  an  advanced 
age. 

Mr.  Cummings's  mother,  when  but  a  small 
child,  lived  with  Miss  Polly  Guernsey,  of 
whom  she  was  a  niece.  When  the  last  sister 
died,  leaving  Miss  Polly  alone  on  the  farm, 
she  prevailed  on  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cumniings  to 
come  and  make  their  home  with  her,  to  which 
they  consented,  and  now  cheer  and  comfort 
this  estimable  lady  in  her  declining  years. 
No  children  have  been  born  to  them.  Mr. 
Cuminings  is  a  member  of  the  Rei)ublican 
party,  and  is  actively  interested  in  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Red  Men.  He  belongs  to 
Tuscarora  Tribe,  No.  6S,  of  Windsor;  and 
also  to  the  O.  R.  C,  No.  lyg,  of  Marshall- 
town,   la. 


|IIARLh;.S  O.  DFWI':Y,  a.m.,  Ph.D., 
jr  formerly  Principal  of  the  high  school 
in  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  is  a  gentle- 
man of  extended  experience  in  educational 
work  and  of  high  personal  qualifications. 
His  grandfather,  Jizekiel   Dewey,  was  born  in 


Connecticut,  in  the  Connecticut  River  valley, 
near  the  Massachusetts  line.  The  parents  of 
l'!zekiel  dying  when  he  was  but  a  lad,  he  con- 
ckuled  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  Western  set- 
tlements, and  accordingly  set  out  alone  and 
without  means,  and,  foot-sore  anti  weary, 
arrived  in  Tioga  County,  New  York,  where 
he  found  employment  in  clearing  land  for 
cultivation.  The  country  was  wild  and  but 
sparsely  settled  at  the  time,  and  the  opportu- 
nities for  hard  work  with  small  pay  were  as 
good  as  might  be  desired.  Hut  Ezckiel  pos- 
sessed the  qualifications  of  a  good  pioneer, 
and  went  steadily  to  work.  Little  by  little 
he  added  to  his  savings,  until  he  hatl  accumu- 
lated sufficient  means  to  purchase  a  small 
tract  of  land.  Increasing  his  acreage  from 
time  to  time  by  subsequent  purchases  as  he 
was  able,  he  continued  to  prosper  until  he  was 
the  owner  of  several  farms  and  considerable 
landed  property.  He  died  at  the  venerable 
age  of  ninety-one,  highly  resjiected  and  well 
known  throughout  the  comity. 

David  W.,  son  of    I^zekiel,  was  born  on  the 

okl     homestead     near     Berkshire,     N.Y.,    and 

I 
there  remained    until    attaining  his  majority, 

when  he  went  to  P'reetown,  N.Y.,  and  en- 
gaged in  general  merchandising.  He  re- 
mained there  until  1859,  when  he  returnetl  to 
'I'ioga  County,  and  assumeil  the  management  of 
the  home  farm.  He  continued  thus  employed 
until  the  time  of  his  death  in  1S69.  While 
in  Cortland  County,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Phebe  E.  Delavan,  daughter  of  Oliver  and 
Elizabeth  (Pugsley)  Delavan.  Her  people 
were  of   old   Revolulionarv   stock,  and  fought 
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for  liberty  in  the  struggle  between  Great  Brit- 
ain and  the  colonies.      She  died  in  1866. 

Charles  O.,  son  of  David  W.  and  I'hebe 
(Delavan)  Dewey,  was  born  at  Freetown, 
Cortland  County,  N.Y.,  June  17,  1854,  and 
first  attended  the  public  school  at  Berkshire, 
N.Y.,  and  then  the  common  and  high  schools 
of  Binghamton.  In  1877  he  was  graduated  at 
the  Cortland  Normal  School,  and  engaged  for 
some  time  in  teaching;  but,  considering  his 
education  as  yet  incomplete,  he  entered  Syra- 
cuse University,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1885  with  the  degi^ee  of  A.B.,  later  receiving 
the  degree  of  A.M.  from  the  same  univer- 
sity. Me  continued  his  studies  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  the  City  of  New  York,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  degrees  of  Ph.D. 
and  A.M.  Between  his  Junior  and  Sopho- 
more years  at  Syracuse  he  was  Principal  of 
Robinson  Street  Grammar  School,  holding 
that  position  about  four  years,  or  until  1883. 
After  leaving  the  University  of  New  York, 
he  was  Superintendent  and  Principal  of  the 
schools  at  Englewood,  N.J.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  receiving  his  appointment  as 
Principal  of  the  high  school  of  Binghamton, 
in  the  summer  of  1891.  Under  his  manage- 
ment this  school  took  rv  high  place  among 
the  educational  institutions  of  the  State, 
the  course  of  study  being  designed  with  a 
view  of  preparing  students  for  college. 

At  tlie  close  of  the  school  year  of  1892-93 
Dr.  Dewey  resigned  his  position  to  enter  the 
field  of  life  insurance,  believing  that  his 
healtli  would  be  better,  and  that  his  financial 
opportunities  would  be  greatly  improved.      In 


1894  he  became  the  General  Agent  of  the 
Phoenix  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  at 
Rochester,  N.Y.,  with  the  surrounding  coun- 
ties included  in  his  territory.  In  severing 
his  connection  with  educational  work,  he  de- 
clined several  flattering  offers  for  principal- 
ships  in  e.Kcellent  institutions  of  learning. 
On  August  12,  1886,  occurred  the  marriage 
of  Charles  O.  Dewey  and  Miss  Louise  Hig- 
ley.  They  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter, 
Mary  Agnes. 

Dr.  Dewey  is  a  member  of  Malta  Com- 
mandery.  Knights  Templars,  and  Calumet 
Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
He  is  a  Methodist  in  his  religious  associa- 
tions, and  during  his  residence  in  Bingham- 
ton was  an  official  member  of  that  church. 
He  is  a  man  of  true  Christian  character  and 
scholarly  attainments,  and  one  whose  mind 
and  heart  are  in  touch  with  the  mental,  moral, 
and  spiritual  elevation  of  mankind. 


IRAM  A.  STANLEY,  President  and 
General  Manager  of  the  Evening 
Herald  Company,  was  born  Febru- 
ary 12,  1859,  in  the  town  of  Vestal,  Broome 
County,  N.Y.  ;  and  the  early  years  of  his  life 
were  spent  there  and  in  Ccntreville  and  Bing- 
hamton. The  story  of  his  boyhood  days  is 
one  of  hard  labor  and  self-sacrifice.  Inspired 
with  a  laudable  ambition  to  gain  an  educa- 
tion, he  walked  five  miles  to  Binghamton  to 
attend  the  old  academy,  rising  with  the  dawn 
to  do  his  work  on  the  farm.  I""ive  days  in  the 
week  he  followed    this   routine;    and   on   the 


II.  J.    MirCIIKI.I., 

Sff'j-  III:,/  Treas. 


bW-L^^ 


^^K;  '^' 


V-    1>.    VAN   AMIiUKGI 


H.    A.    STANLEY,    I're.-i.  and   Gtneral  JIanmu'r. 


II.    \'.    IIOCAK  r, 

-!/,/•.   Cnui/ali,' 


THE  EVENING  HERALD  CO., 

PROPKlETOkS  OF 

THE  EVENING  HERALD, 


0 

1 


IMII.Y  AND  W|;EK1.Y,  | 

BIN(jHAMTON,    new  YORK.  " 


,.-« 


BIOGRAPHICAL   REVIEW 


613 


sixth,  when  the  ordinary  boy  enjoys  a  well- 
earned  holiday,  he  was  forced  to  toil  even 
harder  than  ever,  as  his  father  could  not 
afford  to  hire  help.  Me  had  a  natural  \ovq 
for  learning,  and  Avas  always  an  omnivorous 
reader,  using  every  ojjportunity  to  gain  knowl- 
edge, studying  far  into  the  night  after  his 
day's  labor.  He  toiled  in  various  ways,  earn- 
ing every  ])enny  he  has  in  the  world.  When 
he  had  a  leisure  moment  in  the  city,  he  was 
often  found  around  the  jtrinting-offices,  devel- 
oping thus  early  a  liking  for  the  newspaper 
business,  and  many  times  was  jiroud  and 
hajjpy  to  gain  a  little  money  by  selling  papers 
on  the  street.  He  was  always  ready  to  do 
whatever  offered  itself  to  earn  a  livelihood,, 
and,  while  working  under  many  disadvan- 
tages, never  forgot  his  princijiles  of  honest 
dealing   with   his   fellow-men. 

When  he  had  obtained  an  adeciiiate  educa- 
tion, Mr.  Stanley  taught  in  the  district 
schools,  so  often  the  nurseries  for  the  mental 
development  of  statesmen  and  litterateurs. 
This,  however,  gave  him  employment  but  for 
a  few  weeks  in  the  winter  months;  and  so  he 
sought  other  means  of  supporting  himself. 
He  tlid  not  disdain  to  accept  the  position  of 
switchman  on  the  railroad, .for  it  was  honest 
and  self-respecting;  and,  while  this  occupa- 
tion did  not  require  much  culture,  his  mind 
was  ([uite  as  active  as  his  hands.  He  occa- 
sionally wrote  articles  for  the  local  press,  and 
it  was  one  of  these  which  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  the  [jrojirietor  of  the  Binghamton 
RL-/)iil>/icaii.  Mr.  Stanley  was  rcijuesled  to 
report  at   that   office,  and   was  offeretl   a  posi- 


tion on  the  staff,  which  he  willingly  accepted, 
although  at  small  pay;  and  for  eight  years  he 
was  faithful  to  the  interests  of  that  prominent 
paper.  During  this  time  he  W(jn  his  promo- 
tion from  the  humblest  position,  step  by  step, 
until  he  became  business  manager  of  that 
newspaper,  and  remained  there,  receiving  a 
good  salary,  until  18S9,  wlien,  with  Mr. 
C.  H.  Turner,  he  decided  to  purchase  the 
Daily  livening  Ihrald  of  liinghamton,  which 
was  foundetl  h'ebruary  28,  1889,  by  Mr.  J.  15. 
Briggs,  of  Elmira,  N.Y.,  and  Mr.  ]•:.  H. 
Bogart,  of  Binghamton.  Prior  to  Septemljer 
I  of  that  year  this  firm  had  sunk  four  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  were  losing  one  hundred  and 
si.xty  dollars  per  week  at  that  date.  When  it 
was  purchaseil  jjy  Mr.  .Stanley,  tlien  the  busi- 
ness manager,  and  Mr.  Turner,  managing 
editor,  of  the  Daily  Rcpiililican,  from  which 
both  resigned  to  start  for  themselves,  it  sunk 
in  the  first  four  months  about  three  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars,  but  nearly  doubled  in 
circulation,  having  two  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  subscribers  on  January  i,  iSyo. 
January  I,  1S91,  saw  a  circulation  of  four 
thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty,  an  eight- 
column  folio,  with  eight  pages  .Saturdays  — 
all  printed  on  a  brand-new  nine-thousand- 
dollar  stereotype  web  -  perfecting  machine. 
The  advertising  patronage  had  increased,  a 
job  office  had  been  addeil  by  purchase  from 
tlie  sheriff  at  low  rates,  and  the  business  was 
known  to  be  on  its  feet.  January  i,  1892,  it 
had  a  circulation  of  live  thousand  one  hundred 
aiul  fifty,  witli  moie  advertising  at  better 
rates,    and    had    enlarged    its    job    olfice,    and 
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was  far  more  prosperous  than  one  year  before, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  its  two  local 
competitors  had  seen  fit,  April  30  of  the  jjre- 
ceding  year,  to  concertedly  cut  subscription 
rates  from  fifty  and  sixty-five  cents  per 
month,  respectively,  to  twenty-five  cents  per 
month  each,  and  send  out  canvassers  by  the 
score. 

January  i,  1S93,  the  Herald  could  prove 
a  circulation  of  six  thousand  two  hundred 
and  fifty,  had  added  one  or  two  first-class 
job  presses,  making  five  in  all,  besides  its 
news-press,  and  a  completely  equipped  steam 
bindery,  occupying  nearly  all  of  three  floors, 
each  one  hundred  and  five  by  eighteen  feet. 
April  15,  1S93,  it  had  a  circulation  ot  about 
six  thousand  four  hundred,  when  it  purchased 
the  circulation  (eighteen  hundred)  of  the 
Evening  Tiines^  a  recently  defunct  "attempt," 
making  a  circulation  of  eight  thousand  two 
hundred,  and,  being  severely  crowded  for 
room  in  its  three  floors,  had  purchased  a  cen- 
tral site,  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  and 
one-half  feet  on  Henry,  thirty-two  on  Centre, 
and  twenty-two  on  Water  Street,  on  which  it 
purposes  to  erect  a  five-story  home,  to  be 
ready  for  occupancy  when  its  present  lease 
expires.  It  owes  no  moj;c  on  all  its  posses- 
sions than  the  book  account  would  jjay  if  col- 
lected, has  never,  since  owned  by  its  present 
proprietors,  borrowed  a  cent  or  received  a  dol- 
lar for  championing  any  cause  or  party,  and 
has  so  systematized  its  affairs  as  to  know  what- 
it  is  worth  as  an  investment  and  what  divi- 
dend it  can  pay  on  that  investment,  ft  has 
built   itself   up   solely  from    itself,  broken    up 


a  city  printing  ring,  foiled  an  attempt  on 
the  part  of  certain  politicians  to  gain  control 
of  the  public  schools  and  non-partisan  pub- 
lic boards,  whittled  down  electric-lighting 
bills,  and  defeated  numerous  corruiH  municipal 
schemes.  The  following  are  some  of  the 
things  the  Herald  has  aimed  to  do,  and  some 
others  it  has  refrained  from  doing:  — 

"To  so  organize  its  business  and  general 
conduct  that  its  success  would  not  be  entirely 
dependent  on  any  one  man,  but  still  to  main- 
tain a  head;  to  train  proper  men  for  proper 
places,  and  impress  on  each  man  his  individ- 
ual responsibility;  to  exact  fair  i)rices  for  fair 
service  from  all  patrons,  collect  every  thirty 
days,  and  meet  all  obligations  as  agreed;  to 
buy  good  stock  as  close  as  any  competitor, 
and  pay  enough  for  labor  to  insure  the  best  in 
every  department;  to  carry  the  advertisement 
of  every  live  home  merchant;  to  change  such 
advertisements  as  often  as  desired,  and  give 
the  smallest  patron  as  good  treatment  and  a 
rate  as  close  to  the  card  as  that  granted  any 
axlvertiser,  foreign  or  local,  however  large  — 
in  fact,  to  refuse  all  commissions  to  all  adver- 
tising agents;  to  state  circulation  frequently 
and  truthfully  —  if  i)0ssible,  daily;  to  dis- 
courage street  sales  and  encourage  regular 
subscriptions;  to  employ  truthful  representa- 
tives in  every  capacity — men  who  will  not 
only  state  the  truth,  but  who  will  make  the 
jiatron  vvh6  orders  an  advertisement  without 
asking  the  price  as  low  a  rate  as  is  made  to 
the  man  who  haggles  a  month. 

"  lulitorially,  it  aims  to  publish  all  local 
and    important    wire    news;    to    be    charitable, 
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but  truthful,  avoiding  scandal  and  gossip  as 
much  as  possible;  to  justly  criticise  actions 
of  public  officials,  condemning  all  extrava- 
gance; to  encourage  all  proper  business  enter- 
prises, but  not  to  such  a  degree  as  to  give  the 
paper  the  reputation  of  a  '  boomer  ' ;  in  brief, 
to  lead  the  processi(jn  in  genuine  enterprise, 
showing  everywhere  a  strong  endeavor  to  do 
good  to  everybody  —  for  who  has  such  a  privi- 
lege in  this  direction  as  the  publisher  of  a 
newspaper?  The  teacher  has  not  half  so 
large  a  school,  the  jireacher  only  a  tithe  of  the 
congregation,  the  legislator  but  a  minor  influ- 
ence in  shaping  the  laws  in  C(jmparison  with 
an  influential  newspaper." 

Now  for  some  things  Mr.  Stanley  claims 
that  the  Herald  has  refrained  from  doing,  and 
advises  all  jniblishers  to  refrain  from:  — 

"Not  to  depend  on  ]5ersonal  friendship  for 
subscriptions  or  advertisements;  not  to  expect 
your  friends  to  buy  your  pajier  or  atlvertise  in 
it  if  they  can  secure  the  same  service  in  a 
better  one;  never  to  liarter  an  editorial  opin- 
ion for  money,  gciods,  or  influence;  never 
beg  for  business;  never  lose  pride  in  your 
})rofession ;  never,  within  or  witliout  the 
office,  forget  tlie  respect  due  every  honest 
man,  woman,  or  child  —  no«matter  whether 
rich  vix  ]u)or;  never  refuse  ])roi)er  recognition 
of  any  conservative,  respectable  labt)r  union  — 
in  fact,  it  is  your  duty  to  encourage  those 
who  would  uphold  the  dignity  of  labor; 
never  abuse  the  power  of  the  [)ress  vestetl  in 
you  and  every  publisher,  to  a  greater  or  less 
degree,  nor  forget  that  this  is  the  besetting- 
sin  of  journalism  —  more   blackmail   is  levied 


by  the  press  of   this  country  than  by  all   other 
transgressors  in  prison  or  out." 

To  the  wise  course  of  Mr.  .Stanley  above 
inilicated  the  great  success  which  the  Herald 
has  achieved  is  largely  due;  and  to  the  energy 
and  enterprise  of  himself  and  staff  tlie  city  of 
Bingliamton  has  given  proper  recognition,  the 
paper  having  the  highest  circulation  of  any 
journal  within  its  limits.  September  30, 
1893,  the  Evening  Herald  Company  was  incor- 
porated, with  a  paid-up  capital  of  forty  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  officered  as  follows:  II.  A. 
Stanley,  President  and  General  Manager; 
F.  1).  Van  Amburgh,  Vice-rresident  and  Ad- 
vertising Manager;  II.  J.  Mitchell,  Treasurer 
and  Chief  Clerk;  G.  W.  Beardsley,  Managing 
lulitor;  and  N.  M.  Sheffield,  Manager  of  tlie 
New  York  office,  No.  85  Tribune  l^uilding, 
New  York  City.  The  stability  of  the  paper, 
which  is  run  indejientlent  of  political  views, 
has  won  for  it  m:uiy  friends  ;imong  all  classes; 
and  its  policy  ol  encouraging  well-earned 
merit  is  in  contrast  with  many  newspapers,  as 
it  has  always  been  the  aim  of  the  managers 
to  maintain  the  highest  respect  and  consider- 
ation lor  their  em[)loyees.  Since  the  incor- 
[joration  the  paper  has  been  doubled  in  size, 
and  its  prosi)erity  continues  undiminished. 
One  important  change  took  [ilace  at  the  in- 
coriKiration  of  the  present  stock  conip:uiy. 
Mr.  C.  II.  Turner,  who,  as  an  equal  partner 
with  Mr.  Stanley,  secured  the  pajier  and 
aided  materially  in  building  it  up,  retired 
from  it  at  the  time  the  stock  company  was 
tormeil.  He  is  yet  extensively  engaged  in 
various    kinds    of    literary   work,    and    is   well 
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;iiul  f;iv(ii'al)ly  known  as  an  aljle  and  ilucnt 
writer,  lie  has  contributed  many  fine  arti- 
cles to  leading  lnaL,^'lzines  and  i)eric)dicals  of 
the  day;  and,  although  his  home  is  in  15ing- 
hamton,  he  spenils  a  great  deal  of  his  time  in 
travelling. 

Addison  Stanley,  the  father  of  H.  A.  Stan- 
ley, was  a  brave  and  faithful  soldier,  serving 
his  country  almost  the  entire  period  of  the 
Civil  War.  At  the  first  call  for  troops  he 
enlisted  for  three  months,  being  discharged  at 
the  end  of  that  time  at  Annapolis,  Md.  He 
returned  to  ]5inghamton,  and  at  once  re-en- 
listed for  three  years,  being  the  first  to  enroll 
his  name  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Ninth  New 
York  Volunteer  Infantry  Regiment,  organized 
by  Colonel  George  W.  Dunn,  of  this  city. 
I\rr.  Stanley  was  assigned  to  Company  D,  and 
Went  to  the  front,  where  he  was  known  as  a 
daring  soldier,  and  was  soon  appointed  a  non- 
commissioned officer.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
to  volunteer  to  make  the  charge  on  what  is 
historically  known  as  the  "Hell  Hole"  at 
Petersburg,  where  one  of  the  bloodiest  hand- 
to-hand  battles  of  the  war  occurred.  Mr. 
Stanley  was  captiu'ed  in  this  engagement,  and 
sent  to  Danville  Prison,  and  from  there  to 
Libby  Prison,  where  ^or  many  months  his 
sufferings  were  such  as  it  is  almost  imjiossible 
to  describe.  lie  went  into  the  [)rison  weigh- 
ing one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  pounds; 
and,  when  he  was  finally  exchanged  on  parole, 
he  weighed  less  than  .one  hundred  pounds. 
In  1865  he  was  honorably  discharged,  and 
returned  to  his  family,  his  health  batlly  im- 
paired; and,  after  the  death   of   his   good   wife 


in  i>S87,  lie  removed  to  the  West,  where  he 
now  I'csides.  The  death  of  Mr.  11.  A.  Stan- 
ley's mother  when  he  was  about  eighteen 
years  of  age  is  a  never-to-be-forgotten  grief 
for  iiim.  She  was  a  superior  woman,  the 
presiding  genius  of  her  home,  a  gentle  wife 
and  mother,  possessed  of  a  rare  quality  of  pa- 
tience, and  constantly  exercising  the  sweet 
influences  of  charity  and   love. 

Mr.  H.  A.  .Stanley  was  married  in  Bing- 
hamton  to  Miss  Rose  Lester,  a  native  of  this 
city,  who,  having  received  an  excellent  edu- 
cation in  the  city  schools,  was  a  successful  and 
popular  teacher  in  them  up  to  the  time  of  her 
marriage.  The  pleasant  home  of  this  couple 
is  enlivened  by  their  three  bright  and  intelli- 
gent children  —  Clifford  I^.,  Bert  H.,  and 
Marjorie  L.  Mr.  Stanley's  life  history  is  a 
good  object-lesson  to  the  growing  generation 
of  young  men,  who  can  see  for  themselves 
what  success  has  followed  a  country  boy  with 
nothing  to  aid  him  but  his  own  laudable 
ambition,  untiring  industry,  and  indomitable 
perseverance. 

RED  D.  VAN  AMimRGH,  the  well- 
known,  genial,  and  able  Vice-President 
and  Advertising  Manager  of  the  /hni/i/,  has 
had  an  experience  that  few  men  in  his  line, 
have  enjoyeil.  He  knows  the  common  ]ieo])le, 
can  sympathize  and  counsel  with  them,  and, 
with  all  this,  is  as  well  equipped  as  any  man 
in  Binghamton  to  tell  a  business  man  how  to 
advertise,  what  to  advertise,  when  to  adver- 
tise it,  and  where  to  advertise  it,  too.  It  is 
no  exaggeration  to  say  that   he  is  the  "soul  of 
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truth  and  veracity"  in  matters  of  circulation 
of  newspapers  and  other  publications;  for,  as 
he  says,  it  doesn't  pay  to  lie  about  matters  of 
that  kind.  It  is  probably  safe  to  assume  that 
Mr.  VanAmburgh  would  not  falsify  if  it  tlid 
pay,  for  he  has  the  reputation  of  careful 
veracity;  but  in  his  present  position,  as  lie 
says,  he  has  no  need  to  exaggerate,  for  he 
works  only  on  a  paper  of  "known  circula- 
tion." He  has  been  witli  this  i)aper  but  a 
few  months,  less  than  a  year;  but,  so  marked 
has  been  his  success,  it  is  but  just  that  it  is 
spoken  of  here  as  among  the  achievements 
of   his   busy  and   successful    life. 

Horn  at  Newlnirg  on  the  Hudson,  April 
5,  1866,  it  will  be  seen  that  he  is  yet  a  young 
man.  His  parents  removed  to  15inghamton, 
or,  rather,  the  county  ten  miles  north  of 
liingliamton,  when  the  sul)ject  of  this  sketcii 
was  two  years  old.  His  early  educational 
advantages  were  those  of  any  ordinary  country 
boy,  but  he  was  always  interested  in  news- 
papers —  so  much  so  that,  when  he  was  less 
than  a  dozen  years  of  age,  he  was  the  proud 
possessor  of  an  editorial  "sit"  on  a  six  by 
nine  juvenile  home-made  publication.  As  he 
grew  older,  he  no  longer  thought  or  played  as 
a  child;  and  he  is  found  at  a  tender  age  a 
(h-iver  on  the  ICrie  Canal.  So  bright  a  boy 
could  not  be  long  kept  at  this  business; 
and,  interesting  some  one  in  his  behalf,  he 
soon  obtained  a  chance  to  learn  telegraiihy 
and  run  with  messages.  He  became  an  ex- 
pert operator  in  a  few  years,  and  can  "cut 
in  ".  to-day  at  a  moment's  notice,  and  send  or 
take  at   a  2.40  gait.      As   above    intimated,  he 


always  had  a  weakness  for  the  newspaper 
business;  and  on  the  2d  of  May,  iSSS,  he 
threw  up  a  good  situation  to  establish  what  lie 
proposed  to  call  the  Chenango  Forks  Herald 
in  a  town  where  everybody  said  it  could  never 
succeed.  It  not  only  lived,  but  throve;  and 
he  ran  that  paper  in  a  style  tJiat  brought  him 
money  and  reputation  until  March  i,  1893, 
wjien  he  sold  it  for  several  thousand  dollars, 
came  to  Binghaniton,  and  began  to  look  about 
for  a  wider  field.  His  writings  having  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  JL-ra/d,  he  was 
gi\'en  an  opportunity  to  buy  an  interest,  and 
October  i,  1893,  went  into  tliat  concern  as 
part  owner.  On  the  organization  of  its  Hoard 
of  Directors  he  was  chosen  its  Vice-Presi- 
dent, and  has  since  taken  an  active  part  in  its 
development.  His  activity  and  ability  were 
such,  antl  he  had  so  good  a  thing  to  lay  before 
the  advertising  pulilic,  that  he  soon  compelled 
the  management  to  enlarge;  and  in  tlie  hard 
times  of  1S93  the  hazard  of  doubling  its  size 
was  attempted.  To  exemplify  its  success, 
due  almost  entirely  to  Mr.  Van  Amburgh's 
efforts,  it  may  now  be  adcietl  that  at  present 
writing  it  is  being  enlaiged  once  more,  to 
ailmit  tile  ])ress  ol  advertising.  As  an  adver- 
tisement writer,  Mr.  Van  Amburgh  has  few 
superiors;  and  his  work  is  copied  in  all  the 
leading  trade  i)ublicati(jns  in  his  line  as 
samples  of  the  writer's  art.  To  Mrs.  Carrie 
Seeber  Van  Amburgh,  his  accomplished  and 
amiable  wife,  can  much  of  her  husband's  suc- 
cess be  attributetl;  for  her  influence,  indomi- 
table courage,  and  wise  counsel  have  carried 
him    through    many  a    trial   that    would    have 


6i8 


BIOGRAPHICAL   REVIEW 


dowiictl  a  less  fortunate  man.  He  is  to-day 
where  he  is  by  sheer  force  of  merit,  having 
never  inherited  a  position  or  other  article  of 
value  in  his  life. 


/t^. 


UY  W.  lil'IARDSLKY,  as  Managing 
\[£J_^  lulitor  (jf  the  F.vcniiig  Herald,  has 
been  a  potent  factor  in  its  phenomenal  suc- 
cess. Mr.  15eardsley  was  born  in  the  hamlet 
of  North  Colesville,  Broome  County,  N.Y., 
May  6,  iS68.  Me  was  reared  and  partly  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools,  which  gave  him 
but  limited  opportunities,  as  their  sessions 
were  only  a  few  weeks  in  the  winter  seasons. 
His  home  was  on  a  farm,  anil  he  had  to  take 
liis  i)art  in  the  work  which  falls  to  every 
country  bt)y's  life.  He  was  thus  engaged 
until  he  reached  his  twenty-first  year;  but 
having,  by  hard  study,  qualified  himself  for 
the  profession  of  teaching,  he  passed  a  thor- 
ough examination  successfully,  and  received  a 
certificate  which  enabled  him  to  get  a  school. 
Desiring  to  fill  a  higher  [losition,  he  rc- 
moveil  to  Hinghamton  in  IJecember  of  iS8g, 
and,  after  looking  over  the  field  of  journal- 
ism, entered  in  January,  1S90,  the  office  of 
the  J'.vcniit!^  Jhralii,  beginning  as  reporter, 
and  remaining  with  the^jiapcr  until  the  early 
|),irt  of  August,  iiSij3,  when  he  retired  from 
it.  Later,  when  Mr.  C.  H.  Turner  sold  his 
interest  in  the  llcralil,  aiul  the  incorjjoration 
of  Ihat  company  look  [ilace,  in  Se[)teml)er, 
I1S93,  Mr.  Heardsley  returned  to  the  office, 
])ecame  a  stockholder  ami  director  of  the 
company  and  Managing  Editor  of  the  paper, 
which   position  he   has  continued   to  fill.      He 


has  been  an  earnest  and  industrious  worker, 
winning  his  way  to  this  important  place  on 
the  staff  of  one  of  the  best  daily  papers  in  the 
State  by  his  own  ability  and  perseverance. 
He  is  progressive  and  ambitious;  and  his 
excellent  judgment  is  shown  in  the  impartial 
antl  independent  editing  of  his  newspaper, 
although  in  his  own  political  sentiments  he 
is   a   stanch    Republican. 

Mr.  lieardsley  comes  of  excellent  paren- 
tage, his  father,  Dr.  H.  I^".  lieardsley,  and 
his  mother,  Jane  (Cornish)  Beardsley,  being 
descendants  of  early  and  influential  settlers  of 
Richfield,  Otsego  County,  and  Coventry,  Che- 
nango County,  N.Y.  Dr.  H.  !•".  lieardsley 
lost  his  parents,  Harvey  and  Lydia  (Martin) 
lieardsley,  while  he  was  a  young  boy,  and  was 
reared  by  his  maternal  grandmother  in  Coven- 
try. When  he  grew  to  manhood,  he  became 
cpiite  active  in  the  local  politics  of  his 
county.  He  early  manifested  an  inclination 
to  adopt  the  medical  profession,  and  for  tliat 
pur|)ose  became  a  student  in  the  office  of  Dr. 
•\V.  H.  lieardsley  (not  a  relative,  however), 
and  later  was  graduated  at  the  Medical  Col- 
lege in  Buffalo,  N.Y.  Opening  an  office  in 
Coventry,  he  practised  there  for  a  few  years, 
and  afterward  removed  to  Broome  County, 
where  he  carried  on  his  profession  in  Nt)rth 
Colesville,  but  removed  from  there  to  Tun- 
nel, on  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Railway, 
and  remained  in  that  place  twenty  years. 
He  then  came  to  liinghamton,  and  located  his 
office  at  No.  494  Chenango  Street,  and  now 
resides  at   No.   g   De   Forest   Street. 

Dr.  Beardsley  married    Miss  Jane   Cornish, 
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of  Coventry,  Chenango  County,  daugliter  of 
Whiting  and  Tem|U'rance  (Wylie)  Covnish. 
They  were  eminently  respectable  ])eople, 
Methodists  in  their  religious  belief,  and  lived 
and  dietl  in  Coventry.  Dr.  Ik'ardsley,  prior 
to  the  extension  of  the  city  limits,  was 
Health  Officer  of  the  town  of  ]5inghamton, 
and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Boartl  of  luluca- 
tion,  which  office  he  has  held  since  he  came 
to  IJinghamton  in  the  year  1890.  In  his 
political  opinions  he  is  a  pronounced  Repub- 
lican. He  is  a  member  and  e.\-l'resideiit  of 
the  Hroomc  County  Metlical  Society,  and  at 
present  is  Vice-President  of  the  Academy  of 
Medicine.  To  himself  and  wife  have  been 
born  eight  children,  all  living  but  one. 
They  are:  Mrs.  Jennie  Monroe,  of  'J'unnel ; 
Mrs.  Mary  Warner,  of  North  Colcsville; 
Mrs.  liertha  Watrous,  of  Otego;  Mrs.  Clara 
Fisher,  of  Onconta;  Ray,  a  student  in  the 
Long  Island  Medical  College  Hospital ;  Guy 
W. ;  and  Frank,  a  telegraph-operator  and  in- 
structor in  penmanshij)  in  the  Lowell  busi- 
ness  College  of  this  city. 

In  closing  this  biographical  noti,ce  of  Mr. 
Guy  W.  Reardsley,  it  need  only  be  added  that 
he  is  a  ready  and  fluent  writer,  crisp  in  his 
style,  concise,  going  to  the  fieart  of  his  subject 
without  unnecessary  verbiage,  making  his  edit- 
orials by  these  very  qualities  intelligible  to  the 
dull  and  attractive  to  the  most  critical   reader. 


£)TOMER  J.  MITCHELL,  Treasurer  and 


^1       Chief   Clerk   of  the   Evening  Herald 
Com]iany,    is    a    .Schoharie    County 
man   born  and   bred,  and,  as  may  be  surmised 


by  those  familiar  with  that  famous  county,  is 
of  the  old  antl  well-known  Mitchell  stock. 
The  head  of  this  famous  family  in  this  coun- 
try was  Lmanuel  Mitchell,  who -was  born  in 
France  in  1752,  and  lived  with  his  father,  a 
merchant,  until  the  outbreak  of  the  war  be- 
tween the  American  Colonies  and  Great  Brit- 
ain. Unfortunate  enough  to  be  conscripted, 
as  was  the  custom  of  those  times,  he  was 
forced,  without  a  chance  to  bid  his  friends 
farewell,  to  come  to  this  coimtry  and  fight 
those  who  were  struggling  for  freedom  antl  in 
whose  cause  he  had  the  utmnst  symiJathy.  It 
was  not  long  before  he  had  an  opportunity  to 
change  his  service  In  the  (;therside;  and  he 
did  so  ])r(impll)',  and  afterward  fought  so 
elfectively  that  he  was  long  remembered  in 
Schoharie,  that  region  of  famous  patriots. 
He  settled  in  Albany  at  fiist  after  the  close  of 
the  war,  but  later  lived  at  Claverack,  where 
he  married.  He  and  his  family  removed  to 
Chailotteville,  in  the  count)'  above  named,  in 
1802;  and  here  the  family  have  since  lived. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Char- 
lotteville,  November  13,  1865,  aiul  is  the  son 
of  Harmon  Mitchell  and  Mary  I"':."  Wilco.v: 
Mitchell,  who  on  August  20,  1885,  removed 
with  their  family  to  Hooper,  six  miles  west  of 
Hinghamton.  After  a  reasonable  schooling, 
which  was  interspersed  with  farm  pursuits,  to 
which,  by  the  way,  Mr.  Mitchell  can  at  the 
[iresent  time  attribute  his  excellent  jihj'sicpie, 
he  took  a  course  at  the  Lowell  Commercial 
College  in  this  city,  and,  as  a  jiarticularly 
bright  student  and  elegant  penman,  was  rec- 
ommended   to    "Jones    of     IWnghamton "    by 
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the  faculty  in  January  of  i88y.  Here  in  this 
business  cstahli.slinicnt  of  national  reputation 
he  remained  as  a  valued  employee  until  No- 
vember of  1S90.  He  tlicn  went  to  New  York- 
City,  where  he  worked  for  several  montlis  on 
the  books  of  some  large  insurance  companies, 
to  perfect  himself  in  his  chosen  profession, 
coming  to  this  city  later.  In  April,  1891,  he 
accepted  a  position  in  the  office  of  Charles 
E.  Lee,  who  in  January  of  1892  was  kind 
enough  and  disinterested  enough  to  recom- 
mend him  for  a  vacancy  in  the  Herald  office 
as  the  "best  man  of  his  age  on  books  he  ever 
knew."  Mr.  Mitchell  proved  his  recommen- 
dations to  be  only  just;  and,  when  the  incor- 
poration of  the  Herald  occurreil,  he  was  asked 
to  purchase  stock  and  become  its  Treasurer, 
which  resi^onsible  position  he  holds  to-day. 
He  is  looked  on  by  his  associates  as  in  every 
way  trustworthy  and  able,  and  is  relied  on  by 
all  who  know  him  as  a  young  man  of  pecul- 
iarly stable  and  sterling  qualities.  Unlike 
many  men  of  ability,  he  is  not  assuming,  but 
rather  retiring;  and  it  is  only  when  thrown  in 
contact  with  him  that  the  average  business 
man  realizes  that  he  has  met  one  who  is  thor- 
oughly competent  and  well  qualified  for  the 
rcsjionsible   duties   of  his   position. 


ARRY  V.   BOGART,    whose   life   may 


\-^  I  be  regarded  as  a  happy  exemplifica- 
tion of  the  saying  that  ])ersistent 
and  well-directed  effort  conc|uers  success,  is 
the  son  of  Robert  V.  and  Clara  ( h'ollett) 
Bogart.  He  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y., 
March  15,   1S69,  and  with  his  parents  removed 


to  Binghamton  in  the  spring  of  1874.  Soon 
after  he  entered  the  JJinghamton  city  schools, 
and,  inspired  by  the  counsel  of  his  worthy 
parents,  made  as  rapid  progress  as  most  boys 
make.  He  was  always  an  active  but  quiet 
boy,  and  is  noted  to-day  for  the  few  words  he 
uses  to  convey  his  thoughts  or  express  his 
requests  or  commands.  From  1881  he  worked 
as  a  mail  and  carrier  boy  on  the  Morning 
Republican ;  and,  before  he  liad  finished  his 
course  in  the  graduating  class  of  1888  of  the 
Binghamton  High  School,  in  which  he  held  a 
good  rank,  his  ability  and  methods  had  so 
attracted  Mr.  H.  A.  Stanley,  then  the  Business 
Manager  of  the  Repnldiean,  that  he  had  been 
offered  a  position  as  city  circulator,  an  im- 
portant post  for  one  so  young.  He  later  ac- 
cepted this  position,  which  he  held  more  than 
a  year;  and  during  that  short  period  he 
sliowed  his  mettle  by  making  the  best  record 
ever  made  on  that  paper  in  a  similar  position. 
In  the  fall  of  1889  he  left  the  Republican 
to  go  with  Mr.  Stanley  on  the  Houild ;  and 
here  he  held  a  similar  position  for  four  years, 
during  which  time  he  had  so  systematized  the 
circulation  that  it  had  been  multiplied  by 
three.  At  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the 
Herald  Company  he  was  offered  several  thou- 
sand dollars  of  the  stock,  and,  knowing  it, 
became  a  part  owner  of  the  paper  he  had 
helped  to  build  up.  He  is  to-day  one  of  its 
directors,  has  general  charge  of  its  circula-  , 
tion,  and  is  probably  the  most  efficient  man 
in  his  line  to  be  found  in  I^inghamton  or  in 
a  long  distance  from  it.  He  attends  to  busi-* 
ness   from   the  time   he  .  is  out   of   bed  in   the 
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morning.  He  is  at  the  same  time  courteous 
and  pleasant,  and  tliosc  working,'  under  him 
are  inclined  to  think  him  a  model  man  for  his 
I)lace.  Thus  far  his  life  has  been  a  success 
without  a  reverse. 

The  portraits  of  these  five  intelligent  and 
progressive  young  men  a])pear  in  this  connec- 
tion, and  are  presented  as  types  of  American 
energy  and  enterprise  as  exemplified  by  the 
younger  generation  of  our  day  in  the  impor- 
tant field  of  journalism. 


fOSKlTI  McCOLI.UM,  proprietor  of  the 
monument  works  at  Whitney's  Point, 
was   born    in   ]5radford,    Vt.,    in    1837. 

Mr.  McCollum,  as  the  name  suggests,  is  of 
-Scottish  descent,  and  is  a  son  of  Daniel  Mc- 
Collum, who  was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
in  1S05,  and  was  brought  by  his  parents  to 
Moore  Town,  in  Northern  New  York,  in 
1S15.  His  father  was  a  fish-dealer,  owning 
several   fishing-smacks. 

This  part  of  New  York  was  then  known  as 
the  "  Land  of  Cakes  " ;  for  it  was  largely  set- 
tled by  the  Scotch,  who  doubtless  brought 
with  ihcm  a  healthy  appetite  for  their  na- 
tional dish,  wliich  possibly  had  much  to  tlo 
with  their  own  strong  constitutions  and  the 
victories  of  their  ancestors  in  the  days  of 
Robert  ]5ruce  and  Bannockbnrn.  However 
that  may  be,  this  family  established  them- 
selves in  the  Empire  .State,  and  could  not  do 
otherwise  than  prosper  with  their  native  econ- 
omy and  industry.  The  elder  McCollum  and 
his   wife,  RTary  McDougal,  hail    five   children. 


of  whom  they  reared  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. The  first  child,  Jolm,  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  movetl  to  Iowa,  where  he  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five,  the  father  of  sixteen 
children.  The  second  son,  Daniel,  was  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The 
third  child  was  Jessie,  widow  of  Israel  Pickle, 
who  reared  a  large  family.  The  fourth  was 
Mary,  wife  of  Isaac  Rillings,  who  went  to 
Iowa.  They  also  were  the  parents  of  many 
children. 

Daniel  McCollum  married  PTizabeth 
Wheeler,  who  was  born  in  Paisley  Scotland. 
When  Josejih  was  nine  years  old,  his  father 
and  mother,  with  the  rest  of  the  family, 
moved  to  Iowa,  leaving  him  with  Mr.  antl 
Mrs.  Dimmick,  who  were  his  god-parents  and 
very  fond  of  him.  Piil  within  two  years  both 
died,  leaving  him  (piite  alone  in  the  world; 
and  he  lias  paddled  his  own  canoe  ex'er  since. 
It  has  not  been  an  altogether  sunny  voyage; 
but,  through  fair  weather  and  foul,  he  kept  up 
his  courage,  ever  hoping  for  the  best  and 
working  steadily  to  attain  it.  At  Pradfortl, 
Vt.,  he  learned  the  trade  of  marble-cutter 
with  Hayward,  Jenkins  &  Benjamin.  By  the 
time  he  was  sixteen  he  had  thoroughly  mas- 
tered it;  but  he  served  five  more  years,  enlist- 
ing at  the  age  of  twenty-one  with  the  I'irst 
Vermont  Regiment,  of  which  he  had  been 
a  member  in  the  State  militia.  He  went 
with  his  regiment  to  the  rescue  of  P'ortress 
Monroe,  was  gone  four  months,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Bratllehoro,  Vt.,  and  was  mustered 
out.  He  was  drafted  in  the  fall  of  1861,  and 
paid  thri-e  hundred  dollars  for  a  substitute. 
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September  30,  i860,  he  was  married  to 
Helen  L.  Colby,  of  Ikadford,  Vt.,  daughter 
of  Jacob  C.  Colby.  Her  father,  who  was  l)orn 
in  Vermont,  died  there  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two.  ]\Tr.s.  McCollum  has  three  sisters  and 
one  half-sister  living.  Mr.  McCollum  moved 
with  his  family  to  I'iermont,  N.ll.,  where  he 
engaged  in  business  three  years.  His  next 
place  of  trade  was  Ik-llows  Falls,  Vt.,  where 
he  lived  four  years,  doing  a  paying  business. 
He  then  moved  to  Chester,  Vt.,  where  he  ran 
a  shop  five  years,  and  went  from  there  to 
Binghaniton  in  1872.  There  he  worked  for 
I^arncs  &  Congdon,  and  in  the  spring  of  1878 
came  to  Whitney's  Point,  and  two  years  later 
purchased  the  marble  business,  of  which  he  is 
still  proprietor. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCollum  have  three  chil- 
dren. The  first,  George  C,  who  is  engaged 
in  business  with  his  father,  was  married  to 
Miss  Myrtie  lilack,  and  has  one  daughter, 
lulith.  The  second  child,  Cora  M.,  is  now 
a  young  lady  at  home  with  her  parents.  The 
youngest  child  is  Clarence  D.,  a  youth  of 
nineteen,  who  works  in  his  father's  shop. 
Mr.  McCollum  is  a  Master  Mason  and  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
I'ellows  and  Grand  ATmy  of  the  Republic, 
I'Hdridgc  Post,  No.  99,  Whitney's  Point. 
He,  with  his  wife,  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  in  which  they  are  zealous 
workers,  and  he  is  Trustee,  Steward,  and 
class  leader.  Mr.  McCollum  is  also  a  Pro- 
hibitionist, from  the  Rci^ublican  ranks.  His 
life  has  not  been  like  a  cloudless  summer's 
day;  but  he  has  met  with  some  disasters,  and 


proved  the  strength  and  endurance  of  the  jiure 
Scotch  character.  He  is  one  of  the  most  en- 
terprising and  successful  business  men  of 
Whitney's  Point,  where  he  has  established 
a  good  trade,  and  enjoys  the  confitlence  and 
friendship  of  the  people. 


ROFESSOR  JOHN  E.  BLOOMER 
is  the  Principal  of  Lowell  lousiness 
College,  ]5inghamton,  which  posi- 
tion he  has  occupied  since  1888.  He  has 
been  an  efficient  teacher  here  since  1881,  and 
his  wise  management  has  had  the  effect  of 
placing  this  college  among  the  best  institu- 
tions of  the  kind  in  the  country.  His  quali- 
fications are  not  confined  to  a  knowledge  of 
what  is  to  be  taught,  but  he  has  the  hajjpy 
faculty  of  imparting  instruction.  Having  a 
well-trained  mind,  systematic  in  his  methods, 
apt  to  teach,  and  by  natural  force  of  character 
qualified  to  lead  and  tlirect,  he  seems  admi- 
rably fitted  for  his  chosen  work. 

He  was  born  at  Lapeer,  Cortland  County, 
N.Y.,  December  17,  i  S60,  a  son  of  R.  A. 
and  Henrietta  (Brown)  Bloomer,  the  family 
being  early  residents  of  that  county.  His 
great-granilfather  was  the  first  man  to  settle 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Lapeer,  where  he  had 
an  experience  known  only  to  the  pioneers  of 
that  day.  The  father  of  the  Professor  was 
a  manufacturer.  John  li.  ]51oomer  attended 
school  at  Whitney's  Point  Academy,  and  there 
obtained  a  fair  education,  taking  a  post-grad- 
uate course  fitting  him  for  the  second  year, 
at   Cornell   University.      He  next  engagcti   in 
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teaching  in  Binghamton,  and  continued  thus 
em].)l()ycd  for  two  years.  He  was  meanwhile 
a  close  student,  and  attended  Lowell  Business 
College  during  his  vacations,  graduating  from 
it  in  1S80.  He  was  so  proficient  in  his  stud- 
ies and  had  shown  himself  so  successful  as 
a  teacher  tliat  he  secured  a  position  in  the 
college  as  Instructor  in  the  lousiness  Branch 
and  in  Penmanship,  and  retained  that  place 
for  seven  years.  He  then  bought  the  institu- 
tion, and  has  since  been  the  proprietor  and 
Princi[)al. 

The  college  was  established  in  1859,  and 
under  Mr.  Bloomer's  management  of  later 
years  has  maile  a  good  record.  It  occupies 
nearly  all  of  the  upper  floor  of  the  McNamara 
Block,  the  equipment  is  first  class,  and  the 
facilities  for  obtaining  a  business  education, 
including  a  knowledge  of  shorthand  and  teleg- 
raphy, there  offered  are  considered  unsur- 
passed in  the  city.  Professor  J51oomer  was 
married  to  Anna  B.  Gardner,  of  Binghamton; 
and  they  have  two  chiklr.cn,  Hazel  and  Jean- 
ette.  Tiie  family  attend  the  Church  of  the 
Good  Shejiherd,  ICpiscopal. 


(SjplCS.SK  \V.  JANSEN,  M.I).,  physician 
and  druggist,  of  Bingliamton,  N.Y., 
was  born  near  Ithaca,  N.Y.,  Septem- 
ber 19,  1 86 1,  son  of  Abram  and  Llannah 
(Pearl)  Jansen.  Abram  Janscn  was  born  in 
Ulster  County,  New  York,  wiiere  his  father, 
Sampson  Jansen,  settled  when  he  came  to  this 
country  from  Holland.  When  a  young  boy, 
Abram    went    to    live    near    Ithaca,    and    later 


moved  to  Owego,  Tioga  County,  where  he 
now   makes   his   home. 

After  pursuing  a  course  of  stuily  at  the 
Owego  Academy,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1S81,  Jesse  W.  Jansen  taught  school 
for  three  years.  In  18S3  he  received  the 
appointment  of  druggist  at  tiie  State  Hospital 
in  Bingliamton,  and  while  there  read  medicine 
with  the  Superintendent,  Dr.  Armstrong. 

From  that  institution  he  [jroceeded  to  the 
medical  deiiartment  of  the  University  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  whence  he  was  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1886.  Thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  i^rinciples  of  the  art  of  healing  dis- 
ease, he  next  spent  some  time  in  15ellevuc 
Hospital,  New  York  City,  adding  to  his 
knowledge  the  lessons  there  to  be  gained  by 
observation  and  the  learning  which  can  come 
only  from  experience,  thus  acquiring  skill  in 
diagnosis  and  in  the  application  of  remedies 
to  the  many  indispositions  and  illnesses  to 
which  the  flesh  is  heir.  On  leaving  the 
Bcllevue,  he  established  liimself  in  Owego, 
N.Y.,  where  he  practised  his  profession  for 
three  years.  While  in  that  place,  he  was 
member  of  the  Tioga  County  Medical  Society. 
From  Owego  he  moved  to  Binghamton,  N.Y., 
where  he  bought  a  drug  store,  and  opened  an 
office  for  practice  in  connection  therewith. 
He  has  been  very  successful  in  both  iiracticc 
and  trade.  The  four-story,  frame  building  at 
Nos.  141  and  143  Conklin  Avenue  where  his 
store  is  located  was  built  by  him. 

Dr.  Jansen  is  a  member  of  the  Academy 
of  Medicine  of  Binghamton,  and  also  of 
the   State   Pharmaceutical  Association  of   New 
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York.  Being  not  only  an  intelligent,  well- 
educatcd  professional  man,  but  also  a  prac- 
tical man  of  affairs,  he  is  interested  quite 
extensively  in  the  real  estate  business,  and 
takes  some  part  in  politics,  in  which  he  is  a 
Republican,  lie  was  elected  Supervisor  for 
the  Sixth  Ward  in  1892,  and  was  Chairman  of 
the  Committees  on  Coroners  and  Doctors,  also 
member  of  Committees  on  Towns  and  Vil- 
lages and  Justices  and  Constables.  In  the 
Masonic  Order  he  is  a  member  of  Otseningo 
Lodge,  No.  435,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Realizing 
betimes  that  it  is  not  good  for  man  to  be 
alone,  on  August  6,  1SS6,  Dr.  Jesse  W.  Jansen 
niarrictl  Miss  Minnie  Ohlman,  of  New  York 
City. 

'iLLIAM  LATHAM,  a  farmer  of 
North  Sanford,  Broome  County, 
N.Y.,  a  veteran  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Sanford, 
January  14,  1867.  Mis  parents,  John  and 
Maria  (Saulsbury)  Latham,  were  born  in 
Schoharie  County.  The  father,  who  has  been 
a  general  farmer  and  dairyman,  bought  several 
farms  when  he  removed  to  Broome  County,  on 
one  of  which  he  resided  until  the  year  1S87, 
when  he  moved  to  Deposit,  where  he  now 
conducts  a  large  farm  on  the  place  well  known 
as  the  Moore  farm.  Their  family  consists  of 
three  children,  namely:  William;  Candace, 
wife  of  I'"rank  iiroad,  residing  in  Noith  .San- 
ford; and  Arthur,  living  with  his  piirents. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Latham  are  well  known 
and  highly  respected  people  of  North  Sanford, 
and   are  especially   prominent   in   the   Baptist 


church,  of  which  they  are  worthy  members. 
He   is   Republican    in   his   politics. 

William  Latham  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Sanford  and  in  the 
Deposit  Academy,  growing  to  manhood  in  his 
native  town.  He  early  turned  his  attention 
to  farming,  and  now  owns  the  old  homestead 
of  one  luindred  and  thirty  acres,  where  he 
runs  a  dairy  farm  of  from  sixteen  to  twenty 
head  of  cattle.  He  was  married  on  February 
23,  1884,  to  Miss  Laura  Wheeler,  of  the  town 
of  Sanford.  They  have  one  child,  lidna  R., 
born  January  1,   iSgo. 

The  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Latham  were 
Benjamin  F.  and  Laura  (Graves)  Wheeler, 
and  her  ]5arents  were  Benjamin  F.  and  I'21iza- 
beth  (Shields)  Wheeler.  Her  father  reside(J 
in  Ohio  until  his  eleventh  year,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Roxbury,  Delaware  County,  N.Y., 
where  he  remained  for  some  years,  and  from 
there  went  to  Greene  County.  While  in  this 
place  he  enlisted  in  the  late  Civil  War,  and 
served  in  Company  M,  l'"ifteenth  Heavy  Ar- 
tillery, participating  in  nineteen  battles, 
among  them  Wilderness,  Cold  Harbor,  and 
Spottsylvania  Court-house,  going  through  the 
very  hardest  of  the  service.  He  enlisted  in 
January  of  1864,  and  was  honorably  dis- 
charged in  August  of  1865.  He  then  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Greene  County,  but 
after  a  short  residence  there  moved  to 
Broome  County,  and  bought  one  lumdred  and 
thirteen  acies  of  land,  upon  which  he  erected 
comfortable  and  commodious  buildings,  and 
where  he  carries  on  general  farming  in  coo- 
nection  with  a  dairy. 
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Mr.  Whcclcr  was  nianicd  January  4,  1864, 
to  Miss  IClizabcth  Shields,  who  was  born  in 
Columbia  County,  New  York,  I'^cbruary  8, 
1842.  Ilcr  parents,  William  and  Martha 
(Bailey)  Shields,  were  born  in  luigland. 
William  Shields  was  an  overseer  in  a  eotton 
manufactory  for  many  years.  Lie  came  to 
America  in  1S41,  landing  just  as  General 
William  Henry  Harrison  was  elected  I'resi- 
dent  of  the  United  States.  He  was  settled  in 
Columbia  County  for  many  years,  and  now 
resides  in  Catskill,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years.  His  wife  died  when  she  was  seventy- 
five  years  old.  Tlieir  i\vc  children  are  all  liv- 
ing, namely:  Alfred,  in  Catskill;  IClizabcth, 
Mrs.  B.  V.  Wheeler;  Mary,  Mrs.  James  Tu- 
hill,  of  Catskill;  Eliza,  wife  of  Madison 
Stinliorn,  of  Ithaca;  anil  Martha,  residing  in 
Columbia. 

Benjamin  V.  Wheeler  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness of  the  farm  until  his  death.  It  was  of 
gootl,  tillable  land,  and  an  excellent  stock 
farm.  He  died  at  this  place  May  23,  1893, 
leaving  a  wife  antl  three  children.  Mrs. 
Wheeler  still  resides  on  the  farm;  and  her 
two  youngest  children,  lilmer  and  Martha, 
live  with  her.  Laura,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife 
of  William  A.  Latham,  antl  resides  in  the 
town  of  Sanfonl.  Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Wheeler 
were  members  of  the  Methotlist  church,  of 
which  she  is  still  a  devout  and  consistent 
adherent.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Rejjubli- 
can  party,  and  also  of  Eggleston  Post  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Latham  attend  the  Methodist 
church,  Mrs.  Latham   being  a  professed  mem- 


ber. He  is  a  Rei)ublican,  and,  while  not  a 
politician  in  the  sense  of  making  a  business 
of  party  affairs,  does  good  work  for  the  party, 
when  required.  Mr.  Latham  is  comparatively 
a  young  man,  and  his  life  so  far  gives  [iromise 
of  his  becoming  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  influential  citizens  of  his  town. 


IRAM  C.  MARTIN,  a  native  of 
Dutchess  County,  New  York,  who 
fought  bravely  under  the  stars  and 
stripes  in  his  country's  season  of  peril,  was 
born  on  October  15,  1822.  His  grandfather, 
George  Martin,  was  a  farmer  in  that  county 
during  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  and  re- 
sided there  until  his  death.  Dakins  Martin, 
son  of  George,  was  reared  in  the  town  of 
Milan,  Dutchess  County,  and  at  an  early  age 
left  his  home  to  work  his  way  in  the  world. 
He  had  previously  received  what  education 
was  obtainable  in  the  district  schools;  but  his 
restless  ambition  tcj  seek  his  fortune  made 
him  leave  the  homestead,  and  for  a  time  he 
earned  what  money  he  could  on  neighboring 
farms.  In  a  little  while  he  had  prospered  so 
well  as  to  be  able  to  establish  his  own  home 
and  marry  the  object  (jf  his  affections,  a  Miss 
Cortol.  Their  union  was  blessed  with  eight 
children  —  Alexander,  John,  William,  Hiram, 
Garrett,  Oliver,  Uriah,  and  Henry.  Later  in 
life  Dakins  and  wife  with  one  of  their  sons 
removed  to  Wisconsin,  and  there  remained  for 
the  rest  of  their  lives. 

The  subject   of   this   sketch  was  only  eleven 
years   of   age  when    cnmpelled   to   take  up  the 
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burden  of  earning  his  l^read  by  tlie  sweat  of 
his  brow.  At  tliis  tender  age,  when  tlie  ma- 
jority of  boys  are  enjoying  the  Ijencfits  of 
education  and  the  sports  and  games  of  child- 
hood, he  was  rising  witli  tlie  dawn,  and  doing 
tlie  work  on  a  farm  with  other  laborers.  By 
untiring  industry  aird  thrift  he  accumulated 
sufficient  of  the  world's  goods  to  feel  himself 
independent  and  be  able  to  marry.  He  con- 
tinued the  occupation  of  farming  until  1862, 
when,  at  the  call  of  his  country  for  troops  to 
put  down  the  rebellion,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Sixteenth  New  York  Battery.  For  three 
months  he  rode  a  lead  team  in  a  flying  bat- 
tery, and  was  then  made  horse  farrier.  He 
continued  in  this  position  for  seventeen 
months,  but,  having  been  badly  injured  by  a 
kick  from  a  horse,  was  laid  up  in  a  hospital 
for  five  months,  at  the  end  of  that  time  re- 
ceiving an  honorable  discharge.  In  the  peril- 
ous situations  in  which  he  was  placed  during 
these  trying  months  he  won  for  himself  an 
enduring  record  as  a  man  whose  bravery  could 
not  be  questioned,  and  who  was  willing  to 
risk  any  hazard  to  defend  the  honor  of  his 
flag. 

Upon  returning  from  the  battlefield,  he 
went  to  Union,  N.Y.,  and  purchased  his  pres- 
ent homestead,  where  he  has  since  lived, 
happy  in  having  tlone  his  duty  as  a  patriotic 
critizen  and  in  seeing  his  country  once  more 
imited  ami  at  peace.  He  married  Miss  Sarah 
A.  Martin,  and  two  children  were  born  to 
them;  namely,  Mary  Ophelia  and  Andrew  B. 
Mary  O.  married  Oliver  Gibbs,  of  Union, 
N.Y.;    and     their    children    are     Hattie     and 


Frank.  Hattie  married  .Simeon  Spencing- 
burg;  and  to  tliem  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren, Johnnie  and  Sarah.  Andrew  B.  married 
Miss  Mary  Shaffer,  daughter  of  Charles  Shaf- 
fer, of  Maine,  N.Y.  They  had  one  child, 
Cora.  Andrew  married  for  his  second  wife 
Miss  Jennie  Newton,  and  their  one  child  is 
named  Frank. 

Mr.  Martin  is  a  member  of  the  First  Chris- 
tian Church  of  Binghamton,  N.Y.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  strong  advocate  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and,  although  exercising  his  right  of 
suffrage,  and  taking  a  deep  interest  in  the 
success  of  its  candidates,  still  is  not  an  aspir- 
ant for  any  office  within  its  gift. 


HARLES  R.  FRANKLIN,  a  retired 
farmer,  now  living  in  Lisle,  is  a 
representative  of  that  worthy  class 
who.  have  by  patient  industry  honestly  secured 
a  competence.  He  began  life  without  other 
capital  than  his  head  and  his  hands,  and  by 
making  good  use  of  the  same  has  succeeded  in 
providing  a  home  and  a  sufficiency  for  the 
needs  of  this  life.  He  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Ledyard,  Cayuga  County,  N.Y.,  April  14,  . 
1S32,  and  was  a  son  of  John  Franklin,  who 
was  born  in  1805.  His  grandfather,  Roswell 
Franklin,  was  of  Connecticut  stock,  and  was 
born  aboyt  the  year  1775.  His  great-grand- 
father was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Cayuga 
County,  and  was  the  first  white  man  to  build 
a  house  there,  the  foundation  of  which  still 
remains,  although  the  superstructure  has  long, 
since    been    removed.      The    family    of    the 
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great-grandparents  were  in  the  Wyoming 
massacre,  where  some  of  tliem  were  killed,  and 
others  taken  jirisoners  and  held  as  captives. 

Joiin  I'rankliti  was  one  of  a  large  family. 
lie  and  his  wife,  Cornelia,  of  Cortland 
County,  began  life  for  themselves  on  a  fifty- 
acre  farm  in  Cayuga  County.  They  came  to 
]?rooine  County  in  1835,  and  bought  a  farm  of 
about  two  luuidred  acres  in  the  west  part  of 
Lisle.  They  lived  there  about  si.\  years, 
when  they  sold  out,  and  moved  to  the  village 
of  Centre  Lisle  for  a  few  years,  and  later  pur- 
chased another  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres,  two  miles  south  of  Centre  I^isle.  On 
this  farm  they  spent  the  most  of  their  lives, 
but  sold  it,  and  moved  to  Canandaigua,  on  the 
borders  of  which  fine  town  they  bought  a  fine 
place  about  1S70.  There  John  Franklin  died 
in  1872,  when  si.xty-eight  years  old,  leaving 
a  family  of  six  chiUlren,  all  of  whom  are  now 
living,  as  follows:  Charles  R.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Harriet,  wife  of  M.  S.  Clark,  of 
Lisle;  Mary  A.,  with  whom  the  mother  is 
still  living,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years;  Frances  M.,  wife  of  F.  l?urg- 
hardt,  residing  near  Centre  Lisle;  Sarah  I., 
of  Lisle;  and  George  J.,  who  lives  in  Syra- 
cuse, is  married,  and  has  three  daughters. 

The  boyhood  days  of  Charles  R.  Franklin 
were  spent  at  home  on  the  old  farm.  lie 
received  his  elementary  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  subsequently  took  a  supple- 
mentary course  of  study  in  the  Homer  Acad- 
emy, which  was  a  prominent  educational  insti- 
tution of  that  day.  lie  was  married  January 
31,   1S56,  to  Hannah  S.  Rliss,  of   Lisle.      She 


died  in  February,  1S71,  at  thirty-seven  years 
of  age,  leaving  six  children,  namely:  Howard 
L.,  now  at  Napa  City,  Cal.,  and  married; 
Carrie  15.,  wife  of  C.  P.  Moser,  living  at 
Syracuse;  Lottie  15.,  a  young  lady  at  home, 
a  teacher;  Herbert  11.,  living  in  Syracuse; 
Mamie,  a  young  lady  at  home,  a  teacher  and 
a  graduate  cif  business  college;  antl  I'red  G., 
a  foreman  in  a  |)rinting  establishment. 

Mr.  Franklin  moved  to  his  present  nice 
home  in  Lisle  from  his  large  farm  five  miles 
west  in  March,  1S93.  Me  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  this  farm  in  1S55, 
and  in  1870  he  bought  a  farm  adjoining.  In 
the  time  of  the  Ci\'il  War,  instead  of  joining 
the  army,  he  willingly  paid  three  hundred 
dollars  for  a  substitute,  although  at  that  time 
in  debt.  He  has  retiretl  from  hard  work  on 
his  lands,  but  is  scarcely  content  to  do  noth- 
ing; and,  in  addition  to  a  general  supervision 
of  his  i^lace,  he  speculates  occasionally  in 
stock  or  other  things  in  his  line  of  business. 
He  is  a  man  of  sound  judgment,  and  has  made 
a  success  of  agriculture,  as  his  present  prop- 
erty is  the  result  of  his  own  endeavor. 


RS.    HULDAH    E.    LATHROP,    a 

well-known  and  highly  respected 
resident  of  Killawog,  Broome 
Coimty,  is  the  widow  of  the  late  Kzra  Lathrop, 
and  daughter  of  Alfredand  Harriet  (Squires) 
Jennings.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, and  her  mother  of  Cortland  County, 
New  York.  The  grandjiarents  of  Mrs.  La- 
throp, on  h'llh  siiles,  were  wel!-to-di>.  res]iect- 
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able  people.  Her  grandfather  Jennings,  a 
native  of  Conncctieut,  removed  to  tlie  State 
of  New  York  in  1799,  bringing  his  family 
with  him,  settling  in  Cortland  County,  where 
he  bought  a  farm  near  Marathon,  and  was  one 
of  the  early  pioneers  of  that  district.  Having 
considerable  means,  they  were  better  ])repared 
to  endure  the  discomforts  consequent  ujjon 
making  a  new  home  in  a  comjjarativcly  wild 
country  than  most  of  those  whose  necessities 
had  com]ielled  them  to  seek  a  better  fortune 
than  they  had.  They  made  good  use  of  their 
influence  and  their  wealth,  and  generously 
befriended  their  neighbors  less  fortunate  than 
themselves. 

Alfred  was  one  of  the  five  children  who 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jennings.  He 
was  reared  on  the  farm  until  he  reached  his 
majority,  when  he  bought  a  home  for  himself 
two  miles  from  Killawog,  where  he  and  his 
wife  spent  their  lives.  He  married  Miss 
Harriet  Squires,  whose  grandfather,  Samuel 
Stent  Squires,  was  a  famous  Revolutionary 
soldier,  having  served  for  seven  years  in  that 
great  struggle.  Even  earlier  than  that  he 
was  in  the  l*"rench  and  Indian  wars,  being  at 
Braddock's  defeat,  and  also  at  the  battle  of 
I'^ort  Datpiesne.  He  was  a  brave  man,  and 
earned  the  highest  commendation  from  his 
superior  ofificers  and  fellow  -  soldiers.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Margaret  Cook. 
Their  son,  John  Squires,  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut, and  resided  there  until  the  year 
1800,  when  he  emigrated  to  the  State  of  New 
York  with  his  family,  making  the  j(jurney 
with   a  pair  of  o.ven  and   wagon,  bringing  all 


his  worldly  possessions  with  him.  He  spent 
a  summer  in  liroome  County,  going  from  there 
to  Marathon,  Cortland  County,  where  he 
bought  a  tract  of  timbered  land,  and  erected 
a  log  cabin  in  the  wilderness.  There  were  no 
saw-mills  in  this  vicinity;  and,  consequently, 
the  boards  for  tlie  floors  were  hewed  out  by 
his  own  hands,  and  for  a  time  their  only 
front  door  was  a  blanket  which  they  hung  up 
to  prevent  the  prowling  animals  of  the  forest 
from  intruding  on  their  shelter.  He  cleared 
his  farm,  and  estalilislied  a  comfortable  home 
for  himself  and  family,  and  lived  to  see  the 
forest  land  develop  into  a  thickly  i)opulated 
and  well-cultivated   region. 

John  Squires  married  Huldah  Hadsell,  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  daughter  of  James 
Hadsell,  who  was  also  a  soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  During  his  absence  in  the 
army  his  wife,  who  was  a  well-educated 
woman,  supported  her  family  by  teaching. 
Their  daughter,  Harriet  Squires,  was  the  sec- 
ond wife  of  Alfred  Jennings,  whose  first  wife, 
Elizabeth  Eawson,  died  while  quite  young, 
leaving  three  children,  of  whom  one  son, 
Orlando  Jennings,  is  living  at  Hunt's  Corners. 
The  second  Mrs.  Jennings  was  the  mother  of 
five  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
Henry,  a  farmer  in  Tioga  County;  Mrs.  La-" 
throp,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Dan,  a  farmer 
at  Lisla;  George,  a  resident  of  Connecticut; 
and  Sarah,  wife  of  Edwin  Burgess,  a  farmer 
in  Marathon.  Alfred  Jennings,  the  father, 
died  on  the  day  he  reached  his  eighty-first 
year,  and  the  mother  two  years  later,  about, 
1S69,  aged  si.xty  years. 


BIOGRAPHICAL   REVIEW 


633 


Iluldah  v..  Jennings  received  a  lliorouyh 
high-school  eilucation,  anti  is  a  remarkably 
intelligent  and  cultivated  lady.  January  16, 
1850,  she  was  married,  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  to  Jirah  1'.  Spencer,  a  teachei'  in  the 
district  school,  she  having  been  one  of  his 
lHi[)ils.  lie  was  from  Cortland  County,  antl, 
although  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
adopted  the  profession  of  teaching.  After 
their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spencer  lived  on 
a  farm  in  Nanticoke,  where  at  one  time  they 
ownetl  about  one  thousand  acres  of  land, 
which  he  gradually  disposed  of  at  gooi.1  prices. 
He  was  quite  a  prominent  man  in  the  commu- 
nity, ami  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
some  years.  He  had  the  confidence  of  his 
fellow-citizens;  and  in  many  cases  he  settled 
disputes  by  sound  atlvice  without  resorting 
to  legal  process,  his  judgment  being  almost 
always  accepted.  Honest  in  all  his  transac- 
tions, his  opinion  on  any  subject  carried  with 
it  a  power.  Politically,  a  Republican,  he 
was  an  honor  to  his  party  and  a  tower  ol 
strength  at  the  polls.  lie  was  an  active,  ear- 
nest member  and  official  of  the  Metliotlist 
chiu'ch;  and  his  memory  is  revered  by  those 
wlio  found  in  him  an  inlluence  anti  exam|)le  in 
religious  matters  which  wei*j  ol  int'st imable 
\'alue  to  all  with  whom  lie  associated.  He 
died  in  November,  1S76,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
seven  years,  leaving  to  his  widow  and  three 
children —- Louvet,  Maiden,  and  Julia  —  not 
only  an  ample  share  of  this  world's  goods,  but 
a  legacy  of  far  greater  worth  in  his  good  name 
and  honorable  life.  Louvet  D.  .Spencer,  a 
farmer,   owning  several    hundred   acres  of  the 


old  farm,  is  married,  and  has  a  family  oi  five 
children.  Maiden  R.,  a  merchant  at  Killa- 
w(jg,  has  a  wife  and  three  children.  Julia 
A.,  Mrs.  Andrew  Jennings,  is  the  nuither  of 
two  sons. 

Mrs.  Hiddah  K.  Spencer  marrieil  tor  her 
second  iuisl)and  Mr.  Hzra  Lathrop,  whose 
sketch  and  p(jrtrait  ajjpear  elsewhere  in  tliis 
book.  Mrs.  Lathrop  has  two  fine  farms, 
aggregating  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
acres,  besides  tlie  handsome  seven-acre  farm 
upon  which  is  situated  the  fine  dwelling  pur- 
chased by  Mr.  Lathrop  in  1885,  in  which  she 
now  resitles.  She  is  an  energetic  and  capable 
manager  of  her  large  estate,  and  is  much  re- 
spected and  beloved  in  the  community.  K\- 
cellent,  life-like  jiortraits  of  Mrs.  Iluldah  E. 
Lathrop  ami  her  first  husband,  Mr.  Jirali  P. 
Spencer,  accomjiany  the  present  sketch,  adtl- 
ing  gi'eatly  to  its  interest  and  value. 


§OHN  MOSh'.S,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  horn  in  Lngland,  March 
I,  1834. 
H  is  grandfather,  John,  and  father,  Thomas, 
were  natives  of  V'orkshire,  luiglaiid;  and  the 
grandfather  died  when  tlie  father  was  a  small 
boy.  The  latter  emigrated  to  America  in 
1849,  settling  in  Silver  Lake  Township,  Sus- 
quehanna County,  Pa.,  where  he  purcluised  a 
farm,  and  resitled  until  his  death  in  1S85. 
His  wife  was  Miss  Jane  Coleman,  of  luiglish 
birth;  and  they  reared  eight  children,  as  fol- 
lows: subject,  Martha,  'i'homas,  William, 
Andrew,    Lucy,    Cliarlcs,    and    Etta.      Martlia 
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married  a  Mr.  J.  I'.  Birch,  and  resides  in  San 
Diego,  Cal.  Thomas  is  a  merchant  in  Min- 
nesota. Lucy  married  Mr.  Silas  Krom,  of 
Bingliamton,  N.Y. ;  and  Etta  married  Mr. 
Martin  Lee,  of  Pennsylvania.  The  motlier 
resifles  on  the  homestead  at  Silver  Lake,  and 
is  an  active  and  energetic  woman  for  her 
eighty-two  years.  Charles  also  resides  on  the 
old  homestead.  Our  subject,  John,  received 
a  good  education  in  the  necessary  I'"nglish 
branches,  attending  the  ilistrict  school  in  the 
winter,  but  from  early  years  working  out 
on  the  farms  in  the  summer.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  he  went  to  Ilawleyton,  Broome 
County,  N.Y.,  and  entered  into  the  employ- 
ment of  Mr.  James  S.  Ilawley,  in  lumbering 
and  superintending  the  turnpike.  He  re- 
mained there  until  1S63,  when  the  clouds  of 
war  were  assuming  their  most  threatening 
aspect  for  the  cause  of  the  Union.  In  that 
year  Mr.  Moses,  inspired  with  a  patriotic  love 
for  the  country  of  his  adoption,  enlisted  for 
his  country's  defence  in  the  Sixth  New  York 
Heavy  Artillery,  where  lie  served  until  he 
was  honorably  discharged  with  the  rank  of 
Sergeant,    August   24,    1S65. 

Me  participated  in  the  battles  of  the  Wil- 
derness, Spottsylvania,"  North  Anna,  i'eters- 
burg,  Cedar  Creek,  and,  in  fact,  through  all 
the  engagements  until  the  final  surrender  of 
Lee  at  Appomattox.  One  of  the  most  ter- 
rible incidents  in  the  war  was  the  explosion 
of  the  mines  in  Petersburg,  and  Mr.  Moses 
was   present  at   the  occurrence. 

He  returned  to  his  home  with  a  brilliant 
record  for  his  bravery,  but,  with  the  unassum- 


ing modesty  of  a  true  soldier,  made  no  vain- 
glorious boasts,  but  once  more  settled  down 
to  his  work  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Hawley.  He 
remained  here  until  1869,  when  he  bought  his 
present  huniesteail,  where  he  has  succeeded 
abundantly.  Mr.  Moses  has  been  careful  and 
intelligent  in  selecting  the  best  locations  for 
his  residence,  barns,  and  farm  buildings,  and 
has  in  every  way  improved  and  beautified  his 
place. 

In  the  month  of  November,  1S56,  Mr. 
Moses  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  A.  IMomers, 
of  Franklin,  Pa.  Of  this  most  happy  union 
there  have  been  five  children  born,  namely: 
Mary,  Mrs.  Aaron  R.  Lee;  Lily,  Mrs.  Her- 
bert M.  Gage;  Albert  G.,  married  Miss  Lily 
Barney,  of  Silver  Lake,  Pa.  ;  Cora,  a  nurse  in 
the  State  Hospital  of  Binghamton,  N.Y.;  and 
Lizzie,  a  graduate  of  the  l^inghamton  High 
School,  wlio  has  for  the  past  four  years  been 
teaching. 

Mr.  Moses  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
has  held,  and  still  holds,  many  important 
local  ofiices  in  his  town.  In  1S68,  while 
Constable,  he  arrested  the  celebrated  high- 
way robber,  Giuseppe  de  la  Mira,  which  gave 
Mr.  Muses  a  great  reputation  as  an  expert 
detective. 

After  his  term  of  Constable  was  ended  our  ■ 
subject  was  elected  Supervisor  for  one  year. 
In  1879  he  was  appointed  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  still  holds  the  office.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Hawleyton  Cemetery 
Association,  and  has  been  President  for  fif- 
teen years.  He  is  also  President  of  the 
Broome   County  Patrons'  Fire  Relief  Associa- 
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tion.  He  is  Steward  of  the  New  York  State 
Grange,  a  member  of  tlie  local  Cirange  soci- 
ety, and  also  Coninumder  of  Millhaui  I'ost, 
No.  610,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  of 
Ilawleyton,    N.Y. 

Mr.  Moses's  family  are  prominently  con- 
nected with  the  Methodist  church,  his  wife 
and  daughters  faithfully  serving  as  teachers 
in  the  Sunday-school. 

The  many  positions  of  honor  and  trust  with 
which  Mr.  Moses  has  been  honored  indicates 
the  esteem  and  confidence  held  for  him  by  his 
townspeO|)le.  Hy  care,  observation,  and  judi- 
cious reatling,  our  sid:iject  has  supplemented 
his  gcjod  start  in  education,  and  is  now  as 
intelligent  and  well  read  a  man  as  there  is  in 
the  community.  In  every  condition  of  life 
Mr.  Moses  holds  a  high  place,  and  the  result 
of  his  untiring  intlustry  and  energy  is  shown 
in  his  present  prominence  in  social  and  relig- 
ious circles. 

Thomas  and  William  Moses  also  enlisted  in 
defence  of  the  Union  in  the  Sixteenth  Inde- 
pendent Hattery,  or  Dickinson  I-ight  Artil- 
lery, Thomas  in  iSGi  and  William  in  1862; 
Thomas  was  discharged  as  First  Lieutenant, 
and  William  as  Sergeant,  Thomas  serving 
three  and  one-half  years,  XVilliam  three  years. 


fOSEPII  SCIINKLL,  a  leading  druggist 
of  the  city  of  Binghamton,  well  known 
and  highly  po])ular  in  business  and 
in  social  circles,  was  born  in  Clearfield,  I'a.,, 
March  30,  1840.  11  is  father,  Joseph  .Schnell, 
Sr.,  was  born  in  Strasbourg,  France,  in  18 12, 


and  was  the  son  (jf  Michael  and  Jeannctte 
Schnell,  both  n.Uives  ni  that  ancient  city. 
Michael  with  his  family  came  lo  America  in 
1817,  and  landed  in  I'lii  l,iili.'lpliia.  They  came 
in  company  with  Mr.  Houvier,  wIkj  afterward 
became  the  wealthy  capitalist  and  banker  of 
the  Ouid^er  City.  After  remaining  a  while  in 
Juniata,  l^a.,  Michael  settled  in  Clearfield, 
where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life.  To  him- 
self and  wife  three  children  were  born; 
namely,  Joseph,  Augustine,  and  J(.isephine,  of 
whom  the  two  latter  are  still  living.  'J'hey 
were  a  most  estimable  family,  well  educated, 
respected  in  society,  and  thoroughly  devoted 
and  faithful  members  of  the  Catholic  church. 
Jeannette,  the  mother,  died  Seplemher  17, 
1844,  and  the  father  in  1S52.  1 1  is  son, 
Joseph,  was  but  five  years  of  age  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  America.  Me  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  Clearfield  County,  and 
from  his  earliest  youth  gave  evidences  of  the 
nobility  and  sweetness  of  character  f(jr  which 
he  was  distinguished  all  through  his  life.  In 
December  of  1834  Mr.  .Schnell  married  Miss 
Catherine  Brew,  daughter  of  ThacUleus  and  • 
Mary  Brew,  of  Bellefonte,  Pa.  l^leven  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  luarriage,  of  whom 
eight  survive,  as  follows:  Thaddeus,  Augus- 
ti]ie,  Andrew  Curtin,  Joseph,  Mary  F,., 
James,  Fliza,  anil  Catherine.  The  three  who 
tiled  were  Jennie,  Roland  Curtin,  and  Hugh. 
Mrs.  Catherine  .Schnell  was  born  in  Spring- 
mount,  Clare  County,  Iixland,  in  1S16,  and 
came  of  a  distinguished  family  of  that  place. 
Her  father,  Thaddeus  Brew,  was  a  native  of 
Clare  County,  and   came  to    .\merica  in  1 83 1. 
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He  was  a  sturdy,  honest  man,  and  died  in 
Bellefonte,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-five 
years,  in  1S75.  His  wife,  Mary  (Curtin) 
15rew,  was  a  sister  of  Roland  Curtin,  tiie 
father  of  the  great  war  Governor,  Andrew  G. 
Curtin,  of  rennsylvania.  Roland  Curtin  was 
a  student  at  St.  Malo,  I'rance,  when  the  ter- 
rible Revolution,  the  "Reign  of  Terror"  in 
that  country,  sent  thousands  of  refugees,  he 
being  among  tiic  others,  to  America.  Roland 
Curtin  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was 
the  first  to  establish  the  famous  iron  works  of 
Centre  County.  Here  he  made  a  large  fort- 
une, niarrietl,  and  ilied,  leaving  a  number  of 
descendants,  who  are  among  the  most  promi- 
nent i)eo])le  of  the  county.  In  183  i  his  sister 
and  her  husband,  Thadtleus  Brew,  setlleil  in 
Bellefonte.  Mrs.  lirew  tlied  in  18S0,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-eight  years.  Their  family  ccjn- 
sisted  of  seven  children,  two  sons  and  five 
daughters.  Of  these,  four  survive,  namely: 
Mrs.  Hamilton  and  Mrs.  McClain,  of  Belle- 
fonte; Mrs.  Nolan,  of  Washington,  D.C.  ; 
and    Mrs.    Kelley,    of    Chicago,    111. 

Mrs.  Catherine  Schnell,  the  mother  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  an  excellent  ami 
pure  Christian  woman.  I'^or  nearly  thirty 
)ears  she  had  been  a  terrible  sufferer  from 
inflammatory  rheumatism,  which  had  crippled 
her,  and  renilereil  her  almost  sightless.  De- 
sjjite  her  intense  sufferings,  she  bore  her 
alllictions  with  patience  and  resignation,  anil 
was  the  brightest  and  most  cheerful  of  all  her 
family,  of  whom  she  was  the  centre  of  tlieir 
affectionate  care  antl  admiration  of  her  hero- 
ism.     Brave    and    resigned    to    the    last,    she 


had  the  comfort  in  her  dying  moments  of  hav- 
ing all  of  her  children  at  her  bedside,  al- 
though they  had  literally  to  be  summonetl 
from  the  four  points  of  the  com|)ass.  Her 
tleath  occurred  .Sejitendier  19,  1S79.  '^'"^ 
early  years  of  her  married  life  were  sjient  in 
Clearfield;  but  in  1S40  the  family  removed  to 
Milesburg,  about  three  miles  from  Bellefonte. 
They  lived  there  a  short  time,  when,  for  the 
sake  of  better  educational  advantages  for  their 
children,  they  settled  permanently  in  Belle- 
fonte. Air.  Joseph  Schnell,  Sr.,  died  in  that 
city,  March  22,  1S80,  aged  sixty-seven  )'eai's, 
having  survived  his  beloved  wife  but  six 
months.  Industrious,  conscientious,  and  a 
thorough  gentleman,  no  better  citizen  ever 
liveil  in  that  borough.  y\t  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  which 
office  he  filled  with  satisfaction  to  the  j^eople 
and  his  own  honor  and  credit.  He  was  an 
exemplary  member  of  the  Catholic  church, 
whose  consoling  ministrations  aided  and  made 
his  last  moments  calm  and  peaceful.  He  was 
a  true  patriot,  as  was  illustrated,  in  the  fol- 
lowing incident.  At  the  time  of  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Civil  War  a  meeting  was  calleil 
in  his  town  to  enroll  volunteers.  He  was 
ajjpointed  \'ice  -  President  of  this  meeting; 
and,  wlien  the  Chairman  made  an  impassionctl 
sjieech,  calling  iov  men  to  enlist,  among  those 
who  first  walked  up  to  the  desk  and  signed 
their  names  were  his  four  sons,  the  youngest 
of  them  not  having  yet  reached  his  majority.* 
The  heroism  and  paternal  love  of  Mr.  Schnell 
were  put  to  a  severe  test;  but,  although  the 
father's  heart  was  wrung,  he  bravely  stood  the 
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ordeal,    and   applauded   the    patriotism    of    his 
boys. 

Jose[)h  Schiiell,  Jr.,  his  son,  and  the  'sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  was  rearetl  and  eilucated  in 
Bellefonte,  Pa.,  and  when  sixteen  years  of  age 
entered  the  drug  store  of  I'"rank  Clreen  and  Joe 
McMinn  to  learn  the  business.  When  the 
telegraph  lines  were  extended  to  Bellefonte 
and  IVIilesburg,  Pa.,  his  father  was  Postmaster 
at  the  latter  ]ilace,  and  the  telegrapii  station 
was  in  that  post-ol'fice.  Here  his  eldest 
brother,  Thadtleus  Schnell,  was  trained  as  an 
operator;  and  Joseph,  being  a  young  boy, 
picked  the  art  up  mainly  by  sound.  After- 
ward he  took  charge  of  the  wire,  when  it  was 
])laced  in  Mr.  Green's  store,  and  soon  became 
proficient  in  the  business.  He  remainetl  with 
Mr.  Green  as  druggist  ami  telegrapher  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  He  enlisted 
April  17,  1861,  in  the  old  Bellefonte  l-'enci- 
bles,  which  reached  Harrisburg  a  few  days 
after  tlie  bondjanhnent  of  P'ort  .Sumter.  They 
reported  to  Governor  Curtin,  who  had  been, 
before  his  election  to  the  Governorship,  tlie 
Cai)tain  of  this  com])any.  The  comjxuiy  left 
Bellefonte  fully  one  hundrctl  strong,  and  was 
the  third  company  to  reach  Camj)  Curtin. 
The  commissioned  orficers  were:  John  ]?. 
Mitchell,  Captain;  }.A.  Beaver  (later  Gover- 
nor ol  the  State  ni  i'ennsylvania),  h'irst  Lieu- 
tenant; Charles  H.  Male,  Second  Lieutenant. 
These  officers  with  their  command  were  as- 
signed to  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Regiment, 
Company  11.  The  regiment  inmiediately 
marched  to  the  front,  and  were  stationed  near 
Baltimore,    arriving;    tluic    the    day    after    the 


Sixth  Massachusetts  had  had  its  terrible  expe- 
rience in  the  streets  of  that  city.  In  May, 
the  month  fullowing  Mr.  SchneH's  enlist- 
ment, he  was  iletailed  on  special  duty  in  the 
telegra])h  office  at  Baltimore,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  term  of  his  enlistment  (three 
months)  expired. 

He  received  his  discharge  in  Harrisburg, 
July  26,  1S61,  returned  to  his  home  in  Belle- 
fonte, where  he  remainetl  just  one  day,  and 
then  re-enlisted,  retnining  t(j  the  telegraph 
office  at  Baltinmre.  While  at  this  [dace,  he 
received  his  aijpointment  in  the  United  .States 
Military  Telegraph  Corps,  and  was  assigned 
to  duty  at  (General  McCall's  headquarters  at 
Tcnnallytown,  D.C,  seven  miles  from  \Vash- 
ington.  b'rom  there  he  went  as  duty  de- 
manded, moving  along  with  McCall's  division 
down  through  Virginia,  being  stationed  for 
a  while  at  Fortress  Monroe,  and  two  days 
after  the  evacuation  of  \'()rktown  established 
an  office  one  mile  beyond  that  t(nvn,  in  a' 
building  which  had  been  built  e.\[)ressly  for 
the  Confederates,  as  offices.  Here  Mr. 
Schnell  met  with  one  of  the  narrowest  escapes- 
he  experienced  during  the  war.  A  comrade, 
D.  B.  Lathrop,  and  hiiuself,  mounted  on  their 
horses,  were  riding  out  to  examine  some  of 
the  telegraph  lines;  and,  as  they  rode  along 
quietly,  Mr,  Lathrop's  horse  stejijied  on  a 
concealed  torpedo,  and  in  ati  instant  horse 
and  rider  were  blown  to  atoms.  About  this 
time  Mr.  Sclmell  was  taken  with  fever,  and 
was  ordered  home,  Init  was  compelled  to  stop 
off  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  where  for  a  while  he 
was  seriously  ill.      After   his   recovery  he  was 
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assigned  to  duty  at  Washington,  D.C.,  at  tlie 
telegraphic  hcadc[iiarters  of  the  government. 

Among  tlie  reminiscences  of  these  stirring 
times  Mr.  Schneli  recalls  the  terrible  anxiety 
of  President  Lincoln  ami  his  Cabinet  on  the 
night  of  the-  advance  of  ]5urnside  across  the 
Rai^pahannock  River,  when  he  made  the  ill- 
fated  attack  on  Fredericksburg,  Va.  Mr. 
Schneli  had  been  detailed  to  receive  the  de- 
spatches from  that  division  of  the  army.  The 
President  and  his  Cabinet  were  gathered  in 
the  room;  and  Mr.  Lincoln  stood  with  his 
hand  [iressed  upon  the  shoulder  of  the  ope- 
rator, dictating  his  messages  to  General 
Ikirnside.  When  the  wire  was  closed,  the 
l^resident  thanked  and  complimented  Mr. 
Schneli  on  the  celerity  and  accuracy  of  his 
work.  It  was  then  three  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing; and  Secretary  Stanton,  appreciating  the 
fatigue  and  strain  on  Mr.  Schneli  and  the 
other  young  telegraiihers,  invitetl  them  intt) 
his  private  office  adjoining,  and  gave  them  an 
elegant  luncheon. 

Mr.  Schneli  remained  in  Washington  until 
1863,  when  he  was  sent  on  Provost-marshal 
duty  to  WillianisiKirt,  Pa.,  as  Enrolment 
Clerk.  lie  remained  there  until  iiis  final 
discharge  fr(jm  the  army,  in  1864,  when  he 
came  to  Pinghamlon,  where  he  took  charge 
of  the  telegraph  office  of  the  I'>ie  Railroad. 
Here  the  whole  business,  commercial  and 
railway,  was  conducted;  but  two  years  later 
conunercial  business  had  so  increased  that  an 
office  was  cstablishetl  on  Court  Street  of  that 
city,  and  Mr.  Schneli  was.  appointed  Man- 
ager.     He    filled   this   position  with   satisfac- 


tion to  the  Western  Union  Company,  and,  by 
his  universal  courtesy  antl  politeness,  not  only 
established  himself  in  the  good  will  of  the 
l)eoi)le  of  Hinghamton,  but  became  a  great 
social  favorite.  He  remained  with  the  tele- 
graph company  until  1S74,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  three  months  spent  in  the  office  of 
L.  G.  Tillotson  &  Co.,  New  York  City, 
where  he  had  been  offered  a  most  lucrative 
position,  but  which,  after  trial,  he  gave  up 
and  returned  to  Pinghamton,  his  place  as 
Manager  in  the  office  having  been  kept  open 
for  him,  should  he  care  to  resume  it.  When 
Mr.  Schneli  ga\'e  up  telegraphy,  he  again  re- 
turned to  the  drug  business,  purchasing  the 
drug-store  of  C.  11.  Webster,  Sr.,  located  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  Chenango  River.  In 
a  short  time,  finding  his  quarters  too  small, 
he  removed  to  the  handsome  store.  No.  8 
Main  Street,  in  which  he  has  since  carried 
on   a   lucrative   and   excellent   business. 

In  1 868  Mr.  Schneli  became  a  member  of 
the  Pinghamton  Fire  Dei)artment,  and,  as  is 
his  nature,  went  heart  and  soul  into  its  spirit. 
In  1869  he  became  Foreman  of  the  Excelsior 
Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  which  was  then 
a  "crack"  organization,  celebrated  for  its  ele- 
gant entertainments  and   high    social  position. 

To  this  day  the  assemblies  given  them  are 
matters  of  pleasant  remembrance  by  the  ehler 
generation  of  Hinghamton's  best  people.  Put 
it  is  as  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  that  Mr. 
Schnell's  chief  interest  is  displayed.  First 
a  member  of  the  original  Post  (Watrous),  he 
became  one  of  the  founders  of  Walton  rJwight 
Post,    in   which   he  was   Commander   for   four 
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terms.  During  these  years  ho  spared  no 
trouble  in  working  for  the  veterans,  one  of 
his  achievements  l^y  haul  \vorl<  and  push,  in 
conjunction  with  tlie  committee,  being  tiie 
finishing  and  electing  of  tlie  beautiful  monu- 
ment for  the  soldiers  on  the  Court-house 
Square,  which  was  dedicated  with  appropriate 
ceremonies  July  4,  1S8S.  After  serving  many 
years  in  the  Walton  Dwight  Post,  Mr. 
.Schnell  retired  from  that  organization  with 
other  gentlemen,  and  formed  the  Joseph  J. 
Hartlett  Post,  which  comprises  some  among 
the  best  of  veterans  of  the  city.  In  1SS4  Mr. 
Schnell  was  ajjpointed  vXssistant  Insjiector  for 
the  Deixirtment  of  New  York;  in  1 886,  Aide- 
de-camp  on  the  staff  of  J.  L.  Sayles,  De- 
jjartment  Commander;  and  in  18S9  was 
ajjpointed  on  the  staff  of  General  Henry  A. 
liarnum,  as  a  Marshal,  to  participate  in  the 
ceremonies  of  the  inauguration  of  President 
]3cnjamin  Harrison;  in  1890  was  appointed 
Aitle-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  General  Alger. 
In  1890  Mr.  Schnell  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  Supervisor  of  Census  for  the  Ninth 
District  of  the  State  of  New  York,  which 
were  one  of  the  most  important  events  of 
Harrison's  administration,  it  being  the  Na- 
tional Census.  This  cHstrict  comprised  the 
counties  of  Allegany,  Proome,  Chenango, 
Cortland,  Delaware,  Chemung,  Steuben, 
Tioga,  and  Tompkins.  It  was  a  heavy  work; 
and  Mr.  Schnell  received  much  commendation 
from  the  head  of  the  department  for  the  excel- 
lence of  his  work,  which  was  said  to  be  the 
best  performed  of  an}'  in  the  State. 

Mr.   Joseph    .Schnell    was   married   May   25, 


1875,  to  Mary  Plois,  of  Savannah,  Ga., 
widow  of  the  late  Theodm'e  i^lois,  who  was 
the  founder  of  the  JAv«/«;'  ^Vrrey,  a  well- 
known  journal  of  that  city.  Mrs.  Schnell 
is  a  graduate  of  the  famous  Convent  of  the 
Sacred  Heart  at  Manhattanville,  N.Y.,  hav- 
ing received  the  highest  honors  of  the 
institution.  Providence  blessed  her  with  a 
beautiful  voice,  which,  since  the  age  of  thir- 
teen, she  has  devoted  to  His  service,  having 
been  leading  soprano  for  many  years  during 
her  residence  in  Savannah  in  the  cathedral, 
and  also,  after  her  removal  to  Pinghamton, 
occupying  the  same  position  in  .St.  I'atrick's 
(Catholic)  Church.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schnell 
three  children  have  been  born,  two  boys  and 
one  girl,  the  daughter,  Katharine  Helen, 
who  was  born  February  13,  1877,  being  the 
only  one  surviving-  She  is  an  accomplished, 
well-educated,  and  refined  young  lady.  She 
graces  many  musical  entertainments,  where 
she  has  always  been  the  happy  recipient  of 
unstinted  api)lause.  She  has  a  natural  love 
and  adaptation  for  society,  and  is  a  fa\'orite 
in  all  social  circles. 

Mr.  Schnell  and  family  are  members  of  St. 
Patrick's  Church,  of  which  Mr.  .Schnell  is  a 
Trustee.  Handsome  in  appearance,  of  ex- 
ceedingly gracious  and  affable  manners,  he  is 
a  favorite  in  tlie  best  society  of  his  city,  and 
is  a  man  whose  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond 
in  every  transaction  in  which  he  is  engaged. 
He  is  a  Republican  of  Reijublicans,  and  is 
one  of  the  strongest  partisans  to  he  f(nind  in 
that  organization.  He  works  for  it  at  the 
polls   withoiit    hojic   of    rcwanl    or   favoritism. 
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but  .sim|ily  from  Iiis  sense  of  duty  as  a  true 
citizen.  Mr.  Sehnell  needs  not  to  be  ashamed 
of  his  record  in  tlie  city  of  ]?in_t;haiiiton, 
where  he  is  respected,  and  has  the  good  will  of 
the  l)cst  element  in  the  city  lie  loves  so  well. 
He  resides  with  his  family  in  a  tlainty  cottage 
on  1^'ront  Street,  where  he  enjoys  his  leisure 
moments  in  the  society  of  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ter and  the  charming  neighborhood  in  which 
he  lives. 


PARTIAL  R.  HULCE,  an  influen- 
tial and  honoretl  citizen  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Deposit,  of  which  he  has 
been  a  resident  for  ninety  years,  was  born 
here  March  29,  1S04,  eldest  son  of  Sylvester, 
who  was  the  eldest  son  of  John  Hulce,  the 
first  white  settler  in  this  place.  Mr.  Hulce 
has  an  excellent  memory,  retaining  an  accu- 
rate knowledge  of  people  and  events  of  long- 
ago.  The  following  interesting  historical 
and  biograpliical  sketch  of  the  village-  from 
his  practisetl  pen  will  be  highly  appreciated 
by  the  readers  of  this  volume.  As  a  boy, 
Martial  R.  Ihdce  worked  on  the  liome  farm, 
and  learned  his  early  lessons  at  a  common 
school  till  seventeen,  and  during  the  three 
following  years  attended,  for  several  terms 
a  high  school  kept  in  Deposit  by  the  Rev. 
Samuel  G.  Orton.  In  1823-24  he  taught  a 
winter  term  of  school,  four  months,  in  Stiles- 
ville,  at  eight  dollars  a  month,  to  raise  funds 
to  enable  him  U>  go  to  Cortland  Academy,  to 
which  he  went  on  foot  with  N.  R.  Wheeler 
for  three  months.  After  this  he  kept  school 
winters,  and  attended  tlie  academy  throe  sum- 


mer terms,  at   intervals   between  school    terms 
worlcing  on  the  farm. 

In  1S2S  Mr.  Hulce  began  [iractising  sur- 
veying. In  1829,  with  the  view  of  building 
a  brick  house,  he  travelled  to  Binghamton, 
Homer,  and  Ithaca,  to  find  a  coinpetent  man 
who  would  do  the  work  without  whiskey.  At 
Ithaca  he  found  a  man  who  agreed  to  come  to 
Deposit  in  May,  and  make  two  huntlred  thou- 
sand brick,  which  he  did.  In  1S30  Mr. 
Hulce,  selling  tlie  brick,  purchased  of  Silas 
Crandall  and  William  Wheeler,  for  two  thou- 
sand dollars,  the  Butler  house  and  lot  of  eigh- 
teen acres,  where  he  now  lives.  He  planted 
many  locust  and  maple  trees,  and  named  the 
place  Locust  Grove. 

On  May  20,  1832,  he  married  Eliza  Ann, 
daughter  of  Gideon  Curtiss,  of  Homer,  Cort- 
land County,  N.Y.  She  was  then  twenty-two 
years  old,  six  years  younger  than  himself. 
Tliey  began  housekeeping  on  the  ist  of  June. 
He  followed  farming,  lumbering,  and  survey- 
ing till  1S33,  when  he  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile affairs,  and,  purchasing  a  printing-press,  " 
established  the  Dejiosit  Conricr,  the  first 
newspaper  in  the  place,  with  C.  b>.  Wright 
editor.  From  1855  '"  i''>S9  ^^i"-  Hulce  was 
Postmaster  in  Deposit.  He  had  before  served 
eight  years  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  1S57, 
owing  to  financial  strictures,  he  was  obliged 
to  make  an  assignment  of  more  than  doidile 
tlie  amount  of  his  liabilities.  Through  the 
friendship  and  generous  kindness  of  the  Hon. 
Charles  Knapp,  he  was  enabled  to  keep  his 
homestead.  P'rom  1S57  he  followed  survey-  ^ 
ing,  and  assisted  in   the  resurvey  of  the  Penn- 
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sylvania  and  New  York  State  line,  from  the 
Delaware  to  Lake  ]'"rie.  Wlien  Jay  GonUl 
was  prepariiitj  his  history  of  iJelaware  County, 
he  was  the  guest  of  Mr.  Ilulce,  and  was  aitlcd 
by  him,  but  forgot  afterward  to  send  the 
promised  copy  of  the  work.  After  that  Mt. 
Ilulce  was  employed  to  write  a  considerable 
jiortion  of  the  large  "History  of  Delaware 
County."  lie  also  wrote  sixty  biographical 
and  historical  sketches  iov  county  paiiers. 
Me  never  used  ardent  spirits  or  brought  it  for- 
ward in  connection  witli  his  business,  and  had 
no  difficulty  in  obtaining  help  without  it. 

Deposit,  in  l?raome  and  Delaware  Counties, 
is  situated  on  the  west  branch  of  the  Delaware 
Iviver,  sixt)'  miles  from  its  source,  in  latitude 
,r|2"  4'  north,  and  hjiigitude  1°  39'  east  of 
Washington,  D.C.  It  is  one  thousand  feet 
above  the  sea,  nestled  among  the  mountains 
which  surround  it,  with  their  summits  nearly 
a  thousand  feet  above  the  river.  Until  the 
opening  of  the  Erie  Railroad  it  resembled  the 
Happy  Valley  of  "Rasselas, "  with  no  appar- 
ent mode  of  ingress  or  egress.  In  early 
times  the  place  was  called  b)'  the  whites  the 
"Cookhouse,"  from  the  Indian  name  "  Kook- 
ouse  hacka  Scpus, "  meaning  Owl-land  River. 
In  iSii,  when  the  village*  was  incorporated, 
the  name  Deposit  was  given  Ijecausc  vast 
(|\ianlilies  of  pine  bciards  \vere  drawn  there 
!>)■  sleighs  in  winter  from  the  Susquehanna 
River,  to  be  rafted  down  the  Delaware  to 
Philadelphia. 

The  first  white  settler  in  the  place  was 
John  Ilulce,  who  came  from  Goshen,  Orange 
County,    N."^'.,    in    tlie    spring    of    17S9,    and 


took  up  habitation  at  the  north  end  of  the 
present  village  on  the  west  side  of  the  river, 
lie  was  descended  from  Dutch  ancestors,  a 
lineal  descendant  of  the  second  Hurgomastei- 
of  New  Amstertlam,  as  New  York  City  was 
formerly  called.  His  wife  was  a  grand- 
daughter of  General  Herkimer,  who  disinher- 
itetl  her  mother  for  marrying  a  Welsliman,  a 
Royalist  —  one  Williams,  private  secretary  of 
Sir  Henry  Clinton.  When  John  Ilulce  came 
here,  he  eleareil  off  some  ground,  and  built  a 
log  house,  and  in  the  fall  brought  his  wife 
and  family  by  way  of  the  North  and  South 
Pennsylvania  Road  thrcmgh  the  beech  w(5ods. 
He  was  a  religious  man,  a  Presbyterian;  and 
his  wife,  a  Baptist.  He  liacl  three  sons  — 
Sylvester,  Sanuiel,  and  John  W. — and  four 
daughters.  Sally  married  John  Pinney,  Julia 
married  Comfort  Pinney,  Keziah  married 
Henry  L.  Ilubliard,  all  being  residents  of 
Sanford,  Proome  County.  Polly,  the  fourth 
daughter,  marrieil  Thaddeus  Henetlict,  a  life- 
long, respected  resilient  (jf  Deposit.  Sylves- 
ter Ilulce  inherited  the  homestead.  Samuel 
and  John  W.  had  adjoining  farms.  All  had 
large  families. 

The  next  settler  at  the  "Cookhouse"  was 
Philip  Pine,  who  came  in  the  spring  of  i/gi, 
with  wife  anil  sons —  Peter  and  Daniel  — and 
foiu'  daughters,  namely:  .Sarah,  who  married 
Jonas  Underwood;  Nancy,  who  married  Isaac 
Youmans;  ICli/.abeth,  wlio  married  Samuel 
Ijutler;  and  Martha,  who  married  Matthew 
Brown  —  all  long  respected  residents  of  De- 
posit with  large  families,  except  Peter,  who 
married     Pliebe,    daughto     of    Conrad    Edick. 
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Before  coming  Pine  bought  four  iuindrctl  acres 
of  land,  including  the  "Cookhouse"  flats  on 
the  east  side  of  the  river.  The  Indians  had 
about  forty  acres  cleared  around  their  council 
ground,  which  was  about  eight  rods  square. 
Here  Mr.  Pine  resided  till  his  death,  in  1818, 
aged  seventy-seven.  His  son  Peter,  wlio  in- 
herited tlie  homestead,  lived  there  till  the 
opening  of  the  New  York  &  Krie  Railway, 
wlicn  he  st)ld  it.  It  was  subsequently  pur- 
chased by  Judge  N.  K.  Wheeler,  and  is  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  the  son,  George  D. 
Wheeler.  Peter  Pine  was  for  many  years 
Supervisor  of  the  town,  was  v\ssociate  Judge, 
and  twice  a  member  of  the  legislature,  lie 
dietl  in  1S47,  aged  seventy. 

Jonas  Underwood  before  his  marriage 
taught  school  in  the  jilace.  Philip  Pine  was 
opjjosed  to  the  marriage,  and  also  to  that  of 
Samuel  Butler;  but  the  [xarties  would  not  be 
thwarted.  Sally  Pine  slipped  away  to  the 
liouse  of  John  lliilce,  where  a  minister  had 
been  provided;  and  the  knot  was  tied.  In 
the  case  of  Butler,  Pine  I'efused  to  make  a 
wedding;  and  ]5utler  went  over  the  river  in 
his  working  clothes  in  the  middle  of  the  day, 
was  marrietl,  and  returned  to  liis  work.  In 
both  cases,  the  union 'was  hapiiy.  Both 
grooms  became  i)rominent  citizens  of  Deposit, 
and  raised  large  and  resi)ectable  families;  and 
so  did  l^rown  and  Youmans. 

Captain  Nathan  Dean,  a  native  of  Taunton, 
Mass.,  was  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  near  Boston.  In  177S  he  married  Lois 
Snow,  of  Raynham,  Mass.,  and  in  1790  re- 
moved  to   Kortright,  Delaware  County.      The 


ne.\t  year,  there  being  no  roads,  in  June  he 
lashed  two  canoes  together,  placed  his  family 
and  goods  therein,  and  floated  them  down  the 
Delaware  to  the  "Cookhouse,"  wiiere  he  found 
an  empty  log  cabin,  which  he  occui)ied  till  he 
could  provi(.le  one  for  his  family  on  the  place, 
since  known  as  the  Dean  farm,  consisting  of 
two  lots  of  two  hundred  acres  each,  now  cov- 
ering all  that  part  of  Deposit  which  is  in 
Broome  County.  Mis  cattle  were  driven  from 
Kortright  by  his  son,  Nathan  L.,  ten  years 
old,  and  an  uncle  Joshua,  on  the  Indian  trail. 
During  the  summer  Mr.  Dean  built  a  saw- 
mill on  the  Oquago  Creek  on  the  premises, 
and  sawed  out  lumber  with  which  he  built 
a  house.  Into  this  he  moved  his  family  in 
December.  In  1792  he  built  a  grist-mill  by 
the  side  of  the  saw-mill,  near  the  present  New 
York  &  I'^rie  Depot.  Mr.  Dean  died  in  1799, 
at  liaston.  Pa.,  leaving  his  wife  and  four  sons 

—  Nathan    L.,   Joshua,    Caleb,    and    Zcnas   K. 

—  who  all  married,  and  had  families  on  the 
Dean  farm.  The  south  part  of  the  farm  and 
the  mills  were  sold  to  John  Peters,  who  with 
a  large  family  lived  thereon  for  many  years. 
The  only  male  representatives  of  Nathan 
Dean  now  arc:  Addison  J.,  son  of  Nathan  L. ; 
John  P.  and  Ceorge,  sons  of  Zenas  K.;  and 
ICtlward,  grandson  of  Caleb  —  all  honored  citi- 
zens of  Deposit.  When  the  New  York  & 
Erie  Railway  was  located,  widow  Lois  Dean 
caused  a  survey  of  lots  and  streets  to  be  made; 
and  it  was  called  Deansville  until  incorpo- 
rated by  statute  with  Deposit  in  Delaware 
County,  with  civil  jurisdiction  for  both  parts 
over  each  county. 
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In  1S12  William  Wheeler,  Silas  Crandall, 
and  William  liutlcr  ijurchasccl  of  Henry 
Drinker,  ol  J'hilatleli)hia,  for  fifteen  hundred 
dollars,  Lot  43,  ICvans  Patent,  covering  the 
old  village  west  of  the  river,  excepting  a  few 
small  lots  before  sold.  They  had  it  sur- 
veyed and  partitioned  it,  each  holding  one- 
tliird.  In  I^'ebruary,  1S14,  William  Wheeler 
removed  from  Partridge  Island,  east  branch, 
to  Deposit.  William  Butler  came  two  years 
before.  He  was  an  intelligent,  liberal,  and 
courteous  gentleman.  He  built  the  Deposit 
Hotel  in  18 13,  and  several  other  houses.  In 
i8i<S  he  built  for  liim  the  house  which  for 
si.xty-two  years  has  been  the  residence  of 
Martial  R.  Hulce.  Mr.  Putler  had  one 
daughter,  limil)',  who  married  in  1S20 
Simon  Lusk,  for  many  years  a  lawyer  in 
Deposit.  Silas  Crandall  was  an  active  busi- 
ness man,  as  early  as  1S02  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile affairs.  He  had  three  sons  and  four 
daughters.  He  died  in  1S31.  After  the 
estate  was  settled,  his  family  moved  to  the 
West. 

William  Wheeler  occupied  a  prominent 
position  in  society.  He  had  five  sons, 
namely:  Nelson  K.,  a  lawyer.  Judge  and  Sur- 
rogate of  Delaware  Count)*,  member  of  As- 
sembly, and  District  Judge  in  the  city  of  New 
York;  William,  a  banker  at  Olean,  N.Y., 
and  member  of  the  legislature;  Truman  H., 
a  lawyer,  and  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Concilia- 
tion; Addison  J.  and  George  D.,  successful 
business  men  in  Deposit.  The  latter  has 
been  Supervisor,  and  a  member  of  the  Assem- 
bly,   and    Postmaster.      He   is   now  a   farmer, 


owning  and  occupying  the  Pine  farm,  includ- 
ing the  old  Indian  council  ground.  He  has 
led  an  active  life,  has  lung  been  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  and  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school. 

Colonel  Samuel  Butler  came  to  the  "Cook- 
house "  at  the  close  of  the  last  century.  He 
married  a  daughter  of  Philip  Pine,  as  before 
noted.  He  was  a  Captain  in  the  War  of 
1812.  He  built  a  large  house,  still  standing, 
in  which  he  lived  a  long  time.  He  was  a 
tanner  and  a  shoemaker.  He  raised  a  large 
family,  and  brouglit  them  up  to  habits  of 
industry  and  usefulness.  His  eldest  son, 
Samuel  P.,  is  still  living  in  Deposit,  nearly 
ninety  years  old.  Two  other  sons  are  bankers 
in  the  West,  where  he  went  with  his  family, 
towartl  the  close   of  life,  and  d\cd  there. 

Thaddeus  Mather  came  to  Deposit  about 
18 10.  He  was  an  eilucated  physician,  and 
had  three  sons  —  Richard,  John  C,  and  Cal- 
vin—  and  three  daughters:  Caroline,  who 
married  Ira  ]5i.\by;  Cornelia,  married  Dr. 
S.  D.  Higgins;  and  Sarah,  married  Benja- 
min R.  Nickerson.  Bixby  and  Higgins  had 
each  families    in   Deposit. 

Thaddeus  Benedict  came  from  Canaan, 
Conn.,  in  iSo6.  He  married  Polly,  daughter 
of  John  Ilulce,  who  was  the  first  child  born 
in  Deposit.  Mr.  lienedict  had  one  son,  E. 
Lysander,  who  became  a  Baptist  minister. 
He  had  three  daughters,  one  of  whom  married 
the  Rev.  Charles  Fo.x.  Mr.  Benedict  was  a 
singularly  pure-minded  man,  and  an  honored 
Deacon   of  the   Ba[)tist   church. 

John    Peters    came    from     Northumberland, 


644 


BIOGRAPHICAL   REVIEW 


I'a.,  ill  tlie  first  decade  of  the  centuiy,  and 
boujjht  the  southerly  jjart  of  the  Deair  farm, 
including  the  Oquago  mills,  where  he  lived 
till  the  projected  opening  of  the  New  York 
&  Erie  Railway,  when  he  sold  the  property  to 
Henry  Sheldon,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Peters 
had  three  sons  —  Henry,  John,  and  William 
—  and  six  daughters,  all  of  whom  married  and 
had  families  in  the  vicinity.  George  Peters, 
a  son  of  Henry,  who  married  a  daughter  of 
Sylvester  Hulce,  lives  in  Deposit.  John 
Peters   died   in    1847. 

William  MacClure  was  a  surveyor  from 
Orange  County,  New  York.  He  came  to 
Sanford,  Bruome  County,  in  1786,  and  settled 
five  miles  west  of  Deposit.  He  built  a  log 
cabin,  which  he  called  "Castle  William," 
where  he  passed  the  first  winter  after  having 
surveyed  through  the  summer.  In  February, 
1791,  he  married  in  Orange  County,  and 
brought  his  bride  and  a  few  household  goods 
on  a  one-horse  sled  to  Castle  William,  where 
he  lived  till  1826,  when  he  died,  aged  one 
hundred  years.  His  eldest  son,  William, 
Jr.,  resided  in  Deposit  many  years.  He  was 
an  excellent  man,  an  accomplished  surveyor, 
and  died  in  1874,  aged  eighty-three. 

Charles  Knapp  was  4wrn  October  8,  1797, 
in  the  town  of  Colchester,  Delaware  County, 
N.Y.  His  father  was  a  farmer.  He  re- 
ceived such  education  as  the  common  schools 
of  the  day  afforded.  Having  a  strong  and 
active  mind,  he  improved  himself  by  observa- 
tion and  extensive  reading,  storing  his  mind 
with  sound  information  essential  to  him  in 
his    subsequent    career.     He    worked    on    the 


farm.  In  1815  he  began  his  jiublic  career  as 
a  village  schoolmaster,  teaching  winters  and. 
working  on  the  farm  the  rest  of  the  year. 
His  earnings  all  went  for  the  support  of  the 
family.  At  the  end  of  a  school  term  of  six 
months,  at  sixteen  dollars  a  month,  he  gave 
his  father  one  hundred  dollars.  When 
twenty -one  years  old,  he  began  business  on  his 
own  account  at  farming  and  in  the  lumber 
trade.  In  1835  he  commenced  store-keeping 
with  a  capital  of  three  hundred  dollars.  1 1  is 
unblemished  reputation  for  honesty  and  fair 
dealing  soon  insured  success,  and  so  ably 
did  he  direct  his  business  in  his  various  inter- 
ests that  by  1848  he  had  amassed  a  hand- 
some fortune.  In  1841  he  was  a  member  of 
the   legislature. 

In  1S48  he  sold  his  property  in  Colchester, 
and  purchased  several  acres  in  the  middle  of 
the  village  of  Deposit,  where  lie  engaged  in 
lumbering  and  farming  till  1854,  when  he 
established  an  individual  bank  under  tiie  laws 
of  New  York.  Ten  years  later  he  changed 
the  institution  to  a  national  bank,  an  organ- 
ized association  with  a  capital  stock  of  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  in  1878,  on 
account  of  onerous  taxes,  was  reduced  to  one 
hundred  thousaiul  dollars.  In  1S6S  Mr. 
Knapp  was  elected  to  Congress  by  a  large, 
majority.  ■  At  the  close  of  his  term  he  de- 
clined a  renomination,  being  over  seventy- 
three  years  old. 

During    a    long   and    active    life   he  alwaj's      » 
took  a  lively  interest  in  everything  connected 
with   the   moral,  intellectual,  and   conimercial         ^ 
development    of    his    town   and    country.     A 
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faithful  friend  and  counsellor  and  a  tender 
father,  liis  public  anil  private  course  was  a 
noble. example  for  all  who  would  build  up  a 
fortune  and  honored  name. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Knapp  married  Sylvia 
Radeker,  of  Colchester.  They  had  ten  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  were  living  at  his  death, 
to  wit:  James;  Charles  Junius;  Herbert; 
and  Elsie,  widow  of  the  late  Addison  J. 
Wheeler;  and  Josephine.  James  succeeded 
his  father  as  President  of  the  l^ank.  James 
and  Herbert  have  since  died.  James  left  a 
son,  Charles,  now  Cashier  of  the  bank  of 
which  Charles  Junius  is  now  President. 
The  last-named  now  resides  in  Pinghamton, 
and  is  President  of  the  l^inghamton  Trust 
Company.  lie  inherits  his  father's  business 
faculty  and  his  moral  and  intellectual  quali- 
ties, and  has  been  n  member  of  Congress. 

On  November  7,  1835,  at  sunrise,  ground 
was  first  broken  for  the  New  York  &  Pirie 
Railroad  at  Deposit,  on  the  farm  of  Colonel 
George  D.  Wheeler,  on  the  old  Indian  coun- 
cil ground  on  the  east  side  of  the  river. 
General  P^astus  Root  and  Judge  Drake,  of 
Owego,  were  guests  of  Martial  R.  llulee. 
The  President  of  the  company,  James  G. 
King,  and  many  of  the  DtVectors  and  otlier 
distinguished  men  were  present — about  fifty 
in  all.  The  President  took  a  spade,  ;ind 
sliovelled  earth  into  a  wheelbarrow,  when  the 
Hon.  Samuel  H.  Rnggles  wheeled  and  dum])ed 
it,  followetl  by  Conrad  lulick  and  every  other 
person  present.  A  memorable  occasion  for 
the  southern  tier  of  counties!  Mr.  King 
made  a  speech  jjredicting  tiie  future  success  of 


the  road  and  the  great  benefit  it  would  be 
to  the  surrounding  country.  In  1848,  after 
surmounting  many  dilTiculties,  the  road  was 
finished  to  Binghamton,  and  on  December  27 
was  opened  by  a  grand  excursion,  in  which, 
by  invitation,  Messrs.  Wheeler  and  Hulcc 
joined.  At  Deposit  a  great  evergreen  arch 
was  erected  over  the  road,  surmounted  by  a 
noble  buck  witli  spreading  antlers,  which  was 
presented  to  the  Directors,  who  placed  it  on 
a  car,  and  took  it  to  New  York.  The  people 
of  Pinghamton  entertained  the  excursionists 
with  royal  hospitality.  In  185 1,  May,  14, 
15,  16,  and  17,  the  road  was  opened  to  Dun- 
kirk on  Pake  P2rie  by  another  grand  excursion 
of  two  trains.  The  President  of  the  United 
States,  Millard  PTUmore,  and  his  Cabinet 
were  guests.  At  Deposit  the  Hon.  N.  K. 
Wiiceler,  Darius  Maple,  and  M.  R.  Hulce 
became  guests. 

Slavery  existed  in  the  "Cookhouse,"  or 
Deposit,  till  abolished  by  law.  Mr.  Butler 
had  two,  Conrad  Edick  one  or  two,  Benjamin 
Whitaker  one,  James  I.  White  one  or  two. 
Some  twenty-five  or  thirty  of  their  descend-  . 
ants  are  still  in  Deposit.  Two  newspapers 
are  published  here,  both  of  which  have  a  good 
circulation.  They  are  the  Deposit  Courier, 
published  by  Charles  N.  Stow,  and  the  De- 
posit Journal,  owned  and  edited  by  O.  S. 
Wadleigh.  Deposit  has  a  Union  school  con- 
nected with  an  academy  where  the  higher 
branches   of   learning   are   taught. 

The  first  church  in  Deposit  was  the  Baptist, 
whicli  was  foriued  June  26,  18 12,  with  tliir- 
teeri    members,    n.unoh':    Thaildeus    ]5enedict; 
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James  P.  Aplinglon;  James  II.  Coburn  and 
Eunice,  his  wife;  lienjamia  Coburn ;  Stephen 
Stiles  and  Sally,  his  wife;  John  VV.  Ilulce 
and  Kliza,  his  wife;  Samuel  Hulee;  Sally 
Pinney;  Molly  Burrows;  and  Penina  Hulce. 
First  Deacons,  Stephen  Stiles  and  James  P. 
Aplington.  There  are  now  (1S94)  three  hun- 
dred  members;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bidwell,  pastor. 

The  Congregational  church  was  formed  July 
12,  18 12,  with  nine  members,  namely:  Will- 
iam MacClure;  Aaron  Stiles  and  wife, 
Catharine;  Benjamin  Hawlcy  and  wife,  I'heo- 
docia;  Bathsheba  Dcmander;  Lois  IJean; 
Aphia  llawlcy;  and  Anne  Nickcrson.  Tiie 
legal   society. 

The  First  Presbyterian  Society  of  the  town 
of  Tom|)kins  was  formed  I-'ebruary  15,  iSiS, 
William  Butler,  William  Wheeler,  and  Silas 
Crandall,  Trustees. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  organ- 
ized in  1830  with  twenty  members;  preacher, 
the  Rev.  Alexander  Calder;  first  class  leader, 
Hiram  Banks.  There  are  now  over  two 
iumdretl     members. 

Each  of  above-named  churches  has  a  fine 
brick  meeting-house  and  a    parsonage. 

St.  Joseph's  Church,  Roman  Catholic,  was 
organized  by  the  Rev.*P^ather  Hourigan,  of 
Binghamton,  about  1S48.  They  have  a  chapel 
and  parochial  residence  and  a  large  congre- 
gation. 

Christ  Church,  h'piscopal,  was  organized 
July  2,  18G0,  with  twenty  members,  by  the 
Rev.  Edward  Andrews.  Church  Wardens, 
Truman  II.  Wheeler  and  A.  C.  Moses. 
Vestrymen,    N.    K.    Wheeler,    W.    L.    Ford, 


M.  I.  Cannon,  C.  1'".  Sherwood,  William  II. 
Gregory,  and  Isaac  A.  Burrows.  They  have 
recently  built  a  fine  stone  church,  consecrated 
in  1893. 

The  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
Church  was  organized  in  1S64-65.  They 
have  had  a  Sunday-school  from  the  begin- 
ning, organized  by  M.  R.  Hulce,  assisted  by 
a  corps  of  male  and  female  white  teachers  for 
about  two  years.  The  white  superintendents 
have  been  Albert  Walling,  G.  L.  Babcock, 
Henry  Burrows,  and  G.  N.  Babcock.  The 
church  and  Sunday-school  have  been  greatly 
beneficial  to  the  colored  [jcoplc,  wlui  have 
a  chapel  originally  erected  by  the  Episcopal 
society  and  given  to  them. 

Charity  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.-,  was  con- 
stituted at  the  "Cookhouse"  in  1806,  and 
for  some  twenty  years  was  in  successful  ope- 
ration, till  the  opposition  to  Masonry  initi- 
ated by  the  abduction  of  Morgan  swept  over 
the  land,  when  it  was  compelled  to  succumb, 
like  most  others  in  the  State.  Its  memiiers 
were  among  the  most  influential  citizens. 
About  twenty-five  years  later  another  Lodge, 
No.  396,  was  instituted.  There  is  also  the 
Deposit  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  No. 
187.      15oth  have  many  members. 


ON.  FLETCHER  PALMER,  of  De- 
[losit,  was  born  in  .Sanford,  Dela- 
ware County,  N.Y.,  October  13, 
i8ro,  and  is  a  descendant  of  the  old  Palmer 
family,  who  trace  their  lineage  back  to  Wal- 
ter Palmer,  a  native   of   England,  and   one  of 
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tlie  very  first  settlers  of  Stonington,  Conn., 
he  having  come  to  that  place  many  years 
JK'fore  the  Kevolution.  Jesse  Palmer,  an  an- 
cestor of  the  suliject  of  this  sketch,  was  one  of 
tile  very  earliest  pioneers  in  the  town  of  San- 
ford,  Delaware  County.  He  was  a  hard- 
working, practical  farmer  and  a  brave  soldier, 
serving  with  great  honor  through  tlie  whole  of 
the  Revolutionary  War.  Afterwartl  he  re- 
turned tti  the  town  of  Sanford,  where  lie  re- 
mained until  his  death  at  tlie  age  of  sixty- 
nine  years.  Ilis  wife,  Abigail  Palmer,  died 
when  seventy-five  years  old.  Their  seven 
children  all  grew  to  maturity,  but  none  are 
now   living. 

Nathan  Palmer,  a  son  of  Jesse,  was  born 
September  16,  17S3,  and  moved  to  Delaware 
Ccjunty  with  his  father  from  their  native 
State,  Connecticut.  Nathan  learned  the  trade 
of  a  miller,  and  followed  this  for  his  occupa- 
tion in  his  younger  days.  He  afterward  lo- 
cated in  Albany  County,  near  West  Troy, 
where  he  conducted  a  farm,  dying  there  July 
21,  1S64.  He  married  Olive  Talmadge, 
who  was  born  January  25,  1779,  and  died 
some  years  before  her  husband,  in  1857. 
Slie  was  a  strict  member  of  the  Christian 
church,  while  Mr.  Palmer*  was  liberal  in 
his  religious  views.  They  reared  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  twf)  survive,  Fletcher  and 
William,  residing  in  ICllen  Village,  Wash- 
ington  County,  N.Y. 

The  boyhood  days  of  Fletcher  Palmer  were 
spent  in  Delaware  County,  where  he  availed 
himself  of  the  somewhat  limited  and  irregular 
opportunities   afforded    by  the  district    school 


for  his  education.  At  the  age  of  eleven  he 
went  to  work  with  a  farmer  named  Nathan 
Chase,  and  for  his  labor  received  board  and 
clothes  and  three  months'  schooling  each 
winter  of  the  four  years  he  remained  with 
him.  When  he  left  Mr.  Chase,  he  hired  him- 
self out  with  several  neighboring  farmers, 
getting  seven  d(dlars  jier  month  wages,  and 
cimtinued  at  work  in  this  way  until  he  was 
twenty  years  old.  Then  for  seven  terms  he 
taught  school,  working  out  between  times. 

He  was  finally  able  to  carry  out  Iiis  long 
desiretl  hope  of  studying  law,  and  for  tliat 
purpose  entered  the  office  of  A.  &  A.  J. 
Parker,  Ksqs.,  at  Delhi,  N.Y.  He  stayed 
with  them  f(jr  two  years,  coming  in  the  fall  of 
1834  to  Deposit,  N.Y.,  where  he  engaged  as 
a  student  with  the  law  firm  of  Lusk  &  Palmer, 
remaining  there  until  his  admission  to  the  bar 
about  the  year  1S39.  I^*^  then  opened  an 
office,  and  practisetl  until  1852.  In  1S54  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  Reuben  Root,  Esq., 
and  while  with  him  was  elected  Assembly- 
man for  Delaware  County  in  1858.  Mr.  Pal- 
mer served  for  a  term  of  two  years,  and  in 
1S60  received  the  appointment  of  Route 
Agent  on  the  Frie  Railway  between  New 
York  and  Dunkirk.  He  helil  this  position 
during  the  administration  of  Presiilent  Lin- 
coln, resigning  it  in  the  spring  of  18(15.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  he  engaged  in  lumbering 
in  the  vicinity  of  Deposit,  Broome  County, 
where  he  owned  about  two  hundred  acres  of 
land.  He  was  in  this  business  for  about 
eight  years,  and  in  1874  practically  retired 
from   active    work.      He    is    a    Justice    of    the 
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Peace,  and  has  held  the  office  for  twelve 
years. 

In  1S39  ^tr.  Palmer  was  married  to  Miss 
Nancy  1).  Peters,  who  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Sanford,  November  14,  1818.  She  died 
Jannary  i,  1874,  leaving  six  children,  who 
are  all  still  living,  namely:  R.  PL,  residing 
in  Deposit;  A.  T.,  General  Superintendent 
of  the  Union  &  Pacific  Railroad,  of  Kansas 
City;  Polk,  conductor  on  the  lirie  I\.ailway, 
living  in  Susquehanna,  Pa. ;  Smith  T.,  rail- 
road agent  in  llawley,  Pa.;  John  P.,  engineer 
on  the  I'>ie  Ixailway,  a  resident  of  Deposit; 
and  lunily,  wife  of  Charles  Race,  of  15ing- 
hamton,  N.Y.  Mr.  Palmer  married  for  his 
second  wife  Sojihia  M.  Bryant,  who  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Butternuts,  Otsego  County, 
January  28,  1 840,  daughter  of  Harvey  and 
Jane  (Doane)  Ikyant.  Her  father  was  a 
farmer  of  Butternuts,  but  removed  to  Deposit, 
where  he  died  April  5,  1S84,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-nine  years.  His  wife  died  March  18, 
1873,  in  Dejjosit.  Of  the  seven  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bryant,  four  are  now  living, 
namely:  Mrs.  M.  J.  Freeman,  of  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.;  Mrs.  Sarah  M.  Van  Schaack, 
of  De|)Osit;  Marshall  B.,  of  Deposit,  and 
]\Ii:s.  Palmer.  Mr.  and  ftfrs.  Palmer  have  one 
daughter,  Jessie  B.,  who  resides  at  home. 
Mrs.  Palmer  is  a  member  of  the  Iipiscopal 
church. 

Mr.  Palmer  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and, 
being  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  Deposit, 
is  well  known  in  the  two  counties  in  which  it 
is  located  —  those  of  Broome  and  Delaware. 
As  a   lawyer  and   merchant,  he  has  been  emi- 


nently successful,  and,  although  he  has 
reached  his  fourscore  years,  is  still  an  active 
and  vigorous  man.  Ilis  long  residence  in 
.Southern  New  York  makes  him  deeply  inter- 
ested in  its  annals,  being  well  acquainted 
with   all    the   early   settlers   of   the   jjlace. 


EEWIS  E.  SHUTTS  is  an  enterprising 
and  successful  farmer  and  dairyman 
"■■^  of  the  town  of  Windsor,  N.Y.,  re- 
siding on  his  fine  estate  of  one  himdred  and 
ninety  acres,  which  is  situated  on  the  banks 
of  the  beautiful  Susquehanna  River.  lie  was 
born  December  iS,  1831,  son  of  Morgan  ami 
Esther  (Cromwell)  Shutts,  who  were  natives 
of  New  York  State. 

The  father  of  Morgan  Shutts  was  born  in 
1786,  and  was  one  of  the  very  first  settlers 
in  the  vicinity  of  Maryland,  Otsego  County, 
where  he  carried  on  farming  for  many  years. 
Morgan  Shutts  was  born  in  Otsego  County, 
and  in  early  days  learned  the  trade  of  a 
niason.  He  removed  to  Susquehanna  County, 
Pennsylvania,  about  1837,  and  settled  in  Oak- 
land, where  he  now  lives,  and  where  his 
father  died  at  ninety-four  years  of  age.  He 
has  always  been  a  haril-working,  laborious 
man,  and  is  well  known  and  respected  in  the 
county.  His  wife,  Esther  (Cromwell)  Shutts, 
died  in  the  year  i8y2,  aged  eighty-two  years. 
They  were  married  early  in  the  year  1S31, 
and  had  si.x  children,  of  whom  four  are  now 
living,  namely:  Lewis  E.,  the  eldest;  Mrs. 
Margaret  J.  Norton,  residing  in  Colorado; 
Mrs,   Almira  Andrews;    and   Etta,    widow  of 
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Charles  Hrova.  These  two  ladies  are  resi- 
dents  of   Oakhiiul,    I'a. 

Lewis  was  but  six  years  of  ay;e  when  he 
went  with  his  jjurents  lo  Susciuehanna  County, 
where  lie  was  reared  and  educated.  lie  re- 
maiiieil  at  home,  assisting  in  the  work  of  the 
farm,  until  his  marriage,  April  27,  1862,  to 
Miss  Lucy  M.  Bushnell.  Her  parents  were 
residents  of  Susquehanna  County  for  many 
years;  and  she  was  born  there  October  i, 
1843.  Albert  Bushnell,  her  father,  was  a 
prominent  lawyer,  and  practised  for  many 
years  in  his  county,  dying  at  the  age  of  forty- 
five  years.  His  wife,  Harriett,  died  when 
she  was  but  forty-three  yeais  (jld.  Of  their 
seven  children,  six  are  now  living;  namely, 
Newton  W.,  Mrs.  Shutts,  I'ayson  K.,  lunily 
M.,  Horace  A.,  and  Louise  J.  Hattie  A. 
died  at  twenty  years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lewis  E.  Shutts  resided  in  Susquehanna 
County  until  1S70,  when  they  removed  to 
15r(jome  County,  and  bought  the  large  farm 
where  he  carries  on  mixed  farming,  and  con- 
ducts a  dairy  of  twenty  head  of  Jersey  cattle 
and  other  fine  breeils.  To  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shutts  two  children  have  been 
born:  Albert  M.,  in  1S67;  and  Harriet  L., 
in  1868. 

While  Mr.  ShuUs  is  a  true  and  loyal  I'iti- 
zen  to  his  town  and  county,  voting  consis- 
tently and  faithfully  with  the  Republican 
party,  he  has  no  as[)irations  for  [uiblic  office, 
but  pursues  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  attend- 
ing to  his  daily  duties  on  his  farm,  which 
for  that  reason  is  one  of  the  finest  anil  best 
conducted    places    in    the    town    of   Windsor. 


He  is  a  meniber  of  the  American  Legion 
of  Honor.  His  wife  is  a  most  estimable 
woman,  and  an  eainest  and  devotetl  fcjllower 
of  the  (k)Ctrines  of  the  Methodist  church. 
Her  husband,  while  ;i  firm  believei'  in  the 
Christian  faith,  is  not  connected  with  any 
particular  church.  l'"or  nearly  a  quarter  of 
a  century  Mr.  Shutts  has  resided  at  his  pres- 
ent home,  and  is  prominently  known,  having 
made  many  friends  during  that  time;  and  his 
successful  career  is  the  result  of  his  own 
efforts   and    industrious   habits. 


RS.  ITARRIl' T  K.  ELY,  the  widow 
.f  the  Rev.  Isaac  Mills  VAy,  was 
born  at  Chenango  Forks,  May  9, 
1843,  eldest  daughter  of  Henry  A.  and  Emma 
(Willard)  Rogers.  Her  father  was  the  eldest 
son  of  John  R.  Rogers,  son  of  Simeon  Rogers, 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  town  of  Barker,  and 
a  descendant  of  John  Rogers,  the  martyr. 
Her  mother  was  the  youngest  daughter  of 
Joseph  Willard,  who  came  from  Berkshire 
County,  Massachusetts.  In  1S4.S  Mr.  Henry 
A.  Rogers  moved  his  family  to  Bingharnton, 
he  being  interestetl  in  the  stage  line  between 
this  place  and  LUica.  Here  his  daughters 
were  eilucatcil.  In  1857  the  family  moved  to 
Scranton,  I'a.,  returning  to  Chenango  Forks 
in  1S62.  Mrs.  l'"mma  W.  Rogers  died  in 
Albany,  A])ril  17,  1S65.  Mr.  Henry  A. 
Rogers  married  in  1866  Harriet  A.  Ells,  of 
Elmira,  N.Y.  lie  received  the  appointment 
of  I'ostmaster  at  Chenango  Forks  in  1865, 
and   held   that    office    till    his    death    in    1876. 
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Mrs.  Ely  has  two  sisters:  Helen  R.,  now 
Mrs.  J.  15.  Landfield,  of  15inghamton  (see 
sketch);  and  Grace  M.,  now  Mrs.  R.  D.  Jill- 
son,  of  Syracuse,  N.Y.  Mrs.  Jillson  is  a  fine 
elocutionist  and  Shakespearean  reader,  also 
an  original  humorist  and  an  interesting 
speaker  in  the  cause  of  temperance  and  other 
Christian  work.  The  sisters  have  all  been 
teachers  in  this  place.  Harriet  began  teach- 
ing at  the  age  of  eighteen  in  a  young  ladies' 
school  at  Binghamton,  conducted  by  Mrs. 
H.  W.  Shipman.  She  also  spent  several 
years  teaching  in  Dunkirk,  N.Y.  She  taught 
music  in  this  place  previous  to  her  marriage. 
In  May,  iSCS,  Miss  Harriet  E.  Rogers  was 
married  to  the  Rev.  Isaac  Mills  Ely,  who  came 
to  Chenango  I'^orks  in  the  winter  of  1866, 
as  acting  pastor  of  the  I-'irst  Congregational 
Church.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Ely  was  born  in 
I'^airfield,  Conn.,  January  14,  1819.  He  was 
the  son  of  David  and  Priscilla  (Sturges)  Ely, 
and  grandson  of  the  Rev.  David  Ely,  D.D., 
who  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  College  in  1769 
and  a  Trustee  of  that  institution  thirty-eight 
years.  He  was  jxastor  of  the  First  Church 
in  Huntington,  Conn.,  over  forty-two  years. 
Mr.  Ely's  mother  was  a  daughter  of  the  Hon. 
Jonathan  Sturges,  LL.D.,  of-  Fairfield,  and 
later  of  New  Haven,  Conn.  He  graduated 
from  Yale  in  1759,  was  a  Justice  in  the  high- 
est court  of  his  native  State,  and  twice 
elected  to  Congress  during  Washington's 
administration. 

Mr.  Ely  was  one  of  four  brothers,  all  of 
whom  were  graduates  of  Yale,  as  was  also 
their  father,  David    Ely.      Dr.  William   Wat- 


son Ely,  the  eldest  brother,  died  in  Rochester 
in  1S79.  David  J.  l-:iy,  Priscilla  S.  Ely,  of 
Rochester,  and  Jonathan  S.  lily,  of  New 
York,  are  the  only  surviving  members  of  the 
family.  After  leaving  college  in  1843,  Isaac 
Ely  entered  upon  his  chosen  profession  of  the 
ministry,  but  soon  had  to  give  it  on  ac- 
count of  ill-health.  He  was  Principal  of  a 
boys'  school  in  Shelby,  Tenn.,  for  a  year,  and 
then  resumed  his  ministerial  work,  but  was 
never  able  to  become  a  settled  pastor.  In  the 
last  years  of  the  war  Mr.  Ely  served  as  Chap- 
lain in  the  hospital  at  Alexandria,  Va.  Here 
he  performed  the  burial-service  of  over  three 
hundred  soldiers.  The  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  Post  established  in  Chenango  Forks 
in  1892  is  called  after  him,  Isaac  M.  Ely  I'ost. 

After  marriage  Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Ely  -went  to 
lillicottsville,  Cattaraugus  County,  N.Y., 
where  Mr.  Ely  supplied  the  Presbyterian 
church  for  one  year.  Their  daughter,  Emma 
Willard,  was  bom  here.  The  next  year  they 
returned  to  Chenango  Forks,  and  the  people 
•requested  Mr.  Ely  to  become  their  pastor' 
again.  In  1S72  Mr.  and  Mrs.  h'Ay  opened  a 
young  ladies'  school,  sparing  no  pains  or  ex- 
pense to  make  it  in  every  way  com])lete;  but 
after  a  few  years,  owing  to  failing  health  and 
a  change  in  the  school  system  of  the  village, 
they  were  obliged  to  discontinue  their  school. 

Although  no  longer  able  to  do  jxistoral 
work,  Mr.  Ely  was  active  and  interested  in 
everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the 
church  and  the  community,  and  was  a  close 
student  of  all  the  tojiics  and  questions  of  the 
day  to  the  close  of  his  life.      He  died  January 
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7,  iSSo,  beloved  and  esteemed  by  all  for  the 
purity  of  his  life  and  character  and  his  influ- 
ence as  a  Christian  gentleman.  His  wife, 
one  daughter,    and   two   sons   survive   him. 

After  her  father's  death  in  1S76  Mrs.  Ely 
and  her  family  lived  with  her  step-mother, 
Mrs.  Harriet  VAls  Rogers,  who  had  succeeded 
her  husband  in  the  post-office  of  Chenango 
Forks,  Mrs.  ICly  acting  as  assistant.  Mrs. 
Ely's  great-grandfather,  Simeon  Rogers,  was 
the  first  Postmaster  when  the  office  was  estab- 
lished in  the  town.  Her  grandfather,  John 
B.  Rogers,  succeeded  his  father,  and  held  the 
position  till,  as  he  said,  he  was  "polked  out" 
for  two  years  by  Dr.  William  Squires.  Dur- 
ing Buchanan's  administration  the  office  was 
held  by  Dr.  R.  R.  Carr.  In  1861  it  came 
back  to  her  uncle,  Theodore  S.  Rogers,  who 
was  Postmaster  till  the  appointment  of  Henry 
/\.  Rogers  in  1865,  as  above  noted.  In  1885 
it  [)assed  from  Mrs.  Harriet  K.  Rogers  into 
the  hands  of  Dr.  Z.  A.  Spendley,  Mrs.  lily's 
eldest  son  acting  as  clerk.  In  May,  1889, 
Mrs.  Ely  was  a])pointed  Postmistress,  her 
daughter  Assistant  Postmistress,  and  her 
son  William  clerk  for  two  years,  then  her 
son  Henry  took  the  jjlace.  In  July,  1893, 
Mrs.  ]'Ay  was  succeeded  iir  the  office  by  Mr. 
Barton  Harper.  Mrs.  ICly  and  her  family  now 
reside  iii  Binghamton,  where  her  daughter, 
iMiima  Willard  P'ly,  is  an  accom[)lished  musi- 
cian ami  teacher,  ller  elder  son,  William 
Rogers  Ely,  is  a  book-keeper  in  the  employ 
of  the  Binghamton  Trust  Company.  Henry 
Sturges  Ely,  the  younger,  now  eighteen,  is  a 
student  in  the  high  school  of  this  city. 


For  twenty-five  years  Mrs.  Ely  was  more 
closely  identified  with  the  religious,  educa- 
tional, and  social  interests  of  Chenango  Forks 
than  any  other  woman  of  the  [)lace,  and,  occu- 
pying positions  of  public  trust,  showed  much 
executive  ability.  Mrs.  I-^ly  is  a  ready  and 
effective  writer  and  s[)eaker,  and  has  not  hesi- 
tated to  use  her  voice  and  [len  in  the  inculca- 
tion of  religious  and  nu)ral  truth  and  to  incite 
to  worthy  deeds.  P'or  several  years  she  was 
a  regular  correspontlent  of  the  news|)apers. 
She  has  given  interesting  and  [jointed  ad- 
dresses at  meetings  of  town  and  comity  Sun- 
day-school associations.  With  the  single 
aim  of  doing  good,  with  no  thought  of  seek- 
ing popularity,  she  has  simply  used  the  tal- 
ents given  her  for  improvement.  Having  a 
naturally  pleasant  voice  and  manner,  she  has, 
by  practice,  gradually  acquired  the  ability  to 
do  what  most  women  have  been  accustometl  to 
think  they  cannot  ilo,  speak  in  public.  Her 
influence  has  always  been  exerted  for  the  im- 
provement and  progress  of  church  and  society 
wOrk  among  the  young  people,  in  whom  she 
has   ever   been   deeply    interested. 


ICORGP:  ROGl'R.S,  a  retired,  farmer, 
■^1  living  at  his  [ileasant  homestead 
near  Chenango  P'orks,  was  born  in  1807, 
and  is  the  last  veteran  survivor  of  this  honor- 
able pioneer  family.  His  father,  Simeon 
Rogers,  who  was  born  in  1762,  came  to 
Broome  County  when  about  thirty  years  of 
age,  a  single  man,  with  John  Barker,  for 
whom   the   town   of   Barker   was   nameil. 
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Two  years  later  Simeon  Rogers  married 
John  ]5arker's  daughter  Mary,  wlio  was  then 
just  eigliteen.  They  were  the  first  couple 
married  here;  and  their  first  child,  Ciuiuucy 
Rogers,  whose  hirth  was  in  1794,  was  the 
first  white  child  horn  in  Barker.  The  family 
experienced  the  hardships  and  perils  as  well 
as  the  advantages  of  frontier  life.  Mrs. 
Rogers  on  two  occasions  narrowly  esca])ed 
death  at  the  hands  of  drunken  Indians.  The 
Rogers  chiklren  were  seven  in  number,  five 
suns  and  two  daughters;  and  all  except  one 
daughter  lived  to  adult  age,  married,  anil 
raised  families  of  their  own.  John  Harker 
Rogers,  the  second  chikl,  was  born  May  6, 
1796.  William  was  born  in  1798,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  near  Chenango  h^orks. 
Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  Lewis  Keeler, 
was  born  in  iSoi,  and  died  when  about  four- 
score. Eliza  was  born  in  1804,  and  died  in 
1S70.  George  was  the  sixth  child.  Charles, 
the  seventh,  was  born  in  1S09,  and  died  at 
the  age  (jf  sixty-one,  leaving  one  daughter, 
and  having  buried  one  at  twenty  years  of   age. 

George  Ivogers,  like  his  brothers  and  sis- 
ters, and  the  children  of  their  neighbors,  had 
only  the  advantage  of  the  district  school,  ex- 
cept for  a  few  months  ^vhen  he  attended  a 
subscription  school.  Ile.Nvell  remembers  the 
slab  seats  and  rutle  desks  of  that  old  time, 
which  were  primitive  indeed,  contrasting 
strangely  with  the  elegant  school  furniture  of 
the  present  day.  When  grown,  he  attended  a 
select  school  at  Greene.  Until  1861  he  re- 
mained at  home  the  most  of  the  time,  caring 
for  his   mother  and   sisters  as   they  had  cared 


for  him.  In  that  year  he  married  Elizabeth 
Near,  who  was  born  at  Rochester  in  1S30, 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Maria  (Van  Moosen) 
Near,  of  Mohawk,  N.Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rogers  have  one  son,  ICber  .S.,  a  farmer,  un- 
married,  living  at  home  with  them. 

Mr.  Rogers's  farm  consists  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acres.  It  is  a  beautiful  place,  and 
its  present  condition  proves  that  the  money 
and  labor  expended  here  were  profitably  em- 
ployed. Mr.  Rogers  makes  a  specialty  of 
dairying  and  stock-raising.  He  has  often  kept 
from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  cows,  making 
large  cpiantities  of  butter.  When  a  young 
man,  he  was  engaged  in  the  live-stock  trade  for 
the  h'astern  market.  In  politics  Mr.  Rogers 
is  Republican,  but  has  not  aspired  to  office, 
having  much  that  required  his  attention  at 
home.  For  the  past  ten  years  he  has  done 
but  little  farming.  l\Irs.  Rogers  has  three 
sisters  and  a  brother,  the  latter,  William 
Near,  ami  two  of  the  sisters,  Mrs.  Caroline 
Southworth  and  Mrs.  Eliza  Lentwiller,  living 
"in  Rochester,  N.Y.,  the  other  sister,  Mrs.' 
Joseph  Thomjjson,  in  Meriden,  Conn.  Mr. 
Rogers's  life,  though  a  very  busy  one,  has 
been  full  of  compensations;  ami  he  is  now 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  labor  in  pleasant 
retirement. 


"ON.  ORLOW  W.  CHAPMAN,  late 
Solicitor  -  General  of  the  Uniteil 
States,  is  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Edward  and  Elizabeth  (Fox)  Chapman,  who 
settled  in  Wintlsor,  Conn.,  about  the  year 
1660,  and   were   the   earliest   of  the  family  in 
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America.  lulward  Chapman  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Culonial  army  which  was  engaged  in 
fighting  the  Indians  in  those  early  days,  and 
died  from  a  wound  received  in  one  of  the 
skirmishes,  December  19,  1675.  I^'^  grand- 
son. Captain  Samuel  Chajjnuui,  lived  in  the 
town  of  Tolland,  Conn.,  and  was  also  a  man 
of  military  ardor  and  fighting  cpialities.  He 
was  Captain  of  the  "training  hand"  in  173C, 
and  died  in  the  service  of  his  country  during 
the  French  war.  His  son,  Samuel  Chapman, 
was  a  Colonel  in  the  Revolutionary  War;  and 
his  great-grandson,  the  Hon.  Calvin  Chap- 
man, was  the  father  of  the  subject  of  the 
present  sketch.  He  was  a  prominent  and 
respected  man  of  his  county,  and  received 
his  title  of  Honorable  when  representative  of 
his  district  in  the  legislature  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut. 

Orlow  W.  Chapman  was  born  in  the  town 
of  I'lllington,  Conn.,  January  7,  1S32,  son  of 
the  lion.  Calvin  and  Hortensia  (Dorman) 
Chapman.  As  was  the  fortune  of  all  farmer- 
boys,  his  early  education  was  confined  to  a 
few  months'  study  in  the  winters,  the  re- 
mainder of  his  time  being  occujjieil  with 
working  in  the  fields.  Later,  having  finislied 
his  preparatory  stuilies  in*  the  academy  at 
]{llington  and  at  Rlonson,  Mass.,  he  entered 
Union  College,  Schenectady,  N.Y.,  where  he 
received  the  degree  of  A. 15.,  and  was  elected 
a  member  of  tlie  I'hi  Beta  Kajjpa  Society,  in 
the  class  of  1854. 

While  pursuing  his  collegiate  course,  Mr. 
Chapman  eked  out  a  slender  income  by  teach- 
ing  during   certain   portions  of   the  year;  and 


after  his  graduation  he  taught  the  classes  of 
languages  in  the  Fergusonville  Academy  for 
one  year.  However,  as  he  had  not  intended 
teaching  for  a  jirofession,  he  soon  gave  this 
up,  and  in  the  fall  of  1855  entered  the  law 
office  of  Messrs.  Parker  &  Gleason  at  Delhi, 
Delaware  County,  N.Y.,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  at  the  general  term  of  court  at  Ovvego, 
N.Y.,  in  1S57.  In  1858  Mr.  Cliapman  came 
to  IJingh'amton,  where  he  soon  established  a 
fine  practice,  and  in  a  short  time  became  the 
acknowledged  leader  of  the  bar.  In  1 868  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  the  Hon.  C.  E. 
Martin,  which  lasted  till  that  gentleman  was 
appointed  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  The 
business  connection  then  formed  with  Mr. 
George  F.  Lyon  continued  until  Mr.  Chap- 
man's death.  Mr.  Chapman  was  aiipointed 
by  Governor  Morgan  District  Attorney  of 
Broome  County  in  1862,  aiul  re-electetl  in 
1865.  In  1867  he  became  State  Senator,  and 
returned  to  the  same  position  in  18G9.  In 
1872  Governor  Hoffman  made  him  a  member 
of  the  Constitutional  Commission.  He  was 
also  nominated  as  .Su[)erintendent  of  the  In- 
surance Department,  and  was  unanimously 
confirmed  by  the  State  Senate,  which  was  at 
that  time  Republican  in  politics.  He  re- 
signed his  position  as  member  of  the  com- 
mission, but  accepted  that  of  Insurance 
Superintendent.  So  acceptably  did  he  fill 
this  office  that  he  was  earnestly  solicited  by 
the  de])artnient  to  serve  for  another  term;  but 
this  he  absolutely  refused  to  do,  and  resigned 
January  31,1  876. 

Mr.  Chapman  was  a  member  of  the  Chicago 
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who  liad  so  recently  gone  from  us  under  such 
hopeful  auspices  to  assume  the  resiionsibili- 
tics  of  his  high  office,  that  he  whom  all 
would  miss  and  many  mourn,  had  been 
snatched  away  sf)  suddenly  from  a  life  fruitful 
in  usefulness  and  honors  beyond  the  measure 
of  us  all?  It  was,  alas!  too  true.  On  that 
sad  Sunday  morning  Orlow  \V.  Chapman,  the 
eminent  lawyer,  the  honored  public  official, 
the  exemplary  citizen,  the  accomplished 
gentleman,  the  genial  companion,  and  the 
unselfish  friend,  was  lying  dead  in  that  pleas- 
ant and  sorely  afllicted  home  in  the  ]"''ederal 
capital.  The  blow  had  fallen  swiftly  and 
almost  without  warning.  13ut  yesterday  he 
was  brave,  hopeful,  and  cheerful ;  and  to-day 
the  light  and  life  were  gone.  Yet  quickly  at 
that  bedside  and  over  that  stricken  form  gath- 
ered the  friends  who  hail  known  him  but  a 
few   Ijrief   months,    yet   friends   of   whom 

'  None  knew  liim  but  to  love  Iiim, 
Nor  named  him  but  to  praise.'  " 


|1':V.  AUSTIN  GRIFFIN,  pastor  of  the 
Tabernacle  Methodist  Church  of 
Binghamton,  N.Y.,  was  born  in 
Westford,  Otsego  County,  I\;bruary  i,  1836, 
son  of  Augustus  and  l^sther  (Skinner)  Griffin. 
His  grandfather  was  a  descendant  of  old 
Colonial  settlers  of  New  ICngland,  and  was 
one  of  the  pioneer  farmers  of  Otsego  County. 
Augustus  Griffin  was  born  on  the  home  farm, 
and  remained  there  all  of  his  life,  with  the 
exception  of  fourteen  years  which  were  spent 
in  Broome  and   Delaware   Counties.      He  died 


in  Westford  in  1856.  Mrs.  Fsther  -S.  Griffin 
was  born  in  Schoharie  County  in  18  13,  and  is 
still  living.  She  was  the  tlaughter  of  John 
antl  Anna  Skinner,  they  being  sterling 
Ouakcrs  of  the  old  school  from  Massachusetts, 
belonging  to  a  family  of  the  earliest  settlers 
of  that  State.  At  the  death  of  her  husband 
she  was  left  with  four  children. 

Austin,  the  eldest  of  the  family,  was 
twenty  years  of  age  at  that  time.  He  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education  at  West- 
ford, later  pursued  his  academic  studies  at  the 
Laurel  Bank  Seminary  at  Deposit,  Delaware 
County,  after  which  he  engaged  in  business 
as  a  builder  at  Worcester,  Otsego  Cijunty, 
N.Y.,  for  three  years.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  he  became  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
I'^piscopal  church,  and  entered  the  ministry 
when  he  was  twenty-four  \ears  old.  His  first 
apjxiintment  was  from  the  <  )neida  Conference 
in  i860,  at  Schuyler's  Lake,  Otsego  County, 
where  he  had  two  very  successful  years  in 
building  up  the  church.  I-'rom  there  he  went 
to  Laurens  in  the  same  county,  and  served 
that  church  for  two  years,  and  thence  to 
Otego,  Otsego  County,  for  two  years  more. 
During  his  term  at  this  latter  place  he  super- 
intended the  repairing  of  the  church,  leaving 
it  for  his  successor  in  excellent  condition. 
After  this  for  three  years,  the  church  laws 
having  extentled  the  perioil  of  residence  of 
ministers,  he  did  heavy  and  earnest  work  in 
Hartwick  and  Jacksonville  churches,  ]ireach- 
ing  in  each  every  Sunday.  He  repaired 
these  churches,  purchased  and  fitted  up  a  par- 
sonage,   and   conducted    a    successful    revival, 
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completely  transforming  the  community  of 
Jacksonville,  and  gaining  for  the  ministry 
of  his  church  three  prominent  young  men  of 
that  town. 

The  Ivcv.  Mr.  Griffin  had  now  become 
recognized  as  a  worker  of  such  value  and 
importance  to  the  communion  that  many  con- 
gregations were  desirous  of  his  services.  He 
was  sent  to  an  adjoining  charge,  that  of  Mil- 
ford,  where  he  repaired  the  church,  his  pre- 
vious e.\i)erience  in  building  enabling  him 
to  make  the  purchases  of  material,  hire  work- 
men, and  superintend  the  entire  virork  him- 
self, besides  the  extra  labor  of  securing  the 
money  to  pay  them.  For  the  last  si.\  months 
of  his  years  there  he  preached  four  times  each 
alternate  Sunday,  and  was  superintendent  of 
two  Sunday  -  schools,  besides  leading  two 
classes.  Under  the  pressure  of  this  too  ex- 
cessive labor  in  his  Master's  vineyard  his 
health  became  impaired,  and  he  was  sent  to 
Oneonta  for  lighter  work,  that  being  the  lead- 
ing appointment  in  Otsego  County.  The 
church  was  new,  and  he  had  there  two  pleas- 
ant and  prosperous  years.  15eing  then  invited 
by  the  church  of  Carbondale,  Pa.,  to  become 
their  [laslor,  he  labored  three  years,  and  had 
the  satisfaction  of  greafly  strengthening  the 
church  b)'  a  large  number  of  accessions 
through  his  zeal.  As  seemed  to  be  his  usual 
work  in  a  new  field,  he  had  to  superintend  the 
repairing  of  the  church  edifice.  At  the  close 
of  his  term  in  Carbondale,  in  1875,  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Centenary  Church  in  Hing- 
hamton,  N.Y.,  where  his  ministry  was  a  most 
successful   one.      His  next   pastorate,  and   one 


of  the   most   pleasant,  was   at   West    Pittston, 
Pa.,  in  the  Wyoming  valley. 

On  leaving  that,  he  succeeded  the  Rev. 
William  H.  Olin,  D.D.,  as  presiding  elder 
of  the  Wyoming  District,  the  most  important 
one  of  the  conference,  as  it  includes  from 
forty-four  to  forty-six  charges,,  among  them 
the  cities  of  Wilkesbarre  and  Scranton,  Pa. 
His  duties  being  to  hold  quarterly  services  in 
each  church,  he  ordinarily  held  three  quar- 
terly meetings  every  Sunday.  Among  other 
good  results  of  his  leadership  were  the  in- 
crease of  ministers'  salaries,  the  enlargement 
of  benevolent  and  church  work,  new  and  im- 
proved churches  and  parsonages.  This  term 
of  service  was  for  four  years;  and  he  retained 
his  home  in  West  IMttston,  giving  him  a  resi- 
dence of  seven  years  in  that  delightful  town. 
At  the  close  of  his  term  in  the  district  he 
went  to  Kingston,  the  seat  of  tlie  conference 
seminary.  He  was  there  only  two  years, 
when  an  imperative  call  from  the  Central 
Church  at  Wilkesbarre  came  for  him.  The 
'Kingston  [leople  protested  strongly  against ' 
his  removal,  his  relations  with  them  and  the 
faculty  of  the  seminary  being  so  cordial  and 
pleasant  and  to  himself  so  enjoyable;  but 
the  Bishoji,  feeling  that  he  was  needed  at 
Wilkesbarre,  appointed  him  to  that  charge. 
He  remained  there  for  four  years,  and  was 
then,  in  April,  1S91,  unexpectedly  appointed 
to  the  Tabernacle  Church  of  ]5inghamton, 
N.Y.,  to  which  charge  he  was  returned  in 
1893.  'I'he  accessions  to  the  church  have 
been  remarkable  by  conversions  of  over  one 
hundred  and  forty  persons.      The   pastor  takes 
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great  interest  in  tlie  Sunday-school,  in  which 
he  teaches  tlie  iJiblc  class.  Mr.  Griffin  rep- 
resented the  Wyomint;  Conference  at  the 
General  Conference  held  in  18S4  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  at  Omaha  in  1892.  He  was  for 
a  number  of  years  a  Trustee  of  Wyoming- 
Conference  .Seminary,  and  for  several  years 
has  been  a  member  of  the  ]5oard  of  Confer- 
ence Trustees  and  its  Secretary.  He  has 
worked  for  tliirty-threc  years  in  the  confer- 
ences consecutively,  has  answered  to  his 
name  at  the  roll-call  of  each,  has  never  taken 
a  vacation  to  exceeil  two  consecutive  Sab- 
baths, and  has  not  been  a  Sunday  away  from 
his  congregations  in  thirty-three  years,  except 
when  attending  General  CDnference.  lie  has 
received  a  nundier  of  inx'itations  to  transfer 
his  services  to  other  conferences,  but  has  re- 
solved to  finish  his  work  where  he  has  labored 
for  so  many  years. 

The  following  "  Retrospect,"  from  the  pen 
of  the  Kev.  11.  R.  Clarke,  D.D.,  of  IJingham- 
ton,  will  be  of  interest  in  this  connection  : 
"In  the  fall  and- winter  of  1S72-73  a  few  of 
the  members  of  the  Centenary  Church  started 
a  prayer-meeting  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Chenango  River,  in  what  was  then  known  as 
Miss  Ingall's  School-room  "on  Front  Street, 
a  few  doors  north  of  Main.  The  interest  of 
these  meetings  increased,  and  thus  became  a 
nucleus  for  the  Methodists  in  the  western 
part  of  the  city.  Tliis  muvement  soon  ri- 
pened into  an  organization  of  the  Second 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Bingharaton. 
Arcjunil  what  spot  the  jirojected  organization 
should  gather  and  locate  was  a  matter  of  con- 


siderable interest.  A  providential  opening 
was  obtained  of  a  lot  on  the  south  side  of 
Main  Street  and  east  of  Arthur  Street.  The 
lot  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  feet  on 
Main  Street  and  two  hundred  antl  twelve  feet 
on  Arthur  Street.  The  price  paid  was  twelve 
thousand  dollars.  There  was  a  small  house 
on  the  south  end  of  the  lot,  since  enlarged 
and  adaiitetl  to  the  immediate  needs  of  the 
parsonage.  In  the  spring  of  1S73  applicatidU 
to  the  Annual  Conference  held  in  Waverly, 
N.Y.,  Bishoj)  Ames  presiding,  for  a  distinct 
church  appointment,  though  against'  strong 
remonstrances,  was  successfully  made;  and  the 
Rev.  A.  D.  Alexaiuler  was  appointed  the  first 
pastor  of  the  Main  Street  Church.  A  tempo- 
rary structure  called  the  Tabernacle  was 
erected.  It  was  eighty  by  thirty  feet  and 
twelve  feet  high.  It  was  placed  on  the  ex- 
treme east  side  of  the  lot,  so  as  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  erection  of  a  more  permanent 
structure  at  a  future  time  on  the  central  por- 
tion of  the  same.  Six  hundretl  chairs  were 
provided.  The  Taljernacle  was  the  scene  of 
great  harmony  and  zeal,  and  many  were  here 
added  to  llie  cluirch.  The  charge  began  with 
alxnit  forty  members,  but  at  the  end  f)f  the 
first  year  there  were  two  hundred  and  twent)'- 
nine  members  antl  one  hundred  and  sixty-five 
on  probation.  The  prosperity  of  the  church 
financially  has  been  more  than  satisfact(jry  :  it 
has  been  phenomenal.  The  church  pro]3erty 
has  risen  from  thirteen  thousand  five  Inuulred 
in  18S0  to  sevent)'  thousand  in  1892.  The 
inilelitedness  is  less  now  than  when  the  church 
was  first   organized.      The  membership   of   the 
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church,  including  probationers,  cUiring  the 
twelve  years  has  risen  from  two  hundred  and 
fifty-six  to  seven  hundred  and  forty-five,  be- 
sides about  one  hundred  removed  to  Clinton 
Street  and  Lester  Shire.  To  be  more  particu- 
lar, during  the  tliree  years'  incumbency  of  the 
Rev.  A.  D.  Alexander  the  number  reported 
rose  from  nothing  in  1S73  to  three  hundred 
and  eighty  in  1S76.  During  the  three  years 
of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Harroun  they  fell  to  two 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  in  1879.  During 
the  three  years  of  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Sumner  they 
rose  to'- three  hundred  and  sixty-two  in  1882. 
During  the  two  years  of  the  Rev.  E.  Caswell 
they  rose  to  four  hundred  and  sixty-seven  in 
1884.  During  the  two  years  of  the  Rev. 
v\.  L.  Smalley  they  rose  to  five  hundred  and 
fifteen  in  1 886.  During  the  five  years  of  the 
I'lev.  G.  M.  Colville  they  rose  to  six  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  in  1891.  During  the  one 
year  of  the  Rev.  Austin  Griffin  they  rose  to 
seven  hundred  and  forty-one  in  1892,  besides 
the  transfer  of  one  hundred  or  more  to  Clin- 
ton .Street  and  Lester  Shire  during  the  year 
1 89 1.  Great  hojies  are  now  indulged  by 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  Tabernacle 
Church  from  the  promise  of  help  by  the  ICp- 
worth  League  in  iiromoting  the  spirituality 
and  increasing  the  interest  and  the  nicmber- 
sliip  of  the  church.  May  God  bless  the  Tab- 
ernacle Church,  and  increase  her  jiiely  and 
numbers !  " 

The  Rev.  Austin  Griffin  was  married  Feb- 
rnary  I,  1857,  to  IMiss  Rosalie  O.  La  Moure, 
of  East  Worcester,  Otsego  County,  N.Y., 
daughter  of   Isaac    L.  and   Orillie   La  Moure. 


The  La  Moure  family,  as  the  name  indicates, 
were  of  I'rench  origin.  The  father  was  a 
prominent  man  in  Worcester,  being  Super- 
visor for  a  number  of  years  of  his  town,  and 
previous  to  the  time  of  his  residence  in 
Worcester  was  a  merchant  in  Albany,  N.Y. 
He  afterward  returned  to  Worcester,  where  he 
retired  from  business,  remaining  there  until 
his  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griffin  have  one 
son,  A.  La  Moure,  living  in  Binghamton. 
Me  was  educated  in  the  Wyoming  Seminary. 
The  R.ev.  Austin  Griffin  is  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  ability  in  his  chosen  field;  a 
devoted  pastor,  beloved  by  his  congregations; 
a  gentleman  of  cultivation  and  refinement, 
esteemed  by  his  brother  miiristers  and  re- 
spected  by   his   fellow-citizens. 

Since  the  foregoing  sketch  was  written  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Griffin  has  accepted  the  position  of 
Agent  of  the  Preachers'  Aiil  Society  of  the 
Wyoming  Conference,  to  which,  at  the  ear- 
nest recpiest  of  the  conference  at  its  recent' 
meeting,  early  in  the  present  year,  1894,  he 
was  appointed  by  Bishop  Hurst.  The  pur- 
pose is  to  raise  a  fund  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  to  be  permanently  invested  for 
the  benefit  of  worn-out  preachers  and  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  preachers. 
Tlic  movement  is  strongly  indorsed  and  sus-. 
tained  by  the  Hon.  William  Connell,  of 
Scranton,  I'a.,  and  other  wealthy  Methodists 
of  the  conference.  It  was  the  general  con- 
viction that  no  other  man  in  the  conference- 
was  so  well  qualified  to  have  charge  of  this 
work  as  Mr.  Griffin,  who  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  society  and-  has   its    interests 


BIOGRAPHICAL   REVIEW 


66i 


very  nnich  nt  heart,  and  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  entire  conference.  lie  will  continue 
to  reside  in  Bin'dianiton. 


(gTTAMES  VV.  LYON,  who  has  been  for 
many  years  connected  with  the  Fire 
Department  of  ]5inghamton,  N.Y.,  be- 
ing now  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners, was  born  on  Asylum  Hill,  September 
5,  1S38,  a  son  of  Isaac  D.  and  Ruth  Lyon. 
His  father  came  many  years  ago  from  Putnam 
County  to  that  place,  where  he  purchased  a 
tract  of  hea\ily  timbered  land,  cleared  uji  a 
farm,  and  established  a  home.  He  subse- 
quently sold  his  pi'operty  to  the  Inebriate 
Asylum,  and  a  portion  of  the  old  farm  now 
forms  part  of  the  site  of  the  State  Hospital. 
Mr.  Lyon  was  a  young  man  when  he  came  to- 
Hinghamton,  and  took  an  active  ]iart  in  the 
developiuent  of  the  city.  He  witnessed  its 
rajjid  growth,  and  took  an  interest  in  all 
movements  for  the  public  good.  He  died  in 
1S70,  having  reared  a  family  of  nine  children. 
His  S(in,  James  \V.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  received  his  etiueation  in  the  public 
schools  and  at  the  okl  Binghamton  Academy, 
whicli  then  stood  on  the  present  site  of  the 
couit-house.  After  leaving  school,  he  fduiul 
employment' as  a  clerk  for  his  brother;  but, 
this  sphere  of  action  being  too  circumscribed, 
he  awaited  his  opportunity  for  making  a 
change.  Having  his  attention  called  to  the 
attractions  of  the  Pacific  sloiJC  —  the  salubrity 
of  the  climate,  rich  mineral  resources,  and 
wide   area   of    unexplored    territory — he   em- 


barked in  February,  1862,  at  New  York,  and, 
making  the  journey  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama,  anived  in  San  h'ranci_sco  in  twenty- 
four  days.  He  remained  in  that  vicinity 
until  the  following  spring,  then  went  to  Port- 
land, Ore.,  thence  to  Bannock  City,  Idaho, 
where  there  were  some  new  camps,  and  then 
to  Placerville.  Here  he  found  things  suffi- 
ciently wilil  to  suit  his  taste,  and  went  to 
work  at  mining.  After  accumulating  some 
money,  he  put  his  belongings  on  two  pack 
animals  and  returned  to  Portland,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business  until  1S65. 
Having  had  enougli  of  frontier  life,  and  feel- 
ing a  longing  fur  home,  he  returnetl  to  New 
Yiirk  State,  and  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
liquor  business  in  Binghamton,  the  style  of 
the  firm  being  Lyon  &  J5i-other.  He  also 
went  into  the  manufacture  of  the  "Great 
.Saniturgat  Piitters, "  placing  the  goods  on  the 
market  without  having  secured  a  patent,  and 
relying  on  their  superior  cpiality  for  increas- 
ing his  sales.  He  still  continues  in  this 
business,  and  has  met  with  a  large  ai\d  grow- 
ing demand  for  his  product  throughout  the 
State  anil  elsewhere.  Remaining  in  the 
wholesale  licpior  business  imtil  July,  I.S92, 
having  for  some  time  been  exclusive  pro]irie- 
tor  and  manager,  he  has  since  continued  in 
the   retail    trade   at    that    [ilace. 

I'^nim  1S74  to  1876  Mr.  Lyon  was  Assistant 
ICngineer  of  the  I'ire  Department,  and  in 
1876  was  elected  Chief.  He  has  also  been 
President  of  the  l{\empt  Firemen's  Associa- 
tion, and  was  appointed  to  fill  a  vacancy  on 
the    Board    of    l-'ire    Commissioners   in    Jul)', 
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1S89,  which  position  he  still  retains,  having 
been  reappointed  in  l'\'bruary,  1893.  In 
social  matters  he  is  a  member  of  the  Anawam 
Tribe  of  Red  Men.  lie  married  Miss  Mary 
Kernan,  daughter  of  Patrick  Kernan,  of 
Owego ;  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  child, 
]5eulah  R.  Mr.  Lyon  is  very  well  and  favor- 
ably known  in  Binghamton,  and  is  a  man  who 
lives  up  to  his  sense  of  duty  in  his  relations 
with  his  fellow-men. 


RYAN  O'LOUGHLIN  was  born  in 
the  city  of  Limerick,  Ireland,  1835, 
son  of  Patrick  and  Ann  (O'ConnoU) 
O'Loughlin,  of  the  same  place.  The  father 
was  a  real  estate  owner,  and  derived  his  liv- 
ing from  his  rentals.  In  1850  he  came  to 
America,  and  bought  the  farm  now  owned  by 
his  son  Bryan  in  the  town  of  Kirkwood,  N.Y. 
The  country  was  so  wild  and  unsettled  that, 
after  [nirchasing  his  property,  he  had  to  set  to 
work  cutting  down  trees  to  make  a  road  to 
his  contemplated  farm.  The  log  house  which 
he  built  then  for  his  first  home  is  still  stand- 
ing, and  is  one  of  the  antiquities  of  the  town. 
Two  years  after  he  came  to  America  his  wife 
and  son  Bryan,  whom  he  had  sent  lor,  arrived 
in  l'hiladel[)hia  on  the  vessel  "Constitution," 
having  been  a  month  and  one  ilay  making  tiie 
voyage.  They  came  immediately  to  the  home 
Mr.  O'Loughlin  had  prepared  for  them;  and, 
as  he  was  an  aged  man  then,  Bryan,  having 
reached  his  fifteenth  year,  was  compelled  to 
assist  in  clearing  the  land  and  tilling  the 
farm.     As  there  was   plenty  of   wild  game  at 


this  time  in  these  forests,  their  table  was 
royally  supplied  with  venison  and  wild  tur- 
keys; and,  as  long  as  their  riiles  obeyed  their 
accurate  aim,  there  was  no  danger  of  suffering 
from  hunger.  There  were  eight  children  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Loughlin,  three  of  whom  ' 
are  now  living,  namely:  Mary,  widow  of  Pat- 
rick Quirk,  residing  in  Binghamton;  Bryan; 
and  John,  living  at  Kirkwood.  The  father  and 
mother  lived  to  advanced  old  age,  and  died  on 
the  home  farm,  cared  for  and  tended  with 
filial  love  and  devotion  by  their  son  Bryan. 
They  were  strict  members  of  the  Catholic 
church,  and  their  home  was  often  visited  by 
the  mission  priest  from  Binghamton.  Bryan 
O'Loughlin  received  a  fair  education  in  Ire- 
land, and,  when  he  came  to  this  country,  was 
old  enough  to  be  of  special  assistance  to 
his  father  in  the  management  of  the  farm. 
Afterward  he  worked  out  by  the  month,  re- 
ceiving only  eight  dollars  per  month  for  his 
labor.  His  first  purchase  of  laml  was  in  part-" 
nership  with  his  brother  Patrick,  and  con- 
sisted of  sixty  acres.  He  and  the  heirs  of  this 
brother  still  own  this  tract,  a  separate  one 
from  the  old  home  farm  he  had  bought  from 
his  father,  and  on  which  he  now  resides.  He 
has  been  a  hard-working  man,  and  now  owns 
one  luuKlred  and  fifteen  acres,  on  which  he- 
has  jnit  all  the  modern  improvements;  and, 
besitles  cultivating  his  land,  he  manages  a 
dairy   of   fine   Ilolstein   cattle. 

When  he  was  about  thirty-five  years  of  age," 
Mr.  Bryan   O'Loughlin   was   married   to   Miss 
Ann  McCabe,  who  was   born    in    Ireland.      Of 
the  five  children   born   to   them,  four  are   now 
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living,  namely:  James,  at  present  attending 
school  in  Niagara,  N.V.;  Bernard,  living  in 
Owego,  N.Y.  ;  Mary,  in  ]5inglianiton ;  and 
Anna,  at  home.  The  motlier  died  in  18S4, 
aged  fifty-two  years,  serenely  entering  into 
rest  fortified  with  all  the  graces  and  sacra- 
ments of  the  Catholic  cluirch,  of  which  the 
family  are  devoted  members. 

Mr.  O'Loughlin  is  politically  a  Democrat, 
and  has  been  Assessor  in  his  town  for  nine 
years.  He  is  a  man  entirely  devoid  of  osten- 
tation, although  he  has  won  success  in  all  his 
undertakings.  Industrious,  economical,  and 
of  good  judgment,  he  has  [jromiuently  identi- 
fied himself  with  the  growth  of  his  town. 
His  hospitality,  with  his  genial  and  courteous 
manner,  is  proverl)ial ;  and  in  every  respect 
he  is  considered  a  foremost  and  valuable 
citizen. 


NDREW  J.  BUTLER,  M.D.,  a  promi- 
nent pliysician  and  surgeon  of  the 
town  of  Colesville,  was  born  in 
Roxbury,  Delaware  County,  N.Y.,  April  7, 
1832.  His  parents  were  the  Rev.  Stephen 
W.  and  Mary  (Ncsbit)  Butler.  The  father 
was  born  on  Long  Island,  and  the  mother  in 
Englanil.  The  Doctor's  pateriial  grandfather, 
Jolm  Butler,  who  was  a  resident  of  Long 
Island,  removeil  to  Delaware  County  among 
tJie  early  settlers  of  that  place,  and  there  car- 
ried on  general  farming  until  his  death,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years. 

Of  his  five  children,  four  are  still  living, 
and  all  of  them  over  eighty  years  of  age. 
They    are:   Stejjhen    \V. ;    Charles,    living    in 


Fulton  County,  New  York;  Timothy,  in  Illi- 
nois; and  William,  in  Schenevus,  Otsego 
County,  N.Y.  The  Rev.  Stephen  W.  Butler 
has  been  a  clergyman  of  the  liberal  Christian 
type  for  many  years,  and  has  been  engaged  in 
his  profession  in  New  York  City  for  a  time, 
and  also  in  the  southern  tier  of  counties  in 
New  York  State.  lie  was  born  on  November 
5,  1804,  and  his  wife  in  1806.  She  died  in 
1889,  aged  eighty-three  years.  They  moved 
to  Ouaquaga  about  the  year  1 867,  where  Mr. 
Butler  has  resided  ever  since.  Their  family 
of  four  children  grew  to  maturity,  but  only 
two  are  living  at  present:  Dr.  Andrew  J.; 
and  Stephen  VV.,  Jr.,  a  clergyman  of  the 
Congregational  church  and  a  resident  of 
Omaha,    Nel). 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  seminary 
at  Roxbury,  his  native  town,  and  was  a 
schoolmate  of  the  late  Jay  Gould.  After 
-leaving  school,  he  entered  the  ofifice  of  Dr. 
Dexter,  of  Utica,  N.Y.,  for  the  purpose  of 
studying  medicine.  He  was  with  this  gentle- 
man for  three  years,  and  then  attended  the  old 
Berkshire  Medical  College,  from  which  he 
graduated.  Besides  the  diploma  of  that  insti- 
tution, he  has  three  or  four  from  other  medical 
societies.  When  lie  left  college;  he  located 
Ills  ofiicc  first  at  Chatham  l'\;ur  Corners, 
Columl)ia  County,  N.Y.,  where  he  remained 
three  years.  In  December,  1864,  he  removed 
to  West  Colesville,  Broome  County,  and  was 
there  for  two  years.  .  Having  received  flat- 
tering calls  to  come  to  Ouaquaga,  March  15, 
1866,  Dr.  Butler  opened  an  office  here,  and 
immediately  entered    into  successful  i)ractice. 
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He  is  now  the  senior  physician  in  this  vicin- 
ity, and  his  professional  services  extend  over 
a  large  area  of  territory.  He  is  a  universal 
favorite,  and  iiis  ministrations  are  soiiglit  for 
far  and  near;  and  his  reputation  as  a  reliable 
and  careful  practitioner  is  secontl  to  none  in 
the  county.  Dr.  fiutler  was  married  in  1853 
to  Miss  Amanda  Starks.  She  dieil  in  1856, 
leaving  one  daughter,  Addic,  wife  of  William 
M.  Francis.  The  Doctor  was  again  married 
in  1865,  his  second  wife  being  Miss  l\Iary 
Jane  Booth,  who  was  born  in  Dutchess 
County,  a  daughter  of  Sylvester  and  Maria 
(Dutcher)  Booth.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  five  children,  three  sons  and 
two  daughters,  namely:  Andrew  J.,  living  at 
Wells'  Bridge,  Otsego  County,  a  successful 
physician  of  that  place;  diaries,  a  student  of 
medicine  in  Albany  College,  New  York 
State;  Wright,  a  pupil  in  Windsor  Academy; 
Carrie,  Mrs.  Herbert  Cole,  of  Jersey  City; 
antl  Maud,  at  home.  Mrs.  Butler  is  Methodist 
Episcopal  in  her  religious  belief ;  while  the 
Doctor  is  liberal  in  his  views,  ami  is  not  con- 
nected with  any  particular  sect.  I'oliticall)', 
Dr.  Butler  is  strongly  anchored  in  the  Repub- 
lican i)arty.  He  is  a  member  of  Ouaquaga 
Tribe,  No.  94,  Improved  Order  of  Reil  Men, 
and  also  of  the  Ih'oome  County  Meiiical 
Society. 

jHARLRS  K.  SMITH,  a  useful  and 
esteemed  citizen  of  Binghamton, 
N.Y.,  comes  from  a  long  line  of 
American  patriots.  It  would  seem  from  the 
family  records  that  they  were  original  settlers 


in  Long  Island,  and  of  German  descent.  The 
first  authentic  history  shows  that  John  Smith, 
the  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  a  soklier  of  the  Revolution,  and 
that  the  grandfather,  John  Smith,  Jr.,  served 
in  the  War  of  18 12,  and,  being  captured  by 
the  British,  was  kept  prisoner  for  some  time. 
When  peace  was  declared  and  he  had  returned 
to  his  home,  he  moved  from  Long  Island  to 
Pennsylvania,  into  a  portion  of  the  country 
which  was  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness. 
He  went  there  witli  teams,  and  with  his  axe 
cut  his  way  through  the  woods  to  make  a  road. 
He  followed  the  trade  of  house  carpenter,  but 
found  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  succeed,  as 
there  was  but  very  little  call  for  his  services 
in  that  section;  and  he  often  had  to  travel  ten 
and  fifteen  miles  to  find  employment.  He 
had  sold  his  farm  t)n  Long  Island,  hoping  to 
better  his  condition  by  going  into  the  new 
country  of  Pennsylvania.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty -seven.  His  father,  the  Revolution- 
ary iiero,  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-three. 

John  II.  Smith,  son  of  John  Smith,  Jr.,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Wayne 
County,  Pennsylvania,  April  19,  1S29,  and 
became  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  town 
of  Sheinian.  He  was  for  ten  years  Tax  Col- 
lector of  the  [dace,  and  has  filled  different 
local  offices.  He  served  his  country  faith- 
fully in  the  late  Civil  War.  He  married 
Miss  Sarali  Travis,  who  was  born  at  Hale's 
luldy,  Delaware  County,  N.V.,  and-  died' 
when  her  son  Charles  I'^  was  five  months  old. 
Her  father,  Gilbert  Travis,  was  a  pioneer  on 
the  banks  of  the  Delaware  River  in  New  York 
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State,  and  lived  in  the  troublons  times  when 
lliey  liad  to  keej)  watch  at  night  ai^ainst  the 
wolves  and  the  equally  ilangeroiis  Iinlian,  who 
lianntcd  their  settlements.  His  wile  was 
Miss  Katherine  Whittaker,  u(  an  old  and 
well-known  family  ot  the  State  of    New  York. 

Charles  I'".,  smi  of  John  II.  anil  Saiah 
(Travis)  Smith,  was  born  at  Sherman,  Wayne 
Connty,  Pa.,  May  12,  1S57,  and  received  his 
elementary  education  in  the  district  school  of 
his  county,  and  later  attended  the  academy  at 
Deposit,  N.Y.  Leaving  school,  he  engaged 
as  clerk  in  a  store  at  Starrucca,  Pa.  He  sub- 
sequently received  the  appointment  of  Post- 
master at  Sherman,  Pa.,  and  held  the  office 
during  the  four  years'  administration  of  Presi- 
dent Hayes.  He  came  to  the  city  of  Bing- 
hamton,  N.Y.,  in  the  year  iSSr,  and  entered 
with  C.  D.  Middlebrook  as  salesman  in  the 
wholesale  and  retail  lumber  yard,  where  for 
the  past  three  years  he  has  been  foreman, 
with  a  force  of  twelve  men  under  him.  Since 
residing  in  Pinghamton,  Mr.  Smith  has  twice 
hekl  the  office  of  official  Insi)ector  of  I'21ec- 
tions,  and  was  elected  Alderman  for  the  years 
of  1892-93,  to  represent  the  I'irst  Ward,  by 
the  largest  majority  ever  polled  in  that  ward, 
lleserx-ed  on  the  Committees  of  (~)rdinance, 
J'rinting,  and  l'"ii-e.  While  he  was  a  resident 
of  Sherman,  he  was  'Preasurer  of  the  town, 
resigning  that  position  when  he  removed  to 
Binghamton. 

On  Ajiril  10,  i.S/iS,  Mr.  .Smith  married 
Miss  Delia  Greenmun,  daughter  of  Charles 
Greenmun,  of  Sherman,  I'a.,  for  many  years 
Justice  of   the    Peace,  and   now   Postmaster  of 


that  place.  Her  family  have  been  identified 
with  that  town  for  over  eighty  years.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith  have  had  four  children  born 
to  them,  of  whom  only  two  survive;  namely. 
May  !■:.  antl  P'rederick  Arthur.  Mr.  Smith 
built  for  hiniself  in  1S87  a  hands(jme  resi- 
dence. No.  35  Prosjject  Street.  Politically, 
he  is  a  Democrat,  earnestly  believing  in  the 
princi|des  and  traditions  of  the  party,  which 
he  is  ever  ready  faithfully  tn  defend  and  to 
uphold.  In  his  religious  oiiinions  he  follows 
the  faith  of  the  ]?aptist  church.  In  the 
fraternal  orders  Mr.  Smith  is  a  mendier  of 
Thompson  Lodge,  No.  866,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  P'ellows,  of  Thompson,  Pa.,  and 
of  Wamsutta  Tribe,  No.  37,  Improved  Order 
of  Red  Men  in  ]5inghamton.  Since  his  resi- 
dence in  liinghamton  Mr.  Smith  has  proved 
himself  a  worthy  and  upright  citizen,  and 
both  in  the  civic  and  business  interests  of  the 
city  has  shown  cnmmendalde  activity  and 
energy. 


I':NKr>lAL  JOSHUA   WIHTNICY,  the 


•5  I  enterprising  and  elficient  agent  oi 
Mr.  William  Bingham,  to  whom  the  city  of 
Binghamton  owes  its  origin,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Hillsdale,  Columbia  County,  N.Y., 
August  24,  1773,  son  of  Judge  Joshua  and 
Hannah  (Greene)  Whitney,  and  grandson  of 
Thomas  Whitney,  who  tiled  in  1776.  'Plie 
emigrant  ancestors  of  the  family  were  John 
and  rneanor  Whitney,  who  came  from  I'Jig- 
land  to  Massachusetts  in  the  early  half  of  the 
seventeenth  century.  Judge  Whitney  was 
born  November  27,   1748,  and  died   September 
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26,  1793.  Mis  wife  Hannah  was  born  Sep- 
tember 14,   1748,  and  died  August  17,   1793. 

In  1787  Judge  Joshua  Whitney  and  his 
uncle,  General  William  Whitney,  with  their 
families  and  their  friend,  Henry  Green,  lo- 
cated themselves  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Chenango  River,  about  two  miles  above  its 
junction  with  the  .Susc|uehanna  River,  on 
what  was  afterward  called  Whitney's  I'lats. 
When  they  came  from  Hillsdale,  the  journey 
was  made  by  wagons  through  a  country  where 
they  found  small  settlements  from  three  and 
four  to  thirty-five  miles  apart,  and  the  roads 
only  Indian  trails,  where  they  had  to  cut  away 
the  ti'ees  to  allow  their  conveyances  to  pass. 
Where  they  settled,  they  were  com]ilctely  iso- 
lated, as  their  nearest  neighbors  were  about 
forty   miles   distant,  at   Tioga    I^>int. 

In  the  year  1791  )-oung  Joshua  was  sent  by 
his  father  to  Philadelphia  with  a  drove  of 
cattle.  The  journey  was  made  almost  through 
a  pathless  wilderness,  the  difficulties  being 
increased  by  the  straying  away  of  his  cattle 
from  the  places  where  they  browsed  at  night. 
But  he  was  fortunate  in  losing  none;  and 
after  many  weary  weeks  he  reached  his  des- 
tination, and  disposed  of  his  stock.  It  was 
while  in  I'hiladelphia  at  this  time  that  he 
became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Binghaili,  for 
whom  he  afterward  became  the  agent  of  his 
large  patent  in  15roome  County.  Two  years 
later  his  father,  on  returning  from  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  had  been  to  purchase  goods, 
was  stricken  with  yellow  fever  in  a  public 
house  at  a  place  called  the  Wind  Gap.  Word 
was  immediately  sent  to  Joshua,  who  arrived 


just  in  time  to  close  the  eyes  of  his  dying 
father,  although  the  landlord  and  family 
strongly  importuned  him  to  avoid  the  risk  of 
infection.  The  contagious  nature  of  the  dis- 
ease had  frightened  the  inmates  of  the  house 
to  such  an  extent  that  the  afflicted  son  was 
obliged  to  bury  his  father,  with  the  aid  of 
two  negroes,  at  midnight  of  the  same  day. 
The  children  of  Juilge  Whitney  were  as  fol- 
lows: Joshua;  Sarah,  Mrs.  William  Guthrie; 
Thomas,  whose  wife  was  J'olly  Gilbert;  John, 
who  married  I'olly  Bortles;  Hannah,  Mrs. 
Samuel  Stowe;  Lucy,  Mrs.  I-'ranklin  Morse; 
Olive,  Mrs.  Christojjher  ICldridge;  I'lben,  who 
married  Sally  Greene;  and  William,  whose 
wife   was   Charlotte   Park. 

Prior  to  the  year  1799  tlie  village  of  Bing- 
hamton  was  not  on  the  site  where  the  city 
now  stands.  A  small  place  called  Chenango 
Village,  about  one  mile  above  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Chenango  River,  at  the  foot  of 
Prospect  Hill,  had  made  some  j^rogress ;  but, 
when  General  Whitney  became  in  the  year 
1800  the  agent  for  Mr.  Bingham,  who  owned 
the  Bingham  Patent,  he  concluiled  that  the 
location  now  occupied  by  the  city  of  Bing- 
hamton  was  a  more  advantageous  one  than 
that.  The  place  he  chose  was  more  desirable 
because  it  was  situated  at  the  confluence  of 
the  two  rivers,  Chenango  and  Susquehanna, 
and  was  oji  the  line  of  the  great  Western  road 
which  was  just  then  ojjened ;  and,  moreover, 
this  was  included  in  the  Bingham  Patent,  as 
the  former  was  not.  He  therefore  did  every- 
thing possible  to  divert  the  attention  of  set- 
tlers   toward    what     he    called     the     "rising 
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village";  and  not  only  did  he  buy  a  number 
of  buildings  from  the  old  village,  but  bore 
the  expense  of  their  removal  to  the  new  loca- 
tion. This  incipient  village  was  called  Che- 
nango I'oint,  but  in  time  was  corru[)te(l  into 
"Clicnang  l"inl";  and  even  to  this  day  the 
proud  city  of  ]5ingliamt(ni  is  often  jocularly 
I'eferred  to  by  tliat  liumble  name.  Under  the 
tlirection  of  Mr.  ISingham,  General  Whitney 
had  the  ground  early  laid  out  into  streets  and 
lots.  In  the  year  1 801  he  cleared  a  lot  and 
built  a  handsome  residence  on  Water  Street, 
which  stood  there  for  many  years.  It  may  be 
a  matter  of  interest  to  insert  here  a  letter 
bearing  date  of  February  21,  1 800,  of  I\Ir. 
William  Bingham,  tlie  owner  of  the  patent, 
to   General    Whitney: — 

Sir, —  In  consideration  of  the  proposals 
you  have  made  to  me  by  which  you  engage  to 
remove  to  the  new  town  whicii  I  have  laid  out 
at  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Chenango  and 
Susquehanna,  and  in  consideration  of  your 
exertions  in  extending  the  settlement  of 
tlie  town  and  your  services  in  superintending 
and  disposing  of  the  land  which  belongs  to 
me  in  the  neighborhood,  I  readily  accede  to 
the  proposition  you  made,  and  will  convey  to 
you  the  square  on  the  jjlot  of  the  town  which 
you  have  preferred,  and  will  dispose  of  two 
others  to  you  on  moderate  terms  for  tiie  pur- 
])ose  of  immediate  imjjrovement.  The  Farm 
No.  T,y  in  the  vicinity  of  tlie  town  which  you 
are  desirous  .of  possessing  I  will  sell  you  for 
the  veiy  low  price  of  five  dollars  per  acre,  and 
I  make  this  sacrifice  as  an  additional  incen- 
tive to  benefit  me  by  your  service.  1  shall 
forward  you  a  |)ower  of  attorney  to  enable  you 
to  act    for   nie,  and    request   you   to  give  every 


information  that  can  lead  me  to  form  a  proper 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  property.  I 
shall  at  the  same  time  fix  the  compensation 
that  I  shall  l)e  willing  to  allow  you  for  your 
trouble  in  making  the  sales  of  these  lands. 
Vou  must  Uike  care  to  prevent  all  lumber 
from    lieing   cut    that    is  of   a    valuable    kintl. 

Wishing  you  success  in  all  your  0[jera- 
tions,    I    am   truly   yours,    etc. 

William   Bln'oilam. 

To  Mr.  Josiiu.\  Wuitntcy. 

yVnother  letter  from  Mr.  Bingham  to  the 
same,  dated  August  20,  1800,  and  now  in 
possession  of  General  Whitney's  great-grand- 
daughter. Miss  Fli/.a  Cameron  Smith,  con- 
tains the  following,  sliowing  the  interest  that 
Mr.  Bingham  took  in  the  new  village: — ■ 

"I  am  hap]iy  to  find  tliat  you  are  making- 
such  progress  in  procuring  settlers,  and  that 
you  have  made  such  a  handsome  addition  for 
building  a  comt-house.  I  much  a])])rove  of 
the  institution  of  a  library  in  your  [irujected 
town,  not  only  as  a  rational  resource  to  the 
mind  and  furnishing  agreeable  occupation, 
but  as  inducing  an  attention  to  literary  infor- 
mation and  instruction,  which  is  usually  at- 
tended with  :m  attachment  to  good  princi[)les 
of  g(;vernnient.  1  shall  eitlier  sid)scribe  to 
this  library  or  make  it  a  present  of  a  number 
of  suitable  books. "- 

For  over  forty  years  General  Whitney  was 
agent  f(ir  the  Bingham  estate,  and  during  all 
that  time  he  discharged  his  duties  with 
promjitness  ami  liilelity.  In  whatever  posi- 
tion he  was  placed,  he  alw:iys  proved  himself 
adetpiate  to  the  res|Jonsibility  imposed  iqion 
him.      It    may    safely   be   said    that    no    other 
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man  in  the  county  did  so  much  for  its  settle- 
ment and  the  improvement  of  Binghamtoii  as 
he  did.  lie  was  tlie  first  Postmaster,  being 
appointed  to  that  trust  by  I'ostmaster-Gencral 
Habersham,  of  Georgia,  lie  kept  tlie  office  at 
his  own  dwelling  at  Whitney's  ^'lats,  and  he 
had  the  contract  of  carrying  the  mail  from 
Catskill  to  this  place.  lie  was  for  a  great 
many  years  one  of  the  leading  politicians  of 
the  State,  was  a  member  of  Assembly  from 
this  county,  was  one  of  a  committee  of  three 
with  the  late  Judge  Van  Ness  antl  l\Ir.  l'",m- 
mett  to  whom  was  referred  tiie  subject  of 
dissolving  the  l'"ederal  party.  For  many 
years  his  influence  in  this  county  was 
irresistible. 

General  Joshua  Whitney  was  married  twice. 
Mis  first  wife,  Miss  Rhoda  Jewel,  was  born 
in  1774,  and  dietl  January  21,  1823.  To 
this  marriage  were  born  twelve  children, 
namely:  Pamela,  born  April  12,  1794;  Vir- 
gil, February  5,  1797;  Vincent,  May  23, 
1799;  George,  August  12,  iSoi;  Washington 
and  Franklin,  twins,  July  22,  1S03;  Joshua, 
Jr.,  December  17,  1S06;  Rhoda,  April  14, 
itioS;  William,  September  28,  1 8 10;  Mary, 
October  2,  1812;  Charles,  April  i,  1S15; 
and  Robert,  April  21,  iSlS.  In  the  marriage 
of  Pamela  Whitney,  the  eldest  daughter,  to 
Thomas  G.  Waterman,  the  union  of  two  of 
the  most  prominent  families  of  the  village 
took  place.  Mr.  Waterman  was  born  in  I'eb- 
ruary  of  17SS,  and  died  January  2,  1S62. 
Eight  children  were  born  to  this  marriage,  of 
whom  Mrs.  Rhdda  E.  White  —  who  was  the 
wife  of  Judge   White,    their  home   being  the 


handsome  residence  on  South  P""ront  Street, 
where  his  sisters  conducted  a  seminary  for 
young  ladies  which  was  celebrated  all  over 
the  United  States  —  is  a  writer  of  much  celeb- 
rity, and  now  resides  in  New  York  City. 
I  ler  daughter,  the  late  lamented  Mrs.  Jennie 
C.  (White)  Del  Bal,  who  died  in  New  Gra- 
nada of  yellow  fever,  falling  a  sacrifice  to  her 
humanity  in  caring  for  her  servants  stricken 
by  the  disease,  was  well  known  for  her  patri- 
otic efforts  in  the  cause  of  the  Union.  By 
retiuest  of  President  Lincoln,  she  wrote  to 
him  concerning  the  position  of  Americans  in 
New  Granada  at  that  time;  and  it  was 
through  her  efforts  that  the  United  States 
government  did  not  withdraw  their  protec- 
tion,   as   was   threateneil. 

Virgil  Whitney  married  in  1S19  Miss 
Marcia  Doty,  a  sister  of  the  first  wife  of  the 
Hon.  John  A.  Collier.  Four  children  were 
born  to  them,  of  whom  Mrs.  R.  A.  Ford  is 
now  the  only  survivor.  I""or  ninety-four  years 
Virgil  Whitney  was  a  resident  of  ]?ingham- 
fon,  and  during  that  time,  from  1823  to 
1S36,  was  Postmaster.  He  was  highly  re- 
spected, and  was  a  lifelong  Democrat.  Vin- 
cent Whitney  married  Miss  Susan  Harper  in 
1S23.  George  married  Miss  Sophia  Evans  in 
1824.  Washington  married  Miss  Caroline 
Park  in  1S26.  Franklin  married  Miss  Eliza 
Cameron  in  1826.  His  grand-daughter,  P^liza 
Cameron  Smith,  who  is  the  twenty-second  of 
the  Whitney  family,  resides  in  this  city. 
Joshua  Whitney,  Jr.,  receiving  from  his 
father  the  land  whereon  Richfield  Springs 
were    discovered,    made    his    home   there,   and 
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managed  the  Spring  House  for  twenty-five 
years.  lie  died  May  7,  1891,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years.  His  wife,  who  was  Miss 
Zarah  h^vaiis,  survives  him,  and  resides  at  tlie 
family  seat  known  as  Whitney  Place  at  Hing- 
hamton.      Rhoda  died  August  4,    1S08. 

William  Whitney,  having  been  in  delicate 
liealth,  visited  the  South,  and  while  in 
Washington,  D.C,  met  the  famous  Myra 
Clark,  to  whom  he  l^ecame  engaged;  anil,  in 
spite  of  her  guardian's  opposition,  they  were 
married,  she  having  stolen  away  from  lier 
guardian's  home,  and,  accompanied  by  her 
faithful  servant,  ridden  forty  miles  to  meet 
her  lover.  After  his  death  she  married  Gen- 
eral Gaines.  The  remarkable  series  of  law- 
suits to  establish  her  claim  on  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  commencing  in  1826  antl,  end- 
ing in  1S83,  through  which  was  woven  a 
chain  of  the  most  romantic  and  thrilling  cir- 
cumstances, form  a  part  of  the  civil  history 
of  America.  For  tifty-seven  years  she  made 
her  plucky  fight;  and  it  is  said  that  over  two 
thousand  lawyers  were  actively  engaged  at 
one  time  or  another  in  this  celebrated  case, 
many  fortunes  being  made  of  which  this  was 
the  foundation.  She  gained  her  suit,  the  city 
of  New  Orleans  being  decTared  her  debtor  to 
the  amount  of  two  million  dollars,  with  five 
per  cent,  interest  until  paid,  with  all  costs. 
She  died  on  January  9,  1SS5.  Mary,  the 
third  daughter  of  General  Whitney,  lived  and 
died  unmarried.  She  resided  witii  her 
brother,  Professor  Charles  Whitney,  the  noted 
ShaksiK'rean  reader  and  elocutionist.  He 
married   Miss    Emily  Clark,  an  English   lady; 


and  their  daughters,  Mrs.  Eawrence  and  Miss 
Jennie  Whitney,  survive  them. 

The  second  wife  of  General  Joshua  Whit- 
ney was  Miss  Julia  Crooki.'r,  wIkj  was  biirn  in 
Calskill,  N.Y.,  ill  the  year  1790,  and  tlied  in 
1874.  Although  the  extreme  difference  of 
twenty-three  years  existed  between  their  ages, 
it  was  a  most  happy  marriage.  She  was  a 
beautiful  woman,  and  was  always  the  object 
of  great  admiration  at  Saratoga  Springs, 
where  she  and  her  husband  generally  spent 
their  simnners.  No  children  were  born  to 
this  marriage.  Nine  of  his  children  were  liv- 
ing at  the  time  of  the  General's  death,  with 
forty  grandchildren  and  eight  great-grand- 
chiklren. 

General  Whitney  was  a  devoted  Iipiscopa- 
lian.  To  his  liberality  Christ  Church  of 
liinghamton  is  indebted  for  the  handsome  lot 
on  which  it  and  the  parish  house  adjoining  are 
built,  and  for  the  added  gift  of  six  thousand 
dollars.  The  General  was  a  man  of  large 
physical  [n'oportions,  weighing  in  the  latter 
l)art  of  his  life  nearly  four  hundred  pounds, 
and  at  that  time  unable  to  go  to  church,  as  he 
could  not  conveniently  occupy  the  family  pew. 
Some  of  his  friends  were  desirous  of  building 
for  him  a  large,  square  pew,  after  the  fashion 
of  those  in  the  churches  of  iuiglaiul  and  in 
a  few  Colonial  churches  still  existing  in 
America;  but  others  were  opposed  tu  it,  on 
the  i)lea  that  the  Whitncys  should  not  run  the 
church.  The  controversy,  which  promised  to 
be  quite  exciting,  was  abruj^tly  ended  by  the 
ileath  of  the  General  on  A[)ril   13,   1845. 

About    the   year    1825    Peter   Eorillard,   the 
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wealthy  tobacconist  of  New  York  City,  vis- 
ited General  Whitney,  coming  in  his  own 
conveyance  with  his  servants.  Mr.  Lorillard 
was  also  a  very  lieavy  man;  ami  his  private 
carriage,  which  was  built  expressly  for  him, 
was  roomy  and  coinft>rtable,  and  hung  on  very 
low  springs.  When  Mr.  Whitney's  guest 
deciiled  to  return  to  New  York,  the  spring 
freshet  had  overflowed  the  country,  and  it  was 
found  necessary  for  Mr.  Lorillard  to  avail 
himself  of  the  plebeian  stage-coach;  and,  not 
being  able  to  transport  his  carriage,  he  sold  it 
to  Mr.  Whitney,  and  it  was  ever  known  after- 
ward in  Bingliamton  as  the  "Lorillard  char- 
iot." A  little  estimate  of  the  cost  of  trav- 
elling from  New  York  City  to  Chenango 
Point  is  shown  in  a  bill  found  among  the 
family  papers,  datetl  January,  i<S27,  sliowing 
the  General  paid  thirty-se\'en  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents  for  a  trip  from  that  city  to 
his  home. 

General  \Vhitney  lived  to  see  the  hamlet  of 
a  few  scattered  houses  grow  into  an  incorpo- 
rated village  in  which  there  was  not  a  public 
improvement  toward  which  lie  had  not  con- 
tributed advice  ami  pecuniary  aid.  His 
memory  is  still  cherished  in  the  city  of  Bing- 
hamton,  the  tradition  of  liis  career  as  a  youth- 
ful pioneer  in  the  beautiful  valley  of  the 
Chenango  being  handeil  down  from  family  to 
family.  lie  was  buried  in  the  shadow  of  the 
l']piscopal  church  of  which  he  was  such  a 
benefactor,  and  the  universal  mourning  was 
attested  by  the  concourse  of  citizens  who  at- 
tended his  funeral.  His  remains  were  after- 
ward   taken   up  and    interred    in   the   beautiful 


lot   of  the   Whitney   family  in    Spring   h'orest 
Cemetery. 

fAMIvS  C.  HI':AVKN  was  born  May  19, 
1854,  in  the  town  of  Windsor,  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides.  Mis 
father,  Thomas  Beaven,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Red- 
norshire,  Englantl,  March  16,  1S16,  son  of 
Thomas  Beaven,  who  was  a  farmer  in  that 
country.  Thomas  Beaven,  Jr.,  married  Sarah 
Davis,  a  daughter  of  Edward  Davis,  of  Red- 
norshirc.  lulward  Davis  married  Sarah 
Lewis;  and  to  himself  and  wife  were  born 
nine  chililren,  of  whom  six  are  living:  David; 
Mary;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Thomas  Beaven;  Jane; 
Stephen;  and  Esther.  Catherine,  Edward, 
and  lilizabeth  died  young.  The  mother  of 
these  children  dieil  in  England,  at  the  age  of 
seventy  -  three.  The  father  died  there  at 
seventy-six   years  of  age. 

Their  daughter  Sarah  was  born  July  13, 
iSiS;  and  in  July  of  1843,  some  time  after 
her  marriage  to  Mr.  Beaven,  they  emigrated 
to  America,  making  the  journey  in  the  good 
ship  "Siddons,"  taking  five  weeks  and  two 
days  for  the  voyage.  Settling  first  in  Al- 
bany, N.Y.,  lie  livetl  there  for  some  two  or 
three  years,  and  then  removed  to  the  town  of 
Windsor,  which  was  all  unimproved  and  heav- 
ily timbereil  land.  Here  he  [nirchased  one 
hundred  aj^nd  fifty  acres,  and  built  a  log  house, 
which  he  residetl  in  until  he  erected  his  hand- 
some frame  dwelling  in  1 86 1.  Erom  time  to 
time  Thomas  Beaven  bought  land  adjoining 
liis  farm,  until  at  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was    one    of    the    largest    land-owners   in    the 
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town,  having-  seven  hundred  acres,  where  he 
conducted  general  farming  with  lumber  and 
dairy  enterprises.  Prominent  in  the  Metho- 
dist church,  of  which  he  was  an  excellent 
member,  a  solitl  Ivcpublican  in  his  jjolitics, 
and  a  successful  and  pidilic-spirited  man,  he 
died  full  of  years  and  honoi",  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five,  April  28,  1S91.  His  wife  still 
resides  on  the  old  home  farm,  an  active  lady 
of  seventy-six  years.  They  reared  a  family  of 
seven  children,  of  whc)ni  six  are  living:  Ed- 
ward D.  ;  Joshua  G.  ;  Stephen  L.,  a  farmer  in 
Susquehanna  County,  Pennsylvania;  James 
C. ;  ICsther  J.;  and  Mary  A. —  all  of  whom, 
with  the  exception  of  Stephen,  reside  at 
Windsor.  Thomas,  the  eldest  son  of  the 
family,  was  a  member  of  Company  F,  One 
Himdred  and  h'orty-fcjurth  Regiment,  New 
York  Volunteers,  was  taken  prisoner,  and 
died  in  Libby  Prison,  aged   twenty-two  years. 

James  C.  Beaven  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  his  native  town,  and  grew  to 
manhood  on  the  home  farm,  where  he  has 
always  resided.  He  now  owns  this  place, 
which  consists  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 
H-e  manages  a  dairy,  keeping  thirty  cows, 
Holsteins,  Durhams,  and  Jerseys,  and  is  also 
extensively  engaged  in  sheep-raising,  having 
eighty   head. 

Mr.  Beaven  was  married  on  June  13,  1SS4, 
to  Miss  Ada  Andrus,  who  was  born  in  Wind- 
sor, daughter  of  Erastus  and  Sophronia 
(Smith)  Andrus.  ICrastus  Antlrus  was  a 
licensed  minister  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  was  also  a  farmer.  He  died  at  about  the 
age  of   fifty-two   years.      His  widow,  who  was 


born  June  25,  1S36,  now  resides  in  Windsor 
Village.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Beaven  was  Josei)h  Andrus,  who  was  a  farmer 
in  the  town  of  Windsor,  where  he  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy.  His  father  was  Allen  An- 
drus, one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town  of 
Windsor.  To  the  l\ev.  E.rastus  Andrus  and 
his  wife  were  born  four  girls:  Ida  IC,  wife  of 
Varin  Townsend,  residing  in  Binghamton; 
Ada,  Mrs.  Beaven;  Lucy,  Mrs.  Robert 
Saxby;  and  Bertha  G.,  Mrs.  William  Pultz, 
residents  of  tlie  town  of  Windsor.  Mrs. 
Beaven's  father  was  boi-ii  Ai)ril  16,  1S37, 
and    died    December  g,    1889. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beaven  have  two  children: 
James  Floyd,  born  July  28,  18S9;  and  Nellie 
May,  born  August  14,  iSgi.  The  family 
belong  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
and  Mr.  Beaven  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 
Mr.  Beaven  is  much  respected  in  his  town,  by 
those  especially  who  appreciate  his  steady  in- 
dustry and  uprightness;  and  he  is  well  known 
throughout  the  county  as  one  of  its  most  use- 
ful citizens. 


-oiy  HERMAN  C.  PAGE,  a  farmer  in  the 
/^Z^  town  of  Triangle,  Broome  Comity, 
has  lived  on  his  present  [dace,  in 
District  No.  4,  for  sixty-two  years.  He  is 
[larticularly  a  Broome  County  man,  Iiaving 
always  lived  within  its  borders,  and  is  well 
known  as  a  citizen  possessing  excellent  final- 
ities of  heart  and  mind.  His  occupation  has 
always  been  that  of  farming,  so  that  he  has 
been  free  from  the  annoying,  harassing  ele- 
ments of  other  callings,    and,    with    his   mind 
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uiitranimcllcd  by  the  more  perplexing  prob- 
lems of  the  comnierci;il  world,  has  led  a  com- 
paratively peaceful  lile,  thus  develoi)iiig  a 
harmonious  character. 

lie  was  born  near  the  place  where  he  now 
lives,  l'"ebruary  23,  1S30.  His  father  was 
Rufus  I'age,  who  was  born  in  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  in  17SS,  and,  when  a  younic  man, 
came  to  IJroome  County.  Me  died  in  I  85  I  on 
the  farm  where  Sherman  C.  now  lives.  The 
father  of  Riifus  was  years  ago  a  prominent 
and  successful  farmer  near  Binghamton.  He 
and  his  wife,  who  twice  gave  birth  to  twins, 
spent  many  happy  days  in  that  part  of  the 
county,  bringing  up  twelve  children.  He 
was  injured  by  lightning  when  standing  under 
a  large  tree,  ami  died  from  the  effects;  ami 
all  of  the  immediate  family  have  some  time 
since  followed  him  to  the  silent  land.  Nancy 
Mggleston,  formerly  of  Waterbury,  Conn.,  was 
married  in  ]?roome  County  to  Rufus  Page 
about  1819.  'They  were  lifelong  farmers, 
and  reared  five  children,  namely:  Sophronia, 
who  was  married  to  Wright  Fish,  and  died  at 
Great  Bend,  I'a.,  leaving  one  daughter;  Jared, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years, 
about  1S40;  Sherman  C. ;  Lavantia,  who  was 
married  to  John  llagerman,  and  ilied  in  iS6j, 
when  fort)'-one  years  old,  leaving  four  chil- 
dren; and  Mortimer,  a  grocer  and  photogra- 
pher of  Lenox,  la.,  having  a  wife  and  two 
daughters  living.  The  motlier  of  these  chil- 
dren  died   in    1867,   aged  sixty-seven  years. 

Sherman  C.  Page  was  brought  up  on  the 
farm,  and  received  a  fair  education  in  the  dis- 
trict  schools.      He   was  a   steady,  industrious 


bfiy,  and  always  remainetl  inuler  the  parental 
roof;  and,  although  his  mind  would  some- 
times wander  out  into  tlie  great,  unseen 
world,  he  was  spared  the  many  temptations 
that  there  await  the  voyager  on  life's  tem- 
pestuous sea,  and  grew  up  amitl  the  sweet  in- 
lluences  of  a  country  home,  umler  a  mother's 
loving  care.  He  was  married  in  June,  1854, 
to  Sarah  L.  Putts,  of  Connecticut,  a  daughter 
of  Z.  D.  anil  Luthenia  (Adams)  Putts,  her 
mother  being  a  lineal  descendant  of  John 
Adams,  the  second  President  of  the  LTnitecl 
States,  elected  in  1797.  In  1852  Mr.  and 
Mrs. 'Butts  came  to  Broome  County,  where 
she  died  in  1859,  when  fifty-four  years  old, 
and  Mr.  Butts  in  1874,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  years.  Mrs.  Page  has  two  brothers: 
William,  living  in  Oneonta,  Otsego  County; 
and  L)aniel,  at  Whitney's  Point,  Broome 
County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Page  have  lost  one 
daughter,  Grace  \l.,  who  was  married  to  Pro- 
fessor -Sheldon,  of  Colgate  University,  Hamil- 
ton, N.Y.,  anil  died  in  Octoljer,  1SS4,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-six  years.  The  living  children 
are:  P^lorence  E.,  wife  of  the  Rev.  IJ.  D. 
MacLoren,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  having  one 
daughter;  and  Louie  I.,  who  married  ]5urton 
B.  Swetland,  a  son  of  the  Rev.  D.  W.  Swet- 
land.  Their  home  is  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.; 
and  they  have  one  daughter,  Grace,  a  sweet 
little   girl   pf   seven   months. 

Socially,  Mr.  Page  is  a  cordial,  pleasant 
gentleman,  free  from  cant  and  hypocrisy. 
Politically,  he  has  been  a  Republican,  and 
still  believes  in  many  of  the  principles  of 
that  organization;  but    he  is  a  man  having  the 
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couraf^c  oi  liis  convictions,  and,  realizing  the 
ininicnsc  iiowcr  of  the  li<(iior  Iranic  over  all 
Ihc  old  parties,  has  espousetl  the  cause  of  I'ro- 
hibition,  and  is  able  to  j^'ive  a  good  reason  for 
his  action.  Religiously,  ]\Tr.  and  Mrs.  Page 
are  connected  with  the  Congregational  church. 
They  are  not  bound  by  any  cast-iron  creed, 
but  are  liberal,  high-minded  Christians.  He 
is  a  Deacon  in  tlie  church,  and  is  not  secta- 
rian or  in  any  sense  bigoted.  lie  is  a  Con- 
gregationalist  because  that  denomination, 
perhaps  norc  nearly  than  any  other,  has  the 
polity  of  the  early  churches  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, the  individual  churches  being  indepen- 
dent, free  from  formalism,  where  one  does  not 
lose  individuality,  but  can  be  a  free,  honest 
Christian,  and  has  no  high  courts  of  human 
authority,  and  recognizes  no  overseer  but 
Jesus  Christ.  Thus  surrounded,  the  lot  of 
Mr.  Page  is  cast  in  ])leasant  places;  and  his 
biography  will  indicate  to  many  the  path  of 
honest  endeavor,  and  his  example  furnish  a 
stimidus  to  lead  better  lives  and  become  true 
men. 


^ARWIN  FELTKR,  .Superintendent 
of  the  Iiinghamton  Water-works, 
was  appointed  to  tliat  positiim  April 
15,  1S75,  .\l  ih.it  lime  Ihe  city  watiT  supply 
was  a  serious  question,  the  works  already  con- 
structed being  inadequate  and  in  bad  con- 
dition, pumping  only  about  four  hundreil 
thousand  gallons  per  day,  and  financially  hav- 
ing an  annual  deficiency  of  from  three  thou- 
santl  to  five  thousand  dollars.  Under  these 
circumstances   Mr.    I-"clter   was  called   to  take 


charge,  and  time  has  fully  demonstrated  the 
wisdom  of  such  selection.  lie  speedily  [ilaced 
the  works  in  excellent  condition,  increasing 
the  supply  to  three  million  seven  hundred 
and  sixt)'-five  thousanil  and  forty-three  gallons 
[jcr  day,  having  now  nearly  forty-nine  miles 
of  mains,  against  the  twenty-two  of  former 
years;  and,  notwithstanding  all  this  increase 
of  capacity  and  consequent  exiiense,  the  man- 
agement has  been  such  that  for  the  past  ten 
years  the  woiks  have  been  self-supporting. 
The  lai-gc  Gaskell  engine,  having  a  capacity 
for  twelve  million  gallons  every  twenty-four 
hours,  the  Holly  (|uadruplex,  which  is  in- 
tendeil  for  a  reserve  engine,  and  many  other 
improvements  and  additions  have  all  been 
placed  under  the  immediate  supervision  of 
Mr.  Felter;  and  everything  works  smoothly 
and  perfectly.  No  water-works  in  the  coun- 
try, not  excepting  the  large  cities,  can  show 
a  more  perfect  system  in  all  its  details. 

Darwin  h'elter  was  born  in  North  Pilen- 
heim,  Schoharie  County,  N.Y.,  September 
17,  1S38.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  and  learned  the  trade  of  millwright 
after  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  serving  an 
apprenticeship  of  four  years  with  John  L. 
Patchen.  He  was  naturallv  adapted  to  me- 
chanical construct  idii,  and  th(U"<uighl)'  mas- 
tered this  calling.  ll.u'ing  confidence  in  his 
ability,  he  started  out  for  himself,  working  in 
many  different  places  in  New  York,  Penns3'l- 
vania,  and  other  States,  building  mills,  tan- 
neries, and  other  structures  requiring  thorough 
knowledge  and  skill  in  the  business.  He 
made  New  Milford   his  home  until  the  time  of 
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his  marria;^c,  December  19,  1853,  since  which 
date  he  has  resided  in  ]5inghamton,  although 
frequently,  in  the  course  of  his  business, 
called  away  to  other  places.  Prominent 
among  those  by  whom  his  services  were  in 
request  were  John  Anderson  and  J.  B.  Weed, 
who,  with  others,  recognizing  his  ability, 
particularly  with  reference  to  the  management 
of  complicated  machinery,  recommended  him 
for  his  present  position. 

Mr.  Felter  has  been  twice  married.  His 
first  wife,  Sarah  A.  Baird,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Haird,  of  ]?inghamton,  died,  leaving  two 
chikhen:  Nellie  ]•!.,  wife  of  the  Hon.  ]).  R. 
Munro,  of  Shoshone,  Idaho;  and  William  D., 
now  in  a  dry-goods  house  in  Albany,  N.Y. 
Mr.  h'elter's  present  wife,  with  whom  he  lives 
at  No.  30  Conklin  Avenue,  was  before  mar- 
riage Miss  Margaret  S.  Stannard,  of  Elmira, 
N.Y.  Mr.  Felter  is  a  public-spirited  man, 
and,  before  entering  upon  his  jiresent  duties, 
held  for  two  terms  the  office  of  Supervisor  of 
the  Fifth  Ward.  Since  his  appointment  to 
the  charge  of  the  water-works  he  has  refused 
to  allow  liis  name  to  be  considered  in  connec- 
tion with  any  office.  He  is  a  member  of 
Otseningo  Lodge  and  Binghamton  Cha[")ter, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.  During  all  his  political  life 
he  has  been  a  strong  and  uncompromising 
Republican. 

The  accompanying  portrait  of  Mr.  Felter, 
which  his  friends  will  have  no  difficulty  in 
recognizing,  shows  a  man  with  a  genius  for 
mechanics;  a  clear-headed  man,  observant  and 
calculative,  possessed  of  excellent  executive 
ability  and  skill  in  direction,  and,  at  the  head 


of    the    water-works,    emphatically    the    right 
man    in   the   right   place. 


ON.  I'LDMUND  O'CONNOR,  the  dis- 
tinguished Senator  representing  the 
Twenty-fifth  District,  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Broome,  Chenango,  Cortland, 
Tioga,  and  Delaware,  New  York,  was  born 
near  Mallow,  Cork  County,  Ireland,  Novem- 
ber, 1848.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1851 
his  parents  emigrated  to  the  United  States, 
and  settled  at  Little  Falls,  Herkimer  County, 
N.Y.  ]$y  the  death  of  his  father,  who  was 
killed  by  accident  in  1862,  he  was  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years.  Previous  to  tliis  he  had  profited  by 
the  excellent  educational  facilities  afforded 
in  the  parochial  and  public  schools  of  Little 
Falls;  and,  having  acquired  a  taste  for  learn- 
ing, he  worked  with  a  will  in  the  hammer  and 
blacksmith  sliops  of  the  railroad  at  Little 
l'"alls,  ami  thus  managed  to  secure  means 
enough  to  attend  the  Little  I'alls  Academy, 
going  from  there  to  the  academy  at  Delhi, 
N.Y.,  where  he  was  graduated  with  honor  in 
1 868,  both  of  these  institutions  being  in 
charge  of  the  well-known  and  highly  efficient 
Professor  Miller. 

Always  ambitious  to  make  a  name  for  him- 
self, "Excelsior"  was  his  motto;  and  to  this 
end  he  burned  the  midnight  oil,  and  stored  his 
mind  with  useful  knowledge.  Having  de- 
cided on  law  as  his  profession,  he  commenced 
reading  in  the  office  of  Judge  Roll  in  H. 
Smith   at   Little    Falls,   and   was   admitted   to 
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the  bar  October,  1870,  at  Oswego,  N.Y.  In 
the  year  1S73  Mr.  O'Connor  removed  to 
]5inghaniton,  where  he  opened  an  office  in 
partneiship  with  William  J.  Ludden,  ICsq., 
now  a  Judj;e  in  'J"r(j)',  N.Y.  The  firm  con- 
tinned  for  a  few  years,  wlien  Mr.  O'Connor 
withdrew,  and  starteil  [jract ising  alone.  l'"rom 
his  very  first  case  before  the  courts  in  Bing- 
hamton  he  attracted  attention  by  his  clear  and 
forceful  manner  and  his  remarkable  forensic 
ability,  lie  was  almost  instantly  successful; 
and  step  by  step  he  advanced  in  his  pro- 
fession, until  to-day  he  stands  in  the  highest 
rank  of  I^inghamton's  foremost  lawyers.  He 
has  been  engaged  in  many  cases  that  have 
attracteil  more  tlian  local  attention,  among 
them  being  the  criminal  suit  of  tlie  People 
Trrsus  Daniel  Monnglian,  apprehendcil  for 
murdei-,  whom  he  defended  and  the  jury  ac- 
quittetl.  He  was  also  attorney  for  the  re- 
ceiver of  the  Iron  Hall  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  where  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 
dollars  were  involved,  resulting  in  over  one 
huntlrcd  different  litigations.  Since  18SS  he 
has  had  associated  with  him  Rollin  \V. 
Meeker,  Esq.  A  born  lover  of  politics  and 
naturally  a  strong  partisaii,  he  very  soon  be- 
came one  of  the  leaders  Mf  the  Republican 
parly,  and  in  all  campaigns  has  always  been 
among  the  speakers  relietl  on  for  good  work 
by  his  |iarty. 

In  iSSo  Governor  Cornell  aiipointed  Mr. 
O'Connor  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Bing- 
hamton  As)lum  for  the  Chronic  Insane,  whicli 
position  he  still  holds,  and,  as  .Senator,  has 
done  much   toward   securinij;  aid  for  this  insti- 


tution from  the  State.  Since  1881  he  has 
been  Chairman  of  the  Auditing  Committee 
of  the  Board  of  Tiaistecs,  and  over  a  million 
of  dollars  has  ])assed  under  his  supervision. 
This  is  the  only  ollice  he  ever  helil  |)rior  to 
his  election  as  .Senaloi'.  In  1890  Mr.  O'Con- 
nor received  the  flattering  nomination  for 
Senator,  to  which  office  he  was  elected  by  a 
very  large  majority;  and  so  well  did  he  rep- 
resent his  district  that  he  was  renominated, 
and  was  again  elected  by  a  jilurality  of  two 
thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-six  votes. 
Mr.  O'Connor  holds  a  distinguished  rank  in 
the  Senate,  where  his  ability  is  recognized  in 
his  being  made  Chairman  of  some  of  its  most 
important  committees,  such  as  Judiciary,  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  and  Rules.  In  the  session  of 
1894  Senator  O'Connor  had  a  large  number  of 
bills  changing  the  judicial  system  of  the 
State.  But  his  cliief  bill  was  a  political  one 
]3rovi(ling  for  an  equal  division  of  the  election 
officers  of  the  State  between  the  Republican 
and  Democratic  parties,  the  object  being  to 
secure  pure  election  by  giving  each  of  the 
strong  political  parties  the  same  power  at 
the  polls.  In  another  bill  .Senator  O'Connor 
deprived  the  .State  Commission  in  Lunacy  of 
its  power  to  supervise  the  financial  accounts 
of  the  State  llos[)ital  for  the  Insane.  He 
also  introduced  ;i  bill  m.aking  an  ajipropriation 
of  twenty-five  thousaml  dollars  for  the  armory 
at  Walton,  N.Y.;  a  bill  for  the  insurance  of 
State  buildings;  a  bill  authorizing  the  filling 
of  vacancies  in  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion; a  bill  for  the  making  of  repairs  to  the 
State   Stoiehouse,  anil  many  otliers   of   practi- 
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cal  value.  The  most  important  one,  however, 
to  the  citizens  of  Binghamton,  was  an  act 
appropriating  not  more  than  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  for  the  construction  of  a 
viaduct  at  the  railroad  crossing  at  Chenango 
Street. 

Mr.  O'Connor  was  married  November  18, 
18S0,  to  Miss  Murphy,  of  Deposit,  N.Y. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  chil- 
dren, of  whom  four  are  living;  namely, 
lulmund,  Helen,  William,  and  Florence. 
The  Senator  and  his  family  reside  in  an  ele- 
gant residence  on  Prospect  Avenue,  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  streets  in  ]5inghamton.  They 
arc  members  of  St.  Mary's  (Roman  Catholic) 
Church,  and  to  the  new  edifice  in  process 
of  construction  Senator  O'Connor  has  been 
a  most  liberal  contributor.  Me  is  a  man  of 
handsome  jiresence,  and  is  considered  one  of 
the  most  eloquent  and  impassioned  speakers 
in  the  Senate,  at  the  bar,  or  on  the  political 
platform.  The  history  of  this  gentleman  is 
an  interesting  one,  as  it  illustrates  the  force 
of  well-directed  ambition  coujiled  with  in- 
domitable will,  inilustry,  and  perseverance, 
luitirely  dejiendent  on  his  own  resources,  he 
has,  by  his  own  efforts,  worked  his  way  from 
a  poor,  frienilless  boy  tg  his  present  exalted 
position  as  a  Senator  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  His  active  and  useful  career  in  that 
august  body  thus  far  gives  every  promise  of 
a  continuance  of  the  prominence  he  has  at- 
tained; and  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  will 
maintain  his  high  standard  among  his  distin- 
guished colleagues  and  liis  constituents  in  the 
city  of  Binghamton. 


:iNA  A.  SMITH,  a  veteran  of  the  late 
f/  war,  having  served  for  three  years  in 
the  Construction  Corps  attached  to 
the  Army  Corps  in  the  extreme  Southern 
States,  is  now  a  farmer  and  successful  apiarist 
of  the  town  of  Windsor,  N.Y.  He  was  born 
in  this  town,  April  i,  1827;  and  his  parents 
were  Enoch  and  Electa  (Griggs)  Smith.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Broome  County,  and 
the  mother  was  born  in  Connecticut.  Ira 
Smith,  tlie  grandfather  of  Zina,  came  from 
one  of  the  Eastern  States  in  the  early  years 
of  the  settlement  of  Broome  County,  where 
he  bought  land  in  the  town  of  Windsor.  Ik- 
sides  farming,  he  here  followed  his  trade  of 
carpenter,  which  was  quite  remunerative  in 
those  days,  as  the  first  need  of  the  many  set- 
tlers arriving  was  to  have  habitations  built 
for  them.  He  and  his  wife  reared  a  family  of 
seven  children,  as  follows:  Willis,  Miles, 
Polly,  Julius,  Nathaniel,  Enoch,  and  Eliphat. 
Mr.  Ira  Smith  died  at  about  middle  age.  He  ' 
was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

ICnoch  Smith,  the  fifth  son  of  Ira,  was  born 
in  Broome  County,  and  grew  to  manhood  in 
the  town  of  Windsor.  He  owned  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  acres  of  land,  where  he  carried 
on  general  farming,  and  was  a  man  of  thrifty 
and  industrious  habits.  He  and  his  wife 
Electa  reared  a  family  of  seven  children,  of 
whom  five  arc  now  living,  as  follows:  Ira  and 
Zina  A.  ;''"Tirzah,  wiilow  of  G.  Alden;  So- 
phronia,  widow  of  Erastus  Andrews;  and  Sid- 
ney. The  two  who  died  were:  Theodore,  at 
the  age  of  thirty;  and  Alvin,  at  nineteen 
years.       ICnoch    .Smith    died    in    the    town    of 
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Windsor,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  lie 
was  a  stiiel  member  of  the  I'reshyteriaii 
eluireh,  ol  wiiieh  lie  was  a  Deacon  for  many 
years.  Ilis  wife  also  belonged  to  the  same 
church!  She  departed  this  life  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years. 

Zina  A.  Smith  was  eclucateil  in  the  district 
schools  and  in  the  academy  of  Windsor,  his 
native  town.  He  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade  at  about  the  age  of  twenty-one  years; 
but  ]irevious  to  this  he  had  worked  two  sea- 
sons on  a  farm,  receiving  thirteen  dollars  per 
month.  April  4,  1856,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Tine.  She  tlicd  in  186S;  and  Mr. 
Smith  married  again  on  March  26,  1869,  his 
second  wife  being  Miss  Harriet  A.  I'arke, 
who  was  born  in  the  town  of  Kirkwood, 
March  11,  1835,  a  daughter  of  William  A. 
and  Adeline  H.  (Alden)  I'arke.  Iter  father, 
William  A.  I'arke,  was  born  in  Schoharie 
County,  and  his  wife  in  the  town  of  Wind- 
sor. He  was  a  farmer  in  Kirkwood,  and  ri'- 
sided  there  until  his  death,  at  tlie  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  She  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three.  'J'hey  were  Haptists  in  their 
religious  belief,  and  Mr.  I'arke  was  a  Henio- 
crat  in  politics.  They  hail  live  children, 
namely:  llaniet  A.,  Mrs.  Smith;  Theiidore, 
a  farmer  of  Windsor;  Carrie  M.,  wife  of  Peter 
IJavidson,  a  farmer  of  Kii'kwood;  Virgil  A., 
a  contractor  and  builder  of  the  city  of  Bing- 
hamton;  and  Alice  I,.,  residing  in  Kirkwood 
at  the  old  homestead. 

Mr.  Smith  worked  at  his  trade  of  carpenter 
in  Windsor  for  many  years.  He  also  lived  in 
Colesville  for   about   two    years,    and    erected 


buildings  there  and  in  adjoining  towns.  The 
first  land  he  bought  was  a  tract  of  eighty  acres 
in  DcUii,  Delaware  County;  but  he  never  lived 
on  it.  When  he  sold  it,  he  purchased  another 
place  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  in  the 
town  of  Windsor,  but  dis|)osed  of  that,  and 
bought  a  farm  of  twenty-six  acres,  where  he 
now  resides,  and  on  which  he  raises  hay  and 
grass  principally,  and  conducts  a  dairy.  He 
is  particularly  interested  in  the  culture  of 
bees,  to  which  he  has  given  much  attention, 
anil  has  been  ver)'  successful.  He  now  has 
se\-enty-seven  stands.  The  children  of  Mr. 
and  Mi's.  Zina  A.  Smith  are  as  follows: 
Helen,  wife  of  William  H.  Smith,  a  nierchant 
in  Windsor;  Dalaverge  M.,  a  telegrajjh  ope- 
rator, residing  in  Pennsylvania;  George  P.,  a 
farmer,  ami  Mary  A.,  both  residing  at  home. 
Mr.  Smith  ;uul  his  wife  are  good,  earnest 
Christians,  and  are  active  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  Mr.  Smith  does  active 
service  in  the'  cause  of  the  Republican  party, 
of  which  he  is  a  devoted  adherent.  His  war 
record  is  of  the  very  best,  and  no  doubt  can 
ever  be  cast  u[)on  him  as  a  true  and  loyal  citi- 
zen of  this  ffreat  Union. 


^Y-'^^fl-^  ^^-  LUCAS  is  a  prominent 
farmer  of  the  town  of  Lisle,  and  is 
not  (Hily  successful  in  his  jsresent  oc- 
cujiation,  but  is  also  an  able  business  man. 
Being  a  competent  judge,  having  had  varied 
experiences,  he  appreciates  the  independence 
and  enjoyment  to  be  mainly  found  on  a  farm. 
Within  his  own  beautiful  domain    he  not  only 


BIOGRAPHICAL   REVIEW 


enjoys  the  sense  of  ownership,  but  is  satisfied 
that  his  prolific  fields  and  orchards  will  leave 
him  unharassed  from  the  anxiety  incidental  to 
other  pursuits  of  life. 

Mr.  Lucas  was  born  at  Triangle,  June  25, 
1855,  son  of  William  Lucas,  and  grandson  of 
Ezra  Lucas,  who  was  boru  y\pril  iS,  1789,  in 
Goshen,  Litchfield  County,  Conn.  Ezra  was 
the  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Thompson) 
Lucas,  old  and  respected  citizens  of  that 
county.  lie  was  reared  and  educatetl  in  his 
native  town,  and  removed  to  the  State  of  New 
York  in  1822,  acccmipanied  by  his  wife  and 
three  children,  making  the  journey  by  team. 
He  lived  in  the  town  of  Triangle  for  a  few 
years,  partially  clearing  the  lantl  he  bought 
and  engaging  in  farming,  and  afterward  re- 
moved to  the  village  of  Triangle,  remaining 
there  until  the  death  of  his  wife,  when  he 
made  his  home  with  his  children.  lie  tlied 
September  24,  1871.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  wife,  who  was  born  in  Canaan,  Conn., 
January  20,  1790,  was  Polly  Pendleton. 
Joshua  and  Deborah  Pendleton,  her  parents, 
were  natives  of  that  State,  and  removeil  to 
Broome  County  in  1S22,  residing  there  for  a 
few  years,  going  thence  to  Ohio,  where  they 
spent  their  last  days.  Mrs.  P'zra  Lucas  died 
on  May  22,  1859.  Her  husband  was  for  man)' 
years  a  cripi)le,  the  result  of  an  accident,  and, 
although  obliged  to  use  crutches,  was  quite 
active,  and  outlived  his  son  William,  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  biograi^hical 
sketch.  There  were  four  children  born  to 
them,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely: 
William,  born  in  Goshen,   Litchfield   County, 


Conn.,  November  22,  181 5;  Maria,  May  16, 
1 8 18,  married  Darwin  Spencer,  and  died  in 
Hinghamton,  September  25,  18S8;  John,  born 
December  8,  1S21,  died  in  Wysox,  Pa.,  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1894;  Mary  L.,  born  March  22, 
1832,    married  Jonathan    Leach. 

William  Lucas  was  but  seven  years  old 
when  he  accomixmied  his  i)arents  to  the  State 
of  New  York.  He  never  learned  a  traile,  but 
was  emi)lijyed  at  various  kinds  of  work.  He 
died  in  Smithville,  Chenango  County,  N.Y., 
in  1868.  His  wife  was  Emily  Roberts,  born 
August  15,  1823,  in  Willet,  Cortland  County, 
daughter  of  l^zra  and  .Sarah  Roberts.  She 
died  on  November  13,  1881.  Ezra  Roberts 
was  born  in  New  Berlin,  N.Y.,  January  26, 
1803,  and  came  to  Willet,  N.Y.,  with  his 
father's  family  when  si.x  years  old.  He  died 
in  Willet,  January  29,  1879.  ^^'^  wife  Susan 
was  born  in  Herkimer  County,  New  York, 
January  6,  1805,  and  died  in  November, 
1886,  at  Otselic,  N.Y.  Nine  children  were 
born  to  William  antl  lunily  (Roberts)  Lucas, 
three  of  whom  are  death  One  of  them,  Mrs. 
J.  H.  Osborn,  died  in  February,  1SS2,  at 
SjM-ing  Valley,  Minn.,  leaving  three  children. 
The  living  members  of  the  family  are: 
Charles,  of  Keating,  Pa.;  Ennna,  Mrs.  Will- 
iam W.  Baker,  of  Broome  County;  Georg£; 
Sarah,  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Covey,  of  Albany; 
and   James   M.,  who   was  the   sixth   child. 

James  M.  Lucas  received  a  fair  but  limited 
education  in  the  common  schools,  leaving 
them  before  he  had  reached  the  age  of  four- 
teen, antl  early  engaging  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness.     He  remained   at   home   workinir   in  the 
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saw-mill  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  The  following  year,  on  December  24, 
1S77,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Tick- 
nor,  wlio  was  bcirn  near  the  village  of  Tri- 
angle, March  5,  1H55,  and  was  the  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  lumice  (McGee)  Ticknor.  iter 
father  died  May  21,  1S91,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven  years ;  and  her  mother,  Novem- 
ber 27,  1 87 1,  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  years, 
eight  months,  and  eighteen  days.  Six  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  of  whom  Mrs.  I^ucas 
is  the  eldest.  The  others  are:  Lafayette,  a 
physician  of  Hinghaniton;  Albert,  Oscar, 
I'"ranklin  1'].,  and  William,  all  living  in 
liroome  County.  'l"he  lattei'  was  but  one 
week  okl  when  his  mother  died;  and  until  he 
was  six  years  old  he  was  cared  ft)r  by  his 
sister,    Mrs.    Lucas. 

James  M.  Lucas  and  his  wife  resided  in 
Upper  Lisle  in  this  county  for  about  eighteen 
months,  and  afterward  in  Lisle  and  one  or 
two  other  places.  At  length,  finiling  tliat 
there  was  money  to  be  made  in  a  [)ortable 
saw-mill,  Mr.  Lucas  purchased  one,  which  he 
was  able  to  run  in  dilferent  places,  cutting 
millions  of  feet  of  lumber,  buying  timber 
lots,  and  working  uji  the  logs  into  lumber 
ready  for  the  market.  i\Ii".  t.ucas  began  lile 
"even  with  the  world,"  and  worked  hard, 
living  economically  and  frugally,  and,  with 
his  steadfast  principles  of  honesty  and  sobri- 
ety, soon  found  himself  on  the  high  road  to 
prosperit)'.  He  has  now  a  fine  farm  of  one 
hundred  ami  twenty  acres,  containing  a  splen- 
did sugar  bush  of  twelve  acres,  all  clear  of 
debt.      His   handsome   house,  excellent  barns. 


and  the  thrifty  condition  of  his  whole  place  is 
a  true  indication  of  the  success  which  he  has 
so  deservedly  earned. 

Mr.  Lucas  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  He 
is  a  Ti'ustee  of  the  district  schools,  and  a  gen- 
erous supporter  of  every  good  work.  Mr.  and 
I\Irs.  Lucas  have  one  son  living,  Arthur  ].,  a 
lad  of  fourteen  years.  Their  only  daughter 
dieil  when  an  infant.  They  have  worked  hard 
for  what  the)'  have  gained,  and  are  now  enjoy- 
ing the  fruits  of  their  labor  in  a  happy  home, 
surrounded  with  the  comforts  and  elegances 
of  life.  Mrs.  Lucas  has  by  her  active  help, 
wifely  counsels,  antl  her  economy  contributed 
her  full  share  in  securing  their  prosperity, 
and  presides  o\'er  her  fine  establishment  with 
housewifely  thrift  and  grace. 


■:N  ]5U1"FUI\I,  dealer  in  fancy  gro- 
ceries and  table  wines,  has  been  a 
resident  of  Hingh.amton  since  1872. 
lie  was  born  in  I'enns^'Ivania,  October  22, 
1S51,  a  son  of  I^ewis  and  IJridget  (Kane) 
IJuffum,  and  was  educated  at  Apalachin, 
Tioga  County,  N.Y.,  where  his  father  was 
in  business  fourteen  years  before  coming  to 
Ihoome  County.  Lewis  liulfum  was  also  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  a  prominent  citizen, 
and  a  man  always  actively  engaged  in  some 
enterprise  en-  work  all  his  life,  having  been 
Supervisor  for  the  Second  Ward,  and  having 
held  many  other  positions  of  trust  ami  honor 
in  the  coinmLuiity.  He  is  still  a  resident  of 
liinghamton,  but  has  practically  retired  from 
active  business  lite. 
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Ben  Buffum  worked  for  his  father,  obtain- 
ing a  practical  knowledge  of  the  lousiness  in 
all  its  details,  until  1885,  wiien  he  bought 
out  his  father's  interests,  and  since  then, 
keeping  up  with  modern  improvements,  has 
acquired  an  increased  patronage  among  a 
desirable  class  of  customers.  Mis  business 
methods,  while  strictly  honorable,  are  char- 
acterized Ijy  that  element  of  "push"  so 
requisite  in  times  of  close  competition.  He 
employs  three  persons  to  assist  him,  takes  the 
lead  in  his  department  of.  trade,  ami,  while 
independent  and  particularly  mindful  of  his 
own  interests,  is  genial  and  pleasant  in  all 
his  associations,  ready  to  assist  others  worthy 
of  support,  and  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to 
those    in   ilistress. 

He  is  connected  with  the  Masonic  Order, 
being  a  member  of  Binghamton  Lodge,  No. 
177;  Binghamton  Chapter,  No.  139;  Malta 
Commandery,  No.  21;  and  Otseningo  Con- 
sistory, No.  32.  Since  1S79  he  has  been 
connected  with  the  I'21mira  Tclcgraiit,  having 
charge  of  the  circulation  department  for  the' 
city  of  Binghamton. 


^IMON  r.  OWICK,  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  citizens  of  the  town 
of  Windsor,  a  prominent  Uniiber- 
dealer,  has  attained  his  present  excellent  posi- 
tion by  his  own  industry,  foresight,  and  judi- 
cious management.  \IIe  was  born  in  the  tosvn 
of  Rochester,  Ulster  County,  N.Y.,  June  27, 
1S50.  He  attended  the  district  schools  of  his 
towii    in   his   boyhood,  and    in    later  years  im- 


proved his  mind  by  reading  and  study.  His 
parents  were  Jcuiies  and  Jane  (Wheeler) 
Ouick,  who  were  also  natives  of  Ulster 
County.  The  father  was  born  August  1, 
1S21,  and  the  mother,  July  15,  1820.  They 
had  four  children,  namely:  Simon  1'.;  Jere- 
miah Iv.,  a  farmer,  stone-cutter,  and  wood- 
turner of  Winterdale,  Pa.;  Jacob  M.,  a  farmer 
and  stationary  engineer  of  Scott,  Pa. ;  and 
Anna  M.  J.,  wife  of  P'dward  Dwy,  a  sawyer 
of  Clinton  County,  New  York. 

Mr.  James  Quick,  seeking  to  improve  his 
fortunes,  went  in  1S62  on  a  prospecting  tour 
out  West,  and  died  tliere  at  the  early  age  of 
forty  years.  Simon  was  but  twelve  years  of 
age  at  this  time,  and,  being  the  eldest  of  the 
children,  became  at  once  the  main  support  of 
his  mother  antl  guardian  of  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  family.  Nothing  could  exceed  his 
devotion  and  love  to  his  wiilowetl  mother; 
and,  with  her  sound  sense  and  judgment  to 
aid  him,  he  succeeded  in  keeiiing  the  house- 
hold together  in  comparative  comfort.  He 
worked  out  by  the  month  on  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Canal  for  about  seven  seasons,  get- 
ting three  dollars  for  the  first  month,  but 
showing  such  aptitude  and  attention  to  his 
duties  that  his  wages  were  soon  raised  much 
higher.  He  remained  in  Ulster  County  until- 
his  marriage.  In  that  year,  1871,  he  jnir- 
chased  fifty-five  acres  of  land  in  the  towns  of 
Sanford,  N.Y.,  and  Scott,  Wayne  County, 
Pa.,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  his  brothers, 
built  a  himie  for  his  mother,  where  she  re- 
sided with  her  son  Jeremiah  till  her  death. 
In  1878  Simon  bought  a  large  tract  of  land  in 
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the  towns  of  Windsor  and  Colesville,  Broome 
County.  The  Colesville  purchase  consisted 
of  five  hunilred  .uul  fifty  acres,  which  he  still 
owns,  with  tlie  exception  of  seventy  acres  that 
he  has  soUl.  The  proiJerty  was  covered  with 
a  heavy  growth  of  timber;  and  liere  he  set  up 
a  steam  mill  with  houses  and  a  barn,  at  an 
exjienditure  of  many  thousand  ilollars.  He 
has  been  connected  with  the  lumber  firm 
known  as  Waite,  (Juick  &  Atwell  for  about 
two  years.  This  firm  employed  about  <jne 
hundreil  aiul  fifty  men,  and  carrietl  on  a  very 
extensive  business.  Mr.  Quick  was  also 
identified  with  the  John  Davis  &  Co.  mercan- 
tile business  for  a  few  years.  lie  resitled  in 
Colesville,  where  he  was  actively  engaged  in 
looking  after  his  lumber  interests  till  i  S90, 
when  he  removed  to  Windsor,  where,  in  con- 
nection with  his  other  outside  affairs,  he  con- 
ducted the  Magic  Hotel.  This  well-known 
hotel  was  built  by  David  Ifoadley  as  far  back 
as  1.S31,  and  passetl  into  the  [jossession  of 
Mr.  (Jiiick  from  James  Warner,  who  had  been 
the  proprietor  a  short  time.  Mr.  Quick  thor- 
oughly remodelled  and  refurnislied  the  build- 
iiig,  liesides  adding  to  its  dimensions  and 
introducing  steam  heat.  15ut  his  time  was 
needed  in  his  lumber  business;  and,  while  he 
still  owns  the  hotel,  it  is  now  managetl  by 
Mr.  V.  L.  Willard,  one  of  the  most  experi- 
enced men  in  that  line  in  the  country.  His 
house  is  carried  on  in  a  first-class  manner, 
and  is  a  haven  of  rest  for  the  commercial 
traveller,  who  here  finds  all  the  comforts  of 
a  home.  Mr.  Quick  is  still  actively  engaged 
in   the   lumljer  traile,  and  owns  two  saw-mills, 


one  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.,  and  the  other  in  the 
town  of  Windsor.  P'rom  these  be  turns  out 
all  kinds  ol  lumber,  aiul  also  railroatl  suj)- 
1)1  ies.  C)ne  of  the  most  enterprising  of  the 
citizens  of  Windsor,  he  is  always  ready  to 
take  an  active  i)art  in  any  industry  whicli  will 
be  of  benefit  to  the  town,  where  he  has  many 
investments  in  real  estate.  In  the  introduc- 
tion of  water-works  in  Windsor  Village  he 
was  a  prime  mover;  and  to  his  energy  and 
perseverance,  in  connection  with  Dr.  Stillson, 
its  citizens  are  greatly  indebteil  for  their  fine 
system. 

On  January  r,  1871,  Mr.  Simon  P.  Quick 
married  Miss  Mary  Powen,  a  native  of  Jack- 
son, Pa.,  and  daughter  of  William  and  Sally 
(Washburn)  Bowen.  Pier  father  was  born 
in  the  town  fif  Bridgewater,  Susquehanna 
County,  Pa.,  June  i  r,  1S21.  The  mother 
was  born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  September  2, 
1822,  and  died  in  1893.  She  was  a  Metho 
dist  in  her  religious  belief.  ]\Ir.  Bowen  is  a 
liberal  Christian,  anil  is  one  (jf  the  represen- 
tative farmers  of  the  town  of  Sherman,  Pa., 
where  he  now  resides.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Democrat.  There  were  eight  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowen,  namely:  William  B., 
a  farmer  of  Buckingham,  Wayne  County,  Pa.  ; 
Oliver  !•".,  a  farmer  of  Scott,  Pa.;  Horace  B., 
of  Binghamton,  N.Y. ;  Mary  A.,  Mrs.  Simon 
P.  Quick;  Nathan  I..,  residing  on  the  old 
Bowen  farm  at  Scott;  Dolly,  wife  of  J.  S.  A. 
Case,  of  Colesville,  Broome  County;  Rose, 
Mrs.  Jacob  N.  Quick,  living  in  the  town  of 
Scott;  Jane,  who  die<_l  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
seven   years.      Mi-.    and    Mrs.  Quick   have  one 
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child,  whom  they  adopted  at  the  age  of  six 
months,  and  who  is  now  a  loving  girl  of  four- 
teen years,  the  joy  and  comfort  of  the 
household. 

In  his  hours  of  leisure  the  greatest  pleasure 
of  Mr.  Quick  is  in  the  iliviiie  art  of  music; 
and  it  is  largely  through  his  liberality,  both 
in  contributions  and  instruction,  that  the 
[iresent  Windsor  ]?and  has  attained  its  excel- 
lence and  fine  re|)utation.  He  is  a  member 
in  high  standing  of  the  Masonic  Order, 
belonging  to  Windsor  Lotlge,  No.  442, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Malta  Commandery,  No.  21, 
Knights  Temidars,  of  ISinghamton  ;  and  Ziara 
Temple,  of  Utica,  N.Y.  Politically,  Mr. 
Quick  is  connected  with  the  Republican 
party.  The  success  in  life  attained  by  Mr. 
Quick  is  plainly  the  result  of  the  diligent 
use  of  his  abilities  and  his  opportunities,  his 
manly  self-reliance,  good  business  sense,  and 
sound  methods,  and  his  untiring  industry; 
while  his  dutifulness  as  a  son,  his  years  of 
filial  devotion  to  his  bereaved  mother,  brought 
their  own  blessing  from  Divine  Providence 
day  by   day. 


(HARLES  W.  TIFFANY,  M.D.,  of 
Binghamton,  >f.Y,,  Vice-President  of 
the  Broome  County  Medical  Soci- 
ety, was  born  in  Harford,  Susquehanna 
County,  Pa.,  May  27,  1S59.  ^'i^  paternal 
great-grandfather  was  Hosea  Tiffany,  who,  in 
company  with  eight  other  sturdy  i)ioneers, 
came  from  Attleboro,  Mass.,  and  ])enetratetl 
into  the  wilds  of  Pennsylvania  about  the  year 
i/go,    and    bought    extensive    tracts    of    land 


where  the  village  of  Harford  now  stands. 
The  Doctor's  father  was  an  attorney,  and 
practisetl  law  for  many  years  at  Montrose, 
being  also  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  On  ac- 
count of  failing  health,  he  returned  to  the 
homestead  at  Harford.  He  was  married  to  a 
Miss   Coon,  of  Rhode  Island. 

Their  son  Charles  received  his  first  educa- 
tion in  the  Harford  school,  and  when  about 
twelve  years  old  came  to  Binghamton,  where 
he  attended  the  high  school.  After  finishing 
the  course  of  study  at  that  school,  he  went  to 
the  University  of  New  York,  graduating  in 
the  medical  department  of  the  university  in 
the  class  of  i8>Si.  He  opened  an  office,  and 
practised  in  Montrose  for  six  months,  and 
then  moved  to  Brackney,  a  small  village  in 
Susquehanna  County,  where  he  resided  for 
nine  years,  having  a  very  large  country  prac- 
tice, there  being  no  other  Doctor  in  the 
vicinity  for  nearly  twenty  miles.  In  1891  he 
removed  to  Bingliamton,  where,  making  gyne- 
cology a  special  study  and  office  practice,  he 
has  built  up  a  successful  business. 

Dr.  Tiffany  is  Vice-President  of  the 
Broome  County  Medical  -Society,  a  member  of 
the  Academy  of  Medicine  and  of  the  Susque- 
hanna County  Medical,  .Society.  He  is  also 
a  prominent  member  of  the  Order  of  Red  Men  ' 
in  Binghamton.  He  has  but  very  little  time 
to  give  1,0  matters  outside  of  his  profession,  as 
he  is  a  close  student  and  has  many  patients, 
but,  when  he  can  spare  the  time,  is  fond  yf 
taking  a  day's  sail  at  beautiful  Quaker  Lake, 
near  where  he  spent  so  many  years,  and  , 
indulging    in    his    passion    for   angling.      His 
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prompt  attention  to  the  needs  of  his  patients 
and  consc'ientidus  methiids  have  secured  foi' 
i\ini    his   ]ireseiU    prosperity. 


AU 


LI'-RKlJ       l^AfiLI'.y,      I'ostinaster      at 


Cunklin  Centre,  liroonie  County,  was 
Ijoni  in  the  town  of  Delhi,  Dela- 
ware County,  N.Y.,  November  13,  iSii,  a 
son  of  ]'',li  and  Eunice  (Goodrich)  Bagley. 
His  father  was  born  in  Columbia  County, 
New  York,  and  his  mother  in  Massachusetts. 
Eli  was  a  son  of  Josiah  Bagley,  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  who  owned  a  .good  farm  lo- 
cated on  the  border  line  between  that  State 
and  New  York.  He  spent  his  life  on  this 
farm,  and  was  seventy-five  years  old  when  he 
died.  His  family  consisted  of  two  sons  and 
two  daughters,  none  of  them  living  at  present. 

Isaac  Goodrich,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Bagley, 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  town  of 
Delhi,  where  he  ke|)t  a  ta\'ern,  and  was  one 
of  the  best  known  men  in  that  vicinity.  He 
served  in  the  l\evolutionary  War,  and  heroi- 
cally endured  all  the  trials  and  sufferings  of 
•those  early  ilays.  A  rich  man,  fin-  the  times, 
he  spent  his  last  years  in  ease  and  plenty 
in  the  town  of  Hamden,  Delaware  County, 
N.^'.,  dying  at  tlie  age  of  eighty-five  years. 
His  wife  was  also  cpiite  advanced  ■  in  age  at 
her  death.  'I'hey  had  seven  children,  who 
grew   uj),    but   arc   all    dead    now. 

Eli  Bagley  lived  in  Massachusetts  until  he 
arrived  at  manhood,  when  he  went  to  Dela- 
ware County,  New  York,  and  there  married. 
He  engaged    in  various    business  enterprises, 


among  them  lumber  and  mercantile  business, 
lie  spent  his  last  days  in  the  town  of  Ham- 
den. He  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of 
six  children,  five  of  whom  grew  to  maturity; 
but  only  three  now  survive.  They  were  as 
follows:  Alfred;  lOtlward  and  Marcus,  resid- 
ing in  the  town  of  Hamden;  William;  Sally 
Ann;  and  Church  —  the  three  latter  dying 
respectively  at  the  ages  of  thirty,  forty,  and 
sixteen  years.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty  years,  but  his  wife  lived  to  the  age  of 
ninety-three.  They  were  members  of  the 
Christian  church,  and  in  his  politics  Mr.  Bag- 
ley  was  an  active  and  energetic  worker  in  the 
Democratic  party. 

Having  received  a  good  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Delhi,  at  nineteen  years  of 
age  Alfred  Bagley  came  to  Broome  County, 
settling  in  the  town  of  Conklin  when  the 
country  was  wild  and  sivirsely  pojnilated. 
This  was  in  1S30;  and  Binghamton  was  then 
called  "Chenang  l'"inl,"  and  consisted  of  but 
a  few  houses.  Mr.  liagley  engaged  in  work- 
ing ill  a  brick-yard,  and  afterward  learneil  the 
carpenter's  trade,  which  he  fcjlhivved  for  thirty 
years;  and  many  (jf  the  buildings  now  stand- 
ing in  the  towns  of  Kirkwood  and  Conklin 
were  erectetl  by  him.  He  also  bought  a  tract 
of  wild  land,  which  he  cleared,  and  followed 
farming  in  connection  with  his  trade.  When 
he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  married 
Miss  Mary  Wheaton,  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
and  daughter  of  Bethuel  and  Mary  Wheaton. 
Their  domestic  life  was  made  hai)py  by  the 
birth  of  nine  children,  of  whom  six  are  now 
living.      They  are:    Emily,  wife  of  E-  Brandt, 
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residin;^  in  Iowa;  Church,  a  rcbidcnt  of 
Coiiklin;  Gcori^e  and  ]'"rank,  living  in  Iowa; 
Harriet,  Mrs.  Cliarlcs  Gillespie,  residing  in 
Binghamton;  Fred,  who  lives  at  home. 
Sarah  died  at  the  age  of  forty.  Edgar,  who 
served  in  the  late  war  as  a  member  of  lughty- 
ninth  New  York  Infantry,  Company  V,  and 
Darwin,  who  served  in  the  One  Himdred  and 
Thirty-seventh  New  York  Infantry,  Company 
C,  are  both  now  deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hagley  still  reside  on  the  old 
home  farm,  where  they  have  lived  together  for 
si.xty  years.  Mrs.  Bagley  has  been  a  devoted 
and  hard-working  helpmeet  to  her  husband  in 
their  long  period  of  wedded  life.  They  are 
both  sincere  and  active  workers  in  the  Metho- 
dist church,  and  illustrate  their  faith  by  their 
Christian  deeds.  Mr.  Bagley  is  an  adherent 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  served  for 
five  years  as  Postmaster,  which  position  he 
still  holds  at  Conklin  Centre.  He  has  also 
been  Road  Commissioner  and  Poor-master. 


LfRl'P)  M.  HARDING,  the  efficient  rail- 
["^l,  way  station  agent  at  Chenango  Britlge, 
was  born  in  Nicholson,  Pa.,  in  1861,  and 
is  a  son  of  Lemuel  Harding,  a  coal-dealer 
of  Port  Dickinson,  who  was  born  in  1830  near 
MiiUlletown,  Orange  County,  N.Y.  His  an- 
cestry were  nearly  all,  so  far  as  known,  en- 
gaged in  agriculture.  Lemuel  Harding,  who 
was  the  son  of  an  earlier  Lemuel,  married 
Hannah  K.  Ilallstead,  a  daughter  of  Orin  L. 
and  Mary  (Rivenburg)  Ilallstead,  from  Ben- 
ton,   Pa.,    and    a  sister   of    W.    F.    Ilallstead, 


General  Manager  of  the  Lackawanna  Railway 

system.  P^rom  this  union  of  Lemuel  Harding 
and  Plannah  IC.  Ilallstead  there  were  four 
chiklren,  namely:  I'red  M.,  a  daughter  and 
a  son  who  died  in  infLincy,  ami  Ogden  L., 
a  young  man  of  twenty-one,  who  lives  in 
Binghamton,  where  he  is  a  clerk  of  the  Lack- 
awanna system. 

Having  attended  school  most  of  the  time 
till  fifteen  years  old,  being  then  anxious  to 
make  something  for  himself,  PVed  M.  Hard- 
ing went  to  work  as  telegrajih  operator  at 
Nicholson,  where  his  father  was  in  business 
as  a  general  merchant,  having  been  the  first 
to  engage  in  trade  at  that  point.  I'red  re- 
mained thus  employed  for  four  years,  when  he 
was  sent  to  Lisle  as  the  telegrajjher  for  that 
station.  He  stayed  there  about  six  months, 
or  until  October,  18S0,  and  then  came  to  Che- 
nango Bridge,  where  he  has  since  been  the 
agent  or  depot  master.  On  the  eighth  day  of 
June,  1887,  he  was  married  to  Jennie  Smith, 
daughter  of  Roljert  Smith.  She  died  in  P'eb- 
•ruary,  1892,  wlien  thirty-two  years  okl,  leav- 
ing one  little  daughter,  Jannet,  aged  four  ' 
years.  Mr.  Harding  was  again  married  in 
September,  1893,  to  Laura  Iwerett,  daughter 
of  Newton  V.  and  Mary  (Dutcher)  Everett. 
Her  parents  are  both  fiom  Connecticut,  and  • 
are   now   eiigageil    in    farming   here. 

Mr.  Harding  belongs  to  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men,  and  is  one  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Mystic  Chain.  He  is  a  worker  in  the 
temperance  cause,  and  can  always  be  found; 
for  there  is  no  milk-and-water  expression  on 
this  vital   question.      Very  many  of  the  other- 
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wise  honest  and  consistent  citizens  of  the 
United  States  say  that  they  believe  in  certain 
in(n'al  principles  applicable  to  the  L;reat  social 
cpiestions  of  the  day,  and  then  shirk  the  re- 
sponsibility of  voting  (jr  actin<^r  in  accordance 
therewith.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  not 
among  tliat  ninnber;  for  he  may  be  fomul  in 
the  ranks  working  and  voting  for  what  he 
believes  right,  regardless  of  the  sneers  and 
innuendoes  of  peojile  who  have  not  the  cour- 
age of  their  convictions.  Religiously,  he  is 
rresbylerian,  but  worships  here  with  the 
Methoilist  church.  lie  is  not  closely  bound 
by  any  creeil  or  dogma,  believes  in  religion 
as  taught  liy  the  Divine  I\faster.  lie  lias 
been  the  superintendent  of  a  non-sectarian 
Sunday-school  here,  and  is  a  worker  in  the 
Christian  Endeavor  Societies,  being  with  his 
wife  a  power  for  good  in  the  community. 


YIVniAAA^l  V.  II0L15ERT  is  an  expe- 
}s\l  rieiiced  lumber  manufacturer  and 
dealer,  having  been  established  in  this  busi- 
ness at  Equinunk,  Ta.,  as  long  ago  as  1869. 
lie  has  lived  in  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  since 
1890,  but  still  retains  his  interests  at  I''t|ui- 
nuid<,  where  he  has  twt)  mills  in  operation  for 
getting  out  hard-wootl  lumber,  which  is  sold 
at  wholesale  at  that  place.  The  plant  in 
Binghamton  occupies  about  two  acres  at  the 
intersection  of  George  and  Catherine  Streets, 
with  switching  facilities  on  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  and  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western    Railways. 

Mr.  Holbert  was  born  at  Lackawaxen,  I'a., 


January  19,  1S52,  son  of  William  ami  Emma 
(Poole)  Holbert.  I'"or  three  generations  the 
family  are  counted  as  natives  of  Lackawaxen. 
Benjamin  Holbert,  the  great-grandfather  of 
William  P.,  was  of  an  okl  New  England  fam- 
ily, and  migrated  from  Connecticut  to  lY-nn- 
sylvania,  settling  in  Pike  County  before  the 
Revolutionary  War.  One  of  15enjaniin's 
brothers  left  Connecticut  with  him  at  the 
same  time,  and  settled  in  Chemung  County, 
New  York  State.  Benjamin  bought  a  large 
tract  of  land  in  what  is  now  Lackawaxen,  but 
which  was  then  a  virgin  forest,  and  cleared  it 
for  a  home  and  farm.  Joseph,  son  of  Benja- 
min, s])ent  his  life  there  as  a  farmer.  The 
fanuly  were  ;dl  members  of  the  early  Baptist 
church. 

William  Holbert,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born 
August  12,  1829.  He  followed  lumbering 
for  his  business,  going  to  Wayne  County, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  made  his  h(jme  in 
]5erlin  Township  for  twelve  years,  and  then  at 
lilquinunk  for  some  time,  finally  returning  to 
his  native  place,  Lackawaxen,  where  he  kept 
a  summer  hotel  until  his  death,  April  6, 
1889,  aged  fifty-nine  years,  seven  months, 
and  twenty-three  days.  He  married  a  Miss 
Poole,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who  died 
Ajjril  26,  1861,  leaving  a  family  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  William  P.  was  next  to  the 
eldest.  The  father  was  a  Reiniblican  in  pol- 
itics, and  was  Commissioner  for  Wayne 
County  three  years.  He  was  a  strong  repre- 
sentative man  of  the  county,  and  so  pro- 
nounced in  his  jjolitics  that  many  times  he 
cast    the    only   Republican    ballot    in    Lacka- 
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waxen  Township.  Mr.  Holbcrt  was  also 
largely  intercstL-tl    in  saw-mills  and   tanneries. 

The  siiljjeet  of  this  biief  hioi^raphy  received 
an  excellent  education  at  the  common  school 
of  Heach  I'oiul,  I'a.,  and  at  Monlicello  Acatl- 
emy,  and  then,  coming  to  liinghamton,  N.Y., 
took  a  course  in  Lowell's  Commercial  Col- 
lege. About  the  year  1869  he  entered  with 
his  father  to  assist  him  in  his  lumber  and 
tannery  'interests,  remaining  with  him  until 
1S80,  when  he  went  into  business  for  himself 
at  Equinunk.  Since  settling  in  Binghamton, 
Mr.  Ilolbert  has  built  njj  one  of  the  largest 
trades  in  his  line  in  this  city,  selling  to 
dealers  along  the  line  of  tlie  different  railways 
anil  to  contractors  and  builders  in  the  city  at 
retail,  but  making  a  specialty  of  filling  large 
and  heavy  contracts.  To  this  lumber  busi- 
ness lie  has  ailded  stone,  lime,  and  cements 
from  Rosendale,  I'ortlanii,  ami  Howe's  Cave. 
lie  handles  cut  stone,  notalily  the  Lake  Supe- 
rior red  stone,  Amherst  blue  and  hidf,  War- 
saw blue,  and  also  the  native  stone.  Among 
the  prominent  buildings  for  which  he  has  fur- 
nisheil  the  stone  were  tile  Guild  IJiiilding  at 
Walton,  N.Y.,  Wilkinson  Hlock,  Bingham- 
ton, am!  the  Danforth  Block  at  Bainbridge. 
Ik'sides  this,  all  kintls  'of  cut  work  and  flag- 
ging are  done  in  his  estalilishment,  giving 
employment  to  from  twenty  to  thirty  men, 
according   to   the   season. 

Mr.  Ilolbert  was  married  (ju  August  23, 
1S76,  to  Miss  Lva  Dillon,  daughter  of  John 
Doyle  Dillon,  of  Equinunk.  They  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Tabernacle  Methodist  Church,  and 
reside    at    No.   92    Oak    Street,    Binghamton. 


Mr.  Ilolbert  is  a  Repidolican  in  politics.  It 
is  a  pleasure  to  clironicle  the  success  and 
prosj)erity  of  so  valuable  a  citizen  to  Bing- 
hamton as  Mr.  Ilolbert.  His  business  expe- 
rience and  liberal  and  enterjirising  methods 
have  secured  for  himself  antl  his  establish- 
ment a  high  position  in  the  esteem  of  the 
community. 


19. 


OLI'HUS  S.  WlHTNl'.Y,  a  farmer 
of  the  town  of  Triangle,  has  lived 
on  his  present  place  since  1S73,  and 
is  among  thijse  who  appreciate  the  advantages 
of  farm  life.  He  believes  in  a  home  of  his 
own,  and  is  therewith  content,  having  no 
desire  to  roam  a  restless  wanderer  upon  the 
face  of  the  earth.  He  was  born  in  this  vicin- 
ity in  i<S33.  His  fatiier,  Dexter  Whitney, 
was  born  in  1794,  anil  died  in  1S67.  His 
grandfatlier,  Asa  Wliitney,  a  native  of  New 
haigland,  married  a  Miss  Jackson.  Tiiey 
were  among  tlie  very  first  settlers  in  this  jjart 
of  the  country,  where  tliey  owned  two  hundred 
acres  of  lieavily  timbered  land.  Asa  Whit- 
ney died  in  Ohio  at  an  advanced  age,  his  wife 
having  ijassed  away  about  six  years  previ- 
ously. They  brought  up  four  sons  and  three 
daughters,  none  of  wjiom  are  now  living. 
Dexter  Whitney  married  Eliza  Day,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Abram  Day,  of  Massachusetts,  who  was 
also  an  ^  early  settler,  coming  here  about 
iSoo,  and  wliose  wife  was  Anna  Brooks,  of 
Massachusetts. 

Dolphus  S.  Whitney  is  the  sixth  child  and 
second  son  of  twelve  children  born  to  Iris 
parents,  si.x   of  whom   are   now   living,   and  in 
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this  town  of  Triangle,  namely:  Aurelia,  wife 
of  Stejihcn  Losee;  Annette,  wife  of  George 
r.  Sibley;  Dolpluus  S.  ;  Josepli  15.;  Adelbert 
]\.  ;  and  William  D.  The  mother  of  tliese 
children  died  in  i.S'yi,  in  her  eighty-fourth 
year,  imiversally  beloved  and  mourned  by  a 
large  circle  of  friends.  Dolphus  was  bronght 
nj)  on  the  farm,  received  a  fair  eihication,  and 
was   early  accustomed   to  habits   of    industry. 

lie  was  marrietl  when  twenty-one  years  old 
to  T,uraney  Crandall,  who  died  October  3, 
1868,  in  her  thirty-first  year,  leaving,  two 
children:  Walter  D.,  a  book-kee])er  in  ]5ing- 
hamton,  who  is  married,  and  has  one  daughter, 
Flora  15.;  anil  liirdella  E.,  wife  of  Frank 
Ticknor,  of  Greene,  having  one  son,  Walter 
L.  i\Ir.  Whitney  was  again  married  to  Cor- 
[ihelia  E.  Day,  daughter  of  Seymour  S.  and 
I'oUy  (McGilfrev)  Day.  Her  father  died 
April  I,  1S94,  his  seventy-fifth  year;  and  her 
mother,  on  June  2,  1894,  at  the  same  age. 
Their  last  years  were  sjient  at  the  home  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitney.  They. had  buried  a 
tlaughter,  Helen,  who  was  the  wife  of  James 
E.  Talbert.  The  living  children  of  this  fam- 
ily are  the  following:  Corjihelia  IC,  Mrs. 
Whitney;  William,  now  in  the  Far  West; 
Adella  M.,  wife  of  C.  M.  Parker,  a  travelling 
UKin  of  Hinghamton ;  and  l'"rances,  wife  of 
Walter   D.    Whitney,    of   Binghamton. 

I\Tr.  and  Mrs.  Dolphus  S.  Whitney  have 
four  children,  namely:  Eilian  E.,  wife  of  the 
Kev.  G.  Frank  Johnson,  a  Baptist  minister  of 
Norwich,  N.Y.,  whose  daughter,  I-^vangel 
Mary,  was  born  April  25,  1S94;  Arthur  D., 
a    student     in    Binghamton;    Howard    B.,    at 


home,  now  sixteen  years  old;  and  Nellie  I., 
at  home,  eight  ye;irs  <dd.  Mr.  Whitney  has 
one  hundred  and  eleven  acres  in  the  home 
[)I;ice,  and  one  hundred  anil  forty  acres  below 
the  village  ten;uUed.  'I'hey  kee[)  a  dairy  on 
both  jjUiccs,  h;iving  about  thirty  cows,  and 
also  have  a  fine  llock  of  pure-bred  .Shropshire 
sheep.  They  h:ive  an  interest  in  a  milk  fac- 
tory which  consumes  the  product  of  the  dairy. 
IMr.  Whitney  built  his  nice  house  one-half 
mile  north  of  Triangle  in  1872,  and  enjoys 
a   pleasant    home. 

/5)e(.)RGI':  F.  O'NEIE,  proprietor,  and 
V^X  CORNEEIUS  F.  l\IcCORi\HCK, 
editor  of  the  Daily  Leader^  may  well  claim, 
without  sacrifice  of  truth  or  modesty,  that 
the  instrumentality  of  this  paper  in  aiding 
the  material  advancement  of  Binghamton's  di- 
versified interests  has  been  by  no  means 
insignificant.  The  I.iiuhr  was  born  of  no 
convulsion.  It  came  into  existence  in  re- 
spujnse  to  a  public  need,  and  proceeded  at 
once  to  fill  a  fallow  field.  This  need  was  of 
a  twofold  character,  embracing  the  exigen- 
cies of  local  journalisni  and  local  politics. 
The  citizens  of  Binghamton  and  the  Demo- 
cratic party  of  Binghamton  were  ready  to 
welcome  the  fledgling  that  made  its  first 
a[>pearance  on  the  tenth  day  of  .September, 
1S69,  under  the  doubly  significant  title  of  the 
Dciiiocmtic  Leader;  and  its  success  was  as- 
sured from  the  start,  not  by  virtue  of  its  com- 
ing into  existence,  but  because  it  made  itself 
felt    in   the  community,  and   because  it   never 
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failed  to  meet  the  highest  expectations  of  its 
friends  anil  the  Binghaniton  public. 

The  foLinder  ui  the  Leader  was  the  late 
Alirani  W.  Carl,  who  at  fiisl  established  it  as 
a  weekly  paper,  and  who  lost  no  time  in  [)lac- 
ing  it  on  a  sound  business  and  popular  basis. 
Mr.  Carl  was  a  printer  by  trade  and  a  i)racti- 
cal  politician;  and  his  experience  had  fur- 
nished him  with  excellent  ecpiipment  for  the 
work  to  which  he  set  liis  hand.  He  was  a 
man  of  the  strongest  convictions,  politically 
and  otherwise;  and  his  natural  aggressiveness 
imparted  a  decision  and  a  crisimess  to  his  edi- 
torial work  that  gave  it  a  character  antl  indi- 
viduality that  embodied  strength  and  the 
cpiality  of  readableness.  liingiiamton  had 
worn  municipal  honors  less  than  two  years 
when  Mr.  Carl  launched  his  little  argosy  on 
the  journalistic  sea,  and  the  infant  city 
beneficially  felt  the  generous  influence  that 
his  paper  wielded  in  its  interest.  From  that 
time  to  the  present,  when  Hinghamton's  com- 
manding mimicipal  stature  is  the  envy  of  its 
sister  cities,  which  it  has  outstripped  in  the 
march  of  progress,  the  Leader  has  always  been 
an  iinjjortant  factor  in  local  advancement; 
and  the  business,  social,  political,  and  relig- 
ious inteiests  of  the  city  have  profited  in 
great  degree  from  its  conscrvati\'e  but  pro- 
gressive policy  in  dealing  with  important 
public  questions.  Side  by  side,  Binghamton 
and  the  dreader,  mutually  helpful,  have  faced 
every  obstacle  on  the  upward  march,  until 
to-day  both  can  look  back  upon  a  creditable 
past,  and  feel  a  glow  of  jjride  in  the  retrospect. 

The    Deiiiocralic   Leader  had   enjoyed   more 


than  eight  years  of  uninterrupted  success 
when  its  enter|)rising  founder  saw  in  the 
growing  needs  of  his  community  a  splenilid 
opportunity  for  the  establishment  of  a  suc- 
cessful daily  pa|)ei-;  anti,  accordingly,  on  the 
25th  of  April,  1878,  appeared  the  first 
number  of  the  Binghamton  L.eader,  modestly 
ajipealing  for  public  patronage,  and  meeting 
a  prompt  and  generous  res])onse.  There  was 
no  change  of  p(.>licy.  I'or  ]5inghamton  and 
the  Democratic  party  had  been  the  watchword 
of  the  weekly,  and  the  same  watchword  met 
all  the  requirements  of  the  new  venture. 
The  same  spirit  of  progress  that  had  animated 
the  weekly  infused  itself  into  the  efforts  of 
the  publisher  of  the  daily,  while  the  enlarge- 
ment of  its  scope  and  sphere  of  usefulness 
gave  it  additional  opportunity  for  carrying  on 
the   good   work   that   had   been  laid  out  for  it. 

And  thus  for  ten  years  the  L.eader  grew  and 
flourished,  until,  on  the  24th  of  October, 
1S8S,  death  laid  its  enteriirising  founder  low, 
and  the  paper  fell  into  new  though  not  less 
capable  hands.  The  business  was  conducted 
under  an  executor's  trust  for  a  few  years, 
until  early  in  1S93  the  L.eader  plant  came 
into  the  jiossession  of  Mr.  George  V.  O'Neil, 
the  paper's  most  faitliful  well-wisher  anil  ear- 
liest financial  friend. 

It  would  be  surprising  if  the  L.eader  \\.xA  not 
felt  the  impetus  that  Mr.  O' Neil's  extensive 
business  experience  enabled  him  to  impart 
to  it,  and  it  has  felt  it  in  newness- of  life.. 
So  that,  with  all  its  success  in  the  past,  it  is 
now  on  the  threshold  of  still  greater  achieve- 
ment.     At    this  writing    the    finest   and   best 
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appointed  press  ever  fashioned  by  the  hand  of 
man  is  in  i)roccss  of  construction,  ])repara- 
lii)n  is  nial<ing'  for  the  iiUroduction  of  ail  the 
modern  improvements  tliat  constitute  tlie 
equipment  of  a  leatling  American  newspajier, 
and  every  facility  for  the  prt)curement  and 
tlissemination  of  the  news  of  the  day  will  be 
a  feature  of  the  new  departure  that  Mr. 
O'Neil  is  contem[ilatniL;';  tliat  lie  has,  in 
fact,  already  set  on  foot.  With  the  ability, 
experience,  aiul  means  at  his  command,  and 
with  his  determination  to  distance  all  com- 
petitors in  his  field,  there  can  be  no  tloubt 
whatever  that  Mr.  U'Neil  will  establish  the 
Leader  on  a  basis  that  will  secure  for  it  a 
place  ;imony  the  leatling  newspai)ei"s  of  the 
country.  Occupying  a  wide  and  lapidly 
extending  field,  there  is  practically  no  limit 
tr>  its  sjihere  of  operation  and  usefulness  in 
the  future  that  has  been  marked  out  for  it. 
The  editorial  department  of  the  Leader  is 
un<ler  the  supervision  of  Mr.  C.  I"".  McCor- 
mick,  who  has  shown  special  ailaptabil  ity  for 
the  work.  Although  comparatively  young  in 
the  business,  enjoying  a  newspaper  experience 
of  less  than  eight  years,  he  has,  by  apjilica- 
tion  and  industry,  acquired  a  competent 
knowledge  of  the  requiremc*nts  of  his  posi- 
tion; and  his  duties  are  always  creditably  dis 
charged.  With  a  keen  appreciation  of  the 
amenities  of  journalism  and  a  judicious  com- 
prehension of  the  relations  that  ought  to  exist 
between  a  news[)aiier  and  its  readers,  he 
has  succeeded  in  smoothing  away  many  of  the 
asperities  that  have  affected  local  journalism, 
anil  given   the   Leader  an  agreeable  impress  in 


tone  and  style.  His  associate  editor  is  Mr. 
Frederick  A.  Garrett,  a  young  man  of  most 
attractive  parts  and  agreeable  manner,  edu- 
cated, refined,  and  assiduous.  As  a  reporter, 
he  easily  rankeil  among  the  best,  most  ener- 
getic, and  most  conscientious  workers  in  the 
field  of  news-gathering;  and,  having  won  his 
spurs,  he  stepped  easily  and  gracefully  into 
the  editorial  position  he  n(iw  adorns.  Modest 
and  affable,  antl  with  a  remarkal)le  capacity 
for  work,  he  is  regarded,  deservedly,  as  one 
of  the  most  valuable  members  of  the  guild  in 
the  city  of  IJingliamton.  At  tlie  head  of  the 
reportorial  force  is  Mr.  Herman  S.  South- 
worth,  one  of  the  youngest  but  at  the  same 
time  one  of  the  most  i)idustrious  and  iidiable 
ncws-galherers  in  the  city.  To  his  brilliant 
intellectual  endowment  and  marked  capabili- 
ties lie  adds  personal  traits  of  the  most  attrac- 
tive character,  and  he  finds  his  work  greatly 
aided  by  the  friendliness  be  so  readily  in- 
spires. One  of  his  coworkers  is  Mr.  Zoltan 
A.  .Stegmuller,  who  is  ;in  excellent  reporter, 
anil  who  is  also  possessed  of  (pialities  that 
render  him  a  useful  man  in  the  business  de- 
partment. The  special  work  is  intrusted  to 
Miss  Ethel  Plain,  a  young  lady  of  fine  endow- 
ments and  of  concentratt.'d  devotion  to  her 
duties.  Her  culture  and  refinement  lend  a 
charm  to  her  proihictions,  and  her  graceful 
writing  is  an  attractive  feature  of  the  Leader  s 
columns. 

The  telegraiihie  news  service  is  superin- 
tended by  Mr.  .Seymour  H.  ISierhardt,  who  is 
not  only  an  expert  mani|uilator  of  the  key, 
but    also    a    forceful   and    graceful    commenta- 
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tor  on  current  topics.  With  the  facilities 
that  the  l.cadn  enj<jys  in  its  possession  of 
both  tiic  Associated  Press  and  United  Press 
franchises,  Mr.  liierhardt  is  enabled  to  render 
valued  service  in  his  de|iarlnienl ;  and  his 
work  shows  to  advantage  in  the  Lcailcrs  tele- 
graiihic  coluams. 

Mr.  John  D.  McDonald  is  the  foreman  of 
the  Lender  s  composing-room,  and  the  respon- 
sibilities of  that  department  rest  easily  on 
his  competent  shoulders.  The  duties  of  this 
important  position  are  capably  discharged  by 
Mr.  McDonald;  and,  while  he  is  still  a  very 
young  man,  he  is  old  in  wisdom  and  cajia- 
bility,  and  he  is,  therefore,  one  of  the  most 
valued  attaches  of  the  Leader  s  force.  Mr. 
John  1'.  O'llare,  the  foreman  of  the  press- 
room, is  another  young  man  of  exceptional 
ability;  and  the  work  of  that  department  al- 
ways shows  the  good  effect  of  his  guitling 
hantl.  In  the  job-room  Mr.  Charles  T. 
Keane  is  in  command.  He  is  also  young  in 
years,  but  he  is  possessed  of  the  taste  and  dis- 
crimination that  serve  to  render  his  depart- 
inent  attractive  to  business  men  and  all  others 
desiring  first-class  job  work.  A  good  printer 
and  a  careful  and  accurate  estimator,  Mr. 
Keane  is  a  valual)le  maiTin  his  tlepartment. 

The  business  concerns  of  the  paper  are  ably 
looked  after  by  Mr.  Walter  D.  Whitney,  one 
of  the  foremost  young  business  men  of  tlie 
city.  Mr.  Whitney's  remarkable  capacity  for 
work,  his  adai)tability  to  his  field  of  labor, 
and  his  wonderful  grasp  of  details  supply  him 
with  an  equij^ment  that  is  rarely  found  even 
in   the  counting-room;  and  it  is  not  too  much 


to  say  that  he  is  regarded  throughout  the 
establishment  as  practically  indispensable. 
An  expert  accountant,  a  skilled  book-keeper, 
a  graceful  penman,  an  adept  at  grouping 
iletails,  a  ready  calculator,  and  a  courteous 
gentleman,  he  is  an  acquisition  of  whicli  the 
L.eader  is  proud,  and  a  man  who  is  without 
a  superior  in  his  line  of  duty. 

The  circulation  of  the  Leader  is  superin- 
tended by  Mr.  M.  D.  Taft,  who  also  super- 
vises the  collection  department.  Mr.  Taft's 
connection  with  the  office  is  of  long  standing, 
and  his  services  are  up  to  the  highest  standard. 

The  Leader  occupies  the  double  four-story 
building  at  Nos.  167  and  169  Water  Street. 
It  is  pleasantly  ami  advantageously  located, 
and  has  plenty  of  space  at  command  for  the 
accommodation  of  contemplated  improvements 
and  for  the  great  and  increasing  demands  of 
its  business.  The  [)aper  circulates  exten- 
sively in  several  counties  in  Southern  New 
York  and  Northern  Pennsylvania;  and  its  ad- 
vertising patronage  is  unsurpassed  among  pro- 
'vincial  papers,  either  in  quality  or  in  extent. 
The  aim  of  those  in  charge  is  to  make  it  a 
clean,  wholesome,  and  reliable  family  news- 
paper; and,  as  such,  it  is  an  excellent  me- 
ilium  as  between  the  advertisers  and  tlie 
general   public. 

The  unvarying  policy  of  the  Leader  is  to 
seek  to  retain  old  friends  and  to  strain  after 
new  ones,  and  with  such  an  object  in  view  all 
that  is  necessary  is  an  accurate  comprehension 
of  the  plans  and  methods  that  arc  best  calcu- 
lated to  produce  the  best  results  along  this 
line;   ami,  vvitli   the  intellectual   and-  business. 
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forces  that  unite  in  making  the  Leader^  there 
can  be  little  doubt  that  the  great  aim  of  its 
publishers  will  be  secureil  in  the  future,  as  it 
has  been  in  the  past. 


IJ-' 


'JC 


SA  15.  PARSONS,  an  esteemed  resi- 
dent of  the  town  of  Conklin,  a  practi- 
cal farmer,  was  born  January  26, 
1S17,  in  tlie  town  of  ISarker,  ]>roome  County, 
N.Y.,  son  of  Orlando  and  l-Iliza  (Beach)  Par- 
sons. The  father  was  born  in  Massachusetts, 
and  his  wife  was  a  native  of  Pi'oome  County. 
Jacob  I'arsons,  father  of  C)rlando,  was  a  mcr- 
cliant  of  the  city  of  15oston,  and  was  in  busi- 
ness there  dui-ing  the  Revolutionary  War.  A 
native  of  h'.ugiaiid,  he  was  in  sympathy  with 
the  liritish  government  during  those  years  of 
trouble.  lie  moved  to  Proome  County  in 
1 791,  when  it  was  mostly  a  wilderness,  and 
settled  in  the  town  of  Lisle,  owning  land 
which  was  secured  by  the  "Boston  purchase." 
It  was  a  very  large  tract  that  he  gained;  and 
he  paid  but  seven  cents  an  acre,  the  surveying 
of  which  cost,  in  addition,  seven  cents  more 
jjcr  acre.  He  possessed  in  -all  about  four 
thousand  acres  in  Broome  County  at  one  time. 
He  reared  a  family  of  nint  children,  wlu)  all 
lived  tt>  be  ipiite  agett,  but  are  now  deceased. 
Ml'.  Beach,  father  of  Mrs.  Orlando  Parsons, 
was  a  [latiaot  of  the  Ivevolution,  shouklering 
his  musket  when  but  seventeen  years  of  age, 
and  serving  all  during  tiie  war.  Two  of  his 
brothers  fell  on  the  battlefield  of  Bunker 
Hill. 

Orlando   Parsons  came  to   this  county  when 


a  mere  boy  of  seven  years  of  age,  and  grew  to 
manhood  in  the  town  of  Lisle,  which  is  now 
called  Barker.  He  was  a  "hard-working  and 
successful  farmer,  following  this  occupation 
through  life.  He  came  to  the  town  of  Conk- 
lin, and  bought  the  fanu  wliere  his  son  Asa 
now  lives.  It  was  all  wikl  land  when  the 
purchase  was  made,  and  they  cut  the  road 
which  is  now  used  between  there  and  Bing- 
hamton.  The  father  died  here  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two,  and  his  wife  when  fifty-two.  They 
were  members  of  the  Baptist  church.  They 
had  a  family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  three 
are  now  li\'ing:  y\sa  B.,  the  cKlest;  Mar)', 
who  resides  in  Binghamton;  and  iMiiily,  m:ir- 
ried  Mr.  l?radley,  also  lesiding  in  l^ingham- 
ton.  Ml',  i'aisons  alwa)s  took  an  active 
interest  in  the  rd'fairs  of  his  town,  and  during 
his  life  held  several  offices.  He  was  a  conr- 
missioned  officer  in  the  War  of  1812,  but  was 
not  in  active  service. 

In  the  town  of  Lisle  v\sa  B.  Parsons  grew 
to  manhood,  and  received  a  good  education  in 
the  excellent  schools  of  the  county,  lie  re- 
mained at  home  until  his  father's  death,  and 
tlien  assumed  the  charge  of  the  farm,  a  por- 
tion of  which  he  afterward  bought,  and  still 
owns.  With  the  exception  of  the  fii'st  two 
years  after  marriage,  which  were  spent  in 
Bingliamton  in  the  furniture  business,  he  has 
been  engaged  in  geni'ral  farming  and  stock- 
raising  all  through  life.  He  was  married 
when  about  thirty-five  years  of  age  to  Miss 
Margaret  J.  Lawyer,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Magdalene  Lawyer.  Her  father  was  a  wagon- 
maker,  and  carried  on  the  business  in  the  city 
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of  l^ingliamton.  He  died  when  quite  a  young 
man,  leaving  a  family  of  lour  children,  of 
whom  four  are  now  living,  as  follows:  George 
and  William,  of  Binghamton,  N.Y.  ;  Mrs. 
Parsons  and  Mrs.  ]5each,  who  also  reside  in 
that  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parsons  have  three 
children:  Carrie,  Mrs.  Nelson  S.  Suydam, 
William  L.,  and  George  B.,  all  residing  in 
the  city  of  Pinghamton,  N.Y. 

Mr.  Parsons  yet  gives  his  personal  attention 
to  his  flourishing  farm.  He  is  one  of  the 
representative  citizens  of  the  town  of  Conk- 
lin,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  regarcU'd  with  the 
highest  respect  and  esteem  by  their  fellow- 
townspeople.  Mr.  Parsons  is  a  member  of  the 
]^apti,st  church,  and  at  tlic  national  elections 
votes  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  in  local  poli- 
tics is  on  the  side  of  the  Prohibition  party. 
Mrs.  Parsons  is  a  strict  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian churcli.  A  stout,  vigorous  man  for 
his  years,  Mr.  Parsons  bids  fair  to  witness  for 
many  years  the  increasing  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  Broome  County.  His  energy  in  its 
interests  never  lacks,  and  he  is  especially 
concerned  in  the  cause  of  temperance.  He 
has  served  efficiently  for  some  years  on  the 
15oard  of  IC.xcise. 


/2)Ki')kGI':  \V.  .STONP:,  a  member  of  the 
\mJ_  l5inghamton  Veneer  Company,  was 
born  in  this  city,  l^'ebruary  23,  1843,  son  of 
James  and  P'liza  (Wentz)  Stone.  His  grand- 
father migi'ated  from  Connecticut  to  l?roome 
County,  and  engaged  in  farming,  owning  a 
tract  of   land  near  the  Orphans'    Home,  which 


is  now  in  the  city  limits.  James  Stone  is 
now  one  of  tlie  oldest  residents  of  Bingliam- 
ton.  He  grew  to  maturity  on  the  home  farm, 
which  he  afterward  bought  from  his  fatheV, 
and  conducted  it  until  he  retired  from  active 
life.  He  now  resides  on  Oak  Street  in  Bing- 
hamton,  and,  although  about  eighty  years  of 
age,  is  a  hale  antl  hearty  man,  taking  a  keen 
interest  in  the  tlaily  happenings  of  the  times. 
His  wife,  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  died  some  years  ago,  leaving  a  family 
of  nine  children,  of  whom  seven  are  living, 
namely:  George;  William  J.,  of  IHngham- 
ton ;  Adelaide,  Mrs.  Alonzo  Nash,  of  Port 
Dickinson;  Sidney  I'.;  Albert;  VAhi;  and 
Alice  —  all  of  the  city  of  ]5inghamton.  John 
died  in  1S76;  and  Stewart,  another  son,  is 
also  deceased.  The  father  was  one  of  the 
earliest  members  of  the  old  Methodist  ICpis- 
copal  church  on  Main  Street,  and  now  attends 
the  handsome  Tabernacle  recently  erected  on 
the  same  site. 

George  W.,  after  having  gone  through  his 
studies  in  the  common  schotd  and  the  old 
Binghamton  Academy  on  the  court-house 
square,  engaged  with  the  Joost  Baking  Com- 
pany, where  he  remaineil  for  twenty-two 
years.  After  this  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Messrs.  Stoddard  Hammond,  Jr.,  A.  F. . 
Riann,  and  K.  .S.  Mvarts  in  a  veneering  busi- 
ness, which  was  called  the  Binghamton  Ve- 
neer Co'miiany.  After  some  time  the  firm 
became  Stone  &  Hammond,  tlie  first-named 
assimiing  the  entire  management  antl  charge 
of  the  business.  This  company  is  one  of  the 
latest  additions  to  the  manufacturing  resources 
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of  Ringhamton,  and  was  instituted  in  May  of 
1891.  It  has  been  conducted  with  such  en- 
terprise and  energy  that  it  has  already  ac- 
quired a  large  and  growing  trade  throughout 
the  Uniteil  Stales.  Tiie  eoni[)any's  facilities 
for  manufacturing  embrace  the  larger  part  of 
the  building  located  at  No.  38  Commercial 
Avenue,  and  is  fully  equipped  with  all  the 
necessary  tools  and  apjiliances,  and  gives 
employment  to  about  ten  workmen.  The 
products  of  the  company  consist  of  perforated 
and  plain  chair  seats  and  backs  made  from 
veneers,  and  all  kinds  of  wood  are  used.  The 
nearness  of  the  city  to  the  mills  of  New  York 
State  and  Pennsylvania,  where  the  veneers 
are  manufactured,  enables  the  company  to 
procure  their  raw  materials  advantageously; 
and  their  unexcelled  shipping  situation  gives 
them  ample  opportunity  to  offer  their  wares  at 
prices  difficult  to  rival  elsewhere.  Tlie  suc- 
cess of  the  comi)any  has  been  fully  assured 
and   well   deserved   from   the   first. 

Mr.  Stone  was  married  to  Miss  Lucy  Hum- 
phrey, daughter  of  John  Humphrey,  an  old 
and  respected  citizen  of  Hingliamton,  N.V., 
still  living.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stone  one  son 
has  been  born,  Benjamin  W.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  ]>"irst  Hapfist  Church;  and 
Mr.  Stone  has  ever  taken  an  active  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  the  church,  having  been  a  Trus- 
tee for  several  }-ears.  He  is  an  affable,  pleas- 
ant, and  courteous  gentleman,  and  has  made 
for  himself  an  excellent  record  among  the 
citizens  of  Binghamton.  A  kindly  antl 
generous  hospitality  is  dispensed  in  his  beau- 
tiful  home,    No.     126    Murray    Street,    which 


is   the  centre   of  a  refined  and   cultured  social 
circle. 


ZRA  LATIIROP,  whose  memoir  is  given 
by  his  wid(jw,  Mrs.  Iluldah  Lathrop, 
as  a  tribute  to  his  many  virtues,  was  born  in 
New  York  State  in  1825.  He  was  the  son  of 
Horace  Lathrop,  a  well-known  carpenter  and 
bridge-builder,  who  removed  from  Connecti- 
cut to  this  State  when  a  young  man,  and 
married  Miss  Betsey  Hartson,  a  cousin  of 
Alfred  Jennings,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Lathrop. 
Ezra  Lathroj)  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  native  town  of  Lisle;  and  his  first  wife 
was  Miss  Sarah  C.  (Seymour)  of  that  town. 
She  tlied  in  1S81,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five 
years.  Mr.  Lathrop  married  for  his  second 
wife  Mrs.  Huldah  Jennings  Spencer,  widow 
of  Jirah  V.  Spencer,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  book.  In  1885  Mr.  La- 
throp bought  the  beautiful  home  in  which  his 
widow  now  resides.  He  was  a  modest,  quiet 
man,  having  the  respect  of  the  people,  living 
without  ostentation,  and,  although  a  good 
citizen  and  ])atriotic  American,  [jcrsistcntly 
refused  any  post  of  ijolitical  honor  in  the  gift 
of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  was  an  honest, 
exemplary  man,  and  died  universally  mourned 
at  sixty-six  years  of  age,  December  29,  1891, 
at  his  home  in  the  village  of  Killawog.  He 
was  largely  engaged  in  ilcaling  in  neat  stock, 
buying  and  selling  heavily  from  the  time  he 
was  a  young  man,  and  was  quite  successful  in 
his  business.  The  accompanying  jjortrait  of 
Mr.  Lathrop  will  be  of  interest  to  many,  as  of 
one  widely  known  and  equally  respected. 
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(sTrOHN  L.  VAN  ALSTYNE,  M.D.,  has 
been  a  resident  ami  prominent  pliysi- 
cian  of  Hini^hamlon,  N.Y.,  sinee  July 
of  1S73.  He  was  born  in  Richmondville, 
Sclioharie  County,  N.Y.,  October  8,  1840, 
son  of  Dr.  Thomas  15.  and  Eliza  (Gyle) 
Van  Alstyne.  His  mother  was  from  Ver- 
mont. His  father  was  born  in  Columbia 
County,  N.Y.,  and,  after  f^raduating  as  a  phy- 
sician, settled  in  Richmondville  in  1S25. 
The  ancestral  Van  Alstynes  came  from  Hol- 
land. I"or  a  number  of  years  the  elder  Dr. 
Van  Alstyne  was  a  Supervisor,  and  at  one 
time  a  nominee  for  Congress,  lie  retired 
from  practice  at  the  age  of  fifty-five,  and 
removed  to  Albany,  N.Y.,  but  died  at  ]\ich- 
mondville.  The  family  were  all  ICiusco- 
palians. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  biography  received 
his  education  in  elementary  schools  in  Scho- 
harie County  and  at  Hart  wick  Seminary.  He 
read  medicine  first  with  his  brother,  Sylvester 
M.,  of  Richmondville,  and  then  with  Dr. 
Swinburne,  of  Albany,  remaining  with  bin; 
foi-  three  years,  afterward  graduating  from  the 
Albany  Medical  College  in  1S62.  The  Civil 
War  was  then  raging;  and,  animated  with  the 
patriotic  spirit  which  filled  the  hearts  of  the 
young  men  of  that  clay,  he  joineil  the  Thiril 
New  York  Cavalry  as  Assistant  Surgeon.  It 
was  not  long  before  his  superior  attainments 
and  skill  won  him  promotion  to  the  post  of 
Surgeon  of  the  regiment.  He  was  with  the 
regiment  in  North  Carolina,  and  came  back  to 
Virginia,  where  he  soon  received  the  a[)point- 
ment  of  Brigade  Surgeon  of  the  First  Brigade, 


and  from  January  i,  1862,  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  was  Surgeon-in-Chief  of  his  district 
in  I'^astern  Virginia.  The  First  Brigade  par- 
ticipated in  all  of  the  engagements  around 
Richmond,  and  Dr.  Van  Alstyne  witnessed 
many  heart-rending  scenes  on  battlefields 
and  in  the  hospitals.  When  peace  was  de- 
clared, he  returned  to  Richmondville,  and 
liractised  there  until  1S72.  He  then  spent 
one  year  in  the  hospitals  and  colleges  of  New 
York  City,  finally  locating  his  office  in  the 
city  of  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  in  the  year  1873. 
Here  he  has  built  up  a  lucrative  practice,  and 
made  hosts  of  friemls. 

Dr.  Van  Alstyne  married  Miss  Carrie  A. 
Shults,  of  Troy,  N.Y.;  and  two  children  have 
been  born  to  them:  Bessie,  wife  of  Gilbert  E. 
Rogers,  of  Binghamton;  and  T.  ]5utler,  the 
only  son.  The  family  reside  at  No.  100 
Ilawley  Street,  in  a  pleasant  and  tasteful 
home. 

In  the  Masonic  Order  Dr.  Van  Alstyne  is 
a  member  of  Cobleskill  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
He  is  naturally  a  great  friend  of  the  war  vet- 
eran, and  is  associated  with  Watrous  Post, 
No.  30,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  hold- 
ing the  office  of  Post  Surgeon.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Broome  County  Medical  So- 
ciety and  the  Binghamton  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine, and  devotes  his  whole  time  to  his 
profession  and  its  interests.  Dr.  Van  Al- 
styne s*tands  high  among  the  medical  practi- 
tioners of  Binghamton,  his  years  of  service  in., 
the  war  and  his  experience  in  the  hospitals 
having  been  of  inestimable  value  to  him. 
Kind   and   courteous   to   all,  it  is  in    the  sick- 
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room  that  he  appears  at  his  best.  Sympathiz- 
ing and  gentle  to  the  suffering  patient,  watch- 
ful for  every  change,  his  presence  is  a  tower 
of  strengtii  anil  reliance  to  the  anxious  rela- 
tives; and  his  coul  anil  calm  touch  soothes 
the   most   nervous   sufferer. 


(sTYDDISON  ROSELLE,  a  respected  citi- 
^i  zen  of  the  town  of  Union,  N.Y.,  was 
V — '  l)orn  here,  Deccmlier  19,  1857. 
His  grandfather  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
this  portion  of  ]5roome  County,  and  settled 
here  when  farms  could  not  be  bought  ready 
for  cultivation,  the  purchaser  having  to  take 
land  with  its  virgin  growth  of  timber  upon  it, 
and  go  through  all  the  labor  of  felling  trees 
and  hauling  logs  before  his  homestead  could 
be  staked  out.  The  elder  Rosclle  was  a 
stone-mason,  and  followed  that  trade  in  con- 
nection with  his  farming  for  many  years. 
Later  he  removed  to  Steuben  County,  where 
he  died.  Charles  Roselle,  a  son  of  the  emi- 
grant, came  witli  him  from  Dutchess  County 
to  Union,  and  resided  there,  carrying  on 
farming  until  his  tlcath.  Me  married  IViiss 
Olive  ]5urr;  and  to  them  were  born  five  chil- 
dren—  luneline,  I\Largaret,  Charles,  Josiah, 
and  y\ddison.  The  mother  is  still  alive,  at 
the  age  uf  seventy-eight,  and  active  and  ener- 
getic for  her  years. 

Addison,  who  was  the  youngest  of  the  fam- 
ily, received  his  education  in  the  fine  district 
schools  of  his  town,  and  at  twenty-one  years 
of  age  purchased  a  farm  atljoining  his  father's, 
where  he  lived   for  a  while,  and    later  bought 


the  one  which  he  now  occupies.  All  his  life 
Mr.  Roselle  has  been  an  industrious  and  hard- 
working man;  and  his  present  prosperity  is 
owing  to  his  own  labor  and  foresight.  In 
iSSo  he  married  Miss  Gertrude  I'helps,  of 
Susquehanna  County,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
and  Sarah  (Grimes)  Phelps.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Roselle  have  become  the  parents  of  four 
children;  namely.  Angle,  Charlie,  Ernest,, 
and   Albert. 

Mr.  Roselle  is  a  resi)ected  member  of  the 
Methodist  Eiscopal  church  of  his  town,  taking 
an  earnest  and  sincere  interest  in  everything 
pertaining  to  the  moral  and  spiritual  advance- 
ment of  the  community.  He  has  in  his  com- 
paratively short  life  seen  many  changes  in  his 
town,  school  buildings,  churches,  and  thrifty 
homes  having  been  erected  on  all  sides  where 
once  was  only  a  wilderness.  No  section  of 
the  country  can  boast  of  finer  or  more  beauti- 
ful farms  than  those  which,  like  immense 
gardens,  dot  the  landscape  of  Broome  County. 
Among  these  it  needs  only  a  glance  at  the 
farm  of  Mr.  Roselle  to  indicate  the  industry 
and  perseverance  with  which  he  has  labored 
to  build  up  a  iKuiiestead.  The  improvements 
have  been  effected  by  his  own  excellent  judg- 
ment and  unwearied  labor,  and  they  will  long 
stand  as  a  monument  of  his  ambitii.m  and 
energy  He  is  a  man  of  pleasing  social  quali- 
ties, having  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his 
friends  and  neighbors.  He  is  one  of  the 
warmest  supporters  of  the  Republican  party, 
actively  engaging  in  politics  whenever  it 
seems  necessary  in  its  interests.  It  is  only 
right   to  say  that  no  more   honorable  or  patri- 
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otic  citizen  docs  his  duty  at  the  polls  than 
Mr.  Roscllc.  lie  lias  been  nolily  seconded  in 
his  u[)right  and  useful  life  by  his  estimable 
wife,  tlie  presiding  genius  of  the  well-or- 
dered  home. 


RRIN  D.  SHERMAN,  of  Binghamton, 
^^1  N.Y.,  extensively  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a  stone-mason  and  contractor, 
is  a  grandson  of  Ephraim  Sherman,  one  of  the 
first  permanent  settlers  of  Delaware  County. 
He  penetrated  twelve  miles  into  the  wilder- 
ness, which  was  a  dense  tangle  of  majestic 
trees,  mal<ing  liis  road  tlirough  by  marking 
them  with  his  keen  axe  and  clearing  a  tract  of 
land,  and  there  establisliing  his  home.  It  was 
a  life  of  hardship  and  toil  tiiat  he  undertook; 
for  even  the  blessed  boon  of 

"  Nature's  sweet  restorer,  balmy  sleep," 

was  often  denied  him,  as  he  was  many  times 
compelled  to  watch  all  night  to  keep  the 
prowling  wcdves  from  his  sheep-fold.  Miles 
away  from  any  habitation,  he  and  his  family 
had  to  depend  on  their  own  resources  and  en- 
ergies; and  in  sickness  the  simple  pharmacy 
of  their  domestic  herbs  was  all  they  could 
rely  upon  for  medicine.  Here,  too,  the 
women  of  the  family,  as  in  the  case  of  all 
pioneer  wives  and  mothers,  had  more  than 
their  share  of  the  arduous  duties  incidental  to 
this  life;  and,  besides  the  ordinary  work  of 
the  houseliold,  the  spinning  of  wool  and  flax 
and  the  fashioning  of  the  clothing  of  the  fam- 
ily fell  to  their  lot.  These  garments  were 
made  from   the  raw  wool  until,  in  after  years, 


they  were  able  to  send  the  cloth  away  to  be 
fulled.  The  household  linen  was  woven  from 
the  flax  raised  by  themselves.  Money  was 
exceedingly  scarce;  but,  as  they  cultivated 
everything  in  the  way  of  necessities  of  life, 
they  did  not  require  much  of  that  convenient 
medium  of  exchange. 

Ephraim  Sherman  came  originally  from 
Massachusetts,  having  a  noble  New  England 
ancestry;  and  he  himself  was  a  veteran  of  the 
War  of  1812,  being  a  pensioner  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  After  settling  in  his  new 
home,  other  families  coming  there,  he  built 
a  grist-mill,  a  saw-mill,  and  a  water-power 
flax  dressing-mill.  All  these  conveniences 
contributed  toward  attracting  more  settlers; 
and  in  a  little  while  a  village  was  formed, 
of  which  Ephraim  was  the  wealthiest  man 
and  highest  in  authority.  He  cleared  about 
five  hundred  acres  at  that  place,  paying 
for  the  land  one  shilling  an  acre.  Among 
his  many  benefactions  to  the  new  settlement 
was  giving  the  land,  the  lumber  after  it  was 
sawed,  anil  much  of  the  labor  for  the  building 
of  the  church,  called  the  "Old  Arabian  Meet- 
ing-house," and  adding  to  these  generous 
gifts  a  large  pecuniary  support  ever  after. 
Lorenzo  Dow,  the  eccentric  antl  well-known 
Methodist  preacher,  was  a  frequent  visitor  at 
his  home.  This  prominent  and  worthy  settler 
was  over  one  hundred  years  old' at  the  time  of 
his  death  in  1886,  and  was  in  perfect  posses- 
sion of  his  mental  and  physical  faculties  until' 
the  last.  He  reared  a  large  family  of  chil- 
dren, having  been  married  twice. 

Ripley  Sherman,  son  of   Ephraim,  was  born 
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on  his  father's  farm,  and  availed  himself  of 
the  scanty  means  of  education  of  the  "old 
field  "  school  of  that  day,  but  was  fortiuiate  in 
haviiif^  greater  advantages  with  his  father, 
who,  being  well  educated,  assisted  him  in  his 
studies.  lie  lived  at  home  until  his  marriage 
with  Miss  Miranda  Olds,  whose  father  was  an 
early  settler  in  their  vicinity.  Mr.  Olds 
built  a  large  grist-mill,  saw-mill,  and  wagon- 
shop  at  a  place  which,  when  more  largely 
populated,  was  called  lieaver  Dam.  When 
Ripley  Sherman  married,  he  removed  to 
Croton  Village,  N.Y.,  where  he  followed  the 
occupation  of  freighting  and  draying,  running 
several  teams  daily  to  Catskill  to  bring  in 
goods  to  the  merchants.  He  continued  this 
business  until  the  opening  of  the  Erie  Rail- 
road in  1853,  when  he  retired  from  business, 
and  bought  a  farm  near  Unadilla,  N.Y,  where 
he  remained  until  1S70.  He  then  purchased 
another  at  Nineveh,  13roome  County,  residing 
there  until  his  death.  Nine  children  were 
reared  by  them,  as  follows:  Ephraim,  .de- 
ceased; .Sarah,  Mrs.  Robert  .SiJcncer,  de- 
ceased; Orrin  D. ;  I^liza,  wife  of  George 
Harris,  of  Hinghamton,  N.Y. ;  William,  of 
Rochester,  N.Y.;  h'benezer,  of  ]5inghamton; 
Adelia,  Mrs.  ]'a].  Aldrich,  oi  Norwich,  N.Y.; 
Matilda,  Mrs.  Charles  Kront/.,  of  Ithaca, 
N.Y.;  Maria,  wife  of  Thomas  l-'oulks,  of 
l^inghamton,    deceased. 

Orrin  D.  Sherman  was  born  at  Franklin, 
Delaware  County,  N.Y.,  May  13,  1844,  and 
received  a  good  practical  education  in  the 
schools  of  Croton  and  Unadilla,  N.Y.  After 
finishing    Ills    studies,  he   remained    with    his 


father  until  attaining  his  twentieth  year, 
when,  in  September,  1864,  hearkening  to  the 
call  of  his  country  for  troops,  he  enlisted  in 
Com])any  A,  First  New  York  Engineer  Corps, 
and  was  immediately  assigned  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  South.  He  went  into  South  Car- 
olina and  Georgia,  assisting  in  building  all  of 
the  pontoon  bridges  crossed  by  General  Sher- 
man's army  during  his  wonderful  march  to 
the  sea.  When  he  left  Savannah,  he  marched' 
with  the  company  to  Richmimd,  still  continu- 
ing with  the  army  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
when  he  was  honorably  discharged  at  Hilton 
Head,  S.C.,   in  the  summer  of  1865. 

Mr.  Sherman  then  returned  to  Unadilla, 
and  from  there  went  to  Mt.  Upton,  wliere  he 
worked  for  five  years  for  Mr.  C.  W.  Rock- 
well, rebuilding  his  mills  and  putting  up 
nearly  all  the  houses  of  the  town.  In  1S72 
he  came  to  Binghamton,  and  engaged  in  mason- 
work,  and  soon  began  taking  small  contracts, 
which  he  kei)t  increasing  until  he  has  now  a 
large,  extensive  trade,  doing  all  kinds  of  flag- 
ging for  sidewalks  and  also  stone-work  for 
buildings,  both  in  liinghamton  and  other 
places.  The  large  silk  factory  at  Hawley, 
I'a.,  which  is  four  hundred  by  fifty  feet,  seven 
stories  high,  and  all  tlone  of  blue  stone,  was 
built  by  Mr.  Sherman.  He  owns  a  fine  blue- 
stone  cjuarry  three  miles  from  Binghamton  in 
the  town  of  Vestal,  which  he  openeil  up  him- 
self, and,  besides  using  the  stone  for  his  own 
contracts,  sells  a  large  quantity  to  other  con- 
tractors. During  the  season  he  gives  em- 
ployment to  about  twenty  men.  All  this  he 
lias  accomplished  by  his  own  prudent,  method- 
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ical,  and  strictly  honorable  dealings,  and  has 
made  for  liimself  a  justly  earned  competency. 
Mr.  .Sherman  has  been  twice  married.  His 
first  wife,  a  Miss  Martha  Murray,  died,  leav- 
ing two  children:  Albert,  a  merchant  of 
Catskill;  and  .Stella.  His  second  wife  was 
Miss  Josephine  Decker,  daughter  of  Leonard 
Decker,  of  Deckertown,  N.J.  To  this  mar- 
riage one  child,  Mabel,  has  been  born. 
While  at  Mt.  Upton  Mr.  Sherman  was  Dep- 
uty Sheriff  and  Constable  for  a  number  of 
years,  but  has  been  too  busy  since  residing  in 
Binghamton  to  be  an  aspirant  for  office.  In 
the  Imjjrovetl  Order  of  Red  Men  he  belongs 
to  the  Ute  Tribe,  and  is  also  a  member  of 
Watrous  I'ost  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. He  has  served  his  country  both  in 
military  and  civil  affairs,  and  is  fully  deserv- 
ing of  the  high  position  he  holds  in  the  esti- 
mation of  his  fellow-townsmen. 


jHARLES  A.  JARVIS,  contractor  and 
builder  in  the  city  of  Binghamton, 
N.Y.,  was  born  at  Amenia,  Dutch- 
ess County,  N.Y.,  October  13,  1S30,  son  of 
William  A.  anil  Julia  (Parsons)  Jarvis.  His 
father,  who  was  a  nativf  of  Danbury,  Conn., 
was  a  son  of  Samuel  Jarvis,  of  Redding,  Fair- 
field County,  in  the  same  State.  The  family 
dated  back  to  French  Huguenot  ancestry,  they 
having  emigrated  to  America  in  the  early  set- 
tlement of  the  colonies. 

William  Jarvis  worked  at  farming  near 
Amenia  until  the  year  1S42,  when  he  moved 
to   Binghamton,  N.Y.,  and   conducted   a  farm 


on  what  is  now  the  handsome  place  of  Mr. 
Sanford  Jarvis,  in  a  thickly  resident  portion 
of  that  city.  He  afterward  cultivated  a  ])lacc 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Susquehanna  River, 
which  is  now  the  site  of  the  Susquehanna 
Valley  Home.  From  there  he  removed  to  a 
farm  south  of  the  Home,  which  he  purchased 
and  resided  on  until  1S78,  when  he  came  into 
the  city  of  Binghamton  to  live  with  his  son, 
Charles  A.  Mr.  Jarvis  held  different  local 
offices  in  the  county,  and  was  a  Major  in  the 
old  State  militia.  Mr.  Jarvis  and  his  wife 
were  attendants  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
Their  family  consisted  of  five  children,  who 
grew  to  maturity,  namely:  William  H.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one;  limeline,  de- 
ceased, who  was  wife  of  Mr.  Dwight  Newton ; 
Charles  A,;  Joseph  W.,  of  Port  Dickinson; 
and   Sarah  Jane,  widow   of   Dudley    P'inch. 

Charles  A.,  the  second  son,  was  educated 
in  the  district  schools  of  Broome  County  and 
at  Jones's  .Select  School  in  Binghamton.  He' 
then  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner, 
and  worked  for  a  time  as  journeyman,  but  in 
1861  commenced  taking  contracts  for  himself. 
This  occupation  he  has  pursued  since  then, 
and  many  fine  residences  and  business  blocks 
of  Binghamton  testify  to  his  skill  and  ability 
as  a  builder.  In  the  busy  season  he  has  given 
employment  to  as  many  as  eighteen  men,  and, 
being  a  liberal  man  to  his  workmen,  has  had 
quite  an  extensive  pay-roll. 

On  December  24,  1S63,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  A.  liarber,  of  Milford,  Mass., 
daughter  of  Hamlet  B.irber,  who  was  also  a 
native   of   that   place,  and    was   of  an  old   And 
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highly  respected  family.  His  wife  was  Miss 
Mary  S.  Burbank,  of  Worcester,  Mass.  They 
eanic  fioiii  Hartford,  Coiiii.,  to  Binghamton 
in  1 8 54,  where  Mr.  Barber  was  foreman  in 
Lester  Brothers'  ]5oot  and  Shoe  Factory  until 
he  retiretl  from  active  work.  He  still  lives, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  He  and  his  wife 
reared  a  family  of  si.x  children,  namely:  Mrs. 
Jarvis;  Ellen,  Mrs.  Charles  Bronson,  of 
Binghamton;  Charles  K.,  of  Ilornellsvillc, 
N.Y.;  Alice,  wife  of  Dr.  George  Newman, 
tlentist  of  Cedar  Falls,  la.;  James  E.,  of 
Towanda,  I'a.  ;  and  I,(juis  K.,  of  Milford, 
Mass.  Mrs.  Barber  diet!  in  1890,  at  the  age 
of  seventy  years.  Mrs.  Jarvis  was  etlucated 
in  the  i)ublie  schools  and  the  old  academy  of 
liinghamton.  She  and  her  husband  are  val- 
ued members  of  the  Universalist  church. 
Mr.  Jarvis  has  for  many  years  been  an  active 
and  energetic  member  of  the  Fire  Department, 
having  served  his  term  of  duty  zealously  and 
with  great  bravery  on  many  occasions,  ami  is 
now  honorably  retired,  and  belongs  to  the 
I^xempt  I'Mremen's  Association.  He  is  an 
idd  resident  of  Binghamton;  and,  having 
come  iiere  at  so  youthful  an  age,  he  may 
justly  consider  himself  as  having  grown  up 
with  the  city..  When  Ills' father  resitled  on 
the  place  where  his  cousin,  Sanford  Jarvis, 
nnw  lives,  liinghamlon  was  a  very  little  ham- 
let, which  had  a  population  of  scarcely  a 
thousand;  and  the  changes  in  forty  odd  years 
must  indeed  seem  marvellous  to  him.  He 
has  by  his  strict  attention  and  imtiring  indus- 
try accomjilished  a  great  deal  of  work  in  his 
lifetime,    and    is    regarded   as   an    experienced 


and  able  man  in  his  business.  So  absorbed 
has  he  been  in  his  own  occupation  that  he  has 
had  but  very  little  time  to  take  any  active 
part  in  politics  or  seeking  for  office,  although, 
as  a  man  and  citizen,  he  votes  for  what  he 
considers  the  best  interests  of  his  party.  He 
is  regarded  with  great  esteem  by  the  people  of 
Binghamton. 

RANK  W.  JEW1':LL,  a  general  mer- 
chant at  Tort  Dickinson,  N.Y.,  was 
born  at  Chenango  ]?ridge,  in  the  old  town  of 
Binghamton,  N.Y.,  July  25,  1861.  He  is 
descentled  from  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
15roome  County,  liis  grandfather  having  come 
here  with  General  Joshua  Whitney,  who  was 
his  brother-in-lnw,  and  the  manager  of  the 
great  Bingham  estate  on  which  the  city  of 
Binghamton  is  n(jw  situated.  Mr.  Jewell's 
family  were  from  New  Jersey,  and  of  old 
lvevoluti(jnary  stock.  His  maternal  great- 
grandfatlier  Lewis  attended  the  chain  which 
was  stretched  across  the  Hudson  River  by  the 
"patriots"  to  prevent  the  British  vessels  as- 
cending that  river;  and  his  great-grandfather 
Jewell,  who  was  a  descendant  of  the  famous 
Bishop  Jewell,  (jf  Faigland,  was  a  gallant 
soldier   of   tlie    Revohition. 

John  Jewell,  the  grandfather  of  Frank  W., 
settled  on  Mt.  I'rospect,  Hinghamton,  N.Y., 
and  conducted  a  farm  at  that  |)Iace  during  his 
life.  A  son  of  John  Jewell,  Walton,  who 
was  born  and  educated  there,  and  was  also  a 
farmer,  married  Miss  Jane  Lewis,  and  bought 
a  large  farm  at  Ciienang(j  Bridge,  ]?roome 
Coimty.      Mrs.  Jewell  was  a  daughter  of  Abi- 
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jah  Lewis,  who  was  also  a  pioneer  settler  in 
the  county.  Walton  Jewell  had  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  that  jjart  of  the  county,  and 
remained  there  until  his  death  in  May,  1S93, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  He  antl  his 
wife  atteniled  the  Methodist  church.  Mis 
widow  still  lives,  an  active  lady  of  sixty- 
eight  years.  They  reared  a  family  of  five 
children,  namely:  Charles  H.,  a  resident  of 
Bradford,  Pa. ;  Myra,  wife  of  Horace  Tread- 
well,  Conklin  Station;  Jennie,  deceased; 
Ella,  Mrs.  Charles  Beekwith,  of  Port  Dickin- 
son, N.Y.  ;  and  Frank  W.,  above  named. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in 
the  lower  branches  of  learning  in  the  district 
schools,  and  went  to  the  Wyoming  Seminary 
at  Kingston,  Pa.,  to  finish  his  studies.  After 
attaining  his  majority,  he  remaineil  at  home 
awhile,  and  in  April  of  1892  established  a 
general  store  and  grocery  business  at  I'ort 
Dickinson,  N.Y.,  wiiere  he  has  built  up  a 
good  trade.  The  post-office  of  the  village  is 
in  his  store.  In  October,  1881,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Lillian  Beekwith,  daughter  of, 
Ellas  Beekwith,  of  Plymouth,  Pa.,  who  has 
since  retired  from  business,  and  removed  to 
Binghamton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jewell  have  two 
children;  namely,  Merton  and  Ray.  The 
family  arc  attendants  and  supporters  of  the 
Haptist  cliurch  of  Port  Dickinson,  but  Mrs. 
Jewell  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church. 
The  eldest  son,  Charles,  was  a  minister  of  the 
Wyoming  Conference,  and  had  charge  of  the 
church  at  Chenango  Bridge. 

Mr.  Jewell  was  first  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  the  town  of  Binghamton  in  iSSS,  to 


fill  a  vacancy,  and  then  re-elected  for  a  full 
term,  and,  on  the  formation  of  the  town  of 
Dickinson,  held  over  the  office,  besides  hold- 
ing that  of  Supervisor,  to  which  he  was 
electeil  in  l'"ebruary  of  1S92.  lie  served  on 
several  committees  of  miscellaneous  county 
works,  and  also  on  towns  and  villages.  He 
was  re-elected  Supervisor  in  February  of 
1893.  Mr.  Jewell  is  President  of  the  Repub- 
lican Club  of  Port  Dickinson,  which  position 
he  has  filled  for  three  years,  and  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  ranks  of  his  party.  In  the 
Masonic  fraternity  he  is  a  member  of  Bing- 
hamton Lodge,  No.  177;  Binghamton  Chap- 
ter, No.  139,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Malta 
Commandery,  No.  21,  Knights  Templars;  and 
Otseningo  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men, 
in  which  he  is  Past  Sachem.  He  is  an  ener- 
getic, ambitious  man,  and  has  filled  the  many 
offices  of  trust  in  his  village  with  satisfaction 
to  his  constituents,  and  is  in  every  respect 
a  representative  citizen  of  this  progressive 
suburb   of   Binghamton. 


T^HARLES  A.  RIDER,  J. P.,  Postmaster 
I   J|         at    West    Windsor,    Broome    County, 

^ — ^  N.Y.,  was  born  December  20,  1837,  ' 
in  Dutchess  County,  New  York,  a  son  of 
Gambia  and  Lois  (Alberts)  Rider.  His 
grandfatlier,  James  Rider,  was  born  in  the 
same  county,  his  parents  being  early  settlers 
among  the  Dutch  colonists  on  the  shores  of 
the  Hudson  River.  James  Rider  was  a 
farmer,  and  an  energetic  and  industrious  biisi- 
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ncss  man,  having  every  prospect  of  a  success- 
ful and  prosiicrous  career,  Init,  unfortunately, 
was  accidentally  killed  by  falling  from  a  hay- 
mow when  he  was  but   forty-five  years   of   age. 

Gambia  Rider,  who  was  born  in  Columbia 
County  in  1806,  came  to  IJroome  County  in 
the  year  1S40,  and  settled  in  the  town  of 
Kirkwood,  at  that  time  called  Conklin.  He 
bought  land,  and  cultivated  a  farm  there  until 
his  death,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
He  was  a  respcctetl  and  popular  man  in  his 
section.  His  wife  was  born  in  tlie  town  of 
Newburg,  Orange  County,  in  18 iS.  She  still 
lives  at  Kirkwood.  They  had  eight  children, 
of  whom  si.\  are  li\'ing,  namely:  Charles  A., 
the  eldest;  Sarah,  residing  with  her  mother; 
Alfred  1'.,  of  Washington,  D.C.;  William 
G.,  of  Windsor;  John  A.,  County  Treasurer 
of  Hroomc  County,  residing  in  Binghamton; 
and  Jerry,  whose  home  is  in  Michigan. 
George  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  and 
Frank  aged  eighteen  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  three 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed  to 
Kirkwood.  He  was  educated  in  the  district 
school,  and  assisted  at  the  home  farm  until 
he  was  twenty  years  old.  He  bought  his  fir.st 
land,  which  consisted  of  abOut  forty  acres,  in 
the  town  of  Kirkwood,  where  he  resideil  f(.ir 
four  years;  and  then,  removing  to  the  town 
of  Wintlsor,  he  purchased  a  large  farm,  which 
he  conducted  until  1S71,  when  he  engaged  in 
his  present  mercantile  business.  Mr.  Rider 
was  married  in  1S61  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Weed, 
who  was  born  in  Kirkwood,  daughter  of  Orrin 
and    M.iry   (Wilbur)  Weed.      Her    father    was 


a  farmer  there  for  many  years,  but  now,  at 
seventy-six  years  of  age,  resides  with  Mr. 
Rider.  His  wife  died  June  7,  1890.  Mr. 
antl  Mrs.  Weed  reared  tliree  children,  two  of 
whom  survive,  namely:  .Sarah  K.,  Mrs. 
Rider;  antl  i'lgbert,  who -lives  in  the  town  of 
Colesville.  A  daughter,  ICva,  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty  years. 

Few  men  are  more  busily  employeil  all  the 
year  round  than  Mr.  Rider,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  winters  with  his  mercantile  business  and 
during  the  summers  f(jllows  his  trades  of 
mason  and  coo[)er.  He  is  agent  for  the  Agri- 
cultural Insurance  Coni|)any  of  Watertown, 
N.Y.,  and  has  held  the  position  of  Postmaster 
at  West  Wintlsor  froni  1872,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  year  and  ten  months.  He  is  now 
on  his  third  term  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
has  been  Assessor  for  twelve  years.  In  1S80 
he  was  Census  luumierator  of  Windsor,  and 
in  1890  was  apiiointed  to  the  same  position 
by  Mr.  Joseph  Schnell,  of  Hinghamton,  Su- 
pervisor  of    Census. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rider  are  the  parents  of  three 
children,  namely:  (ieorge  W.,  residing  in 
Binghamton,  a  collector  for  the  daily  Repub- 
lican of  that  city;  l-'red  M.,  collector  for  the 
same  paper,  residing  in  Windsor;  and  Bertha 
y\.,  living  at  home.  Mr.  Rider  is  a  I'Yee 
and  Accepted  Mason,  belonging  to  Windsor 
Lodge,  No.  442.  He  is  a  zealous  and  strong 
adherent  of  the  Republican  party,  and  is  one 
of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  the  town  of 
Windsor.  He  has  always  been  an  active, 
energetic,  and  [lublic-spirited  resident  of  his 
town,  and   has   found    time    with    all    his  busi- 
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ness  affairs  to  be  interested  in  the  welfare 
and  progress  of  the  place.  The  many  local 
offices  he  has  held  are  proofs  sufficient  of  his 
popularity,  and  his  influence  is  ever  used 
judiciously  for  the   benefit   of   the  cuninuinity. 


TrA)/TLLIAM     WEST,    a    respectec 
VpV^      dent    of    the    town    of    Kirl 


:ted   resi- 
rkwood, 

N.Y.,  an  extensive  dealer  in  real  estate,  was 
born  December  25,  1822,  in  Ireland,  where 
his  parents,  William  and  Ann  (Cayles)  West, 
spent  all  their  lives  on  a  farm.  There  were 
three  children  born  to  them:  Thomas  and 
Catherine,  who  remained  in  Ireland;  and 
William,  who  came  to  this  country  when 
about  ten  years  of  age  with  an  uncle.  They 
were  si.\  weeks  on  the  voyage  from  Liverpool 
to  Quebec,  from  which  place  William  finally 
reached  Hroome  County,  where  he  has  resided 
until  now. 

In  his  native  country  he  received  his  pri- 
mary education,  which  he  followed  up  in  the 
district  schools  in  America.  lie  began  work- 
ing out  by  the  month,  receiving  seven  dollars 
per  month  for  his  first  season's  labor.  lie 
was  always  industrious,  never  being  out  of 
a  place,  and  so  econoniical  that  after  fifteen 
yeais  of  work  lie  had  saved  enougli  to  buy 
hiiuself  a  farm.  He  has  now  for  many  years 
been  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  land,  and 
by  his  excellent  judgment  in  his  dealings  has 
secured  a  comfortable  property,  so  that  he 
is  able  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
ease  and  plenty.  Mr.  West  takes  jiride  in 
the   fact    that    he   is  a  self-made  man.      Dili- 


gence and  perseverance  and  strong,  willing 
hands  constituted  the  capital  he  had  to  start 
with;  and  the  resulting  jjrosperity  he  has 
gained   has   been   the   just   reward. 

Mr.  West  was  married  in  his  twenty-second 
year  to  Miss  Julia  Lines,  who  was  born  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  After  his  marriage  he 
made  his  first  purchase  of  land,  which  con- 
sisted of  thirty  acres  in  the  town  of  Coles- 
ville,  N.Y.,  where  he  resided  a  few  years. 
He  then  moved  to  Pennsylvania,  and  after 
staying  there  two  years  came  back  to  Broome 
County,  where  he  has  since  maile  his  home. 
I\Ir.  and  Mrs.  West  have  had  five  children,  of 
whom  three  are  now  living.  They  are: 
Mary,  wife  of  George  Simpson,  of  liingham- 
ton,  N.Y. ;  Harriet,  wife  of  Mr.  Irving 
Heath,  of  the  town  of  Windsor;  and  Laura, 
wife  of  J.  C.  Broat,  of  Binghamton.  A 
daughter,  Sarah,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four;  and  a  son,  William  I'rancis,  at  the  age 
of  five  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  West  are  among  the  old  set- 
•  tiers  of  the  town  of  Kirkwood,  and  are  held  in 
the  highest  regard  in  the  community:  Mr. 
West  is  a  man  who  is  well  known  among  the 
business  men  of  the  city  of  Binghamton  and 
Broome  County  as  thoroughly  reliable  and 
upright  in  his  transactions.  His  business  of 
buying  and  selling  land  has  brought  him 
into  contact  with  scores  of  people,  who  have 
always  been  pleased  with  his  honorable  and 
courteous  dealings.  In  their  religious  views 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  West  are  liberal,  and,  while 
following  the  doctrines  of  morality  anil  re- 
vealed   religion,    have    not    connected     them- 
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selves    with     any     particular    sect.       In     his 
IJolitics   Mr.    West    is   a   Democrat. 


^I^KV.  SAMUKL  D.  DAY,  rector  of  the 
Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd  of 
]?inghaniton,  N.Y.,  comes  from  a 
long  line  of  New  hjigland  ancestry,  whose 
founders  came  at  an  early  date  from  the 
mother  country  to  Connecticut,  and  were 
prominent  manufacturers  and  residents  of 
Hartford  in  thai  State.  It  was  there  that  Mr. 
Day  was  born,  his  jxirents  being  Denman  D. 
and  Elizabeth  R.  (Gillett)  Day,  who,  with  his 
grandfather,  Denman  Dewey  Day,  were  well- 
known  and  highly  respected  peo})le.  The 
father  afterward  moved  from  Hartford  to 
Windsor  Locks,  and  was  there  extensively 
engaged  for  some  years  in  manufacturing  wire. 
Retired  from  business,  he  now  makes  his 
home  in  Waterloo,  la.  The  mother  also  still 
lives.      The   family   were  all    Presbyterians. 

The  son  Samuel  was  sent  to  the  common 
schools  of  Hartford  for  his  primary  education, 
and  then  took  his  classical  course  at  Trinity 
College  in  that  city.  Although  reared  in  the 
strictest  tenets  of  the  Presbyterian  faith,  with 
its  traditions  and  opinions  Tonstituting  his 
natural  iieritage,  on  attaining  maturity  he 
made  his  selection  of  the  I-lpiscopal  Church, 
recognizing  in  it  the  one  best  suited  to  his 
spiritual  needs.  Deciding  to  devote  himself 
to  the  Christian  ministry,  to  qualify  himself 
to  take  holy  orders  he  attended  the  Divinity 
School  at  Philadelphi.i,  Pa.  He  was  ordained 
Deacon   in    1867  in   Scranton,    I'a.,  and  after- 


ward elevated  to  the  priesthood  in  Cedar 
Ra]3ids,  la.  He  officiated  at  Dundaff,  Pa., 
and  in  the  Second  Church  of  the  h^vangelist, 
Philadelphia,  as  Di^acon,  and  then  went  as 
Rector  to  Waterloo,  la.,  where  his  first  work 
was  to  build  a  church.  I-'rom  there  he  was 
called  to  Rockford,  111.,  where  he  remained 
for  twelve  years.  He  was  next  stationed  for 
fifteen  years  at  Brownsville,  I'a.,  as  Rector  of 
Christ  Church,  and  then  hai.1  charge  of  the 
Church  of  the  Ascension  at  Bradford,  Pa., 
until,  receiving  a  call  to  the  Church  of  the 
Good  Shepherd  in  Pinghamton,  N.Y.,  he 
moved  to  this  city  in  1890,  succeeding  the 
Rev.  Herbert  (irabau,  wlio  had  Iseen  trans- 
ferred  to   (3swego,    N.Y. 

On  October  10,  1867,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Day 
married  Miss  I-31izabeth  G.  I""inney,  daughter 
of  Thomas  P.  Finney,  of  ]':iizabeth,  N.J. 
Mr.  Finney  has  .1  heauliful  country  residence 
at  Dundaff,  Susquehanna  County,  Pa.,  and  is 
a  prominent  lawyer  ami  land-owner  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. Mr.  and  Mrs.  J)ay  were  married 
October  10,  18^7.  They  have  one  son,  Wil- 
lard  Day,  a  druggist  in  the  Wilkinson  Plock 
on  Main  Street,  Binghamton. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  D.  Day  is  a  most  loyal 
and  devoted  Churchman.  He  has  improved 
and  jjeautified  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shep- 
herd, adding  a  new  sanctuary  and  tower.  An 
ardent  ritualist,  he  obeys  scrupulously  every 
canon,  and  observes  every  jjrescribed  devo- 
tional form  of  his  cliurch,  and  may  be  consid- 
ered the  best  ex|ionent  of  the  High  Church 
movement  in  this  city.  lie  is  an  elo(|uent 
and  forcible  speakci,  and  loves  the  great  work 
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to  which  he  has  consecrated  himself.  His 
congregation  has  increased  materially,  and 
from  indications  will  soon  require  a  larger 
edifice.  With  the  other  additions  and  im- 
provements he  has  made  to  the  church  prop- 
erty is  a  new  parish  house.  The  work  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Day  has  already  been  crowned  with 
honor  and  blessings  in  Biiighamton,  and  he 
possesses  in  a  high  ilegree  tlie  esteem  of  his 
brother  clergymen  and  the  confidence  and 
affection  of  his  people.  He  is  a  gentleman 
of  rare  social  and  intellectual  qualities,  and 
is  in  every  respect  a  true  Christian  pastor. 


|LIAS  M.  IIUMKS,  of  the  firm  of  Humes 
&  Smith,  general  grocers  in  Bingham- 
ton,  has  been  a  member  of  this  firm  since 
its  organization  in  1886.  They  first  located 
their  store  on  the  corner  of  Front  and  Main 
Streets,  beginning  in  a  small  way,  em|)loying 
but  one  clerk  and  not  attempting  to  do  a 
large  business;  but  under  their  management, 
on  the  principles  of  honesty,  integrity,  and 
fair  dealing,  as  their  efforts  were  duly  appre- 
ciated by  the  community,  the  growth  was 
rapid,  until  they  were  twice  compelled  to 
enlarge.  When  the  Wilkinson  lilock  was 
erected  on  the  south-west  corner  of  Front  and 
Main  Streets,  they  rented  the  double  store- 
room on  the  corner,  having  it  arranged  ex- 
pressly for  their  use,  with  ice-boxes  and  cold 
storage.  In  1S93  they  removetl  to  these 
quarters,  where  they  have  since  remained, 
having  the  finest  store  for  the  purpose  in  the 
city,  and   fully  sustaining  their   reputation  as 


a  square  -  dealing  firm.  They  now  emjiloy 
thirteen  people,  keeping  three  or  four  teams 
busy,  and  enjoy  a  liberal  patronage,  which  is 
well  deserveil,  having  been  honestly  earned. 

Mr.  Humes  was  born  at  Thompson,  Conn., 
December  12,  1852,  a  son  of  Hiram  and  Re- 
becca (Carpenter)  Humes.  His  father  was  a 
carpenter  and  architect;  and  his  grandfather, 
from  the  same  place,  subsequently  removed  to 
I'awtucket,  R.I.  They  were  good  citizens 
and  valuable  members  of  society,  belonging 
to  the  Baptist  church,  and  governed  in  all 
their  dealings  by  the  standard  of  truth  and 
justice.  K.  M.  Humes  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools.  Not  having  means  at  his 
disposal  with  which  to  enter  business  life,  he 
went  to  Boston,  and,  finding  employment, 
remained  four  years.  He  came  next  to  I5ing- 
hamton,  and  worked  for  Lester  &  Co.  two 
years,  and  then  formed  the  [jresent  partner- 
shij).  He  is  a  member  of  Binghamton  Lodge, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  anil  a  gentleman  of  pleasing- 
social  qualities.  He  married  Miss  Adele 
Smith,  of  Binghamton,  ApvU  2,  1S84.  They 
have  two  chiUlren,  Bernice  and  Chester. 
They  are  members  of  Tabernacle  Church,  of 
which  he  is  Steward. 


■sTtAME-S  M.  price,  a  progressive  farmer 
of  the  town  of  Kirkwoud,  belongs  to 
one  of  the  oklest  families  of  Broome 
County.  Fie  was  born  in  the  town  of  Vestal, 
November  14,  i  S47,  son  of  George'  S.  and 
limily  (Tucker)  Price.  The  father,  who  was 
also    born    in    \''estal,    was   of    New    EnglaYid 
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stock ;  but  tlic  mother  came  from  the  town  of 
Lisle  in  tliis  county.  Daniel  i'rice,  the 
j^-|-antlfather  of  James,  antl  the  great-ijrantl- 
father,  Josiah  I'rice,  moved  from  Connecticut 
to  New  York  State,  and  were  among  the  first 
white  settlers  of  ]?roomc  County.  They 
Ijought  land  in  the  town  of  Vestal,  and  Daniel 
Price  was  at  one  time  the  leading-  farmer  and 
lumberman  of  that  place.  lie  had  a  family 
of  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  nearly  all  of 
whom  reached  advanced  ages;  but  only  two 
are  now  surviving,  namely:  Joseph,  in  Monti- 
cello,  la.;  Ryas,  living  in  Pennsylvania, 
lie  aiul  his  wite  ilied  when  quite  aged  in  the 
town  of  Vestal.  They  were  Presbyterians  in 
religion,  and  Mr.  Price  was  an  old  line  Whig. 

George  Price,  the  father  of  our  subject,  who 
has  recently  died,  was  rearetl  in  the  town  of 
Vestal,  but  in  1S51  came  to  Pinghamton, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  business  of  carting, 
following  this  until  1S78,  when  he  moved  to 
iiis  rented  farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy 
acres  in  the  town  of  Kirkwood.  Here  he  car- 
ried on  general  farming,  his  principal  occupa- 
tion being  dairying,  taking  especial  pride  in 
his  full-blooded  Jersey  and  Holstcin  cattle,  of 
which  he  had  from  thirty  to  forty-five  head. 
Of  his  four  children,  three  *are  now  living: 
James  M.,  who  occupies  the  home  farm; 
Jerome  ]•'..,  residing  in  VVinilsor;  Jessie  P., 
living  at  home.  In  his  politics  Mr.  George 
Price   was   a   I\.e])ublican. 

James  M.  Price  grew  to  manhood  in  the 
city  of  Binghamton,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  public  schools.  Having  a  natural  in- 
clination   for   agricultural    pursuits,    he    early 


turned  his  attention  to  farming,  in  which  he 
has  ever  since  been  engaged.  In  18X2  he 
married  Miss  luigenia  I!.  Pinch,  daughter 
of  Alpheus  and  Jane  (^Waterman)  P'ineh,  all 
natives  of  Pinghamtmi.  They  have  an  inter- 
esting family  of  three  children,  as  follows: 
I'Tank  A.,  born  P'ebruary,  1887;  IClIa  L., 
born  January,  1889;  and  George  O.,  born  in 
I  891. 

I, ike  his  parents,  Mr.  Price  is  liberal  in 
liis  religious  views;  and  he  follows  his  father 
in  being  a  Republican.  lie  belongs  to  the 
Order  of  Red  Men  at  Pinghamton,  and  also  to 
the  Patrons  of  Husbandry. 

In  1 887  he  was  elected  Supervisor  on  the 
Republican  ticket  in  the  town  of  K.irkw<iod, 
which  ortlinarily  gives  a  Democratic  majority 
of  from  forty  to  sixty  votes.  In  1S90  Mi'. 
Price  was  one  of  the  census  enumerators,  and 
gave  the  best  satisfaction  for  the  efficient 
manner   in    which   he   conducted   his   work. 

In  connection  with  general  farming  and  the 
management  of  a  dairy  Mr.  Price  deals  exten- 
sively in  Jeisey  and  llolstein  cattle.  He  is 
one  of  tlie  [jrogressive  young  farmers  in  the 
town,  and  keeps  everything  about  his  [dace  in 
first-class  order.  As  a  man  and  a  citizen,  it 
may  be  said  that  he  has  well  maintaineil  the 
honorable  recortl  made  l.)y  his  ancestors. 


I£  WITT  P.  liAlLlCY,  M.D.,  who 
r-,  •  has  been  actively  en^aLTcd  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  the  city 
of  Binghamton  since  January,  1890,  was  born 
at    Richfield    Springs,    Otsego   County,   N.Y., 
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July  31,  1866.  His  father,  Dr.  William  T. 
IJailey,  was  born  Aiiril  20,  1828,  and  is  a 
self-made  man,  having  left  home  when  four- 
teen years  old,  educated  himself,  and  made 
his  own  way  in  the  world.  He  read  medicine 
with  Dr.  Peak,  of  Cooperstown,  and  settled  at 
Richfield  Springs,  where  he  has  since  re- 
mained, though  now  retired  from  active  prac- 
tice. He  has  always  taken  great  interest  in 
the  enterprises  of  his  town,  is  the  author  of 
some  excellent  works  descriptive  of  that 
neighborhood,  among  them  one  called  "Rich- 
field Springs  and  Vicinity,"  which  met  with 
a  considerable  sale,  and  is  a  work  of  much 
merit. 

The  mother  of  De  Witt  was  formerly 
Amelia  Peak,  daughter  of  Dr.  Peak,  of 
Cooperstown.  His  paternal  grandfather  was 
Roger  Bailey,  who  came  from  England  and 
settled  at  Fly  Creek,  in  Otsego  County, 
N.Y.,  and  there  remained  while  he  lived. 
The  future  wife  of  the  emigrant  was  a  pas- 
senger in  the  same  boat.  The  earlier  mem- 
bers of  the  Bailey  family  were  generally  con- 
nected with  the  Methodist  lipiscopal  Church, 
in  which  organization  they  were  earnest 
workers  in  the  good  cause.  Dr.  William 
Bailey  has  been  for  nirwiy  years  a  member  of 
tlic  Presbyterian  church  and  a  Deacon  of  the 
same. 

De  Witt  P.  ]5ailcy  attended  school  in  his 
native  village,  and  later  went  to  Hamilton 
College,  receiving  a  good  education.  He 
first  read  medicine  with  his  father,  and  subse- 
quently attended  the  medical  department  of 
the    University  of   New   York,  at  which  insti- 


tution he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1889. 
His  ability  and  learning  were  held  in  such 
esteem  that  he  was  appointed  House  Surgeon 
and  Resident  Physician  at  St.  Joseph's  Hos- 
pital, Paterson,  N. J.,  where  he  remained  until 
coming  to  liinghamton.  Here  Dr.  Bailey 
was  first  associated  with  Dr.  F".  I.  Stacy,  an 
old  established  physician,  which  partnership 
continued  till  the  death  of  the  senior  mem- 
ber, when  he  succeeded  to  all  the  practice, 
and  has  since  been  alone,  having  an  extended 
and  increasing  patronage. 

Dr.  De  Witt  P.  Bailey  stands  high  in  the 
medical  profession,  and,  although  compara- 
tively a  young  man,  is  the  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Broome  County  Homoeopathic 
Medical  Society,  and  gives  considerable  at- 
tention to  the  various  discussions  of  the 
organization,  keeping  fully  abreast  with  the 
advanced  scientific  thought  of  the  times,  and 
being  cognizant  of  the  very  best  methods  in 
medical  practice.  He  was  married  April  12,' 
1S93,  to  Miss  Lula  French,  of  this  city.  He 
is  a  genial,  social  gentleman,  is  a  member  of 
the  I'irst  Presbyterian  Church,  and  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  to  the  Semi- 
nole Tribe  of  the  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Men. 


LPRANK  S.  ANDERSON,  attorney  and 
y\^  counsellor  ^  at  -  law,  of  Binghamton, 
N.Y.,  was  born  at  Callicoon  Depot,  Sullivan 
County,  N.Y.,  July  11,  1868,  son  of  Judge 
John  F.  and  Eunice  (Shaw)  Anderson.  His 
father  was  one  of  the  old  residents  of  that 
county,  being  a  son  of  Joseph  Anderson,  who 
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settled  there  early  in  the  present  century, 
liaving  moved  from  New  ICnglaiid.  John  P. 
Antlerson  read  law  in  that  county,  antl  prac- 
tised al  Callicoon  Depot.  He  was  County 
Judge  for  two  terms,  residing  during  that 
time,  from  1870  till  1.SS2,  at  Monticello,  the 
county  seat,  having  previously  served  for  one 
term  as  District  Attoiaiey.  Me  marrieil  Miss 
Shaw;  and  they  are  still  living  in  Sullivan 
County,  both  being  devoted  members  of  the 
Methodist   Episcopal   churcii. 

I'rank  S.  Anderson  pursued  his  elementary 
studies  first  in  the  schools  at  Monticello, 
then  at  Wallkill  y\cademy  at  Middletown, 
N.Y.,  and  finished  at  the  Delaware  Literary 
Institute  at  I'ranklin,  N.Y.  He  entered  the 
office  of  his  father  in  1S86,  and  read  law  with 
him  for  two  years,  coming  from  there  to  Hing- 
hamton,  N.Y.,  where  he  remaineil  in  the 
office  of  Judge  Arms  for  one  year,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  the  general  term  held 
in  this  city  in  I'eljruary  of  i  Sgo.  He  at  once 
located  his  office  for  practice  at  No.  58  Court 
Street,  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  and  has  built  up 
for  himself  a  large  business,  and  has  a  good 
reputation  among  his  associates  of  the  legal 
fraternity.  lie  has  a  general  practice,  and  is 
considered  l>y  tlie  public  a  sound  and  reliable 
lawyer. 

Ou  June  28,  1S91,  Mr.  Anderson  married 
Miss  Annie  Shultz,  of  Binghamton.  They 
have  one  child,  Helen,  and  are  attendants  and 
supporters  of  the  Methodist  ICpiseopal  church. 
Mr.  Anderson  is  a  Free  anil  Accepted  Mason, 
belonging  to  Otseningo  Lodge  and  the  Bing- 
hamton   Chapter.      He    is   also    prominent    in 


the  Order  of  Red  Men,  and,  being  of  the 
Democratic  political  faith,  has  done  consider- 
able work  for  the  campaign  committee. 


UGENIC  HALL,  one  of  the  successful 
agriculturists  of  Broome  County,  is 
living  on  his  farm  of  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen acres  in  tlie  town  of  Lisle,  where  he  set- 
tled in  187S.  He  has  improved  upon  the 
methods  practised  by  his  people  in  the  years 
gone  by,  and  maizes  the  work  less  arduous, 
so  that,  instead  of  a  life  of  drudgery  with 
small  returns,  it  becomes  a  life  of  pleasure 
with   rich   reward. 

He  was  born  in  the  State  of  Connecticut  in 
185 1,  and  in  his  infancy  was  brought  by  his 
father,  William  V.  Hall,  to  Texas,  in  the 
town  of  Marathon,  Corllantl  County,  N."\'. 
His  parents  were  both  natives  of  Connecticut. 
His  father  died  in  Cortland  County  in  1864, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years,  leaving  a  widow, 
Calsine  Penoyer  Hall,  who  died  January  4, 
1892.  ■  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  brought  up  two 
children,  Eugene  and  his  sister  Josephine, 
now  the  wife  of  George  W.  Cook,  living  at 
Windsor,  Broome  County.  ICugene  Hall  had 
also  one  half-brother  and  one  half-sister: 
lunma  A.,  wife  of  Martin  Maricle,  now  liv- 
ing in  this  State;  ami  Charles  E.,  living  at 
Stamford,  Conn.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren was  Mr.  Hall's  first  wife,  wliose  maiden 
name  was  Miranda  Purdy.  She  tlied  in  mid- 
dle  life   in   Connecticut. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  edu- 
cated   in   the   district   school   and  the  academy 
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at  Maratlion,  was  married  December  6,  1876, 
to  Augusta  Schcrmerhoru,  a  daughter  of 
Miram  and  Panielia  (Caul)  Schermerluirn. 
Iler  parents  were  also  Connecticut  people, 
and  the  father  a  cloth-dresser  by  trade,  which 
occupation  he  followed  much  of  his  life,  hav- 
ing a  mill  at  Schodack  in  Rensselaer  County. 
lie  came  to  this  county  about  the  year  1S56, 
and  engaged  in  farming  near  Killawog  for 
some  years  before  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  18G5,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years.  His 
wife  survived  him,  a  widow  for  seventeen 
years,  and  tiled  April  10,  1882,  when  seventy 
years  old.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Charles,  who  died  when  forty-seven 
years  old  in  1S82,  leaving  a  family;  George, 
who  resides  in  Lincoln,  Neb.;  Mary,  wife  of 
Watson  Lynde,  of  Killawog;  and  Augusta, 
Mrs.    Hall. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  first  managed  a  farm 
adjoining  the  one  now  occupied  by  them. 
They  have  buried  one  infant  daughter,  and 
have  one  fine  boy,  three  years  old,  named 
Glenn  Hall,  who  was  born  December  21,- 
1890.  Mr.  Hall  was  early  accustomed  to 
farm  work;  and  the  habits  of  industry,  thor- 
oughness, and  thrift  formed  in  youth  have 
been  of  use  to  him  jn  later  life.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  keeping  eighteen  cows, 
and  sells  his  milk  for  the  New  York  market. 
Socially,  he  is  a  pleasant  gentleman,  inclined 
to  make  the  best  of  life,  without  borrowing 
trouble.  Politically,  he  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  is  not,  however,  a 
partisan  in  a  strict  sense,  and  recoguiizes  the 
fact  that  organizations  sometimes   make  mis- 


takes, but  believes  in  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  that  party  as  enunciated  in  their 
national  platforms.  He  desires  the  greatest 
jiossible  good  to  the  largest  number,  and  be- 
lieves that  individual  selfish  motives  should 
not  be  permitted  to  control  legislation  to  the 
detriment  of  the  great  majority. 


of 

to 

Feb- 


7T^HARL1<:S  P.  RADEKER,  Treasurer 
I   J|        the    city    of     Binghamton,    N.Y., 

^ ^  which   office  he  was  electetl  in  F( 

ruary  of  1893,  is  a  native  of  Colchester,  Del- 
aware County,  N.Y.,  and  was  born  there 
January  3,  1S43,  son  of  Barna  and  Elizabeth 
(Fuller)  Radeker.  Barna  Radeker  was  one 
of  the  oldest  residents  of  Delaware  County, 
his  father,  Jacob  Radeker,  having  been  a  pio- 
neer settler  there  from  Orange  County,  near 
Newburg,  N.Y.  The  land  that  Jacob  Rade- 
ker bought  at  Colchester  was  all  a  virgin 
wilderness,  which  he  had  to  clear  to  make  his 
farm  and  build  a  home.  He  died  at  that 
place. 

His  son  Barna  was  an  extensive  farmer  and 
lumlicrman,  and  at  one  time  owned  at  Col- 
chester three  saw-mills,  a  store,  and  a  large 
farm.  He  remained  in  business  until  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  November. 
25,  1 89 1.  He  was  born  in  1805,  and  was 
eighty-six  years  old  when  he  died.  He  held 
the  office  of  Supervisor  for  a  great  number  of 
years,  and  was  also  Under-sheriff  of  Delaware 
County  several  years.  He  was  a  Democrat 
during  the  war,  but  afterward  became  a  Re- 
publican.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barna   Radeker  w(5re 
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attendants  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  of 
which  the  mother  was  a  strict  member.  Mrs. 
Raiieker  was  a  ilaunhler  ol  Joseph  l'"iillcr,  who 
removed  to  Colchester  from  Connecticut  about 
tlie  time  she  was  born.  There  were  eight 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Radeker,  viz.  : 
Bolivar,  who  resides  at  the  old  homestead,  and 
was  for  many  years  Cashier  of  the  Deposit 
National  Bank;  Elbridge,  living  in  Bingham- 
ton,  N.Y.;  SaKih  M.  Shafer,  living  at  Andes, 
N.Y.;  Mile,  a  resident  of  Colchester;  Barna 
E.,  a  Coroner  of  Broome  County,  and  a  prac- 
tising physician  in  Deposit;  and  Charles  1'. 
Tliese  six  named  are  all  of  the  children  now 
living. 

Charles  P.  Radeker  in  his  youth  pursued 
his  studies  successively  at  Colchester,  at  the 
academy  at  Deposit,  and  at  Delhi,  N.Y.  He 
had  barely  attained  his  majority  when  the 
tocsin  of  war  called  the  patriotic  men  of  the 
country  to  its  defence;  and,  although  not  of 
age  to  bear  arms,  the  fires  of  patriotism 
burned-  too  strongly  in  his  breast  to  allow 
him  to  remain  a  laggard,  anil  so  it  came 
about  that  in  August  of  1862  he  laid  aside 
his  school-books  and  enlisted  in  Compan)'  K, 
One  Hundred  ami  P'orty-fonrth  New  York 
Volunteer  Infantr)',  and  October  11,  1.S62, 
marched  with  them  to  defend  the  city  of 
Washington,  D.C.  His  company  was  as- 
signed to  the  Third  Brigade,  Abercrombie's 
Division,  Twenty-second  Corps,  February, 
1S63;  in  tlie  Third  (Hughton's)  Brigade, 
Gurncy's  Division,  Department  of  Virginia, 
from  April,  1863;  in  I-"irst  Brigade,  Gordoit's 
Division   of   Seventh   Corps,  from  Ma)',   1863; 


of  Fourth  Corps  from  June,  1863;  in  -the 
Second  Brigade,  l''irst  Division,  lideventh 
Corps,  from  July,  1S63;  in  the  Second  Brig- 
ade, Gordon's  Division,  Tenth  Corps,  on 
P'olly  Island,  S.C.,  from  August  12,  1863; 
in  Shimmelpfenning's  Division,  Tenth  Corps, 
from  January,  1864;  in  P'irst  Brigade,  Ames's 
Division,  Tenth  Corps,  from  P'ebruary,  1864; 
in  the  District  of  Florida,  Department  of  the 
South,  from  April,  1864;  at  Hilton  Head, 
S.C.,  from  June,  1864;  in  the  First  (Potter's) 
Brigade,  Coast  Division,  Department  Gulf, 
from  November,  1S64;  in  the  Third  Separate 
Brigade,  District  of  Hilton  Head,  Depart- 
ment of  the  .South,  from  January,  1S65;  and, 
commanded  by  Colonel  James  Lewis,  it  was 
honorably  discharged  and  mustered  out  at 
Hilton  Head,  S.C,  June  25,  1865.  During 
its  service  the  regiment  lost  b)'  death  as  fol- 
lows: killed  in  action,  one  officer,  twenty 
enlisted  men;  of  wounds  received  in  action, 
one  officer,  eighteen  enlisted  men;  of  disease 
and  other  causes,  four  officers,  one  hundred 
and  seventy-four  men;  total.,  six  olficers,  two 
hundred  and  twelve  men;  aggregate,  two  hun- 
dred and  eighteen,  ol  whom  one  enlisted  man 
died  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  ]5eing  on 
detached  service  at  the  time  his  regiment  was 
mustered  out,  Mr.  Radeker  received  his  honor- 
able discharge  at  I-'ortress  Monroe,  Va. 

After  the  war  he  went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  a[)pointeil  Receiving  Clerk  of 
the  Merchants'  P^xpress  Company  of  that  city, 
but  only  served  in  this  capacity  for  one  year, 
when,  on  account  of  ill  health,  he  was  obliged 
to    give    it    up,    and  return etl    to    Colchester, 
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where  in  company  with  his  brothers  he  cn- 
gai;-c(l  in  the  lumber  trade,  and  built  large 
steam  mills,  which  were  the  first  in  that 
vicinity,  as  previously  they  had  all  been  run 
by  water  [lower.  The  brothers  operated  the 
mill,  doing  an  extensive  and  lucrative  busi- 
ness until  187S,  when  Charles  I',  sold  out  his 
interest,  and  came  to  Hingiiamton,  N.Y.  He 
engaged  here  in  the  grocery  business  with 
Messrs.  Conine  &  Gleason  on  h'ront  Street, 
remaining  with  them  as  clerk  until  18S9, 
when  the  Home  Mutual  Loan  Association  of 
Jiinghamton  was  establisheil,  and  Mr.  Rade- 
ker  received  the  appointment  of  book-keeper. 
He  fiUeil  this  jjosition  satisfactorily,  and  only 
lelt  tlie  company  when  he  was  appointed  by 
the  ]?oard  of  Aldermen  to  the  important  posi- 
tion of  City  Treasurer  in  February,  1S93. 
Mr.  Radeker  was  Supervisor  for  the  Ft)urth 
Ward  of  liinghamton  in  1 89  J,  and  served 
accei)iably  on  the  Committees  of  .Poor  Ac- 
counts  and    Printing. 

In  June,  1870,  Mr.  Charles  P.  Radeker  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Terry,  daughter  of 
Lorenzo  D.  Terry,  her  family  being  among 
the  first  settlers  of  Massachusetts,  having 
come  over  soon  after  the  landing  of  the  Pil- 
grims on  the  shori^s  of  Plymouth.  Two 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Radeker;  namely,  Josephine  and  Ellie  J. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  West  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  Mrs.  Radeker  and  daugh- 
ters are  earnest  and  active  workers  in  the 
charities  of  their  church.  The  election  and 
appointment  of  Mr.  Radeker  to  these  impor- 
tant  municipal   positions  proves   that  his  fel- 


low-citizens have  a  high  estimation  of  his 
integrity,  judgment,  and  ability.  The  por- 
trait accompanying  the  present  sketch  will  be 
appreciated  by  the  many  friends  of  this  effi- 
cient and  trustworthy  city  official,  who  know 
him  in  [irivate  and  in  public  life  as  a  most 
estimable  and  deserving  Lrentleman. 


I'NRY  H.  DkVOI':,  grocer,  having' a 
ood  trade  at  No.  23  Floral  Avenue, 
Binghamton,  was  born  March  9, 
1834,  at  Ludlowville,  Tonijjkins  County, 
N.Y.  He  is  a  descentlant  of  an  old  New  Eng-' 
land  family,  his  iiaternal  grandfather  having 
settled  in  Ttimpkins  County  early  in  the  cen- 
tury. His  parents,  John  and  Rachel  (De- 
Witt)  DeVoc,  moved  to  Binghamton,  living 
near  Port  Dickinson,  a  suburb  of  this  city. 
The  father  was  a  cloth-})resser  and  wool- 
carder,  and  carried  on  the  business  at  that 
place  for  a  few  years,  but  in  1859  moved. to 
the  town  of  Union,  N.Y.,  where  he  bought 
and  cultivated  a  farm.  The  mother  was  a 
native  of  Cayuga  County,  and  she  and  her 
husband  died  on  their  farm  near  Union. 
They  were  members  of  the  Congregational 
churcli.  Two  sons  were  born  to  them,  • 
Henry  H.  and  Benjamin,  both  residents  of 
Binghamton. 

Henry  DeVoe  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  city  of  liinghamton,  and  when 
of  age,  having  meanwhile  assisted  his  father 
on  the  farm,  purchased  a  [dace  for  himself, 
and  started  on  Iris  own  account.  Having 
made  a  home,  he  naturally  thought  of  provid- 
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ing  a  mistress  for  it  and  a  Iielpmate  for  him- 
self; ami  on  November  27,  1868,  he  was 
mai'rieil  to  Miss  Augusta  Swarlout,  daughter 
of  Joi'l  ami  Margaret  Swartout,  residents  of 
Union,  hut  formcrl)'  from  Now  Jcisey.  The 
larm  ijurchased  by  Mr.  J^eVoe  was  in  Union, 
and  while  he  resided  there  he  was  for  many 
years  Overseer  of  the  I'oor  and  Constable  of 
the  town.  October  6,  i  S90,  having  sold  the 
farm,  he  removed  to  the  I'ourth  Ward  of 
]5inghamton,  N.Y.,  where  he  bought  out  an 
e.xcellent  grocery  building,  No.  23  Fhiral 
Avenue,  with  residence  attached,  and  has 
continued  here  ever  since,  doing  a  good  pay- 
ing business.  The  store  is  twenty-four  by 
forty  feet,  well  stocked,  containing  an  assort- 
ment of  the  best  staple  and  fancy  groceries. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  DeVoe  have  a  family  of  two 
children,  namely:  George  W.,  wdio  married 
Miss  Louise  15utler;  am!  Miss  Maggie,  an 
accomplished  young  lady,  living  at  home. 
Mr.  DeVoe  and  family  are  attendants  of  the 
Methodist  hipiscopal  church  at  Lester  Shire, 
N.\'.,  and  are  consistent  and  ardent  sup- 
[lorters  of  that  faitli.  Mr.  DeVoe  was  elected 
Supervisor  for  the  Fourth  Ward  in  1891,  and 
was  Chairman  of  Assessment  Rolls  and  a 
member  of  Committee  on  Sheriff's  Account. 

lie  is  an  enterprising  and  worthy  citizen  of 
liinghanitiin,  and  li.is  wicdded  considerable 
inlluencc  toward  the  impr(jvement  and  prog- 
ress of  the  wartl  in  which  he  lives;  and  there 
is  no  doubt,  if  his  life  is  spared,  of  his  hav- 
ing years  of  yet  greater  usefulness.  The 
office  he  held  was  faithfully  and  conscien- 
tiously   filled;    and     he     has    always    favored 


everything  which    he   thought   would   tend  to 
improve  the  comity  and  advance   its  progress. 


ip  iICIlAl'.L  McBRIDE,  a  prosperous 
F/  farmer  of  the  town  of  Conklin, 
N.Y.,  widely  known  as  a  former 
Superintendent  of  Railroad  Construction,  was 
born  in  Tyrone  County,  Ireland,  May  8, 
1819.  His  parents,  l>"eli.K  and  Margaret 
(Bradley)  McBride,  were  both  born  in  that 
county,  h'eli.x  Mcl5ride  came  to  America 
the  same  year  that  his  son  was  born,  seeking 
a  home  in  this  land  of  freedom  for  his  wife 
and  little  one.  After  a  perilous  voyage  of 
three  months  he  landed  at  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
and  came  immediately  to  the  town  of  Conk- 
lin, ]?roome  County,  N.Y.,  where  he  engaged 
as  a  laborer  with  a  Captain  Thurston,  who 
was  a  noted  bridge-builder  of  that  day.  After 
remaining  with  him  lor  some  years,  he  hnally 
bought  a  farm  of  tme  hunched  and  thirty  acres 
located  in  the  town  of  Conklin.  It  was  all 
wooded  land,  with  plenty  of  bear,  deer, 
wcdves,  ami  other  wild  animals  roaming 
thrfiugh  it.  Here  Mr.  McBride  erected  his 
first  humble  cabin,  cleared  a  farm,  and  in 
1S24  brought  his  family  from  Irelaml.  He 
afterwanl  built  a  gcuul  frame  house  and  farm 
buildings.  In  those  days  tliere  were  long 
distances  to  travel  in  carrying  the  grist  to 
mill,  and  he  had  to  endure  all  the  hardships 
that  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  pioneer  farmer.  He 
was  a  hard-working,  self-respecting,  and  hon- 
est man,  and  always  lield  in  the  highest 
esteem   by  his   fellow-men.      He   lived   to   see 
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the  city  of  Binghamton  grow  from  a  small 
hamlet  of  a  few  hundred  inliabitants  to  the 
beautiful  city  which  to-day  counts  its  thou- 
sands, lie  was  a  stanch  Roman  Catholic, 
and  was  one  of  the  first  of  that  faith  to  settle 
in  tliat  vicinity.  In  politics  he  invariably 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  was  ninety- 
eight  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mrs.  McKride  came  to  this  country  five 
years  after  her  husband  emigrated.  She  was 
twelve  weeks  and  four  clays  on  the  voyage, 
and  after  landing  in  Philadelphia  went  to  the 
home  in  Conklin  which  Mr.  McBride  had  pro- 
vided. Here  she  bore  her  share  in  the  priva- 
tions and  hard  work  of  the  pioneer  wives  and 
mothers,  and  her  son  points  with  pride  to-day 
to  the  little  fla.x-wheel  which  his  mother  used 
in  spinning.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McBride  reared 
a  family  of  five  cluldren,  of  whom  three  are 
now  living:  Michael;  Rebecca,  Mrs.  James 
Redden,  residing  in  Susquehanna  County, 
Pa.;  and  Ann,  wife  of  James  Donley,  living 
in  Binghamton,  N.Y.  The  two  deceased 
children  were:  Rosanna,  wife  of  Mr.  Burn.s, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  si.xty;  and  Isabella, 
wife  of  James  Ward,  of  Steuben  County,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  Mrs. 
McBride  was  sevent)t-two  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  her  death. 

Young  Michael  was  but  five  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  America  with  his  mother, 
lie  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the  liome  farm 
in  Conklin.  Educational  advantages  in  those 
days  were  very  meagre;  and  Michael,  being 
the  only  son,  had  to  divide  his  time  between 
school    and    the   farm   work,   the    larger  share 


being  given  to  the  latter.  Until  he  was 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  helijcd  at  home, 
and  then,  starting  out  for  himself,  engaged  in 
railroad  building.  He  began  as  a  common 
laborer;  but,  being  intelligent  and  skilful  as 
well  as  faithful  and  industrious,  he  was  soon 
promoted  to  the  position  of  section  boss,  and 
had  a  large  force  of  men  under  his  charge. 
For  twenty  years  he  continued  in  this  line  of 
work,  and  gained  a  wide-spread  reputation  for 
efficiency.  He  has  aided  in  the  construction 
of  railroads  in  the  States  of  New  York,  Mis- 
souri, and  Kentucky,  in  the  latter  having 
been  employed  on  the  Louisville  &  Nashville 
Railroad. 

He  finally  returned  to  the  old  home  farm  in 
the  town  of  Conklin,  which  he  purchased  in 
1853,  and,  having  given  up  the  railroad  busi- 
ness, has  since  devoted  his  time  and  attention 
to  farming;  but  he  has  so  extended  a  reputa- 
tion for  thorough  knowledge  of  his  former 
employment  that  he  is  often  called  on  -by 
various  railroad  companies  for  assistance 
where  difficult  work  is  to  be  done.  He  had  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres,  but  has 
sold  off  a  portion,  and  has  now  about  seventy 
acres  of  good  land,  on  which  he  carries  on 
mi.xed  farming,  and  has  a  dairy  of  several  fine 
head  of  cattle.  He  is  one  of  the  most  sup- 
cessful  and  practical  farmers  of  the  town  of 
Conklin. 

Mr.  McBride  married  when  he  was  thirty- 
two  years  ot  age  Miss  Mary  Ann  Lyons,  of 
Rochester,  N.Y.,  daughter  of  Cornelius  and 
Julia  Lyons.  Her  father  was  a  moulder  by 
trade,    and    resided     in     Rochester    for    many 
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yL';us,  but  spent  his  last  days  in  Geneva, 
N.V.,  where  he  died  at  the  a^;e  of  seventy- 
five.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Mcliride  are  among  the 
oldest  residents  of  the  town  of  Conklin. 
They  have  two  daughters,  Julia  and  Lucy, 
living  at  home,  unmarried.  Mr.  Mcliride  is 
one  of  the  few  men  residing  in  Kroome 
County  who  remembers  Ringhamton  since  it 
was  a  village,  and  has  killed  deer  where  some 
of  its  most  pretentious  mansions  now  stand. 

Mr.  McHride  has  held  the  office  of  Assessor 
for  twenty-four  years  in  his  town.  In  his 
jiolitics  he  votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 
While  devoted  to  the  country  of  his  adop- 
tion, he  has  always  a  tender  affection  for 
Ireland,  the  land  of  his  birth.  He  and  his 
wife  are  faithful  members  of  the  Catholic 
church,  regular  in  their  duties,  and  warm  sup- 
jjorters  of  its  interests.  This  aged  couple 
have   the    respect   of   all    their   townspeople. 


VcAjfUAAAM  II.  COOK,  of  the  firm  of 
Y^V  Sullivan  &  Cook,  prominent  con- 
tractors and  builders  of  Hinghamton,  N.Y., 
was  born  at  Norwich,  Chenango  County, 
N.Y.,  April  I,  1858.  1 1  is  father,  James  C, 
was  also  a  native  of  that  phace,  ami  followed 
the  trade  of  carpenter  anil  buiUler.  His 
grandfather,  Abram  Cook,  was  a  pioneer  set- 
tler of  Norwich,  going  there  when  it  was 
little  else  than  a  hamlet.  James  C.  Cook 
married  Miss  Mary  Mobbs,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  but,  with  her  parents,  went 
while  she  was  yet  young  to  reside  in  Norwich. 
She   died    September,    1888,    in    the   full    faith 


and  communion  of  the  Baptist  church.  The 
father  died  Decembei'  of  1892. 

After  having  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Norwich,  William  H.  Cook 
learneil  the  tratle  of  carpenter  and  builder 
with  his  father,  stalling  in  business  for  him- 
self at  Norwich  in  i8Sj.  In  iSQoheatlded 
the  profession  nf  architect,  having  an  office  in 
his  native  town,  which  he  has  made  his  home, 
although  taking  contracts  ami  engaging  in 
work  elsewhere.  In  1887  he  formed  a  part- 
nershi|)  with  Mr.  James  Sullivan,  and  they 
have  since  filled  a  large  number  of  contracts 
in  different  parts  of  the  country.  At  present 
they  are  erecting  the  beautiful  new  Catholic 
church  on  the  c(jrner  of  Court  and  Fayette 
Streets  in  Hinghamton,  N.Y.  It  is  a  fifty 
thousand  dollar  contract,  and  gives  employ- 
ment to  between  forty  and  fifty  men.  This 
elegant  structure  is  of  stone  and  brick  and  of 
Romanesque  architcctuie,  and  is  a  creditable 
jMece  of  work  to  Mr.  Cook  .ind  his  partner. 

He  married  Miss  Martha  Port,  daughter  of 
George  Poit,  of  Norwich,  the  ceremony  tak- 
ing place  on  November  5,  1879.  Mr.  Cook 
was  Justice  of  the  village  of  Norwich  for  the 
years  1 892-93,  and,  besitles  liis  other  busi- 
ness, is  interested  in  real  estate.  In  the  fra- 
ternal oiilers  he  is  a  member  of  Norwich 
Lodge,  No.  308,  A.  {• .  iz  A.  M.,  and  has 
serveil  honorably  in  the  P'ire  Department  in 
his  native  town  for  twelve  years,  and  thus 
earned  his  position  among  the  members  of  the 
Exempt  Association.  Although  a  non-resi- 
dent of  Hinghamton,  Mr.  Cook  has  made 
many  warm  friends  in  the  city,  and   is  as  uni- 
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versally  respected  here  as  in  his  home  in 
Norwieh.  In  all  the  work  that  he  has  done 
in  his  various  contracts  the  same  excellent 
judgment  and  painstaking  efforts  are  shown; 
and  Ills  business,  in  its  rapid  increase,  proves 
his  success  in  meeting  the  wants  of  the 
people. 

jIIAUNCY  W.  THELEMAN,  the  pres- 
ent proprietor  of  Hotel  Dudley,  of 
the  town  of  Lisle,  is  a  man  well 
adapted  to  this  calling,  although  brought  up 
on  a  farm.  The  business  in  which  he  is  en- 
gaged requires  a  person  who  not  only  appreci- 
ates the  necessity  of  properly  entertaining  the 
general  public,  but  of  performing  all  these 
duties  in  a  manner  calculated  to  please  and 
satisfy  his  guests.  Some  one  has  said  that 
good  hotel  men  are  born,  not  made,  which 
observation  emphasizes  the  excellent  system 
and  the  genial  hospitality  characterizing  the 
management  of  Hotel  Dudley.  Mr.  Thele- 
man  was  born  in  Caroline,  Tompkins  County, 
N.Y.,    March    15,    1843. 

His  father,  Henry  F.  Theleman,  of  Han- 
over, Germany,  was  born  in  1803,  a  son  of 
Frederick  Theleman,  and  came  to  this  country 
when  nineteen  years  old,  being  the  sole  repre- 
sentative here  of  the  family,  consisting  of 
eight  children,  all  the  rest  remaining  in  their 
native  land.  After  a  voyage  of  many  days  he 
landed  at  New  York;  and  there,  a  stranger  in 
a  strange  land,  without  money,  he  sought  for 
work.  Having  learned  the  trade  of  miller, 
he  found  employment  in  a  mill  at  Coopers- 
town,   where    he    remained    for   six  years,   by 


which  time  he  had  learned  the  language  and 
become  familiar  with  the  customs  of  the 
country.  He  formed  many  pleasant  acquaint- 
ances, and  made  many  friends;  but,  having 
no  family  or  relatives  here,  to  enable  him  to 
feel  fully  at  home,  he  took  to  himself  a  wife, 
Elizabeth  Oliver,  of  Cooperstown,  and  soon 
after  move.d  to  Union,  Broome  County.  They 
remained  at  that  place  for  a  few  years,  and 
subsequently  livetl  at  Slaterville,  Millville, 
and  Berkshire;  about  the  year  1846  settled  on 
a  piece  of  new  land  five  miles  south-west  of 
Lisle,  where  they  cleared  up  a  place,  made, 
a  home,  and  eventually  owned  two  hundred 
acres.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  reached  maturity,  namely: 
Mary  L.,  wife  of  Morris  Councilman,  who 
died  at  Richford,  Tomjikins  County,  in 
March,  18S6,  when  fifty-five  years  ok! ;  Henry 
C,  a  farmer  of  Harford,  Cortland  County, 
who  has  two  sons  and  two  daughters;  H.  W., 
a  hotel -keeper  in  Richford,  Tioga  County; 
and   Chauncy   W.,    of   Lisle. 

The  last-named  was  brought  up  on  the 
farm,  received  an  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and,  when  only  seventeen  years  old, 
was  married  to  Caroline  Walter,  a  daughter  of 
Horace  and  I'hebe  (Morse)  Walter,  natives  of 
New  England,  and  farmers  of  Nanticoke,  to' 
which  place  they  moved,  and  where  Caroline 
was  born.  Chauncy  W.  Theleman  and  his 
young  wife  of  sixteen  commenced  life  to- 
gether on  his  father's  farm,  where  they  con- 
tinued most  of  the  time  till  April  i,  1882, 
when  they  came  to  their  present  place,  and 
purchased  the  hotel  at  the  low  figure  of  two 
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tliousaml  dollars.  They  have  imiiroved  it 
iinlil  it  is  now  well  worth  five  thousand  dol- 
lars. 'I'heir  Lliild,  a  Vihiiil;'  man  <jf  excellent 
character  and  ^.^dod  abilities,  who  was  well 
educated,  tiled  AuL;u.->t  10,  iScji.  Me  married 
Minnie  Oliver,  and  was  enijaged  in  farming 
until  his  death  at  thirty  years  of  age.  He 
left  a  widow  and  three  children:  Herman, 
twelve  years  old,  and  Walter,  ten  years  old, 
who  live  with  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and 
a  daughter,  Uarda,  f)f  fcuir  years,  who  lives 
with  her  mother.  !\Ir.  Theleman  is  a  Master 
Mason,  and  i)olitieally  a  Ijemocrat.  He  has 
a  i^leasant  home,  and  his  hotel  ileservedly  re- 
ceives a  good  share  of  public  patronage. 


HKRMAN  r.  TRACY,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  is  one  of  a  family 
cif  six  children,  grandchildren  of 
sturdy  pioneers  of  liroome  County  on  both 
the  father's  and  the  mother's  side.  He  is 
engagetl  in  farming  in  the  town  of  Triangle 
on  the  identical  place,  .situated  on  the  Otselic 
River,  where  he  was  born. 

His  father,  'I'homas  Tracy,  was  born  in 
Lenox,  Ma.ss.,  and  was  a  son  of  lilbenezcr 
Tracy,  a  direct  descendant  T)f  Cieneral  Thomas 
Tracy,  of  Boston,  who  occupied  an  impoi'tant 
position  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 
l''benezer  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  I'olly  Howard,  came  to  the  State  of  New 
York  early  in  the  nineteenth  century.  He 
left  two  sisters  in  Connecticut:  I^urana,  who 
married  a  Grant;  the  other,  a  Yale  in  Hart- 
ford,   Conn.,    a    relative    of    the    founders    of 


Yale  College.  IClihu  and  Jesse,  sons  of  Mrs. 
Grant,  eventually  came  to  York  State,  the 
former  being  a  i\Iethodist  ijreacher.  The 
grandfather,  libenezer  I'racy,  was  a  farmer  in 
Chenango  County  the  fust  few.  years.  He 
moved  to  l!r(jome  County  about  the  year  iSio, 
and  setlleil  on  a  farm  near  l5inghamton. 
Subsecpiently  they  settled  near  Ottawa,  La 
Salle  County,  111.,  where  they  died,  leaving 
a  family  ol  six  daughters  and  four  sons,  the 
greater  number  of  whom  settled  in  the  West- 
ern country.  The  son  Hiram  ultimately 
lived  in  fiuffalo,  N.Y.  Lbenezer  li.  and  his 
estimable  wife  came  to  liinghamton ;  and  he 
died  there  in  middle  life,  leaving  five  sons 
and  a  dauglitei.  'J'wo  of  his  sons  are  settled 
in  the  West,  one  in  Oregon  on  a  farm,  the 
other  near  .Sterling,  111.  He  has  quite  a 
literary  family,  liberalh'  educated.  He  is 
extensively  engaged  as  a  blacksmith.  The 
youngest  two  sous,  ]'"raidvlin  M.  and  George 
II.,  who  are  li\'ing  in  llornellsvillc,  N.Y., 
arer:ulroad  engineers  —  among  the  best  ;ind 
safest.  The  former,  though  he  was  very 
young,    was    in    the   War  of   the   Rebellicm. 

Thomas  Tracy,  the  father  of  Sherman,  was 
married  to  Anna  I'age,  (A  Triangle,  ISroome 
County,  in  I'^ij-  Her  parents,  Asa  and 
llannah  {  l''aulkner)  I'age,  wei'e  from  Con- 
necticut. Hannah  h'aiilkner  was  of  .Scotch 
ancestry,  and  was  rearetl  among  the  farms  on 
the  seacoast  near  Guilford,  Conn.  .She  re- 
membered hearing  her  parents  talk  over  some 
of  the  scenes  in  the  Revolution  —  of  the  ]5rit- 
ish  sailing  up  the  coast,  and,  in  the  absence 
of  the  farmers,  rubbing  their  well-nUed  tills, 


722 


BIOGRAPHICAL   REVIEW 


taking  their  silverwares,  and  even  the  gold 
beads  from  the  neeks  of  iheir  wives,  and 
everything  valuable  convenient  of  transit, 
then  piling  their  rich  clothing  on  the  floor  in 
the  middle  of  their  best  rooms,  [louring  oil 
over  them,  aiul  setting  them  on  fire.  Hut  it 
was  a  happy  home  she  left  in  about  the  year 
1793,  to  come  to  the  wilds  of  Broome  County, 
York  State,  with  her  husband,  Asa  Page. 
He  drove  a  fine  horse  team  from  Connecticut 
over  the  Catslcills  across  a  wild  country, 
settling  in  the  woods.  They  were  without 
means  other  than  a  bare  sufficiency  to  reach 
the  chosen  spot  for  a  home,  where  with  his 
brother  John  they  [jitched  their  tent,  and 
with  characteristic  fortitude  hravetl  the  ter- 
rors  of  a   wilderness. 

They  had  many  experiences  incident  to 
such  a  life,  many  narrow  escapes.  He  was 
a  fleet  and  skilful  himter.  Furs  and  skins 
were  a  source  of  means  quite  remunerative, 
ami  this  with  the  lumber  trade  furnished 
money  for  needed  exiienditure.  Saw-mills 
were  built  on  a  small  scale.  Strong  teams  of- 
horses  hauled  nice  pine  lumber  from  this 
locality  over  the  hills  many  miles  east  to 
some  point  on  the  larger  rivers,  Chenango  or 
Susquehanna,  where  it  could  be  formed  into 
rafts,  and  floated  to  places  where  towns  were 
being  built.  They  made  canoes,  in  which 
they  took  grain  down  the  Otselic  River  to  the 
nearest  grist-mill,  which  was  at  Chenango 
Point,  now  Binghamton,  twenty  miles  below, 
for  family  use,  always  taking  their  flint-lock 
guns  for  defence  against  attacks  from  wild 
beasts    of     the     bordering     forest.      Before    a 


grist-mill  could  be  thus  conveniently  reached, 
they  made  deep  hollows  in  the  top  of  the 
great  jjine  stum]js  near  by,  and  would  fill 
them  with  corn  or  wheat,  and  operate  a 
weight  Lipon  it  from  the  eml  of  a  strong  pole, 
which  was  attached  to  a  high  shaft  like  the 
jjioneer  well-sweeps,  and  really  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  present  driving-dredge.  Grain 
thus  pountled  could  be  cooked  so  as  to  be  a 
very  wholesome  food  in  place  of  bread. 

Amid  these  wild,  rough  scenes  their  chil- 
dren were  Ijorn;  and,  while  they  were  being 
reared  to  manhood  and  womanhood,  the  for- 
ests and  marauding  wild  beasts  were  disap- 
pearing from  fields  made  beautiful  with 
waving  grain  or  blooming  fruit  orchards. 
So,  when  new  dwellings  were  built,  and 
barns  in  which  to  store  increasing  harvests, 
they  had  children  to  look  out  upon  those 
changed  scenes,  and  enjoy  it  with  them. 
Three  sons  and  two  daughters  grew  up  to  be 
men  and  women.  Ik-sides  these  they  lost  aii 
infant,  Irene,  and  a  young  girl,  Clara,  at  the 
age  of  fifteen.  The  names  of  their  children 
were:  Lucy,  who  married  Increase  Thurston, 
who  took  uj)  a  farm  that  forms  a  portion  of 
the  site  upon  which  the  city  of  Rochester  is 
built;  Rufus,  who  lived  in  Mansfield,  Pa., 
and  died  there,  leavir^g  a  fine  family;  Lewis- 
and  Sherman  Page,  who  lived  and  died  in 
Broome  County,  leaving  families;  and  Anna, 
the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

She  was  but  seventeen  when  Thomas  Tracy 
came  to  claim  her  as  his  bride.  A  fairer 
young  girl  had  not  graced  the  wedding  ser- 
vice in   this  new-found   valley  than   stood   hh- 
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fore  the  altar  when  the  good  pastor,  Priest 
I'ord,  of  Lisle,  enjoined  upon  this  young  pair 
their  nuitiial  duties,  and  ]jrunounced  them 
"husband  and  wife."  A  few  months  later 
Thomas  Tracy  enlisted  in  the  army  of  the  War 
of  181  2  for  five  years;  was  given  the  office  of 
Captain.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  re- 
mained in  the  standing  army,  and  served  out 
his  time  of-  enlistment.  He  then  returned 
home,  and  moved  to  a  farm  in  Berkshire, 
Tioga  County,  N.Y.,  that  was  little  less  than 
dense  woods.  He  cleared  the  forest,  and  built 
a  jjlcasant  home.  A  four-liorse  stage  passed 
every  day,  it  being  on  the  line  of  the  central 
mail  and  passenger  route  to  New  York  City. 
This  much  travelled  highway  was  a  great 
relief  t(j  the  settlers  on  its  route  through 
these  timbered  lands  that  were  full  of  prowl- 
ing wolves.  Their  cattle  and  sheep  hail  to 
be  shut  in  for  protection  against  these  ma- 
rauding intruders.  Thus  twelve  years  passed, 
when  "CaiJlain  Tracy,"  as  he  was  called, 
found  himself  the  parent  of  four  children  — 
Ann  M.,  Clara  C,  Julia  1'".,  and  Thomas  R. 
His  wife's  parents  ilied  somewhat  past  midille 
life;  antl  subseipiently  he  sold  the  farm  in  the 
woods,  so  carefully  cultivated,  and  moved  to 
the  older  farm  of  his  father-in-law.  Here 
his  sous,  Sherman  1'.  and  Melville  M.,  were 
l.iorn,  making  up  the  family  of  six.  They 
were  reared  to  young  men  and  women.  .Sev- 
eral acres  of  land  were  added  to  the  mother's 
inheritance,  a  house  was  built,  and  this  iias 
been  the  homestead.  'I'bomas  R.,  who  was 
a  sturdy  farmer  in  rcnnsylvania,  enlisted  and 
served     through     the     late     war,    the     "great 


American  conflict."  He  is  now  settled  on 
his  farm  in  Pennsylvania;  and,  being  rather 
disabled  by  hardships  incident  to  the  war,  of 
many  battles  and  hair-breaiUh  escapes,  he  has 
a  pension.  His  two  sons  and  two  daughters 
are  married,  and  live  near  him. 

Melville  M.,  who  commenced  teaching  at 
sixteen  ami  struck  out  for  an  education,  at- 
tended the  best  schools  Binghamton  afforded, 
entered  Amherst  College  in  Massachusetts  in 
1S56,  from  which  he  graduated  after  a  full 
course  in  iSf'>o.  He  then  entered  a  theologi- 
cal school  in  the  State  of  Maine,  was  selected 
as  chaplain  of  a  New  l'.nL;laiul  regiment,  anil 
sent  to  war  by  the  Christian  Commission. 
After  his  return  he  married  .Mrs.  Abbie  Wes- 
ton Clark  in  !\rassachusctts,  and  settled  in 
Springfield.  He  engaged  as  i'rincijjal  in  the 
P^lm  Street  .Schoid  ol  six  huiidred  pii])ils  and 
thirteen  assistant  teachers  for  three  years,  and 
then  finished  his  theological  studies  in  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  and  was  ordained  a  preacher  of 
the  gospel  in  the  Congregational  church. 
He  moved  to  Minnesota,  and  continued  to 
preach  there  and  in  Kansas  and  Colorado,  in 
which  last-named  State  he  died  suddenly  four 
years  ago  in  the  midst  of  his  labors,  leaving 
one  son  and  two  daughters.  The  eldest, 
P'rances  Maude,  who  was  idiicated  at  Wash- 
burn College,  Topeka,  Kan.,  married  and 
settled  in  Colorado.  ICdwaid  Holman,  the 
son,  was  graduated  at  Yale  College  last  year, 
and  is  now  there,  taking  a  course  of  stiuly  in 
law.  Abbie.  Ruth,  now  in  her  teens,  lives 
with  her  grandparents  in  Leicester,  Mass., 
and    is   preparing   for   college. 
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The  elder  sisters  married  brotliers,  Luther 
and  Asa  I'uf^c,  distant  relatives  of  the  mother, 
and  were  left  widows.  Ann  I\l.,  the  eldest, 
died  one  year  ago.  She  lost  a  son  in  his 
nineteenth  year,  Wesley  Page,  a  youth  of 
much  promise  as  a  scholar.  A  son  and 
daughter  survive  her,  both  niarrieil ;  the  son 
on  the  father's  farm.  Julia  V.  is  not  married, 
her  duty  being  in  tlie  direction  of  caring  for 
her  invalid  mother  at  the  hoiuestead.  .She 
commcnceil  teaching,  but  means  to  fuiish  an 
education  were  wanting ;  and  after  a  leiin  in 
the  ilistricl  schools  and  thi'ee  years  as  a  gov- 
erness in  Chicago,  in- the  family  of  an  old 
neighbor  from  Hroome  County,  she  spent  two 
years  in  Kansas  with  tlie  widowetl  brother, 
Melville.  She  "proved  up"  a  claim  in  Har- 
per County,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  wheat 
farms  in  the  great  wheat  belt  of  the  State. 
She  lives  at  present  on  the  homestead.  Clara 
C,  the  other  widow,  lives  in  Tompkins 
County,  New  York.  They  reared  a  family  of 
four  daughter.s  and  three  sons:  one  a  [)hysi- 
cian  in  lirooklyji,  N.Y.;  another  a  farmer; 
one  a  master  builder  in  Cortlanil,  N.Y.; 
two  daughters  married;  one,  unmarrietl,  at 
their  homestead,  carries  on  the  farm  with  the 
mother.  The  other  •unmarried  daughter, 
Villa  I'^aulkner  I'age,  Precejitress  in  the  New 
Taltz  Normal  School,  N.Y.,  is  a  fine 
elocutionist. 

S.  1'.  Tracy,  tlie  si.xlli  in  tlie  family  num- 
ber, lives  at  the  homestead.  lie  made  the 
most  of  school  opportunities  in  his  day.  He 
went  to  Chicago  in  1852,  engaged  in  a 
wholesale    and    retail   grocery   business,    later 


was  clerk  in  a  bank  in  Chicago,  subsequently 
had  the  position  of  Cashier  of  a  l)ank  in 
Daltoii,  Cia.,  which  he  held  tw(.i  years,  when 
he  returned  to  Chicago,  and  engaged  for  a 
time  in  the  hardware  business.  A  good  op- 
portunity to  join  a  partnership  in  the  lumber 
trade  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  was  accepted.  But 
a  partner  became  involved  in  a  ]iersonal  diffi- 
culty with  parties  in  Chicago,  which,  with 
the  financial  [jressure  of  tlie  year  1857, 
caused  the  firm  to  break  up.  Mr.  Tr.icy 
became  responsible  for  several  thousand  dol- 
lars by  lentling  his  name  to  i)rivate  |)apers, 
besides  his  share  in  losses  the  firm  sustained. 
In  the  autumn  of  iS5cS  he  came  I"2ast  to  at- 
tend to  matters  connected  with  his  mother's 
failing  health,  and  several  circumstances 
caused  him  to  remain  for  a  time.  P'inally, 
the  overtaxed,  faithful,  and  true  mother  was 
laitl  to  rest.  The  father  of  this  family, 
Thomas  Tracy,  died  in  Michigan  in  about  the 
year  18S1. 

In  the  year  1S67  he  was  married  to  Miss 
•Amelia  Walter,  of  Whitney's  Point,  N.Y. 
In  the  spring  of  1872  he  moved  to  a  farm  in 
Berkshire  County,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
lived  two  years.  His  eldest  son,  Howard  M., 
was  born  there.  In  1874  he  returned  to  the 
homestead  in  Broome  County,  New  York, 
where  he  is  now  settled.  He  has  five  chil- 
dren, as  follows;  Gertie  E.,  who  graduated 
from  the  Whitney's  Point  Academy,  and  took 
a  course  of  instruction  in  a  business  col- 
lege at  Binghamton.  She  is  now  engaged 
in  teaching,  will  enter  some  State  Normal 
.School  the  coming   year,    or   Cornell    Uiiiver- 


BIOGRAPHICAL   REVIEW 


725 


sity.  Howard  M.  h:ts  been  teaching  for  two 
ycai.s,  is  niiw  a  stiulciit  in  tlic  Corllaiul  Nor- 
mal, will  gratluatc,  and  c.\|)Octs  to  go  to  col- 
lege. Clara  C,  the  youngest  daughter,  an 
intellectual  and  attractive  ynung  lady,  taught 
her  first  term  when  sixteen;  expects  to  gradu- 
ate from  the  Cortland  Normal.  Rufus  is 
fourteen  years  of  age,  and  hjnmett  V.  eleven. 
These  will  find  their  vocation  in  due  time, 
11(1   doubt,    and    enter   life's   contest    to    win. 

I\Ir.  Tracy  is  a  man  of  large  exiierience  in 
varinus  departments  of  business,  and  brings  to 
his  ])resent  occupation,  which  is  farming,  a 
large  fund  of  general  information,  and  a  prac- 
tical knowledge  which  enables  him  to  work 
intelligently  and  accomplish  much  without 
being  subjected  to  that  constant  jjhysical 
exertion  so  wearing  upon  many  engaged  in 
agriculture.  He  rightly  believes  that  the 
projjer  management  (jf  a  farm  requires  some- 
thing more  than  muscle;  and  thus,  [ilacing 
the  vocation  above  a  life  of  drudgery,  he  can 
a[ipreciate  the  pleasure  and  comfort  of  a 
farmer's  life.  He  believes  in  work,  but  not 
to  that  extent  that  it  absorbs  the' body  and 
soul  entire,  so  that  one  is  in  it  all  day  and 
dreams  of  it  all  night.  h'rom  such  continual 
slavery  emancipation  is  necdetl,  if  for  nothing 
else  than  for  the  sake  of  a  decent  family  life. 
The  slave  of  work  becomes  an  inharmonious 
element  in  his  own  home  circle.  It  is  pitiful 
to  see  the  thousands  scattered  all  over  this 
country  who,  through  insane  devotion  to  busi- 
ness, have  ceased  to  be  husbands  and  fathers, 
who  have  scarcely  any  ]iart  in  the  family  life 
but   to  furnish    the  luiuls  lor  its  maintenance. 


Mr.  Tracy  has  risen  above  these  sordid  ideas 
of  life,  and,  looking  out  upon  his  own  domain, 
can  give  some  time  to  the  consideration  of 
those  things  which  biing  ha[)piness  and  con- 
tentment. 


HARLICS  K.  .Sl'.YMOUR,  M.I).,  com- 
menced the  practice  uf  his  chosen 
profession  at  liinghamton  in  May, 
1^892.  He  is  among  the  younger  physicians 
of  the  place,  and  possesses  excellent  qualities 
(jf  lieart  and  mind,  together  with  a  careful 
preparation  for  the  worl;  he  has  undertaken. 
He  was  born  at  Albany,  N.Y.,  March  11, 
1870,  a  son  of  1"..  \V.  antl  Harriet  (Grave- 
line")  Seymour.  His  paternal  grandfather  was 
Charles  Seymour,  who  was  a  contractor  and 
builder,  and  came  from  Canada  to  Albany, 
where   he   was   an    e.uly    settler. 

His  father,  K.  \V.  .Seynicnir,  was  born  in 
Albany,  and  was  also  a  contractor  and  builder. 
His  mother,  formerly  Miss  (iraveline,  who 
was  born  in  Albany,  was  from  one  of  the  old 
families  of  the  city,  but  traces  her  ancestry  to 
France.  The  family  moved  to  Hinghamton 
in  1879,  where  Mr.  .Seymour  has  continued 
the  same  business,  he  being  at  the  present 
time  one  of  the  leading  builders  in  the  city. 
His  son  Charles,  the  subject  (jf  this  sketch, 
was  educated  at  the  liinghamlou  High  .School, 
and  read  metlicine  with  Dr.  J.  V.  Pratt  as 
I'receptor,  subsequently  attending  the  Medi- 
cal College  at  Albany,  ami  graduating  from 
that  institution  in  1892.  Dr.  .Seymoui"  then 
at  once  engaged  in  active  j)ractice  in  liing- 
hamton,  estalili.^liiii  ;■    iiis   ol'lice    at    2^u    h'ront 
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Street.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Broome 
County  Medical  Society,  the  Broome  County 
Academy  of  Medicine,  and  is  Corporal  of  the 
Twentieth  Separate  Company.  He  has  suc- 
ceeded remarkably  well  for  a  youni^  man  start- 
ing in  practice  in  a  field  so  well  occupied, 
believes  there  is  always  room  at  the  top.  To 
that  point  he  is  working  his  way  with  com- 
mendable  zeal   and   energy. 


(s^b'-SSh:  JONI':S,  an  intelligent  farmer  and 
dairyman  of  the  town  of  Conklin,  was 
born  January  24,  1823,  in  the  town  of 
Cincinnatus,  Cortland  County,  N.Y.,  and  was 
the  son  of  John  and  Polly  (Moore)  Jones. 
Mis  grandfather,  l-lbenezer  Jones,  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  came  to  this  State,  and  settled 
in  Cortland  County  shortly  after  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  He  found  there  a  virgin  ter- 
ritory covered  with  thick  timber  that  had 
never  felt  the  edge  of  an  axe,  tenanted  prin- 
cipally Ijy  wolves,  bears,  and  other  wild  ani- 
mals, Indians  being  occasional  visitors.  He 
erected  his  log  cabin,  and  cleared  a  good 
farm,  being  nobly  assisted  by  his  helpful 
wife,  who,  besides  attending  to  the  other 
household  cares,  had  to  card,  spin,  weave,  anil 
make  the  family  clothing.  He  and  his  wife 
died  about  the  age  of  seventy.  They  were 
both  consistent  and  earnest  members  of  the 
Baptist  churcii.  They  reared  a  family  of  six 
sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  only  one 
of  the  sons  is  now  living,  Samuel  Jones,  who 
resides  in  Tioga  County.  John  Jones,  son 
of    Ebenezer,    had    the    distinction    of    being 


the  first  white  male  child  born  in  the  town 
of  Cincinnatus,  Cortland  County.  He  grew 
to  manhood  there,  getting  what  education  he 
could  in  the  old  log  school-house,  and  early 
turned  his  attention  to  general  farming.  He 
was  very  successful  in  this  line,  and  owned 
an  excellent  farm.  He  and  his  wife  had  one 
son,  Jesse,  who  was  the  eldest  of  their  chil- 
dren, and  three  daughters,  namely:  Rhoda, 
Mrs.  Charles  Nichols,  who  lives  in  the  town 
of  Cincinnatus,  Cortland  County;  Maria,  Mrs. 
John  Swetman ;  and  Salome,  widow  of  James 
Wheeler,  wiio  resides  at  McGrawville,  N.Y. 
Mrs.  Swetman  and  her  husband  are  both  dead. 
The  parents  died  at  Cincinnatus,  the  father 
aged  fifty-nine,  and  the  mother  seventy  years. 
They  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  Mr.  John  Jones  held  the  offices  of 
Road  Commissioner  and  Constable,  and  main- 
tained the  political  principles  of  .his  father, 
being  a   Democrat. 

Jesse  Jones  was  reared  in  the  town  of  Cin- 
cinnatus, and  there  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  old  field  school-house,  but 
afterward  attended  the  newer  district  school. 
He  remained  at  home,  assisting  his  father  on 
the  farm,  until  his  thirtieth  year,  meanwhile 
learning  the  wagon-maker's  trade,  which  he 
followed  for  two  years.  He  was  married  Sep- 
tember 13,  1S53,  to  Miss  Louisa  Grummon, 
who  was  born  in  the  town  of  German,  Che- 
nango County,  N.Y.,  on  the  14th  of  March, 
1S25,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  I.yclia  (Win- 
throp)  Grummon.  11  er  father  owned  a  farm 
in  German,  and  was  one  of  the  practical  and 
progressive    men    of    his    day.      He    reared    a 
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family  of  ten  children,  of  whom  six  are  liv- 
ing, namely:  Lucina,  widow  of  Samuel  Hall, 
and  Sally,  wid(jw  of  Peter  Smith,  botli  of 
whom  reside  in  Chenani^o  Count)';  Louisa, 
Mrs.  Jones;  Daniel  and  William,  livinj^  in 
AlleLjany  County;  and  Nathaniel,  living  in 
liinghamton,  N.Y.  Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Crummon 
died  when  tiiey  were  about  seventy-eight  years 
old.  They  were  members  of  the  Baptist 
church,  and  Mr.  Gnmnnon  was  a  Republican 
in  politics. 

After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Junes  li\'e<i 
for  one  year  in  the  village  of  Cincinnatus, 
and  then  removed  to  the  old  home  farm  of 
line  hundred  and  seventeen  acres,  which  he 
bought,  and  where,  besides  carrying  on  gen- 
eral farming,  lie  also  had  a  dairy.  He  sold 
that  place  in  1865,  and  came  to  the  town 
of  Conklin,  Broome  County.  In  1867  he 
boiight  the  farm  of  si.xty-eight  acres  on  which 
he  now  resides,  conducting  a  dairy  and  rais- 
ing small  grains,  hay,  and  garden  vegetables 
and  fruits.  The  farm  is  beautifully  situated 
on  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna  River,  and 
is  provided  with  excellent  buildings  and  a 
handsome  family  residence.  'I'he}'  have  one 
son,  John  II.,  who  was  born  June  2,  1S54, 
anil  with  his  wife  and  two  ekildren,  Jesse  B. 
ami  Maud  C,  resides  at  the  old  home  farm. 

In  this  pleasant  home  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Junes 
enjoy  all  the  comforts  of  life,  and  in  the  sd- 
cicty  of  their  only  son  ami  his  family  are 
happily  [wssing  a  serene  old  age.  They  are 
broad-minded  and  liberal  in  their  conceptions 
of  religious  doctrine  and  duty,  and,  while  liv- 
ing  ui)right   and    liomirable    lives,  have    never 


become    connected     with     any    denomination. 

In  his  political  opinions  Mr.  Jones  follows 
the  examide  of  his  ancestors  in  being  an  un- 
compromising Democrat. 


DWARD  C.  BF.LCIIICR,  of  Binghamton, 
is  a  manufacturer  and  dealer  in  house- 
hold goods  and  furniture,  having  a  large  and 
varied  stock  at  his  store.  No.  39  Carroll 
.Street,  lie  deals  in  the  finest  grades  of 
goods  as  well  as  the  cheaper  stock,  keeping  a 
varied  assortment,  so  as  to  suit  all  tastes, 
conditions,  and  purses.  He  was  born  in 
Binghamton,  July  3,  1S61,  a  son  of  Yelles 
and  Roxanna  (Mason)  Belcher,  and  a  grand- 
son of  Daniel  Belcher,  who  was  from  Con- 
necticut, and  spent  nn)St  of  his  life  in  that 
State.  His  mother  was  also  from  New  ICng- 
land;  and  he  retains  many  of  the  characteris- 
tics of  that  good  old  Puritan  stock,  so  much 
noted  for  their  stui'dy  virtues. 

Yelles  Belcher  was  born  in  Salem,  Wash- 
ington County,  N.Y.  He  was  of  a  mechani- 
cal turn  of  minil,  and  could  make  almost  any- 
thing that  could  be  made  with  tools.  For 
a  time  he  engaged  in  building  boats,  and 
later  was  in  the  milling  business.  He  came 
to  Binghauiton  previous  to  1840,  and  erected 
a  mill  at  h'itch  Hollow,  where  he  remained 
some  years,  then  came  to  the  city,  ami  estab- 
lished the  i)lant  which  has  since  been  devel- 
oped and  enlarged  to  its  present  dimensions. 
He  died  May  26,  1892,  at  tlie  age  of  eighty 
years.  His  wife,  Roxanna,  died  in  Novem- 
ber,    1872.      The\'   belonged    to   llie   I'resbyte- 
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rian  church,  and  were  useful  members  of 
society. 

Edward  C.  Belcher  attended  the  common 
schools  during  his  boyhood  days,  and  finished 
his  education  at  the  BinRhamton  High  School. 
He  obtained  a  good  knowledge  of  the  furni- 
ture business  from  his  father  by  observation, 
application,  and  easy  adaptation,  seeming  to 
grow  into  the  trade.  However,  he  regularly 
learned  the  ai't  of  the  ui)liolsterer  from  meii 
wlio  were  employed  by  his  father.  Thus,  in 
the  course  of  time,  he  became  established  in 
his  present  business,  which  under  his  efficient 
management  continues  to  increase.  He  now 
gives  em[)lo)'meut  to  three  men.  He  deals 
largely  in  second-hand  furniture,  and  has 
deservedly  a  liberal  patronage,  kce])ing  in 
stock  a  good  supply  of  all  goods  for  which 
there   is   any  demand. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  local  Tribe  of  the 
Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  is  Sergeant  of 
the  Si.xth  Battery,  having  held  that  office  for 
eight  years,  and  has  been  for  three  years  Caji- 
tain  of  the  Rockbottom  Hose  Compan)'.  He 
is  industrious,  attends  strictly  to  business, 
and  has  accumulated  some  property,  having 
at  this  time,  among  other  investments,  two 
large  lots  at  i"]  and  39  Carroll  Street  —  one 
a  residence,  the  other  a  business  [iroperty  — 
and  also  a  house  at  113  Susquehanna  Street, 
wliich  he  rents.  He  is  a  member  of  tiie  ]'"irst 
Congregational  Churcli,  and  takes  an  active 
interest  in  .Sunday-school  work.  He  has  a 
good  reputation  for  honesty  and  integrity, 
and  is  among  tlic  leading  young  men  of  the 
city. 


HARLES  WHITNEY,  dramatic  reader 
and  author  of  wide  celebrity,  was 
born  at  Chenango  Point,  now  ]?ing- 
hamton,  N.Y.,  A[)ril  i,  1S15,  a  son  of  Gen- 
eral Joshua  Whitney,  of  whom  see  the  very 
interesting  biographical  sketch  on  another 
page.  The  Whitney  family  is  one  of  the  best 
known  in  the  annals  of  this  city. 

The  suliject  of  this  brief  memoir,  who  died 
suddenly,  April  17,  1885,  at  his  home.  No.' 
7  North  Street,  Binghamton,  received  a  good 
echication,  attending  some  of  the  best  institu- 
tions of  learning  in  the  State  of  New  York  at 
the  time  of  his  school-days  in  tlie  early  part 
of  tlie  century.  He  held  first  rank  as  a  dra- 
matic reader,  and  was  especially  versed  in 
Sliakesperean  literature,  to  wliich  he  was  so 
devoted  that  every  room  in  his  house  had 
some  appropriate  quotation  from  the  bard  of 
Avon  painted  on  the  walls.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  ability  as  a  writer,  and  was  a  corres- 
pondent for  various  New  York  papers  for. 
many  years. 

At  the  age  of  forty  he  married  Miss  lunily 
Clark,  a  most  gifted  and  intelligent  lady,  wlio 
was  born  in  Halifax,  Nova  Sculia.  -She  diefl 
March  10,  1892,  on  the  home  farm  in  the 
town  of  Coiiklin,  N.Y.,  where  she  and  the 
family  had  lived  since  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band. They  had  a  family  of  five  children,  of 
whom  only  two  are  now  living,  Mary  \\.  and 
Jennie  J.  Mary  V..  was  born  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  and  is  an  artist  of  rare  merit,  and  also 
a  well-known  author.  She  and  her  sister  are 
graduates  of  St.  Agnes  Church  School  at  Al- 
bany,    N.Y.,     and    are    brilliantly    educated 
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young  women.  They  manage  the  farm  in  the 
town  of  Conklin,  where  they  reside,  and 
wliieh  consists  of  une  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  excellent  and  productive  land,  IVIiss  Mary 
devotes  herself  principally  to  her  [laintings, 
tor  wdiich  she  receives  many  valual)le  orders; 
and  her  literary  work  a|)pears  in  the  best  mag- 
azines of  the  day. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitnc)'  were  communicants 
of  the  I{[)iseo|)al  chuich,  and  in  ])olitics  lie 
voted    with    the   Democratic    party. 


jK.S.  luMMA  A.  TIIOM.SON,  who 
has  ably  carried  on  the  liusiness  of 
her  late  husband,  I'eter  Thomson, 
the  inventor  of  tlie  Thomsdn  Piano,  has  fur- 
nishetl  tlie  data  fo]'  this  memorial  sketch  of 
him. 

Peter  Thomson  was  born  in  January,  1849, 
in  I'lensborg,  which  was  then  in  Schleswig- 
llolstein,  but  has  since  been  annexed  to  the 
(lernian  Mmpiie.  He  was  educated  both  in 
the  (lerman  and  Danish  schools,  and,  emigrat- 
ing to  this  coinitry  about  1S71,  soon  after 
went  to  Owego,  N.Y.,  and  engaged  with 
Spoor,  Carlson  &  ISerry,  jjiano  manufacturers 
of  that  place,  where  he  remajned  until  1S77. 
Ai  that  time  he  enteix'd  into  partnership  with 
Mr.  P.  h^nglebreck,  the  firm  name  being 
I'jiglebreck  &  Thomson,  manufacturing  pianos 
in  Owego  until  iSSi,  when  the  firm  removed 
the  [ilant  to  ISinghamton,  N.Y.,  and  engaged 
particularly  in  making  upright  pianos.  In 
1886  Mr.  luiglebreck  retired;  and  Mr.  Thom- 
son continued    the   business  successfully  imtil 


his  death,  January  17,  1S89.  He  had  just  per- 
fected improvements  of  wonderful  value  to  his 
pianos,  making  them  first-class  in  every  re- 
spect, and  had  sold  about  seven  hundred  in 
the  city.  The  special  quality  of  this  instru- 
ment is  its  jiowerful  yet  sweet  and  musical 
tone  and  its  evenly  balanced  scale.  The  warm 
Welcome  this  piano  received  and  its  steadily 
growing  popularity  are  proof  sufficient  of  its 
merit;   and  musicians  s])eak  of  it  highly. 

Mr.  Thomson  marrietl  Miss  JCmma  A. 
Englebreck,  May  14,  1877;  anrl  to  them  were 
born  three  children  —  namely,  lulith,  Ina,  and 
Louise.  Mrs.  Thomson  was  born  in  New 
York  City;  but  while  yet  a  child  her  parents 
removed  to  Owego,  N.Y.,  where  she  was  edu- 
cated in  the  [)ul)lic  schools  and  academy,  and 
resided  there  until  her  marriage.  Her  father, 
Mr.  I-aiglebreck,  was  born  in  .Sweden,  married 
there,  and  came  to  America  soon  after.  Her 
mother  died  when  Mrs.  Thomson  was  a  little 
child.  Mr.  ]'".nglebreck  t(d  lowed  the  business 
of  ]iiano  manufacturing  unlil  the  time  of  his 
dissolution  of  partnership  with  Mr.  Thomson, 
which  was  about  1891,  and  has  since  lived  in 
retirement  at  Owego,  N.Y. 

Mr.  Thomson  was  a  member  of  W'amsutta 
Tribe,  Improved  Order  of  l^ied  Men,  anil  was 
a  Trustee  and  \'eiy  [irominent  in  the  organiza- 
tion. He  also  belonged  to  Calumet  Lodge, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  PYdlows.  In  re- 
ligious belief  Mr.  Thomson  was  a  follower  of 
the  Presbyterian  faith,  and  attended  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  liinghamton.  lie  was 
an  honest,  upright  man;  and  the  heritage  of 
a  good  name  which  he  left  to   his  children  was 
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greater  and  more  valuable  than  any  amount  of 
wealth. 

Mrs.  Thomson,  being  herself  the  daughter 
of  a  piano  manufacturer,  and  having  always 
assisted  her  husband  in  selling,  became  so 
well  acquainted  with  the  business  that  she 
was  able  to  carry  it  on  after  his  death.  The 
manufacture  of  these  instruments  was  con- 
tinued by  her  until  April  of  1893,  the  works 
being  located  at  No.  30  Chenango  Street,  and 
giving  employment  to  a  large  number  of  men. 
She  now  conducts  warerooms  at  the  same 
place  for  the  sale  of  the  pianos.  When  left 
a  widow,  she  did  not  give  way  to  discourage- 
ment, but,  nobly  putting  her  shoulder  to  the 
wheel,  assumed  the  entire  charge ;  and  to-day 
all  acknowledge  her  remarkable  qualities  as 
a  thorough  business  woman  and  an  excellent 
manager.  She  is  highly  esteemed  as  a  gen- 
ial, kindly  person,  one  who  has  borne  sorrow 
and  trouble  with  a  sublime  faith,  and  has 
made  of  her  trials  stepping-stones  to  prosper- 
ity and  liap[)iness. 


ELMER  S.  ZIMMJ^.R,  I'rincipal  of 
rs  I  the  Lisle  Academy,  was  born  in 
Newark  Valley,  Tinga  County, 
N.V.,  in  1867,  on  a  farm  where  his  father, 
Seymour  ]i.  Zimmcr,  who  was  born  in  1840, 
now  lives.  His  grandfather  was  Henry  Zim- 
mcr, his  great-grandfather  was  John  Zimmer, 
and  his  great-great-grandfather  was  Henry 
Zimmer,  who  was  a  native  of  Germany,  so 
that  he  may  well  have  inherited  from  that 
land  of  eminent  sara/is  some  of  his  own  apti- 


tude for  learning.  Henry  Zimmer,  the  sec- 
ond of  the  nahie,  married  Mary  Potter,  of 
Schoharie  County;  and  together  they  came  to 
Newark  Valley,  in  Tioga  County,  in  1829, 
and  there  bought  the  farm  where  the  father  of 
the  Professor  was  born  in  1840,  and  where  he 
now  resides.  They  were  the  jjarents  of  thir- 
teen children,  of   whom  seven  are  now   living. 

Seymour  E.  Zimmer  married  on  January  6, 
1863,  Esther  Whittemore,  a  native  of  Broome 
County,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Catharine 
(Li\'ingston_)  Whittemore,  and  a  lineal  de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence.  Mrs.  Catharine  Whit- 
temore and  her  mother,  the  maternal  great- 
grandmother  of  Delmer  S.,  are  both  still  liv- 
ing, the  former  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years,  and  the  latter  ninety-three  years  old, 
her  home  being  in  Owego.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Seymour  K.  Zimmer  have  lost  an  infant 
daughter,  and  have  three  sons,  namely:  Sher- 
man S.,  aged  twenty-eight,  a  farmer,  living 
near  his  parents;  Delmer  S. ;  and  Edward  H., 
a  young  man  of  twenty-three  years,  who  works 
on  the  farm  during  the  summers  and  teaches 
during  the  winters. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his 
primary  education  in  the  district  schools, 
afterward  attending  Newark  Valley  Union 
.School,  and  finally  taking  a  classical  course 
in  the  Cortland  Normal  Institution.  He 
taught^^his  first  term  in  his  own  district  when 
but  eighteen  years  old,  and  has  always  been 
successful.  Professor  Zimmer  is  a  young 
man  of  high  qualifications  for  his  work,  ac- 
quainted with  the  i^rinciples  of  education,  and 
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having-  had  a  practical  tiaining  in  tlie  best 
nictliiHls  (if  arousiui^'  mental  acti\-ity  and  ini- 
partini;  instruction.  He  lias  been  in  his 
present  piisition  lor  the  last  three  years ;  and 
the  schiiul  is,  under  his  ellicient  nunnij^'cment, 
in  excellent  condition. 


DMUND  V.  15KARDSLEY,  D.D.S., 
President  of  the  Chicag(j  Dental  Asso- 
ciation, which  was  located  at  Binn'hamton  in 
the  year  1S91,  was  born  at  Deposit,  Ikoome 
County,  N.Y.,  I'"ebruary  15,  1S6S,  son  of  ICb- 
enezer  and  Mary  (Daniels)  lieardsley.  The 
father  was  a  wagon  manufacturer,  and,  al- 
though an  old  resident  of  BroiMiie  County, 
was  born  in  PittsfieUI,  Otsego  County,  N.Y. 
In  1855  he  went  to  Dei}Osit  to  engage  in  his 
business,  and  he  anil  his  wife  still  reside 
there.  II is  ancestors  were  notable  people  of 
Knglish  oiigin,  and  descendants  of  Sir  Fran- 
cis Drake,  who  in  1579  accomplished  the 
feat   of   sailing  arountl   the   world. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educateil  at 
the  Deposit  High  .School,  anil  after  graduat- 
ing began  the  study  of  ilentistry  in  the  office 
of  Dr.  L.  K.  Kna])p,  of  Deposit,  going  from 
there  to  the  l'enns)'l\',inia  College  of  Dental 
.Snrger)'  at  rhihulelpln.i.  lie  was  gr.idualed 
at  that  institution  in  1<S89,  ant!  immediately 
engaged  in  practice  at  Pinghamton,  N.V., 
with  Dr.  W.  S.  Huntington.  After  this  Dr. 
Heardsley  openeil  an  office  at  h'ranklin,  N.V., 
where  he  practiseil  for  two  years  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Hinghamton  office, -this  continu- 
ing  until    1891,  when    he   formed    his    present 


partnership  in   this  city  with  Dr.  Frederick  I. 

H(dcond),  whicli  he  has  since  continued,  buy- 
ing out  the  dental  practice  of  Dr.  Allen, 
doing  all  kinds  of  dentistry,  including  crown 
and  bridge  work. 

Dr.  Heardsley  married  Miss  Laura  J. 
Cable,  of  Walton,  N.Y.,  in  18S7.  His  resi- 
dence is  at  No.  17  Dickinson  Street  in  Bing- 
hamton;  anil  the  home  circle  is  made  joyous 
by  the  presence  of  two  charming  children, 
Lena  and    Edith. 

Although  the  jM-ofession  in  which  Dr. 
Beardsley  is  engaged  is  very  largely  repre- 
sented in  Binghamton,  yet,  as  there  is  alwa)'s 
room  at  the  top  of  the  ladder  for  superior 
ability,  he  has  found  no  difficulty  in  attaining 
a  prominent  position  among  the  first-class 
dentists  of  the  city.  Careful,  painstaking, 
and  diligent,  his  workmanship  is  universally 
commended;  and,  although  a  young  man,  his 
practice  is  constantly  increasing. 


RTIIUR  S.  ANTHONY,  of  the  An- 
I  III  thony  l'ul)lishing  Company,  was  horn 
V—-  at  Taunton,  Mass.,  October  22, 
1850,  son  of  lulniund  and  Nancy  (Hodges) 
Anthoii)'.  The  father  was  a  nati\-e  of  Somer- 
set, Mass.,  born  August  2,  1808.  He  was  a 
publisher  all  his  life,  and  establishetl  the 
Taunton  Gascttc^  the  New  Bedford  Stamiiird, 
and  the  Sjiringficld  Cnioii  —  all  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts.  The  Staiuiaid,  at  New 
Bedford,  is  still  published  by  the  family. 
The  children  of  lulmund  were:  lulnumd,  Jr.; 
Nathan,  of  the  firm  of   Bradford   &   Anthony; 
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Benjamin,  who  carried  on  a  large  cutlery 
establishment;  Arthur  S. ;  Mlizaboth,  de- 
ceased;  Sarah;  and  Adeline. 

Arthur  received  his  early  education  at  New 
Bedford,  and  finished  his  studies  at  the  East 
Greenwich,  R.I.,  IVIethoilist  lilpiscopal  Semi- 
nary, going  immediately  from  there  into  the 
office  of  E.  Anthony  &  Sons,  his  father  and 
brothers  comprising  the  firm.  In  this  estab- 
lishment he  learned  the  printing  and  ])ub- 
lishing  business  from  tlic  very  founchition, 
beginning  as  a  compositor.  Mis  first  book 
was  published  in  1871,  and  was  a  "lousiness 
Journal,"  so  called  because  it  was  edited  as 
a  summary  of  the  commercial  interests  of 
I'rovidence  and  Newport,  R.I.,  and  Fall 
River,  Taunton,  and  New  ]3etiford,  Mass. 
This  venture  proved  a  great  financial  success. 
The  Seaside  Ga.zctti-,  a  thirty  -  two  -  column 
newspaper,  published  at  the  famous  and  favor- 
ite watering-place,  Martha's  Vineyard,  was 
edited  and  managed  by  Mr.  Anthony  for  four 
or  five  years.  ICmory  II.  Talbot,  the  well- 
known  present  editor-in-chief  of  the  Boston 
Journal^  was  associate  editor  of  the  Gazette 
with    Mr.    Anthony. 

Mr.  Anthony  was  the  leader  in  forming  a 
company  by  which  N<;vv  Bedfm'd  was  favored 
in  having  an  elegant  new  opera  liouse  built. 
lie  was  manager  for  a  while,  and  was  instru- 
mental in  bringing  to  tliat  place  such  theatri- 
cal stars  as  Maggie  Mitchell  and  Mary 
Anderson. 

The  city  directory  of  Binghamton  for  1892 
and  1893  was  published  by  Mr.  Anthony.  It 
is  a  carefully  compiled   volume  of   seven  hun- 


dred and  twenty-four  pages,  and  has  received 
excellent  su[)p(jrt  and  commendations  of  the 
citizens.  He  also  publishes  the  directories 
for  Portland  and  Bangor,  Me.  ;  Haverhill, 
Mass.;  Meriden  and  New  Haven,  Conn.; 
Youngstown,  Ohio;  Auburn,  N.Y. ;  Will- 
iamsport.  Pa. ;  and  many  t)ther  places.  Mr, 
Anthony  is  an  enterprising  and  energetic 
man,  and  has  faithfully  earned  the  excellent 
success  wliich  has  followed  all  his  under- 
takings. 

(^]YOIIN  P.  McIIALE,  proprietor  of  the_ 
Revere  House,  situated  at  No.  35  De- 
Russey  Street,  Binghamton,  N.Y., 
was  born  at  Tunkhannock,  Wyoming  County, 
Pa.,  October  2,  1852,  son  of  Michael  and 
Bridget  (Kennedy)  McHale.  His  fallier  was 
born  in  Ireland,  and  emigratetl  to  this  country 
when  he  was  l^ut  twenty  )'ears  of  age.  He 
continued  working  for  the  railroad  company 
for  many  years,  and  is  now  living  retired 'at 
Olipliant,  Pa. 

Being  but  seven  years  old  when  the  family 
moved  to  Oliphant,  John  was  educated  at  the 
public  schools  of  that  town.  After  leaving 
school,  he  learned  the  trade  of  stationary  en- 
gineer or  engine-driver,  and  later  engaged 
in  coal-mining  at  Olijihant,  Scranton,  Wilkes- 
barre,  Pa.,  and  elsewhere.  He  was  subse- 
quently engaged  temporarily  in  otiier  kinds  of 
business,  not  finding  any  that  he  cared  to  con- 
tinue long  till  he  moved  to  Binghamton, 
March  25,  1886.  Here  he  leased  a  hotel  at 
the  corner  of  DcRussey  Street  and  Conklin 
Avenue,  which   he  occupied    until   1 S90,  when 
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lie  built  the  present  block,  forty-eight  by 
sixty,  corner  of  DeRussey  and  Gifford  Streets. 
This  is  a  substantial  three-story  frame  builtl- 
inf;,  having;  the  upper  floors  fitted  up  nicely 
lor  s]eei)inj(  and  dining  rooms. 

While  residing  in  Oliphant,  Mr.  McHale 
was  Chief  Hurgess  of  the  town  for  the  year 
1879,  which  office  is  similar  to  that  of  Mayor 
in  a  city.  Also,  in  1877  and  1S78,  he  was 
School  Director  on  the  first  lioard  of  the  bor- 
ough, which  is  equal  to  School  Commis- 
sioner; and  from  1S84  to  1886  was  President 
of  the  Board,  resigning  in  the  spring  of  1SS6 
on  accotnil  of  removal  from  the  tlistrict. 
When  he  was  first  elected  to  that  position,  the 
school  [property  was  valued  at  less  than  one 
thousand  dollars;  but  on  his  removal  to  ]5ing- 
haniton,  after  having  managed  it  for  a  few 
years,  it  was  found  that  by  his  careful  admin- 
istration its  value  had  increased  to  over 
twenty  thousand  tlollars.  One  of  the  most 
praiseworthy  enterprises  in  connection  with 
this  woik  was  the  starling  of  three  night 
schools  in  Oliphant,  which  continued  for  four 
months  of  tlie  year,  and  were  for  the  benefit 
of  children  who  had  to  work  during  the  day. 

Mr.  McHalc  married  Miss  Kate  Murray,  of 
Hinghamton;  and  Iwn  chihh-im  cunstitiite 
their  family -- naniel)-,  John  1'.,  Jr.,  and 
Irene.  The  family  are  all  strict  members  of 
the  Catholic  church,  and  are  attendants  at  St. 
Mary's.  A  man  of  such  energy  and  progress 
could  not  long  remain  unknown  or  unsought, 
even  though  among  strangers;  and  very  soon 
Mr.  McITale  became  an  active  factor  in  city 
politics,    and    was    elected    Alderman    for    the 


Fifth  Ward  in  ]?ingliamton  in  the  spring  of 
iSgo,  and  was  appointed  on  several  imijortant 
special  committees.  He  is  a  mend^er  of 
Chickasaw  'I'ribe,  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Men,  having  passed  through  all  of  the  chairs, 
and  is  Acting  Prophet  of  the  organization  of 
Past  Sachems. 


§AMES  F.  DOVLP:,  associate  partner  in 
the  Mxchange  Hotel  at  ]5inghamton, 
N.Y.,  was  born  in  Montrose,  Susque- 
hanna County,  Pa.,  November  17,  1S67.  His 
])arents,  John  and  Mary  (Balfe)  Doyle,  both 
natives  of  Ireland,  came  to  America  in  1865. 
The  fathei"  long  held  an  important  ])osition  in 
a  glass  factory  in  Montrose,  where  he  and  his 
wife  still  reside.  The)-  have  a  family  of  four 
sons  and  four  daiigliters. 

The  boyhooti  da)  s  of  James,  who  was  the 
eldest  child,  were  spent  at  Montrose;  and  he 
was  educated  in  the  academy  of  that  place. 
He  started  out  to  work  for  himself  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  years,  first  engaging  in  the  dry- 
goods  and  clothing  store  of  M.  .S.  Dessauer  in 
Montrose.  Mr.  Doyle  remained  with  this 
firm  tor  seven  years,  and  by  his  strict  atten- 
tion to  business  made  himself  very  valuable 
to  his  employer.  He  next  engaged  in  the 
Lackawanna  Valley  limise,  where  he  stayed 
five  years,  making  many  frieiuls  by  his  cour- 
tesy and  obligingness.  He  then  moved  to 
the  city  of  Binghamton,  and  entered  into 
[jartnershiij  with  Mr.  H.  F.  Van  i'"leet  in  con- 
ducting the  Exchange  Hotel,  one  of  the  best 
known  public-houses  in  this  city.  In  Sep- 
tember of    'i)3   Mr.  Micliael  '!'.  Garvcy  bought 
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the   interest   of  Mr.  Van   Fleet,   and   the   firm 
name  now  is  Doyle  &  Garvey. 

.  Mr.  Doyle  is  a  pleasant  and  agreeable 
gentleman,  well  fitted  for  the  position  he 
holds,  and  by  his  tactful  consideration  makes 
every  guest  feci  himself  perfectly  at  home. 
He  and  his  partner  are  young  men  of  sterling 
qualities,  and  their  excellent  management  of 
the  Exchange  Hotel  is  a  matter  of  much  com- 
mendation by  the  citizens  of  ]5inghamton. 
The  hotel  is  situated  on  the  most  desirable 
street  in  the  city,  and  can  easily  accommodate 
one  hundred  and  fifty  quests.  Mr.  Doyle  is 
as  yet  unmarried.  In  his  religious  views  he 
is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Catholic  church, 
and,  politically,  always  supports  the  nominees 
of  the  Democratic  party.  Mr.  Doyle  illus- 
trates in  his  life  the  triumph  of  industry  stim- 
ulated by  worthy  ambition.  At  the  age  when 
many  boys  are  enjoying  youthful  sports  and 
the  advantages  of  the  higher  education  he 
began  the  work  of  life.  His  success  is  shown 
in  the  position  of  usefulness  and  indepen- 
dence  which   he   has   attained. 


fOIIN  H.  COPELAND  and  LEWIS  II. 
HARRIS,  of  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  have 
been  since  1SS4  connected  in  the  busi- 
ness of  custom  and  ready-made  clothing. 
Mr.  Copcland  was  born  at  Chenango  Forks, 
l^roome  County,  N.Y.,  February  14,  1855, 
s(in  of  I.orenx.o  and  ICunice  (Holland)  Cope- 
land.  Ilis  lather  was  born  at  Copcland  Hill, 
near  Albany,  which,  as  the  name  indicates, 
was  the   old   home  of   his  ancestors  ever  since 


they  came  to  this  country  from  Scotland, 
where  they  were  prominent  gentry,  having  not 
only  their  own  coat-of-arms,  but  their  indi- 
vidual plaid,  which  marked  their  clan. 

Lorenzo,  who  was  a  carpenter  and  wagon- 
maker,  came  with  his  father,  George  Cope- 
land,  to  Chenango  Forks,  where  they  were  the  ' 
very  earliest  pioneers.  George  was  a  large 
land-owner.  He  fought  in  the  War  of  1812; 
and  a  sword  belonging  to  him  and  still  in  the 
family  would  indicate  that  he  liad  been  an 
officer,  but  of  just  what  rank  the  records  do 
not  show.  He  was  a  ]'"ree  and  Accepted 
Mason  in  high  standing.  After  Lorenzo 
Copeland  had  received  his  education  at  Che- 
nango Forks,  he  became  a  contractor  and 
builder,  and  conducted  a  carriage  and  wagon 
shop  all  his  life.  His  wife  was  born  in  Mer- 
iden,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Joseph  Holland,  who 
came  to  Broome  County,  New  York,  to  reside 
near  Whitney's  Point,  and  was  a  cooper  by 
trade.  There  were  three  children  born  to 
Lorenzo  and  luuiice  Copeland,  namely:  Har- 
riet, wife  of  H.  Whitbeck,  of  Chenango' 
Forks;  H.  Powell,  of  the  same  place;  and 
John  H.,  the  youngest.  The  father  died  in 
1884,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight;  and  the  mother 
still  survives.  •    . 

Educated   in  the  common  schools  of   Che-  ; 
nango  Forks,  John  remained  at  his  home  until 
the  age  of  twenty-one,  when  he  came  to  Bing- 
hamtnn,    and    entered    the    merchant-tailoring 
establishment    of    Jacob    Scheffers,    wlierc   he-, 
learned  the  trade,  becoming  skilled  in    the  art   ' 
of  cutting.     This  was  in  18S0;  and  soon  after 
he    formed    the    partnership   with    Lewis     11. 
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Harris,  which  lias  been  carried  on  success- 
fully ever  since.  Mr.  Copehmd  has  travelled 
hugely  through  the  West,  and  about  three 
years  ago  made  an  extensive  tour  in  Europe. 
In  company  with  Mr.  Harris  he  built  the 
beautiful  resilience,  No.  1 86  Main  Street, 
Binghamton,  N.Y.,  which  is  known  as  the 
"castle,"  and  is  a  striking  rei)resentation  of 
an  English  castle  of  the  Tudor  [leriod.  It  is 
an  imi)i)sing  mansion,  with  its  battlements, 
towers,  and  even  its  miniature  moat,  and  is 
always  a  point  of  special  attraction  for  the 
railway  passengers  coming  into  the  city  from 
the  West.  The  exquisite  wood-carving  was 
ilone  by  Mr.  Copeland,  who  is  an  expert  in 
.  that  art,  having  learned  it  for  his  own  anuise- 
<  ment.  If  the  exterior  of  this  house  looks 
ancient  and  weather-beaten,  the  interior  is  a 
most  striking  contrast.  I'ictures,  statuary, 
elegant  furniture,  and  every  modern  appliance 
for  comfort  and  luxury  have  been  pr(jvided  for 
these  two  bachelors,  who  seem  to  have  settled 
down  to  live  their  lives  for  each  other.  In 
this  delightfid  home  Messrs.  Copeland  and 
Harris  give  elegant  entertainments,  anil  no 
more  popular  hosts  are  found  in  the  city  of 
Binghamton 

Lewis  H.  H.uris,  the  associate  member  of 
the  firm  of  Copeland  &  Harris,  was  born  in 
New  Y(jrk  City,  January  14,  1S58,  son  of 
I'incus  and  Rose  (.Solomon)  Harris.  His 
father  was  born  in  Germany,  but  when  a 
young  man  emigrated  to  New  York  City, 
where  he  went  into  the  clothing  business  on 
A  Street.  He  remained  in  that  city  until 
1S7S,  and  then,  removing  to   Syracuse,  N.Y., 


there  retired  from  active  affairs,  having  real- 
ized a  fortune  am|)le  enough  to  s|)enil  the 
remainder  of  his  days  in  ease  aiul  quiet. 
Mrs.  Harris  was  born  in  Poland,  and  was 
a  young  lady  when  she  came  from  her  native 
land  to  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris 
reared  a  family  of  six  children,  Lewis  being 
the  second  born. 

He  was  educated  in  the  city  of  New  York 
and  at  the  public  schools  of  Herkimer,  in- 
cluding the  high  school,  after  which  he 
learned  the  trade  of  tinsmith,  and  also  galvan- 
ized iron  work,  at  Syracuse.  But  he  did  not 
follow  these  trades,  preferring  the  clothing 
business,  in  which  he  engaged  with  Mr. 
W.  A.  Arnold  for  one  season  in  Syracuse. 
He  then  came  to  Binghamton,  and  entered  the 
emidoyment  of  Mr.  I.  I.  Gohlsmith,  clothing 
merchant,  for  whom  he  worked  five  years.  In 
1S79  Mr.  Harris  Ijecame  manager  of  the 
famous  "66"  chjthing  store,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued for  one  year,  and  then  fonneil  the  pres- 
ent partnership  with  Mr.  J.  II.  Copelaiul, 
under  tlie  firm  name  of  Copeland  &  Harris. 
They  have  an  exleiisive  business,  dealing  in 
men's,  youths',  boys',  and  children's  cloth- 
ing, and  gentlemen's  furnishing  gootls,  ami 
iloing  merchant  taihuing.  P'or  this  latter 
work  Mr.  Copeland  is  the  cutler,  Mr.  Harris 
the  buyer  for  the  tirm.  They  also  carry  on 
a  shoe-store  at  No.  74  Court  Street,  which 
they  bought   out    in    i8gi. 

Eor  twelve  years  Mr.  Harris  and  his  friend, 
Mr.  Copelaiul,  have  been  associatetl,  both  in 
domestic  and  business  life,  'j'ogelher  they 
built  their  elegant  residence,  the  "castle,"  on 
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Main  Street;  and  still  their  bonds  of  broth- 
erly affection  arc  as  firm  to-day  as  when  at 
first  they  joined  their  fortunes.  They  are 
commonly  spoken  of  as  a  pair  like  David  and 
Jonathan  or  Damon  and  J'ythias  of  the  classic 
story.  Mr.  Harris  is  a  member  of  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Red  Men;  also  of  the  Legion 
of  Honor,  as  is  his  friend,  Mr.  Copeland.  In 
the  Fire  Department  Mr.  Harris  is  promi- 
nently connected  with  Mxcelsior  Hook  and 
Ladder  Company.  These  gentlemen,  whose 
sketches  appear  under  one  head,  are  public- 
sjjirited  and  enter])risiiig  citizens,  and  have 
shown  their  appreciation  of  the  city  of  their 
adoption  by  adding  to  its  beauty  their  hand- 
some residence. 


"KNRY  P.  ALDKN,  a  farmer  and  a 
public-spirited  citizen  of  the  town  of 
Kirkwood,  Broome  County,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Windsor,  N.Y.,  February 
12,  1826,  son  of  Barnabas  Alden,  a  native  of 
Massachusetts.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
who  was  also  a  native  of  the  Bay  State,  and 
was  married  and  owned  a  farm  there,  moved 
to  Broome  County  in  1798,  settling  in  the 
town  of  Windsor.  The  journey  was  made  by 
ox-team,  and  literally  he  had  to  cut  his  road- 
way through  the  forest.  He  purchased  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  and  erected  at 
first  a  rough  log  cabin.  His  table  was  well 
supplied  with  wild  game,  which  was  in  great 
plenty  around  his  home;  and  the  corn  and 
wheat  raised  on  the  farm,  ground  in  the  primi- 
tive home-made  mill   of  the  hollowed   stump. 


gave  the  family  their  daily  bread.  He  was 
very  patriotic;  and,  living  in  the  period 
directly  following  the  Revolution,  he  took  a 
great  interest  in  military  matters,  and  was 
a  Captain  in  the  State  militia.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  i>olitics,  and  he  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Baptist  church.  Of  the 
nine  children  reared  by  tliem,  only  one  is  now 
alive,  Benjamin  F.  Alden,  who  resides  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Windsor,  N.Y. 

Barnabas  Alden  was  one  of  the  progressive 
farmers  of  the  town  of  Windsor.  He  had  a 
wide  circle  of  friends,  and  was  highly  es- 
teemed. In  his  latter  years  he  was  engage,d 
in  mercantile  business.  He  died  in  Windsor 
at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years. 

His  wife,  Margaret  Snyder,  of  this  State, 
lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-two  years  and  five 
months.  She  was  a  good  and  earnest  Chris- 
tian woman,  and  was  a  Baptist  in  her  relig- 
ious profession.  Of  their  nine  children, 
eight  are  now  living,  namely:  Eliza  Jane, 
wife  of  James  Chaffee,  residing  in  the  town  of 
Windsor;  Timothy  P.  and  Mrs.  Mary  Chase, 
living  in  ^Binghamton,  N.Y.  ;  Henry  P.,  of 
Kirkwood;  John  C,  of  Union,  N.Y. ;  Lydia, 
Mrs.  John  L.  Reynolds,  of  Colesville,  N.Y. ; 
Sophronia,  Mrs.  Loraine  Dyer,  of  Oregon; 
Orpha,  wife  of  Orson  Case,  a  resident  'of 
Pennsylvania.  The  ninth  member  of  the  fam- 
ily, Hannah,  wife  of  Daniel  L.  Chase,  died  at 
the  age  of  forty-two  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
in  the  town  of  Windsor,  and  received  a  good 
education  in  the  district  schools.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-one  he  started    out    to   work,  receiv- 
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ing  at  first  twelve  dollars  a  month.  When 
twenty-six  years  okl,  he  married  Miss  So- 
|)lienia  MeKee.  She  was  liorn  in  MitUlle- 
hury,  Conn.,  and  died  when  tliirty-nine  years 
old,  leaving  two  chiklren;  Herbert  R.,  who 
lives  in  Hinghanitdn ;  and  a  little  girl,  Atla, 
wiio  died  when  but  three  years  ohl.  Mr. 
Alden  married  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Arri- 
etta  l^ishop,  who  was  a  native  of  the  town  of 
Windsor.  One  child  was  born  to  this  union; 
namely,  Arrictta,  wife  of  Joshua  Ostrom,  a 
resident  of  the  city  of  Binghamton.  The  sec- 
ond Mrs.  Alden  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-six 
yeai's;  and  Mr.  Alden  married  for  his  third 
wife  i\Iiss  Elizabeth  Cruisei',  who  was  from 
the  town  of  Conklin.  Four  children  were 
born  to  this  marriage:  Ward  A.,  Lillian, 
Alice,  and  Henry  —  all  living  at  home. 

Mr.  y\lden  bought  his  first  land  in  the  town 
of  Windsor,  it  being  the  old  home  farm  of 
fifty  acres,  where  he  resided  for  fifteen  years. 
In  1870  he  j)urchased  the  one-hundred-acre 
farm  on  wliich  he  now  lives.  Besides  doing 
general  farming,  he  conducts  a  dairy  of  twenty 
head  of  native  breeds  of  cattle ;  and  he  is 
classed  among  the  ])ractical  farmers  of  his 
town.  While  in  the  town  of  AVindsor,  he  was 
Cominissionei  of  Highwa)^  for  three  years, 
and  Assessor  for  the  same  lime.  In  the  town 
of  Rirkwood,  where  he  now  resides,  he  was 
one  term  Supervisor,  one  term  Commissioner 
of  Highways,  and  Y\ssessor  for  six  years,  be- 
sides filling  (jther  miuor  (jflices.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church,  ant!  in  the 
fraternal  orders  is  a  Free  and  Accepted  Mason 
of   Lodge    No.  444,  at   Windsor.      Ife    is   also 


a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Grange  at  Kirk- 
wootl.  He  takes  an  active  i)art  in  politics, 
and  invariably  votes  for  ihe  nominees  of  the 
Democratic  parly.  He  is  well  likeii  through- 
out the  community,  and  no  pleasanter  or  bet- 
ter ordered  home  than  his  can  be  found  in 
the   county- 


|IC1IAF,L  T.  GARVI' Y,  of  the  I'Lx- 
change  Hotel,  Binghamton,  N.Y., 
was  born  in  this  city,  October  10, 
1S5S.  His  parents  were  James  and  Flizabcth 
(Keller)  Gaivey,  well-known  residents  of 
Binghamton  foi'  many  years.  He  was  edu- 
cated here  at  St.  James  I'ai-ochial  Acatlemy. 
After  graduating  at  that  institution,  he  started 
out  in  life  very  early  to  support  himself,  and 
was  first  engaged  in  the  emidoyment  of  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  iH:  Western  Railway 
Co.,  and  by  faithful  attention  to  business  dur- 
ing his  nine  years'  connection  with  the  road 
earned  his  promotion  to  various  jjositions  of 
trust.  He  was  also  em[)loyed  at  one  time  on 
the  West  Shore  Railway,  aiul  resided  then  in 
Syracuse,  N.Y.  While  living  there,  he  be- 
came Superintendent  of  the  Syracuse  &  Ikild- 
winsvilie  Railway. 

After  several  years  of  attention  to  that 
business  Mr.  Garvey  returned  to  liinghamton, 
where  he  was  elected  to  the  honorable  position 
of  City  Clerk,  which  he  hehl  during  the  years 
of  1891  and  1892,  ha\ing  jjeen  the  choice 
of  the  Democratic  council  then  in  jiower.  In 
1893  Mr.  Garvey  engaged  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness with  James  l'\  Doyle,  kceiiing  the  well- 
known     l',\chango     Hotel,     silnaled     on    C^oiut 
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Street,  the  most  prominent  thoroughfare  in 
Binghamton.  This  renowned  hostelry  has 
been  remodelled  and  refitted  throughout,  and 
the  traveller  slaying  there  is  sure  of  a  com- 
fortable home  and  first-class  accomniotlations. 
In  iSyi  Mr.  Garvey  was  married  to  Miss 
Anna  Sinnott,  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  but 
came  to  America  with  her  parents  when  but 
two  years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garvey  are 
prominent  members  of  the  Catholic  church; 
and  Mr.  Garvey  is  a  member  of  Hranch  No. 
518  of  the  Catholic  l\.nights  of  America,  and 
also  of  No.  Ill  Catholic  Mutual  Benefit  As- 
sociation, lie  has  been  particularly  fortu- 
nate in  his  matrimonial  choice,  Mrs.  Garvey 
being  a  lady  of  exceptional  energy  and  abil- 
ity, and  well  fitted  to  assist  liim  in  his  pres- 
ent business.  Mrs.  Sinnott,  the  mother  of 
Mrs.  Garvey,  early  left  a  widow,  by  her  own 
unaided  efforts  raised  a  family  of  daughters, 
all  of  whom  are  to-day  well  educated,  and  all 
but  the  youngest  married,  and  presiding  over 
happy  and  comfortable  homes.  In  every  posi- 
tion that  Mr.  Garvey  has  been  placed  he  has 
acted  honorably  and  conscientiously,  and  fully 
deserves  the  trust  and  confidence  always  re- 
posed in  him.  He  is  one  of  the  rising  young 
men  of  Binghaniton,  aixl  bids  fair  to  make  his 
mark  in  the  annals  of  his  native  city. 


Y^^^  CARSON  FRENCH,  M.D.,  a  resi- 
IftA  dent  physician  of  Lisle,  is  abun- 
dantly qualified  to  fill  the  responsible  posi- 
tion he  occupies  in  this  community,  having 
a   natural   adaptation   for   his   work,    and    pos- 


sessing qualifications  obtained  by  years  of 
study  and  exjjerience.  He  is  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  and  was  born  at  Glen  Castle, 
Broome  County,  August  20,  1854.  His 
father,  l^benezer  S.  I'"rench,  who  is  now  liv- 
ing with  him,  was  born  in  Rowe,  Franklin 
County,  Mass.,  in  iSio. 

His  grandfather,  Clement  French,  a  native 
of  Southwick,  Hampden  County,  Mass.,  was 
born  September  20,  17S3,  and  died  at  Glen 
Castle,  N.Y.,  in  1866.  He  was  an  active, 
industrious  man  of  Iiis  time,  and  moved  to 
Deerfield,  Mass.,  where  he  met,  wooed,  ami 
won  Elizabeth  Hawks.  They  were  married 
in  1803,  and  moved  to  Jefferson  County, 
New  York,  settling  at  Sandy  Creek.  They 
brought  with  them  their  first-born,  l-'ranklin, 
then  one  year  old,  and  commenced  as  pioneers 
in  a  wilderness.  They  had  very  little  money, 
but  had  brave  hearts  and  willing  hands. 
They  succeeded  in  obtaining  fifty  acres  of 
heavily  timbered  land,  and  went  to  work  with 
a  will,  built  a  log  cabin,  cleared  some  of  the 
land,  ])laced  seed  in  the  virgin  soil,  and  in 
due  time  reaped  the  reward.  They  endured 
many  privations,  but  bravely  struggled  on 
until  they  gained  a  footing  and  could  realize 
the  results  of  their  labor.  Two  sons,  Root 
and  Ira,  were  here  bo'rn  to  them.  After  three- 
years,  in  which,  under  the  existing  circum- 
stances, they  had  accomplished  much,  they 
were  persuaded,  somewhat  against  their  will, 
by  Mr.  French's  father,  to  return  to  Massa- 
chusetts, where  they  made  their  home  at  a 
point  on  the  Deerfield  River  near  the  jiresent 
lloosac    tunnel.      There   two    more   sons   werg 
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born  to  them,  lCl)cnczcr  S.  and  Salfronus  11. 
Aliuiil  this  lime  the  War  of  1812  was  ilo- 
clai'cd,  hut  on  accomit  of  ncar-.sightcchicss 
Mr.    I'^rcnch   was   exempt   from   duty. 

In  impaired  health  and  straiglitened  cir- 
cumstances, he  found  it  hard  to  support  his 
family;  and  for  a  time  it  was  a  cjuestion  of 
what  should  he  done.  The  problem  was  soon 
solved,  however;  for,  assisted  by  some 
friends,  he  secured  a  team  and  wayon,  and 
started  out  as  a  [Ktller  of  "  Yatd^cee  notions" 
and  tinware,  lie  was  successful,  but  not 
altogether  satisfied  with  the  business  and  its 
•promises  for  tlie  future.  Having  received 
glowing  tlescriptions  of  the  country  near  Che- 
nango I'oint,  now  ]5inghamton,  he  sold  his 
outfit,  and,  moving  there,  bought  fifty  acres, 
including  four  acres  of  cleared  land  and  a  log 
caliin.  lie  hired  a  man  to  move  the  family; 
and,  after  a  long,  tedious  trip  of  about  two 
hundred  miles,  they  arrived  at  the  new  home 
June  I,  1814.  Thus  they  began  again  their 
e.\|)erience  in  frontier  life,  and  did  not  have 
by  any  means  an  easy  time,  particularly 
during  the  season  of  1 8 16,  when  there  were 
heavy  frosts  every  month  of  the  year.  J I  is 
grown  sons  hel|>ed  to  clear  and  pay  for  his 
farm  near  Hinghaniton,  now  owned  by  the 
Doctor's  father;  ami  in  1831  he  built  a  good 
frame  dwelling,    which   is   still    standing. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hawks  I'Vench,  who  was  a 
noble  Christian  woman,  and  endured  the  hard- 
sliips  incident  to  a  pioneer  life  with  fortitude, 
died  November  I,  i8(')4.  (Jf  the  children, 
I'ranklin  {•"rench  was  a  farmer  at  Glen  Castle, 
where   he  died  in   his  eighty-fourth  year,  leav- 


ing a  large  family;  Ira  I'Tench,  a  farmer  near 
Castle  Creek,  died  in  his  eighty-sixth  year; 
Root  I'"rench,  a  larnier  of  the  same  town, 
worked  himself  to  death  in  miiklle  life; 
Ebenezer  is  the  Doctor's  father,  above 
named;  Salfronus  was  a  practising  physician 
of  Lisle  many  years.  Anna  Sewanl,  who 
became  the  wife  of  I'^benezer  S.  hVench,  was 
a  daughter  of  Orrin  ami  i\lehitable  (Liver- 
nmre)  Seward,  and  was  born  at  Glen  Castle 
in  July,  181  I.  Iler  [xirents  were  both  of 
New  York  .State,  and  were  among  the  early 
settlers  in  this  vicinity,  coming  here  when 
children  with  their  [larents.  Here  their  ac- 
quaintance began,  when  she  was  four  years 
old;  here  the  first  sUiry  of  love  was  tidd;  here 
they  grew  u|)  together,  were  married,  and 
lived  in  that  sacretl  relation  for  sixty-three 
years.  After  their  marriage,  July  4,  1S30, 
they  settled  on  his  father's  farm  near  Glen 
Castle,  which  was  the  same  place  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  acres  that  was  purchased 
in  1808  and  (jccu|)ied  in  1809,  and  is  still  in 
the  family.  The  children  of  ICbeiiezer  and 
Anna  S.  I'Vench  were:  Ilepsey  h'rench,  who 
died  in  1S85,  j)ast  middle  life,  at  home;  Lu- 
cius French,  M.D.,  of  Davenport,  la.;  Olive, 
wife  of  Charles  A.  Wond,  of  Castle  Creek; 
Betsey,  wife  of  H.  M.  .Stanford,  a  farmer  of 
thist<iwn;  Mary,  wife  of  Isaac  llowland;  and 
Kit  Carson. 

The  latter,  who  is  tl|e  sidiject  of  this 
sketch,  received  his  elementary  etiueation  in 
the  schools  (jf  Glen  Castle  an<K)f  Lisle;  and 
his  proiessional  cnurse  of  study  was  cimi- 
pleteil  al  liellevue  Hospital    Medical    Ccdlege, 
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New  York  City,  he  being  one  of  the  gradu- 
ates of  1SS7.  The  active  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession commenced  iicre,  where  he  succeeded 
to  the  work  of  Dr.  H.  C.  Hall,  iiaving  pur- 
ciiased  the  liduse  of  that  gentleman.  He  was 
married  Januarys,  1S76,  to  Nina  I'"..  Keeler, 
a  lady  of  intelligence  and  cultivation,  chuigh- 
ter  of  S.  M.  and  Alira  (Pratt)  Keeler. 

The  Doctor  is  a  Master  Mason  and  a  Re- 
publican. I'Vaternally  and  socially,  he  is  a 
genial  gentleman,  and,  [joliticall)',  adheres 
tenaciously  to  what  he  feels  to  be  right.  He 
has  his  iileas,  and  s[)eaks  them;  his  opinions, 
and  asserts  them;  his  beliefs,  and  adlieres  tcj 
them.  But  in  all  his  intercomse  with  his  fel- 
low-men he  is  kind  and  generous,  not  given 
to  severe  criticism,  although  speaking  plainly 
his  mind  when  occasion  demands.  He  has 
a  sound  body  and  a  clear  mind,  two  essential 
characteristics  in  the  make-up  of  a  i)hysician. 
He  is  full  six  feet  in  height,  with  a  weight 
of  two  hundred  pounds.  He  possesses  in  a 
marked  degree  many  of  the  finer  feelings  of 
human  natiux',  and  is  ever  ready  to  administer 
to  the  needs  of  suffering  humanity  in  such 
measure  as   he    is   able. 


kALl'H  ROlSliRT  RrrTIIR,  for  sev- 
_'ral  years  a  |)rosperous  farmer  of  the 
town  of  Kirkwood,  liroome  County, 
now  deceased,  was  l)orn  October  19,  1830,  in 
Whitesboro,  Oneida  County,  N.Y.,  a  son  of 
John  and  Miriam  (Bartlett)  Ritter,  the 
mother  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  the  father 
of   New   York   State.      Mr.  Ritter,    Sr.,  was  a 


farmer,  and  one  of  the  i)ioneer  settlers  of 
Oneida  County.  When  he  came  there,  it  was 
a  wild  and  uncultivated  region,  where  Indians 
and  game  were  still  [dentifiil.  He  and  his 
wife  reared  a  family  of  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  of  whom  only  two  are  iu)w  living, 
namely:  h'rederick,  who  resides  at  Port 
Hyron ;  and  Sally,  IVfrs.  George  McDowell,  of 
Utica,  N.Y.  The  father  and  mother  spent 
their  last  days  at  Whitesbcjro,  Mr.  Ritter 
dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven,  and  his 
wife  at  eighty-four.  They  were  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  and  he  was  a 
Democrat. 

Raljjh  R.  liitter  was  educated  and  grew  to 
manhootl  in  the  vicinity  of  .Whitesboro, 
Oneida  County,  When  he  was  a  young  man 
of  about  twenty  years  of  age,  he  engaged  as 
bell-boy  at  the  Lewis  House  in  Binghamton, 
N.Y.  The  house  was  then  managed  by  Mr. 
Clifton  Hall.  .So  faithful  and  conscientious 
was  he  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  that 
he  earned  rapitl  promotion,  finally  becoming 
head  clerk,  holding  that  position  for  several 
years.  Mr.  ]\.itter  then  removed  to  Soranton, 
Pa.,  and  opened  a  hotel  known  as_  Green 
Grove,  where  he  remained  about  ten  years, 
and  only  sold  the  [ilace  liecause  of  ill-health. 
The  house  is  still  standing,  but  has  been 
changed  into  the  present  City  Hospital. 
After  cjisposing  of  this-iiropert}',  he  purchased 
in  1864  a  farm  (jf  one  hundred  and  forty  acres 
in  the  town  of  Kirkwood,  and  occupied  it 
until  his  death.  It  is  a  fine  and  productive 
projierty,  atul  the  excellent  l)uildings  on  it 
were  erected  by  Mr.  Ritter  himself.      He  died 
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there  December  16,   1SS3;  and  his  widow  and 
son  still  reside  on  the  farm. 

On  March  30,  18O2,  Mr.  Ralph  ]v.  Ritlcr 
was  marrieil  to  Miss  Mary  ]'].  Guernsey.  She 
was  born  in  Middlel)uri,s  .Schoharie  County, 
N.Y.,  June  i,  1S37,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
I^linor  (Snook)  Guernsey.  Iler  father  re- 
moved t(j  Uroonie  County  in  the  early  years  of 
its  settlement,  and  was  a  farmer  here.  He 
was  se\'enty-si.\  )-ears  of  ai;c  at  his  death. 
His  wife  died  at  thirty-seven.  They  were 
members  of  the  Methodisl  ]''piscopal  church. 
Mr.  (lUci'nsey  was  a  Democrat  in  politics. 
Their  three  chililren  are:  Mrs.  Ritter;  M.  M. 
Guernsey,  of  Whitney's  Point,  N.Y.;  and 
James  \V.,  of  the  city  of  liinghamton,   N.Y. 

Mrs.  Mary  IC.  liitter  rents  the  home  farm 
to  a  tenant,  but  still  lives  there.  .She  owns 
besides  a  great  deal  of  real  estate  in  Great 
Bend,  Pa.  She  is  a  faithful,  acti\'e  member 
of  the  Christian  cliurch.  Iler  husband  was 
an  hontJiable  and  pupular  man,  and  his  mem- 
ory is  hekl  in  deserved  respect. 


|HARLKS  F.  O'HRH^N,  ex-City  Attor- 
ney of  HinghanUon,  N.Y.,  one  of  the 
younger  members  of  the  J?ri)Ome 
Coimty  bar,  was  born  in  Irelaiul,  December 
17,  1 86 1,  son  of  Daniel  ami  Julia  (Dwyer) 
(_)'15rien.  The  parents  landed  in  New  Yovk 
City  in  1S64,  and  moved  to  Cortland  County 
in  1 868,  where  the  father  died  in  1869.  'Phe 
widow  with  her  children  came  to  the  village 
of  Port  Dickinson,  a  suburb  of  15inghamton, 
N.Y.,  in  1875. 


Charles  F.,  haviug  altended  the  district 
school  of  Cortland,  finished  his  preparatory 
education  at  the  St.  James  I'arochial  .School 
of  Pinghamton,  and  then  woikeil  in  a  large 
cigar  factory,  acting  as  foreman  from  1879 
till  1885,  saving  his  money,  and  living  eco- 
nomically until  he  IkuI  accinnulated  enough  to 
affcH'd  spending  liis  time  in  re.uling  law.  He 
entered  the  ofTue  uf  the  Hon.  Ivlnumd 
(^'(_""iuinor,  ]ii)w  .State  Senator,  with  wh.im  he 
remained  until  admitted  tn  the  bar  at  the 
general  term  of  court  held  in  Pinghamton 
Seijteniber,  18S8.  He  formed  a  partnership 
with  Mr.  James  11.  Roberts  fur  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  In  1890  Mr.  (,)' Hrien  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  City  Attorney, 
which  position  lie  hekl  fur  two  years.  He 
and  his  partner  make  a  specialty  of  corpora- 
tion law.  They  are  the  legal  ad\-isers  of  the 
Binghamton  General  I'llectric  Company,  and 
have  ;Uso  managed  special  suits  for  \'arious 
coriJorations.  Not  to  every  yoinig  man  does 
the  flower  of  prcjmise  mature  into  the  fruit  of 
success,  but  it  is  a  pleasure  to  record  in  this 
sketch  that  energy  and  industry  have  accom- 
plished the  aims  desired.  These  gentlemen 
have   worked    uj)   an    extensive    practice. 

Mr.  O'Prien  owns  the  Columbia  lirewery, 
and  has  made  several  other  valuable  invest- 
ments in  real  estate.  He  exerted  his  ener- 
gies and  abilities  greatly  in  the  intriKluction 
of  the  electric  light  plant  into  the  city  of 
Pinghamton,  N.Y.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church,  being  one  of  the  ris- 
ing young  men  ol  St.  Patrick's  Parish  in 
Pinghamton,    e\er   foiemosi     m     its    interests, 
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and  a  devoted  adherent  to  his  faith.  In  so- 
cial life  he  is  a  member  of  the  Binghamton 
Club. 


^JORACl".  TRICADWI'-.I,!.,  an  educated 
farmer,  anil  one  (if  the  rejjreseiilative 
len  of  liroiime  County,  has  lived  on 
his  present  place  since  1S54,  and  has  nearly 
all  these  years  been  actively  engaged  in  agri- 
culture. In  addition  to  his  farm  work,  his 
advice  and  counsel  being  considered  of  value, 
he  has  held  the  dflice  of  Justice  of  the  I'eace 
and  Notary  Pul)lic,  ami  has  been  an  influen- 
tial worker  in  all  enterprises  calculated  to 
advance  the  best  interests  of  the  community. 
He  was  born  in  Schoharie  County  in  1823,  a 
son  of  Humphrey  Treadwell,  who  was  born  in 
Delaware  County,  January  i,  1799,  and  died 
in  September,  1S47,  at  Jefferson,  Schoharie 
County.  He  was  a  minister  of  the  gospel, 
and  was  connected  with  the  I\Icthodist  Episco- 
pal church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  brought  up 
on  the  home  farm,  and  early  in  life  became 
accustometl  to  agricultural  labors.  His  father 
was  necessarily  away  from  home  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  time,  attending  to  the  duties  of 
his  [irofession,  so  that  *the  work  of  the  place 
devolveil  u|)on  him  and  his  brothers.  He 
secured  a  fairly  good  education,  and  for  about 
twenty-six  years  taught  school  during  the 
winter  season,  thus  adding  to  his  knowledge, 
and  obtaining  a  practical  benefit  from  his 
early  instruction.  He  was  married  to  Dian- 
tha^  Clarke,  who  was  born  in  Worcester, 
Otsego  County,  in  1S25,  a  daughter  of  Calvin 


and  Francis  (Fuller)  Clarke.  Her  father  was 
from  IMassachusetls,  and  her  mother  from 
New  York  State.  The  former  died  in  this 
county  in  1S73,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three 
years,  and  the  latter  in  1 88 1,  when  eighty- 
eight  years  old,  anil  in  the  full  possession  of 
her  mental  faculties.  Of  this  Clarke  family, 
four  children  are  now  living,  namely:  Dian- 
tha,  who  before  her  marriage  was  a  successful 
teacher  for  ten  terms;  John,  a  farmer  in 
I'eoria  County,  Illinois;  Dickinson,  a  me- 
chanic in  Allegany  County,  New  York;  and 
Barney  I'".,  who  lives  in  Sanford,  Broome 
County. 

I\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Horace  Treadwell  began  life 
together  on  tiie  old  farm,  and  subsequently 
purchased  their  jirescnt  place  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty-two  acres.  He  has  usually  kept 
from  ten  to  twent}'  cows  and  a  tlock  of  sheep, 
and  has  raised  some  horses.  They  have 
buried  two  daughters:  ICUa,  who  died  at  thir- 
teen years  of  age;  and  Hatt.ie,  who  died  when 
three  years  old.  The  six  living  chiklren  are 
the  following:  I'rank  L.,  wife  (jf  lulwin  In- 
gerson,  a  farmer  in  Broome  County;  Calvin 
II.,  a  farmer;  Wellington  I^.,  living  on  a  part 
(jf  the  old  farm,  of  the  whole  of  which  he  now 
takes  the  principal  care,  also  teaching  school 
winters;  I\Iary  I,.,  wife  of  Frank  Shaffer,  of 
Binghamton;  Jennie,  wife  of  Wilber  J.  Place, 
living  n^ar  the  old  hoine;  and  Burton  K.,  a 
widower,  living  in  the  town  of  Maine,  ISroome 
County. 

Mr.  Treadwell  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 
He  has  served  for  sixteen  years  as  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  and  is  at  the  present  time  a  Notary 
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Public.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trcadvvcll  are  mcm- 
bcns  of  tlic  Glen  Castle  Melhoilist  Episeopal 
clniicli,  and  have  l)cen  inllucntial  in  every 
^■(Kid  work  ciinnecled  therewith,  assistini,^ 
materially  in  the  bnildini;  of  a  honse  of  woi'- 
ship  four  yeai's  a.^d,  and  eontribul  ing  of  tlieii' 
means  {generally  foi'  tiie  eause.  Their  ehil- 
dren    are   of   the   same   faitji.  * 


1':NJAMIN  ]•.  I^RADLICY,  of  IHn-- 
lianilun,  N.\'.,  for  several  years  an 
inspector  of  banks  and  walls  on  the 
Krie  Canal,  was  born  in  the  town  of  VVood- 
bridj^e.  New  Haven  Count  v,  Ct.,  October 
31,  1S18.  The  same  State  was  the  birthplace 
anil  lifelong"  residence  of  Abner  lirailley, 
grandfather  of  Benjamin,  who  died  there  at 
the  age  of  seventy  -  seven  years.  Samuel 
]5radlcy,  son  of  Abner,  was  born  in  Connecti- 
cut, and  i"ecei\'eil  the  best  eilucational  advan- 
tages afforded  in  the  country  towns  in  those 
ilays,  lie  imiiro\'cd  his  oppfntunities  for 
reading  and  study,  and  became  a  well-in- 
formed man  of  his  time,  lie  removed  to 
Oneida  County,  New  York,  when  liis  son 
llcnjamin  was  eleven  years  old,  and  bouglit  a 
farm,  being  one  of  the  N'er)'  Lfirliest  settlers  of 
that  place.  His  land  cost  him  se\'enteen  dol- 
lars and  twenty-live  cents  per  acre;  .and  upon 
it  were  two  good  log  cabins,  the  tract  having 
been  a  jiart  (jf  the  ISrothertown  Iveservation 
granted  to  the  Indians  of  the  Oneitla  tribe. 
He  built  a  frame  dwelling-house  and  other 
necessary  buildings,  improving  the  land  and 
greatly  increasing   its   value.      In   addition    to 


farming,  Mr.  Bradley  followed  tbe  trade  of 
cooper.  Later  in  life  he  renaived  to  Illinois, 
and  died  in  iiatav'ia,  Kane  County,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-one  years.  He  married  Miss 
Arena  Riggs;  and  they  reared  a  family  of 
seven  children,  namely:  Mabel,  Mrs.  lienja- 
min  Bishop,  of  Connecticut;  Henry;  Benja-' 
min  v.;  .Samuel;  George;  John;  and  Is.uic. 
The  mother  diei.1  in  Clinton,  Oneida  County, 
N.Y. 

At  twenty-one  years  of  age  Benjamin  b". 
Bradley  joined  the  engineer  coi|)s  of  the  l'j"ie 
Canal,  who  were  then  engaged  in  the  work  of 
enlarging  it.  After  three  years  spent  at  that 
labor  he  letuiaied  to  the  home  farm,  where  he 
worked  for  his  father  foi'  oni;  )a\ir,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  he  married  Miss  Nancy  L., 
daughter  of  John  and  Ruth  Raymond,  natives 
of  Connecticut,  who  were  parents  of  nine 
children,  seven  daughters  iind  two  siuis.  For 
the  ensuing  six  )'e.us  lie  \\'orke<l  on  the  faiin 
of  his  father-in-law,  and  then  went  again  on 
the  Krie  Canal,  as  inspector  of  banks  and 
walls,  wdiich  position  he  occupied  for  fifteen 
years.  In  i  S64  he  came  to  Bingbamton, 
N.Y.,  and  was  empK)yed  on  the  Chenango 
extension  of  the  same  canal.  In  the  year 
1S65  he  bought  a  small  house  in  the  '.icinity 
of  the  city  of  Binghamton,  and  settled  here 
with  bis  family.  .Selling  th.it  place  later,  he 
moved  to  I'ort  Dickinson,  in  the  same  county 
of  Broome,  where  he  resided  eleven  years,  and 
then,  in  company  with  his  only  surviving  son, 
bought  the  ilwelling  which  is  his  [^resent 
home. 

Mr.    and    Mrs.    Uradley   reared   a   family   of 
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three  boys.  A  son  Charles  married  Miss 
Agnes  Vcdiler,  of  Sclienectady,  N.Y.,  and 
lived  and  died  in  Binshamton,  N.V.  An- 
other son,  Waring,  died  at  the  home  of  his 
father  in  1 88 5,  leaving  a  widow  and  three 
lioys  —  Raymond,  Harry,  and  Charles  B. 
This  good  and  devoted  daughter-in-law  still 
resides  with  Mr.  Bradley,  and  by  her  thought- 
ful, kindly  care  comforts  his  declining  years, 
he  having  been  called  some  time  since  to  part 
with  his  wife,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
nine.  In  his  religious  convictions  Mr.  Brad- 
ley adheres  to  the  Congregational  church,  of 
which  he  is  a  member  in  good  standing,  faith- 
fully contributing  to  the  support  of  its  various 
activities  and  continuing  to  take  a  deep  inter- 
est in  the  Bible  class.  Politically,  he  is  a 
strong  supporter  of  the  Republican  [larty.  In 
his  long  life  lie  has  won  jiopular  esteem  for 
his  upright,  Cliristian  cliaracter  as  a  man  and 
a  good  citizen. 


KARl)  !•.  RICH,  a  farmer  of  the 
,vn  of  Barker,  has  long  been  engagetl 
in  that  occupation,  and  has  no  desire  to  change 
from  a  quiet  country  life  to  the  busy  scenes 
of  the  city.  His  father,  John  \V.  Rich, 
was  born  in  Scholiarie  County  in  1832,  and 
came  to  ]?roomc  County,  a  single  man,  when 
eighteen  years  old.  He  was  by  tratle  a  shoe- 
maker, and  followed  that  business  for  about 
fifteen  years  at  Triangle,  em[)loying  a  number 
of  workmen,  and  having  a  consitlerable  trade. 
He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Sally  Ivggles- 
ton,  of  Triangle,  tjy  which   union   were  three 


children,  one  of  whom,  Marion  F.,  is  now 
living  in  Tioga  County.  His  second  wife 
was  Mary  Ann  Johnson,  of  Broome  County, 
who  became  mother  of  lulward  F.  and  of  four 
other  children,  namely:  Lewis,  N.,  of  Greene, 
Chenango  County;  ICva,  wife  of  I'^red  Pratt, 
at  Harpursville,  Broome  County;  Morris  I., 
a  farmer  of  this  county;  and  Elmer  E.,  of 
Greene,    Chenango   County. 

The  mother  of  these  children  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  lulward  Johnson,  a  pioneer  from  Con- 
neticut,  who  came  here  when  the  country  was 
new,  the  nearest  mill  being  at  Owego,  and 
bears  and  Indians  were  plenty.  Mrs.  Rich  is 
still  living,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  ac- 
tive, intelligent,  and  having  a  good  recollec- 
tion of  the  early  days.  Her  husband  died 
here  on  his  fifty-acre  farm  in  18S7.  They 
weie  both  members  of  the  Congregational 
church  at  Triangle.  He  was  not  bigoted  or 
unreasonable,  and  not  strictly  bound  to  any 
creed  other  than  the  New  Testament  and  tlie 
word  of  the  Divine  Master.  He  was  a  Con- 
gregationalisl  because,  to  his  mind,  that 
church  more  nearly  than  any  other  followed 
the  apostolic  pattern,  that  of  the  early 
churches  of  the  New  Testament.  He  was  a 
man  having  an  o})inion  and  will  of  his  own, 
and  not  easily  influenced.  He  was  a  Demo- 
crat, but  not  an  unreasoning  ])artisan. 

Eilward  V.  Rich  was  born  in  Triangle  in 
1S53,  He  was  brought  u[i  on  the  home  farm, 
and  attended  the  district'  school,  acipiiring  a 
fair  education,  although,  perhaps,  as  lias  usu- 
ally been  the  case,  not  improving  the  oppor- 
tunity so  well   as   he  might.      He  was  married' 
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ill  i8go  to  Ellen  Alexander,  ihughter  of 
Rufiis  Alexander,  who  was  a  farmer  of  this 
county.  Edward  F.  Rich  is  an  independent 
thinker  on  all  subjects,  and  exercises  his  own 
judj^ment  in  business,  in  social  affairs,  poli- 
tics, and  relij^ion,  uninfluenced  by  what  any 
one  else  may  say  or  tliink.  He  is  not  bound 
by  any  creed,  ]iarty,  or  doctrine,  but  is  the 
sole  arbiter  of  his  own  action,  and  has  a  fixed 
iletermination  to  suit  his  own  ideas  of  fitness 
and  rij;hl  in  all  these  matters.  Mis  idea  of 
true  manhood  is  embodied  in  tlie  life  and 
teaching  of  the  best  Master  the  workl  ever 
knew. 


^ARL  15.  SMI'l'lI,  M.]).,  a  resident 
physician  nf  liinghamton,  came  to 
this  place  from  ]5uffalo  in  18S9. 
He  is  a  native  of  Painted  I'ost,  Steuben 
County,  N.Y.,  where  he  was  born  in  1S59,  a 
son  of  K.  H.  and  Ellen  (Bronson)  Smith. 
His  father  still  lives  at  that  place,  where  he 
is  a  man  of  considerable  prominence,  dealing 
in  lumber,  which  has  for  years  been  his  occu- 
patiim,  and  holding  various  town  (iffices  to 
which    he   has    been    chusen    by   the    people. 

In  his  eai'ly  youth  Carl  attended  the  schools 
at  Tainted  Post,  and  sidisequently  finished  his 
preparatory  education  at  Coming  Academy, 
graduating  in  the  class  of  iHjG.  He  then 
reatl  medicine  with  l)i'.  (ira\'es,  the  leading 
surgeon  of  Steuben  Count)',  as  his  precepjtor. 
He  was  a  close  student,  and  had  the  faculty  of 
retaining  what  ho  learncil,  so  that  he  made 
rapid  progress,  attended  medical  lectures  in 
Buffalo,  and   was  graduateil    in    18S0.      Then, 


after  a  practice  of  one  year  in  the  country,  he 
settled  in  Buffalo;  and,  having  there  con- 
tinued for  eight  years,  in  I  S8g  he  removed  to 
])inghamton,  first  liaving  his  office  on  Susque- 
hanna Street.  His  l)usiness  increased  beyond 
his  e.xiicctations ;  and,  more  commodious  antl 
central  quarters  becfiming  a  necessity,  he  re- 
moved to  ^7  Court  Street,  where  he  may  now 
be  found. 

Ur.  .Smith  gives  his  whole  attention  to  the 
study  and  practice  of  his  chosen  profession, 
seeking  and  finding  impioved  methods  of 
treatment  for  iliffereiit  diseases,  notabl)'  that 
of  pulmonary  consumption,  to  wliich  he  has 
given  a  great  deal  of  thought,  so  much  so  as 
to  make  it  a  speciait}';  and  he  has  discovered 
what  appears  to  lie  a.wondertui  medicine  for 
the  treatment  of  this  dreadetl  malady.  The 
efficacy  of  this  cure  has  already  passed  its  first 
experimental  stage,  having  been  the  means  of 
curing  fully  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  cases  he  has 
treated,  including  all  stages  of  the  disease, 
among  them  many  given  up  by  reputable  phy- 
sicians. The  Doctor  believes  in  the  germ 
theory,  and  liis  researches  iia\'e  i)een  mainly 
with  a  view  to  the  iliscoveiy  of  a  medicine 
capable  of  destroying  thosi'  germs  without 
injury  to  the  patient.  It  is  saitl  tiiat  in  tlie 
cinirse  of  a  few  months,  dating  from  Jauuai)' 
I,  i8i)^,  he  has  cured  twenty  t'ases  and  pro- 
longed the  lives  of  others.  He  is  still  pur- 
suing his  investigations,  aiming  at  the  per- 
fection of  his  remed)',  which,  if  bronght 
about,  should  cause  liim  to  rank  among  the 
leading  l)enefactors  of  the  human  race.  The 
Doctor    is   a    member  of   ]?inghamton    Lodge, 
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No.  177,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  stands  high  in  his 
piufessiun,  and  is  a  i^cntlcnian  of  culture  ami 
scliolarly  attainments. 


IIOMAS  CONGDON,  proprietor  of  the 
Congdon  House,  No.  80  Lewis  Street, 
in  liinghaniton,  N.Y.,  was  born  in  New  York 
City,  May  12,  1846,  son  of  Michael  and  Mar- 
garet (Walsh)  Congdon.  The  father  was  born 
in  Cijunty  VVaterforcl,  Ireland,  and  was  niar- 
rietl  there  before  coming  to  this  country.  He 
went  from  New  York  to  Susquehanna,  Pa., 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  machine  shops, 
and  there  died,  October  25,  1892.  The 
mother   still    survives. 

After  having  finished  his  studies  in  the 
public  schools  of  Susquehanna,  young  Cong- 
don learned  the  trade  of  machinist,  at  wdiich 
he  worked  in  that  place  until  May  of  1 868, 
when  he  came  to  Binghamton,  N.Y.;  and 
here  he  entered  the  employ  of  .Shapley  & 
Hopkins.  He  remained  there  for  one  year, 
and  returnetl  to  Suscjuehanna  for  a  little 
while,  l>ut  came  back  t(j  work  again  in  the 
Binghamton  Iron  Works,  the  firm  having  nijw 
become  .Shajiley  &  Wells.  Sixteen  years 
later,  in  1881,  he  boijglit  the  jiropert)'  now 
known  as  the  Hotel  Congdon,  and  fitted  it  u|> 
in  good  style.  There  are  thirty  rooms  for 
guests,  having  steam  lieat  throughout,  baths 
and  all  kept  in  a  clean  ami  tasteful  manner, 
making  it  one  of  the  best  hotels  for  the  price 
(one  dollar  ami  a  half  per  day)  to  be  found  in 
the  city.  It  is  the  aim  and  ambition  of  Mr. 
Congdon  to  make  it  a  homelike   jjlace,  and    he 


has  a  good  and  increasing  patronage.  His 
hotel  is  situated  in  an  excellent  location, 
being  op[iosite  to  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
&  Western  Railroad  depot,  and  one  block 
from   the   ]'",rie    Railway. 

Mr.  Congdon  was  married  .September  11, 
1893,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Pembroke,  daughter 
of  James  and  Margaret  Pembroke,  of  Bing- 
hamton. They  have  two  sons,  Martin  P.  and 
Thomas  J.  The  family  are  members  of  St. 
Mary's  Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Congdon  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  liducation  for 
two  years,  representing  the  Tenth  Ward,  and 
was  Chairman  of  Committee  on  I'inance  from 
18S9  to  1 89 1.  He  is  an  enterprising  and 
progressive  citizen,  having  attained  a  merited 
success,  and  is  esteemed  by  all  as  an  honora- 
ble member  of  the  community  of  Binghamton. 


DWy\RD  FORKHR,  a  well-known  agri- 
culturist of  the  town  of  Vestal,  was 
born  on  his  present  farm,  November  13,  1859. 
His  father  Josiah,  a  native  of  ]'"ast  Union, 
was  a  son  of  George  P'orker,  a  carpenter  by 
traile,  who  was  a  resident  of  IHnghamton  for 
many  years.  He  finally  removed  to  East 
Union,    where   he   rc-mained   until    his    death. 

Josiah  ]'"orker  left  home  at  the  early  age  of. 
nine  years,  and  started  out  to  take  care  of 
himself,  working  at  various  occuiiations,  and 
contriving  to  pick  up  in  the  mean  time  a  fair 
amount  of  education,  which  was  chiefly  of  a 
practical  character.  He  followed  farming  and 
lumbering,  and  was  also  employed  for  some 
lime   at    the  carpenter's  trade.      He  purchased 
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forty  acres  of  timbered  land  on  Hend  Hill. 
This  lie  cleared  and  sold,  anil  then  bought  the 
farm  upon  which  his  son  Edward  now  resides, 
erecting  the  fine  bains  and  commodious  dwell- 
in;^S  'I'kI  'ilso  buililin^,^  a  cider-mill.  lie  was 
an  intelli^r(jnt  and  broail-niinded  man,  and  was 
lil)eral  in  his  relij^ious  views.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Democrat,  and  lield  various  town 
offices,  among  them  that  of  Overseer  of  the 
Poor. 

Me  married  Miss  Jennie  Tighe,  of  Phila- 
delphia; and  they  reared  t\vc  children,  four  of 
whom  still  survive,  namely:  Rose;  Edwartl, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  P'rederick  L.,  now 
a  prominent  physician  in  Binghamton,  N.Y.; 
and  Jennie  May.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home  with 
her  elder  son,  Edward.  The  father  died 
August  i6,  1S93,  at  seventy-six  years  of  age. 
P'dward  P^orker  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits  from  his  youth,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  school.  He  assisted  his 
father  in  the  management  of  the  home  farm, 
and,  when  his  father  died,  assumed  control 
under  his  mother's  ilirection.  He  is  thus 
engaged  at  the  present  time,  and  has  met  with 
a  high  degree  of  success.  He  is  a  wide- 
awake young  man,  well  inftirmed  on  current 
events,  ami  is  looketl  upon  by  all  as  an  up- 
right and  useful  citizen.  In  politics  he  sup- 
ports the  Democratic  party,  Ijut  does  not 
asjiire  to  public  office,  being  content  toper- 
form  the  ordinary  duties  of  citizenship.  The 
family  arc  attendants  at  the  Catholic  church, 
and  are  highly  respected  by  their  neighbors 
and   acquaintances  as   jjeople  of   sterling  char- 


acter,  true    of    purpose    and    upright   in  their 
dealings  with  all. 


■ffiYAMlCS  IDVZLICY  has  been  a  resident 
of  liinghamton  for  over  forty  years, 
having  made  that  city  his  home  in 
1S53.  Pie  is  now  living  at  2S9  P'ront  Street, 
retired  from  the  active  business  cares  of  life. 
He  was  born  at  Newburg,  Orange  County, 
N.Y.,  August  15,  iS2<S,  son  of  Arbuckle  and 
PTlen  (Coy)  llazley.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, William  llazley,  was  a  light-house- 
keeper on  the  Isle  of  Wight,  where  Arbuckle, 
the  father  of  James  llazley  of  this  notice,  was 
born.  He  married  when  i.|uite  young,  and  in 
1826  went  to  Newburg,  where  he  w.is  Water 
Commissioner  for  fifty  years,  and  where  he 
ilied  in  1885.  He  was  a  man  of  good  busi- 
ness qualifications,  a  gentleman  in  social  life, 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and  con- 
nected with  the  Methodist  ICpiscopal  church. 
PTlen  Coy,  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  ami  survived 
her  husband  but  a  few  years.  'Phey  had  seven 
children,  namely:  Margaret,  wife  of  Plenfy 
Schidgel;  James;  Grace,  who  married  Thomas 
Grover;  Mary,  deceased,  who  became  the 
wife  of  William  Nixon,  a  Chief  of  the  Fire 
Department  in  Newburg  for  many  years; 
p:iiz:d)eth,  wife  of  David  'PwiUinger ;  Jane, 
now    Mrs.    Sherm;ui ;  and    M;irtha,    dece:isetl. 

James  Hazley  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  in  the  high  school  at  Newburg. 
He  came  to  l^inghamton,  and  engaged  in 
the  butchering   luisiness,    h;iving  a   market  on 
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Court  Street,  and  continuing  thus  employed 
until  the  call  to  arms  in  defence  of  our  coun- 
try was  made,  when,  filled  with  iiatriotic 
enthusiasm,  he  made  answer  by  enlisting  in 
Company  13,  lughty-ninth  New  York  Regi- 
ment, Volunteer  Infantry.  He  entered  the 
service  as  Captain  in  December,  iS6i.  Tlicy 
went  to  Wasliington,  nml  remained  until  tiie 
following  January,  when  they  were  assigned 
to  General  liurnside's  division,  and  went  to 
Roanoke  Island  antl  Newbern,  N.C.  Mr. 
Ilazley  saw  a  gootl  deal  of  hard  service,  and 
l)articipated  in  seventeen  battles,  among  them 
being  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Suffolk, 
Cold  Harbor,  Hanover  Coiut  -  house,  and 
others.  Although  many  tiiues  in  the  thick  of 
the  fight,  he  escaped  without  serious  injury, 
but  once  had  one  of  his  ears  shot  through  by 
a  passing  ball.  y\t  Fredericksburg  he  was 
among  the  two  hundred  men  constituting  the 
forlorn  liope  at  the  centre  bridge.  He  was  in 
tlie  service  three  years  and  si.\  months,  then, 
returning  to  ISinghamton,  engaged  again  in 
the  meat  business  till  1867,  when  he  becam<i 
the  proprietor  of  the  Hazley  House  at  Port 
Dickinson,  and  so  remained  for  five  years  or 
more.  Then  for  over  eighteen  years  he  was 
the  proprietor  of  tiie  Jiazley  House  in  Bing- 
hamton,  retiring  from  Ijusiness  in  AiuMl, 
1892,  being  one  of  the  oldest  hotel  men  in 
the  city.  lie  still  owns  tlie  hotel  [iroperty, 
and  also  some  resilience  property  on  Front 
Street.  He  is  a  member  of  Watrous  Tost, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Reiiublic.  I\Ir.  Ilazley's 
wife  was  formerly  Maria  Treadwell,  ol  llar- 
persfield,    Delaware    County,     their    marriage 


occurring  March  29,  1866.  Mrs.  Hazley's 
father,  Humphry  Treadwell,  was  a  minister  of 
the  Methodist  I'Lpiscopal  cliurch,  and  among 
the   older  residents   of    Harpersfield. 


fAMluS  F.  ALLEN,  an  intelligent  ami 
well-known  fariuer  of  the  town  of  Tri- 
angle, is  a  man  of  some  experience 
in  the  business  affairs  of  life,  having  been 
variously  engaged  before  giving  his  attention 
fully  to  his  preseiit  occupation.  He  has  oc- 
cupied his  present  place  for  the  i)ast  fifteen 
years.  He  was  born  in  what  is  known  as  the 
I'uller  settlement  in  the  town  of  Lisle  (now 
Barker),  Se|itember  20,  1823,  son  of  Squire 
Allen,  who  was  born  in  the  same  place  and  in 
the  same  house,  December  28,  1802.  His 
grandfather,  John  Allen,  a  brother  of  Ethan 
Allen,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  when  a  boy  of 
si.xteen  years,  ran  away  from  home  and  joined 
the  Continental  army,  and  was  'with  his 
brother  at  Ticonderoga.  He  came  to  New 
York  State  with  his  wife  and  si.x  of  his  nine 
children  about  1796.  They  had  somcnieans, 
and  made  the  journey  with  horse  tcams^  Mr. 
Allen  purchased  large  tracts  of  land,  most  of 
which  were  heavily  timbered,  and  from  which 
he  subsequently  sold  farms  and  smaller  tracts 
to  his  pecuniary  ailvantage.  His  wife,  who 
was  by  maiden  name  Rachel  Hendricks,  fully 
sliaretl  with  him  the  hardships  and  responsi- 
bilities of  frontier  life.  He  died  in  1826, 
when  si.xty-five  years  old,  find  she  in  1838, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-eight.  They  had  three 
sons  born   to   them    in   their  new   home,  Tfu- 
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man,  Eli,  and  Squire,  of  whom  tlic  former 
was  the  first  wliite  child  born  in  the  old  town 
of  Lisle.  Squire  Allen  married  Betsey 
Underwood,  who  was  born  in  Greene,  Che- 
nango County,  May  i6,  1801,  the  marriage 
occurring  about  1S21.  Tiicy  hatl  a  family  of 
eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  living, 
arc  farmers  by  occupation,  are  the  heads  of 
families,  and  reside  in  Broome  County.  The 
father  of  these  chihlren  died  on  the  farm  in 
the  town  of  Barker  wlien  seventy-three  years 
old,  the  mother  dying  near  the  same  place  in 
187S.  They  were  hard-working,  honest  peo- 
ple, benevolent  and  kiiul,  dispensing  their 
sympathy  and  hospitality  to  all  in  need 
according  to   their   means. 

James  F.  was  brought  up  on  the  farm,  and 
early  accustomed  to  agricultural  work.  He 
obtained  a  fair  education,  first  in  the  district 
schools  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home,  and  later 
in  the  school  at  Itaska.  October  31,  1S42, 
when  but  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  led  to  the 
marriage  altar  Miss  Lydia  Cady,  daughter  of 
VVillard  and  Elizabeth  (Yarnes)  Cady,  of  But- 
ternuts, Otsego  County,  N.V.  Mr.  Allen 
commenced  tending  saw-mill  when  sixteen 
years  old,  and,  after  becoming  familiar  with 
that  business,  fcdlowed  it,  4ogether  with  the 
management  of  a  grist-mill,  for  twenty-five 
years.  He  moved  to  Millville  in  1854,  and 
some  fourteen  years  later  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber ami  bark  trade,  and  speculated  to  some 
extent  in  land.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  lost  two 
sons  anil  two  daughters  in  infancy,  and  have 
nine  living  children,  as  follows:  Carlisle, 
married,    and    living    at    home    on    the    farm; 


Betsey,  wife  of  Edgar  Doolittle,  having  one 
son;  Fred  IC,  a  merchant  at  Whitney's  I'oint; 
I'" rank,  dealer  in  live  stock;  Kate,  wife  of 
D.  \V.  I'age,  of  Syracuse;  James,  dealer  in 
live  stock;  Arthur,  a  school-teacher;  Her- 
bert, employed  in  a  store;  and  Nellie,  wife  of 
yVrthur  Rooks.  Mr.  Allen  is  politically  a 
Republican,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  arc 
Baptists  in  religious  belief.  He  has  been  a 
man  of  great  physical  power  and  endurance, 
but  now  does  not  perform  the  severe  [ihysieal 
labor  t)f  former  years.  He  has  a  splendid 
farm,  keeps  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  cows, 
and  manufactures  butter  for  the  market.  In 
the  congenial  society  of  his  faithful  wife  Mr. 
Allen  is  passing  his  declining  years  in  com- 
fort, amiil  pleasant  surroundings,  with  the 
high  regard  of  his  neighbors  and  the  warm 
esteem   of   his   many   frientls. 


EV.  ADia.BERT  J.  SCHLAGER,  of 
Binghamton,  presents  to  us  the  type 
of  an  educated  and  cultured  Chris- 
tian gentleman,  possessed  of  good  business 
qualities  and  sound,  practical  sense  in  the  af- 
fairs of  every-day  life.  He  is,  on  the  pater- 
nal side,  of  German  ancestry,  his  father  having 
been  born  in  Bailen,  Germany,  and  his  grand- 
parents being  natives  of  that  country,  where 
they  resided  most  of  their  lives.  They  came 
to  tlie  United  States  late  in  life,  and  settled 
in  Pennsylvania,  where  they  spent  their  last 
years. 

Their  son   Jacob,  father  of   Mr.  Sch lager  of 
this   notice,    was   reared    and   educated    in    his 
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native  land,  Ijcing  sixteen  years  of  age  at  the 
time  his  jiarents  resolved  to  seek  a  home  on 
Columbia's  soil.  On  arriving  in  tliis  coun- 
try, he  found  emplo}'ment  on  the  Lehigh 
Canal,  and  later  in  the  coiiper  mines  of  New 
Jersey.  lie  was  industrious,  and  saved  most 
of  his  earnings,  accumulating  in  timca  sum 
sufficient  to  enable  him  to  engage  in  business 
for  himself.  lie  chose  tanning  as  his  occu- 
pation, and  prosecuted  that  business  for  some 
time  in  Andes,  Delaware  County,  N.Y.,  and 
later  in  Hunter.  In  1852,  fiiuling  tliat  bark 
was  getting  scarce,  owing  to  that  section  of 
country  becoming  more  thickly  settletl,  Mr. 
Sehlager  removed  to  the  wilds  of  Susquehanna 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  there  purchased  a 
tannery.  He  was  very  successful,  his  busi- 
ness growing  rapidly,  until  he  o[)erated  three 
tanneries  at  one  time,  besides  being  engaged 
in  various  other  enterprises.  He  was  Presi- 
dent of  the  City  National  Bank  of  Susque- 
hanna for  some  years  previous  to  his  death, 
and  was  looked  upon  in  business  circles  as  a 
sound,  substantial  citizen,  of  sterling  integ- 
rity. For  forty  years  he  was  associated  in 
business  with  Mr.  H.  W.  Brandt;  and,  wlien 
at  last  he  concluded  to  retire,  they  satisfac- 
torily settletl  their  Irwge  anil  complicated  in- 
terests without  assistance  of  arbitrators.  In 
18S5  Mr.  Sehlager  removed  to  Binghamton, 
and  bought  a  home  in  which  he  resided  until 
his  death,  which  event  occurred  in  December, 
18.S6.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Harriet  L.  Cornish.  She  was  born  in  Jewett, 
Greene  County,  N.Y.,  her  parents  being 
natives   of   Connecticut  and  of   Eu'rlish  ances- 


try. She  died  in  1872.  She  was  a  good  and 
faithful  wife,  and  was  the  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren; namely,  Freelove  C,  Adelbert  J., 
Ruth,    and   Charles. 

Of  these  children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  the  only  survivor.  He  was  born  in  Jewett, 
Greene  County,  N.Y.,  and  at  an  early  age 
showed  his  interest  in  spiritual  things,  Ijeing 
converted  at  the  age  of  twelve,  at  which  time 
he  joined  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  identi- 
fied himself  with  the  fellowshiij  of  believers. 
He  received  his  education  in  Hamilton  Col- 
lege, from  whicli  noble  institution  of  learning 
he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1869. 
His  religious  studies  he  pursued  in  the  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  graduating  after  three 
years  in  the  class  of  1872.  He  was  ordained 
at  Pleasant  Mount,  and  preached  there  accejit- 
ably  for  three  years.  He  then  went  to  Scran- 
ton,  Pa.,  where  lie  remained  for  a  year,  and 
at  the  end  of  that  time  went  to  Dubuque,  la., 
to  occupy  the  Chair  of  Greek  and  Hebrew  in 
the  German  Theological  Seminary  at  that 
place.  Here  he  remained  for  ten  years,  find- 
ing his  work  pleasant  and  congenial,  until  in 
1S88  became  to  Binghamton  to  take. charge 
of  the  business  interests  left  him  l)y  his 
fatiier.  He  has  remained  so  engaged  up  to 
the  present  time.  His  marriage,  which  oc- 
curred in  1S72,  united  him  with  Nora  M. 
Taylor,  of  Lanesboro.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  three  children  —  Freelove  C, 
Nellie  C,  and  Mary.  Since  coming  to  Bing-- 
hamton  Mr.  Sehlager  has  made  many  friends 
in  that  city,  taking  a  high  rank  among  its 
representative    citizens,    not    because    of   "liis 
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iimijlc  means  and  material  possessions,  but  for 
liis  scholarly  mind,  refined  character,  and 
courteous  Ijearing.  His  wife  shares  in  his 
po|uilarily ;  and  amon;^  the  many  hap[)y  luimes 
ol  his  lieaulihil  adii[iled  city,  where  the  Chi  is- 
tian  graces  are  exeniidihed  in  family  life,  that 
of  the  subject  of  this  brief  memoir  may  be 
considered  fairly  rei)resentative. 


(s^AMI':S  M.  FLl':TCriER,  a  prominent 
farmer  and  dairyman  of  the  town  of 
Sanford,  Hroome  County,  is  a  man  of 
'  more  than  ortlinary  enterprise  and  intelli- 
gence, and  pursues  the  occuj)ation  of  farming 
on  a  scientific  basis.  He  fully  understands 
the  capacity  and  possibilities  of  the  soil  and 
the  most  improvetl  methods  of  agriculture. 
He  is  largely  engaged  in  the  milk-shipping 
business  from  McClure  Station,  and  was  one 
of  the  prime  movers  in  the  Farmers'  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Broome  County, 
of  which  organization  he  is  the  present  Secre- 
tary, having  efficiently  filled  that  position  for 
the  last  four  years.  His  grandfather,  Benja- 
min h'letcher,  was  a  native  antl  lifelong  resi- 
lient of  Connecticut,  and  by  occu[)atioi\  a 
f.irmer.  Mr.  h'ietrher's  fathe'r,  also  named 
Benjamin,  at  tiie  age  of  twelve  removed  with 
his  mother,  then  a  wiilow,  to  Half  Way 
Brook,  Sullivan  County,  where  he  grew  up, 
engaged  in  farming,  and  married  Saloma  Skin- 
ner, who  died,  leax'ing  three  children — Dan- 
iel, ]?enjamin  C,  and  Helen  M.  Turchas- 
ing  a  farm  in  Sullivan  County,  Mr.  I'^leteher 
made    a    considerable    jiayment    upon    it,     but 


upon  the  death  of  his  wife  lost  courage,  and 
met  with  financial  disaster,  losing  his  farm 
and  all  his  property,  save  a  yoke  of  oxen,  a 
cow,  and  some  sheep.  He  then  removeil  to 
Wayne  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  set- 
tled on  a  [liece  of  lanil  in  I'reston  Township, 
and  where  he  married  the  lady  who  became 
the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
I'his  union  was  blessed  with  five  children: 
Clarissa  M.  ;  .Sylvina  Jane,  wife  of  Moses 
Travis,  living  at  I'ort  Jervis,  N.Y.;  James 
M. ;  I'diza,  who  died  when  eighteen  months 
old;  and  lulwin,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five   years. 

James  i\I.  Fletcher  was  born  on  his  father's 
farm,  June  6,  1S36,  in  Preston  Tt)wnshii), 
Wayne  County,  Pa.  He  spent  his  boyhood 
days  on  the  farm,  and  attended  the  district 
schools  as  he  had  the  opportunity.  He  was 
married  May  8,  1862,  to  Laura  Wheeler,  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  \\'heeler,  who  was  of 
English  extraction.  The  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Fletcher  settled  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne 
County,  Pa.,  in  18 14.  He  took  part  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution,  and  fought  imder 
General  Putnam.  He  was  subsecjuently  en- 
gaged to  some  extent  in  farming,  and  had  at 
one  time  a  nourishing  hotel  at  Winchester, 
Conn.  He  bought  considerable  land  near 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.,  in  1814.  Mrs.  ITetcher's 
mother  was  formerly  Louisa  Simonds,  anti 
was  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant  Township.  She 
became  the  mother  of  four  children:  Lucy  A., 
wife  of  William  Spence,  of  Kirksville,  Mo.; 
./Vmbrose,  who  died  in  infancy;  Laura  M., 
Mrs.   I'letcher;   and    Ilattie    A.,    who   lives   at 
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Kirksvillc,  Mo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I'lctclicr  are 
tho  parents  of  seven  children:  Russell  Benja- 
min, who  married  Emma  Lowe,  antl  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Sanford ;  Mverett  C,  also 
engaged  in  farming;  Orville  T.,  who  is  a 
graduate  of  Hamilton  College,  and  is  now  a 
student  in  Union  Theological  Seminary;  Jen- 
nie, wife  of  Dexter  King,  living  at  North 
Sanford;  Anna  D.,  residing  at  home;  J.  Lee 
G.,  attending  the  high  school  at  Deposit;  and 
Earl  S.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 
Mr.  Fletcher  purchased  his  father's  farm  in 
Pennsylvania,  his  father  living  with  him 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years.  Mr.  Fletcher's  mother  died  in  Penn- 
sylvania, at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years. 

Mr.  Fletcher  sold  out  his  farm  in  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1S73,  and  came  to  the  town  of  San- 
ford. He  then  rented  a  farm  in  the  town  of 
Tomi)kins,  Delaware  County,  which  he  man- 
aged for  one  year,  and  then  bought  tlie  farm 
where  he  now  lives,  which  consists  of  one 
huiKh'cd  ami  seventy-nine  acres.  lie  has 
improved  the  place,  and  engaged  quite  exten- 
sively and  successfully  in  dairying.  He  was 
one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Farmers' 
Relief  Association,  and  is  its  present  Secre- 
tary, which  position  he  has  held  for  the  last 
four  years,  having  been  re-elected  three  times. 
He  has  been  Assessor  of  the  town  three  years, 
and  Commissioner  of  Highways  two  terms. 
He  is  interested  in  the  Co-operative  Dela- 
ware Valley  Milk  Company,  and  has  been  its 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  since 'its  organiza- 
tion.    Before  coming    to  this   State,   he  was 


engagetl  to  some  extent  in  the  lumbering 
business  in  Pennsylvania.  I'olitically,  he  is 
a  member  of  tlie  1-iepublican  party,  and  ad- 
heres to  the  general  polity  of  that  organiza- 
tion. Religiously,  he  and  his  family  are 
connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  at  McClure.  Mr.  PTetcher  believes  in 
education  for  the  masses,  and  is  well  informed 
on  the  leading  social  and  political  questions 
of  the  day.  He  makes  of  farming  a  pleasant 
and  ])rofitable  occupation,  and  has  the  respect 
of  the  community  in  which  he  dwells. 


^ARH'S  II.  ARNOTT,  Manager  of  the 
Western  Union  Telegrapli  Office  at 
l?inghamton,  N.Y.,  was  born  at  Utica, 
N.Y.,  March  30,  1847,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Hannah  (Stowe)  Arnott.  The  parents  of  Mr. 
Arnott  were  born  at  Chatham,  England,  and 
were  there  married.  They  emigrated  to 
America,  and  settled  in  LUica,  N.Y.,  where 
the  father  kept  a  stationery  and  book  store  on 
Genesee  Street.  He  was  an  active  business 
man  of  that  place  at  one  time,  but  some  years 
previous  to  his  death  removed  to  Allrany, 
N.Y.,  where  he  held  a  position  in  the  State 
Banking  Department.  He  died  there;  and 
his  wife  survived  him  but  a  year,  dying  in' 
Utica.  They  were  members  of, Calvary  Ejiis- 
copal  Church  of  Utica,  the  father  having  been 
a  Trustee  for  many  years.  The  family  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Arnott  consisted  of  five  children,  of 
whom  the  subject  of  this  mention  was  the 
only  son.  The  four  daughters  are:  Mary, 
widow  of  J.  J.  Crump,  who  died'  in  the  ser- 
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vice  during    the   late    Civil    War;   I^^lizabeth, 

Mrs.  James  G.  I<'rench,  of  lltica;  Sarah, 
widow  of  S.  \i.  iMayo,  of  Utica;  and  lunma, 
wife  of  W.  D.  Miles,  of  ISinghaiiiton,  N.Y. 

James  II.  Arnott  was  educatetl  in  the  city 
schools  of  Utica,  and  then  learned  telegraphy 
in  the  Utica  office  of  the  New  York,  Albany 
&  ISnffalo  Telegraph  Company,  commencing 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  After  one  year 
as  a  student,  he  was  sent  as  operator  to  Nor- 
wich, Chenango  County,  N.Y.,  being  em- 
))loyed  by  the  same  company  for  five  months, 
transferred  from  there  to  Sharon  Springs, 
N.Y.,  for  the  summer  season,  and  then  sent 
to  ]?inghamton,  opening  the  first  commercial 
ofifice  in  that  city,  and  taking  one  (if  the  win- 
dows of  Preston  &  Sears's  bookstore  on  Court 
.Street  for  his  office.  This  was  in  1 863  ;  and 
at  that  time  there  was  but  one  wire,  which 
extended  from  Syracuse  to  Ithaca,  N.Y.,  via 
Hinghamton.  The  only  other  telcgrajjliic 
communication  for  the  citizens  of  Hinghamton 
were  two  wires  on  the  line  of  the  ha'ie  Rail- 
way, both  of  which  were  so  crowded  with  rail- 
road business  that  it  was  nearly  impossible  to 
secure  the  use  of  them  for  any  other  purpose. 
When  the  New  York,  Albany  &  Buffalo  Tele- 
graph Conipau)'  w.is  consolidatl'd  and  became 
,1  pa  it  oi  the  Western  Union  system,  two 
atlilitional  wires  were  piit  up  from  New  York 
to  Buffalo  on  the  line  of  the  l^rie  Railway; 
and  since  that  day  there  has  been  a  continuous 
growth  in  telegraph  business  in  the  city  of 
Binghamton,  until  at  the  present  time  upward 
of  thirty  commercial  wires  enter  the  office, 
connecting    it   with   all    ])oints   in   the   United 


States.  The  office  of  the  comjiany  is  now  sit- 
uated on  the  ground  floor  of  the  Ackerman 
Building,  on  the  coiaier  of  State  and  lleniy 
Streets,  extending  through  to  Commercial 
Avenue.  About  twenty  [ieo[)le  are  employed 
tliere,  all  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Arnott. 

Mr.  Arnott  was  also  deeply  interested  in 
the  introduction  oi  the  telephone  service  into 
the  city  of  Binghamton,  ami  acted  as  manager 
of  the  ICxcliange  between  seven  and  eight 
years,  the  business  at  llu'  end  of  that  time 
growing  so  large  that  he  had  to  give  it  up  on 
account  of  his  connection  with  llie  Western 
Union,  which  retpiired  all  his  time.  He  is 
also  Superintendent  of  the  l'~ire  Alarm  Tele- 
graph Company,  anil  has  been  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Fire  Department  of  Bingham- 
ton. lie  has  been  especially  connected  witli 
I'^ountain  Hose  No.  4  since  1<S64,  and  has 
licld  every  office  in  the  gift  (A  the  company 
except  that  of  rresi<lent,  which  has  been  hon- 
orably and  continuously  filled  by  that  veteran 
fireman,  James  11.  B.irtlett.  Mr.  Arnott  is 
at  present  Treasurer  of  the  company.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Mxemiit  b'iremen's  Asso- 
ciation, but  is  still  counted  on  the  roll  of 
active  firemen.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat, 
and  has  received  ninnerous  offers  Irom  his 
|)arty  to  accejit  the  nomination  for  Assessor, 
Supervisor,  and  iMderman,  but  has  invarialily 
refused,  having  no  aspirations  ior  official 
position. 

Mr.  Arnott  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Miss  I.enora  I'hillips,  who  died, 
leaving  one  daughter,  Katherine.  His  sec- 
ond  wife  was   Mrs.  Bertha  C.  Tyler,  to  whom 
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he  was  married  in  October  of  1887.  Mrs. 
Arnott  is  a  member  of  the  Universalist 
chui-ch.  Mr.  Arnott  is  considered  a  valuable 
and  enei';;etic  citizen  in  his  commnnily,  and 
enjoys  the  conlidence,  not  only  of  the  conijjany 
that  he  has  served  so  faithfully,  but  of  the 
people   of   Binghamton    in   general. 


'W/  ^^'^'^''^^^  *^"-  CRESSON  was  born 
rV\l  October  26,  1840,  in  the  town  of 
Windsor,  son  of  George  and  Sarah  (Gardner) 
Cresson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  that 
town.  Mr.  Cresson,  who  was  distinguished 
in  the  late  war  by  his  bravery  and  gallant 
deeds,  conies  of  an  old  family  in  Wintlsor, 
his  grandfather,  .Silas  Cresson,  having  been 
a  well-known  farmer  and  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  that  place,  speniling  his  life  there, 
and  dying  at  the  age  of  ninety-two  years. 
The  grandmother's  name  before  marriage  was 
Hannah  Ilendrickson.  They  reared  a  family 
of  twelve  children,  of  whom  si.\  are  living. 
Mrs.  Silas  Cresson  was  a  devoted  believer  in 
the  Methodist  faith,  and  after  a  useful  Chris- 
tian life  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years. 
Her  husband  was  a  pronounced  Democrat  of 
the  old  school.  Their  5on,  George,  father  of 
William  G.,  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  town  of  Windsor,  and,  when  he  grew 
to  manhood,  followet!  farming  for  his  occupa- 
tion. He  was  killed  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven 
years  by  a  runaway  team,  leaving  his  widow 
with  eight  children  to  care  for.  All  of  these 
attained  maturity,  and  five  are  now  living. 
They  were   named:  William   G.;   Robert   D., 


resident  in  Wisconsin;  Herbert,  living  at  the 
old  home  farm;  Jane,  wife  of  William 
Wheeler;  I'^rank,  Mrs.  Unas  Dickson,  of 
Ilcdyoke,  Mass.  The  three  who  ilied  were: 
Milton,  at  the  age  of  foi'ty-eiglU  years;  I'hil- 
ler,  at  thirty;  and  Davenjjort,  at  twenty-one 
years.  The  father  and  mother  were  Metho- 
dists in  their  religious  proclivities,  but  were 
not  members  of  the  church.  George  Cresson, 
like  his  father,  was  a  Democrat,  and  steadily 
adhered  to  the  principles  of  that  jiarty  during 
his  life.  The  mother  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three  years. 

William  G.  Cresson  received  all  the  advan- 
tages attainable  in  the  district  schools  of  his 
town,  ami  after  leaving  school  learned  the 
stone-mason's  trade.  He  was  but  a  little 
over  twenty  years  of  age  when  the  call  of  his 
country  for  troops  summoned  him  to  fight  in 
defence  of  the  old  flag.  He  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany F,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-seventh 
New  York  Volunteers,  and  under  Captain  ' 
.Shijjman  of  Binghamton,,  N.Y.,  marched  to 
the  front.  I""ew  volunteers  in  the  service  saw 
more  active  fighting  or  met  with  more  narrow 
escapes  from  death.  In  the  twenty-one  en- 
gagements in  which  he  participated  he  was 
wounded  but  once,  although  the  bullets  came 
]5erilously  close,  tearing  his  clothes  and  per- 
forating his  cap   in  many  [daces.      Among  the 

battles   in   which    he  took    part  the   followin": 
v..  '  '^ 

were  the  most  prominent:  ChancellorsviUe, 
Gettysburg,  Wahatchie,  Lookout  Mountain, 
Missionary  Ridge,  Rocky  Facw,  Resaca,  New 
Hope  Church,  Dalton,  Pine  Knob,  Kenesaw 
Mountain,    Chattahoochee,    Atlanta,    Benton- 
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villo,  Avcrasljoro,  and  I'cach  True  Creek.  In 
tlie  battles  of  Lonkout  Mountain,  Missionary 
iviclge,  I'ea  Vine  Creek,  anil  Taylor's  Ridge 
OLU"  subjeet  acted  as  Captain.  He  entered  the 
service  as  a  private,  but  was  honorably  dis- 
charged with  the  rank  of  .Seiyeant,  June  9, 
1S65,  at  Bladensburg,  Md.  When  he  re- 
turned to  Windsor,  he  purchaseil  a  farm  of 
ninety-three  acres,  which  he  now  conducts, 
besides  carrying  on  his  old  trade  of  stone- 
mason. He  has  filled  man)'  contracts  for  the 
railways  throughout  the  .State.  Naturally, 
Mr.  Cresson  is  deeply  interested  in  Grand 
Army  matters,  and  is  a  member  of  Judd  Post. 
At  their  camji-fires  he  is  a  favorite  narrator  of 
many  of  the  stirring  incidents  included  within 
his  own  personal  ex[jerience  during  the  late 
war.  In  Masonic  circles  he  is  a  I'ree  and 
y\ccepted  Mason  of  Windsor  Lodge,  No.  442. 
Mr.  Cresson  seems  to  be  as  invincible  to  the 
shafts  of  Cupid  as  he  was  to  the  bullets  of  the 
enemy;  for  he  has  never  married,  but  lives 
heart-whole  and  fancy-free  in  his  beautiful 
home  in  Windsor.  Me  is  well  known  and 
deservedly   jjopular    in    his   town. 


■{■■.NRV  .S,  M.\k-ri>r,  .secretary  and 
'i'reasuver  of  the  Hinghanilon  Indus- 
trial I'lxposition,  is  now  serving  his 
third  year  in  that  capacity,  and  is  connected 
with  <jther  incorporateil  comjianies  as  a  Di- 
rector, lie  is  also  interesteil  in  the  real 
estate  business  with  Nelson  Stow.  Mr.  Mar- 
tin was  born  at  ChaseviUe,  Otsego  County, 
N.Y.,  September  8,   1S68,  a  son   of   the    Rev. 


Albert  and  Hetsey  Martin.  The  Rev.  Albert 
Martin  was  a  native  of  this  comity,  l.i(jrn  at 
Colesville.  Daniel  Maitin,  the  grandfather 
of  Mr.  Maitin  of  this  notice,  was  one  of  the 
old  i)ioneers  ol  liroome  Cdimty,  having  come 
from  Danbury,  Conn.,  to  Colesville.  Here 
he  reared  a  family;  aiul  amcjng  the  chiklren 
was  Albert,  who  subseciuently  became  a  min- 
ister in  the  Baptist  denomination,  his  field 
of  labor  having  been  in  Otsego  and  Broome 
Counties,  and  later  in  Steuben  County,  where 
he  now  resides. 

His  son,  Henry  S.,  received  his  education 
at  Teiin  Yan,  Yates  County,  N.Y.,  Cook 
Academy,  Havana,  N.Y.,  and  at  Colgate 
University,  then  went  to  Boston,  Mass.,  and 
engaged  with  a  wholesale  tea  and  coffee 
house.  There,  beginning  in  the  attic  where 
the  coffees  were  roasted,  he  learned  that  busi- 
ness in  all  its  iletail,  being  salesman  and  pri- 
vate secretary  at  the  time  he  left.  He  came 
to  Binghamton  in  June,  1889,  to  engage  with 
Mr.  Stow  in  the  ])resent  business.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  organization  of  the  In- 
dustrial IC.xposition,  called  the  first  meeting, 
and  was  largely  instrumental  in  jjlacing  the 
organization  on  a  working  basis.  The  capital 
slock  is  twent)'  thousand  dollars.  The  Hon. 
J.  K.  Welden  is  I'lesident;  Julius  1"..  Rogers, 
Vice-President;  and  Mr.  Martin,  the  Treas- 
urer and   Secretary. 

The  comjiany  leased  for  a  term  of  ten  years 
sixty  acres  fronting  on  .Slate  .Street,  graded 
and  completed  a  first-class  ti'ack,  built  a  eom- 
modioLis  hall  for  the  exhibition  of  agricultural 
products  and  manufactured  goods.      They  hold 
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meetings'  annually,  and  offer  prizes  aggregat- 
ing fully  ten  thousand  dollars.  These  exhi- 
bitions are  largely  attended,  the  average  dail}' 
number  being  about  fifteen  thousand  jjersons. 
The  Stow  Driving  Park  Association  was  in- 
cor|)orated  in  1892,  with  a  capital  of  six 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing 
a  suitable  |>laee  where  the  best  horses  of  the 
country  might  meet  in  friendly  competition, 
and  be  assureil  of  fair  treatment.  Mr.  Martin 
was  marrietl  to  Miss  Alida  I'homas,  of  Bing- 
hamton,  November  3,  1892.  lie  has  demon- 
strated that  he  has  the  qualities  of  a  good 
organizer,  and  the  ability  to  carry  great 
undertakings  to  a  successful  issue.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Martin  is  a  Republican  of  no  uncer- 
tain principles,  but  has  always  declined  office, 
being  contented  to  devote  his  energies  to  the 
prosecution  of  his  own  bu.Tiness  affairs. 


'RANK  IM'IMAN  is  a  well-known  pipe- 
organ  manufacturer  of  IHnghamton, 
N.y.,  and  a  skilled  and  po]Jular  leader  of 
bands  and  orchestras.  He  -was  born  in  that 
city,  December  23,  1S53,  son  of  O.  I),  ami 
Elizabeth  (Marsh)  Beman.  His  grandfather, 
Daniel  Heman,  took  up  land  at  Colesville, 
Hroome  Count)',  N.Y.,  and  there  made  a 
homestead.  The  father  was  born  and  grew  up 
on  this  farm,  and  at  first  followed  agricult- 
ural pursuits,  but  afterward  took  up  the  trade 
of  watch-maker  and  jeweller,  which  he  carried 
on  at  Montrose,  I'a.,  from  1S60  to  1870.  He 
then  removed  to  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  where 
he  carried  on   the  same  business.      He  was  a 


member  of  the  l'!pisc(^pal  church,  and  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  I'ellows.  Mr. 
Beman  was  accidentally  drowned  in  1S75. 
His  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Oison  Marsh, 
a  resident  of  Broome  County,  and  a  retired 
farmer,  making  Harpursville,  N.Y.,  his 
home.  He  held  different  local  county  offices. 
Mrs.  Beman  is  still  living. 

Frank  Beman  received  a  good  education  at 
Montrose,  finishing  his  studies  at  the  Bing- 
hamton High  School,  anil,  having  a  marked 
talent  for  music,  commenced  its  study  under 
Professor  luhvard  F".  Heinburger,  of  Stuttgart 
University,  who  went  to  live  in  the  family  of 
Mr.  Beman  for  two  years,  giving  Frank  fre- 
quent lessons,  and  exacting  ten  hours'  prac- 
tice on  the  piano  daily.  P'or  the  first  year 
the  tuition  api)lied  entirely  to  technical  exer- 
cises and  theoretical  work.  Later  he  studied 
with  Dr.  William  Mason,  the  great  pianist  of 
New  York  City,  and  then  took  lessons  on  the 
organ  from  Professor  Matthews,  of  Chicago, 
111.  Brass  and  orchestral  work  he  learned 
'from  his  father,  who  was  a  fine  amateur  musi- 
cian. Mr.  Beman  is  a  versatile  and  accom- 
jjlishetl  performer,  playing  as  well  in  brass, 
especially  on  the  trombone,  as  on  the  viola, 
double-bass,  or  other  stringed  instruments. 
Untler  liis  leadershij)  the  Dickinson  and 
Beman  l^and  and  Orchestra  attained  grerft 
celebrity,  and  have  received  commendation 
and  ]iraise  in  some  of  the  largest  cities  of  the 
State.  With  D.  .S.  Dickinson,  another  fine 
musician  of  Binghamton,  our  subject  started 
the  first  organized  orchestra  that  city  ev6r. 
had,      This    was   in    1873-74,    when    the    late 
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Colonel  Dwigjit  had  built  his  magnificent 
hotel,  Dwighl  llouse,  where,  in  the  ad- 
joining handsome  park,  the  new  orchestra 
gave  open-air  concerts.  The  Dwight  House 
is  now  a  block  of  private  residences,  and  the 
park  is  filled  with  dwellings;  but  the  citizens 
of  Hinghaniton  will  never  forget  the  delight- 
ful hours  they  s[)ent  when  enjoying  the  gener- 
ous hospitality  of  the  lamented  Colonel,  and 
listening  to  the  beautiful  music  of  the  Dick- 
inson-Bcman  Orchestra. 

IV'Lr.  J?eman  first  commencetl  work  as  a  pri- 
vate teaclier  of  [jiano  and  other  instruments, 
and  soon  received  the  apijointment  of  organist 
at  Christ  l^piscoj^al  Church.  The  latter  posi- 
tion he  has  held  continuously,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  years,  for  over  twenty  years. 
One  of  these  years  of  absence  was  in  1S77, 
when  he  filled  an  engagement  with  the  famous 
American  Band  of  Providence,  R.I.;  and  the 
other  was  when  he  had  charge  of  the  organ 
of  the  I'^irst  liaiitist  Church  of  Binghamton. 
He  combined  with  this  work  the  tuning  and 
repairing  of  piani>s,  ami  is  also  a  practical 
watch-maker.  In  1880  Mr.  Beman  started 
organ-buikling  as  his  regular  business,  and 
has  since  turned  out  twenty-one  fine  church 
organs,  including  the  magnilicent  one  for  the 
newly  built  First  Baptist  Church  at  Bingham- 
ton, which  has  si.xteen  hundred  pipes,  three 
manuals  and  [jedals,  pneumatic  action  through- 
t)iit,  and  com|)ares  favorably  with  the  organs 
built  in  the  large  cities.  Amcjug  the  list  of 
his  manufactures  arc  the  organ  for  the  Penn- 
sylvania Avenue  Baptist  Church,  Simpson 
Methodist   Episcopal    Church,  and  the  Metho- 


dist Iqiiscopal  church,  all  of  Scranton,  Pa. 
The  latter  church  IkuI  two,  as  the  first  was 
burned  soon  after  completion.  He  has  also 
built  one  for  Ithaca,  N.Y.,  and  in  Binghamton 
the  organ  for  the  North  I'resljyteriau  Church 
and  the  one  in  the  Masonic  Hall.  He  em- 
pU)ys  si.v  or  seven  thoroughly  skilled  work- 
men, all  of  them  taught  by  himself  with  tlie 
exception  of  one,  wlio  had  an  experience  of 
twenty  years   before   going   to    Binghamton. 

Mr.  Beman  was  married  December  i,  iSSo, 
to  Miss  Fanny  Abbott,  daughter  of  L.  S. 
Abbott,  a  i)rominent  resident  of  Binghamton. 
One  child  has  been  born  to  this  marriage, 
Myron  C.  Mr.  15eman  is  careful,  industri- 
ous, and  skilful  in  his  imdertakings ;  and  his 
work  has  received  merited  recognition  and 
support,  both  in  his  own  city  and  elsewhere, 
which  speaks  much  for  its  excellence.  He  is 
thoroughly  respected  and  esteeuied  in  Bing- 
hamton, as  is  also  his  amiable  wife,  wiiose 
efficient  and  zealous  work  in  her  church 
makes  her  of  inestimable  value  in  all  its 
charitable   entertainments. 


R.  A.  S.  COOK,  V.S.,  was  born  near 
Toronto,  Canada,  I\Iarch  29,  1848, 
sou  of  Jonathan  and  i\Iary  (Bigham) 
Cook.  He  was  born  on  the  farm  which  was 
his  mother's  birthplace.  His  maternal  grand- 
father, Ainlrew  Bigham,  was  a  Canadian  set- 
tler, emigrating  to  Canada  from  the  north  of 
Ireland.  He  was  a  linen  weaver  by  trade, 
and  succeeded  so  well  in  his  business  that  he 
was    able    to   make    fur    himself   a    fine   home. 
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His  wife  was  a  Miss  Shepherd.  Jonathan 
Cook,  his  son,  and  fatlicr  ui  Dr.  Cook,  was 
horn  in  County  Suffolk,  ICni^lanil,  and  came  to 
this  comitry  with  his  fatlier  at  tlie  age  of  thir- 
teen, .settling  in  Canada  ahout  1S30.  lie  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  also  dealt 
in  farm  ini|ilements.  He  died  when  over 
si.\ty  years  of  age.  The  mother  died  in  1S93, 
at  the  age  of  seventy.  They  were  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  church. 

After  the  subject  of  this  sketch  had  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  town,  he  remained  for  S(3me  time  with 
his  father  in  business.  When  about  twenty 
years  of  age,  he  decided  on  becoming  a  veter- 
inary surgeon,  and  entered  the  Ontario  Veter- 
inary College  at  Toronto,  Canada,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  December  22,  1872.  He 
located  in  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  in  January, 
1873,  and  has  contlucted  the  Binghamton 
Horse  Infirmary  in  the  rear  of  No.  145  Water 
Street  for  the  past  twenty-one  years.  He  was 
the  first  graduated  surgeon  of  his  profession 
in  Binghamton,  and  has  now  a  large  practice, 
not  only  in  the  city,  but  throughout  the  coun- 
try districts.  Dr.  Cook  is  the  owner  of  some 
valuable  trotting  stock,  and  on  the  old  home- 
stead farm  in  Caiuula,  whith  he  owns  with  his 
brother,  has  alumt  a  dozen  fine  breeding 
mares.  He  is  quite  extensively  engaged  in 
raising  racing  stock,  and  has  in  all  about 
twenty-eight  head  of  trotters  and  runners, 
including  Kitty  I-'razier,  who  has  a  record  of 
2.2ii,  and  Harry  Cartlinal,  2.27].  Among 
six  or  seven  other  i)romising  colts,  he  has  a 
pair  of  three  year  and  a  pair  of  four  year  olds. 


of  which  great  expectations  are  formed.  Dr. 
Cook  employs  a  corps  of  experiencetl  trainers, 
and  the  recorils  of  his  horses  are  among  the 
best.  He  is  also  contractor  for  cleaning  the 
streets  of  liinghamton;  and  so  well  is  the 
work  dune  that  the  city  is  known  far  and 
wide  as  the  I'arlor  City.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Improved  ( Irder  of  Red  Men,  and  also  of 
the  Iron  Hall. 

Dr.  Cook  married  Miss  Nettie  Merritt,  of 
Jamestown,  N.Y.;  and  this  estimable  lady 
has  made  liosts  of  friemls  since  her  residence 
in  Binghamton.  In  his  profession  the  Doc- 
tor's skill  is  uiiC|uestioneil,  and  his  personal 
qualities  have  won  for  him  the  high  regard  of 
all  his  acquaintance. 


^.Ol^l'-RT  S.  PARSONS,  attorney  and 
counsellor-at-law  of  the  firm  of  Per- 
kins &  Parsons,  is  a  gentleman  of 
high  standing  in  the  legal  profession,  and  an 
honored  resilient  of  the  city  of  ]5inghamtoii. 
He  was  born  at  Whitney's  Point,  Broome 
County,  N.Y.,  May  8,  1S67,  son  of  Joseph 
S.  and  Mary  A.  (Hubbard)  Parsons,  the 
former  of  whom  was  also  a  native  of  Broome 
County.  His  father,  C<d<.>nel  Lorenzo  Par- 
sons, grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  county,  his" 
title  being  earned  by  services  in  the  War  of 
18  I  2.  Joseph  S.  Parsons  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Broome  County,  and  was  later  en- 
gaged in  Steuben  County  as  an  extensive 
dealer  in  lumber.  He  removed  again  to 
Broome  County,  where   he  resided  on  his  farm 
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until  his  (loath,  which  occuncil  I'Y'hnmiy  2S, 
iSi)4.  lie  had  boon  Siipcrvisur  of  his  town 
fur  scvcimI  years,  and  took  an  active  jiart  in 
town  and  county  matters,  bein;,^  a  re[)rcsenta- 
tive  man  in  his  ]iarl  of  the  State.  Mis  wife 
was  a  member  of  an  old  and  resjjectcd  family 
of  Broome  County.  They  had  five  children 
who  arrived  at  maturity,  namely:  luhvard  W., 
who  was  for  some  years  engaj^ed  in  the  live- 
stock business  in  the  West,  but  now  resides 
at  Whitney's  I'oint,  N.Y. ;  Alma  II.,  wife  of 
John  L.  ]5each,  of  Alfred  Centre,  Allegany 
County,  N.Y. ;  Robert  .S.  :  Clara  W.,  wife  of 
William  1^.  y\nisbury,  of  Port  Dickinson, 
N.Y.;   and    I'^annie,    recently   deceased. 

Robert  S.  Parsons  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  district  school  at  Whitney's 
Point,  and  was  graduated  from  the  academ)'  at 
that  place  in  18S6.  Me  then  entered  Cornel! 
University  Law  School,  where  he  prepared 
himself  for  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profes- 
sion, and  was  graduated  with  high  honors 
with  the  class  of  1S89.  He  spent  one  year  in 
the  office  of  Messrs.  Millard  &  Stewart,  of 
Bingliamton,  N.Y.,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  May  i,  1890,  liaving  passed  his  examina- 
tion at  the  general  term  held  in  Syracuse, 
N.Y.  Opening  an  office  in*  liinghamton,  he 
pracliscxl  by  himself  for  a  short  time,  but 
later  formed  a  partnership  with  Harry  C.  Per- 
kins, Ivsq.,  uniler  the  firm  name  of  Perkins  & 
Parsons,  which  connection  has  continued  to 
the  present  time.  As  a  member  of  this  firm, 
Mr.  Parsons  gained  an  enviable  reputation  by 
the  skilful  management  of  the  I-'oote  murder 
trial,    a   famous   case   which    will    long   be   re- 


membered liy  the  people  in  this  pait  of  the 
State.  'i"he  firm  was  not  called  into  the  case 
until  at  a  late  stage  of  its  luogress;  and, 
although  they  recei\,'ed  nii  compensation  in  a 
financial  way,  they  conducted  the  case  in  so 
masterly  a  manner  as  to  gain  the  applause  of 
the  entire  legal  fraternity,  not  only  of  liing- 
hamton, but  of  mail)'  of  the  large  cities 
througliout  the  State.  Mr.  Parsons  gives  full 
attention  to  general  law  practice,  and,  al- 
though a  young  man,  has  already  attained  a 
high  degree  of  success  in  his  chosen  calling. 
Mr.  Parsons  joined  the  Masonic  fraternity  at 
Whitney's  Point,  N.Y.,  when  but  a  little 
over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  is  a  member 
of  Otscningo  Lodge,  A.  1".  &  A.  iM.,  being 
at  the  present  time  Junior  Warden.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  I'hi  Delta  Phi,  Conklin 
Chapter.  While  not  being  in  any  sense  an 
office-seeker,  Mr.  Parsons  takes  pleasure  in 
active  politics,  cs[iecially  in  local  affairs,  as 
a  means  of  advancing  the  interests  of  his 
adopted  city.  He  is  a  decided  Republican  in 
his  views,  and  works  activel)'  for  the  interests 
of  his  party.  He  is  a  scholarly  gentleman, 
a  useful  citizen,  ami  one  ai  the  most  respected 
residents  of  liinghamton. 


DWARD  M.  Tlh;RNh:Y.  This  gentle- 
man, who  is  a  partner  of  Mr.  John  W. 
Kennedy  (uiuler  the  firm  name  of  Kennedy  & 
Tierney),  is  cme  of  the  owners  and  projirietors 
of  the  Arlington  Hotel  of  Pinghamton,  N.Y. 
He  was  born  in  .Susquehanna,  Pa.,  November 
II,   1S58.      His    piirciits    well-   John  and    Mary 
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(Ryan)  Tierncy;  and  his  father  was  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  Susquehanna,  having  located 
tliere  long  before  the  Mrie  Railroad  was  built 
through  that  section,  and  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business,  which  he  continued  until 
his  death  in  February,  1874.  He  was  a 
native  of  County  Clare,  Ireland,  and  emi- 
grated to  I'ennsylvania  when  a  young  man. 
lie  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  his  town, 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Conimon  Council, 
and  held  other  local  offices  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  public  and  to  his  own  credit. 

lulward  M.  Tierney  was  but  fifteen  years 
old  when  his  fatlier  died.  From  his  earliest 
years  he  was  a  bright  student,  and  learned 
quickly,  soon  finishing  the  course  of  study  in 
the  pulilic  schools  of  Susquehanna.  lie  also 
evinced  a  talent  for  literary  pursuits,  and  per- 
fected his  education  more  by  his  connection 
with  the  various  newspapers  for  which  he 
wrote  than  from  any  special  educational  ad- 
vantages received  while  at  school,  h'or  many 
years  he  wrote  for  tlie  old  Susquehanna  Ga- 
zette^ and  his  contributions  to  the  press  from 
time  to  time  elicited  many  compliments. 
After  leaving  school,  he  engaged  for  a  while 
as  clerk  in  a  grocery  store,  having  first  learned 
the  business  with  his  "father,  and  later  was 
connected  with  various  hotels  throughout  the 
country  as  clerk.  When  he  reached  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  he  went  into  tlie  mercan- 
tile business  in  his  native  town,  and  contin- 
ued it  until  the  year  1S85,  when  he  formetl 
a  copartnership  witii  Mr.  T.  J.  Brosnan,  of 
New  York  City,  under  tlie  firm  name  of 
15rosnan    &    Tierney,    and    went  to    Rockaway 


Beach,  L.I.,  and  there  leased  the  famous  old 
Seaside  House.  For  two  seasons  the  hotel 
was  conducted  successfully  under  their  man- 
agement, when  Mr.  Tierney  sold  his  interest 
to  his  partner,  Mr.  Brosnan.  He  then  came 
to  liinghamton  in  the  spring  of  1887,  and 
witli  Mr.  J.  W.  Kennedy  jHirchased  the  pres- 
ent site  of  the  Arlington  Hotel,  on  the  corner 
of  Chenango  and  Lewis  Streets;  and,  con- 
cluding it  was  an  admirable  location,  they  not 
only  conceived,  but  developed  the  idea  of 
erecting  the  splendid  hotel  which  now  stands 
there  as  a  fitting  monument  to  their  business 
sagacity  and  enterprise. 

The  formal  opening  of  the  Arlington  Hotel 
occurred  April  24,  1S88.  It  is  an  elegant 
structure,  four  stories  high,  with  eighty-five 
feet  front  on  Chenango  Street,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  feet  front  on  Lewis  Street; 
and,  as  it  is  situated  near  the  railroad  depots, 
it  stands  on  the  very  threshold  of  Bingham- 
ton's  commercial  centre,  and  is  an  ornament- 
and  credit  to  the  city.  It  is  provided  with 
every  modern  convenience  for  the  comfort  and 
entertainment  of  guests.  It  contains  one  hun- 
dred antl  twenty  sleeping-rooms,  all  of  which 
are  handsomely  and  luxuriously  furnished. 
The  office,  reading-room,  dining-room,  bar, 
billiard-room,  ami  barber-shop  are  located  on 
the  ground  floor,  are  elegantly  finished  in 
antique  oak,  and  are  decorated  in  an  attractive 
and  cheerful  manner,  lupiipped,  as  it  is, 
with  electric  light,  steam  heat,  elevator,  and 
fire  escapes,  this  hotel  has  gained  a  reputation 
in  its  class  second  to  none  in  tlie  State  of 
New   York. 
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Messrs.  Kennedy  &  Tierney  are  not  only 
jiroprietors,  liut  owners  of  this  niatj;nificent 
buildiiiy,  wliicli  cost  Iheiii  over  one  liundred 
thousand  dolhirs.  Mr.  Tierney  is  especially 
interested  in  hotel  associations,  and  is  a 
strong  advocate  of  the  necessity  of  such 
organizations  among  hotel-keeiiers.  He  is 
particularly  interested  in  the  New  York  State 
Motel  Association,  the  membership  of  which 
is  over  eight  hundred,  comprising  the  leading 
and  representative  hotel-kee[)ers  in  the  State. 
This  Association  has  been  potential  in  ad- 
vancing the  interests  of  its  members,  both  in 
a  social  anil  legislative  way.  Mr.  Tierney 
was  an  active  worker  in  this  Association  for 
over  five  years,  when  he  was  elected  its  I'irsl 
Viee-l'i'csident  at  Syracuse,  N.\'.,  in  SeiJ- 
tcmber,  1S92.  lie  was  elected  I'resitlent  of 
the  Association  at  the  si.xlh  annual  conven- 
tion, held  at  Saratoga,  N.Y.,  August  8,  1S93, 
and  is  now  holding  that  office.  He  is  also 
First  Vice-President  of  the  National  Hotel 
Keepers'  Association  of  the  United  States, 
having  been  electeil  to  that  office  liy  the  unan- 
imous choice  of  the  fointh  annual  convention, 
which  was  held  at  Denver,  Col.,  on  May  9, 
1894.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Hotel 
Men's  Mutual  ISenefit  Assticiation  of  the 
United  States.  As  a  tribute  to  Mr.  Tier- 
ney's  energy  and  enterprise,  the  Board  of 
Trade  of  Binghamton,  N.^\,  paid  him  the 
compliment  of  electing  him  President  of  the 
lioard  in  January,  1S94.  This  mark  of  dis- 
tinction shows  a  deserved  compliment  to  Mr. 
Tierney's  executive  ability,  for  he  was  chosen 
from  a  membershiji  of  over  two  hundretl  of  the 


representative  business  and  professional  men 
of  Binghamton.  He  was  electeil  President  of 
Jiranch  No.  164,  C.  M.  H.  y\.,  of  the  Grand 
Council  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1893,  and  now  holds  that  office.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Wamsutta  Tribe  of  Red 
Men,  and  also  an  active  and  enthusiastic  h'lk, 
being  a  member  of  Binghamton  Lodge,  No. 
70,    Independent    Order  of   IClks. 

Mr.  Tierney  was  married  to  Miss  Nellie 
v..  Ilogan,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary 
Ilogan,  of  Susquehanna,  Pa.,  December  30, 
1879.  The  result  of  their  happy  union  is 
two  lovely  childien,  M.  Genevieve  and  lul- 
win    M. 

Ml'.  Tierney  is  a  consistent  and  loyal  Dem- 
ocrat, and  takes  great  inleiest  in  the  [xilitics 
of  his  party.  While  he  has  never  been  a  can- 
didate for  any  public  office,  yet  lie  believes 
that  the  highest  duty  of  every  citizen  should 
be  to  interest  himself  in  the  political  affairs 
of  our  government,  to  the  end  "that  a  public 
office  should  be  a  public  trust."  The  city  of 
Binghamton  is  fortunate  in  having  such  enter- 
prising and  progressive  men  as  Messrs.  Ken- 
nedy &  Tierney  elect  to  make  their  home 
there  and  establish  such  a  public  enterprise 
as  the  Arlington  Hotel  has  jiroved  to  be  since 
its  opening. 


ILES   W.    HOTCHKISS.      There   are 


^1  a  few  men,  now  no  longer  liviiif 
exceiH  as  an  inspiring  memory,  without  whom 
no  true  history  of  Broome  County  could  be 
written.  To  omit  mention  of  them  would  be 
like  describing  the  ]ihysical    geograpliy  of   the 
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county  by  simply  giving  its  boundary  lines. 
Those  are  the  men  who  made  the  history  of 
the  county  long  before  it  was  written;  who 
moulded  its  social,  professional,  and  political 
life;  who  gave  it  vitality,  action,  and  color; 
who  left  the  mark  of  their  influence  upon  it, 
as  deep  and  imperishable  as  the  mark  of  the 
Susquehanna  on  its  way  to  the  sea;  and  like 
that  noble  river,  through  their  name  and 
fame,  the  fame  of  ]5roomc  County  was  borne 
far.  beyond  its  borders,  blessing  and  inspiring 
by  their  influence,  words,  and  example,  and 
beating  like  a  great  pulse  into  the  very  heart 
of  the  national  life. 

Among  the  names  of  these  men  and  stand- 
ing well  at  the  front  is  the  name  of  Giles 
W.  Hotchkiss.  He  was  born  at  Windsor, 
Broome  County,  October  25,  1S15.  The  ac- 
cident of  birth  did  not  make  him  a  pioneer. 
Neither  wealth  nor  circumstance  gave  him  a 
minute's  start  in  the  race  of  life.  What  he 
was  and  what  he  won  were  the  result  of  inher- 
ited qualities  and  of  his  own  unaided  efforts. 
He  was  endowed  with  a  knightly  disposition, 
but  he  won  the  knightly  title.  He  inherited 
a  strong,  incisive  intellect;  but  he  fitted  it 
to  do  battle  with  and  win  victories  from  in- 
tellectual giants.  As  »i  law  student,  as  a  law 
interpreter  or  pleader,  as  a  law  prosecutor  or 
ilefender,  and  later  on  as  a  law  maker,  the 
conspicuous  and  notable  thing  was  the  high 
quality  of  his  mental  training,  as  shown  in 
the  simplicity  and  directness  of  his  methods, 
his  quick,  broad  grasp  of  situations,  and  such 
a  strong,  accurate  sense  of  right  that  his 
mind    was    deep    and    broad   enough   easily  to 


make  room  for  the  full  sweep  and  swing  of  all 
the  balances  of  justice. 

Mr.  Hotchkiss  was  in  a  large  sense  a  self- 
made  and  a  self-educated  man.  He  attended 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  town;  and 
for  some  time  he  was  a  student  at  Windsor 
Academy  and  at  O.xford  Academy,  then  one  of 
the  best  academic  schools  in  the  State,  but 
his  mental  equipment  and  training  were 
mainly  obtained  by  private  study.  The 
schools  merely  blazed  the  way  to  the  mines  of 
knowledge,  and  gave  him  a  hint  of  his  own 
resources.  While  still  pursuing  his  general 
studies  and  "burning  the  candle  at  both 
ends" — for  the  morning  sun  often  dimmed 
his  candle  before  he  put  it  out  —  he  com- 
menceil  the  stutly  of  law  with  F.  G.  Wheeler, 
l'2sq.,  of  Windsor.  He  afterward  removed  to 
Binghamton,  and  completed  his  law  studies  in 
the  office  of  the  Hon.  B.  N.  Loomis.  He 
was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  in  November,  1837,  and  in  the 
Supreme  Court  in  January,  1840..  He  en- 
gaged in  the  inactice  of  his  profession  in 
Binghamton,  and  soon  exhibited  suc.h  com- 
manding qualities  that  for  fully  forty  years 
he  was  an  acknowledged  leader  at  'the  ]5roome 
County  bar,  which  then  numbered  among  its 
members  some  of  the  ablest  lawyers  and  most, 
brilliant  atlvocates  in  the  State.  Even  in  the 
early  jiart  of  his  practice  his  reputation 
throughout  the  county  was  such  that,  when  he 
appeared  outside  of  Binghamton  in  the  trial 
of  causes,  there  was  a  practical  suspension 
of  business  by  tlie  villagers  and  farmers  to 
listen    to     his     incisive    sarcasm,    his    adroit 
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examination  of  witnesses,  and  the  general 
masterful    nianagenicnt    of   his   case. 

i'.arly  in  liis  [uofessional  praelice  Mr. 
Ilotclikiss  fornietl  a  ]jrirtnership  with  the  late 
Lewis  Seymour,  lilsq.,  which  continued  for 
many  years;  ami  they  admitted  the  Mon. 
Ransom  ]5alcom  into  business  with  them, 
untler  the  firm  name  of  Hotchkiss,  Seymour 
&  Balcom,  until  Judge  Balconi  was  elected  to 
the  Supreme  Court  bench.  The  partnership 
with  Mr.  Seymour,  which  included  investments 
in  real  estate,  continued  until  Mr.  Seymour's 
death;  and  Mr.  Hotchkiss  afterward  formed  a 
partnership  with  the  Hon.  S.  C.  Millard,  under 
the  name  of  Hotchkiss  &  Millard,  which  was 
terminated  by  Mr.  Ilotehkiss's  death. 

On  the  24th  of  March,  1S42,  Mr.  Hotch- 
kiss was  married  lo  liessie  R.  Knapp,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Colby  Kna[)p  and  a  sister  of 
Mrs.  Daniel  S.  Dickinson.  Their  children 
were:  Ik'ssie  Virginia,  now  Mrs.  Charles  M. 
Dickinson;  Cyrus  F.  ;  Lucy;  and  Henry. 
Of  these,  Mrs.  Dicl<insnn  alone  survives. 
Lucy  and  Henry  died  in  infancy;  and  Cyrus 
I'',  was  taken  in  the  full  strength  and  pride 
of  early  manhood,  in  March,  1S7S.  Mrs. 
Hotchkiss,  who  was  a  woman  of  singularly 
beautiful  and  noble  characfer,  died  March  6, 
1852.  IMr.  Hotchkiss  nex'er  remarried,  and 
his  I'ecognition  of  her  influence  and  dev<ition 
to  her  memory  were  as  touching  and  im})res- 
sive  as  anything  in  the  pages  of  romance. 

For  some  years  i)rior  to  the  Civil  War  Mr. 
Hotchkiss  took  an  active  interest  in  politics, 
and  was  soon  recognized  as  a  distinct  political 
force.      His  deep  convictions  and   strong  indi- 


viduality were  impressed  upon  every  cause  he 
espoused.  He  was  one  of  the  fathers  of  the 
RciHiblican  party,  a  delegate  to  the  conven- 
tion tliat  noniinatetl  President  Lincoln;  and 
in  1S62  he  was  himself  nominated  and  elected 
to  represent  the  Broome  District  in  Congress. 
He  was  re-electeil  in  1864,  and  again  in 
1 868.  In  all  the  most  trying  years  of  the 
war  and  the  delicate  jieriod  of  reconstruction 
he  was  one  of  the  aggressive  leaders  of  the 
dominant  party  in  Congress.  The  dark  hours 
of  that  struggle  bore  no  terrors  for  him. 
When  others  faltered,  he  was  as  firm  as  a 
rock.  When  others  counselled  peace  upon 
almost  any  terms,  he  insistetl  that  death  was 
better  than  dishonor,  that  the  LTnion  must  be 
preserved  at  any  cost,  and  that  no  peace  could 
be  permanent  that  did  not  right  the  wrongs 
and  eradicate  the  causes  that  led  to  the  war. 
Once  only  his  strong  heart  failed:  he  could 
not  bear  to  vote  to  send  other  men  to  the 
front  while  he  remained  in  safety.  Though 
in  fi-ail  health,  he  resolved  to  resign,  and 
enlist  for  service  in  the  field.  In  some  way 
his  jilans  were  carrietl  to  President  Lincoln. 
He  sent  for  Mr.  Hotchkiss,  and  impressed 
upon  him  the  importance  of  his  remaining  at 
his  post,  that  the  greatest  danger  then  con- 
fronting the  administration  was  the  timidity 
and  weakness  of  some  of  its  friends,  and  that 
no  resolute  man  like  Mr.  Hotchkiss  could 
be  spared  in  Congress  at  that  critical  time. 
Other  friends  urged  the  same  view,  and  he 
was  persuaded  to  serve  out  his  term.  The 
President's  opinion  of  Mr.  Hotchkiss's  impor- 
tance   in     Coni'vcss    was     nnt     o\  ere.>^l  imated. 
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The  Union  forces  were  meeting  with  defeat 
on  land  and  on  sea,  New  York  had  elected  a 
Democratic  Governor,  murmurs  of  discontent 
were  borne  to  Congress  on  every  Northern 
breeze;  and,  but  for  strong  men  like  Stevens, 
Wade,  Morton,  Carpenter,  lilaine,  Conkling, 
Hotchkiss,  and  a  few  others,  it  would  have 
been  easy  to  stampede  Congress  into  any  dis- 
honorable compromise  that  carried  a  guaran- 
tee of  peace. 

Among  the  associates  of  Mr.  Hotchkiss  in 
his  first  Congressional  term  was  the  late  Sen- 
ator Conkling.  Singularly  alike  in  their 
straightforward  disposition,  unflinching  cour- 
age, and  aggressive  temperament,  they  soon 
became  the  warmest  of  friends,  and  acted  in 
liarmony  ujion  every  question.  In  the  cele- 
brated Fry  investigation  Mr.  Hotchkiss  was 
Senator  Conkling's  attorney,  his  close  adviser 
on  all  important  legislation;  and  in  the  radi- 
cal measures  of  that  eventful  period  the  two 
men  were  always  shoulder  to  shoulder,  up- 
holding the  hands  of  the  administration,  and 
maintaining  the  advanced  views  wliich  it  is' 
now  Conceded  were  essential  to  an  honorable 
and  permanent  peace.  At  the  close  of  Mr. 
Ilotchkiss's  service  in  Congress  he  returned 
to  his  law  practice  in  15inghaniton,  and  prose- 
cuted it  with  unabated  vigor  and  success. 
Some  of  his  best  and  most  brilliant  work  was 
done  in  the  later  years  of  his  life.  Political 
honors — the  United  States  Attorneyship  for 
the  Southern  District  of  New  York,  tlie  life 
position  of  United  States  Judge  for  the 
Northern  I^istrict  of  New  York,  and  later  the 
Circuit  Judgeship  for  the  Southern  District  — 


were  pressed  upon  him  by  President  Grant 
and  Senator  Conkling;  but  all  these  he  stead- 
ily declined. 

In  November,  1877,  soon  after  the  close  of 
an  important  trial  in  which  he  displayed  more 
than  his  usual  force  and  brilliancy,  he  was 
stricken  with  a  paralytic  shock.  He  lingered 
in  a  partially  disabled  condition  until  July  5, 
1878,  when  he  passed  peacefully  away. 

As  a  lawyer  in  the  best  and  highest  sense, 
Mr.  Hotchkiss  will  always  hold  in  the  history 
of  this  county  a  commanding  position.  A 
few  others  have  been  more  familiar  with  the 
technical  decisions  of  the  courts,  but  as  an 
equity  lawyer  he  hail  no  siqierior.  He 
grasped  instinctively  the  ei|uities  of  a  case. 
As  an  advocate,  also,  judged  by  the  standards 
of  comparison  we  use  to  measure  men,  lie  had 
no  superior.  His  ability  to  tangle  up  a  dis- 
honest witness,  tie  him  hand  ami  foot,  and 
then  fling  him  before  a  jury,  has  hardly  been 
equalled  by  any  one.  His  ready  wit,  hi's 
rasping  sarcasm,  his  terrible  tlenunciation  of 
wrong  and  trickery,  and  his  homely  and  pa- 
thetic elocpienee  in  behalf  of  the  wronged  or 
unfortunate  had  a  powerful  effect  upon  the 
average  jury.  Yet  he  never  used  his  great 
abilities  and  his  high  commission  merely  to 
punish  or  to  persecute.  He  never  set  tho 
machinery  of  the  courts  in  motion  except  to 
expose  and  right  a  wrong  or  to  maintain  some 
vested  right,  and  he  never  undertook  a  defence 
which  he  did  not  believe  in  upon  its  merits. 

There  was  one  side  of  Mr.  Ilotchkiss's  char- 
acter but  little  known,  and  of  which  it  would 
not   be   proper   to  sjieak    now   but   for   the  fact 
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that  the  ears  always  suspicious  of  praise,  lest 
it  be  flattery,  are  now  alike  indiffei-ent  to 
both  censure  and  imiise.  Like  all  great  nat- 
ures, he  held  firmly  and  guarded  closely  his 
affections  and  his  inner  life.  He  was  not  a 
sunny  and  genial  man  except  to  those  who 
were  admitted  into  close  relations  with  him. 
lie  took  the  world  at  its  word.  lie  recog- 
nized its  selfishness  and  hollowness,  that  life 
was  a  battle;  and,  with  the  spirit  of  the  sol- 
dier of  Bingen,  who  "  let  them  take  whate'er 
they  would,  but  kept  his  father's  sword," 
he  fought  his  way  to  the  front,  erect  and 
manl)',  instead  of  fawning  and  cringing  and 
crawling  there  on  his  knees.  And  yet,  under 
a  severe  and  sometimes  frowning  exterior, 
was  as  gentle  antl  sympathetic  a  heart  as  ever 
beat  in  a  woman's  l)reast.  In  liis  own  home 
"he  took  the  helmet  from  his  lirow,  and  laid 
it  down"  with  more  than  Hector's  gentleness: 
he  was  father,  mother,  companion,  and  friend 
to  his  motherless  children;  and  no  tenderness 
was  thought  undignified  or  unwortiiy  to  soothe 
a  chiklish  grief  or  fear.  It  was  like  the  seed 
of  a  lily  taking  root  and  springing  from  the 
heart  of  an  oak.  y\nK>ng  the  elinpient  trib- 
utes paid  to  liim  when  he  tiled,  the  oUlest 
editor  in  liinghanUon,  who  had  known  him 
lung  anil  well,  wrote,  among  other  things, 
these  words :  — 

"'There's  one  thing  yet,  there's  two  tilings  yet, 
That  every  man  should  know, — 
He  never,  never  failed  a  friend. 
And  never  feared  a  foe.' 

We  will  say  of  him  with(jut  (|ual  ification  that 
a  more   generous-hearted    man  we  never  knew. 


He  was  the  truest  of  all  men  to  his  friends. 
He  was  as  gentle  as  a  girl,  he  was  as  kind  as 
a  woman  and  as  genial  as  a  school-boy;  but 
he  was  as  firm  as  a  rock  and  as  courageous  as 
a  lion." 

The  tribute  to  Mr.  Ilotchkiss  here  put  in 
words  is  the  judgment  of  his  contemporaries. 
Close  contact  and  long  acquaintance  with  the 
man  had  not  magnified  the  elements  of  his 
greatness,  and  yet  that  greatness  was  recog- 
nized by  every  one  who  knew  him.  Sixteen 
years  have  passed  now  since  with  marks  of 
universal  respect  and  sympathy  he  was  borne 
to  his  grave.  Looking  at  his  character  now 
with  a  larger  \'ision,  with  a  wider  knowledge 
of  life  and  other  men,  how  grandly  it  stands 
the  test  of  time!  It  is  like  the  full-orbed 
sun,  that  casts  a  longer  and  dee[)er  shadow 
the  farther  it  is  away.  It  is  one  of  those 
strong,  upright,  unselfish,  and  noble  charac- 
ters which  should  ever  be  upheld  as  an  inspi- 
ration and  example  to  men. 

We  cannot  more  fittingly  close  this  sketch 
than  by  quoting  from  the  stone  that  marks  his 
last  resting-place  the  following  lines,  written 
by  one  who  res])ecled  and  loved  him  because 
he  knew  him  intimately:  — 

■'  He  is  not  dead:  a  soul  that  draws 
Its  sense  of  right  from  God's  own  laws, 
A  heart  that's  faithful,  true,  and  just 
To  every  friend,  to  every  trust. 
Can  never  moulder  into  dust." 


LIZABETH   CORWIN,  M.D.,  a  resident 
lionKcopathic  ph)'sician  and  stu'geon   of 
Binghauiton,  N.Y.,  lias   been    engagetl    in   the 
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active  practice  of  Iicr  profession  iu  this  city 
since  1SS7,  having  her  residence  and  office 
at  No.  104  Main  Street.  She  was  born  at 
Middletown,  N.V.,  July  10,  1852,  a  daughter 
of  James  II.  and  Emma  (Hawkins)  Corwin. 
Her  father  was  by  occupation  a  farmer,  and  a 
descendant  from  some  of  the  very  early  set- 
tlers of  Orange  County,  New  Yorlv,  who  went 
to  that  country  when  it  was  a  wilderness  and 
without  inhabitants  to  any  extent,  the  wolves 
and  wild  beasts  of  the  forest  roaming  at  will, 
and  when  the  county  was  without  roads,  the 
trails  from  place  to  place  being  indicated  by 
blazed  trees.  Merc  it  was  those  sturdy  pio- 
neers commenced  to  make  a  home,  cutting 
down  the  trees  of  the  forest,  burning  the 
wood,  and  saving  the  ashes  for  potash,  thus 
clearing  little  by  little  the  land  for  culti- 
vation. 

Remote  from  markets,  without  schools  or 
churches,  those  people  startetl  the  course  of 
improvements  which  have  resulted  in  the 
present  condition  of  things.  Orange  County 
having  now  become  quite  thickly  settled,  the 
seat  of  many  beautiful  homes.  Among  the 
more  attractive  of  these  is  the  old  homcsteail 
selected  from  the  primitive  wilds- generations 
ago  by  some  of  the  Q)rwin  immigrants,  and 
upon  which  James  II.  lived  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  March,  1S91.  The  family 
are  the  lineal  descendants  of  Matthias  Corwin, 
who  settled  at  Ipswich,  Mass.,  in  1635,  and 
removed  to  Long  Island  in  1640.  Years 
afterward  members  of  the  family,  moving  to 
Orange  County,  were  there  people  of  charac- 
ter and   influence,   assisting    in    the  organiza- 


tion of  society,  and  being  identilied  with  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Middletown 
from  its  organization.  The  old  homestead, 
situated  first  in  the  forest,  then  in  the  small 
settlement,  next  in  the  larger  neighborhood, 
then  within  two  miles  of  a  village,  and  now 
within  the  limits  of  a  city,  indicates  the 
stages  of  civilization  through  which  these 
generations  have  passed  to  the  present  time 
and  contlition.  From  the  union  of  James  H. 
Corwin  and  lunma  Hawkins  there  are  four 
children,  namely:  Elizabetli;  Coe  H.,  a  con- 
tractor and  builder  of  railroads;  Clara,  wife 
of  J.  K.  Bookstaver,  of  Binghamton;  and 
George  E.,  who  is  on  the  old  homestead  with 
his  mother. 

Elizabeth  Corwin,  when  a  girl,  attended 
the  common  schools,  and  later  the  Mountain  . 
Home  Institute.  She  then  read  medicine 
with  Dr.  Julia  A.  liradner,  of  Middletown, 
and  attendetl  lectures  at  the  New  York  Medi- 
cal College  antl  Hospital  for  Women,  at  which' 
institution  she  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1 886.  She  began  actual  practice  soon  after 
with  Dr.  M.  Belle  Brown,  of  New  Yorl;  City, 
remaining  there  one  year,  removing  then  te 
Binghamton,  where  she  has  since  lived.  Dr. 
Corwin  came  here  a  stranger,  and  has  suc- 
ceeded in  breaking  down  to  a  great  extent  the- 
unreasoning  objection  in  the  minds  of  some 
peojjle  to  woman's  work  in  the  practice  of 
medicine.  She  is  well  prepared  and  equipped 
for  her  chosen  profession,  and  deservedly  has 
a  liberal  patronage. 

Dr.  Elizabeth   Corwin    is  a   member  of  the 
New  York  State  Ilomceopathic  Medical  Soci- 
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cty,  the  ]5rooiiic  County  Ilonncopathic  Med- 
ical Society,  and  other  organizations  of  simihir 
character.  She  is  also  a  member  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Churcli  of  ]iinghaniton,  of  the 
Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union,  and 
of  the  Young  Women's  Christian  Association. 
She  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  these  and 
other  similar  organizations,  but  has  not  the 
time  to  devote  to  their  work,  her  profes- 
sional duties  requiring  her  almost  undivided 
attention. 


ilIARLKS  M.  DICKINSON.  It  is  a 
rare  combination  of  talent  which  en- 
ables a  man  to  unite  the  qualities 
of  literary  and  poetic  genius  with  a  successful 
business  career;  but  these  gifts  have  been 
combined  in  the  author  of  the  beautiful 
poems  of  "The  Chihlren,"  "In  Rereave- 
ment,"  "Come  unto  Me,"  and  other  poetic 
gems,  with  the  sound  judgment  anti  financial 
ability  recpiired  to  edit  and  conduct  a  success- 
ful newsixiper. 

Among  the  most  prominent  editors  in  the 
city  of  liinghamton,  N.Y.,  Mr.  Dickinson 
stands  tlie  highest;  and  the  clean  antl  admi- 
rably managed  liinghamlon  Rcpnbl'uaii,  which 
outranks  all  others,  is  due  tntirely  to  his 
tl\orough  knowledge  of  the  demands  and 
wishes  of  the  best  element  of  the  citizens  of 
his  city.  His  jniblishing  house  in  ]5ingham- 
ton  is  a  substantial,  elegant  building,  the 
finest  newspaper  building  in  the  State  out- 
side of  New  York  City,  a  credit  to  his 
enterprise  and  a  sterling  memento  of  his  con- 
scientious  management;  and   the   literary  anil 


moral  character  of  his  paper  has  made  it  an 
honor  to  his  county  and  a  safe  and  welcome 
guest  in  the  most  carefully  guarded  domestic 
circles. 

Charles  M.  Dickinson  was  born  at  Lovv- 
ville,  Lewis  County,  N.Y.,  in  November, 
1S42,  and  belongs  to  an  excellent  and  well- 
known  family.  When  Mr.  Dickinson  left 
school  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  he  taught 
for  several  winters,  thereby  earning  money 
enougli  to  pay  for  a  su])plementary  course  at 
the  Fairfield  Seminary  and  Lowville  Academy 
during  the  summers.  He  early  developed 
poetical  talent,  and  when  but  fifteen  years  of 
age  had  already  written  many  creditable 
verses.  In  1.S64  Mr.  Dickinson  came  to 
Binghamton,  N.Y.,  and  entered  the  law  office 
of  the  Hon.  Daniel  S.  Dickinson.  Life  was 
real  and  an  earnest  struggle  witli  him  in 
those  days.  He  was  ])0t)r,  but  ambitious; 
and  he  helloed  to  pay  his  expenses  by  writing 
stories  antl  poetry  for  New  York  newspa|iers 
at  night.  He  practised  law  in  ]5inghamton 
and  New  York  City  until  1S77.  The  last  of 
these  years,  in  addition  to  an  active  private 
practice,  he  had  charge  of  all  the  law  business 
of  the  United  States  Marshal  for  the  South- 
ern District  of  New  York.  His  health  broke 
tlown  untler  tliis  heavy  strain,  and  comi)elle(l 
him  to  abandon  bis  profession.  In  1S7S  he 
became  the  editcir,  and  later  the  sole  proprie- 
tor  of  tire  liinghamton  k'tp/iliiicdii. 

An  extract  fronr  a  sketch  in  tire  Magarjinc 
of  Poetry^  and  written  by  llezeki:ih  Ikitter- 
vvorth,  the  editor  of  the  YontiL  s  Coiupaiiioii, 
and   also   the   author   of    that   charming  series 
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of  books  enlitlcd  "Zigzaij  Journeys,"  can 
be  fillii\ii;ly  hroiij^ht  into-  this  biography  1iere 
as  a  iiiei'ited  tribute  to  our  acconi])lislieil 
subject :  — 

"Mr.  Dickinson  impresses  one  as  a  poet  of 
great  energy  of  character  and  depth  of  feeling, 
a  man  with  width  in  the  region  of  ideality, 
and  a  soul-grasp  of  the  hand,  yet  with  a  clear 
vision  of  practical  things  that  ^^'ins  success  in 
all  undertakings.  He  loves  a  retired  life, 
and  lives  in  elegant  seclusion  amid  the  most 
picturesque  scenery.  He  has  led  an  ideal 
life;  and  his  published  volume  of  poems  is 
but  a  voice  of  all  his  worthy  aspiration,  soul 
growth,  and  rich  experience.  He  is  a  poet  of 
nature  and  the  heart.  He  symjathizes  with 
life,  and  expresses  these  sympathies  with  a 
cultured  mind  and  a  trained  pen.  Mr.  Dick- 
inson loves  humanity;  and  his  poems  make 
better  the  hearts  and  lives  of  all  who  read 
them,  and  will  live  among  the  immortals  in 
grateful  influence.  He  has  that  rare  genius 
that  sees  beauty,  and  uses  it  to  create  good, 
and  to  plant  with  imperishable  flowers  the 
fields   of   inspired   experience." 

Mr.  Buttervvorth  also  says  of  Mr.  Dickin- 
son's poem,  "The  Children,"  that  it  is  "the 
most  beautiful  expression*  of  the  true  mission 
of  the  teacher  ever  written";  and  he  and 
other  critics  pronounce  it,  next  to  "Home, 
Sweet  Home,"  more  popular  than  any  other 
American  poem.  We  find  a  brief  history  of 
these  verses  which  is  worth  repeating  in  a 
book  published  some  years  ago,  entitled 
"Waifs  and  their  Authors."  They  were 
written    while    Mr.    Dickinson    was    teaching 


school  at  Haverstraw  on  the  Hudson,  in  1S63. 
'I'hey  were  publislicd  in  a  Boston  magazine, 
and  immediately  won  wide  popuhiiity,  being- 
copied  over  and  over  again  in  nearly  every 
newspaper  in  this  country  and  England. 
They  were  quoted  from  the  pulpit,  read  from 
the  platform,  incorporated  in  nearly  all  the 
reading-books  of  the  best  schools  of  that  day; 
and  they  may  now  be  found  in  nearly  every 
collection  of  verse.  In  their  tenderness  and 
simple  language  they  speak  of  the  sympathetic 
nature  of  this  teacher,  who  probably  spoke 
from  his  own  practical  manner  of  dealing 
with   his   pupils;  for  he  says, — 

"The  twig  is  so  easily  bended, 

I  have  banislied  the  rule  and  the  rod. 
I  have  taught  them  the  goodness  of  knowledge, 

Tliey  have  taught  me  tlie  goodness  of  God. 
My  heart  is  the  dungeon  of  darkness, 

Where  I  shut  them  for  breaking  a  rule  ; 
My  frown  is  sufficient  correction  ; 

iMy  love  is  the  law  of  the  school." 

And  tJien,  again,  where  he  muses  on  tlie  fut- 
ure of  those  little  ones,  he  ex[)resses  himself 
in  these  beautiful  lines:  — 

"  All  my  heart  grows  as  weak  as  a  woman's. 

And  the  fountain  of  feeling  will  How, 
When  I  think  of  the  paths  steep  and  stony 

Where  the  feet  of  the  dear  ones  must  go, — 
Of  the  mountains  of  sin  hanging  o'er  them. 

Of  the  tempest  of  fate  blowing  wild. 
Oh  !  there's  nothing  on  earth  half  so  holy 

As  Mie  innocent  heart  of  a  child." 

Some  years  ago,  in  printing  this  poem,  a 
careless  comjMsitor  dropped  the  final  letters 
from  Mr.  Dickinson's  name;  and  the  poem, 
thus    startetl    again,    went    the   rounds   of   the 
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newspapers  under  the  magic  name  of  Charles 
IJickens.  So  persistent  and  wide-spread  was 
tills  mistaken  identity  that  the  son  of 
Ciiailes  Dickens,  recognizing  the  merit  and 
Ijcaiity  of  the  poem  antl  the  injustice  of  as- 
crihing  it  to  his  father,  wrote  Mr.  Dickinson 
a  note,  from  which  we  quote  as  follows:  — 

"I  have  written  during  the  last  seventeen 
years  a  large  nimiber  of  letters,  and  have 
many  times  inserted  in  my  magazine,  Hoiisc- 
Iiold  l!'on/s,  answers  to  correspondents,  stat- 
ing tiiat  the  story  about  the  poem  having  been 
found  in  my  father's  desk  after  his  death  was 
entirely  ajjocryphal,  and  that  I  was  altogether 
unaware  to  whom  the  credit  of  the  autlu)rsiii|i 
of  the  verses  was  due." 

But  it  is  not  alone  in  "The  Cliildren"  that 
Mr.  Dickinson  has  sung  his  sweetest  lays. 
All  througli  his  poems  we  meet  the  fragrance 
of  beautiful  flowers  and  tender  sentiment, 
such  as  in  "The  Burial  of  the  \'ear."  We 
And  the  following  bits  of  imagery  too  exqui- 
site lo  leave  out  of  tliis  sketch.  lie  writes  of 
the  year  "marching  west   wit!)    the  stars,"  and 

"  As  they  c.ime  down  tlie  valley,  and  slowly  swept  past, 
They  bore  the  Old  Year  just  breathing  his  last; 
And  a  thousand  fair  forms  that  had  faded  and  died, — 
The  father,  the  mother,  the  luisbaftd,  the  bride." 

And,  again:  — 

"  I  caught  a  few  words  of  a  comforting  lay, 
Of  a  dear  little  maid  that  one  desolate  day 
Wandeied  out  of  her  home  to  the  brink  of  life's  even, 

And  found  her  own  way 

To  the  unending  day  ; 
And  she  never  has  had  to  be  christened  in  heaven, 
For  the  angels  still  call  her  'our  dear  little  May.' 


"Storms  Jiiay  wreck  and  Death  may  sever, 
Frosts  may  blight,  but  buds  that  never 
CJpe  the  sweet  hearts  in  their  bosoms 
'till  its  time  fur  he.ivenly  blossoms, 
They  are  safe  and  i.iir  forever." 

I'oems  of  the  war,  bristling  witii  tiie  clash 
of  arms  and  thunder  of  cannon,  a[)pear  in  Mr. 
Dickinson's  published  work,  ringing  with 
true  patriotism  and  fire;  and  iiis  "Army  Re- 
union" and  "Memorial  Day"  are  as  inspiring 
as  any  written  during  the  great  struggle. 

In  1SS9  Mr.  Dickinsnn  collected  his  vari- 
ous poems;  and  they  were  imblished  in  New 
York  and  London  in  a  ne;it  volinne,  which 
received  flattering  notices  from  the  best  jieri- 
odicals  in  this  country  and  I'jigland,  and 
they  were  also  commended  very  highly  Ijy  the 
leading  American  and  h^nglish  critics. 

Mr.  Dickinson's  literary  reputation  has 
readily  admitted  him  to  our  leading  national 
biographies,  such  as  the  "National  Cyclope- 
dia of  American  Biograjihy "  and  luhnund 
Clarence  Stedman's  "Library  of  American 
Literature."  h'rom  tlie  former  we  cpiote 
these  jjleasaiit   words:  — 

"  'The  Children  and  Other  Verses  '  (New 
York  and  Lonilon)  were  recognized  by  Aineri- 
can  and  English  critics  as  worthy  and  natural 
followers  of  the  early  poem  which  had  made 
his  name  so  familiar  to  poetic  readers. 
Those  who  know  Mr.  Dickinson  as  a  man  of 
affairs  have  a  profoimd  resi^ect  for  his  busi- 
ness jtidgment  and  ability  in  wliatevcr  he 
undertakes.  Those  who  know  him  as  a  poet 
see  an  entirely  different  phase  of  his  char- 
acter,—  tlie   gentleness   and   the   strength   and 
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elevation  of  thought  that  are  characteristic  of 
his  verse.  It  is  rare  to  find  a  man  so  success- 
ful in  two  fields  so  little  in  harmony  with 
each  other." 

Mr.  Dickinson  was  married  in  1S67  to 
Bessie  Virginia,  daughter  of  the  lion.  Giles 
VV.  Hotchkiss,  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
distinguished  lawyers  of  the  Broome  County 
bar.  Mrs.  Dickinson  is  a  lineal  descendant 
of  David  Hotchkiss,  the  pioneer  settler  of  the 
town  of  Windsor,  Broome  County,  and  is  a 
lady  of  high  literary  attainments  and  a  charm- 
ing hostess  in  their  beautiful  home  on  South 
Mountain,  which  overlooks  the  glorious  val- 
ley of  the  Susquehanna  River.  Of  the  chil- 
dren born  to  Mr.  anil  Mrs.  Dickinson,  but 
two  survive:  Cliarles  Hotchkiss,  married,  and 
residing  in  New  York  City;  and  Giles  Hotch- 
kiss, a  student  at  the  Cayuga  Lake  Military 
Academy.  The  household  in  this  ideal  home 
consists  of,  besides  the  family  proper,  Mrs. 
Lucie  K.  VVestcott,  an  aunt  of  Mrs.  Dickin- 
son; and  also  a  cousin.  Miss  Mary  A.  Mason, 
whose  rare  talent  for  poetry  has  been  recog- 
nized by  the  best  magazines  atul  newspapers  of 
the  country,  which  publish  it  in  their  columns. 

This  sketch  is  but  a  brief  tribute  to  the 
worth  and  genius  of  a,man  of  whom  the  city 
of  Binghaniton  is  justly  proud  to  call  its 
citizen.  To  conduct  an  honest,  clean  news- 
paper; to  maintain  its  refined  s[Mrit  antl 
choice  language  as  a  jniblic  educator  in  these 
days  of  "hustling"  for  sensational  news  —  the 
best  proof  of  its  high  standing  is  that  it  suc- 
ceeds without  any  of  these  meretricious  influ- 
ences to  secure  its  prosperous  continuance. 


§  THOMAS  BURROWS,  present  Super- 
visor of  the  town  of  Deposit,  Dela- 
ware County,  N.Y.,  is  one  of  the 
prominent  residents  of  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  comes  from  a  family  that  was  iden- 
tified with  the  interests  and  development  of 
the  county  at  an  early  day.  He  has  for 
twenty-two  years  been  engaged  in  general 
merchandising  in  the  village  of  Deposit,  and 
has  a  high  standing  among  the  business  men 
of  that  place.  Mr.  Burrows  is  of  Scotch 
ancestry;  and  some  of  bis  ancestors  were 
officers  in  the  Continental  army  during  the 
War  of  the  Revolution,  one  of  them  bravely 
meeting  his  death  while  facing  the  foe  at 
Stonington,  Conn.  'I'his  martial  spirit  ap- 
pears to  have  been  transmitted  to  some,  at 
least,  of  their  descendants,  Mr.  Burrows  of 
this  notice  having  well  sustained  the  family 
reputation  diu'ing  the  late  civil  strife.  The 
granilfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
I'cris  Burrows,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who' 
came  to  York  State  many  years  ago,  and  was 
among  the  early  settlers  of  the  town  of  Tomp- 
kins (now  the  town  of  Deposit),  Delaware 
County.  His  son,  Harry  Burrows,  was  born, 
in  Delaware  County,  and  married  lietsey 
Whitaker,  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  Penn- 
sylvania. They  were  the  parents  of  ffve  chil- 
dren: Wealthy,  now  Mrs.  A.  R.  Davis,  and 
living  in  Deposit;  Eliza,  wife  of  D.  L.  De- 
nioney,  of  Deposit;  George  v\.,  a  farmer  of 
the  town  of  Deposit;  James  Thomas,  of  this 
sketch;  and  Frances,  wife  of  W.  VV.  Main,  of 
Rock  Valley,  Delaware  County. 

James   Thomas,  the  subject   of   this  sketch, 
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was  Ijorn  in  tlie  town  of  Tompkins,  now  De- 
posit, ])clawaro  County,  November  11,  1841. 
lie  was  broiij;lit  up  to  agricultural  [iursuits; 
and,  his  father  dying  when  he  was  (|uitc 
young,  the  hoys  of  tlie  family  were  obliged  to 
work  hard,  having  to  care  for  two  farms.  He 
was  thus  employed  until  he  enlisted  in  Au- 
gust, 1864,  in  Company  A  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  T'orty-fourth  New  York  Volunteer 
Infantry.  Although  needed'  at  home,  he 
could  not  remain  a  passive  spectator  of  the 
great  struggle  for  national  life  that  was  then 
being  carried  on  ;  and  so  he  went  forth,  as  a 
soldier  and  patriot,  determined  to  do  his  part, 
and  have  a  share  in  saving  the  Union.  He 
was  in  the  battles  of  Hilton  Head,  Honey 
Hill,  various  skirmishes  in  South  Carolina, 
in  the  charge  on  the  Confederate  works  at 
James  Islantl,  and  in  a  number  of  skirmishes 
about  Charlestown.  He  was  discharged  on 
the  close  of  the  war  at  Hilton  Head,  June 
20,  1S65,  and  was  mustered  out  at  I'llmira, 
N.Y.,  July  20  of  the  same  year.  He  then 
went  to  work  as  clerk  for  his  brother-in-law, 
D.  L.  Demoney,  I'cmaining  thus  engagetl  for 
five  years,  during  which  time  he  became  fa- 
miliar with  the  business.  He  then  formed 
a  partnershii)  with  C.  T.  luliPk,  the  style  of 
the  linn  being  Burrows  &  lC(Jick.  They 
bought  out  Mr.  iJemoney's  st<jre  in  iJeposit, 
ant!  continued  together  for  ten  years.  In 
I  SSo  our  subject  bought  out  his  partner,  and 
has  since  been  sole  proprietor.  He  was  mar- 
ried .^\ugust  3,  1870,  to  Lola  Kvans,  daugh- 
ter of  Newell  anil  Harriet  (^Webb)  ICvans. 
Mrs.  liurrows  is  a  lady  of  refinement,  and  was 


educated  in  the  high  schools  of  .Syracuse, 
where  she  was  a  teacher  previous  to  her  mar- 
riage. They  have  had  three  children:  Ma- 
rian H.;  Walter,  deeeasetl;  and  Lloyd, 
deceased. 

Mr.  lUu'rows  was  lirst  elected  Suj^ervisor  in 
18S3,  and  served  that  year,  being  defeated  the 
year  following  for  the  same  position.  He 
was  again  elected  in  1892,  and  again  in  1S93. 
Fraternally,  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  Order, 
and  is  a  member  of  Deposit  Lodge,  No.  396, 
and  a  member  of  the  Deposit  Chapter.  Polit- 
ically, he  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  is  a  courteous,  affable  gentleman, 
of  well-defined  opinions,  but  liberal-mindeil, 
and  always  willing  to  hear  both  sides  of  a 
cpiestion.  He  is  jiopular  in  his  town  and  vil- 
lage, antl  his  life  histiiry  is  one  that  is  worthy 
of  a  ])lace  among  those  of  the  most  honored 
residents  of  Broome  County. 


^^;;^AMU1':L   M.    .SOUTH  Lb:,   a   resident 
y//~>      of    Ijinghamton,    is    engaged    in    the 
''     ^"*  livery,    teaming,    and    general    dray- 

age  business  in  that  city,  having  his  oflice  and 
stables  at  the  rear  of  78  Court  Street.  He 
bought  the  business  in  I'ehruai)',  1893,  and 
secured  .1  central  location,  where  he  keeps 
thirteen  horses,  with  the  recpiisite  cai'riages 
and  cabs,  the  whole  constituting  a  first-class 
establishment  of  its  kiml.  In  addition  to  the 
regular  livery  trade,  he  has  teams  and  dra)'s 
for  the  moving  of  freight,  express,  or  other 
material,  being  equijiped  for  all  branches  of 
the     business.      Mr.    Southee    is    of     English 
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extraction,  lii.s  father,  Matthew,  liaving  been 
born  in  Canterbury,  iMighmd,  and  his 
motiier,  formerly  Mary  A.  Collins,  beinj^  a 
native  of  the  same  place.  The  father,  who 
was  in  the  grocery  business  for  thirty-three 
years,  came  to  this  part  of  the  country  in 
Ai)ril,  1S65,  finally  settling  on  a  farm  three 
miles  north-east  from  ]5inghamton,  and  re- 
maining there  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
December  22,  1S83.  The  mother  died  in 
February,  1S81,  leaving  three  children: 
ICmma  J.,  wife  of  Adam  Moser,  of  ISingham- 
ton ;  Samuel  M.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
anil  licnjamin  l'\,  of  Hinghamton. 

Mr.  -Southee  was  born  at  lirooklyn,  N.V., 
March  31,  1857,  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  the  union  school  of  the  city,  and 
went  to  Stanton,  Mich.,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  lumber  trade  for  three  years.  He 
afterward  worked  at  farming  for  about  three 
years,  and  came  to  Binghamton  in  March, 
1886.  He  engaged  at  once  in  draying,  com- 
mencing at  the  bottom  with  one  hoise  anil 
a  cart,  ailding  to  his  stock  as  he  was  able 
and  as  the  business  prospered,  until  he  had 
built  up  an  excellent  trade.  lie  made  money, 
and  fmally  Ijought  the  i)roperty  where  he  now 
is.  Mr.  Southee  was  nwrried  to  Miss  Lena 
Mahoney,  of  Silver  I^ake,  I'a.,  whose  father, 
John  Mahoney,  was  an  early  settler,  and  a 
prominent  man  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
This  marriage  occurred  in  February  13,  1S84; 
and  Mr.  and  I\Irs.  Southee  have  a  family  of 
three  children  living  —  Gertrude,  Cecelia, 
and  -Samuel  J.  They  are  members  of  St.  Pat- 
rick's  Catholic   Church,  and   are  respected    in 


the  community  for  their  high  personal  quali- 
ties. Mr.  -Southee  is  a  gentleman  of  pleasant 
manner.s,  and  one  who  knows  how  to  adapt 
himself  to  all  classes  of  i.)eople.  To  properly 
manage  such  a  business  as  he  represents  re- 
quires tact,  good  judgment,  and  a  proper  ap- 
preciation of  the  wants  of  the  public.  Mr. 
Southee  possesses  all  these  qualities  in  an 
eminent  degree,  together  with  a  willingness 
to  perform  his  part  in  all  the  common  duties 
of  life  as  a  neiifhbor  and  citizen. 


f'K 


LVIN  1':D\Vy\RI)S,  an  enterprising 
farmer  of  the  town  of  Windsor,  be- 
longs to  one  of  the  old  and  distin- 
guished families  of  lirooine  County,  his 
grandparents,  Jasper  and  Betsy  (Quick)  lul- 
wards,  having  settled  about  a  mile  below  the 
site  of  the  village  of  Windsor  in  the  year 
17S0.  Jasper  Fdwards  was  born  in  ICngland, 
and  came  to  this  coimtry  with  his  brothers, 
twelve  in  number.  He  w.is  a  lover  of  liberty 
and  religious  indepenilence,  and  he  sympa- 
thized so  much  with  the  patriots  that  he 
espoused  their  cause.  A  daring  scout,  he 
penetrated  far  into  the  wilderness,  and  in  his 
heroic  endeavors  met  with  many  narrow  es- 
capes from  the  Indians.  Four  or  five  times 
these  savages  had  captured  him,  and  liad  made 
every  preparation  for  their  ghastly  dance 
around  their  tortured  victim;  but  he  was  as 
cunning  as  they,  and  succeeded  in  eluding 
them.  He  was  with  General  Washington  at 
the  battle  of  Trenton,  and  later,  being  capt- 
ured  by   the    Indian    Chief    Hrant,    was   taken 
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to  Canada,  where  he  was  two  years  and  ten 
months  in  prison.  There  was  great  rejoieing 
over  his  capture,  as  the  Indians  held  him  in 
the  greatest  fear  lor  his  unerring  aim  witli  his 
rille  and  his  apparently  cluii'ined  lile,  which 
ever  escapetl  their  jjlans  to  kill  him. 

After  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
Jasjjer  F.dwards  bought  land  in  the  town  of 
Windsor,  which  was  wihl  anil  uncultivated. 
He  spent  his  time  between  clearing  his  farm 
and  hunting  and  fishing,  which  had  to  be  the 
main  dependence  for  a  living  in  those  days. 
Me  reared  a  family  of  eight  sons  and  one 
daughter,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity  and 
had  families  of  their  own.  He  was  a  Presby- 
terian in  religion,  and  belonged  to  the  old 
Whig  party,  which  was  a  powerful  political 
organization  at  that  time.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  ninety,  and  his  name  is  one  of  the  best 
known  in  the  history  of  the  village.  When 
Jasper  Edwards  settled  in  Windsor,  he  was 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  four  sons,  one 
of  whom,  William,  born  in  Pennsylvania  in 
17S9,  was  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
biography.  William  lulwards  was  one  of  the 
leading  farmers  of  the  town  of  Windsor, 
being  energetic  and  industrious,  and,  besides 
farming,  turned  liis  attcntioiT  to  many  other 
pursuits.  He  was  much  engaged  in  lumber- 
ing, and  was  a  pilot  on  the  Delaware  River 
for  many  years.  William  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years,  at  the  homestead  now  owned 
by  his  son  Alvin;  and  his  wife,  Lodama 
(Smith)  Etlwards,  who  was  born  in  Connecti- 
cut in  1794,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two. 
They  were    Methodists    in    tludr   rrligious   Ijc- 


lief,  and  Mr.  William  ICdwards  was  politi- 
cally an    "old   school"    Democrat. 

Alvin  lulwards  was  born  in  Windsor,  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1832,  and  received  the  best  educa- 
tion attainable  in  the  district  schools  of  those 
days.  He  remained  with  his  parents,  and 
from  a  boy  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm. 
When  he  became  a  man,  he  adopted  this  occu- 
pation for  his  life-work,  and  continued  to 
reside  on  the  old  homestead  until  1891,  when 
he  removed  to  the  village  of  Windsor,  where 
he  has  a  handsome  home.  He  still  manages 
his  farm  in  the  town,  which  now  contains  one 
hundred  and  eighty  acres,  giving  it  his  per- 
sonal attention,  and  running  it  on  scientific 
principles,  being  (juick  to  avail  himself  of 
modern  inventions  and  labor-saving  devices. 
He  is  engaged  in  dairying,  which  is  one  of 
the  leading  industries  in  his  section,  and  pre- 
fers Durhams  to  any  other  cattle. 

Mr.  lulwards  was  married  in  1S72  to  Miss 
Ellen  E.  Brown,  who  was  born  in  llarpurs- 
ville,  liroome  County.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Jesse  and  Abigail  (Church)  lirown.  Her 
father  came  from  Rhode  Island  before  the 
year  1820,  and  was  a  shoemaker  in  Hari)uis- 
ville,  where  he  manufactured  and  sold  his 
gooils  until  1869.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  luhvartis 
have  one  son.  Lisle  Brown  lulwards,  whose 
birth  occurred  Novendaer  25,  1883.  A 
daughter,  Helen,  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 
The  parents  are  members  of  the  lC])iscopal 
church;  and  in  tlie  Masonic  fraternity  Mr. 
Edwards  is  connected  with  Windsor  Lodge, 
No.  442.  He  is  also  a  strong  adherent  of  the 
Republican  |>arty. 
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Mr.  Edwards  is  particularly  well  informed 
ill  the  histiiry  of  liruome  County;  and  his 
excellent  uieuiory  makes  him  a  most  interest- 
ing narrator  of  the  stirring  events  whicli 
occurred  in  the  early  days  when  the  i)ioneer 
settlers,  in  their  daily  encounters  with  the 
wily  Intlians,  fairly  lived  with  their  rifles 
for  companions.  One  of  his  hest  stories, 
which  is  authenticated,  is  concerning  his 
great-uncle,  Thomas  Quick  hy  name,  who  was 
one  of  the  most  noted  warriors  of  his  time. 
Me  was  a  large,  jiowerful  man;  and  his  record 
as  a  slayer  was  just  ninety-nine  Indians. 
While  the  red-skins  had  a  wholesome  fear  of 
him,  and  usually  ke[)t  at  a  respectahle  dis- 
tance, they  nevertheless  made  m:iny  traps  to 
capture  him,  all  of  which  faileil  until  on  one 
unlucky  occasion  six  Indians  cre[it  up  to  hiui 
while  he  was  splitting  logs  in  the  woods. 
Feeling  himself  their  [irisoner,  he  set  his  wits 
to  work  to  find  some  ruse  by  wliich  lie  could 
escape,  and  for  that  pm^pose  pretended  to 
surrender  to  them.  l!ut,  l)efore  going  with 
them,  he  aske<l  them  to  assist  him  in  finishing 
the  splitting  of  the  log  he  had  been  working 
oil  when  surprised.  lie  had  inserted  a  wedge 
ill  it;  and  he  [jersuaded  his  captors  to  put 
their  fingers  in  the  place'thus  ojiened,  to  hold 
the  log  apai't.-  This  they  unsuspectingly  did; 
and,  when  tliey  had  taken  a  firm  grasp,  he 
knocked  the  wedge  out,  and  his  six  Iiuliaiis 
became  his  captives  lie  then  deliberately 
killed   each   one,    and    matle   his   escape. 

Another  story  that  Mr.  Edwards  relates 
occurred  in  the  lifetime  of  his  grandfather. 
Captain     Elijah     Smith,     a    celebrated     man 


among  the  pioneers  of  the  town  of  Windsor 
where  he  settled  about  1800.  He  is  saiil  to 
have  built  the  first  frame  house  in  the  town  of 
Windsor;  and  the  incident  Mr.  lulwarils  tells 
is  that  on  the  4th  of  July  Captain  Smith 
with  others  fired  tliirteen  bullets  into  the 
front  door,  and  then  treated  the  crowd  to  a 
gallon  of  New  luigland  rum.  This  was  the 
usual  form  of  celebration  of  the  Day  of  In- 
dependence, and  was  the  style  in  which  any 
tlistinguished  citizen  visiting  the  place  was 
welcomed  and  honored.  There  was  the  es- 
sence of  true  wisdom  in  firing  tlie  salute 
before  the  rum  was  given,  or  the  damage 
to  the  front  door  might  have  been  more 
disastrous. 

Mr.  Edwards  is  a  prominent  and  well-to-do 
man  in  Windsor,  and  can  well  boast  of  the 
brave  ami  fearless  race  he  sprang  from.  lie 
is  a  man  of  great  enterprise  and  untiring  in- 
dustry, and  the  results  are  fully  sliowu  in  the 
success  which  has  ftdlowed  his  well-directed 
labors. 


^yON.  JOSl'l'lI  11.  HROWNh;LL,  the 
present  memljer  of  the  Assembly  for , 
the  town  of  Windsor,  N.Y.,  was 
born  here  -April  21,  1S54.  Ilis  parents  were 
liennett  and  i\Iary  Ann  Hrownell,  who  were- 
both  born  in  1S12,  and  were  married  in  1S43. 
The  grandfather  of  Mr.  ]3iownell,  Hennett 
Brownell,  Sr.,  was  a  jjioneer  settler  of  Dela- 
ware County.  He  resided  in  the  town  of 
Kortright,  where  he  was  a  hard  -  working 
farmer,  and  died  there  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years.      He   was  an   earnest    Methodist    in   his 
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religious  faith,  aiul  was  an  "old  line"  Whig 
in  his  |)olitical  [irinciples.  He  had  a  large 
family  of  fourteen  ehihh'en.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  Joseph  II.  was  George  lirown- 
cll,  who  was  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and 
a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  also  lived  and 
died  in  the  town  of  Kortright,  where  he  was 
an  okl  and  i)rominent  settler.  There  were 
sixteen  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
I^rownell,  of  whom  only  two  are  living:  Mrs. 
Mary  A.  Brownell;  and  Mrs.  .Sarah  Alex- 
ander, a  resident  of  Syracuse,  N.V.  Mr. 
George  Brownell  died  at  the  age  of  ninety 
years.  He  attended  the  Methodist  church, 
and   politically   was   a   Democrat. 

liennett  lirownell,  Jr.,  was  a  prominent 
farmer  of  his  day.  He  was  also  a  manufact- 
urer of  grain  cradles,  in  which  he  cai'ried  on 
an  extensive  aiul  lucrative  tratle.  He  re- 
moved to  the  town  of  \\'indsor  in  the  yeai' 
1852,  and,  buying  here  a  farm  of  three  hun- 
dred acres,  henceforth  gave  his  entire  atten- 
tion to  his  farming  interests,  and  was  a  very 
enterprising  man.  He  and  his  wife  were 
active  workers  in  the  Methodist  church,  in 
which  jMr.  ISrownell  held  various  important 
positions.  He  was  a  popular  and  highly  re- 
spected citizen,  and  in  his  Iring  life  of  eight)' 
)'ears  ilid  nuich  good  .M.r\'ice  for  the  beni'lit  of 
his  li>wn.  He  died  on  his  farm  in  the  year 
1892.  His  wife  is  still  living,  and  resides 
with  her  son,  Joseph  II.  They  reared  nine 
chiklren,  of  whom  two  survive,  namely:  Jo- 
seph II.,  the  youngest;  and  George  15.,  who 
carries  on  a  furniture  and  undertaking  Imsi- 
ness  in  Windsor. 


Josciih  grew  to  manhooil  on  the  old  home 
farm,  receiving  his  early  education  at  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  his  town,  and  later  studying 
at  the  I'lingliamton  High  .School,  Windsor 
Acaileni)',  and  the  Cortland  Nt)rmal  .Scho(d, 
graduating  fntm  the  hitter  in  1877.  He  then 
returned  to  Windsor,  where  he  has  since  con- 
tinued engaged  in  the  lumber  trade  and  the 
management  of  his  farm.  He  owns  about 
three  hundred  :nid  ten  acres  of  land,  and  until 
1S92  resideil  at  the  (dd  lirownell  homestead, 
from  which  he  then  removed  to  Windsor  Vil- 
lage to  live.  He  carries  im  a  most  extensive 
business  i\i  kunber,  and  is  a  foremost  man  of 
his  town. 

Mr.  lirownell  was  married  in  1881  to  Miss 
Minnie  L.  Brush,  of  (ireat  Hend,  I'a.  They 
are  communicants  of  the  l'"[HSC0pal  chinch. 
In  the  Masonic  fraternity  Mi'.  Brownell  Ije- 
longs  to  Windsor  Lodge,  No.  442,  and  to  the 
Malta  Commanck-ry  of  Binghamton.  A  de- 
voted adherent  ()f  the  Republican  party,  he 
has  served  three  years  as  Supervisor  of  his 
town,  and  in  November,  1S93,  was  given  a 
higher  office  —  that  of  member  of  the  .State 
Assembly. 

It  was  a  great  proof  of  the  confidence  of  his 
fellow-citizens  of  the  Kepuldican  [larty  when 
he  received  the  nomination  and  w:is  elected 
to  the  positicni  which  had  been  so  honorably 
filled  by  his  jiopular  [)redecessor ;  and  since 
occupying  his  seat  in  the  legislature  Mr. 
lirownell,  by  his  excellent  record,  has  shown 
that  his  constituents  used  good  judgment  in 
choosing  him  as  their  I'epiesentative.  No 
citizen   of   Windsor   is   more  widely  known   or 
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highy     respected      than     the      Hon.     Joseph 
Brownell. 


'AMUI'.L  A.  DOANl':,  an  active  and 
/^^  prominent  business  man  of  ]!ing- 
hamton,  is  a  member  of  tlie  firm  of 
Coutant  &  Doane,  dealers  in  staple  and  fancy 
groceries,  and  located  at  i  5  i  Court  Street,  at 
which  place  the  firm  has  transacted  business 
since  March,  1S89.  They  commenced  busi- 
ness here  in  1886,  when  they  bought  out 
W.  S.  Harding,  and  have  since  incrcasetl  the 
volume  of  transactions  from  an  annual  trade 
of  about  eight  thousand  dollars  to  fifty  thou- 
sand tlollars,  with  business  still  on  the  in- 
crease. This  has  been  the  result  of  energy, 
sound  business  methods,  and  honest  dealing. 
They  have  now  associated  with  them  VV.  N. 
Croffut,  and  will  soon  occupy  a  large  building 
on  the  corner  of  Court  and  Carroll  Streets, 
which  will  give  them  four  times  their  [)rescnt 
floor  space.  They  will  then  add  a  meat  and 
fish  market. 

iMr.  Doane  was  born  at  East  Windsor, 
Hartford  County,  Conn.,  September  4,  1852, 
son  of  Miles  A.  and  Minerva  (Ward)  Doane. 
Miles  Doane  was  a  wagon  manufacturer  by 
occupation,  and  came  ot  an  old  Connecticut 
family.  .Samuel  A.  Doane  received  his  edu- 
cation in  his  native  to^vn,  and  came  to  Hing- 
hamton  with  his  parents  in  April,  1864. 
After  attending  school  there  a  short  time,  he 
was  engaged  as  clerk  for  different  firms  for 
four  years.  In  1877  he  yielded  to  a  desire  to 
see  the  I'^ar  West,  and  went  to  California, 
finally    leaving    that     State    and     settling    in 


Churchill  County,  Nevada.  He  arrived  there 
in  April,  1877,  and  in  July  of  the  same  year 
was  elected  County  Auditor,  retaining  that 
position  for  eight  ye.irs,  and  being  first 
electeil  about  six  months  before  he  became  a 
voter.  At  the  expiration  of  his  fourth  term 
of  office  he  returned  to  Binghamton,  and  was 
a  clerk  for  Hollister  &  Sons  for  two  years, 
when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  George  G. 
Coutant ;  and  together  they  purchased  the 
business  of  W.  .S.  Harding.  Mr.  Doane  was 
married  to  Miss  Cora  A.  Kent,  a  daughter  of 
K.  W.  Kent,  of  Binghamton,  January  2, 
1873.  They  have  a  family  of  three  children 
—  Katie,  I'rances,  and  Susie.  Mr.  Doane  is 
a  member  (jf  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
l''ellows,  and  stands  well  in  the  order.  He 
stands  high  among  the  lousiness  men  of  ]3ing- 
hamton,  and  has  contributed  his  share  toward 
the  development  of  the  business  interests  of 
that  beautiful  city. 


D.  JONILS,  proprietor  of  the  Otsen- 
\Q)  I  •'■'SO  Mills,  liiughamton,  is  among 
the  successful  business  men  of  the, 
city,  having  made  this  place  his  liome  since 
1882.  He  was  born  at  .St.  Johnsbury,  \'t., 
November  6,  1839,  son  of  John  and  Marinda 
(Andrews)  Jones.  His  great-grandfather, 
lienjamin  Jones  (born  in  1773),  to(jk  for  his 
wife  Hannah  Chesley,  who  was  born  in 
August,  1 75 1.  ]5oth  were  natives  of  Dur- 
ham, N.H.  They  moved  to  Canterbury  in 
the  same  State,  where  Mr.  Jones  died  in 
1S16,     his     wife    dying     in     West     Runniey, 
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N.H.,  December  6,  1S43.  The  paternal 
graiulfatlu'i-,  Henry  Jones,  was  Ijnrn  at  Can- 
terlniry,  N.II.,  married  a  lady  of  French 
ancestry,  and  moved  to  Wlieelock,  Cale- 
donia Connty,  Vl.,  where  he  secured  some 
new  land,  cleareil  a  farm,  and  established 
a  Iiome.  On  that  farm  John  Jones,  the 
father  of  the  snbject  of  tliis  sketch,  was 
l)orn,  and  early  in  life  l)ecame  accnstomed  to 
agricultural  work.  lie  obtained  a  fair  educa- 
tion, and  learnetl  the  business  of  surveying. 
On  tlie  deatli  of  his  wife  lie  went  West  on 
business  connected  with  his  profession,  and 
it  is  supposed  tjiat  he  died  in  one  of  the 
Western  States  or  Territories. 

JNIr.  D.  I).  Jones,  of  tiiis  mention,  at  the 
time  of  his  mother's  deatli,  and  when  his 
father  left  for  the  West,  was  but  eighteen 
months  old,  and  livetl  with  an  uncle  of  liis 
mother,  David  Fuller.  The  latter  dietl  when 
our  subject  was  but  twelve  years  of  age,  and 
he  was  left  alone  in  the  world.  Iieing  of  a 
brave  disposition,  he  started  out  to  earn  his 
own  living,  finding  work  here  and  there,  and 
picldng  up  an  education  as  lie  had  opportu- 
nity. Ilis  chance  for  attending  school  was 
limited;  but  he  was  gifted  with  large  powers 
of  obscrvaticui,  and  b)'  his  oTvn  efforts  suc- 
ceeded in  actiuiring  a  fair  amount  of  practical 
knowledge.  When  eighteen  years  old,  he 
found  employment  in  the  Fairbanks  Scale 
Works  at  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt. ;  and  with  char- 
acteristic determination  lie  soon  made  liini- 
self  familiar  witli  the  business,  observed  the 
method  and  details  of  manufacture,  and  be- 
came  an    expert    scale-maker,      lie    remained 


with  this  firm  in  different  capacities  till 
1SS2,  when  he  came  to  Hinghamton  as  super- 
intendent of  the  Jones  Scale  Works,  taking 
charge  of  the  factoiy  when  it  was  a  compara- 
tively small  concern  and  eni[iloying  but  few 
men.  It  was  under  his  management  that  this 
scale  attained  so  high  a  reputation  and  its 
sale  reached  such  large  proportions.  I\lr. 
Jones  remained  in  this  position  until  Febru- 
ary, 1893;  and,  when  he  left  the  factory,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men  were  emiiloyed  there. 
He  had  now  reached  tlie  time  in  life  when  lie 
felt  tliat  he  should  have  a  business  of  his 
own.  Having  successfully  managed  affairs  for 
others,  he  desired  to  turn  Jiis  energies  more 
to  his  own  account.  Seeking  an  opportunity 
of  doing  this,  he  finally  succeeded  in  perfect- 
ing an  arrangement  by  which  he  obtained 
possession  of  the  Otseningo  Mills.  This 
mill  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  country,  aiul 
had  enjoyed  a  large  trade;  but,  finding  its 
patronage  on  the  wane,  Mr.  Jones  took  hold 
of  the  business  in  earnest,  and  prosecuted 
it  so  succcssfuly  that  it  now  liids  fair  to  out- 
strip tiie  favor  it  received  during  its  palmiest 
days.  I'ersonally,  Mr.  Jones  is  of  a  pleasant 
social  disposition,,  possesses  the  leading  cpial- 
ities  of  a  true  maniiood,  and  is  best  appreci- 
ated by  th(5se  who  know  him  best.  lie  is  a 
member  of  Passumpsic  Lodge,  A.  V.  &  A.  M., 
of   St.   Johnsbury,    Vt. 

He  was  married  December  27,  1S72,  to 
Miss  Ida  F.  Morrison,  of  St.  Johnshurv, 
daughter  of  l_~)avid  and  Lauretta  G.  (lOastman) 
Morrison.  ]\Trs.  Jones  was  liorn  in  T5radfor(l, 
Vt.,    and    comes    fiom   an    old    and    respected 
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family.  Ilcr  father  was  a  manufacturer  of 
sash,  doors,  and  hlinds,  and  was  a  man  of  in- 
fluence in  Ills  community.  He  was  a  member 
of  tlie  Metliodist  lipiscopal  cluirch  for  many 
years,  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath  school, 
and  was  noted  for  his  sterling  integrity. 
From  a  history  of  the  Morrison  family  jjub- 
lished  in  iSSo  by  I.eonard  A.  Morrison,  we 
find  it  has  been  traced  jjack  to  John  Morrison, 
who  was  born  at  Londonderry,  Ireland,  about 
1720.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  have  four  chil- 
dren—Stella M.,  I';thel  G.,  Ida  Marguerite, 
and   l-lleanor   M. 


"ENRY    R.    WOODRUFF,    a    prosper- 

jr^l       ous    young  merchant   of   the   town   of 
1 1^  1 

Windsor,    was  born   in  Wellsville, 

Montgomery  County,  N.Y.,  December  17, 
1862,  son  of  II.  R.  and  Mildred  (Maupin) 
Woodruff,  his  fatlier  being  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  and  his  mother  of  Missouri.  Mr. 
II.  R.  Woodruff  was  a  civil  engineer,  and 
followed  that  employment  on  different  rail- 
roads, being  a  successful  man 'in  his  depart- 
ment. Their  two  children  were:  Henry  R. ; 
and  lone,  Mrs.  I'".  W.  Comstock,  residing  in 
Coloratlo.  Mr.  Woodryff  died  at  the  early 
age   of   thirty-one   years. 

TJic  subject  of  this  sketcii  attended  suc- 
cessively the  high  school  of  Windsor,  the 
Winilsor  Academy,  and  Pennsylvania  Mili- 
tary Academy,  and  then  went  to  the  Colorado 
State  School  of  Mines.  Tliere  lie  learned 
the  art  of  examining  metallic  ores,  or  assay- 
ing, and   followetl    it   for  about   three  years  in 


Cidorado.  lie  then  returned  to  Windsor, 
where  he  liail  grown  to  manhood,  and  in  1890 
engaged  in  business,  conducting  a  general 
store  with  diaries  Dusenbury.  In  1892, 
selling  out  his  interest,  he  started  a  hard- 
ware store,  and  now  has  one  of  the  largest 
stocks  in  that  line  in  the  village.  It  is  said 
that  his  sales  average  eighteen  thousand  dol- 
lars per  year. 

In  1 891  Mr.  Woodruff  married  Miss  Min- 
nie Lyons,  daughter  of  Charles  J.  and  Laura 
(Rol)erts)  Lyons,  llcr  father  is  a  well- 
known  resident  of  Windsor,  wliere  his  hand- 
some home,  long  known  as  the  old  Stow  farm, 
is  one  of  the  attractive  places.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Woodruff  have  one  daughter,  Virginia 
F.  Althougli  but  a  little  over  thirty  years 
of  age,  Mr.  Woodruff  has  already  attained  a 
prominent  and  popular  position  in  both  politi- 
cal and  social  life  in  his  town.  Me  is  a  pro- 
nounced Democrat,  and  believes  in  the  sturdy 
princii)les  of  that  old  and  well-tricil  party. 
Cultivated,  refined,  and  agreeable  in  social 
circles,  he  and  his  wife  have  a  host  of  friends; 
and  their  home  is  a  pleasant  gatliering  [dace 
for  the  best  people  of  their  town. 


^FSLIh:  M.  WILSON,  the  present  Treas- 
urer and  Manager  of  tlie  Fmjiire  drain 
&  IClevator  Company,  lias  brouglit 
that  corporation  to  its  jiresent  high  standing 
liy  his  own  endeavor  and  application.  The 
company  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of 
conducting  a  general  grain  and  ship|iing  busi- 
ness   in    a    wholesale   way,    with    the    avowed 
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intention,  so  far  as  possible,  to  avoid  tlie 
small  transactions  incident  to  a  retail  trade. 
It  was  incorporated  May  ii,  1S91,  having 
begun  ojierations  to  a  considerable  extent 
the  [irevious  January.  The  capital  stock  is 
seventy-five  thousand  dollars.  The  elevator 
and  warehouse  is  located  on  Robinson  Street, 
having  connections  with  the  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna &  Western,  the  Delaware  &  Hudson, 
anil  the  h'rie  Railroads.  The  business  ex- 
tends through  the  Middle  and  Kastern  States, 
and  they  handle  Western  grain  and  hay  to  a 
large  extent.  The  efficiency  of  the  manage- 
ment is  well  evidenced  by  the  transactions 
of  the  concern,  which  amount  to  about  one 
million   dollars   annually. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  born  at  Wilkesbarre,  ?a., 
September  25,  i860,  a  son  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  (McLean)  Wilson.  Thomas  Wilson 
settled  there  in  1843,  and  was  Cashier  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  that  city  for  twenty- 
five  years.  Alexander  McLean,  the  grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  lliis  sketch,  came  to 
that  section  of  country  about  1S25  from  the 
north  of  Ireland,  where  Thomas,  his  son,  was 
born.  The  latter  came  alone,  when  eighteen 
years  old,  to  Summit  Hill,  and  there  engaged 
in  merchandising,  his  fathei*  lieing  largely 
interested  in  mining  enterjirises.  Subse- 
quently he  came  to  Wilkesbarre,  and  organ- 
ized the  First  National  Bank,  and  there  died 
in  1890.  Mrs.  Mary  McLean  Wilson  died 
early  in  life.  Tliey  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  people  of  character  and 
influence,  who  contributed  much  toward  the 
social  and  moral  status  of  tlie  community. 


Leslie  M.  Wilson  was  of  Irish  and  Scotch 
extraction.  Mis  education  in  the  public 
schools  at  Wilkesbarre  was  supplemented  by 
a  classical  course  of  study  at  Lawrence,  N.J., 
so  that,  having  fine  natural  abilities  to  begin 
with,  he  started  out  well  equijjped  for  the 
work  of  life,  and  has  been  very  successful  in 
whatever  he  has  undertaken.  He  was  gradu- 
ated in  1877,  and  soon  after  engaged  with 
Hancock  Greier  &  Co.  of  Wilkesbarre,  where 
he  had  his  first  experience  in  the  grain  busi- 
ness. He  soon  learned  the  details  of  the 
trade,  and  remained  about  four  years,  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  time  having  charge  of  the 
office  at  Wilkesbarre  and  at  Scranton.  He 
then  accepted  a  position  with  the  Western 
Mill  Company  of  Scranton,  being  j^ractically 
the  manager  of  the  grain  department.  He 
remained  with  them  ten  years,  or  until  the 
organization  of  the  Empire  Grain  &  Elevator 
Company. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Nellie  Orr,  daugh- 
ter of  Albert  (^rr  of  Wilkesbarre,  by  whom 
he  has  five  children;  namely,  Lester  Maclean, 
Priscilla  C).,  Tlu)mas  Albert,  Margaret  E., 
and   Alexander. 

Albert  S.  Orr  and  his  wife  Priscilla,  the 
father  and  mother  of  Mrs.  Wilson,  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  the  Wyoming 
Valley,  and  experienced  many  of  the  hard- 
ships of  those  trying  times,  including  the 
Indian  massacre  and  other  notable  events. 
Mr.  Leslie  M.  Wilson  stands  high  among  the 
business  men  of  the  city  of  ]5inghamton,  and 
deservedly  has  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
the  community. 
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JOLOMON.J.  KKLLEY,  a  prominent 
representative  of  tlie  engraver's  art 
in  the  city  of  Binghamton,  has  his 
office  and  workshoi)  at  166  Water  Street, 
where  he  occupies  a  wliole  floor  of  the  old 
Republican  Block.  He  is  there  engaged  in 
wood  engraving,  photo-engraving,  zinc  etch- 
ing, electrotyping,  and  brass  sign  work.  Me 
established  the  plant  here  on  February  12, 
iSSg.  He  gives  employment  to  six  men,_  and 
does  a  large  business.  He  was  born  at  Buf- 
falo, N.Y.,  July  10,  1866,  a  son  of  Henry  S. 
and  Margaret  Kelley.  Henry  S.  Kelley, 
who  is  still  living  in  Ikiffalo,  not  actively 
engaged  now  in  any  business,  was  engaged 
with  Jewett  &  Rutt's  stove  foundry  for  thirty- 
five  years,  occupying  various  positions,  among 
them  that  of  foreman  of  tiie  pattern-mak- 
ing de])artment.  He  was  born  at  Palatine 
Bridge,  Montgomery  County,  N.Y.,  and  was 
a  son  of  Solomon  Kelley,  who  was  a  farmer, 
and  one  of  tlie  older  settlers  of  the  county. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was. educated  in 
the  city  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  there  learned 
his  trade  with  Gies  &  Co.,  remaining  with 
them  ten  years,  becoming  proficient  in  many 
of  the  departments.  After  travelling  for  a 
time  as  a  business  agent  iii  New  York,  Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio,  and  Indiana,  he  came  here, 
and  established  the  first  enterprise  of  its  kind 
of  any  considerable  capacity  in  this  section  of 
the  country.  His  business  has  been  a  suc- 
cess, and  deservetlly  so;  for  tlie  work  is  as 
good  as  can  be  obtainetl  in  any  of  the  larger 
cities.  Under  his  efficient  management  it 
has    increased    rajjidly,    one    man    and    a    boy 


being  all  the  help  he  could  utilize  at  the 
beginning.  Mr.  Kelley  was  married  in  Buf- 
falo on  April  23,  1S90,  to  Miss  Jennie  M. 
Stock.  He  is  a  member  of  the  German  h'van- 
gelical  church,  a  genial  gentleman,  with 
bright    prospects   for   the   future. 


■r^TER15ERT  LONGENDYKE,  secretary 
1^  I  of  the  Binghamton  Wagon  Works, 
^•^ — '  traces  his  ancestry  through  several 
generations  to  the  old  Dutch  Knickerbocker 
stock  which  founded  the  goodly  city  of  New 
Amstenlani,  now  New  York.  His  father, 
A.  M.  Longendyke,  married  Miss  Mary  A. 
Wright,  and  made  his  home  at  Griffin's  Cor- 
ners, Delaware  County,  N.Y.,  where  he  was 
a  business  man,  conducting  for  many  years 
a  tannery,  and  being  afterwards  engaged  in 
the  making  of  stone  flagging.  He  moved  to 
Ulster  County  about  the  year  1870,  and  is 
now  in  business  at  High  Falls  in  that  coun'ty. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
a4id  also  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, and  with  his  wife  is  an  ardent  and  faith- 
ful supporter  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Herbert,  our  subject,  was  born  at  Griffin's 
Corners  July  24,  1S65,  and  after  obtaining 
his  primary  education  in  tlie  common  scliools 
of  that  place  went  to  Poughkeepsic,  first  pur- 
suing his  studies  at  the  College  Hill  School, 
and  finishing  at  the  Eastman's  Business  Col- 
lege. He  then  took  a  position  as  book-keci)er 
in  a  dry-goods  store  at  I'oughkeepsie,  which 
he     left    to    engage    in   lousiness   for    himself; 
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but,  on  receiving  a  favorable  offer  from  tlie 
Cortland  Wagon  Company  at  Cortland,  N.Y., 
he  entered  the  office  of  that  firm,  and  there 
obtained  his  first  knowledge  of  the  wagon 
business.  Mr.  I,oiigendyke  remained  with 
this  company  until  tlie  formation  of  the 
Binghamton  Wagon  Works  in  1888,  when, 
having  been  tendered  the  position  of  secre- 
tary, he  removed  to  ]3inghamton,  N.Y.  He 
combined  with  this  office  that  of  acting  treas- 
urer, which  he  lillecl  until  the  growth  of  the 
business  demanded  another  person  for  that 
position.  Me  has  held  the  office  of  secretary 
since  the  commencement  of  the  enter^jrise. 
This  extensive  business  was  organized  and 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of 
New  York  in  188S,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$50,000,  the  officers  being  George  A.  Kent, 
president;  R.  D.  Woodford,  superintendent; 
Herbert  Longendyke,  secretary;  and  Ellis 
W.    Morse,    treasurer. 

The  building  was  contracted  for  and  built 
in  the  summer  of  18SS,  being  200  x  65  feet, 
the  main  part  consisting  of  five  stories  and 
basement,  with  four  stories  and  basement  for 
the  end  sections.  These  are  divided  into 
different  departments  for  the  manufacture  of 
pleasure  vehicles  mainl)'  and  some  business 
wagons.  Their  work  is  of  a  \ery  high  grade, 
aiul  everything  is  coiuplele  from  the  raw 
luaterial  to  the  finish.  The  plant,  which  is 
one  of  the  largest  in  the  city,  is  advantage- 
ously situated  at  the  corner  of  Abljott  .Street 
and  IJroad  Avenue,  having  switching  facili- 
ties with  the  many  railways  that  enter  the 
city  of   Binghamton.      The  company  do  an  en- 


tirely wholesale  trade,  employing  on  an  aver- 
age one  hundred  and  twenty-five  men,  all 
well  skilled,  and  many  times  having  to  use 
a  larger  force,  the  works  having  been  run 
continuously  since  tlieir  o|)ening.  The  secre- 
tary has  charge  of  the  selling  and  of  the 
credit  accounts. 

Mr.  Longendyke  was  married  to  Miss  Iva 
L.,  daughter  of  John  Davis  of  Marathon, 
Broome  County,  N.Y.,  May  30,  1887.  They 
have  a  family  of  two  children,  Irma  and 
Marie.  In  the  social  world  Mr.  Longendyke 
is  a  member  of  the  Binghamton  Club,  and  in 
the  Fire  Department  belongs  to  Excelsior 
Hook  and  Ladder  Company.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Longendyke  attend  the  First  Presbyterian 
church  of  l^inghamton,  of  which  the  latter  is 
a  professed  member.  Mr.  Longendyke  is 
comparatively  a  recent  citi/.en  in  Binghamton, 
but  by  his  energy  and  industry  has  accom- 
plished much  toward  its  progress.  His 
genial  and  friendly  dispusition  has  made  him 
hosts  of  friends,  and  his  pleasant  home  at  No. 
192  Front  Street  is  the  centre  of  a  delightful 
social   circle. 

EMIRE  D.  v\DAMS,  V.S.,  a  veter- 
inarian of  large  experience,  is  a 
lesident  of  Binghamton,  and  has 
been  in  active  practice  here  since  1880,  being 
well  qualified  for  his  work.  lie  was  born  in 
Sherburne,  N.Y.,  Jan.  27,  1847,  a  son  of 
Adam  and  Lovina  (I'liillips)  Atlams.  IHs 
grandfather  was  from  Dutchess  County,  New 
York;  anil  the  lineage  of  the  family  traces 
back    to    the    New    England    settlers.       Adam 
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Ailams  was  by  occupation  a  contractor  and 
builder,  and  was  also  a  dealer  in  livestock, 
particularly  in  horses.  He  was  cpiite  a  prom- 
inent man  in  the  community  where  he  lived, 
served  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  was  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  took  an  active  part 
generally  in  the  enterprises  of  the  town  and 
county.  Born  shortly  after  the  beginning  of 
the  century,  he  is  now  past  ninety  years  old. 
He  still  lives  in  Sherburne,  a  highly  re- 
spected citizen,  a  man  of  good  record,  spend- 
ing his  declining  days  near  the  scene  of  his 
active  life. 

Young  Adams  was  educated  at  Sherburne 
in  the  common  schools  and  at  Cazenovia 
Seminary,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1867. 
After  remaining  for  a  time  with  his  father, 
he  started  out  for  himself,  going  to  New  York 
and  engaging  in  the  commission  business, 
which  he  followed  for  six  years.  He  began 
his  professional  studies  under  the  direction  of 
a  physician,  Dr.  Owen,  of  Sherburne,  and 
afterward  studied  with  eminent  professors  in 
New  York  City,  where  he  attended  lectures. 
His  father  was  a  great  lover  of  the  horse,  antl 
the  Doctor  inherited  a  fonilness  for  this  noble 
animal.  His  attention  was  therefore  early 
attracted  to  the  branch  of  ^study  and  practice 
he  has  so  long  followed.  After  a  careful 
preparation  Dr.  Adams  travelled  over  the 
country,  giving  lectures  on  diseases  of  tlie 
horse,  and  finally  settled  for  a  time  at  Nor- 
wich in  Chenango  County,  whence  he  went  to 
New  York  City,  remaining  there  eight  years, 
and  then  came  to  Binghamton,  where  he  has 
since  followed   the   practice  of   his  profession 


with  success.  lie  has  established  such  a 
reputation  that  it  is  impossible  for  him  to 
attend  personally  to  all  the  demands  made 
upon  him,  his  practice  extending  over  a  con- 
siderable territory.  II is  wife  was  formerly 
Miss   Sarah   Bucll,    of   North    Norwich. 


tEUBICN  II.  WATERS,  clerk  of  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of 
— ^  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  was  born  at 
Kingston,  Pa.,  July  14,  1836,  son  of  Philip 
and  Hannah  (Rogeis)  Waters.  His  father  was 
born  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  went  to 
Kingston  in  early  life,  permanently  engaging 
there  in  the  woollen  manufacturing  business. 
His  mother  was  born  in  Connecticut  of  the 
old  Rogers  family.  The  parents  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  l4)iscopal  church,  anil 
died  some  years  ago. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  of  Kingston,  Pa.,  anil  "at 
Wyoming  Seminary,  after  whicli  he  worked 
with  and  for  his  father;  but  before  he  was 
twenty-one  years  old  he  started  for  himself 
as  book-keeper  and  accountant  in  Wilkes- 
barre,  Pa.  He  was  in  this  employment  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  when  he  enlisted 
April  16,  1S61,  in  Company  F,  Eighth  Vol- 
unteer Infantry  Regiment,  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  General 
Patterson  at  the  time  of  the  first  battle  of  Bull 
Run.  For  the  first  three  months  he  saw  tfo 
active  service,  and  at  the  close  of  this  term 
of  enlistment  lie  returned  to  his  home  for  a 
few  weeks.      He  then  re-enlisted   in   Company 
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A,  Fifty-second  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, and  went  at  once  to  the  Peninsula, 
where  he  was  in  all  the  campaigns  under  Gen- 
eral MeClellan,  participating  in  the  hottest 
fights.  For  gallantry  on  the  field  he  was 
promoted  to  the  second  Lieutenancy,  and  then 
was  ordered  to  Charleston,  S.C.,  where  lie 
received  an  appointment  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  as  Assistant  Commissary,  the  duties 
of  which  divided  his  time  between  Charles- 
ton, S.C.,  and  Jacksonville  and  St.  Augus- 
tine, Fla.  In  this  jiosition  he  remained  luitil 
his  regiment  was  mustered  out,  at  which  time 
lie  made  an  ajiplication  for  his  own  discharge; 
but,  the  Secretary  of  War  not  granting  his 
request,  he  remained  in  the  United  States 
service  six  months  longer,  making  his  whole 
time  three  years  and  nine  months. 

Mr.  Waters  then  returned  to  Wilkesbarre, 
and  became  engaged  in  the  fire  insurance 
business,  which  he  carried  on  for  four  years. 
In  1879  he  moved  to  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  and 
took  charge  of  the  agency  of  Paige,  Chaffee 
&  Co.,  remaining  with  them  until  the  com- 
pany dissolved.  Before  coming  to  Bingliam- 
ton  to  reside,  he  had  lived  for  a  few  years  in 
Scranton,  Pa.,  and  for  one  year  was  a  mem- 
ber   of  the  City  Council  there. 

Mr.  Waters  married  Miss  Anna  Pessecker 
of  Scranton,  Pa.;  and  three  children  have 
been  Ijorn  to  them,  of  whom  only  two  are 
living— Ilattie  (Mrs.  P.  M.  Palmatier)  of 
New  Berlin,  N.Y.,  and  Ida,  wife  of  W.  C. 
ICldridge,  of  Binghamton  The  family  are 
members   oi   the   Methodist  h'piscopal  church. 

Mr.    Waters    is    a    strong    adliLrent    of    the 


Republican  party,  but  is  not  an  aspirant  for 
political  honors.  lie  is  devotedly  attacheil 
to  tlie  cause  of  the  veterans,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Joseph  J.  Bartlett  Post,  No.  66S,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  of  which  he  is  Adju- 
tant. Me  is  also  Adjutant  of  Dickinson  Com- 
mand No.  10,  Union  Veterans'  Union.  Me 
is  recording  scribe  of  Palestine  Castle,  Mys- 
tic Chain,  and,  while  interested  in  Masonic 
circles  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odtl 
Fellows,  having  been  through  all  the  chairs, 
is  not  active  in  those  societies  at  the  present 
time.  Being  fidly  competent  to  the  duties  of 
his  position  on  the  Boaril  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners, he  is  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place. 

'^OHN  LA  GRANGE,  of  Binghamton, 
who  is  in  the  real  estate  business,  is 
of  Muguenot,  or  French  Protestant, 
descent,  and  can  trace  his  lineage  back  for 
eleven  generations  to  ancestors  who  moved 
from  I'rance  to  lloUand,  whence  some  of  the 
family  came  to  the  United  States.  Me  was 
born  at  Vestal,  Broome  County,  December  8, 
1S58,  a  son  of  William  A.  and  Deborah 
(Reed)  La  Grange.  Mis  great-great-grand- 
father, who  hatl  before  him  l)orne  the  name 
John  La  Grange,  was  a  patriotic  soldier  in 
the  war  of  tlie  American  Revolution,  and 
had  many  of  the  experiences  of  army  life  and 
hardship  incident  to  that  struggle.  Me  came 
to  Bingliamton  from  Eli/.abeth,  N.J.,  when 
the  country  was  new,  assistetl  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  its  social  and  political  life,  was  the 
Presiilenl   of  one   ni  ihu  fust  banking  institu- 
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tions  here,  and  did  his  full  share  of  work 
in  the  devclo[)ment  of  the  city  and  county 
at  that  early  day.  llalsey  I.a  Grange,  the 
grandfather  of  the  suhject  of  the  present 
sketch,  was  also  horn  in  Vestal,  and  made  his 
settlement  in  the  town  of  Vestal,  on  wliat  is 
now  known  as  the  Phelps  farm,  in  wliich 
vicinity  he  purchased  about  three  thousand 
acres  of  land.  He  married  Miss  Experience 
Stoddard,  a  daughter  of  Judge  Stoddard,  who 
was  a  prominent  man  here  years  ago,  and  will 
be  remembered  in  connection  with  the  politi- 
cal affairs  of  the  county  at  an  early  date, 
llalsey  La  Grange  continued  in  this  county 
through  life,  engaged  in  farming,  dealing  in 
lumber  and  in  general  merchandise.  He  was 
a  good  business  man,  and  had  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  the  community. 

William  A.,  the  father  of  the  younger 
John,  spent  his  early  days  in  the  town  of 
Vestal,  coming  to  l^inghamton  in  1868,  where 
he  engaged  in  contracting  and  building  in 
the  city  and  country,  remaining  here  till  his 
death,  which  occurred  March  i,  1S86.  His 
wife,  Deborah  Reed,  was  also  born  in  the 
town  of  Vestal,  a  daughter  of   Ransom  Reed. 

John  La  Grange  came  to  l?inghamton  when 
ten  years  old,  and,  having  received  his  ele- 
mentary education  in  this  city,  proiited  by  a 
course  of  study  in  the  famous  Phillips  Acad- 
emy at  Andover,  Mass.  He  then  obtained 
a  situation  as  commercial  traveller  for  a  man- 
ufacturer of  furniture,  in  which  business  he 
continued  for  a  number  of  years  and  until 
about  ten  years  ago,  when  he  established  the 
Real    Estate  Agency  which    now  occupies   his 


attention,  his  office  being  in  the  Ackcrman 
Building.  He  possesses  good  business  abil- 
ity, was  a  director  of  the  West  Side  Street 
Railway,  and  .Secretary  of  the  same  until  its 
consolidation  with  the  Court  .Street  line.  Hi.- 
has  been  a  School  Commissioner  for  the  city, 
representing  the  Third  and  P'ourth  Wards. 
His  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Cirace  Butterfield, 
of  Schultzvillc,  Pa.  They  are  attendants  and 
supporters  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church. 
Mr.  La  Grange  is  connected  with  the  Masonic 
Order,  being  a  member  of  Otseningo  Lodge, 
A.  E.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  l^inghamton   Chapter. 


6ThOMAS  B.  MERCHANT,  a  prominent 
1^1  and  rising  young  attorney  of  ]5ingham- 
ton,  N.Y.,  was  born  in  De  Ruyter,  Madison 
County,  N.Y.,  July  3,  1857,  son  of  Joseph 
W.  and  Delala  IL  (Taber)  Merchant.  Mr. 
Joseph  Merchant,  who  is  a  descendant  of  one 
of  the  old  Scotch  pioneer  families  of  Madison 
County,  New  York,  was  for  some  years  en- 
gaged as  a  dealer  in  general  merchandise. 
At  the  time  of  the  construction  of  the  Mid- 
land Railroad  he  became  a  PJirector  and  one 
of  the  active  men  in  the  building  of  the  road. 
He  was  also  the  agent  empowered  to  buy  all 
of  the  right  of  way  for  this  railway.  He  was 
member  of  Assembly  for  Madison  County  for 
one  year,  and  was  a  prominent  and  represen- 
tative citizen  during  his  residence  there. 

In  his  boyhiiod  Thomas  pursued  his  ele- 
mentary studies  at  the  seminary  of  De  Ruyter, 
and  then  attended  the  Military  Academy  at 
Chester,    Pa.,    for    three    years,    going    froni 


BIOGRAPHICAL   REVIEW 


78s 


tlicrc  to  a  boarding-school  at  Stockbridgc, 
Mass.,  where  he  went  throui^li  an  excellent 
ck^ssical  course.  lie  read  hiw  with  Y).  S. 
Richards,  Ksci.,  of  15ingliamtoii,  N.V.,  re- 
maining in  his  office  from  Octolier  14,  1S77, 
until  January  20,  1S79,  and  next  going  into 
the  office  of  the  Mon.  D.  S.  Curran  of  the 
same  city,  where  he  studied  until  his  admis- 
sion to  the  bar  as  an  attorney,  January  28, 
1 88 1.  January  27,  18S2,  he  received  the 
title  of  Counsellor,  and  immediately  opened 
an  office  at  the  corner  of  Court  and  State 
Streets  in  Binghamton,  where  he  practised 
alone  until  the  admission  of  his  brother  to 
the  bar,  when  the  present  [lartnership  of  T.  B. 
antl  L.  l\T.  Merchant  was  formed.  Their 
business  takes  them  before  all  the  courts, 
and  they  have  been  eminently  successful 
since  starting  in  their  profession.  Mr. 
Tliomas  B.  Merchant  is  unmarried,  and  re- 
sides in  his  fatlier's  home.  No.  92  ]\Iain 
Street. 

A  brief  sketch  of  Mr.  Leslie  M.  Merchant, 
his  brother  and  ass(jciate  partner,  will  not  be 
out  of  place  here.  Leslie  was  born  at  De 
Ruyter,  October  10,  i860,  antl  received  his 
early  education  at  the  De  Ruyter  .Seminary 
and  at  ilifferenl  piiwile  schotJs.  He  read  law 
with  his  hiolhei  'rhumas,  aiul  was  adniiUed 
to  the  hai-  on  examination  at  Syracuse,  N.V., 
l\Iay  3,  18S9,  and  immediately  formed  the 
partnership  now  existing  tor  the  jjractice  of 
law  in  Binghamton.  On  October  30,  1890, 
Mr.  Leslie  M.  Merchant  married  Miss  Ilattie 
M.,  ilaughter  of  Harvey  Wescott,  a  promi- 
nent find   wealthy   merchant    of    Binghamton. 


The  brothers  had  the  misfortune  in  I  89 1  to 
lose  their  estimable  m<ither,  who  was  a  truly 
good  Christian  woman,  and  deeply  iiUeresteti 
in  all  charities,  the  City  Hospital,  of  which 
she  was  one  of  the  original  managers,  finding 
in  her  a  great  benefactress.  Since  her  death 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leslie  I\Ierchant  have  resided 
with  Mr.  Joseph  VV.  Merchant,  the  father, 
over  whose  household  Mrs.  Merchant  grace- 
fully and  capably  presides.  The  family  are- 
prominent  attendants  and  supporters  of  the 
I'Trst  Presbyterian    Church   of   liinghamton. 


^T^ARVIN  R.  LATIIROP  was  born 
l-'ebruary  i,  1S13,  in  the  town  of 
Amenia,  Dutchess  County,  N.Y., 
son  of  Daniel  and  Lydia  (Stevens)  Lathrop, 
both  natives  of  that  town  and  county.  His 
paternal  grandfather  moved  from  Massachu- 
setts to  Dutchess  County,  New  York,  and  was 
among  its  first  settlers.  He  was  a  wagon- 
maker  by  trade,  which  occu])ation  he  followed 
through  life.  He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty,  , 
having  reared  five  children,  as  follows:  Wal- 
ter, Daniel,  Anore,  David,  and  Silas.  This 
grantlfather  Lathrop  was  a  deacon  in  the  I'res- 
bylerian  churcli,  and  in  his  politics  was  a 
Democrat. 

Daniel  Lallirop  grew  lo  manhootl  in  the 
town  of  Amenia,  where  he  owned  a  farm. 
He  followed  carpentering  and  wagon-making 
for  his  livelihood.  Here  his  ten  children 
were  reared,  of  whom  three  are  now  living  — 
Marvin,  the  eldest;  luiphemia,  widow  of 
Stephen    D.  Br.itt,  residing    in    Lisle,  l-froome 
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County,  N.Y.;  and  Amy,  Mrs.  Clark,  who  re- 
sides in  Binghamton,  N.Y.  Mr.  Lathrop's 
faliiLT  died  at  about  the  age  of  seventy.  He 
was  an  elder  in  the  Methodist  church,  and  he 
and  his  wife  were  sincere  and  devoted  dis- 
ciples of  that  faith. 

Marvin  R.  was  reared  in  the  town  of 
Anienia,  and  received  a  good  eilucation  in 
the  district  schools,  although  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  he  began  working  on  a  farm,  where 
he  received  five  dollars  a  month  for  his  first 
work,  continuing  at  this  until  he  was  eighteen 
years  old,  when  he  learned  the  wagon-maker's 
trade  in  tlie  town  of  Sharon,  Conn.  He 
afterwards  moved  back  to  the  town  of  Ame- 
nia,  and  there  carried  on  his  trade  for  some 
five  years,  in  connection  with  carpentering, 
which  he  followed  until  1840.  At  that  time 
he  came  to  Broome  County;  and,  after  re- 
maining in  Binghamton  for  one  year,  he 
moved  to  Conklin,  and  bought  the  farm  where 
he  now  resides.  This  land  was  then  a  wil- 
derness, and  he  vigorously  set  to  work  to 
clear  and  make  a  farm.  He  had  to  cut  a  road 
to  his  place,  the  sound  of  the  woodman's  axe 
being  a  novelty  to  the  wild  birds  and  beasts, 
which  were  plentiful  in  the  forests.  He  was 
a  hard-working  man,  and  blie  greater  part  of 
the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides  in  ease  and 
comfort  was  cleared  by  himself.  He  once 
sold  this  place,  and  owned  other  farms  in  the 
town  of  Conklin;  but  the  old  associations 
were  too  strong  for  him,  and  he  bought  the 
old  homestead  back  again,  and  will  here 
spend  the  rest  of  his  days.  He  and  his  good 
wife  are  among  the  oldest  and  most  venerated 


settlers,  not  only  in  the  town  of  Conklin,  but 
in  the  county. 

In  August  of  1834  Marvin  R.  Lathroj)  was 
marrieil  to  I\Iiss  ICliza  Darling,  who  was  l)oni 
in  Amenia,  October  25,  1813.  Her  parents 
were  David  and  Lovina  (Benton)  Darling, 
and  the  families  on  both  sides  were  among 
the  most  iirominent  of  IDutchess  County. 
They  had  ten  cliildren,  of  whom  three  are 
now  living  —  George  in  Ohio,  Andrew  in  the 
town  of  Conklin,  and  Eliza,  Mrs.  Lathrop. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lathrop  liave  been  blessed 
with  four  children,  all  of  whom  are  living; 
namely,  Sanford,  a  railroad  surveyor  in  Cali- 
fornia; Daniel,  a  machinist  at  Binghamton; 
Francis,  at  home;  and  Josephine,  wife  of 
Haviland  Lester,  Superintendent  of  the 
Crandall,  Stone  &  Co.  Works  of  Binghamton. 

Mr.  Lathrop  has  been  a  successful  and 
prosperous  farmer,  and  in  his  beautiful  home 
is  peacefully  spending  his  last  days.  He  has 
held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
twenty  years  successively,  and  in  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church,  of  which  he  and  his 
estimable  wife  are  true  and  earnest  members, 
has  been  an  officer  for  over  thirty-five  years. 
Since  the  organization  of  the  Repuljlican 
party,  Mr.  Lathrop  has  been  one  of  its  most 
active  workers,  and  is  a  stanch  adherent  of  its 
principles. 

T^HAUNCEY  W.  GOODRICH,  the  old- 
l  J|        est   settler  now  living  in   the  towii  of 

'  Sanford,  Broome   County,    was   born 

in  I'ompey,  Onondaga  County,  N.Y.,  Febru- 
ary  26,    1 82 1.      His    grandfather,    a  scion   of 
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one  of  the  old  Puritan  families  of  New  Eng- 
land, removed  to  Onondaga  County,  and 
settled  near  I'ompey  Hill,  buying  land  of  the 
Ononilaga  Indians  at  his  own  price.  He  and 
his  wife  died  when  nearly  eighty  years  of 
age,  and  were  burietl  in  tlie  same  grave. 
They  were  tlevoted  and  excellent  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Of  their  eight 
children,    none   are   living. 

Archibald  Goodrich,  father  of  Chauncey, 
was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  and  grew  to 
manhood  in  the  town  of  Pompey.  He  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  blacksmith,  and  in  his  last 
years  moved  to  Michigan,  settling  in  Lenawee 
County,  where  he  remained  until  his  tleath,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  His  wife, 
Mabel  Beebe,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Onon- 
daga County,  was  about  seventy-eight  years 
of  age  when  she  died  in  Michigan.  They 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  church,  and 
Archibald  was  a  Republican  in  politics.  Six 
of  their  nine  children  are  now  living; 
namely,  Mary,  (^Mrs.  Galusha),  of  Cortland 
County;  Electa,  of  Ohio;  Archibald,  of  Steu- 
ben County,  New  York;  Louis,  (jf  Ononilaga 
County;  John,  a  Comity  Judge  in  Ottawa, 
Michigan  County;  and  Chauncey  \V.  The 
three  who  died  were  Mary,*  at  five  years, 
Sarah,  at   twenty-five,    and    Harvey,  at   thirty. 

Chauncey  W.  Goodrich,  the  elde-st  of  these 
children,  lived  in  Onondaga  County  with  his 
parents  until  his  Iwenty-third  year.  He  had 
attended  the  district  schools  in  Onondaga 
County,  and  received  a  gootl  practical  eiluca- 
tion.  In  1845  he  removed  to  IJroome  County, 
and  settled  in  the  town  of   -Sanford.      Here  he 


was  engaged  by  the  Erie  Railway  Company, 
and  cut  down  the  first  tree  that  was  to  clear 
the  way  for  the  great  l'2rie  Railroad  through 
that  section.  He  worked  for  them  one  year, 
and  then  removed  to  Tioga  County,  where  he 
was  for  three  years  employed  in  lumbering. 

January  27,  1S47,  Mr.  Goodrich  married 
Miss  Sarah  M.  McClure,  who  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Sanford,  April  29,  1S22,  daughter  of 
David  and  LLinnah  (Springstien)  McClure. 
David  was  the  son  of  William  McClure,  an 
emigrant,  who  came  to  the  town  of  Sanford  in 
17S7,  and  was  one  of  the  very  first  white  set- 
tlers here.  The  McClure  Settlement  is  named 
after  him.  When  William  McClure  lirst  ar- 
rived in  New  York  State,  he  taught  school 
in  the  counties  of  Dutchess  and  Orange;  but, 
having  learned  surveying,  he  starteil  out  in 
the  employment  of  P'isher  &  Newton,  to  sur- 
vey their  tracts  of  land  situated  near  l^eposit. 
The  log  caliin  which  he  built,  because  of  its 
superior  workmanship  and  size,  was  called  the 
Castle.  lie  lived  here  about  three  seasons, 
with  no  comiianion  but  a  faithful  dog,  and 
surveyed  the  large  tract  of  his  employers 
(Fislier  &  Newton)  into  lots  of  one  square 
mile  each.  An  incident  of  the  sagacity  of 
his  dog  is  worth  relating  here.  Mr.  McClure 
was  taken  very  ill  with  fever,  and  would  have 
died,  had  not  this  intelligent  animal  made  his 
way  to  the  nearest  settlement,  and  by  his 
signs  of  evident  distress  compelled  an  Jntlian 
trader  there,  named  llynback,  t(j  accompany 
him  to  the  Castle,  liy  careful  niu'sing  he 
was  brought  to  recovery.  Mr.  McClure  re- 
turned  to   Orange   Count)-,  and   ll\ere  married 
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Miss  Sarah  Fariihani  in  February  of  1791. 
1 1  itt'liiiiL;  a  light  slcil  tn  his  liorsc,  he  Ijroiiglit 
liis  wife  ami  a  few  articles  of  househokl  furni- 
ture through  the  trackless  forest  in  this  in- 
clement season,  a  joiuney  of  over  one  lunulred 
miles.  After  his  marriage  he  bought  land  for 
about  one  shilling  an  acre  till  he  owned  about 
two  thousand  acres.  He  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ing men  of  this  vicinity,  and  died  after  a  life 
of  usefulness  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  years. 
His  wife  died  when  thirty-eight  years  old. 
There  were  nine  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McClure,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity. 
One  of  his  last  testamentary  acts  was  to  will 
to  the  McClure  Settlement  the  ground  for  the 
cemetery  at  that  place.  He  had  served  not 
only  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  but  also 
in  the  French  and  Indian  struggle. 

David  McClure,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Good- 
ricii,  was  born  at  the  McClure  Settlement, 
and  was  a  farmer  and  lumberman.  This  lat- 
ter business  was  the  main  industry,  as  the 
country  was  yet  heavily  co\'ered  with  timber, 
which  was  cut  into  logs  and  rafted  tlown  the 
Delaware  to  Philadelphia,  where  it  found  a 
ready  market,  lie  owned  over  one  hundred 
and  seventy  acres  where  he  lived,  besides 
other  lots  in  the  town  of*Sanford.  lOavii.1  was 
a  hard-working  ami  enterprising  man,  and  in 
addition  to  his  farming  and  lumbering  inter- 
ests carried  on  the  business  of  a  miller.  He 
and  his  wife,  who  was  a  Miss  Springstien, 
died  at  advanced  ages.  They  reared  a  family 
of  nine  children,  of  whom  seven  are  now  liv- 
ing; namely,  Jacob,  in  15inghamton;  Sarah 
M.,    wife  of   Mr.    Goodrich;   Eliza,    widow   of 


Peter  Alexander,  residing  in  Spokane,  Wash. ; 
lulgar,  living  in  Sanford;  Hannah  (Mrs. 
lulward  Atwell),  of  'I'uscarora;  George  W., 
living  in  Windsor;  and  William  II.,  whose 
biograi)hy  a[)[)ears  in  connection  with  his 
sister,    Mrs.    Goodrich's,    in   this   sketch. 

William  H.  IMcClure  grew  to  manhood  in 
the  town  of  Sanford,  where  he  was  born  Feb- 
ruary I,  1817.  The  first  school  he  attended 
was  in  an  old  log  house,  where  the  course  of 
study  was  limited  to  the  most  rudimentary 
rules  of  reading,  writing,  and  spelling. 
Other  educational  advantages  came  to  him 
later,  but  he  still  looks  back  with  pleasure  to 
these  early  days  of  his  struggle  for  learn- 
ing. When  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  he 
started  to  earn  his  own  living,  and,  having 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter,  went  about  the 
country,  building  saw-mills.  He  was  besides 
a  great  hunter,  and  his  record  as  a  deer-slayer 
is  second  to  none  in  his  part  of  the  State. 
He  has  killed  about  eight  hundred  deer  in  his 
life,  having  followetl  hunting  as  a  regular 
'business  for  a  numlier  of  weeks  every  winter, 
and  averaging  as  many  as  four  in  a  ilay.  In 
connection  with  his  brother  he  bought  four 
hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of  land  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  resided  for  a  few 
years,  having  a  saw-mill  there  and  dealiiig  in 
lumber.  Returning  to  Sanford,  he  has  re- 
sided until  the  present  day  on  his  farm, 
which   consists   of  eighty-four  acres. 

Mr.  McClure  was  married  July  12, "  1846, 
to  Miss  Catherine  Wheeler.  She  was  born  in 
1823  on  the  farm  afterward  owned  by  her  hus- 
band.     Her  parents,  Levi  and  Martha  (Spen- 
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ccr)  Wheeler,  were  natives  of  New  York 
-Slate,  lie  born  in  Sanl'intl,  and  she  in  Kort- 
right,  aiul  were  aninni;  the  early  settlers  in 
the  vicinity  of  SanforJ.  Mrs.  McClure  dieJ 
September  27,  1S91,  aged  sixty-eight  years. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  McClure  have  had 
seven  children,  of  whom  six  are  living: 
Eleanora,  born  June  7,  1847  —  she  is  the 
widow  of  T.  Nicholson,  and  resides  in  Sara- 
toga, N.Y. ;  Maria  H.,  born  April  2,  1S49, 
wife  '  of  Samuel  Moore,  living  on  the  home 
farm;  Grace  A.,  born  June  7,  1851,  wife  of 
S.  Cleves,  residing  in  the  State  of  Maine; 
David  C,  born  September  19,  1S55,  living  at 
home;  Eugene,  born  August  6,  1S58,  living 
in  Sanford ;  Alexander  11.,  born  Se])tember 
26,  1S60,  residence  in  Montana;  Alice,  born 
1853,  and  died  1S57.  The  wife  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Clure was  a  Baptist,  and  in  his  religious 
views  Mr.  McClure  is  liberal.  He  is  a  vet- 
eran of  the  late  Civil  War,  having  enlisted 
August  11,  1862,  in  Company  A,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Thirty-seventh  Regiment,  New  York 
State  Volunteers,  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain .Stannard  and  Lieutenant  Owens.  He 
was  in  the  battles  of  Chancellursville  and 
Gettysburg,  and  in  the  latter  engagement 
was  seriously  wounded  in  thi?  left  leg,  which 
had  to  Ije  amputated.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged May  13,  1864.  He  is  a  member  of 
Eggleston  Post,  Grand  Army  Republic,  of 
Deposit.  On  the  farm  he  now  manages  Mr. 
McClure  has  a  large  and  remunerative  chiiry. 
Chauncey  W.  Goodrich  returned  to  the 
town  of  Sanford  from  Tioga  County  in  185  i, 
and  has  resided   in  his  present  home  for  over 


thirty  years.  I'^or  the  past  eleven  years  he 
has  been  employeil  as  [nu'chaser  of  wood  for 
the  acid  works.  September  2,  1864,  he  en- 
listeil  in  Company  A,  One  Hundred  and 
Eorty-fourth  I'i.egimcnt,  New  York  State  Vol- 
unteers, under  Colonel  Tracy.  He  was  hon- 
orably discharged  January  16,  1865.  There 
were  seven  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Goodrich,  three  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
\Villiam  W.,  farmer,  born  December  5,  1851, 
residing  with  his  father;  .Sarah  E.,  Mrs. 
Edgar  Cheesenian,  born  November  26,  1849, 
who  resides  in  Summit;  Hannah  A.,  Mrs. 
Clark  Hall,  born  May  21,  1S54,  also  of  Sum- 
mit. I'"rancis  O.  died  in  infancy,  Mary  J. 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  and  an  infant  at  the 
age  of  a  few  months.  Mrs.  Goodrich  died 
November  13,  1892.  She  was  a  memljcr  of 
the  Metliodist  cliurch  for  many  years.  Mr. 
Goodrich  is  a  ReiJublicaa  in  his  politics,  and 
a  Baptist  in  his  religious  j-jrofession.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  109,  Imjiroved 
Order  of  Red  Men,  of  Deposit  and  of  ICggles- 
ton  I^ost,  No.  184,  Grand  Army  of  the  l-iepub- 
lic.  He  has  had  a  successful  career,  and  is 
one  of  the  leading  and  popular  men  in  his 
native  town. 


HARLES  WALl'S,  a  respected  resi- 
lent  of  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  was  born 
in  Schoharie  County,  New  York, 
April  30,  1836,  son  of  Levi  S.  and  Lauretta 
(lirewer)  Wales.  Levi  S.  Wales,  who  was  a 
farmer  of  Schoharie  County  for  some  years, 
moved  out  to  La  Salle  County,  Illinois,  where 
he    carried   on    the   same  occupati(m   until    hi.s 
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death,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six.  His  wife  still 
resides  in  that  county.  Of  their  seven  chil- 
dren, only  six  are  now  living,  one  son,  Ira, 
having  been  killed  on  the  battlefield  during 
the  lute  war.  The  father  and  mother  were  of 
the  Methodist  faith,  and  Mr.  Wales  was  a 
Republican    in   politics. 

Charles  was  reared  and  educated  in  Tioga 
County,  New  York,  and  received  the  best 
advantages  in  public  schools  of  that  place. 
When  he  reached  his  twent)'-first  year,  he 
commenced  farming  and  lumbering,  and  in 
1 86 1  came  to  the  city  of  Binghamton,  where 
he  engaged  in  boating,  carrying  it  on  in  con- 
nection with  his  business  in  Tioga. 

Afterwards  settling  permanently  in  this 
city,  he  dealt  in  real  estate,  and  erected  many 
buildings,  among  them  the  North  Side  Hotel, 
which  is  now  managed  by  his  sons,  Augustus 
and  Charles  S.  He  also  owns  business  lots 
and  residence  property,  but,  owing  to  failing 
health,  does  not  any  longer  devote  himself  to 
active  business  affairs. 

When  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
married  Miss  Emeline  Wales,  a  native  of 
Tioga  County.  They  have  had  five  children, 
only  three  of  whom  are  now  living  —  Augus- 
tus G.,  Charles  S.,  and  fiyron  R.,  the  latter 
residing  with  his  parents.  The  two  who  died 
were  Gordon,  an  infant,  and  Fretlerick,  aged 
twelve  years.  The  family  live  in  a  comfort- 
able residence,  No.  229  Chenango  Street. 
Mrs.  Wales  is  a  strict  and  consistent  Metho- 
dist; while  Mr.  Wales,  while  appreciating 
the  good  in  all  religions,  has  not  as  yet  con- 
nected himself  with  any  one  church. 


Mr.  Wales  is  a  public-spirited  and  valued 
citizen  of  Hinghamton,  having  devoted  his 
best  energies  to  building  up  and  improving 
that  portion  of  the  city  which  lies  north  of 
the  railroatl.  lie  has  been  largely  instru- 
mental in  giving  the  impetus  which  has  made 
that  locality  become  so  thickly  populated  in 
the  last  few  years.  He  is  faithful  in  his 
duties  as  a  citizen,  ant!  votes  with  the  Repub- 
lican party. 


ORNELIUS  VAN  SCHOYK  is  among 
the  older  citizens  of  Deposit,  Broome 
County;  and  no  one  in  the  village 
is  held  in  higher  esteem  or  more  universally 
respected.  Through  his  paternal  grandfather, 
Cornelius  Van  Schaick,  he  traces  his  lineage 
back  to  ancestors  who  came  from  Holland. 
Stephen  Van  Schoyk,  the  father  of  Cornelius, 
was  a  native  of  Coxsackie,  Greene  County, 
and  was  brought,  when  a  lad  of  nine  years,  by 
his  grandmother  into  the  town  of  Tompkins, 
Delaware  County.  He  there  grew  to  man- 
liood,  and  changed  the  spelling  of  his  name 
to  the  present  form.  He  was  a  j^rominent 
citizen,  and  quite  active  in  the  affairs  of  the 
town  and  community,  being  Assessor  for  some 
years,  and  iKjlding  the  responsible  position  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  long  time.  .  He 
married  Nancy  Kggleston  ;  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  namely:  Stephen, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years; 
James  B.  and  Jane,  deceased;  Cornelius; 
Ruth,  deceased;  Mariette,  the  wife  of  Va]- 
ward  Jewell,  living  in  Deposit;  and  Carrie, 
wife   of   David   Axtelo,    also   of    Deposit. 
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Cornelius  was  born  in  tlie  town  of  Tomp- 
kins (now  Deposit),  January  22,  1S24.  He 
was  broug'lit  up  on  the  farm,  antl  early  aecus- 
tomcd  to  work.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  and  a  select  sejiool  at  liennettsville 
one  winter,  and  later  spent  two  years  in  study 
at  Deposit.  He  made  a  specialty  of  survey- 
ing and  kindred  stuilies,  and  became  a  practi- 
cal civil  engineer.  He  subsequently  engaged 
in  farming,  and  at  the  same  time  dealt  in  real 
estate,  which  has  been  his  business  all  his 
life.  He  was  married  in  1S63  to  Sarah  M. 
Bryant,  of  Barbersville,  in  the  town  of  De- 
posit, a  daughter  of  Harvey  Bryant,  who  was 
a  relative  of  the  distinguished  poet,  William 
Cullen  Bryant.  There  were  seven  children 
in  the  family  of  Harvey  Bryant,  namely: 
Sanford  !•".,  who  died  when  twenty-one  years 
old;  Minerva  J.,  widow  of  Charles  K.  Free- 
man, living  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.;  Susanna 
and  William  P.,  deceased;  Sarah  M.;  Mar- 
shall B.,  a  resident  of  Deposit;  and  Sophia 
M.,  wife  of  Fletcher  I'almer,  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace. 

In  her  girlhood  Mrs.  Van  Schoyk  attended 
the  Gilbertsville  Academy,  where  she  ob- 
tained a  good  education.  She  afterwanl  fol- 
lowed for  twelve  years  the  occupation  of 
teaching,  being  tluis  engaged  in  Masonville, 
Monroe  County,  Hancock,  Delaware  County, 
and  in  the  town  of  Deposit.  She  is  a  lady  of 
refinement  and  cultivation.  Mr.  antl  Mrs. 
Van  Schoyk  have  had  four  children,  namely: 
Antoinette  Bryant;  Alice  Cary;  Ida  Violet, 
who  dietl  when  six  years  oUl;  anil  ICveline 
Colfax.      They  have  resicled    in   Deposit  since 


1874,  and  belong  to  the  very  best  element 
of  the  best  society  of  the  place.  Mr.  Van 
Schoyk  is  connecleil  with  the  Democratic 
party;  and,  while  he  is  not  very  active  in 
political  campaigns,  he  takes  an  intelligent 
interest  in  governmental  affairs,  and  espe- 
cially in  local  matters  affecting  the  public 
weal. 


HARLES  P.  KNAPP,  Cashier  of  the 
Deposit  National  Bank,  is  one  of  the 
enterprising  citizens  of  this  place. 
Me  has  contributed  largely,  both  in  money 
and  influence,  to  advance  the  interests  of  this 
part  of  the  county.  A  glance  at  the  village 
of  Deposit  will  indicate  what  manner  of  men 
have  the  controlling  jjowcr,  and  will  show 
the  sort  of  jiublic  spirit  tliey  [)ossess.  The 
electric  lights,  water-works,  soldiers'  monu- 
ment, and  various  other  public  improvements 
would  be  creditable  to  a  town  four  times  its 
size;  and  Mr.  Knapp  has  done  his  full  share 
toward  bringing  these  about.  He  is  emphati- 
cally a  Deposit  man,  having  always  made  this 
village  his  home,  and  being  familiarly  known 
throughout  the  entire  community.  The  bank 
of  which  he  is  the  Cashier  was  started  in  1N54 
as  a  private  institution,  being  established  b)' 
the  Hon.  Charles  Knapp,  his  grandfather,  who 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  his 
time  in  this  part  of  the  State.  (.See  sketch 
on  another  page.)  In  1S64  it  became  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  its  number  under  the  national 
banking    laws   being  472. 

Tlie  iiresent  President  is  Charles  J.  Knapp, 
of   Binghanitun ;    the   \'ice-l'iesident,    Charles 
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Maples,  of  New  York  City.  The  Cashier, 
Charles  P.  Kuapp,  and  the  Assistant  Cash- 
ier, diaries  Pinkney,  are  residents  of  De- 
posit. The  bank  is  on  the  soundest  finan- 
cial basis,  and  has  never  failed  to  pay  its  five 
per  cent,  semi-annual  dividend,  which  is  good 
evidence  of  the  character  of  its  management 
and  something  of  an  index  of  the  ]:)rosi3erity 
of  the  village  and  community.  The  father  of 
Charles  P.  was  James  II.  Knapp,  who  was 
also  interested  in  the  bank,  and  was  its  Pres- 
ident from  July,  iSSo,  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  November  13,  1SS7.  He  had  previ- 
ously been  one  of  the  bank's  cashiers  and 
vice-presidents,  and  was  elected  Director  Jan- 
uary 9,  1866.  He  was  a  business  man,  and 
did  not  interest  himself  particularly  in  poli- 
tics. His  widow,  the  mother  of  Charles  P., 
is  living  at  Deposit,  and  is  a  lady  of  fifty 
years,  possessing  rare  qualities  of  mind  and 
heart,  with  the  intelligence  and  refinement  of 
the  true  woman. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  an  only  child. 
He  was  born  May  16,  1863,  and  was  brought 
up  in  the  village  of  Deposit.  lie  attended 
the  well-known  Phillips  (lixeter,  N.II.) 
Academy,  one  of  the  best  preparatory  schools 
in  tliis  coiHitry,  from*i8So  to  18S4.  llis 
father  being  in  poor  health,  he  was  called  to 
assist  in  the  bank  November  I,  18S4,  and 
ranked  as  Teller.  On  P'ebruary  17,  iSSS,  he 
was  elected  to  his  present  responsible  posi- 
tion, which  lie  has  ably  filled,  contributing 
largely  to  the  prosperity  of  the  institution. 
Mr.  Knapp  is  the  President  of  the  Deposit 
Board  of  Trade;  and    it  has  been  through  the 


untiring  energy  of  this  organization,  made 
up  mainly  of  the  young  men  of  Deposit,  that 
tlie  place  has  securetl  its  varied  industries, 
and  has  attained  the  proud  distinction  of 
being  the  most  progressive  place  of  its  size 
on  the  road.  Mr.  Knapp  is  also  a  stock- 
holder and  prime  mover  in  the  Deposit  Elec- 
tric Company.  P'raternally,  he  is  High  Priest 
of  Deposit  Chapter  and  Past  Master  of  De- 
posit Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  a  member 
of  Malta  Commandery,  No.  21,  at  Binghamton, 
and  of  the  Otseningo  Consistory,  S.  P.  R.  K., 
of  ]5inghamton.  Socially,  he  is  a  gentleman 
whom  it  is  a  jileasure  to  meet,  genial  and 
courteous,  having  the  characteristics  that 
make  an  agreeable  comisanion  and  faithful 
friend. 


ARNA  E.  RADEKER,  M.D.,  is  a 
skilled  physician  who  has  been  ac- 
tively engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Deposit  since  1S75.  The  high 
degree  of  success  he  has  attained  in  the  prac- 
tice of  the  healing  art  has  been  due  not  only 
to  a  natural  adaptation  for  the  work,  but  to 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  resources  of  his 
profession,  gained  by  intense  application  to 
his  studies  in  his  student  days,  and  years  of 
j)ractical  experience  since  his  graduation. 
His  father,  Barna  Radeker,  a  v/ell-known 
farmer,  merchant,  anil  lumberman  (jf  Col- 
Chester,  Delaware  County,  N.Y.,  married 
I'^lizabeth  h'uller,  by  whom  he  had  eight  chil- 
dren, six  of  whom  are  now  living.  Both  par- 
ents are  now  deceased. 

Barna   E.  was   the  youngest   of  the  family, 
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and  was  born  in  the  town  of  Colchester  May 
9,  1S49.  lie  was  brought  uj)  to  farm  life  and 
work,  but  even  in  his  boyhood  days  felt  an 
inclination  for  the  study  of  medicine,  and 
cherished  the  hope  of  some  day  becoming  a 
successful  [ihysician.  Having  acquired  the 
rudiments  of  learning  in  the  tlistrict  schools, 
he  later  became  a  student  at  Walton  Acad- 
emy, subsequently  attending  the  academy  at 
Delhi  for  about  a  year.  At  the  age  of  nine- 
teen he  began  the  study  of  medicine  with 
Dr.  G.  P.  Eassett  of  Colchester  as  preceptor. 
To  eke  out  his  limited  pecuniary  means,  he 
was  obliged  occasionally  to  find  employment 
at  teaching  or  other  remunerative  work.  He 
kept  the  main  object  of  liis  aml)ition  in  mind, 
however,  and  finally  enteretl  Albany  Medical 
College,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  for  one 
term,  and  then  matriculated  at  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  New  York  City, 
at  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1S74.  He  then  commenced  practice 
in  Andes,  Delaware  County,  N.Y.,  remaining 
there  for  a  year,  after  which  he  removed  to 
Deposit,  where  he  has  since  remained,  and 
where  he  has  been  eminently  successful.  In 
addition  to  the  ordinary  routine  of  his  profes- 
sion, he  has  devoted  considerable  time  to  the 
study  of  diseases  of  the  e)-e,  and  has  treated 
eases  of  this  kind  with  much  success.  lie  is 
a  member  of  the  Broome  County  Medical  As- 
sociation, and  his  opinions  on  subjects  con- 
nected with  his  profession  are  received  with 
deference  by  his  brother  physicians. 

Dr.  Radeker  is  a    Republican  in   his   politi- 
cal   views,   and    that    he   is   popular   with   his 


fellow-citizens  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact 
that  he  is  now  serving  his  thiril  term  as  Cor- 
oner of  ]5roome  County.  With  an  active 
mind  well  stored  with  practical  knowledge, 
a  genial  personality,  and  a  high  regard  for  all 
moral  and  social  obligations,  the  Doctor  is 
a  man  well  entitled  to  be  counted  among  the 
best  representative  citizens  of  his  county,  and 
one  whose  personal  history  is  illustrative  of 
the  high  ciualities  of  determination,  persever- 
ance, self-reliance,  and  their  natural  se- 
quence,   honorable   success. 


ON.  CHARL1':S  KNAPP,  deceased, 
will  long  be  renienil)ered  as  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  men  of  his 
time  in  this  part  of  the  State,  and  one  who 
contributed  largely  toward  the  development  of 
Deposit  and  its  vicinity.  He  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Colchester,  Delaware  County,  Octo- 
ber 8,  1797.  He  had  only  such  educational 
advantages  as  were  afforded  by  the  district 
schools  of  his  native  place  eighty  years  ago, 
and  they  were  certainly  very  limited.  Col- 
chester is  situated  upon  the  east  branch  of  the 
Delaware  (formerly  Mohawk)  River,  and  is 
one  of  the  roughest  places  in  tlie  State  of 
New  York.  Lundier  was  the  chief  resource 
of  the  early  settlers,  as  it  is  of  their  descend- 
ants, notwithstanding  the  tanning  of  leather 
is  an  important  industry  and  in  the  past  five 
years  the  dairy  business  has  grown  to  consid- 
erable proportions. 

Mr.    Knapp  was   the   son   of  a  farmer,    and 
was   brought    up  to   h:iii!    manual  labor.      His 
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earnings  till  he  reached  his  majority  went 
into  the  general  fund  for  the  support  of  his 
father's  family.  In  1815  he  began  his  public 
career  by  venturing  upon  the  occupation  of 
a  village  school-teaclier.  For  a  few  years 
teaching  was  his  winter  occupation,  while  in 
summer  he  returned  to  tiie  farm.  One  in- 
stance of  his  thriftiness  in  his  early  life  was 
teaching  a  six  months'  term  of  school  for 
sixteen  dollars  per  month,  and  presenting  to 
his  father  at  its  close  an  even  one  hundred 
dollars,  he  having  earned  by  overwork  enough 
for  his  spending  money  and  sufficient  to  add 
a  small  sum  to  the  amount  of  his  regular 
wages.  Of  course,  his  education  did  not  stop 
with  his  school  studies.  He  was  gifted  with 
a  strong  and  assimilating  mind,  and  became 
in  a  practical  sense  a  thoroughly  educated 
man.  When  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
he  embarked  without  capital  in  such  local 
business  as  promised  the  best  rewards.  He 
continued  as  a  farmer  for  a  while,  but  soon 
also  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade.  In  1825 
he  opened  a  general  country  store  at  I'epac- 
ton,  near  Colchester.  The  amount  of  his 
ca])ital  for  that  enterprise  ■  was  only  three 
hundred  dollars;  but  he  managed  his  little 
estate,  so  that  with  the.  entire  confidence  of 
the  pulilic,  which  he  always  enjoyed,  he 
gained  rapidly  by  legitimate  enterprise,  and 
in  the  course  of  twenty  years  he  amassetl  what 
would  be  regarded  even  in  these  times  a  hand- 
some fortune.  He  did  not  confine  himself  to 
any  one  thing  or  a  few  things,  but  directed 
a   large  variety   of  paying  enterprises. 

The   high   regard    in   which   he  was  held  by 


his  fellow-citizens  was  shown  in  1841  by  his 
election  to  the  State  Assembly.  He  dis- 
charged his  public  duties  at  Albany,  as  he 
did  his  private  business  at  home,  in  a  man- 
ner which  sustained  him  before  the  public  as 
an  upright,  conscientious,  and  able  man.  In 
1848  he  moved  to  Deposit,  as  the  Erie  Rail- 
way appeared  to  be  likely  to  make  important 
changes  in  business  channels  and  to  aid  him 
in  larger  enterprises  than  he  had  before  been 
able  to  carry  on.  Here  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing to  some  extent,  but  largely  in  lumbering 
and  tanning.  In  1854  he  opened  a  banking 
house  under  the  individual  banking  law  of 
the  State.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the 
Deposit  National  Bank,  which  has  always 
been  one  of  the  soundest  and,  it  may  be 
added,  one  of  the  most  successful  financial 
institutions  of  the  State.  Two  years  later 
the  bank  became  the  property  of  an  associa- 
tion with  a  capital  stock  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  -  five  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Knapp 
retained  a  majority  of  the  stock,  which  gave 
him  the  control;  and  the  business  manage- 
ment was  still  under  his  immediate  supervi- 
sion. In  1864  it  became  a  National  Bank; 
and  in  1873  the  capital  stock  was  increased 
to  two  hundred  thousand,  which,  to  avoid  the 
jiayment  of  excessive  taxes,  was  in*  1878  re- 
duced to  one  hundred  thousand.  Under  tlie 
efficient  management  of  Mr.  Knapp  tlie  bank 
paid  a  good  dividend,  besides  adding  to  its 
resources  year  by  year. 

In  1868  Mr.  Knapp  was  nominated  l)y  a 
Republican  convention  held  at  Sidney  Plains 
for  member  of  Congress.      It   was   a   lonjr  and 
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tedious  convention,  in  which  Chenango 
County  presentetl  tlie  name  of  the  Mon.  Isaac 
S.  Newton,  Dehiware  County  presented  that 
of  the  Hon.  Samuel  F.  Miller,  and  Otsego 
County  urged  the  nomination  of  the  Hon. 
Davitl  Wilbur.  Mr.  Knapp,  being  finally 
asked  by  telegraph  if  he  would  take  the  nom- 
ination, consented,  and  was  elected  by  a  large 
majority.  He  served  in  Congress  with  abil- 
ity along  with  such  representatives  as  Mr. 
Hotchkiss  from  this  district,  Hamilton  Ward, 
William  A.  Wheeler,  John  A.  Griswold,  Gen- 
eral Slocum,  Porter  Sheldon,  and  others  from 
this  State. 

In  1S70  he  was  offered  a  renomination,  but 
declined,  as  he  was  over  seventy-three  years 
of  age,  and  did  not  care  to  burtlen  his  life 
with  the  responsibility  of  the  position.  He 
was  originally  a  Democrat,  believing  with 
Jackson  and  Benton  on  national  issues  anil 
financial  matters,  but  was  an  inflexible  oppo- 
nent of  the  extension  of  slavery,  and  was  con- 
sequently among  the  first  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Repid)lican  party.  His  whole  career  fur- 
nishes a  remarkable  example  of  the  stalwart, 
self-made  men  of  this  country.  He  learned 
to  struggle  with  poverty  when  a  boy,  which 
taught  him  the  proper  use  of  w^^alth  when  he 
became  a  man.  It  was  no  great  ste[)  for  him 
to  go  from  the  mountain  school-house  to  llie 
National  Congress,  because  the  school-teacher 
possessed  the  ability  of  the  statesman.  Early 
in  life  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Sylvia 
Radeker  at  Colchester.  The  union  was  emi- 
nently a  happy  one,  and  was  not  ended  until 
after   its   golden  anniversary  had   been  passed. 


Mr.  Knapp  died  in  1887.  Ten  children  were 
the  fruit  of  their  marriage,  five  of  whom, 
three  sons  anil  two  daughters,  are  now  living. 
The  Hon.  Charles  Knapp  died  in  July, 
18S0.  His  life  had  been  an  eventful  and  a 
useful  one.  The  world  was  the  better  for 
his  having  lived  in  it,  and  it  is  with  pleasure 
that  the  publishers  of  the  Review  can  place 
in  their  work  the  biography  of  so  illustrious 
a  representative  of  this  ]iart  of  the  country. 
He  was  an  ambitious  man,  it  is  true;  but  his 
aspirations  were  always  within  their  proper 
limits.  There  is  in  the  human  mind  a  nat- 
ural desire  for  distinction,  for  being  or 
acquiring  something  which  shall  lift  the  in- 
dividual above  the  mass,  and  give  him  con- 
sideration with  his  fellows.  A  desire  so 
natural  and  so  universal  as  this,  a  desire  that 
so  readily  joins  hands  with  the  highest  mo- 
tives, must  have  a  legitimate  sphere  of  opera- 
tion, and  must,  when  confined  to  this  sphere, 
be  entirely  consistent  with  the  noblest  life. 
When  it  is  united  with  a  sincere  love  of  men 
antl  an  honest  regard  for  the  effect  of  one's 
action  upon  others,  when  it  is  held  subordi- 
nate and  subsidiary  to  the  universal  good, 
when  it  grasps  at  nothing  which  actual  excel- 
lence of  power  and  character  may  not  legiti- 
mately claim,  then  it  is  gond  in  itself  and 
goinl  in  its  results.  It  is  right  for  a  man  to 
desire  to  excel  in  anything  worthy  of  a  man, 
and  in  all  these  desires  and  ambitions  Mr. 
Knapp  had  this  conce[)tion  of  the  truth;  and, 
whether  in  business  affairs  or  political  affairs, 
he  was  not  held  or  controlled  by  selfish  mo- 
tives.     He  was  a  man  who  reached  his  jDOsi- 
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tion  of  influL'ncc  solely  as  a  result  of  honest 
methods  properly  applied,  and  was  enabled  to 
become  distinguished  by  virtue  of  his  own 
inherent   worth. 


77^APTAIN  JAMES  F.  PETTIT,  a  gal- 
l   J|         lant  officer   and    soldier  of   the    Civil 

^ '  War,  was  born  in  Rhincbeck,  N.Y., 

son  of  Emory  and  Margaret  (Stoughtonbury) 
Pcttit,  the  family  being  of  French  extraction 
on  the  father's  and  German  on  the  mother's 
side. 

Emory  Pettit  was  a  farmer,  and  in  1840 
bought  seventy-five  acres  of  land  near  Bing- 
hamton,  N.Y.,  which  land  he  cleared  off  him- 
self, and  made  a  homestead,  where  he  and  his 
wife  still  live.  He  has  been  Assessor  and 
Supervisor  of  the  town  of  Kirkwood  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  was  Captain  of  the  mili- 
tia in  183S,  his  commission  being  signed  by 
Governor  Marcy.  Mc  had  only  one  son,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  church  in  Binghamton,  of  which 
he  has  been  deacon  since  its  organization,  and 
still  holds  that  position. 

■  Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  Bingham- 
ton Academy  and  Susquehanna  Seminary, 
graduating  from  the  old  Commercial  College 
in  1 86 1.  The  Civil  War  had  just  broken  out; 
and,  filled  with  the  spirit  of  patriotism,  he 
enlisted  as  a  private,  October  17,  186 1,  in 
Company  G,  Sixth  New  York  Cavalry,  and 
was  sent  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He 
was  almost  immediately  enrolled  as  Corporal, 
and   was   then    Sergeant  for  two  years,    being 


promoted  to  the  Second  Eieutcnancy  of  Com- 
pany D  in  1864.  He  was  transferred  to 
Company  F,  Second  Provisional  New  York 
Cavalry,  in  the  same  year,  and  assigned  to 
the  Second  ]5rigade  Ambulance  Office  Sep- 
tember 19,  1864,  acting  as  Battalion  Quar- 
termaster. Captain  Pettit  took  part  in  fifty- 
three  engagements  during  the  war,  among 
them  South  Mountain,  Antictam,  Fredericks- 
burg, Chancel lorsvi lie,  Gettysburg,  Winches- 
ter, and  Five  P'orks.  He  was  badly  wounded 
at  Winchester,  Va.,  and  lay  in  the  hospital  at 
Philadelphia  for  three  months.  It  was  on  his 
recovery  from  this  wound  that  he  was  sent  to 
the  Ambulance  Office.  Although  in  1865  the 
war  was  virtually  ended,  some  regiments  were 
retained  in  the  service  several  mcjnths;  and 
thus  Captain  Pettit  was  not  mustered  out 
until  Sejitember  10,  1865,  when  he  received 
an  honorable  discharge.  His  faithful  service 
on  the  battlefield  won  for  him  a  splendid 
record  as  a  brave,  intrepid  soldier,  willing  to 
risk  all  for  his  country. 

.  Captain  Pettit,  after  his  return  to  the  quiet 
walks  of  life  engaged  as  accountant,  with 
the  exception  of  a  short  time  spent  in  the 
grocery  business,  when  he  was  connected  with 
the  houses  of  Mayo  &  North,  Geo.  Q.  Moon 
&  Co.,  and  R.  A.  P'ord.  In  1S90  he  estab- 
lished a  pension  and  claim  agency  and  insur- 
ance business  in  the  Piieljjs  Block,  Bing- 
hamton, N.Y. 

lie  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  Repub- 
lic, and  was  one  of  the  original  founders  of 
the  Watrous  Post.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Society  of  the   Army  of  the   Potomac  and 
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of  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the  United  States, 
lie  is  connocted  witli  Otseiiingo  l^odge,  IJing- 
haniton  Chapter,  and  Malla  Conimandery, 
A.    F.    &   A.    M. 

In  January,  1S67,  Captain  Pettit  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Addie  Hager,  daughter  of  Isaac 
I  lager,  of  Binghamton,  N.Y.  Two  children 
were  born  to  them;  namely,  William  Emory 
and  Aurelia,  both  of  whom  reside  in  Bing- 
hamton  at   the   present   time. 


|AJOR  EDWARD  B.  .STEPHEN.S, 
late  a  resident  of  Binghamton,  but 
now  deceased,  was  born  at  Mont- 
rose, Pa.,  October  18,  1823,  son  of  Frederick 
and  Eliza  (Ilughan)  Stephens.  He  was  de- 
scended from  New  England  Puritan  stock; 
and,  tracing  his  lineage  back  two  hundred  and 
fifty  years,  we  find  his  ancestors  taking  an 
active  part  in  the  formation  of  our  govern- 
ment, fighting  the  battles  which  resulted  in 
American  Independence,  and  taking  part  in 
subsequent  struggles  on  behalf  of  freedom  and 
liberty. 

The  father  of  Major  Stephens  was  a  tanner 
by  occupation,  and  lulward  early  developed  a 
disiiosition  to  earn  his  own  living.  When 
only  thirteen  years  old,  he  left  home,  and 
came  to  Binghamton  alone,  with  a  determina- 
tion to  make  his  way  in  the  world.  Mis 
school  education  was  obtained  principally  in 
the  old  Binghamton  Academy,  but  his  large 
stock  of  practical  kimwledge  was  acquired 
later    in    life   as    the   result    of  experience    in 


contact  with  the  world.  lie  improved  his 
mind  and  developed  his  mental  p(jwers  by  the 
reading  of  standard  works  of  biography,  his- 
tory, philosophy,  political  economy,  and  kin- 
dred 'literature,  retaining  what  he  thus  ac- 
quired with  the  help  of  an  excellent  memory, 
so  that  in  many  respects  he  was  at  no  disad- 
vantage when  brought  into  contact  with  men 
of  classical  acquirements.  His  first  occupa- 
tion was  that  of  farming;  and  in  1849,  at  the  ' 
discovery  of  gold  in  California,  he  went  to 
that  land  of  promise,  making  the  journey  by 
way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  and  arriving 
in  San  P'rancisco  July  4  of  that  year.  He 
immediately  engaged  in  mining,  after  the 
primitive  fashion  of  the  times,  working  out 
an  average  of  about  sixteen  dollars  per  day. 
He  then  went  to  the  Yuba  country,  along  the 
Sierra  range,  finding  considerable  of  the 
precious  metal.  He  remained  in  California 
until  1858,  mining  most  of  the  time,  but 
also  engaged  to  some  extent  in  otlier  busi- 
ness. He  then  returned  home  by  the  same 
route  as  he  had  taken  on  his  outward  jour- 
ney, l)ringing  with  him  quite  a  sum  of 
money.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
War,  he  enlisted  in  the  army  as  Quartermas- 
ter of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-seventh 
New  York  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was 
therefore  nominally  a  non-combatant,  as  the 
duties  of  his  office  did  not  require  him  to  par- 
ticipate in  active  service  on  the  field;  but,  not 
satisfied  to  remain  in  the  rear,  Tie  requested 
and  obtained  permission  to  go  to  the  front 
with  his  regiment,  and  did  gallant  and  effi- 
cient  service    in   all   the   actions,    sieges,    and 
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marches  in  the  campaign,  from  Chattanooga 
to  Atlanta,  during  the  summer  of  1864,  espe- 
cially in  the  battles  of  Resaca,  Ga.,  May  15, 
Dallas  or  New  Hope  Church,  May  25,  Pine 
Mountain,  June  15,  the  battles  around  Kene- 
saw  Mountain,  from  June  22  to  July  3,  Battle 
of  Peach  Tree  Creek,  July  20,  and  in  the 
siege  of  Atlanta.  He  also  participated  in 
many  other  battles,  among  them  Chancel lors- 
ville,  Gettsyburg,  Lookout  Mountain,  and 
various  minor  skirmishes,  accompanying  the 
army  in  that  notable  march  to  the  sea,  then 
up  through  the  Carolinas  to  Washington, 
participating  in  the  grand  review  and  being 
mustei'cd  out  in  1865.  He  then  returned  to 
the  civil  walks  of  life._  The  State  records 
show   the   following:  — 

Alhany,  N.Y.,  August  11,  18C6. 
To  E.  B.  Stf.i'Hf.ns: 

]5y  virtue  of  the  authority  conferreil  upon 
me,  etc.,  I  hereby  appoint  and  constitute  you 
Hrevet  Major  New  York  State  Volunteers  for 
gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  cam- 
paign of  Atlanta. 

R.   E.   Fenton, 

Goi'criwr. 

Mr.  Stephens  was  Postmaster  for  the  city 
of  Binghamton  from  1870,10  1882,  serving  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  public,  and  was  later 
engaged  in  the  insurance  business  until  his 
death.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members 
of  Watrous  Post,  Grand  Army  Republic. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Will- 
iams, a  tlaughter  of  Julius  Williams,  of  Mont- 
rose, Pa.,  October  18,  1859.  Mrs.  Stephens 
has  two  children  living,  Nina  and  Grace. 


EIEUT.  COL.  JOHN  BROOME,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  of  the  State  of  New 
""'^^  York  in  the  early  part  of  this  cen- 
tury, was  one  of  the  most  celebrated  citizens 
of  the  State.  Burke  says  the  family  is  one 
of  the  most  ancient  in  Great  Britain,  having 
been  founded  by  the  celebrated  warrior,  who, 
placing  a  sprig  of  broom  in  his  helmet, 
adopted  the  name.  In  14S5  John  DeBroome, 
while  acting  as  standard-bearer  to  the  Earl  of 
Richmond,  afterwards  Henry  VII.,  laid  down 
his  life  on  the  famous  battlefield  of  Bosworth 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  long  and  bloody  war 
of  the  Red  and  White  Roses.  The  family  of 
Broome,  who  were  of  Herefordshire,  Eng- 
land, were  loyal  and  devoted  servitors  to  King 
Charles  I.,  and  were  banished  and  their  es- 
tates confiscated  by  Cromwell.  They,  with 
many  other  Cavaliers,  took  refuge  in  the  colo- 
nies, antl  settled  in  New  York,  where  they 
have  since  been  closely  associated  with  the 
history  of  the  State. 

Martha  Lamb  in  her  History  of  New  York 
thus  speaks  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Broome: 
"His  father  was  an  Englishman,  his  mother 
a  French  lady,  Marie  do  La  Tourette.  The 
parents  of  this  lady,  the  Count  and  Countess 
de  La  Tourette,  were  of  an  ancient  Huguenot 
family,  and  resitleil  at  their  old  chateau  in 
La  Vendee  when  the  Edict  of  Nantes  was- 
revoked.  The  Count  was  informed  that  his 
name  was  q\\  the  list  of  the  proscribed,  and 
tliat  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  escape  would 
cost  him  his  life.  Thereupon  he  proceedeu 
to  give  a  large  entertainment,  to  which  all 
the    neighboring    gentry    were    invited,    and, 
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when  the  gayety  was  at  its  height,  stole 
away  with  the  Countess  from  the  banqueting 
hall,  and  csca[)L:d  on  foot  to  the  seashore, 
where  a  vessel  bound  for  Charleston,  S.C, 
lay  at  anchor,  taking  with  them  their  jewels 
anil  their  Huguenot  liible.  The  ship  was 
cast  away  on  the  New  Jersey  coast;  and  on 
the  sands  of  Harnegat  the  Countess  gave  birth 
to  a  tlaughter,  who  subsequently  became  the 
mother  of  John  Broome." 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  ha\'ing  received 
an  excellent  and  practical  education  in  his 
native  cit)',  earl)-  became  a  hero  of  the  Re\'o- 
lutionary  War,  l)eariiig  the  rank  of  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel,  and  was  especially  distinguished 
f(jr  liis  daring  and  impetuous  courage.  He 
was  particularly  remarkable  for  his  antipathy 
to  the  Tories;  and  it  is  said  that,  while  he 
was  exceedingly  neat  and  carefid  in  his  toilet, 
if  he  saw  a  Tory  on  the  street,  rather  tlian 
meet  him  he  would  cross  to  the  opposite  side, 
no  matter  wliat  the  condition  of  the  street 
would  l)e.  Tile- family  wcnild  always  know,  if 
he  had  niuil  on  his  Ijoots,  that  he  had  encoun- 
tered a  Tory,  aiul  in  accordance  with  iiis 
usual  custom  had  avoitleded  passing  him  on 
the  same  side  of  the  street.  He  was  univer- 
sally [lopular,  and  was  complimented  in  vari- 
ous ways.  Not  only  was  tiie  county  of 
Hroonie  in  1806  named  after  him,  but  in  1808 
the  name  of  Bristol  in  Schoharie  County  was 
changed  to  Broome,  and  Isetween  the  years  of 
1806  and  iSio  the  sti-eet  in  New  York  City 
on  which  he  resided  was  named  in  Jiis  honor. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Broome  left  to  his  de- 
scendants not  only  a  distinguished  record,  Init 


also  a  large  amount  of  wealth,  having  himself 
accumulated  a  comfortable  fortune,  wdiich  was 
augmented  by  valualde  grants  from  the  State. 
One  of  his  closest  friends  was  John  Lamb, 
pro[3rietor  of  Lamb's  Tavern,  who  with  him 
and  his  brother,  Samuel  Broome,  organizcLl 
the  Sons  of  Liberty  in  New  York  City.  Mr. 
Lamb  later  became  one  of  the  leading  spirits 
of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  was  discharged 
with  the  rank  of  Major-General  after  the  sur- 
render of  Lord  Cornwallis.  Other  prominent 
men  of  the  times  witii  whom  he  was  intimate 
were  Marenius  WiUelt  and  John  Jay,  who  was 
Colonel  of  the  regiment  in  whicli  lie  held  tlie 
second  rank.  Coh)nel  John  Broome  repre- 
sented his  county  in  the  New  York  .State 
Assendilies  of  1801  and  1802.  In  1804  he 
was  elected  to  the  -State  .Senate,  and  that 
same  year  was  nominated  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor with  I\Iorgan  Lewis,  Governor.  So 
great  was  the  preponderance  of  Wliigs  in  the 
legislature  at  that  time  that  the  address 
recojiimending  these  two  to  the  favor  of  the 
electors  was  signed  liy  104  out  of  132  mem- 
l)crs.  When  l\Ir.  Tomjikins  succeeded  Gov- 
ernor Lewis,  Colonel  Broome  was  re-elected 
Lieutenant  Governor,  and  again  I'ebruary  5, 
1810,  was  [Hit  in  nomination  for  the  same 
position,  and  electeil  without  a  dissenting 
voice,  but  tlied  that  summer  on  the  eighth  day 
of  August,  1 8 10,  aged  seventy-two  years. 
Colonel  John  Broome  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  famous  Tontine  Coffee-house  in  1792, 
his  name  being  first  on  tile  list  of  members. 
He  was  one  of  the  committee  with  Jay  antl 
Rutgers   who   framed   the   Constitution  of   the 
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State  of  New  York.  He  was  also  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  famous  Democratic  organiza- 
tion, Tammany  Hall. 

In  1806  the  county  of  Broome  was  named 
in. his  honor,  it  having  been  previously  a  por- 
tion of  Tioga  County,  New  York;  and  in 
response  to  the  compliment  paid  him  Colo- 
nel   Broome   wrote    the    following    letters: — - 

New  York,  August  8,  1S06. 
AsHHEi,  Wf.i.lks,  Broome  County,  N.V.  : 

Dear  Sir, —  Within  two  or  three  days  last 
past  I  received  your  esteemed  favor  of  the 
25th  ult.,  e.xpressive  of  your  wish,  in  con- 
junction with  a  number  of  my  other  friends, 
to  have  me  present  the  county  of  Broome 
with  a  seal  of  office.  This  request  will  on  my 
part  be  cheerfully  complied  with.  I  wish  the 
device  had  been  fixed  upon  by  the  County. 
However,  since  it  has  l:ieen  very  politely  re- 
ferred to  my  discretion,  I  shall  naturally  pre- 
fer one  emblematical  of  the  name.  As  soon 
as  the  seal  is  prepared,  I  will  be  careful  to 
forward  it  by  the  first  private  conveyance  that 
presents.  With  my  sincere  .wish  for  the 
prosperity  and  hajipiness  of  your  county,  with 
which  I  consider  my  name  highly  honored, 
I  remain  with  great  consideration,  dear  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Bkoome. 

The  next  letter  in  reference  to  this  subject 
was  as  follows:  — 

New  York,  September  39,  1806. 
AsHBEL  Welles,  Esq.  : 

Dear  Sir, —  I  wrote  you  on  the  8th  ult.,  to 
which  I  ask  reference.  I  have  now  the  pleas- 
ure to  send  by  the  bearer,  Mr.  Thomas  Whit- 
ney, a  seal  of  office  for  Broome  County.      The 


device  I  fondly  hope  will  meet  the  approba- 
tion of  the  County,  it  being  considered  a 
handsome  one  by  some  of  our  best  judges  in 
this  city.  Wishing  it  safe  to  hand,  I  remain, 
dear  sir. 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jdii.n   Bkoome, 

This  seal,  which  has  been  the  official  seal 
since  the  organization  of  the  county,  and  is 
still  used,  consists  of  a  figure  of  Justice  on 
the  dexter  side,  supported  by  the  family  coat- 
of-arms  on  the  sinister  side,  the  heraldic 
description  of  which  is  as  follows:  sa.  on  a 
chev.  or  three  sli]5s  of  broom  vert.;  crest,  a 
demi-eagle,  in   the   beak  a  slip  of  broom  vert. 

Colonel  Broome  was  first  married  to  Miss 
Rebecca  I.loyd,  of  Lloyd's  Neck,  L.I.,  who 
died  in  1802,  leaving  four  children.  Her 
family  were  early  settlers  of  Long  Island  and 
prominent  and  wealthy  owners  of  landed  prop- 
erty, the  family  seat  being  the  Lloyd  manor. 
The  second  wife  of  Colonel  Broome  was  Mrs. 
Ruth  Hunter,  widow  of  George  Hunter,  of 
'Hunter's  Island,  N.Y.  There  was  no  issue 
to  this  marriage.  The  children  of  the  first 
marriage  were  the  following:  John  Lloyd, 
whose  sketch  appears  in  this  book;  William 
Temple,  wlio  was  a  partner  of  Aaron  Burr, 
and  died  of  consumption  in  France  in  1804, 
unmarried;  Caroline,  who  married  Colonel 
John  W.  Livingston  of  the  United  States 
Army  during  the  War  of  1812,  a  descendant 
of  the  Livingston  family  of  New  York;  Re- 
becca, the  eldest  daughter,  who  became  the 
wife  of  James  Boggs,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.  In 
1812    Mr.    Boggs,   who    was    of    a    prominent 
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family  of  the  Quaker  City,  became  I'resident 
of  the  New  York  Manufacturing  Company 
liank,  an  institution  established  with  a  cai)i- 
tal  of  one  million  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

It  is  gratifying  to  the  publishers  of  this 
work  to  be  able  to  present  to  their  many 
readers  an  excellent  portrait  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  John  15roome,  to  which  is  attached 
an  added  value  from  the  fact  that  it  is  the 
only  one  that  has  appeared  in  the  annals  of 
tlie  county  named  in  his  honor.  In  his 
attractive  Colonial  uniform,  he  appears  an 
exceedingly  handsome  person,  his  finely  chis- 
elled features  and  aristocratic  bearing  proving 
his  truly  noble  lineage  and  lofty  character. 

The  following  extracts  from  tlie  Journals  of 
the  Provincial  Congress  and  other  documents 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  \77S~7^^-77-:  will 
be  interesting,  ni)t  only  on  account  of  show- 
ing Colonel  Broome's  close  relation  with  that 
eventful  period  of  our  State's  history,  but 
largely  on  account  of  the  general  historical 
matter  furnished  therein.  The  following  is 
a  true   copy  of   the  J(jurnals  of   those  days:  — 

4  ho.  P.M.,  Sept.  2nd,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present,  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  ICsq.,  Presi- 
dent Pro.  Tern. 

Rcso/vr,/  aiu/  Ordered:  That  Peter  V,.  Liv- 
ingston, Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  this  Con- 
gress, do  pay  to  Col.  Alexander  McDougall, 
one  thousand  and  six  pounds  eleven  shillings 
and  a  jjcnny,  to  repay  the  like  sum  by  him 
borrowed  of  Mr.  John  Broome,  to  advance  the 
first  regiment  as  part  of  their  pay,  and  that 
Mr.  Livingston  take  Col.  McDougall's  re- 
ceipt for  the  same.      And 


Rcsidvcd :  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress 
are  due  to  and  are  hereby  given  to  Mr.  John 
Broome,  for  his  zeal  in  the  common  cause, 
evinced  by  lending  without  interest,  a  large 
sum   of   money   for   the    puldic    service.      And  ■ 

Ordered :   That    one    of    the    secretaries    de-  ■ 
liver  a  copy  of  this  resolution  to  Mr.  Broome. 
\_Pagc  134,  vol.   1.] 

[N.B. —  The  above  is  the  first  vote  of 
thanks  ever  given  any  man  by  any  legislative 
body  of  the  thirteen  original  States.] 

Copy  of  Calendar  of  Historical  Manuscripts  relating 
to  the  Revolution,  in  l/ie  ojjice  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  Albany,  N.Y.  {page  163].  Published  by 
Weed,  /'arsons  &-  Co.,  Albany,  N.Y. 

[Coi'V.] 

CuMMIT'lKl!    ClEAMlnCk, 

6lh  Ocl.,  1775. 

Pursuant  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Provincial  Congress,  the  Committee  pro- 
ceeded to  the  nomination  of  I'"ieUl  Officers, 
Atljutants,  and  Quartermasters,  to  command 
the  three  Regiments  to  be  constitutetl  for  the 
City  and  County  of  New  Yorl<,  when  the  fol- 
lowing persons  were  duly  electetl  for  that 
purjjose :  — 


Colonels. 
Henry  Remsen. 
David  Clarkson. 
William  Watson. 

Lieutenant  Colonels. 
Joseph  liiill. 
Joseph  Beekman. 
Jolin  iJroome. 

Adjutants. 
Stephen  Kapelje. 
Peter  P.  Van  Zant. 
John  White. 


Majors. 
Abraham  Watson. 
Anthony  L.  Bleecker. 
Anthony  Lispenard. 
Garret  .^beel. 
Morgan  Lewis. 
Theodore  Moore. 

Ouarterinastcrs. 
Abraham  lirinckerhofif. 
Nicholas  Quackenbos. 
Andrew  Breasted. 

John  Bkoome, 

Chairman  Pro  Tern. 


Names  of  the   P'ield  and   Staff  Officers  for 
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the  Second    Regiment  and  whose  commissions 
were  issued  November  3rd,   1775,  viz.:  — 

Colonel,  John  Jay. 

Lieut.  Colonel,  John  Broome. 

First  Major,  Garret  Abeel. 

Second  Major,  Morj^an  Lewis. 

Adjutant,  I'atrick  McDavitt. 

(2uarterniaster,  Abraham  IJrinckerhoff. 

IJIE  Lu.NAE,  9  ho.,  .\.M. 
May  27,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present, —  Brigadier  Gen'l  Woodhull, 
Presd.  Colo.  Jay,  Colo.  Remsen,  Colo. 
Broome,  Mr.  Randall,  Capt.  Denning,  Colo. 
Brasher,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Alsop,  Mr.  I.ewis, 
for  New  York.  Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Little, — 
Orange.  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn, —  Albany. 
Colo.  Hasbrouck,  Mr.  Brewster,  Mr.  Can- 
tine,  Major  Parks, —  Ulster.  Mr.  Moore,  Mr. 
Harper, —  Tryon.  Gen'l.  Woodhvill,  Mr. 
GeLston,  Mr.  Wickham,— Suffolk.  Mr. 
Paulding,  Mr.  Ilaviland,  Mr.  Tom])kins,  — 
Westchester.  Mr.  Cowenhoven,  Mr.  Jerh, 
VanDerbilt, —  Kings.  Colo.  Malcolm,  Mr. 
Webster, —  Charlotte. 

Colo.  Remsen  represented  to  the  Congress 
that  many  persons  were  confined  by  order  of 
this  and  the  former  Congress  and  Committee 
of  Safety,  and  the  necessity  of  apjiointing 
a  standing  committee  to  examine  and  dis- 
charge such  of  them  as  shall  appeaV  to  be  in- 
nocent of  the  charges  alleged  against  them. 
Thereupon 

On/cirti^  That  Colonel  Broome,  Mr.  Cuy- 
ler, Colo.  Remsen,  Colo.  Malcolm,  Colo. 
Brasher,  or  any  three  of  them,  be  a  standing 
committee  to  take  examinations  of,  and  try  all 
such  persons  as  are  taken  into  custody  and 
confined  by  order  of  this  or  any  former  Con- 
gress or  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony; 
as  also  all  such  persons  as  shall  hereafter  be 
taken  into  custody  by  order  of   this  Congress, 


or  their  Committee  of  Safety  (excepting  those 
already  committed  on  susincion  of  counter- 
feiting paper  currency);  that  the  said  com- 
mittee have  power  to  call  in  and  examine 
witnesses  and   papers   for  that   purpose. 

And,  farther,  that  the  said  committee  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  discharge 
all  such  prisoners  as  shall,  on  full  inquiry, 
appear  to  the  said  committee  (to)  be  innocent 
of  the  charges  alleged  against  them  respec- 
tively. The  said  Committee  to  keep  a  record 
of  their  proceedings  in  the  premises  and  to 
recommit  all  such  of  the  said  prisoners  as 
they  shall  find  guilty,  and  report  them,  with 
tiieir  crimes,  and  the  substance  of  the  evi- 
dence that  shall  have  been  given  for  and 
against   them.      \^P age  ^62^  vol.   I.] 

TuEsiiAY  AlTERNOuN,  1 6th  July,  1776. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Present, —  Gen'l  Woodhull,  Pres't.  Col. 
Lott,  Col.  Broome,  Mr.  Dunscomli,  Major 
Abeel,  Mr.  Bancker,— New  York.  Mr.  G. 
Livingston,  Mr.  Landon,  Dr.  Crane,  Mr. 
Hopkins,  Mr.  Schenck, —  Dutchess.  Mr. 
Yates,  Mr.  Adgate,  Col.  VanRensselaer, — ■ 
Albany.  Mr.  Mills,  Col.  Drake,  Major 
Lockwood, —  Westchester.  Mr.  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Sessions, —  Cumberland.  Gen'l.  Wood- 
hull,  Mr.  L'Hommediu,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr. 
Dearing,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Gelston,— Suffolk. 
l\Ir.  Little,— Orange.  Mr.  Webster,— Char- 
lotte. Col.  Pauling,  Major  Tappan,  Mr. 
Cantine,  Col.  lOeWitt,  Mr.  Wisner,— Ulster. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr. 
Vader,    Mr^  Newkirk, —  Tryon. 

A  resolution  of  the  general  committee  of 
Dutchess  County,  whereby  it  is  resolved,  that 
any  five  of  the  Deputies  from  said  county 
met  in  Convention,  be  a  quorum  to  represent 
the  said  county,  were  read  and  filed. 
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A  letter  from  Egbert  Benson,  Esq.,  chair- 
man of  tile  Committee  of  Dutchess  county, 
was   read   and    filed. 

Ordered:  That  Col.  DeWitt,  Mr.  Gilbert 
Livingston,  Mr.  Miller  and  Col.  VanReiissel- 
aer,  be  a  Committee  to  take  the  said  letter 
into  consideration,  and  report  on  the  same  as 
soon  as  possible. 

A  certificate  from  the  committee  of  West- 
chester county,  recommending  and  appointing 
Elijah  Miller,  ist  Lieut,  in  Capt.  Thomas's 
company  in  Col.  Drake's  regiment  of  militia, 
now  ill  service  at  New  York. 

Ordered:  That  a  commission  issue  immeili- 
ately.  Col.  Lewis  Dubois  attending,  pro- 
duced his  accounts  for  billeting  his  company 
of  troops  in  Col.  Clinton's  regiment  last 
year.  Requested  the  convention  to  direct 
some  mode  by  which  the  same  nriy  Idc  audited 
(as  not  a  sufficient  number  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  audit  accounts  are  now  present), 
tliat  he  may  be  enabled  to  receive  payment  for 
the  same. 

Ordered:  That  Colonel  Broome  and  Mr. 
Bancker  be  a  committee  to  examine  and  autlit 
those  accounts,  and  that  a  certificate  of  such 
examination  and  their  approbation  of  the  said 
accounts,  be  a  sufficient  voucher  to  the  Treas- 
urer for  the  payments  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duer, 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  a  secret  com- 
mittee be  ap|iointed  to  devise  and  carry  into 
execution  such  measures  as  to  them  shall 
appear  most  effectual  for  obstructing  the 
channel  of  the  Hudson  river  or  annoying  the 
enemy's  ships  in  their  navigation  \\\i  the  said 
river;  ami  that  this  convention  pledge  them- 
selves for  defraying  the  charges  incident 
thereto. 

Resolved:  That  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Robert  Yates, 
Major    Tajipen,    Mr.    Robert    R.    Livingston, 


Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  and  Mr.  Paulding,  be 
the  said  committee. 

Ordered:  That  Mr.  Duer  and  Colonel 
Broome,  be  a  committee  to  wait  upon  Gov. 
Trumbull  for  the  pur[joses  mentioned  in  the 
resolutions   of   this   Convention   of  inst. 

A  draft  for  a  letter  to  His  Excellency,  Gen'l 
Washington,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  that  is  to  say:  — 

Wiinr.  ri-AiNs,  July  iii,  1776. 

Sir:  —  We  canimt  but  express  our  satisfac- 
tion at  the  unremitted  attention  which  your 
]'"\cellency  manifests  to  the  interests  of  this 
State.  We  see  t!ie  force  of  your  observations, 
arid  have  taken  and  shall  continue  to  take 
every  measure  which  we  conceive  most  con- 
ducive to  defeat  the  design  of  our  enemy. 
This  will  in  part  appear  from  the  enclosed 
resolutions. 

We  are  extremely  sorry  that  the  low  state 
of  our  finances  reduces  us  to  the  necessity  of 
applying  to  your  Excellency  for  a  loan  which 
it  may,  perhaps  be  inconvenient  for  you  to 
make,  but  we  shall  take  the  earliest  care  to 
replace  what  nothing  but  urgent  necessity 
would   have    induced    us   to   borrow. 

As  our  troops  are  but  ill  supplied  with 
ammunition,  we  hope  that  your  Excellency 
will  order  them  an  immeiliate  supply,  as  part 
of  them  are  already  in  motion;  as  well  as 
direct  the  Commissary  General  to  take  the 
necessary   stejis   for  their  subsistence. 

New  levies  who  have  never  seen  service 
will  without  doubt  require  a  commander  of 
some  experience.  Such  a  one,  we  trust  your 
Excellency  will  supply  as  soon  as  possible. 

Our  apprehensions  of  an  attempt  on  the 
part  of  our  enemies  to  cut  off  the  communica- 
tion between  the  city  and  country  by  landing 
above  King's  Bridge,  makes  us  wish  to  have 
some  force  ready  to  hang  on  their  rear  in  case 
such  a  stej)  should  be  taken,  for  which  rea- 
son we  have  not  only  called  out  all  the  force 
we  could  possibly  collect,  (exchisive  of  that 
which  may  ]H"obabl_\'  he  wanted  in  the  frontier 
counties),    but    would    take    tlie    liberty   if    it 
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should  meet  your  Excellency's  approbation, 
to  suggest  the  same  idea  to  Gov.  Trumbull, 
who  by  forming  a  camp  at  Birom  river  of 
6,000  men  might  render  any  design,  which 
the  enemy  may  have  to  land  above  King's 
Bridge,    extremely   hazardous. 

We  have  just  been  informed  that  the  ships 
which  sailed  this  morning  have  anchored 
about  10  or  12  miles  below  Fort  Montgom- 
ery. We  have  great  reason  to  believe  that 
they  design  to  pass  it,  and  burn  our  shipjjing 
at  Poughkeepsie. 

We  shall  be  happy  to  co-operate  with  your 
Excellency  in  every  measure  which  may  tend 
to  Secure  the  liberty  of  America,  which  we 
conceive  to  be  nearly  connected  with  the 
preservation   of  this   State. 

We  remain  with  the  greatest  respect, 

YOUK  E.XCELLENCV'S   MOST    OUD't    SeKVt's. 

By  order. 
His  ExcEi.i.iiNcv,  Gen'l  VVashingion. 

I'.S.  We  have  this  moment  heard  that  the 
Phoenix  is  aground  in  Haverstraw  l^ay,  and 
have  some  reason  to  believe  it. 

Ordered :  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed, 
signed  by  the  President,  and  together  with  a 
copy  of  the  resolutions  for  calling  out  one 
fourth  of  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  West- 
chester, Dutchess,  Ulster  and  Orange,  im- 
mediately transmitted. 

Rcs'olvcd :  That  Colonel  Broome  and  Mr. 
Duer,  or  either  of  them  be  authorized  to 
receive  the  money  retjuested  by  this  Conven- 
tion in  loan  from  His  Excellency,  Gen'l 
Washington,  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  conveyed  to  this  Convention  with  all  pos- 
sible speed  and  dispatch.  ]^Pages  526-527, 
vol.    I.] 

Die  Martis,  8  ho.  a.m. 
July  23rcl,  1770. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Opened  with  prayers  by  Rev.  Mr.  Lewis. 


Present, —  IJrigadier  Gen'l.  Woodhull,  Pres- 
ident. Mr.  Bancker,  Major  Abeel,  Mr.  Duns- 
comb,  Mr.  R.  Harper,  Col.  Broome,  Col. 
Brasher, —  For  New  York.  Col.  DeWitt, 
Mr.  Cantine, —  Ulster.  Mr.  Henry  Wisner, 
Mr.  Little,  Col.  Allison,— Orange.  Mr. 
Moore,  Mr.  W.  PLirper,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr. 
Paris,  Mr.  N-.-wkirk, —  Tryon.  Mr.  Ab. 
Yates,  Jun.,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Bleeker,— 
Albany.  Mr.  Sackett,  Mr.  Henry  Schenck, 
Mr.  Hoffman, —  Dutchess.  Mr.  Sam  Towns- 
hend,  Mr.  VanWyck,  Mr.  James  Townshend, 
Capt.  Laurence, —  Queens.  Mr.  Duer,  Major 
Webster,— Charlotte.  Gen'l.  Woodhull,  Mr. 
Gelston,  Major  Smith,  Mr.  L'Hommedieu, 
Mr.  Dearing,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Miller,— Suf- 
folk. Col.  Gilbert  Drake,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr. 
Haviland, — Westchester.  Mr.  Sessions,  Col. 
Marsh,  Mr.  Stevens, —  Cumberland. 

Mr.  Duer  informed  the  Convention,  that  on 
account  of  sundry  matters  now  before  the 
Convention  and  yet  to  be  considered,  he 
desires  to  continue  his  attendance,  at  present, 
in  the  Convention;  that  he  was  appointed  to 
wait  on  Gov.  Trumbull  with  Col.  Broome, 
with  the  dispatches  from  this  Congress  and 
that  they  are  entrusted  with  Very  important 
dispatches  from  Gen'l.  Washington  to  Gov. 
Trumbull. 

That  Mr.  Hobart  has  consented  to  go  with 
Colonel  Broome,  on  that  service  (if  agreeable 
to  this  Convention)  instead  of  Mr.  Duer. 

Resolved:  That  Mr.  Hobart  and  Colonel 
Broome  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  Honor 
Gov.  Trumbull  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  resolutions 
of  this  Convention  on  the  i6th,  instant. 

Di  Lunar,  4  ho,  p.m., 
July  zz,  177O. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 
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Present, —  Brigadier  Gen'l.  Woodhull, 
President.  Col.  Broome,  Col.  Brasher,  Mr. 
Uunscomb,  Major  Abeel,  Mr.  ]?ancker,  Mr. 
Harjier, —  For  New  York.  Mr.  Cantine, 
Col.  DeWitt,— Ulster.  Mr.  Little,  Col. 
Allison,— Orange.  Mr.  Duer,  Major  Web- 
ster,—Charlotte.  Mr.  Ab.  Yates,  Mr.  Ad- 
gate,  Mr.  Bleeker, —  Albany.  Col.  Hoffman, 
Mr.    II.    Schenck,    Mr.    Sackett,— Dutchess. 

Mr.  Sam  Townshend,  Mr.  VanWyck,  Mr. 
James  Townshend,  Capt.  Laurence, —  Queens. 
Mr.  Sessions,  Col.  Marsh,  Mr.  Stephens, — 
Cumberland.  Major  Smith,  Mr.  Gelston, 
Mr.  Bearing,  Mr.  Mobart,  Gen'l.  Woodhull, 
Mr.  L'hommedieu, —  Suffolk.  Major  Lock- 
wood,  Col.  Gilbert  Drake,  Mr.  Haviland,  Mr. 
Morris,  General  Morris,  —  Westchester.  Mr. 
Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Vetler,  Mr.  Paris, — 
'IVyon, 

Colonel  Broome  informed  the  Congress  that 
he  had  fully  inquired  into  the  character  of 
Christopher  Templer  and  find  that  he  bears 
the  character  of  a  hearty  friend  to  the  Ameri- 
can cause. 

Ordered:  That  he  be  discharged  and  that 
he  be  allowed  six  shillings  a  day  for  his  loss 
of  time  since  he  was  committed,  amounting 
to  forty-eight  shillings.      And, 

Ordered:  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State 
pay  to  the  said  Christopher  Templer  the  said 
sum  of  forty-eight  shillings  for  his  loss  of 
time,    and  take  this   receipt   for  same. 

Ordered:  That  Colonel  Broome  give  a  pass 
to  the  said  Christopher  Templer  to  return  to 
New  York.      \_Page  536,  vol  i.] 

Tuesday  Morning, 
Kubruary  1 1  tli,  1777. 

The  Convention  met. 

Present, —  Colonel  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice 
President.  Mr.  Duane,  Col.  Lott,  Col. 
Broome,    Mr.  ■  Roosevelt,    Gen'l.    Scott,    Mr. 


Harper, —  New  York.  Mr.  James  Living- 
ston, Major  Schenck,  Capt.  Piatt,  Mr.  R.  R. 
Livingston, —  Dutchess.  Mr.  Moore,  Mr. 
Newkirk,  Mr.  Harper, —  Tryon.  Mr.  Wis- 
ner, —  Orange.  Mr.  Webster, —  Charlotte. 
Col.  VanRensselaer,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.. 
Taylor,  Col.  Livingston,  Mr.  Adgate, — Al- 
bany. Mr.  Morris,  Col.  Drake,  Col.  Van- 
Cortlandt,  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Mills, —  West- 
chester. Major  Tapi^en, —  Ulster.  Mr. 
Stephens, —  Cumberland.  Major  Laurence, 
—  Queens. 

[Extract.] 
Resolved:  That  Colonel  Broome  be  ap- 
pointed agent  of  the  privateer  sloop  "Mont- 
gomerie,"  belonging  to  this  State,  and  that 
he  be  authorized  to  fit  her  out  in  case  of  her 
return,  and  take  the  charge  of  her  prizes,  if 
she  shall  meet  with  success,  and  to  cause  the 
same  to  be  disposed  of;  and  this  Conven- 
tion engage  the  public  faith,  to  reimburse  the 
money  which  he  shall  expend  in  the  premises. 
IP  age  ^01,  vol.   1.] 

Die  Jovis,  S  ho.  a.m. 
Augusl  1st,  1776. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Present, — -Brigadier  Gen'l.  Woodhull, 
President.  Mr.  Robert  Harper,  Mr.  Rut- 
gers, Mr.  Dunscombe,  Col.  Brasher,  Mr. 
l^eekman.  Col.  Lott, —  New  York.  Col. 
Hoffman,  Major  Landon,  —  Dutchess.  Mr. 
Moore,  Mr.  Wm.  IIari)er, — ^  Tryon.  Mr. 
Yates,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Bleeker,  Albany, 
Mr.  Smith,  Gen'l.  Morris,  Mr.  Morris,  Col. 
Graham,  Mr.  Mills,— Westchester.  Col.  J. 
Williams,  Mr.  Duer,— Charlotte.  Gen'l. 
Woodhull,  Mr.  William  Smith,  Mr.  Gelston, 
Mr.  Treadwell,  Mr.  Miller,— Suffolk.  Mr. 
Little,  Mr.  Outwater, —  Orange.  Col.  Marsh, 
Mr.   -Sessions, —  Cumberland.     Col.    DeWitt, 
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Mr.  Cantine, —  Ulster.  Mr.  Sam  Towns- 
hend,  Mr.  James  Tovvnshend,  Mr.  Bcnj. 
Sands,  Mr.  Watt  Smith,  Col.  Blackvvell,  Mr. 
VanWyck,  Major  Laurence, —  Queens.  Mr. 
Olcott, —  Gloucester. 

[EXTHACT.] 

Mr.  Morris  moved  and  was  seconded  by 
Mr.  Diier,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  and  report  a  [jlan  for 
instituting  and  framing  a  new  form  of 
government. 

The  same  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Adgale  moved  and  was  seconded  by 
Mr.    Morris    in    the  words  following,  viz. :  — 

"I  move  that  the  committee  to  be  appointed 
l)y  this  Convention  to  report  a  form  of  govern- 
ment be  directed  first  to  prepare  and  report 
a  bill  of  rights;  ascertaining  and  declaring 
the  essential  rights  and  privileges  of  the  good 
people  of  this  State,  as  the  foundation  for 
such  form   of   goverment." 

Debate  arose  thereon;  Mr.  Morris  moved 
for  the  previous  question,  which  was  carried 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Duer  moved  that  the  words  be  dincti-il 
first  to  prepare  and,  be  obliterated,  and  the 
words  do  report  at  the  same  time,  there  in- 
serted; which  being  debated  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative   by  a  great   majority. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  Mr. 
Adgate's  motion  as  thus^  amended,  it  was 
unanimously  carried  in  the  affirmative  and 
agreed  to. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  then  named 
by  the  different  members,  to  be  of  that  com- 
mittee, Vizt. :  — 

Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Ilobart,  Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  Mr. 
Duer,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston, 
Colonel  Broome. 

Gen'l.  Scott  having  been  named,  Mr.  Rob- 
ert   Harper  moved  that   he   be   appointed   one 


of  that  committee,  Mr.  Morris  opposed,  and 
assigned  for  reason  the  resolution  of  the  late 
Congress  on  the  15th  day  of  June  last,  and 
that  next  Tuesday  is  fixed  to  consider  whether 
Mr.  Scott  is  entitled  to  a  seat. 

Debates  arose,  and  tlie  question  being  put 
on  the  said  motion,  it  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative,    in    tiie    manner  following,    Vizt.  : 


For  the  Affirmative. 


For  the  A'etrative. 


New  York 

8 

Dutcliess 

■; 

Albany 

6 

Westchester 

4 

Tryoii 

3 

Suffolk 

4 

Ulster 

4 

Cumberland 

Gloucester 

I 

21 

Oueens 

4 

Ordered:  That  Mr.  Scott  be  one  of  that 
committee. 

The  other  meml)ers  of  the  committee  being 
named, — 

Resolved:  That  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr. 
Wm.  Smith,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr. 
Robert  R.  Livingston,  Colonel  Broome,  Gen- 
eral Scott,  Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  Mr.  Wisner, 
Senr.,  Mr.  Saml.  Tovvnshend,  Col.  DeWitt, 
and  Mr.  Robert  Yates,  to  be  a  committee  to 
take  into  consideration  and  report  a  plan 
for  instituting  and  framing  a  form  of 
government : 

That  the  said  committee  do  prepare  and 
report  at  the  same  time  a  bill  of  rights,  ascer- 
taining and  declaring  the  essential  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  good  people  of  this  State, 
as  the  foundation  for  such  form  of  govern- 
ment.     And, 

Ordered :  that  that  committee  report  on  the 
26tli  day  of  August  instant.  [^J'ai^c  552, 
vol.    I.] 

DiK  Mkkcuku,  9  ho.  A.M. 
August  14th,  1776. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 
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Present, —  Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Esq., 
President  Pro  Tem.  Col.  Broome,  Major 
Abeel,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Jay 
(on  duty),  Mr.  Roosevelt, —  New  York.  Col. 
Blackwell, — ^  Queens.  Mr.  Abraham  Yates, 
Col.  Livingston,  Mr.  lUecker,  Mr.  Adj^Mte,— 
Albany.  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Nevvkirk, —  Tryon. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Smith,— Orange.  Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Ilobart  (on  duty),— Suffolk.  Mr.  H. 
Schenck,  Mr.  Sackett,  Mr.  Landon,— Dutch- 
ess. Mr.  Stevens, —  Cumberland.  Mr.  Hav- 
iland.  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Lock- 
wood, —  Westchester.  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Wis- 
ner,  Junr., —  Ulster.     Mr.  Polhemus, — Kings. 

[Extract.] 
Comfort  Sands,  Esc|.,  the  Auditor  General, 
communicated  an  account  of  Mr.  Abm.  Liv- 
ingston, of  the  number  of  rations,  which  as 
Commissary,  he  has  furnished  to  the  troops  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  at  the  foot  of  which 
account  there  are  a  number  of  cliarges  which 
tJie  Auditor  General,  does  not  think  himself 
authorized  to  allow,  without  the  direction  of 
Congress,  and  praying  that  he  may  have  some 
directions  accordingly ;  which  being  read,  was 
referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Colonel 
Broome  antl  Mr.  Bancker.      [/'"a'^'  573,  vol.  i.] 

Die  Mkrcurii,  q  lio.  a.m. 
Sept.  i8th,  177G. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. * 

I'rosciU, —  Abr.diam  Yates,  Esquire,  Presi- 
dent. Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Robt. 
Harper, —  New  York.  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Living- 
ston, Mr.  Sackett,  Dr.  Crane, —  Dutchess. 
Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  Gen'l.  TenBroeck,  Mr. 
John  TeuMroeck,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Roljt. 
Yates, —  Albany.  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  William 
Harper,  Mr.  Veder,— Tryon.  Mr.  Wm. 
Smith,    Mr.  Ilobart,— Suffolk.      Mr.   Wisner, 


Junr.,  Col.  Allison,  Mr.  Jas.  Smith,— 
Orange.  Mr.  Duer,  Major  Webster, —  Char- 
lotte. 

[Extract.] 

Resolved :  Tiiat  Colonel  l?roome  and  Cap- 
tain Denning  be,  and  are  hereby  appointed 
members  of  the  committee  of  safety  and  cor- 
respondence, for  that  part  of  this  State  which  ^ 
lies  below  the  Highlands;  that  he  be  re- 
quested immediately  to  attend  to  that  busi- 
ness; and  that  Captain  Denning,  on  his  way 
to  attend  this  Convention  to  receive  instruc- 
tions for  saitl  Committee.      [/'(?<,'(' 630,  vol.  i.] 

DiK  Jiivis,  r.M.,  ^^.ly  Sth,  1777. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Present, —  Gen'l.  TenBroeck,  President. 
Gen'l.  Scott,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Beekman, 
Col.  Brasher,  Mr.  Jay,  Major  Van  Zandt, 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Dunscomb, —  New  York. 
Mr.  Laurence, — ^  Queens.  Major  Tappen, 
Major  Parks, —  Ulster.  Gen'l.  TenBroeck, 
Mr.  Bleecker,  Mr.  Ganesvoort,  Mr.  Abraham 
Yates, — -Albany.  Mr.  G.  Livingston, — 
Dutchess.  Mr.  William  Harper,  Mr.  New- 
kirk,— Tryon.  Mr.  Jas.  Smith,  Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr..  Clarke,— Orange.  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Mil- 
ler, Mr.  Treadwell,— Suffolk.  Mr.  Tomp- 
kins, Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Morris,— West- 
chester.     Mr.    Stevens, —  Cumberland. 

A  letter  from  Colonel  John  Broome,  dated 
the  5th  instant,  relative  to  the  vessel  of  war, 
the  "Montgomery"  was  received  anil  read,  as 
follows,  to  wit :  — 

Hartford,  May  5,  1777. 

Sir:  —  Captain  William  Rogers,  in  the  pri- 
vateer sloop,  "Montgomery"  belonging  to 
our  State,  arrived  at  New  Haven  last  week, 
and  as  I  esteem  that  harbour  at  present  a  very 
unsafe  one,  I  have  ordered  her  round  into 
Connecticut   river,    as   high   as   Middletown. 

Captain    Rogers,  on  his  passage  fronr  Balti- 
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more,  took  a  prize  schooner  laden  with  to- 
bacco, bound  to  New  York,  but  was  unluckily 
retaken   by  a  man  of  war  near  I'isher's  Island. 

The  officer  and  four  men  of  wars  men 
which  navigated  the  schooner,  are  brought  in 
prisoners. 

I  think  it  will  be  best  to  fit  out  the  "Mont- 
gomery" immediately  if  provisions  and  other 
necessaries  can  be  obtained;  but  the  Captain 
and  men  decline  going  until  the  former 
cruises  are  settled;  Capt.  Rogers  tells  me  he 
engaged  in  our  service  on  the  terms  allowed 
by  Congress,  which  at  present  I  think  is  half 
the  prizes,  besides  wages.  Should  be  glad  to 
know  if  the  Convention  understand  the  agree- 
ment in  that  light.  I  have  not  as  yet  had 
an  opportunity  of  procuring  Capt.  Roger's 
accounts,  therefore,  don't  know  how  much  is 
due  to  him  and  the  men. 

The  privateer,  I  am  informed,  is  consider- 
ably in  debt  for  moneys  advanced  by  order  of 
her  former  agent,  Mr.  Hallett,  towards  fit- 
ting her  out  the  last  cruise  at  New  Haven. 

If  Mr.  Francis  Lewis  is  returned  to  Con- 
vention, it  will  be  necessary  to  send  me  a 
sufficiency  of  her  prize  money  to  settle  the 
accounts  and  refit  her;  but  in  case  he  is  not 
with  you,  I  desire  Convention  will  without 
loss  of  time,  order  him  to  remit  me  a  suffi- 
ciency for  that  purpose. 

I  am  the  more  urgent  because  there  will  be 
no  chance  of  getting  her  out  before  the  ac- 
counts are  closed.  Capt.  Rogers  tells  me  her 
prize  sold  at  Baltimore  rising  ii,ooo  Pounds, 
that  currency,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  Js.  Gd. 
per  dollar,  I  imagine  7,000  Pounds  is  not 
more  than  will  be  necessary  for  the  purposes 
above  jnentioned,  shoukl  -you  direct  me  to 
allow  half  the  prize  money  exclusive  of  wages. 

The  Captain  tells  me  he  received  at  Balti- 
more from  Mr.  Lewis,  about  700  Pounds. 

I  have  just  removed  my  family  from  the 
seashore  to  this  place,  and  allotted  to  have 
set  out  for  Convention  last  week,  but  the 
landing  of  the  enemy  at  Compoo  antl  the 
arrival   of   Rogers   prevented. 

J  am.  Sir,  your  and 
Convention's  humble  servt. 

John   Broome. 


N.B.  If  the  salt  Brig  is  condemned  and 
sold,  Mr.  Lewis  must  send  me  of  her  proceeds 
in  nearly  the  same  proportion  with  that  of  the 
other  [jrize.      [-/'"A'"''  45^,  vol.  2.] 

LeI'TKU    I'KOM    ClII.UNliL    Jol[N    UroOME, 

IIarH'ORI),  May  2otli,  1777. 

Sir:  —  Capt.  Rogers  and  his  crew  are  so 
very  urgent  to  receive  their  proportion  of 
prize  money  and  wages  due,  on  their  former 
cruises,  that  I  thought  it  best  for  the  Captain 
to  wait  on  Convention  in  person,  in  order  that 
the  terms  he  entered  into  our  service  upon, 
may  be  ascertained  to  the  satisfaction  of  both 
parties  which  agreement  I  understand  was 
only  a  Verbal   one. 

Should  Mr.  Lewis  not  be  returned  to  Con- 
vention you  will  please  to  advance  to  Capt. 
Rogers  whatever  sum  may  be  necessary  for 
the  purposes  mentioned  in  my  letter  under 
date  of  5th  instant,  upon  receipt  of  which  I 
shall  be  careful  to  enter  upon  a  settlement 
with   them. 

I  have  consulted  Gov.  Trumbull  respecting 
the  "Montgomery."  He  was  so  polite  as  to 
offer  me  the  use  of  any  port  within  this  State 
for  the  purposes  of  rendering  her  safer  and 
fitting  her  out,  but  declines  permitting  my 
receiving  any  hands  on  board  belonging  to 
this  State.  I  must  therefore  endeavor  to  man 
her  with  refugees  from  our  State.  The  rea- 
son of  this  prohibition,  is  that  no  obstruction 
be  given  to  completing  their  quota  of  the 
Continental   army. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know,  by  Captain 
Rogers,  whether  it  is  agreeable  to  you  that  I 
should  engage  liini  for  a  future  cruise,  on  the 
terms  he  exacts. 

I  am  with  much  esteem,  .Sir, 

Your  and  Convention's 

humble  Servt. 

John  I^roomk, 
Lieut.    Colonel. 

To   THE    IldNOURAIU.E 

AiiKAiiAM  Ten  Hkoeck,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Convention  of  tlie 

Slate  of  New  York. 


BIOGRAPHICAL   REVIEW 


8ii 


Dili  Jovis,  10  ho.  A.M. 
June  5,  1777. 

The  Council    met   pur.suant  to  adjournment. 

Prayers  &c. 

Present, —  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  President. 
Mr.  Jay,  Gen'l.  Scott,  Mr.  R.  li.  Livint;-ston, 
Col.  UeWitt,  Mr.  Piatt,  Major  Van  Zandt, 
Mr.    Ilobart. 

[E.KTKACT.] 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
application  of  Capt.  Rogers  of  the  armed 
sloop  Montgomerie,  belonging  to  this  State, 
delivered  in  their  report,  which  was  read, 
and   thereupon, 

Rcso/vcd :  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
pounds  be  advanced  to  Captain  Rogers,  to 
enable  him  to  [lay  the  wages  of  the  crew  of 
the  armed  sloop  Montgomerie  and  to  reim- 
burse him  sundry  sums  of  money  by  him 
advanced  for  the  said  vessel. 

That  Captain  Rogers  render  his  accounts 
relative  to  the  said  vessels  of  war  and  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  money  advanced  to  him,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  to  this  Council  of  Safety  or 
a  future  Legislature  of  this  State,  that  a  final 
settlement  may  be  made  relative  thereto. 
That  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Hroome  be 
requested  and  directed  to  see  that  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  said  vessel  are  immediately 
discharged,  and  to  sell  or  cause  to  be  sold, 
the  vessel  of  war,  the  Montgomerie,  with  her 
stores,  to  the  best  advantage  for  this  .State, 
and  that  as  soon  as  the  crew  is  discharged, 
he  apixiiiU  some  jiropcr  person  to  take  the 
care  and  charge  of  the  said  vessel  until  she 
is  sold,      [-/^''.i,''' 995,  vol.   1.] 

])n:  Mi.KCUkii,  4  bo.  p.m. 
July  9,  1777. 

The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

I^rayers  as  usual. 

Present, —  Pierre     Van      Cortlandt,      Esq., 


IVesident.  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Tomkins,  Col. 
DeWitt,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston, 
Major  Van  Zandt,  Major  Tappen,  Mr. 
Harper,    Mr.    Morris. 

Whereas,  Thomas  Willis,  a  master's  mate 
of  one  of  the  ]5ritisii  ship  of  war,  taken  pris- 
oner by  Captain  Rogers  of  the  armed  sloop 
Montgomerie,  belonging  to  this  State  and 
carried   into  the   State  of  Connecticut :     And 

Whereas,  Colonel  John  Broome  hath,  on 
behalf  of  this  State,  taken  the  parol  of  the 
said  Thomas  Willis,  to  go  to  New  York  on 
the  like  terms  as  those  of  our  troops  taken  on 
Lake  Champlain  last  year,  were  permitted  by 
General  Carlton  to  return  to  their  respective 
homes. 

Ki'soh'c,/ :  That  the  Council  do  approve  of 
the  act  of  Colonel  Broome  in  the  premises, 
and  that  they  consider  the  said  Thomas  \Vil- 
1  is  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  to  be  e.vchanged  for 
an  inhabitant  of  this  State. 

Resolved  further:  That  Colonel  Broome  be 
requested  to  apply  to  some  jjroper  officer 
for  a  flag  or.  passport  for  the  said  Thomas 
Willis,  to  enal)le  him  to  repair  to  the  City  of 
New  York.      [/'".C  99°'  ''''"'•   ■•] 

Drr.  Jovis,  10  ho.  a.m. 
July  10,  1777. 

The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

I'rayers  as  usual. 

Present, —  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  ICscp, 
President.  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Tred- 
well,  Colo.  DeWitt,  Mr.  Jay,  Major  Van 
Zandt,  Major  Tai)pen,  Mr.  Gilbert  Living- 
ston,   Mr,    Cantine. 

[1C.\TKACT.] 

The  Auditor  General  informs  the  Council 
that  Captain  Rogers  hath  appeared  to  audit 
the  accounts  of  the  sloop  Montgomerie  upon 
which  arise  the  following  doubts:  — 

P^irst,    Whether  the  crew   should    be    paid 
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their  wages  at  the  rate  of  twenty-eight  days  to 
the  month. 

Secondly,  Whetlier  some  articles  taken  by 
Captain  Rogers  from  one  of  the  prizes  for  his 
own  use  shall  be  charged  to  him. 

And  Thirdly,  Whether  the  account.?  shall 
be  settled  with  the  crew  from  the  face  of  the 
accounts  transmitted  by  Francis  Lewis  Esq., 
without  deducting  their  expenses  attentling 
an  appeal  prosecuted  before  Congress  for  one 
of  the  prizes  of  the  said  sloop,  charging  said 
expenses  to  account  of  moneys  due  the  said 
sloop  in  the  hands  of  Joseph  Hal  let,  or 
whether  the   said   expense   shall   be  deducted. 

In  answer  to  which. 

Resolved :  As  there  is  a  doubt  how  the  said 
crew  ought  to  be  paid,  therefore  in  considera- 
tion of  their  loss  by  the  neglect  of  the  agents 
formerly  appointed  for  their  prizes,  that  they 
be  paid  at  the  rate  of  twenty-eight  days  to 
the  month. 

Rcsohcd:  That  the  Captain  be  charged 
with  the  articles  above  mentioned  except  the 
bolt  of  oznaburgs  and  hogshead  of  ale,  taken 
for  the  use  of  the  crew.      And, 

Resolved :  That  the  exiJense  of  the  said 
appeal  be  liquidated  in  the  account  of  moneys 
due  said  sloop  from  the  said  Joseph  Ilallct. 

Resolved  and  Ordered :  That  Colonel  John 
Broome  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  out  of  the  moneys  arising  from  the 
Sale  of  the  armed  Sloop  Montgomerie  to  pay 
unto  Cajitain  William  Rogers,  late  Comman- 
der of  said  slo(i[),  the  sum  of  four  thousand 
pounds  on  account  of  the  prize  money  due  to 
him  and  the  crew  of  said  sloop.  \^R"ge  991, 
vol.  I.] 

])IK  VkNF.KIS,  10  ho.  A.M. 

July  II,  1777. 

The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 


Present, —  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq., 
President.  Mr.  Cantine,  Major  Van  Zandt, 
Mr.  Tredwell,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Gilbt. 
Livingston,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Harper,  Col. 
DeWitt. 

[Extract.] 
A  letter  from  Colonel  John  Broome,  dated 
at  Hartford,  the  fifth  instant,  informing  that 
pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  Council,  he  hath 
disposed  of  the  sloop  Montgomerie  for  three 
thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  lawful 
money,  was  read  and  filed.      \^l^agc  992,   vol. 

'•] 

Lkitf.r  krom  Colonel  John  Hroomk, 

Hartford,  July  5,  1777. 

Sir:  —  Your  order  of  the  Sth  ultimo,  di- 
recting the  sale  of  the  Montgomery  privateer, 
with  her  stores,  I  duly  received. 

In  pursuance  whereof,  I  advertised  her  for 
sale  at  public  auction  on  Tuesday,  the  first 
instant,  when  she  was  struck  off  to  Colonel 
Comfort  Sage,  of  Middletown,  for  three  thou- 
sand, five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  lawful 
money,  part  of  which  I  have  received,  and 
expect  the  remainder  soon.  The  net  proceeds 
I  will  retain  in  my  hands  subject  to  your 
order.  I  cannot  transmit  you  the  account  by 
this  post,  as  I  have  a  dispute  with  Mr.  Levi 
Allen,  concerning  a  small  boat  in  which  he 
was  taken  by  Captain  Rogers  bound  from 
I-'isher's  to  Long  Island.  The  boat  was 
brought  into  New  London  harbor,  and  from 
thence  was  ordered  by  Capt.  Rogers  to  New 
Haven,  and  on  her  passage  there  was  lost. 

Mr.  Allen  alleges  that  as  he  has  been  tried 
and  acquitted  he  ought  not  to  abide  the  loss 
of  the  boat. 

We  have  submitted  the  dispute  to  refer- 
ence, and  when  it  is  determined,  you  may 
again  expect  to  hear  from. 

Sir,  your  humble  Servant, 

Jno.    Bkoomk. 

HoM. 
I'lKRRE  Van  Cortlandt. 
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[Records  of  Provincial  Congress  1777.] 

March  26th,  4  p.m.  1777. 
Ordered:  That  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Diiane  and 
Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  be  a  Committee  to 
report  a  proper  paragraph  for  enabling  the 
members  of  the  other  United  American  States 
to  liold  land  in  this  State. 


jAPTAIN  JOHN  LLOYD  BROOME. 
This  distinguished  citizen  of  the  city 
of  New  York  was  the  son  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  John  Broome,  who  was  one  of 
the  first  Lieutenant  Governors  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  being  elected  to  that  position  for 
three  successive  terms.  His  mother,  Rebecca 
(Lloyd)  Broome,  belonged  to  the  famous  fam- 
ily of  Lloyd's  Manor,  Long  Island,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  wealthy  of  that  place. 

Captain  Broome  was  well  reared  and  finely 
educated,  and  was  an  officer  in  a  city  regi- 
ment as  early  as  1793.  From  his  youth  he 
was  ardently  interested  in  local  politics,  and 
was  appointed  County  Clerk  in  181 5,  and 
through  .several  reappointments  held  the  office 
until  1822,  when  his  successor  was  elected  by 
the  people.  In  1823  he  first  served  as  mem- 
ber of  Assembly,  a  position  which  he  filled 
for  some  years.  A  prominent  Democrat,  he 
was  strongly  idcnlilied  with  the  Tammany  So- 
ciety, ol  which  his  father  was  one  of  the 
founders,  and  went  with  them  to  dig  an  in- 
trenchment  at  Fort  Green,  L.I.,  during  the 
War  of  181 2,  and  later  was  stationed  there 
with  his  regiment  for  some  time.  He  was 
one  of  the  largest  subscribers  to  the  fund  for 
the    support    of    the    defences    of    New    York 


City,  being  known  at  the  time  as  the  wealthi- 
est bachelor  in  that  city.  His  exquisite  neat- 
ness of  dress  and  extremely  courteous  manners 
gained  for  him  the  name  of  the  Chesterfield  of 
America;  but,  although  particular  as  to  his 
personal  appearance,  he  was  never  classed 
among  what  were  called  in  those  days 
"dandies." 

Late  in  life  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Fran- 
ces A.  Justice,  a  prominent  lady  of  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.,  whose  brother  was  the  famous 
Major  McGlassin  of  the  United  States  Army. 
Major  McGlassin's  bravery  during  the  War  of 
1812  is  matter  of  historical  record,  especially 
where  at  the  battle  of  Plattsburg  with  a  de- 
tachment of  fifty  men  he  fordetl  the  Saranac 
River,  surprising  and  defeating  a  battalion 
of  British  regulars,  Peninsular  troops,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  strong,  intrenched  there. 
He  recrossed  the  river  with  his  prisoners 
without  losing  a  man,  and  his  name  and  this 
event  was  later  celebrated  in  song.  The  gal- 
lant Major  was  twice  thanked  by  his  superior 
officers  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  brevetted 
for  his  bravery  on  this  occasion  by  the  gov- 
ernment. He  received  from  Congress  his 
commission  as  Majtu"  when  but  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  and  was  the  youngest  to  hold 
that  rank  in  the  army.  As  a  s[iecial  mark  of 
honor,  after  the  peace  tlie  young  officer  was 
sent  to  IJklontreal, 'Can.,  to  deliver  the  Eng- 
lish prisoners  captured  during  the  war,  and 
while  in  that  city  was  the  recipient  of  the 
highest  honors  from  the  luiglish  officers,  who 
were  so  surprised  at  liis  youth  that  they  could 
hardly  believe  liis  official   rank,  and  presented 
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him  with  a  "marquee  "  valued  at  sixty  pounds. 
Later  lie  died  in  the  flower  of  his  youth  of 
yellow  fever  in  the  South,  while  volunteering 
to  nurse  the  sick. 

Captain  John  Lloyd  Broome  and  his  wife 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  as  follows: 
Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Lloyd  Broome,  the 
distinguished  veteran  of  the  Civil  War;  Ann 
Charlotte;  George  Temple;  and  William  IL 
Of  these  children  the  Lieutenant  Colonel  is 
the  only  surviving  son. 

Captain  Broome  died  at  his  home,  No.  jS 
Broad  Street,  in  New  York  City,  on  the  i6th 
of  December,  1835.  He  was  universally  re- 
gretted, as  he  was  a  good  citizen,  an  honor- 
able man,  and  of  unblemished  character.  Me 
illuslratetl  in  his  life  the  family  characteris- 
tics which  had  made  his  father  and  his  earlier 
ancestors  prominent  and  influential  people  in 
the  annals  of  American  history.  He  was  a 
faithful    member  of  the   Presbyterian   church. 


)IEUT.  COL.  JOHN  LLOYD  BROOME, 
only  surviving  son  of  Captain  Jolm 
Lloyd  Broome,  and  grandson  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Broome,  an  early 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  York,  of  both  of 
whom  sketches  are  given  in  this  volume,  was 
born  at  the  corner  of  Crosby  and  ISroomc 
Streets,  New  York  City,  in  the  year  1824, 
and  was  reared  in  the  usual  way  of  boys  of 
good  families  until  the  age  of  twelve  years. 
Having  inherited  a  natural  love  for  marine 
life,  he  entered  the  merchant  marine  service, 
and,  after  making  several  voyages,  became  an 


officer  of  the  Liverpool  Black  l?all  Line  of 
packets  and  also  of  the  London  Black  X  Line. 
While  on  one  of  his  voyages  as  Second  Officer 
of  the  Black  Ball  Liner  ''North  America"  to 
Liverpool,  and  while  the  ship  was  in  Princes' 
Dock  in  that  city,  an  occurrence  took  place 
which   caused   great   excitement  in  Liverpool. 

The  "  North  America "  was  lying  in  the 
dock  alongside  of  a  Guernsey  ship  called  the 
"Manderson."  One  Edw.u'd  Le  Huguet  was 
the  First  Officer  of  this  ship,  and  on  frequent 
occasions  saw  fit  to  curse  Mr.  15roome,  his 
ship's  crew,  the  Captain  and  First  Officer, 
and  the  American  flag,  to  which  he  made  the 
most  obscene  allusions.  This  course  of  con- 
duct toward  the  crew  of  the  "North  Amer- 
ica" Le  Huguet  i)ursued  for  some  time, 
when,  patience  and  endurance  seeming  no 
longer  a  virtue,  it  was  determined  by  the 
crew  to  give  Le  Huguet  and  his  men  a  good 
threshing  by  boarding  the  "Manderson,"  not- 
withstanding she  was  a  British  ship  in  a  Brit- 
ish dock. 

•  Now  on  Sundays  the  Captain  and  I'irst 
Officer  of  the  "North  America"  were  always 
on  shore,  —  that  is,  out  of  the  ship, —  and  the 
vessel  at  such  times  was  in  command  of  the 
Second  Officer,  Mr.  Broome;  and  it  was  on 
one  of  these  Sundays  that,  Le  Huguet  and 
many  of  his  crew  being  unusually  abusive, 
Mr.  l^roome  gave  the  order  to  board  the 
"Manderson,"  which  was  done  by  the  crew  of 
the  "North  America,"  when  a  savage  fight 
took  place  with  heavers  (a  small  club),  mar- 
ling spikes,  and  fists. 

It  being  Sunday,  the  "Manderson"  had  her 


\h 


1^ 


LIEUT.   COL.  JOHN    LLOYD    BROOME 


BIOGRAPHICAL   REVIEW 


817 


flag  flying,  as  all  ships  in  those  days  had  on 
Sunday  in  Princes'  Dock.  The  "  Mander- 
son  "  flag  was  pulled  down  and  torn  to  shreds; 
and  many  of  the  "  Manderson's "  crew  were 
badly  beaten,  particularly  Mr.  Le  Huguet, 
who  was  the  cause  of  all  the  trouble.  The 
"North  America's"  men  did  not  by  any 
means  come  off  scot-free;  for  many  of  them 
got  a  terrible  pounding,  particularly  Mr. 
l^roome,  who  was  but  a  very  young  boy  at  the 
time. 

A  great  crowd  congregated  in  the  dock 
alongside  the  ships,  and  an  attempt  was  made 
by  the  mob  to  board  the  "North  America," 
and  presumably  to  take  possession  of  her ; 
but  they  were  restrained  by  the  police.  It 
being  Sunday,  and  the  "North  America" 
being  a  foreign  shiji,  —  namely,  an  Ameri- 
can,—  no  warrants  of  arrest  were  issued  on 
that  day;  but  the  next  day  Mr.  ]5roome  was 
arrested  early  in  the  morning  on  a  Judge's 
warrant,  and  imprisoned  until  the  court  met 
at  II  A.M.,  when,  after  a  partial  hearing  of 
the  case,  he  was  acliuitted  to  bail,  the  agent 
of  the  Hlack  15all  Line  in  Liverpool  becomiug 
his  surety  until  the  day  of  trial,  which  was 
specified.  When  it  came,  the  court-room 
was  crowded,  great  interest  being  manifested 
to  hear  such  an  unusual  case.  All  the  evi- 
dence for  the  jjrosecution  and  the  defence 
having  been  given,  the  Judges,  five  in  num- 
ber, retired  to  make  up  a  finding;  and,  when 
the  court  reopened  and  the  Judges  came  in, 
the  accused  felt  his  hair  beginning  to  stand 
on  end,  so  scared  was  he  at  the  solemn  looks 
of     the     white-wigged,     black-robed      Judges, 


transportation  seeming  to  loom  up  in  the  dis- 
tance. After  taking  their  seats  at  the  ros- 
trum and  the  court  being  called  to  order,  the 
Judge,  who  sat  in  the  centre,  with  two  Judges 
on  his  right  and  two  on  his  left,  said  in  effect 
as  follows :  — 

"Here  it  is  we  have  an  outrageous  breach 
of  Her  Majesty's  peace  committed  right  here 
in  our  midst  upon  the  Holy  Sabbath  Day. 
Riots  and  confusions  are  and  have  been  of- 
too  frequent  occurrence  upon  this  Holy  Day, 
and  it  seems  some  course  must  be  taken  to 
remedy  this  great  and  growing  evil.  Here  it 
appears  from  the  evidence  was  one  of  Her 
Most  Gracious.  Majesty's  merchant  marine 
lying  in  one  of  our  docks,  and  in  close  pro.x- 
imity  thereto  was  an  American  packet  ship. 
It  appears  from  the  evidence  that  some  ran- 
cor had  arisen  between  the  respective  crews 
of  the  two  ships,  which  resulted  in  the  Amer- 
ican crew  making  an  unlawful  attack  by 
boarding  and  violently  assaulting  the  crew  of 
Iler  Majesty's  merchant  shii);  but,  as  the 
court  have  said,  although  this  assault  was 
unlawful,  the  prosecution  in  their  evidence 
admit  having  used  the  most  foul,  the  most 
indecent,  and  provoking  language  to  the  ac- 
cused, who  also  by  the  evidence  of  the  prose- 
cution api)ear  to  have  given  no  offence 
whatever,  and  were  made  subject  to  the  abuse 
merely  because  tliey  represented  a  nation  with 
whom  our  people  are  allietl  by  ancestry  and 
constant  friendly  relations.  And  the  finding 
of  the  court  is,  if  you  Englishmen  will  treat 
with  contumely,  abuse,  and  blasi)hemy  those 
Americans  who  in  the  pursuit   of   their  avoca- 
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tions  hajiiicn  to  be  amonp^  us,  wliy  tlicn  you 
luiglisliuicn  must  take  the  natural  conse- 
quences of  your  misconduct.  The  accused  is 
fined  five  pounds,  and  discharged  upon  the 
payment  of  sucli  fine."  The  fine  was  immedi- 
ately paid  by  the  Liverpool  agent  of  the 
Black  ]3all  I^ine,  and  Mr.  Broome  was 
released. 

While  making  one  of 'his  trips  to  China, 
being  then  on  board  the  ship  "Oneida,"  he 
received  the  appointment  of  Second  Officer  to 
the  American  receiving-ship,  "Lin  Tin," 
Captain  Macondry  commanding.  While  serv- 
ing in  this  capacity,  a  fleet  of  pirate  junks 
anchored  in  shoal  water  around  a  point  of 
land  not  far  from  the  ship,  near  the  Cowloon 
passage  off  the  coast  of  China.  It  was  deter- 
mined by  Captain  Macondry  to  make  an 
attack  upon  them  with  boats  of  the  opium 
receiving  fleet,  one  of  which  was  in  Colonel 
Broome's  command.  They  made  the  attack 
upon  the  pirates,  and  captured  and  burned 
their  entire  fleet.  In  this  engagement  young 
Broome,  then  only  fifteen  years  of  age,  re- 
ceived a  severe  wound.  In  December,  1842, 
when  Mr.  Broome  was  again  in  China,  an 
English  woman  by  her  imprudent  curiosity 
jirecipitated  a  serious  riot'between  tlie  natives 
and  the  foreign  residents,  in  which  the  armed 
sailors  of  the  English  and  the  American  mer- 
chant fleet  anchored  at  Whampoa,  seven  miles 
below  Canton,  were  called  to  that  place  to 
defend  the  French,  English,  and  other  foreign 
factories,  whose  interests  were  wholly  de- 
stroyed, with  the  exception  of  the  Americans. 
The   woman  whose    Eve-like  quality    was   the 


cause  of  this  lamentable  occurrence  was  the 
wife  of  a  British  shij)master.  Knowing  that 
foreign  women  were  not  allowed  in  the  city  of 
Canton,  their  presence  being  prohibited  not 
only  by  law,  but  by  tradition,  wliich  predicted 
that  the  fall  of  China  would  be  brought  about 
by  the  presence  of  a  woman  of  foreign  birth, 
she  persuaded  her  husband  to  allow  her  to  don 
male  attire,  and  accompany  him  to  see  the 
sights  of  Canton.  Her  presence  attracted  no 
comment  until  by  accident  her  hair,  becoming 
disarranged  and  falling  its  full  length,  re- 
vealed her  identity.  In  the  battle  which  fol- 
lowed she-  managed  to  make  her  escape  to  her 
husband's  ship.  In  this  fight  Colonel  Broome 
was  severely  wounded.  Although  the  foreign 
factories  in  Canton  were  burned,  along  with 
a  portion  of  the  property  of  the  natives,  the 
Chinese  were  routed  at  all  points.  Two  years 
previous  to  this  event,  while  Second  Officer  of 
the  East  India  ship  "Commerce"  of  I'hiladel- 
phia.  Pa.,  Captain  Timothy  Rogers  command- 
ing, our  subject  received  the  thanks  of  the 
Insurance  Company  of  North  America  of 
Philadelphia,  and  also  a  present  of  fifty  dol- 
lars from  them,  for  his  praiseworthy  and  gal- 
lant conduct  in  assisting  to  quell  a  mutiny  on 
board  that  ship  when  she  was  in  great  distress 
on  the  coast  of  the  United  States  in  the  win- 
ter of  1840,  on  her  return  voyage  from  China. 
After  this  Mr.  Broome  was  almost  constantly 
at  sea  in  the  merchant  service  until  the  time 
he  entered  the  naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
record,  which  was  approved  by  the  Naval  De- 
partment, as  publislied    in  1870,  namely:  Ap- 
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pointed  from  New  York.  Commissioned  as 
Second  Lieutenant  January  12,  1848.  Served 
in  Mexico,  during  tlic  war  with  Mexico,  at 
Vera  Cruz,  Alvarailo,  and  Laguna.  Aj)- 
poiiUeil  Adjutant  Second  Marine  I^attalion  at 
Laguna,  Mexico,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  late  Colonel  J.  G.  Reynolds,  who  wrote 
to  Colonel  Samuel  Miller  of  the  Marine 
Corps,  under  date  of  August  9,  1S4S,  as  fol- 
lows: "Lieutenant  Broome,  while  serving 
with  me  at  yVlvarado,  came  under  my  particu- 
lar observation;  and,  when  tlie  detachment 
under  Captain  Waklron  was  sent  to  Laguna, 
I  recommended  Mr.  Hroome  as  the  must  suit- 
able officer  fur  the  office  of  Adjutant.  Ilis 
qualifications,  therefore,  are  fully  presented 
you."  In  August,  1S48,  after  the  peace  with 
Mexico,  Lieutenant  Broome  returned  to  the 
United  States  in  the  United  States  steamer 
"Scorpion,"  Commander  Bigelow,  and  during 
part  of  the  passage,  by  order  of  Commander 
Bigelow,  performed  the  duty  of  Watch-officer 
and  Master.  Was  on  duty  at  RLirine  Bar- 
racks, Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  1848  and  part  of  1S49. 
While  in  charge  of  the  steamer  "New  Or- 
leans," seized  by  the  United  States  for  engag- 
ing in  a  filibustering  expedition.  Commander 
(since  Ailmiral)  Joshua  R.  Sands  wrote  to 
Lieutenant  Broome  officially,  untler  date  of 
September  10,  1849,  as  follows:  "I  hope  for 
to-night  you  will  get  along  comfortably  and 
without  annoyance,  and  expect  in  the  morn  a 
more  agreeable  state  of  things.  I  am  also 
instructed  by  Commander  McKeever  to  say 
that  he  is  very  much  pleased  with  your  con- 
duct throughout."      Received  an  official    letter 


of  thanks  from  United  States  Marshal  Tal- 
madge,  of  New  York,  for  services  rendered  on 
board  steamer  "  New  Orleans "  SeiJtember, 
1S49.  Served  in  ship  "Marion,"  Commander 
William  M.  Glendy,  1850-52,  on  tiie  I'.ast 
India  Station.  ThankcLl  olficially  on  the 
quarter-deck  of  tiie  ship  "Marion,"  May  27, 
1S51,  by  Commander  William  M.  Glendy, 
through  the  First  Lieutenant  of  the  ship 
"Marion,"  for  services  rendered  while  in 
charge  of  the  launch  of  that  vessel  in  carrying 
out  her  bower  anchor  through  the  breakers, 
and  by  which  anciior  the  shi|)  was  got  off  after 
she  Jiad  been  run  on  shore  at  Tam  -Sui,  Island 
of  I-'iH-mosa,  on  tlie  night  (if  May  27,  1S51. 
Officially  conmieniled  October  30,  1851,  by 
the  commanding  officer  piv  ton.  (First  Lieu- 
tenant A.  M.  Pennok,  late  Admiral  Pennok) 
of  the  ship  "RTarion"  for  meritorious  conduct 
on  the  occasion  of  the  blowing  up  of  the 
Portuguese  frigate  "Donna  I\Iaria  IL,"  Ty[)a 
anchorage,  off  Macao,  (Jctober  29,  1851. 
Also,  with  the  other  officers  of  the  "Marion" 
recei-ved  the  thanks  of  the  Queen  of  Portugal, 
Donna  Maria  IL,  for  meritorious  conduct  on 
the  same  occasion.  In  recognition  of  ser- 
vices performed  by  Lieutenant  Broome,  while 
attached  to  the  ship  "Marion,"  Commander 
William  M.  Glendy  wrote  as  follows,  under 
date  of  May,   1S53  :  — 

"This  is  to  certify  that  Lieutenant  J.  L. 
Broome  has  served  under  my  commantl  for  two 
years  and  a  half;  and  during  said  period  I 
had  ample  opportunity  of  forming  a  just  esti- 
mate of  his  professional  abilities  as  a  seaman 
and  accomplished  officer.      Lieutenant  Broome 
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is  fully  competent  to  take  charge  of  a  ship 
with   advantage   to   the   owner." 

Served  at  Marine  Barracks,  Brooklyn, 
N.Y.,  1852-53  and  part  of  1854.  Served  in 
ship  "John  Adams"  in  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
1854-55.  Served  at  Marine  Barracks,  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  and  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  1S56 
and  part  of  1S57.  Commissioned  as  F"irst 
Lieutenant  September  28,  1857.  Served  on 
board  ship  "John  Adams,"  Pacific  Ocean, 
1857-58.  Ordered  September  12,  1857,  by 
Commander  Henry  K.  Hoff  (afterwards  Ad- 
miral Hoff),  ship  "John  Adams,"  to  take 
charge  of  the  Purser's  Department  of  that 
vessel,  which  duty  Lieutenant  Broome  per- 
formed until  the  vessel  was  paid  off  at  Nor- 
folk, Va.,  May  5,  1858.  Commander  Hoff 
commended  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Broome 
in  an  official  communication,  dated  August 
22,   1S58,  as  follows:  — 

"I  am  indeed  gratified  (for  reasons  which 
you  will  perfectly  understand)  that  your  many 
intricate  accounts  should  have  been  balanced 
by  the  Auditor  to,  in  fact,  a  fraction.  This 
result  has  alone  been  effected  by  that  constant 
watchfulness,  which  I  was  ever  pleased  to 
notice,  in  the  smallest  item  connected  with 
the  money  affairs  of  the  ffovcrnmcnt ;  and  I 
truly  trust  that  you  n\ay  always  be  moving  on 
the  stepi)ing-stone  of  lucrative  and  agreeable 
employment  as  a  reward,  should  these  'piping 
times  of  peace  '  prevent  your  obtaining  it  in 
a  more  grateful  way." 

Served  on  board  the  receiving-ship  "Penn- 
sylvania" at  Norfolk,  Va.,  part  of  1858  and 
part   of    1859.      Served   on   board  ship  "Ports- 


mouth" on  the  coast  of  Africa  part  of  1859 
and  part  of  i860.  Served  on  board  steamer 
"San  Jacinto"  on  the  coast  of  Africa  part  of 
i860.  Ordered  on  board  the  prize  slaver  brig 
"Bonito"  jjy  Captain  T.  A.  Dornin  as  I'^xecu- 
tive  Officer  October  10,  i860.  Served  on 
board  the  above  vessel  as  Executive  and 
Watch  Officer  imtil  her  arrival  at  Charleston,  , 
S.C.,  December  19,  i860.  Mobbed  in 
Charleston,  S.C.,  December  20,  i860,  the 
day  of  the  passage  of  the  secession  ordinance, 
and  compelled  to  go  on  board  the  "lionito," 
then  anchored  off  Castle  Pinckney,  Charleston 
Harbor.  Commander  James  P.  Foster  (Lieu- 
tenant commanding  prize  brig  "Bonito") 
wrote  officially  as  follows  in  regard  to  Lieu- 
tenant Broome  while  on  board  the  "Bonito," 
under  date  of  November  23,  1866:  — 

"I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  you 
have  always  performed  your  duties  to  my 
entire  satisfaction  as  a  good  seaman  and 
officer,  and  always  careful  to  see  that  all  my 
orders  were  executed;  and,  in  conclusion,  let 
me" say  I  know  you  to  be  trustworthy,  reliable, 
and  in  every  way  capable  of  commanding  any 
class  of  vessel." 

Ordered  to  the  ship  "Powhatan"  April  4, 
1 86 1,  and  served  on  board  that  vessel  at  the 
relief  of  I'ort  Pickens  April  17,  1861.  Com- 
missioned as  Captain  July  26,  1861.  Or- 
dered to  the  flag-ship  "Hartford,"  Flag-officer 
D.  G.  Farragut,  January,  1862,  and  while 
attached  to  that  vessel  as  Fleet  Marine  Officer 
was  in  the  following  battles,  and  performed 
the  following  services:  battle  of  Forts  Jack- 
son  and   St.   Philip   April    24,    1862;    occupa- 
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tion  of  quarantine  above  Fort  Jackson  with 
United  States  marines,  under  command  of 
Ca|jtain  liroome,  senior  officer  on  shore,  and 
hoisting  United  States  flag  tliere  antl  talvini^ 
[irisoners  of  tlie  reljel  troo[)S  stationed  tliere 
April  24,  1S62;  battle  of  Chalmette  April 
25,  1S62;  occupation  of  New  Orleans  with 
the  United  States  marines,  under  command  of 
Captain  ]5roome,  and  hoistin;^  the  United 
States  flay  there  on  the  custom-house  April 
29,  1S62,  and  on  the  same  day  hauling  down 
the  rebel  State  flag  of  Louisiana  from  the 
City  Hall,  which  flag,  in  accordance  with 
[)rcvious  orders,  Captain  IJroome  delivered  in 
pers<ni  to  vVdmiral  J'"arragiit  on  the  quarter- 
deck of  the  flag-ship  "Hartford."  In  an 
official  communication  addressed  to  Colonel 
Broome,  the  late  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus 
Bailey  wrote:  — 

"April  24. —  The  anniversary  of  our  great 
victory.  The  part  you  took  on  that  memora- 
ble occasion  will  ever  grace  the  history  of  the 
United  States  Marine  Corps,  and  will  ever  be 
the  )3ride  of  your  brother  officers." 

Battle  of  Vicksburg,  June  28,  1862 
(wounded).  Commander  R.  Wainwright, 
commanding  flag-ship  "Hartford,"  under  date 
of  June  29,  1862,  in  reference  to  the  battle  of 
June  28,  1862,  wrote  that  "the  marine  guard, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  J<ihn  L. 
Broome,  had  charge  of  two  broadside  guns, 
and  fought  them  well,  thus  sustaining  the 
re|)utation  of  that  distinguished  corjjs." 
Battle  witli  rebel  ram  "Arkansas,"  morning  of 
July  15,  1S62;  second  battle  of  Vicksburg 
night   of   July    15,    1862    (severely   wounded), 


skirmish  at  Donaldsonville,  La.,  United 
States  marines  untlcr  command  of  Captain 
]5roome,  senior  olficer  on  shore,  and  burning 
the  place  August  9,  1S62;  battle  of  Port 
Hudson,  March  14,  1863;  battle  of  Grand 
Gulf,  March  19,  1863;  battle  of  VVarrenton, 
March  21,  1SG3;  second  battle  of  Warren- 
ton,  March  23,  1863;  third  battle  of  War- 
renton,  March  25,  1863;  fourth  battle  of 
Warrenton,  March  28,  1863;  second  battle  of 
Grand  Gulf,  March  30,  1863;  second  battle  of 
Port  Hudson,  May  27,  1S63.  The  following 
IS  a  copy  of  a  medical  certificate  on  file  in 
the  Ikneau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  from  the 
late  Surgeon-General  J.  M.  I'oltz,  Fleet 
Surgeon  of  the  West  Gulf  Squadron  during 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  in  relation  to 
wounds  received  by  Captain  Broome  in  battle: 

I'liii.AnM.i'iii.v,  October  15,  1S75. 

I  hereby  certify  that  Captain  John  L. 
Broome,  commanding  United  States  marine 
guaril  on  Ixiard  Admiral  ■•'"arragut's  flag-ship 
"Hartford"  in  1862,  was  wounded  slightly 
during  an  engagement  off  Vicksburg  on  June 
23  ;  and  again  during  an  engagement  with  the 
batteries  and  the  rebel  ram  "Arkansas"  off 
Vicksburg  on  July  15,  1S62,  he  was  wounded, 
—  severe  contusions  of  head  and  chest,  —  and 
that  on  both  occasions  he  remainetl  on  deck 
at  his  post  until  the  termination  of  the 
engagements. 

(Signed)  J.    M.    Foltz, 

J':x-S//rgLV)tGci/drti/,  U.  S.  N. 
Ltt/c-  I'lcct  Surgeon  West  Gulf  Squadron. 
I'rue  copy. 

(.Signed)  W.  CurivH, 

Siii:^,,iii  Genrral^  U,  S,  N. 
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Captain  Broome  was  brevctted  for  gallant 
and  meritorious  coniluct:  first,  in  the  battle  of 
Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  fought  April 
24,  1862;  second,  brevetted  for  gallant  and 
meritorious  conduct  in  the  battle  of  Vicks- 
burg,  fought  July  15,  1S62;  and,  third,  bre- 
vetted for  gallant  anil  meritorious  conduct  in 
the  battle  of  Port  Iludson,  fought  March  14, 
1863.  Was  commissioned  as  Brevet  Major 
and  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  for  the  above 
services,  his  brevet  majority  dating  from 
April  24,  1862,  and  his  brevet  lieutenant 
colonelcy  dating  from  March  14,  1S63. 
Served  in  the  flag-ship  "Hartford"  1862  and 
part  of  1863.  Captain  James  S.  Thornton, 
commanding  ship  "Kearsarge,"  addressed  to 
Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Broome  an  official 
communication,  dated  May  21,  1870,  as 
follows:  — 

"  Your  brevets  gave  me  as  much  ])leasure  as 
any  other  recognition  of  services  during  the 
late  war,  and  I  wish  sincerely  I  could  con- 
gratulate you  on  a  real  promotion.  However, 
the  empty  honor  is  a  recognition  of  real 
services,  and  as  such  will  be  prized  by  you,  as 
I  know  it  is  by  your  friends." 

On  duty  at  Marine  Barracks,  Brooklyn, 
N.Y.,  part  of  1863.  On  duty  at  Marine 
Barracks,  Portsmouth,  N.H.,  part  of  1863 
and  part  of  1864.  On  duty  at  Marine  Bar- 
racks, Brooklyn,  N.V.,  part  of  1864.  On 
duty  in  command  of  the  marines  at  Mound 
City  part  of  1864  and  part  of  1S65.  Commis- 
sioned Major  December  8,  1864.  On  duty  in 
command  of  Marine  Barracks,  Norfolk,  Va., 
part    of    1865,    1866,    and  part   of    1867.      Or- 


dered to  command  the  Marine  Barracks, 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  December  7,  1867.  Colonel 
Broome  was  thanked  by  E.  T.  Wood,  Esq., 
United  States  Internal  Revenue  Collector  for 
the  Third  District,  New  York,  in  an  official 
letter  dated  April  14,  186S,  for  the  valuable 
services  he  rendered  on  April  13,  1868,  on 
a  whiskey  raid  in  the  Fifth  Ward,  Brooklyn, 
N.Y.;  also  thanked  by  Michael  Scanlon, 
Esq.,  Assessor  of  the  Third  District,  New 
York,  in  an  official  letter  dated  March  28, 
1870,  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  sup- 
ported the  United  States  revenue  officers  on 
a  whiskey  raid  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  Rear-Ad- 
miral  S.  W.  Godon,  Commandant  Navy  Yard, 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  wrote  officially  to  the  Hon. 
George  M.  Robeson,  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
under  date  of  March  29,  1S70,  in  referring  to 
the  whiskey  raid  of  March  28,  1870,  that 
"Colonel  Broome  performed  this  most  deli- 
cate duty,  as  I  expected  he  would,  with  much 
prudence,  forbearance,  and  firmness."  In  an 
official  communication  in  reference  to  a  whis- 
key raid  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  on  November  2, 
3,  and  4,  1870,  S.  B.  Dutcher,  United  States 
Internal  Revenue  Supervisor,  wrote,  under 
date  of  November  7,  1870,  to  Rear-Admiral 
M.  Smith,  Commandant  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard: 
"I  also  desire  through  you  to  convey  my 
warmest  thanks  to  Colonel  Broome,  who  so 
ably  commanded  the  marines  on  that  occasion, 
and  for  the  manner  in  which  this  peculiar  and 
difficult  duty  was  performed." 

General  Israel  Vogdes,  First  Artillery, 
United  States  Army,  addressed  an  official 
letter,   dated    November  9,    1870,   to    Colonel 
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Broome,  in  which  he  expresses  his  "high 
appreciation  of  the  valualjle  services  and 
licarty  co-operation  reiulcred  to  him  on  that 
occasion,"  referring  to  the  vvliiskey  raid  of 
Novemljer,  1870,  on  wliich  occasion  the 
United  States  marines,  under  Colonel 
Hroome's  command,  were  associated  with 
those  of  the  United  States  Army,  under 
the  command  of  General  Vogdes.  Brigadier- 
General  Jacob  Zeilin,  Commandant  United 
States  Marine  Corps,  in  an  official  communi- 
cation, dated  November  17,  1870,  addressed 
to  Colonel  Broome,  wrote  as  follows  in  refer- 
ence to  a  then  recent  whiskey  raid:  "The  ser- 
vices which  the  officers  and  men  were  called 
on  to  perform  on  this  trying  cocasion  were  of 
a  delicate  nature,  requiring  firmness  and  dis- 
cretion. To  the  display  of  these  qualities  is 
due  the  successful  and  bloodless  result  of 
these  operations.  I  highly  appreciate  your 
conduct  throughout  as  commanding  officer  of 
the  marines." 

On  January  27,  1871,  Colonel  Broome  re- 
ceived a  complimentary  official  letter  from 
General  Zeilin,  Commandant  United  States 
Marine  Corps,  dated  January  24,  1871,  ex- 
pressing his  entire  approbation  of  the  manner 
in  which  Colonel  Broome  haTl  [jcrformed  his 
duty  ill  ciimmand  of  the  marines  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  whiskey  raiils  of  the  12th  anil  13th 
of  January,  1871,  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  In  an 
official  letter,  dated  July  15,  1871,  James 
Jourtlan,  Assessor  Internal  Revenue,  wrote 
to  Rear-Admiral  Smith,  Commandant  Brook- 
lyn Navy  Yard,  in  reference  to  a  whiskey 
raid   on   the    14th   of   July,    1871,    as   follows: 


"I  have  but  to  add  my  thanks,  and,  through 
you,  to  Colonel  Broome.  Were  it  not  for 
the  [jresence  of  Colonel  Broome  and  his 
forces,  many  of  my  men  would  certainly  have 
been  killed  or  wounded  (as  it  was,  three  of 
them  were  injured,  one,  it  is  feared,  mor- 
tally)."  . 

In  an  official  letter,  dated  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, Washington,  July  19,  1871,  Commis- 
sioner A.  I'leasanton  wrote  to  Colonel  Broome 
as  follows:  "Colonel,  accept  the  thanks  of 
this  office  for  your  promptness  in  responding 
to  the  call  made  upon  you  for  assistance  on 
the  morning  of  the  14th  **inst.  by  Assessor 
Jourdan  of  the  l-'irst  District  of  New  York. 
Great  credit  is  due  you  and  your  command  for 
the  services  rendered  him  and  his  assistants 
in  breaking  up  the  business  of  illicit  distill- 
ing in  his  district." 

In  an  official  letter,  dated  October  19, 
1871,  addressed  to  Colonel  Broome,  Rear- 
Admiral  Smith,  Commandant  Navy  Yard, 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  expresses  the  thanks  of  Su- 
pervisor Dutcher  to  Colonel  Broome  for  his 
services  on  the  whiskey  raid  of  October  17, 
1 87 1.  In  September,  1872,  Colonel  Broome 
was  ordered  by  the  Navy  Department  to  visit 
the  States'  jirisoiis  nf  the  Northern  States, 
and  to  rei)ort  the  lesult  of  his  examination  of 
them  to  the  Na\'y  Department,  which  duty 
was  perftirmed  lo  the  satisfaction  of  the  De- 
[wrtment,  as  expressed  in  the  following  ex- 
tract cojiy  from  the  rejjort  of  Connnodore 
C.  I'i.  1'.  Roilgers,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks,  to  the  .Secretary  of  the 
Navy,    dated 
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HuKiiAU  Yards  and  Docks,  Wasuincton-, 
November  ij,  1S73. 

Our  prisoners  now  pass  their  time  in 
wretclied  idleness;  but,  untler  ;i  better  sys- 
tem, their  hibor  wouhl  provitle  for  tjieir 
su[)port,  and  perhaps  lead  to  reformation. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Jiroome  of  the  marines 
has,  under  the  direction  oi  this  Ikireau,  ex- 
amined the  prisoners  of  the  Northern  States, 
and  has  carefully  and  intelligently  stated  the 
need  of  the  navy  in  this  particular  and  the 
best  method  of  meeting  it.  His  excellent 
report   is  already    in   your  hands. 

Commissioner  Douglass,  of  the  Internal 
Revenue  Bureau,  Washington,  addressed  an 
official  letter  of  thanks  to  Colonel  ]>roome, 
dated  November,  1874,  expressing  his  high 
appreciation  of  the  ser\'ices  rendered  by  Colo- 
nel Broome  on  a  whiskey  raid  in  the  I'ifth 
Ward,  Brooklyn,  'N.Y.,  November,  1874. 
Colonel  l?roonie  was  thanked  by  Vice-Admiral 
S.  C.  Rowan,  United  States  Navy,  Command- 
ant of  the  Navy  Yard,  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  in  an 
official  communication  dated  December  21, 
1874,  for  services  rendered  at  a  fire  in  the 
Navy  Yard,  ]5rooklyn,  N.Y.  Colonel  ]5roonie 
was  thanked  by  Commodore  J.  W.  A.  Nichol- 
son, Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Brooklyn, 
N.Y.,  in  an  official  coi^munication,  dated 
January  3,  1878,  for  services  rendered  at  a 
fire  in  the  Navy  Yard,  I^rooklyn,  N.Y.  On 
the  occasion  of  the  whiskey  gang  and  other 
like  parties  in  New  York  and  lirooklyn  en- 
deavoring to  remove  Colonel  Broome  from  the 
command  of  the  Marine  liarracks,  Brooklyn, 
N.Y.,  General  A.  Plcasanton,  Commissioner 
of     Internal     Revenue,    addressed    an    official 


letter  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
dated  Washington,  March  3,  1871,  of  which 
the  following  is  an  extract  copy:  "Colonel 
Broome  on  several  occasions  has  shown  so 
much  ability  energy,  and  usefulness  in  this 
service,  and  it  is  so  critical  a  service  in 
bringing  the  troops  in  contact  with  the  civil 
authorities,  that  I  must  request,  if  it  can  be 
done,  Colonol  Broome  shall  remain  in  his 
present  C(jmniand.  At  this  time  I  do  not 
know  of  an  officer  who  can  rejilace  him  for 
this  particular  service." 

Detached  from  the  command  of  the  Marine 
Barracks,  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  October  31, 
1879,  and  ordered  to  command  the  Marine 
Barracks,  Norfolk,  Va.  Continued  in  com- 
mand of  the  Marine  Barracks,  Norfolk,  Va., 
until  March  15,  1 88 1,  and  was  then  ordered 
to  command  the  Marine  Barracks,  Brooklyn, 
N.Y.  Assumed  command  of  that  post  on  the 
1 8th  of  March,  18S1,  and  continued  in  that 
command  until  31st  of  January,  1SS3.  On 
waiting  orders  from  January  31,  1883,  until 
April  10,  1S83.  On  leave  of  absence  in 
luirope  from  April  10,  1883,  until  Septem- 
ber, 1883.  Ordered  to  command  the  Marine 
Barracks,  Kittery,  Me.,  Navy  Yard,  October 
I,  1883.  By  request  of  Rear-Admiral  J.  W. 
Livingston,  the  United  States  Navy  made  a 
report  of  an  occurrence  which  took  jilace 
under  his  orders  during  the  War  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, while  he  was  in  command  of  the  Mound 
City,  111.,  Navy  Yard,  which  narration  .was 
indorsed  as  follows,  and  placed  on  file  in  the 
Navy  Department  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy:  — 
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[COI'Y.] 
Ni:\v  VoKic,  Keljruary  21,  iSiS^. 

ColoHil., —  'i'lic  luirrutivc  you  give  inc  ol'  an 
occurrence  wliicli  took  place  at  the  Mound 
City  Naval  Station    when   under  my   command 

—  namely,  an  expected  attack  by  the  Confed- 
erates u]jon  that   station  during  the   late  war 

—  is  quite  correct.  I  also  remember  your 
gallant  conduct  in  volunteering  to  take  an 
order  from  me,  your  riding  nine  miles  to  de- 
liver it  on  a  dark  and  tempestuous  night,  in 
a  country  infested  with  enemies  of  every  char- 
acter, in  which  you  succeeded  in  obtaining 
valuable  information  and  returning  with  it 
through  '"much  suffering,"  antl  which  pi'oved 
to  be  of  great  importance,  and  for  which  you 
received  my  praise  and  thanks. 

Respectfully, 

Jno.   W.   Livingston, 

Rear-Admiral,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Col.  John  Bkoumk,  U.  S.  Marines. 

[Com-.] 

Navy  Dkiwutmen  i',  WASiiiNGroN, 
November  19,  1884. 

Sir, —  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  communication  of  the  15th  instant, 
enclosing  a  letter  aildressed  by  you  to  Kear- 
Admiral  J.  W.  Livingston,  bearing  date  of 
IDeccmher  22,  18S3,  with  his  indorsement 
thereon,  and  to  inform  you  tliat  it  has  been 
placed  on  the  files  of  I  lie  Department. 
Very  lespectfuUy, 

WiM.     1-;.    ClI.ANDt.KK, 
Secretary  of  tltc  Navy. 

Detached  from  command  of  the  Marine  liar- 
racks,  Kittery,  Me.,  Navy  Yard,  on  the  ist  of 
February,  18S5,  and  on  the  same  date,  as 
ordered,  took  command  of  the  Marine  Bar- 
racks,   Boston,    Mass.,    Navy    Yard,    and    re- 


mained in  that  command  until  detached  and 
placed  on  the  retired  list,  as  shown  by  the 
following  letter  of  the  Commandant  of  the 
United   Slates   Marine   Corps,    namely, — 

IIHADIIUAKTKKS   U.  S.  MaUINE  ClJKl'S, 

Washington,  Tebruary  23,  1S8S. 

Sir, —  In  detaching  you  at  your  own  request 
from  the  commanil  at  Boston,  preijaratory  to 
your  retirement  from  active  service  March  8, 
I  desire  to  testify  to  your  long  and  faithful 
service,  extending  over,  a  period  of  forty 
years,  and  your  uniform  zeal  and  good  conduct 
in  the  performance  of  duty  during  that  time, 
covering,  as  it  does,  important  eras  in  our 
national  history,  both  of  foreign  and  civil 
wars.  Wishing  you  health  and  happiness  in 
the  future,  1  remain. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.    G.    McCawley, 
Colmiel  CoiiDiiaiulatit. 

I.IEUTKNANT  CoLOXKI.  J.  !..    I'.KOdMK, 

Comm„j:M„f,'  .U„n,ns,  />\>.<A>u,  .)/,;«■. 

In  January,  1  866,  a  Board,  consisting  of  all 
the  Admirals  in  the  navy  (save  one  on  foreign 
service),  was  convened  at  the  Navy  Dejiart- 
ment,  and  ordered  to  report  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  those  officers  of  the  Navy  and 
Marine  Corps  who  luul  e.vhibited  eminent  and 
cons[)icuous  conduct  in  battle  or  extraordinary 
heroism,  and  who  were  entitled  to  advance- 
ment, as  [jrovideil  for  in  the  y\ct  of  Congress, 
approved  by  the  President  January  24,  1865. 
Admiral  Farragut  particularly  recommended 
to  this  Board,  of  which  he  was  the  I'resident, 
that  Major  Broome  should  be  promoted;  and 
the  Board  unanimously  reported  that  Major 
Broome  should  be  advanced  from  Junior  Major 
to  Sei>*jr  or  Numl)or  One  Lieutenant  Colonel, 
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thus  advancing  him,  as  provided  for  by  law, 
over  the  five  field  officers  in  the  Marine  Corps 
who  were  above  him.  Had  the  law  of  Con- 
gress been  respected,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
IJroome  would  have  been  promoted  a  full 
Colonel  on  the  7th  of  December,  1S67,  by 
the  vacancy  of  Colonel  William  L.  Shuttles- 
worth,  and  retired  as  a  Colonel  instead  (jf  a 
Lieutenant  Colonel  in  March,  18S8,  as  unani- 
mously reported  by  the  Naval  Committee  of 
the  United    States   Senate  as  follows,  namely: 

That  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  January, 
1865,  an  Act  of  Congress,  to  prcjvide  lor  an 
advance  of  rank  to  officers  of  the  Navy  and 
Marine  Corps  for  distinguished  merit,  was 
approved  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  therefore  became  a  law  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit  (United  States  Statutes  at 
Large,  vol.  13,  1865,  p.  424,  January  24, 
1865):- 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  a)i  advance  of  rank  to 
officers  of  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps 
for  distingnishcd  merit. 

/>'(■  //  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Ifonse  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  slnier- 
ica  in  Congress  assembled,  That  any  officer  of 
the  Navy  or  Marine  Corps,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  may  be 
advanced,  not  exceeding  fliirty  numbers  in 
rank,  for  having  exhibited  eminent  and  con- 
spicuous conduct  in  battle  or  extraordinary 
heroism. 

Sect.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
any  officer  of  the  Navy  or  Marine  Corps, 
either  of  volunteers  or  others,:  who  shall  be 
nominated  to  a  higher  grade  by  the  provisions 
of  the  first  section  of  this  Act,  or  of  that  of 
Section  9  of  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to 
establish  and  equalize  the  grades  of  line 
officers  of   the  United  States  Navy,"  approved 


July  6,  1862,  shall  be  promoted,  notwith- 
standing the  number  of  said  grade  may  be 
full;  but  no  further  promotion  shall  take 
place  in  that  grade,  except  for  like  cause, 
until  the  number  is  reduced  to  that  provided 
by  law. 

SiiCT.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  which  are  incon- 
sistent with  the  provisions  of  this  Act  are 
hereby   repealed. 

I'or  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the 
above  recited  Act  of  Congress  with  intelli- 
gent and  just  discrimination,  the  Honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  organized  a  board  of 
naval  officers  of  the  highest  rank  to  take  into 
consideration  the  purposes  of  said  Act  of 
Congress,  and  report  to  him  the  names  of 
those  officers  of  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps 
who  had  exhibited  eminent  and  conspicuous 
conduct  in  battle  or  extraordinary  heroism. 
The  ]?oard  so  ordered  consisted  of  Vice- Ad- 
miral D.  G.  Farragut,  Rear-Admiral  Charles 
H.  Davis,  liear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 
and  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter.  This 
Board  convened  at  the  Navy  Department, 
Washington,  on  or  about  January  24,  1866, 
and  after  a  session  of  aljout  seven  days,  dur- 
ing which  time  the  ]5oard,  engaged  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  orders  they  had  received  from  the 
Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made  an 
official  report  in  writing  to  the  Honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  on  or  about  the 
20th  of  January,  1S66,  recommending  by 
name  a  number  of  officers  of  the  naval  service 
of  the  United  States  for  advancement.  After 
the  report  of  the  aforesaid  Naval  Hoard  was 
made,  a  large  number  of  naval  officers  re- 
ceived promotion  by  advancement;  but  not  one 
officer  of  the  United  States  Marine  Corps  was 
advanced  or  promoted  a  single  number.  The 
proceedings  of  this  Board  of  Admirals  were 
not   made   public   nr  promulgated   by  the  then 
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Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  Hon.  Gideon 
Welles;  and,  when  Mr.  Welles  ceased  to  be 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  left  the  Navy 
Department,  he  took  the  proceedings  and  re- 
port of  the  said  Board  with  him  to  his  home 
in  Hartford,  Conn.  And,  when  the  Hon. 
G.  M.  Robeson  became  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Welles,  requesting 
him  to  send  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Ad- 
mirals to  tlie  Navy  Department,  which  Mr. 
Welles  declined  to  do.  Nearly  twenty  years 
after  Lieutenant  Colonel  Broome  received  in 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Welles,  son  of  the  late  Sec- 
retary Welles,  a  copy  of  the  action  of  the 
Board  of  Admirals  in  his  case,  recommending 
him  for  advancement  to  the  rank  of  Junior 
Colonel  in  the  United  States  Marine  Corps 
for  conspicuous  and  meritorious  conduct  in 
battle.  And,  in  confirmation  of  this  informa- 
tion from  Mr.  Welles,  the  following  letter 
has  been  written  by  the  Admiral  of  the  Navy: 

OiriCK  or   I'liK  A11MIRAI-, 
Wasliington,  IJ.C,  January  rj,  iSSS. 

Tu    WHOM     IT    MAY    CONCERN  I 

■  This  is  to  certify  that  Lieutenant  Colonel 
John  L.  Broome,  United  States  ]\Iarine 
Corps,  was  recommendexl  for  promotion  by  the 
Board  of  Admirals,  of  which  Board  I  am  the 
only  surviving  member,  said  Board  having 
been  convened  to  recommend  the  promotion  of 
officers  for  gallant  conduct  during  the  late 
war.  Colonel  Broome,  then  the  Junior  Major 
of  the  Marine  Corps,  was  j^articularly  recom- 
mended to  the  l^oard  for  promotion  by 
Admiral  Farragut  for  bravery  and  highly 
meritorious  services  in  battle;  and  the  ]5oard 
recommend  that  he  should  be  promoted  to 
Number  One  Lieutenant  Colonel  for  New 
Orleans  and  the  Mississippi  Kiver.  In  con- 
sideration of  the  circumstances  of  his  case, 
I  consider  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Broome 
should  be  retired  with  the  rank  of  Colonel. 
Admiral  Farragut  always  spoke  of  Colonel 
Broome  in  the  highest  terms,  and  desired  that 


he  shouUl  be  proniotetl ;  and,  although  Colo- 
nel Broome  never  served  with  me  in  battle, 
yet  I  consider  it  but  just  that  promotion 
should   be  given    him. 

DaVJO    D.     I'tlKTlCK, 
Admiral  U.  S.  Navy. 

It  is  impossible  to  supjiosc  that  the  action 
of  this  distinguisheil  Board  in  the  case  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  then  Major,  Broome,  by 
which  he  was  advanced  from  the  rank  of 
Junior  Major  to  that  of  Colonel,  was  eausetl 
by  anything  but  a  sense  of  the  exceptional 
merits  of  this  officer,  which  at  that  time,  just 
after  the  war,  was  well  known  and  fully 
recognized  by  his  fellow-officers.  I'his  is  a 
promotion  dearest  to  a  soldier's  heart,  and  the 
incentive  to  and  the  ju^t  reward  for  that  per- 
sonal gallantry  which  has  often  turned  defeat 
into  victory  antl  illustratetl  so  many  pages  of 
our  military  history,  if  Major  Broome  had 
received  the  advancement  which  we  are  com- 
pelled to  think  was  then  (I.S'66)  his  (\y\c^  and 
which  the  Act  of  Congress  intended  should  be 
his,  he  woukl  have  been  retired  as  a  Colonel, 
instead  of  a  Lieutenant  Colonel,  in  March, 
1888.  The  connnittce,  therefore,  inasnuich 
as  his  retirement  has  taken  place  since  the 
bill'  (Section  1463)  was  referred  to  them, 
report  back  the  same,  with  an  amendment  in 
the  natvu-e  of  a  sul)stitute,  authorizing  the 
placing  Lieutenant  Colonel  Broome  on  the 
retired  list  as  a  Colonel  instead  of  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel.  This  they  think  an  act  of 
simple  justice,  which  the  country  will  grate- 
fully ])erform  to  a  gallant  and  meritorious 
officer. 

The  list  of  Colonel  Broome's  commissions 
are  as  follows:  He  was  appointed  from  New 
York  State  in  the  United  States  Marine 
Corps  Second  Lieutenant,  January  12,  184S; 
I'irsl    l.ieulcjuuit,  September   28,    1857;  Cap- 
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tain,  July  26,  1861;  Major,  December  8, 
1864;  Lieutenant  Colonel,  March  16,  1879. 
These  two  latter  brevet  commissions  he  re- 
ceived, the  one  as  Major  April  24,  1862,  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  March  14,  1863.  The 
rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  was  given  to  him 
for  "gallant  and  meritorious  services  at  the 
second  battle  of  Vicksburg  and  at  the  battle 
of  Port  Hudson,"  and  was  a  just  reward  for 
his  conspicuous  bravery,  not  only  at  the 
places  mentioned,  but  during  the  whole  of  the 
Civil  War.  Colonel  Broome's  history  is  a 
part  of  the  history  of  the  nation,  and  the 
records  of  the  Navy  Department  contain 
ample  testimonials  to  his  soldierly  devotion 
to   his   country. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Lloyd  Broome 
was  married  in  Brooklyn,  L.L,  to  Miss  Mary 
Cochran,  a  native  of  Londonderry,  Ireland. 
She  came  to  this  country  when  a  young  girl 
fourteen  years  of  age,  and  was  educated  at  the 
Packer  Institute,  Brooklyn,  L.I.  A  devoted 
wife  and  mother,  her  death  in  1892  was  an 
irreparable   loss  to  her  husband  and  only  son. 

An  excellent  Christian  woman  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church,  her  life  was 
a  shining  example  to  her  sex;  and  her  many 
virtues  were  a  sweet  testimsnial  of  the  beauty 
of  a  religious  life.  Mrs.  Broome  came  of  a 
celebrated  family  in  medical  and  political  life 
in  this  country.  Her  brothers  were  John, 
George,  and  Alexander  Cochran,  John  having 
been  a  leading  surgeon  of  Ikooklyn  and 
founder  of  the  City  Hospital  of  that  place, 
lie  died  at  the  early  age  of  thirty  years. 
George,  also  deceased,  was  a  ]3rigade  Surgeon 


with  the  rank  of  Colonel,  and  was  prominent 
in  politics  and  first  Health  Officer  of  the 
city  of  Brooklyn.  Alexander  was  also  a 
Brigade  Surgeon  with  the  rank  of  Colonel, 
and  is  now  living  in  Brooklyn.  His  three 
sons  are  all  Majors  in  the  National  Guards, 
one  of  them  Surgeon  in  the  Thirteenth  Na- 
tional Guards  State  of  New  York  Regiment, 
and  another  Senior  Major  in  that  Regiment. 
The  accompanying  portrait  of  this  heroic  sol- 
dier of  two  wars  will  be  universally  appre- 
ciated by  the  readers  of  this  work,  not  only 
valuable  as  an  attraction  to  this  sketch,  but 
as  a  handsome  addition  to  the  gallery  of  fine 
illustrations  presented  in  this  book. 


,  APT.  GEORGE  COCHRAN  BROOME 
was  born  in  the  P'irst  Ward,  Brook- 
lyn, N.Y.,  December  7,  1866,  son 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Lloyd  Broome 
and  Mary  (Cochran)  Broome.  His  great- 
grandfather was  Lieutenant  Colonel  John 
Broome,  one  of  the  early  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nors of  the  State  of  New  York;  and  his 
grandfather  was  Captain  John  Lloyd  Broome, 
a  distinguished  politician  and  patriot  of  New 
York  City,  who  commanded  the  regiment  that 
defended  Fort  Green.  The  most  of  his  early 
boyhood  days  were  passed  in  the  mariae  bar- 
racks at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  while  his  father 
was  there  stationed ;  and  at  eighteen  years  of 
age  he  received  the  appointment  of  Color' 
Bearer  in  the  Second  ]?rigade,  Massachusetts 
Militia,  Brigadier-General  B.  F.  Peach  com- 
manding,   and    was    honorably    discharged    at 
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the  age  of  twenty,  September  20,  18S7.  He 
was  commissioned  Second  I.ieiitenant  of  the 
Thirteenth  Rcf^iment,  New  York  Infantry, 
September  16,  1887,  and  ]'"ir,st  Lieutenant  of 
tlie  sanie  regiment,  April  30,  18S8.  October 
27,  1S90,  he  received  the  appointment  of 
Captain  of  the  Thirty-Second  Regiment,  New 
York  Militia,  and  in  January  of  1S91  was 
transferred  to  the  Twelfth  Regiment,  Na- 
tional (Guards  New  York.  During  the  Buf- 
falo riots  in  August  of  1S92  he  commanded 
the  advance  picket.  May  3,  1893,  he  re- 
ceived a  full  and  honorable  discharge  from 
this  regiment,  and  enlisted  same  day  in  the 
Sixth  Battery  of  Artillery  of  New  York, 
the  battery  l>eing  stationed  in  this  (Broome) 
County.  He  was  appointed  Corporal  July  4, 
1S93,  Guidon  Sergeant  September  2,  1S93, 
which  position  he  still  holds.. 

Captain  liroome  has  shown  since  his  early 
manhood  the  militar)'  and  political  traits  for 
which  his  ancestors,  near  and  remote,  as  far 
back  as  the  fifteentli  century,  were  eminently 
distinguished.  In  October,  1891,  the  nomi- 
nation of  Supervisor  for  the  First  Ward  of 
the  city  of  lirooklyn  was  tendered  to  him  by 
the  Democratic  Association  of  that  ward, 
which  was  so  strongly  Rcipublican  that  no 
candidate  outside  of  their  ranks  had  been  pro- 
posed for  many  years.  The  Republican  can- 
didate was  at  the  time  Supervisor  of  the  ward 
and  a  very  prominent  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  Notwithstanding  this 
powerful  oijposition.  Captain  ]5roome  was 
elected  by  a  safe  majority,  being  the  first 
Democratic   Supervisor  in  the  First  Ward  and 


the  youngest  man  ever  elected  in  that  body 
since  its  organization  in  18 14.  When  the 
great  Colund)ian  scandal  of  1892  occuned  in 
Brooklyn,  Captain  Broome  used  all  his  energy 
and  inlluence  against  it,  but  to  no  piu'pose, 
and  was  among  the  live  who  were  not  indicted 
by  the  grand  jury  of  Kings  County.  This  is 
one  of  the  events  in  his  life  that  he  has  rea- 
son to  he  pai'ticularly  [jroud  of. 

It  has  recently  been  said  with  great  truth 
by  one  thoroughly  convei^sant  with  these  mat- 
ters tliat  "membershiii  in  a  prominent  club  is 
a  most  important  element  in  the  life  of  a  New 
York  society  or  business  man."  CajHain 
Broome  not  only  ranks  high  in  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  but  belongs  lo  several  prominent 
clubs  and  various  i)atriotic,  athletic,  and 
other  organizations,  being  cajitain  of  the 
famous  Polo  Club  of  Washington,  D.C.,  and 
easily  one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  all.  The 
following  are  but  a  few  of  them:  the  Son.s  of 
Veterans,  the  I^oyal  Legion  of  the  United 
States,  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  the  Saint 
Nicholas  Society,  the  Huguenot  Society  of 
America,  Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  and  the 
Aztec  Society  of  the  Mexican  War.  He  is  a 
welcome  presence  and  a  striking  figure  in  tlie 
highest  social  circles  of  the  metropolis  and 
in  other  cities,  his  genial  and  courteous  man- 
ners, combined  with  his  military  and  aris- 
tocratic bearing,  making  him  a  universal 
favorite. 

The  accompanying  pleasing  portrait  of  this 
young  man  represents  the  family  in  the  fourth 
generation  from  the  gentleman  for  whom 
Broorne   County   was   named. 
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